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Section 1
~*Part 1*~

Again, Gabrielle glanced up to the warrior on theemBler eyes staying fixed on the

Warrior Princess as if trying to make sure she ngak Slowly the emerald eyes
lowered to the road again.

Xena sighed inwardly. She'd felt the eyes on hek bar the umpteen tim&he still
can not believe itHer body shifted in the saddle agaivihy can't she? sarcastic
chuckle came to her insidBecause not everybody who dies comes back tdlbte.
exactly the most normal thing...

The small bard glanced down at her boots therdlifier eyes back up. She'd been
back on the road with her partner for three days after saying goodbye to her
Amazons. Her eyes came up to Xena again as shalniiuse#ll seems like I'm in a
dream.She became lost in that thought but quickly stogh enapped to when she saw
her best friend's horse come to a stop.

Xena dismounted Argo and was reaching back to atsbéner sword.

The Amazon Queen's eyes flickered ahead to seaup @f men coming down the
road. She sighed and ambled up to Xena's sidettl&practice.”

The warrior turned her head to Gabrielle slowlygr crept along her lips. Her eyes
went cold as they averted to the four men comirthen.

The four men were the normal thugs looking forribemal tussle with our heroes.
With that in mind, we could simply predict what tleader thug's words were.
Something such as, "Look at what we found boys?"

The answer from the 'boys' was laughs and thew dé®ts.

Gabrielle sighed while dropping her head againsstadf. “Like I've never done this



before," she mumbled.

Xena chuckled quietly beside her partner. Shedlield her sword in a twirl. "We're
really not in the mood boys."

"Not our problem.” The leader reached to his stertsheathe his sword.

"Alright, if you insist." The dark warrior's lipdaped into a cat grin while she took a
step forward.

"Oh we do." The leader nodded to his 'boys' ang #flevent racing after the women.

The bard instantly was off to the side of the roatth her staff up and fighting two
men.

Xena though had two men as well.

Argo, she'd walked off the side of the road and warching. She took a deep breath
and sighed it out with a huff. She whined and Iedener head to eat some of the
grass. She'd seen this one before.

One man went flying to land on his back. He liftesl head up with a blurred gaze to
watch the female warrior fighting her last man.déeighed and slowly got up to
rejoin in the fight.

Gabrielle sent her man to the ground. Her staffecapto knock the second man in
the jaw to distract him. Her other end came backrdtm hit the thug on the ground
on his head knocking him out. She jumped back pregdor her last enemy to attack
her.

The warrior elbowed the one man in the neck haadihg) him dying to breathe. She
then twirled her sword to stop her other enemysrdwShe punched with her left
hand to send him stumbling back shaking his heathifig to her first enemy she
came up to him and kneed him hard in the stomaelppsg back she watch him fall
to the ground. Her sword came up to stop the atteer's sword. Coolly she turned
her head to him and grinned to finish the man.

The Amazon Queen's eyes widen and tried to jerlstadi away. She hadn't been
focused.

The thug laughed as she held the staff in bothsofi@inds. He yanked it free from the
small woman's hands and whirled around with thi &idit her hard in the back.

Gabrielle went crashing forward, her face in thetdund breathing hard. Slowly she'd
begun to lift herself up with her arms. Howeveraadhstrike came to her back again,
which caused her to slam into the dirt again. Aagrescaped her lips.

The thug grinned, dropped the staff and unshedtlsesihvord once more. He saw the
bard starting to get up a third time so he jamnmediieel of his boot into her back to
hold her down. He raised his sword.

The bard gritted her teeth as her head swam. Withawking much, she just jerked to
roll onto her back. She saw the tip of the sword.



The man laughed while saying, "You're mine."

Gabrielle just grinned as she saw the blade conkiagshe'd seen a second blade
come into the picture and stop the one coming down.

A deep voice growled, "Sorry, she's mine."

The thug looked to his right as he kept trying islpthe sword down. His eyes
became locked with wild dark blue eyes. He smilegkpishly.

Xena slowly let an evil smile come along her lifFunny huh?"
Gabrielle sighed while shifting her hands underhesad to watch.
The enemy lost his smile. "Oh shit."

"Got that right." The warrior's right fist was pedl back and came slamming into the
man's face.

The tall woman sighed while straightening up tokn@ter to the last thug. She
twirled her sword. "Come on."

Gabrielle lifted her head a little to watch hertpar fight the man. She sighed then
dropped her head back down in her hands. Sheh&ekttong sting on her back and it
caused her to close her eyes. After a few moméetfisard the fight end and a
shadow fall over her.

"Comfortable?"
Emerald eyes opened to stare up at the grinningawatyeah."

Xena quietly laughed but went serious as she saviotlr thugs all getting up. She
dropped her sword's blade against her shouldeatohithe enemies all run off in
defeat. She sighed contently and lowered her @yhsrtbest friend again. "What
happened to you?"

The small woman shrugged her shoulders. "Just... 'Wasased."

"Not a good idea." The warrior sheathed her swodllzent down close to her friend.
"How's your back?"

The bard shrugged again. "It stings."
"Let me see it."

Gabrielle decided not to argue and rolled intogtemach again then begun to sit up
on her knees.

The older woman reached forward to see two red skt ran across her friend's
back. "Sore?"

"A little."

Xena sighed faintly while placing her hands onpeatner's back to massage it.
"How's that?"



"Better." The small woman rolled her head to hearrteck crack. "That was good."
She reached up to rub the back of her neck.

"Don't crack your neck." The warrior's lips spresid a small grin while she kept
massaging the small back. "You're neck will hurewlyou're an old lady."

The bard chuckled then dropped her hand to hefllépought you said people in our
line of work never get that old."

"Welll..." Xena finished the massage and just rangams over the red marks.
"There's always a first."

"I hope so." Gabrielle sighed then began to st&e. reached up pulling her bangs
and searched the ground for her staff.

"Here." The warrior stood up with the staff.
The young woman took the staff with a smile andieep"Thanks... for everything."

The tall warrior smiled warmly. "Come on, let'sfgad a camp." She squeezed her
friend's shoulder and walked over to Argo.

Gabrielle's eyes followed the warrior with remor&esigh filtered through her lips as
she started walking along side Xena down the rodde late afternoon.

~Fk ko

The bard dropped her head into her hands. Sheéhé&uill press into her cheek. Her
fingers went through her hair as she lifted hedhsad stare at the scroll in her lap.
"Oh gods," she sighed out quietly. The frustrati@s coming back to her again
tonight.

The warrior shifted her eyes over to Gabrielle sgéier stare at her scroll with a stiff
back. Her whetstone stopped on the blade as stiedthner partner.

The camp was silent but exploded with the crackibefire.

Gabrielle growled after a few seconds. She rollethe scroll, dropped it to the
ground and then the quill on top. "Il be backtieStood up from the log and walked
out of the camp with empty hands.

Xena watched the spot where her best friend digsapdeanto the surrounding woods.
Her eyes moved to stare at the quill and scrok IStew her partner had been trying
to write for the past few nights with no successdAt all was due to the past week's
history. The past week was haunting the small wosndays and she'd had yet to talk
to Gabrielle about them. Her dark eyes then spoltedtaff lying on the ground. She
sighed at knowing her partner was hardly usingchermon sense right noBut

does she even have time to think straight with witeten going onYet another sigh
cascaded from her lips as she stood sheathinguoeds"Time for a talk.”

Gabrielle closed her eyes while her arms went adnes stomach. She let her body
relax in the small breeze. Suddenly her memorits frack.

