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Section 1
~*Part 1*~
Gabrielle leaned to her left to kiss her friendtioe cheek. "Night, Xena."

Xena huffed and rolled over to her left to put back to the smaller woman. "Go to
sleep.”

The bard grinned and lay down, her hands overtbenach, and she stared up at the

stars. It had been just another day in their Titee normal, stop an army and stop a
giant all at the same time. Yeah, Gabrielle hadysg the day overall. She sighed

happily.

The stars above were bright. Gabrielle still dige® that dipper up in the night sky
Xena had pointed out because all she could se¢hedsear. Her eyebrows furrowed
then she looked harder as she spotted the dippérdred kept envisioning. She
grinned while she turned her head to the left.

"Hey Xena?"

The older woman groaned. "What?"

"I see it."

Xena held back her sigh then patiently asked, Ve ?"

Gabrielle gazed upon the stars. "That dipper.”

Xena couldn't help it now, and she sighed theredalb her right to face Gabrielle.
"You're kidding me, right?"

The bard softly laugh then in her playful voiceswarred, "No, | see it now." She then



turned her head to her best friend. "So your noéngrt?"
The warrior rolled onto her back and studied tlaesst'No."

"I really thought you were going to stop my stathabrielle’s lips thin out from her
thoughts. "Then again you let me hit you."

"l told you, you hit me fair and square."”

The bard grinned and rolled onto her stomach dosticould stare down at the
warrior. "Right, Xena."

Xena could feel a grin trying to break across hgs, Ibut she held it back. Her voice
remained quite serious. "You did, Gabrielle."

Gabrielle huffed but her grin wasn't lost as slasael, "The Warrior Princess's little
sidekick actually broke through her defenses tdéitin the face.” She giggled but
admitted, "It's a nice thought though."

The warrior faintly shrugged. "Either way, | dessshit."

The bard now went serious and even somewhat digttatHow you figure?" She
leaned on her elbows; still peering down at heeofdend.

Xena diverted her eye contact and stared at the iststead. "After the whole day...?"

"Oh gods, Xena come on. The two of us went backfarid on each other." After a
beat, she brought out a wicked grin and teased, y&w started it all."

The warrior's eyes narrowed a little, and she hdefansive look. "How did | start all
the teasing?"

"Come on, Xena. You used my frying pan this morriing
Xena gave a fake offended look. "It was in selfethsk."

"How many weapons do you have, warrior? And theluites your body." Gabrielle
mimicked her partner's arched eyebrow techniquao 'heed to cook for us both."”

Xena grinned, and her eyes gleamed. "Maybe yoghe.'t
The bard huffed then reminded, "You know I'm right.

Xena smiled back warmly and finally gave into tlaed "You are." She brought up
her left hand and brushed back some of Gabridifatsbehind her ear. Her hand then
dropped back down to her stomach. "So what didtlgok of Minya in those
leathers?"

Gabrielle brought herself out of a trance quickig @miled. "It was funny." She
sucked in a deep breath after her heart poundedtfie warrior's action earlier. "I'm
just glad Howard doesn't have a hang up on you argith



The Warrior Princess arched an eyebrow. "Oh? Cadlbther you?"

The bard bit her lip to try and hide her grin, idailed. "Yes, when he is following
us." She laughed. "He kept asking me if you wouwier ¢hink of settling down and
getting married.”

Xena's eyebrows hiked up at this news. "And yod&ai
The small woman shrugged her shoulders. "l just gai probably wouldn't."

"Mmmm." Xena pretended to think about it then stentioned, "That's not what |
heard."

The young woman stiffened up and in a semi stumoezk asked, "What did you
hear?"

The warrior had a slow shaping grin as she stapetd her friend. Her voice though
came out devilishly. "I heard something like... sitkes what | do." Xena sighed then
muttered, "Maybe it was just the wind."

Gabrielle looked away to the woods. "The wind." &l¥led on her bottom lip and
nodded. "It was definitely the wind."

Xena snickered, but she brought her right hand backnd under Gabrielle's chin.
She carefully turned the small woman's face to fere"Was it me? Or did you say
that?"

The bard recognized the fact that Xena knew thé.tabrielle just wanted to know
why her friend was asking her since she knew tht@.tiShe wasn't sure whether to
answer the question or not, but she stared intp tlei@kling blue eyes. An answer
wasn't leaving her lips because she was too cayggint the warrior's eyes.

And Gabirielle knew as she stared down to Xena sterevealing her inner thoughts
and emotions through her eyes. For once, she costdp them, and all day she
couldn't stop them. Now all her walls had falle &tmade her scared because of
what Xena may do once she figured it out.

"Gabrielle?" Xena lowered her hand back to her st@mach.

The bard smiled but more so sadly. "Sorry."

The warrior assured her with her tender smile. "Xonaw what?"

The bard shook her head as she felt a bit of hepeéss fill her. "What?"

"It isn't my nose that hurts but my lips."” Xenatoce had held a plea in it.

Gabrielle breathed hard, and her heart pounded quitkly. She didn't know how to

respond, verbally. Yet her body knew how to respamdl she followed through with
it. Ever so slowly she leaned down to Xena. Shehett as the warrior closed her



eyes and Gabrielle closed her own. Their lips mdtwarmth washed over them,
which only made them encourage the kiss deeper.

Xena very carefully moved her hands to Gabriefieles, and she felt Gabrielle's right
hand come to her cheek in the middle of the kiss.

The bard then carefully pulled back to gaze intofiiend's eyes. "Xena?"

The warrior chuckled at the bard's awestruck exgmoas "Hi."

The young woman shyly laughed then went seriousl I'fust... you know?"

"Yes."

Gabrielle shook her head with a smile and lookezk lapwn to Xena. "Hold on, let
me make sure this is real." She leaned back doam aad captured the warrior's
lips. Oh yes it was definitely real if not bett&abrielle had never felt this amazing
like she did now when she kissed Xena. Gabrietlevlsi lifted her head back up after
the kiss.

"Convinced?" Xena arched an eyebrow, and her hgased with a grin.

"Yeah." Gabrielle took a deep breath. "l just neetreathe.”

The older woman chuckled; she still had her hamdhe bard's sides. "Come here."
She lifted her friend onto her body.

Gabrielle easily settled down on the watrrior's badgl wrapped her arms around the
warrior's waist as Xena did the same to her. "Xéna?

"Mmmm?"
"How'd... how'd you know?"

The warrior grinned and gazed up to Gabriellewds in your eyes... not to mention
today."

Gabrielle looked away. "Oh right, went a little ovmard today." She turned her head
back to Xena, which revealed her faint blush.

"We both did I'd say."

The bard nodded in agreement. "Yeah, surprised Hbasad Minya didn't notice."
She chuckled.

"Nah, they were too worried about my actions withwdrd."

Gabrielle rolled her eyes then muttered, "True € 8fen smiled. "It wasn't the wind."
She finally answered Xena's earlier question.

"I know." Xena then lifted her right hand and pldeeon the back of Gabrielle's head.



She brushed her lips across Gabrielle's then sitedstheir lips and attentively kissed
the bard.

After they pulled away, the bard nuzzled her cheggkinst Xena's. "Xena?"
"Yeah?"
"I love you."

Xena smiled and turned her head so she could labsi€le again. As they did kiss,
the watrrior felt Gabrielle's hands move to her $thexs and slip off her leather straps.

Xena had a bright smile as she whispered backrtedwg mate. "l love you too."

TheEnd