The tree trunk that came swooping down from the fwieXena. She went reeling



through the air to hit another tree and slid dowmimconscious.

Gabrielle whirled around to stop the horde lead®nf killing her partner with the
dagger. She knocked the man out but not befor&egeeceived a dagger. She fell to
her side next to her best friend reached up to sciaae. "Xena?"

The warrior only groaned while rolling her head ayva

The bard's hand covered in blood as she tried fmewhe blood away from her best
friend's face.

The small bard shivered in the memory. That wasithyeXena began to die on her
before taking Xena to the mountain. After her fderdeath, Gabrielle could still
remember taking her body to the Amazons. BecomingeQ and committing treason
because Autolycus showed up with Xena's soul in Bihe had to bring her best
friend back to life. She wouldn't have lived muohder if she hadn't.

Xena stared at her partner's back. She sighed seitie. And she began to slowly
and silently come up to Gabrielle's side.

The Amazon Queen looked to her right to see Xeddexnly. "Oh my gods." She
laughed letting the fear out as her right hand cawee her chest. "You scared the
Hades out of me Xena."

The warrior gazed at her friend with a small gtorry." Her eyes held the apology.

The young woman smiled warmly. "S'alright.” Shdteki her attention back to the
woods again.

"How have you been feeling?"

Gabrielle had her arms folded over her stomachmagiot very... safe lately." She
sighed while her hand went through her hair at &dwgithis.

The dark warrior studied her friend now with wodrieyes. She uncrossed her arms
from her chest and walked behind the small womaasitieintly at first she was but her
arms began to circle around Gabrielle's waist.

The bard's back stiffened however she slowly relaaed leaned back into her
partner. Her head slowly found its way resting bia& the warrior's chest. "Thank
you," she whispered.

Xena lowered her head close to Gabrielle's anddagleetly, "Does it help?"

"Yeah." Gabrielle relaxed back into her friend'smdody. She protection washed
over her body and made her smile warmly.

That smile found its way onto the warrior's lipgr@how and she lifted her head back
up. She liked to feel her friend feel so safe arehanore in her arms. "These past
days have been rough huh?"

"Yeah." The young woman let her breath out sadg€eh a real eye opened too."

"How's that?"



The small woman lowered her eyes to the forest flllust... I've never imagine you
dying you know?" She raised her arms up to lehlaeds resting over Xena's. "l
always had the notion like, Xena can get us oatngfjam. Nothing could stop her
and nothing could ever kill her. But then it happand I've had such a hard time
taking that factor in."

Xena was silent at hearing this. She then askeol"&te those dreams?"
Slowly the Amazon Queen's eyes closed. "You know?"

"You talk in your sleep." The warrior shrugged. 8Rkes, I've... had nightmares as
well."

"Really?" Gabrielle's open her eyes again. "Aboiat?"
The tall woman grinned. "I'll tell you mine if ydall me yours."
"Alright." The small woman chuckled but went sesagain. "What are yours?"

Xena took a deep breath. "They're about being bhaek that burned village. I'm stuck
standing as | watch that tree trunk come out otitee coming at me. | can't move or
say anything and | just watch it come at me." Sgkes a little. "Other ones have
been about me not being able to get the ambrogrertny soul running out of
energy when | get so close or of you and | beirfgated by Velsaca on the ropes."”

Gabrielle listened and rubbed her partner's hdiise are always flashbacks of you
dying and me taking you to Niklio's hut. Then ridpetfore | wake up I'm left with
Ephiny's words echoing about how | needed to latgm." She dropped her eyes.
"The worst part is once | wake up I'll look to mght to see you asleep beside me. I'll
sit there and keep thinking I'm still dreamingfagou're not alive right now."

The warrior closed her eyes for a moment and opbeedad eyes again. She lowered
her head and whispered, "I'm sorry." She pausésd.mly fault.”

"What?" Gabrielle turned in her partner's armslémge up at her. "How do you
figure that?" Her hands moved to rest on her freeadns. "None of it was your
fault.”

"Gabrielle... | put you through that." Xena lookedagwthen back to Gabrielle. "I
could have lived... | gave up." She was looking aagain.

The Amazon Queen reached up with her right handwaned the tall woman's head
back. "You know what | miss?" Her hand lowered beciwhere it was before.

"What?" Xena's eyes held such regret.

"I miss that old feeling of feeling like your batd warm smile creased Gabrielle's
lips. "It was always sort of a silent thing between | was your bard and you were my
warrior." She shrugged her shoulders. "We nevel @aything about it but | felt it

and | know you did."

The tall woman chuckled a little with a light smit&eah, | did."

Gabrielle nodded a few times. "And | think thatlsavbrought you back huh?" She



studied the warrior for a moment. "You wouldn't b@ame back otherwise."

The Warrior Princess slowly began to move her heashswer. "It was." She locked
eyes with Gabrielle. "It has nothing to do withHiong for the greater good. | felt
ready to stay in Tartarus and pay for my crimes.vuen | heard your words that's
what made me determined to come back."

"And | can't understand that Xena." The small worslaook her head with a confused
look. "Why me? | know what | said to you after ydied but... What's... what's so
important about me to you? So much that you woiglak fdeath to come back to me."

Xena took a deep breath to prepare herself forothgs "We haven't talked about that
kiss either huh?"

Gabrielle slowly corked an eyebrow. "As great &ssa it was, no." She suddenly
blushed at what she said. She chuckled and lookeg @ith an embarrassed smile.
"Wahoo... slip of the tongue, bad bard."

An amused smile found its way onto the warriops.liShe whispered, "Wasn't good
as it could have been."

The bard quickly glanced up with partially surpddeok. Her eyebrows were shot up
from the comment.

"Look," Xena went serious as she saw her partnaegous again. "l need you to
understand something. | don't come back from tla&l giest for anybody." She grinned
a little.

The small woman chuckled with a smile. "Indubitably

The older female smiled for a moment but lostYouU need to understand too, that
I'm not here to fight for the greater good. It's my purpose Gabrielle. Like | said, |
was ready to sit in Tartarus for eternity and fagecrimes."”

"Then..." Gabrielle turned her head a little with lkegebrows pressed together.
"What's your purpose?"

"You." Xena studied her partner for a moment thedea, "I'm here, I'm here because
of what you said and not the part about the wodleding me. | am here because of
the part of you saying you need me. My respongyasi not redemption, it's to protect
you and be here for you."

The bard tilted her head down with her eyes pearmgWait... wait." She breathed
heavily. "You're making it sound like you're mine."

"You said yourself you missed that." The warriorugiged. "I'm your warrior." She
smiled warmly.

"Th-that's what the kiss was about?" Gabrielledifher head a little more as she
realized. "You're basically offering everythingrtee huh?"

The warrior chuckled a little. "Or I'm just tryinig say I'm in-love with you." She
grinned a little. "The pieces fit together perfgetbw, don't they?"

The bard's right hand came up to pull her bangk.&lte stared up at her partner as



she held her bangs back. "But... how could you...hadl time... | can't believe... |
must really be dreaming now." She laughed with ssepand dropped her hand to her
friend's arm again.

Xena smile while watching the sunny strawberry dlbangs fall back down.

"Ssso, wait let me get this aaallll right." Gabdeebok a deep breath and her eyes
unfocused while saying, "I meet the Warrior Prirscesa grove, follow her, became
her sidekick-"

"Partner," interrupted the warrior.

The small woman chuckled. "Partner," she correbtgdcontinued. "Do all the
adventures, one happens to kill my best friend.&tus up in Tartarus but comes
back because of a few words of mine and her IgBalirielle slowly glanced up.
"Warps me into an alternate world to kiss me, vagainst death after stopping a
crazed Amazon, and comes back to life to tell megssmine and she did this for me."

"Basically."
The small woman crinkled her nose with a chuckig smile. "Sounds romantic."
Xena groaned and looked away with rolled eyes. 'Wasanned that way."

Gabirielle chuckled with a smile. "You're seriousuattthis?" She lost the smile with
such mystified eyes.

"Yes." Xena smile warmly as her eyes let the wdiksppear and revealed everything
of herself. "As emotional as this is for me." Sheakled. "Yes."

The bard took a long breath while trying to takmit'Oh gods." She shook her head
with wide eyes. "Xena, I... | never thought... I've ledrush... never thought... then
| realized | was in-love... why couldn't I..." Her righand came up as she kept
seeming to talk to herself. "I'm such an idiot.'eS&iughed and glanced up to her
partner as her hand came back down.

"Not an idiot." The warrior smiled while reaching to brush some of her partner's
hair back. "l just try hiding it... kind of hard ndiv.

Gabrielle shook her head with a baffled look. H&lver imagine only in my dreams."
She grinned. "Hold on, tell it to me again."

Xena chuckled while lowering her head closer. téll you in three words." She
smiled warmly. "I love you."

The bard closed her eyes and leaned in to hugldee woman tightly. "Oh gods."
She chuckled while asking, "Is this part whereduppose to faint?"

The warrior chuckled while keeping her head dowairag} Gabrielle's. "Nah." She
closed her eyes slowly as she asked, "So | takésita good thing?"

The Amazon Queen lifted her head up with a smilery good." She went serious
again. "What made you decide to tell me?"

The older woman took a deep breath. "A few thin§hé shrugged. "Knew you'd



figure it for yourself once you sat down to thirdoat it." She grinned while saying. "l
thought it was about time because | couldn't lmsiny longer." Her grin went a
little more devilish. "Besides, | knew how you félt

"I didn't tell you..." Gabrielle narrowed her eyeswly. "When you were inside of
me... oh Hades."

The Warrior Princess laughed with an evil grin. lvitave some... interesting dreams
Gabrielle."

"Oh gods." The bard looked away as she blushechagaight. "It's... it's the
imagination. Blame it on that.”

"Uh huh." Xena corked an eyebrow while she rea¢bedrefully bring Gabrielle's
head back to her. "Thought that crush would hadedaaway but never did."

"No, only got worse." The young woman grinned. Y8a could tell then huh?"

"Oh yeah." A quiet laugh came from the dark warribcertainly noticed the crush at
the beginning."

The Amazon Queen laughed and sighed slowly. "Yyatn know just me writing
about you, you're a god, | followed you everywhépgactically begged you to let me
go with you, and | always kept saying | wanted ¢oybu."

The tall woman sighed. "Yeah... just a little notickea" She grinned. "But | can
understand it, had one myself."

"Really?" The bard raised an eyebrow in interéatht was that?"
"I'm looking at her."

Gabrielle shook her head with a chuckle. "Comegen off it Xena." She went
serious. "There's nothing here to get a crush 'over.

"Mmm, that's not what | say." Xena smiled warmlyou just don't see what | do."
She lowered her head down again.

"Just name one thing to get a crush over." Thelssmhan had a challenged look.

"You're mind." The warrior still had her smile.ltive it. You're perspectives and
morals are interesting as they are powerful." Shespd. "And they are what saved
me."

"You saved yourself."

Xena shook her head. "No, | wouldn't have donatiiout you or your spirit."
Gabrielle released her breath slowly with smilen ¥hat now?"

The older female shrugged her shoulders as sheggtiriAnything you want."

"Nnno." The small woman put her hands to the ottnan's hips. "This is going to
be fifty-fifty." She quietly laughed and loweredriieead against Xena's chest. "I'm not
making all the decisions." She took a deep brésithat you want?"



"You."

Gabrielle lifted her head and smiled. Her rightdhaame up bring Xena's head down.
She took her friend's lips in a careful hesitasski

Xena took her time and let her partner get usadadea in the second. She had to let
it be Gabrielle.

Slowly the bard's right hand moved to the other woisicheek. Slowly she went into
the warm kiss more finding it sensual. Her sof igpayed faintly sucking on the other
woman's warm lips. She let her tongue slip out@nmde towards Xena's mouth.

The warrior felt the velvet tongue come into hemutioand she let her own tongue go
into Gabrielle's. She could feel her air startiodgick with her body warming.

The small bard slowly ended the kiss with a heaeath. She leaned her head against
Xena's while whispering, "l want you... need you Xérghe kissed her warrior
lightly and kept her forehead against Xena's.

"Thank you." Xena laughed lightly with a grin. "é&p getting luckier." She moved
her head to start kissing her partner again.

Gabrielle smiled into the collection of kisses wehshying, "I love you."

The warrior pulled back and leaned her head ag@&abtielle's with her eyes still
closed. "We need to slow this down."

The Amazon Queen chuckled a little. "Oh?"

The Warrior Princess sighed and lifted her headdvewkept a tight hold of her
partner. "Yeah, you can't talk me out of that or&h& had a stern expression. "A lot
has happened. We both need time to take it all @specially you." She had a sad
smile. "We kind of went from one to ten."

"Yeah really.”" The small woman shook her head anitesto her warrior. "Thank
you." She brought in a deep breath. "I'm stillrigy/to get use to you being alive."

"Let alone us being together... yeah | know." Theeoldoman moved her head in
understanding. "lI've gotta get use to... well lettsognebody control me a little more
then normal."

Gabrielle quietly laughed but had a reassuringlifesrtHey, it's good control because
| only want what's best for you."

"Yeah." A smile crept along the watrrior's lips. "Wy out your dreams later."

"Right." The bard stepped back while lifting henta to fold together. She felt
herself go red and she lifted her laced hands hegéo point at Xena. "Ssso, how
about those thugs this afternoon?" She laughe simgl dropped her hands to her
stomach again. "Something else."

A huge amused expression was masked over the waiface. "Oh yeah." She
grinned. "The normal run around."

"Yeah well..." The Amazon Queen unlocked her handspart them on her hips.



"Just thought you know..." She shrugged her should€fsange of topic then... my
dreams."

Xena laughed and held out her right hand. "Comeé on.

Gabrielle blinked and reached up slowly to takeléinger hand. She held tightly and
started walking with her partner back to the cafifpu have to admit... between the
thugs, traveling, and our talk... it's been a tinfage." Her eyes widen. "I mean
day..." She laughed.

The warrior shook her head with an amused looKittke flustered?"
"Yeah... a little." Gabrielle grinned up to her freeril'll be fine tomorrow."

"Uh huh." The tall woman glanced down with a gnmdahe said mischiefly. "I think
it was the talk that was the most tiring."

"Yeah really." The bard chuckled with a smile. "©bayods... | can't believe this."
"You will soon."

The young woman peered up with a partially not aoced expression. "l don't know
about that. | mean how many people get to saydkéyhe Warrior Princess?"

The Warrior Princess laughed with a smile as sheedato the camp. "Only you."
She stopped as they came near the fire. "Let'segdy for bed.” She turned her head
and kissed her bard's temple. "I'm going to go khieings out.”

"Alright." Gabrielle felt herself calm down somé'll'take care of the fire." She
glanced up.

"Good, be back." The warrior disappeared into tredt.

The young woman sighed with a smile, her right haedt through her hair. "Fire,
wood, stoke it... right." She chuckled and breathadty as she went to throw some
fire into the wood. When she was done she was gakiithe fire with a small twig. A
content sigh escaped her and she tossed thestaskshe squatted in front of the fire.

Xena silently returned and kneeled down besidghgner. "Back."
"l was ready that time." An amused smiled she witoeXena. "l felt you."
"Oooh?" The warrior grinned but then smiled.

"Oh yeah." Gabrielle chuckled as she glimpsed tonarior then back to the fire.
"You know... I've been kinda angry about what Eplsaid regarding you."

"What you mean?" The older woman had a confuseckesgjon.

"That she told me to let go of you." The Amazon ueurned her head to Xena
again. "l mean, | know what she was saying but...jgsiemade it sound like | had to
forget you."

The tall woman sighed as she reached over to ¢gp@spard's knee. "She just didn't
want you to get stuck in the past. She was tejlmgto move on." She shrugged.



"Ephiny didn't want you to get caught in the past the pain.”

"I know." Gabrielle dropped her head. "It just figdte | was suppose to forget you like
we never happened... | guess." She stared at thagae. "But yeah, Eph was
right... a little." She smiled to herself. "But angmory dealing with you has always
been a happy one..." Her head turned to her wargaina"Not painful."

Xena smiled warmly. "Same here." She paused fooment to soak things in. "Let's
get some sleep.”

"Yeah." The bard stood up and went to collect lgeteel. She put her scroll in it with
her quill. She set her satchel aside and searalidakeo staff. "l forgot this... good
thinking Gabrielle." She laughed while droppingéar the bedrolls.

The warrior began working her armor off after phacher sword and chakram near
the bedrolls. "That... was a tiny reason | came afber"

"Yeah, didn't need the boogie man jumping me." Ah@zon Queen sighed while
moving behind Xena to help her with the armor. "Wiid happen in Tartarus Xena?"

"l... bumped into an old friend." The tall woman glgul out of her armor and tossed
it aside. She bent down to one knee and beganti® huer boots. "M'Lila is her
name." She sighed. "She'd saved me from the crassat nailed me to."

Gabrielle cringed. "How'd she die?" She bent doovtake her own boots off.

"Arrow." Xena stood up in her leathers. "She digthg to save me from Caesar's
men."

"Oh gods." She stood up. "I'm sorry Xena."

The warrior shrugged her shoulders. "It happense' $ghed and said, "She actually
taught me pressure points.”

"Really?"
"Yeah." The tall woman shifted to lie down.
Gabrielle did the same. "So you saw her down inaras?"

"Uh huh." Xena was resting on her side gazing datwmer partner. "She came to
convince me to go back to the land of the livirfgiie grinned. "l didn't need much
convincing."

The young woman smiled. "Good." She was lying antlaek.

The warrior chuckled and leaned forward to genihg IGabrielle. "Let's get some
sleep.”

"Yeah." Gabrielle put her hands to her stomachadet a shy smile creep along her
lips.

The Warrior Princess chuckled with a smile. "Coraeeli' She reached to pull her
bard in.

The Amazon Queen tucked her head under her wardbit while wrapping her arms



and legs around the warrior.

Xena easily did the same thing and kissed her ohdwed. "Try to sleep well huh?"
"Yeah, you too Xena." She kissed the older womamest. "I love you."

"I love you too." The warrior closed her eyes.

The bard did the same and slowly let her breatbiremn out.

The older woman followed suit to go into her dreeape.

~*Part 2*~

Xena began to carefully release her partner. Sémtlsi got up from the bedroll and
was kneeling beside her partner's side. Her haeds slowly tucking the fur back
over Gabrielle.

The bard reached out to take Xena's hand. Withdpah eyes she whispered, "Where
you going?"

"I'm going to get us breakfast and get ready t6 Gbe warrior smiled warmly. "Go
back to sleep."

"No, no... I'll get up." Gabrielle started to shift.

"It's okay." The older woman held the bard downet'@ little more sleep... I'll wake
you." She leaned forward to kiss her friend lighti@kay?"

The Amazon Queen faintly nodded and released thewand to curl back up and go
to sleep. She mumbled out, "Thanks Xen..." then shipipack into her dreams.

The tall woman sighed with a smile and brushed ldakd bangs. She stood up to
collect her things and put them on. Afterwards felued herself preparing to leave
then making breakfast. Once that time passed shwlfberself at Gabrielle's side
kneeling down. Her left hand came over to gentiyshrback her partner's bangs.

A small quiet moan escaped the bard's lips.
Xena smiled to herself and leaned down to kisdhed with warm lips.

Slowly Gabrielle awoke and responded to the kisseMVXena pulled back, she
grinned. "That was better then the normal ‘wakslappy head.™

The warrior chuckled with her smile. "l figured.h&took a deep breath. "You ready
to get up?"

"Do | have a choice?"
"Nope."

The Amazon Queen laughed. "l thought so, I'm ggtlip.” She slowly sat up and
pulled the fur away.

The older woman grasped her friend's sides andi stpavith her. "How'd you
sleep?"



"Really well." Gabrielle stretched a little and adk "How about you?"

"Pretty good." Xena smiled. "Come on, let's get mgVv

"Uh huh."” The young woman snatched her staff upglweith the bedrolls and furs.
Soon the pair had finished eating and packing up.

Xena was facing Argo while throwing the saddle on.

Gabrielle came strolling up. "So what's this medai?é stood a little behind Xena
while leaning against her staff. "That we're gieifids?"

The warrior glimpsed back to her partner then lackrgo. She jerked a strap down.
"I'm not calling it that." She huffed with a grin.

The small woman chuckled with a grin. "Yeah | gudsd's to teenagerish huh?"
Now it was the dark warrior laughing quietly. "W&ejust together."

"Just?" Gabrielle came up to her warrior's sidpubone hand on her hip. "You make
it sound like it was nothing."

Slowly the Warrior Princess turned her stoic facéhe other woman. "No." She
smiled warmly. "It's everything." She leaned owekiss Gabrielle warmly.

The small woman lifted her free hand to the bacKefa's head to deepen the kiss.
The depth of the kiss was soon shooting heat thirtweg body. When she ended the
kiss a small smile played on her lips. "Is it al@diike this?"

"No." Xena walked up to gather Argo's reins. Slaetetl walking out of the clearing
towards the road.

Gabrielle walked along side and waited for morearhing explanation.
The warrior glanced to Gabrielle then back aheltid.ffever this... intense.”

"Even between women?" The small woman glimpsedngwing her partner had
been in relationships with other woman. Well magberelationships but at least
been with women sexually.

"Yup." The dark woman grinned down. "It's just us."
"Must be."

The two women laughed together. They kept travddegjde each other as they hit
the southwestern bound road. Right now they hadsgia go to Amphipolis to see
Cyrene, deciding it was best to let Cyrene know Xemna was still alive. They were
positive that word of mouth had come knocking ome@g's door to tell her what the
latest news was on the Warrior Princess.

"Hey Xena?"
"Mmm?" The warrior glanced to her partner.

Gabrielle glanced up with a huge grin. "What'd wmal Autolycus do about...



bathroom issues when you were inside of him?"
Xena laughed at the memory and question. "You aearina know."

"Yeah, you're probably right." The young woman kared but went a little sad. "I
really did like you inside."

"l noticed," teased the warrior.

The bard chuckled while a smile crossed her lipgy, not everybody get's to say
they had the Warrior Princess inside of themselves.

"Mmm." The tall woman placed her hand on her basdtulder. "We haven't gotten
that far."

The small woman did a double take as she went torggh She coughed and looked
away. "Right." Another small cough to distract.

A laugh came from Xena and her hand went to therathoulder from behind to pull
her friend in. "But if you're talking about my soulthat's different.”

"Uh huh." Gabrielle mocked glared. "Smartass."

The tall woman grinned. "Somebody's gotta do it."

The small woman shook her head. "But seriouslywai$ nice."
The warrior's head bobbed. "Nice... as in it was lig¥e

With furrowed eyebrows Gabrielle looked up rapidlyince when were you using the
word lovely?"

"Hey." Xena narrowed her eyes as a grin creasetigser'l do have an advance
vocabulary."

"Pffft." The young woman shook her head. "You udmeely is like you loving pink.
It doesn't happen.”

The tall woman snickered. "Very true." She nodd&a. it was nice." She sighed
while asking, "Wanna explain this niceness?" Hecetield a bit of confusion.
"What's so nice abouy soul inside of you?"

"l told you a few days back." Gabrielle smiled trself. "I felt protected... loved."
"And | say it was a fight."

"So?" The bard peered up while walking along treelronder her warrior's arm. "It
felt right.” She gazed ahead. "l don't know..." Sigled as her eyebrow knitted
together. "l just never felt so... perfect." Her atien went to Xena again. "Like | do
now."

Xena quickly locked eyes with her friend. "Now?"

"Yeah, right here and right now." Gabrielle's arentvaround her warrior's waist.
"You make me feel perfect.”



The warrior turned her head to kiss her bard's kenipknow what you mean." She
squeezed Gabrielle's shoulder.

The pair kept walking together. Sometimes in siégrsometimes in funny talks, and
sometimes in serious talks they walked. Xena ewadigtwas telling her partner about
her memory that came back to her when she was soiows and Gabrielle was
taking her to Niklio's hut. The bard the entiredifistened carefully with few
guestions, she'd soaked into the story as shesl@anore of her warrior. Oh, now
Gabrielle understood the how the darkness wasfarlgd in her warrior's body and
mind. It also helped her understand how to helpaXeght the darkness. It left her
smiling. Smiling over the new information on howfight the darkness, how to heal
the past, and how much she grew more in-love weha

By the late afternoon the pair hit a clearing tgibea camp. Soon after they were in a
near stream swimming.

Gabrielle popped up out of the water with the watezaming down her face.

The warrior grinned while she came up to her paitméhe fairly deep water. She
tenderly kissed her bard and pulled back with gt hand on the young woman's
cheek.

"I'm glad the water is cool."

Xena chuckled with a grin her hand slid down theethto trace along the other
woman's smooth neck. "True." Her hand disappeatedie water. "Come on." She
swam past her partner to head down the strearteaiays.

Gabrielle followed to see the tiny step waterfakkad with a few large rocks in the
water.

The tall woman came up to a large rock and foustbjpping out under the water.
She sat on the edge coming out underwater andddsawk into the rock.

The young woman swam to her partner to be pullegthre large warm body. She
nuzzled her warrior's neck as she sat in the démeale's lap. She'd also noticed the
fact that the rock raised them a little higher oluthe water to reveal their breasts.

And the cool water came streaming past them irothgtg caress. It was a very
intoxicating scene and feel.

Xena's hands were on Gabrielle's sides bit slitbugnd her thumb pressed into
Gabrielle's warm breasts at the bottom.

Gabrielle moaned faintly while leaning in to kisenf.

As she kept with the strong kiss, the warrior gsessed her palms into her bard's
breasts. Her hands began their pleasing.

The young woman moaned and pulled back from the ki3h gods," she whispered.
Her head stayed pressed into Xena's neck.

Xena grinned while she kissed Gabrielle's foreheiga.hands continued pushing,
rolling, and massaging the warm breasts. She keptitfor a good minute or so then



slowly her hands came back down to Gabrielle's. Stie listened to her friend's
heavy breathing for a moment but whispered, "Typiirself, I've gotcha."

The bard sucked in a deep breath while kissingMaerior's neck. Her left hand
traveled up Xena's stomach to her the warriorls tigeast. She began with that one
hand with a cupping of the older woman's breast.thiégmb running across the hard
nipple in learning. Slowly her hand covered over ldrge breast then hesitantly at
first but she began to massage it. Her right hanckty was moving to the other
breast to knead that one.

The warrior moaned and dropped her head back. &kdweathing a little coarsely.

The young woman continued with her hands' movenmeamisouch. Then her left
hand cupped the breast again as she moved hedbeaxko carefully take the nipple
between her lips.

The Warrior Princess glanced down with a grin. 8beed her eyes slowly as she let
the heat waver through her body.

Gabrielle first carefully sucked on the nipple babn let her lips slide over the entire
breast. Her right hand continued working the otireast. She was following pure
instinct. And in the instinct it told her to usertengue, which glided out to tease the

nipple.

Xena's lips let out a groan and she lifted hertrigind to the back of Gabrielle's head.
She tried hard to resist her body's need to présGabrielle. She didn't need rushing
this for this was pure fun and experience. But thgain, what wasn't fun about sex?

The bard had finished with the one breast as psitiailed over to the right breast.
Her mouth quickly covering over the breast as magkhe could. Her hand had
returned to the other breast.

The dark warrior felt the warm smooth tongue ghaer her breast that left her
moaning in pleasure. Then she was sucking in gpdiraath as her bard carefully
nipped her breast. That sent a too strong shoclk Waough her body and she
whispered, "Gabrielle." It was a signal to stop.

Gabrielle quietly laughed and lowered her hand. r@lsed her head up with a small
grin. "A little to much?"

"For a learning experience... yes." Xena chucklesha&stook a calming breath. Her
arms were circling around the small woman.

"And how can you be sure it was only... learning hteal to do?" The young woman
corked an eyebrow.

Both the warrior's eyebrows shot up.

Gabrielle laughed while leaning in to give her wara feather kiss. "Sorry, couldn't
help it,” she whispered while lowering her heacbdmr partner's chest.

"Oh... I'm not complaining." The tall woman kissee tiop of her friend's head and
lowered her head onto Gabrielle's. "Mmm... that veagly."



The bard started to laugh.
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Gabrielle plucked off a small piece of salmon foz taste test. She chewed on the
small cooked piece that was lightly touched withesaA smile crept along her lips at
the perfect taste. She was kneeling in front offitieewith the frying pan filled with
four strips of salmon.

Xena quietly came up behind and snaked an arm droenbard's lower back as she
knelt down. "How's it coming?" She was only in leathers for the night.

"It's almost ready."” The Amazon Queen reached dawkn to pluck another small
piece. "It needs to cook a little longer."” Sheelifithe small piece next to her partner.

The salmon bit slipped into the warrior's mouthe Stowly chewed on it taking in the
flavor of the fish and the herb. "Hey, that's gdod.

The young woman chuckled with a satisfied smilege"got the Warrior Princess's
stamp of approval?"

"Oh yeah." The warrior grinned.

The bard lightly laughed while placing the pan baeckr the fire for awhile. She
turned her head to Xena again and leaned ovess$ohdr. She soon found out just
how good that salmon tasted. When she pulled baginatreaked across her lips. "l
think the salmon tasted better there."

The dark woman laughed then smiled. "I know." Shreofved her eyebrows. "What
herb is that? Sage?"

"Uh huh." Gabrielle glanced to the fire and the pgain. "One of the best." She took
a deep breath. "That was a... nice swim this afterioo

"Mmm, you mean lovely." Xena smirked at her partner

The bard caught the smirk out of the corner ofdyer. "Right, my mistake. It was a
lovely swim."

The older woman grinned while shifting to sit doamthe ground. Her arm slipped
away.

Gabrielle did the same while propping her legsHgr. right arm came up to rest over
her knees and her left hand lay resting on thergtotWe'll have to take that swim
to... deeper waters next time."

Xena gave a small laugh then responded, "Maybe.ll. see." She reached over to
take her bard's warm hand. "One thing at a time."

"Oh yeah?" The Amazon Queen grinned to her frivthat's next on your list of
experience."

"Mmm..." The warrior lips stole into a warm smile.think cuddling."

"Oooh, a little snuggling experience." Gabrielleickled. "l think | can do that." Her



sights went back to the fire again.

"I know you can." Xena squeezed the small handhas®od to walk over to the
saddlebags.

The younger woman stood up to bend over the ficepadl the pan off with the
cooked salmon.

The pair was soon eating together with their norcoahfortable silence. But the
dinner was slower as they kept watch over eachr.of@eh watching the other's
subtle moves and expressions and it was interestibgth as they learned more of
each other.

After the dinner Gabrielle was near the fire wogkon her scroll from last night and
getting better results.

Xena once more was sharpening her sword but this $he was pointing her blade
towards the fire to gaze down it. She seemed tydter blade to make sure it was
still in good shape. As she kept looking at herrsinghe kept noticing how
unpolished the blade was. So she eventually smbédd to the saddlebags to pull
out a rag. Pulling out some odd liquid she pourétila on the rag and cleaned her
blade.

The bard pulled away from her story becoming bestéisfied with it. She turned her
head to the right to see her warrior. She watchebXurning her sword left and right
to reflect the firelight off the polished sword. das she watched a warm smile crept
along her lips. Her quill rested down on top of pfa@chment. Gabrielle lifted her
hands to lace together, her elbows propped onremdk and her chin on her hands.
She kept her eyes pinned on Xena with a smile.

The warrior kept turning the blade every which gatisfied that the tarnish on the
blade was gone now. She put the rag and cleanging bway. She bent her knees to
do a few quick rapid moves with her sword to seellade flashing the firelight. The
fire's reflection wavering down the silver bladdeaave it shimmering in the night.
Xena straightened up with a happy smile. Slowlytsineed her head to the left to see
Gabrielle watching her.

Gabrielle's smile went from warm to loving and slogv leaned her cheek against her
raised hands.

Xena's eyes warmed and she turned to her partiosvlyShe walked over to where
she left her sheath and she slipped her sword Tinén she slowly came towards her
partner.

The young woman lifted her head and lowered heds&m her lap on her scroll.

The tall woman kneeled down and reached out téeciver arms around Gabrielle
with a smile.

The small woman leaned into her warrior with a smdhe chuckled happily.

The warrior kissed her bard's temple and whispétedant you with me." She
nuzzled the younger woman's neck.



Gabrielle grinned. "Your bard?" she asked quietly.

Xena lifted her head with a smile. "Exactly... mydharShe kissed Gabrielle's cheek
lightly. "Come on."

The scroll in the bard's lap was rolled up. And &hlieed with her scroll and quill to
place them in her satchel. Slowly she stood up thethwarrior.

The two women walked a little ways from the fireen& sat first with her knees
propped up and wide so then Gabrielle sat downdxatvand leaned back. The
warrior leaned back into a log and drew Gabrieltgerin with her arms around her
waist.

The Amazon Queen contently sighed. "Snuggling egpee." She chuckled while
resting her head against Xena's chest.

"Uh huh." The older woman's hand came under hend’s chin. She tilted Gabrielle's
head back and leaned down.

The bard moaned into the gentle kiss. When shegblhck a warm smile crossed her
lips. "Thanks Xena."

The warrior's expression went into confusion. "For?

Gabrielle silently laughed while she still peergdinto warm blue eyes. "Well besides
the past year plus but for the last day." Her harasise down to cover over Xena's
hands. "You've been careful with me."

The older woman smiled warmly and nuzzled Gabrieditore leaning back. "I'll
always try to be careful... you're the most predmseg to me."

The shorter woman's head bobbed a few times. 'WKh8he rested in the warrior's
embrace. "The same goes with you, for me."

Xena smiled warmly.

The Amazon Queen filled her lungs heavily. "Ssdoatrelse is there to the physical
part of this relationship?"

Xena laughed then shook her head. "Do you needsf#ta
"Why not?" Gabrielle evilly grinned. "Let's see wtan take it the longest.”

"So..." The warrior leaned into her bard more. "Yoanivto discuss such things as
my hands traveling over her stomach, taking yoaasts, then hold you down tight as
my lips come over-"

"Okay." Gabrielle laughed as she felt herself reeather swim. "Maybe | better not
work myself up. I think you could take it a litttet longer."

The older woman had a chuckle and leaned back mibynteUh huh. Any other
topics?"

The small woman placed her left hand on Xena's Thkére she began to run her
fingertips up and down. "Mmm, this is forever."



"I hope so0." Xena had gone serious.
The bard nodded a few times. "l couldn't... couldréke it without you."

"I know." The warrior took a deep breath so shdagpeak the rest without holding
back. "I need you."

Gabrielle tilted her head back to peer up into whiae eyes. Gradually a smile swept
across the bard's lips. "I need you too Xena."

"Good."
Both the women quietly laughed together at that.

Xena afterwards went serious again. "Gabrielleagaram concerned | believe you
should have better. But-" She saw her partner aooortotest but she stopped her.
"But | know you would say different... so I'm lettiygu decide."

"Thank you." Gabrielle smiled as she breathed geéplvant to be happy... you're
what makes me happy. Just not that but safe, |l@armatiyellll looked after."

The warrior grinned as she tightened her armsy:l.tbut it's never easy with how
much trouble you get into."

"What?" The bard mocked glared. "Now that's a bwfatentaur crap right there.
You bring on alllll the trouble in this partnersHhip

"Right." The older woman narrowed her eyes asra@eased her lips. "You can
believe it but | won't. Because you'll never beesabl explain to me the titans,
Morpheus, breast dagger, Amazon Princess, younfimeite hang up on cute
boys..." At that she saw Gabrielle laugh and benddod but she continued on.
"Henbane, pitchforking me, tomato fights, baccha&ng control of your temper, and
the toy fight on Solstice.”

Gabrielle calmed down from her laughing and leangalher warrior again. "Okay...
okay maybe | do bring in a little trouble."”

"As little as | am short." Xena huffed.

The young woman snickered. "Mmm which you think wesse? The titans or the
henbane?"

"That's tough." The tall woman actually considenddle she chuckled. "They were
bother pretty funny."

"Yeah." The Amazon Queen sighed as she thougbari'istill remember that massive
headache after the henbane. But | sure did fee@bwhen | was high on it."

The warrior laughed then mumbled out, "And crazy."

"Yeah?" Gabrielle quietly laughed. "I can only integgmyself high on henbane. | had
to be out of control."

"Understatement... there was no control."



The young woman laughed while sinking into Xendedl tired... all we did was
travel."

"Mmm yeah, surprising enough.” The dark woman taaeep breath. "Normally we
get a little entertainment.”

"Yeah, a thug or two. One of them threatening torke." The bard shrugged. "The
thugs are slacking today."

The Warrior Princess laughed then shook her hdititka"Guess so." She glanced
down to see her partner's eyes slowly closing, wbidy led to a smile creasing her
lips.

Gabrielle soon started shifting to press her sitie the warrior. Her left arm went
around Xena's waist while her other hand restethenvarm leather-clad stomach.
"Xena?" Her voice was faint and holding tiredness.

"Yeah?" The warrior peered down with a bit of camce

The young bard's eyes were closed and her breatl@sgtarting to slow. "Why'd...
why'd you let me travel with you at the beginning?"

Xena lowered her head down on the other woman dgeahe whispered her answer.
"Because | knew you could save me and | could gaué'

"You knew that?" mumbled the short female.

"Well, | felt it at least. | know it now." The waaor kissed the top of Gabrielle's head.
"Go to sleep huh?"

"Yeah." Gabrielle shivered for some reason. Odeaf? "You won't let go of me?"

Xena closed her eyes for a moment. "l won't... premisler arms also tightened with
her oath.

"l love you Xen." The bard's breathing went vegvsl

"And | love you." The tall woman sighed contenthddifted her head. She studied
the small woman in her arms that slept soundly.ridgat hand came up to brush back
Gabrielle's bangs. Her arm came back down to wrayna the bard. For about a
guarter of a candlemark she did not shift and @radyched the young woman in her
arms.

Soon after that time passed, Xena found her bamdis tightening around her in pure
fear. Her eyes filled with worry when she startedhéar Gabrielle's mumbled words.

"Gods no... Xena don't leave me again." Gabrielleadrdug into the warrior's chest,
her eyes tightly closed, and body shaking. Her waahtinued in broken whispers.
"No... Niklio do something... | should have told her. pliny I can't let her go...

she's my other half... Xena fight to come back to goels please."” Her arms
tightened on the warrior's body dramatically. "Mmdon't die on me, gods please not
again. Xena don't-"

"Gabrielle, I'm right here," whispered the warrigil never leave you." She felt



Gabrielle's hold loosen.
"You have to be my soulmate," ushered the bard brsathing began to pick up.

Xena didn't say anything at first. The waaulmaterepeating in her mind without
stopping. Then she slowly lowered her head clogeaorielle's. "l am... and you're
my soulmate.” She saw her partner's head drop drathalf-open sleepy eyes peered
up, she smiled.

Gabrielle's lips crept along into a loving smileerthead lifted a little to kiss Xena on
her chest.

The older woman kissed her friend's temple and pened, "Go back to sleep.”
Without a word, the Amazon Queen curled back upeigin to sleep again.

Carefully, the warrior stood up with her bard imar She made her way to the
bedrolls and settled down there with GabrielleliRgla fur over them, she soon
joined in with the sleeping.

The soulmates were left with the right dreams heather's arms.
~*Part 3*~

Gabrielle twirled her staff and stabbed forwardwitas a grin crossed her lips. She
straightened up and leaned her head against lietta eyes drifted to the right to
see Xena coming over with Argo. "Ready?"

"Yup." The warrior came up to her partner and sthwalking down the dusty road
with her.

At first the bard was silent then she walked éelitfoser to her warrior. "Xena?"
"Yeah?" Xena glanced down with concern.

"Were... you serious about last night?" The Amazoe&puifted her eyes to the tall
woman. "About us being soulmates?"

The older woman stopped walking and placed heh&neeé on Gabrielle's shoulder.
"Yes." She locked eyes with Gabrielle. "I'd neverbgick on my word on that." She
smiled warmly. "You're my soulmate."

Slowly a loving smile eased onto Gabrielle's ligsd you're my soulmate.”
Xena leaned forward to kiss her soulmate.
The bard chuckled once her partner pulled backad@at's clear.” She grinned.

"Me too." An amused smiled play in the warrior'pesssion as she started walking
again.

Gabrielle started walking with a new bounce todtade. "Because | sure like to
know what's mine."

~Fk ko



Xena's pace began to become slow then eventualgtspped dead in the road.
"What is it?" Gabrielle raised her staff a littledapeeked up to her warrior.

The warrior placed her right index finger over hes. She turned her head to the
right to where there was another road that meatith@d to combine in one road
down a ways.

A deep laugh came followed by a deep voice sayimg,not sure lolaus."
"Oh come on Herc, I'm sure you know."
Gabrielle quickly looked up to her partner withrang

Xena's lips took on that grin as well. She chuclded whispered, "Come on, we'll
meet them up by the cross road.”

The bard nodded and started walking again witlphener.

And within a minute the two women came crashingnrthe two men. lolaus and
Hercules were left spinning around on their heelsurprise and laughs.

"How are you Xena?" Hercules took a step forwargdulb the warrior in for a strong
hug.

"Not bad."

The demi-god pulled back put kept his hands on Xearans. He nodded a few times
while studying her body. "You look alive." He redmished his grasp.

The Warrior Princess's lips shifted into an evihgtlI'm not that easy to kill."

lolaus smiled as he released the bard. "It's go@@¢ you Gabrielle." He put his
hands to his hips. "You look a lot better."

Gabrielle nodded her head to her partner's badiat'as a lot to do with it."
The small man chuckled. "I can imagine. | can'tdwe she's back."

" am." Xena turned around on her heels to stasitlkeeHercules. "l had... unfinished
business."

"Really?" lolaus slowly raised an eyebrow. "And whas that?"

The warrior grinned as she folded her arms. "gispnal.” Her eyes flickered to
Gabrielle then back to the small man. "I heard lyomped into Gabrielle near the
Amazon territory."

lolaus nodded slowly. "Yeah." He glanced to thelb&Vasn't the most pleasant
scenario." He sighed.

Hercules turned his eyes to Gabrielle for the firme. "When was the last time | saw
you, Gabrielle?"

The bard titled her head up to the demi-god. "SPenetheus.”



The tall man's head bobbed. "You've changed a lot."
Gabrielle quietly laughed. "A lot has... happenedsithen."
"So | see." Hercules smiled and stepped forwaglie the young woman a hug.

The Amazon Queen was a bit surprised but retuimeditig. After the man released
her she glanced to Xena with a raised eyebrownorise.

Xena just chuckled inwardly and winked. "So..." Shenged up to Hercules. "Where
you two headed?"

"Delphi." The demi-god sighed dramatically whilegsing his arms. "I've been told |
need to go there to Apollo's oracle." Another draergigh had came. "Supposedly
Hera is up to something and I'm to find out frora tracle.”

The warrior grimaced. "Glad that's not my adventugde quietly laughed.
"Where you and Gabrielle headed?" lolaus shiftedagight to his other leg.
"Amphipolis," was Gabrielle's quick answer.

Xena did the explanation. "l need to drop in onimeot Make sure she knows the
rumors of my death are a little... off."

The two men chuckled together.

"Wellll..." The demi-god glanced to Xena mainly. "Yeoan join up with lolaus and
l."

Xena peered up to the man. "l was going to tellymusame thing." She smirked.
Hercules chuckled.
"Sure we will... right Herc." The smaller man eviflyinned to the demi-god.

"Uh huh." Hercules turned his attention to Xenairagdf that ladies will allow us to
grace them with our presence." His eyes flickece@abrielle.

The Warrior Princess looked to her partner. "Doweat them?"

Gabrielle laughed while her right arm wrapped dwarstomach. "l think | can put up
with a couple of men."

"Hey!" lolaus counterfeit glared.
The bard chuckled while saying, "No offense."”

Xena chuckled and made the final decision. "Alrigbys, lets travel." She walked
over to Argo to get the reins again.

The two women started walking beside each other.
lolaus peered up to Hercules. "Boys?"

The tall man patted his friend's back. "I think gl meant you." He started power



walking to catch up.

The blond man's mouth dropped. "Now I'm really offed.” He closed his mouth and
jogged up from behind. "Wait up."

"So, care to explain how you came back from thel@éalercules glanced over to the
Warrior Princess.

"Just one of my many skills." The warrior smirkedhree tall man.
The demi-god laughed while shaking his head. "Rightat happened?"

Xena glanced down to her soulmate. "Ask the ba&te glanced up but she received
playful hit to her stomach. She lowered her eydgsdbrielle and she grinned.

Gabirielle shook her head at her warrior's wordause bad." She turned her head to
the two men to her right. "Long story."

"Should be interesting then." lolaus evilly grinned
The bard groaned as she shook her head. "Alrightce apon a time..."
Gabrielle took a deep breath. "...and happily evearaf

"That's the last time | ever ask for a story." ldaighed. "That was the most sarcastic
story."

The bard corked an eyebrow. "Seryesiright." She grinned then looked ahead
again.

"So how was Autolycus?" Hercules's eyes went betvilee warrior and bard. "We
haven't seen him in awhile.”

The Warrior Princess shrugged and replied, "Othen getting his personal space
invaded... he was pretty good."

The demi-god had an amused smile for a second &t serious. "He told me about
that adventure with getting that chest back forryfaends."

Xena's head bobbed. "Yeah, that was a while ade't®ned her head to the tall
man. "l don't know where you dig your help up but..."

Hercules chuckled. "l know, but he's a good man."
"True."

"So, | hear you're the new Amazon Queen in theraknation Gabrielle." Hercules
gaze went to the bard.

Gabrielle slowly nodded then lifted her eyes totdleman. "Just recently."
"How'd that happen?" lolaus furrowed his eyebrotwha Amazon Queen.

The bard corked an eyebrow. "Are you asking faioay8"



The blond haired man laughed and answered, "No t ajasick explanation.”

The small woman nodded with a grin. "Queen Meloaa Willed by Velasca, an
Amazon. When | came through | was asked to takeigiheful caste... | did." She
smiled warmly.

"Wait... whose running the nation now?" lolaus hambafused look.
"Gabrielle left a regent in charge." Xena glanaethe short man then back ahead.
"Ah, that would make sense."

And that's mainly where the conversation ended theigroup left the road to go into
a clearing. There they began to prepare for thietnXena soon was walking down to
a near lake with Hercules to gather up some figtori@lle on the other hand was left
in the clearing finishing up with preparing the gaand lolaus was helping.

"So how have you and Gabrielle been getting along?"

Xena glanced up as she waded through the watehaels were behind her head
pulling her hair up. "Good."

Hercules nodded and sat down on a rock near ther's/adge. He placed his elbows
on his knees. "l didn't think she'd stick it oustlong."

"And why is that?" The warrior placed her fingestip the water as she waited for an
explanation.

"She's quite young." Hercules sighed as he saiargd begin to feel around in the
water. "Not that she couldn't handle it... its jushcerning to have a young person to
see what the world is really like at a young age."

The tall woman's head moved in understanding. "MayBhe took a deep breath.
"She's smart and isn't quite young as you may think

The man chuckled a little. "You'd know better thérHe smiled warmly to the dark
woman.

Xena returned the smile but her attention went hatke water as she felt a fish.
"Really?" lolaus dropped the last branch into ihe fBut she's in the lava pit now?"

"Yeah." Gabrielle walked over to the fire to pldw herbs near there. She
straightened up as she glanced to her friend bésidel wanna thank you again for
your help back a week ago."

lolaus smiled warmly. "It was no problem." He tcekieep breath. "I know that can
be hard." His smile came back. "I'm just glad shme back."

"Me too." Gabrielle chuckled sadly with a sighstill can't believe it." Her right hand
went behind her neck.

"Yeah I'm sure." The man folded his arms. "I'm gthé came back to keep fighting
for good."



The bard grinned inwardly. "Yeah," was her half-kext response.
"I'm glad you made it back Xena." Hercules stoodram the rock.

Xena slowly walked out of the water with two fishher hands, on the shore there
were two others. "Had plans | had to finish." Sharged.

The man chuckled with a smile. "I'm sure."

The warrior had a smile but she felt her back $tastiff up over what she knew was
about to happenwWhere are you when | need you my bard?

Hercules put his hands on the warrior's arms aguele in to let his lips touch Xena's.
lolaus pulled back slowly from the warm kiss.

Gabrielle gave a shy smile and looked away. Hes efidted back to the small man.
"Look lolaus, I'm..."

"...taken." Xena shrugged while brushing past HecuBhe tossed her two fish on
the other two. She went to put her boots on aneadher chakram.

The demi-god turned around slowly as he foldedamss against his chest. "I'm sorry
for earlier.” He sighed a little. "By whom?"

The warrior straightened up after tying her bodts actually..."

"...personal.” The Amazon Queen put her hands otipsr "No offense or
anything."

lolaus chuckled with a smile. "As long as you'rea" He folded his arms over his
chest. "And you are..."

"...happy?" Hercules bent down to lift up two fish.
"Yes." Xena gave a brief smile and reached beloridtther hair down.
The man bent one knee. "So, you're really not gtortgll me who?"

The Warrior Princess's eyes narrowed a little. [ down to lifted the last two fish.
"Does it really matter?" She started walking tovgatte camp.

Hercules didn't move and answered with a serions. tbres."
Xena glanced back as she stopped in mid-strideyAaNh

"Because I'd like to know who is taking care of fmgnd." The tall man walked up to
his friend. "I'd like to know you're safe."

The warrior knew what kind of safe Hercules wasagpey of. "Gabrielle," was her
strong statement.

Slowly a warm smile eased across the demi-goass 'lithat's wonderful." He sighed
contently. "l should have known." He started watkatong side the warrior. "For how
long?"



Xena took a deep breath. "Forty-three candlemarks."
Hercules glanced up with a grin. "You hit it hatshR?"

"Gods yes," sighed the warrior. She then shoolhkad. "Never would have
imagined."

The man quietly laughed with a smile. "I could.” bteathed heavily. "And she is
happy too?"

"Yes." The dark woman glanced up to the trees. i@l is still trying to take it in."
Her eyes flickered to her friend.

Hercules's head bobbed. "l can understand.” Hssdipled into a grin. "Not
everybody can to say they get the Warrior Printess.

Xena stopped walking.
The demi-god kept walking with a chuckle.
The tall woman sighed, shook her head, and starééking again.

Gabrielle glanced up to see her partner and Hes@dme into the camp. "What'd you
find?" Her arms crossed against her chest.

Xena lifted up one of the fish. "Trout sound alti@gjh
Slowly the bard smiled to her soulmate. "Perfe8hé stood in front of the fire.

lolaus was sitting over on a log with a contenkldde glanced up to Hercules. "You
catch any of them?" He corked an eyebrow.

The demi-god sighed very dramatically. "No."

"Oh come on big guy, you letting Xena do everytfihg

"Yup." The warrior reached over to take the largents two fish. "Be back."
"Hey Xen?"

The Warrior Princess stopped in mid-action andagdrover to her partner. She
raised an eyebrow in question.

"Let me come with you." Gabrielle strolled overtihe saddlebags. "The fish need to
be chopped up into strips.” She pulled out a pahcame up to her partner. "Lead the
way."

"Be back boys." The warrior winked and headed th&oforest in the early evening
with her partner.

lolaus peered over to his partner. "Xen?"
Hercules shrugged. "Nickname." He strolled overigofriend.

"Xen," whispered the small man. He shook his h&gdybe I'll try calling her that."



"l wouldn't recommend it."
"What not?" The blond haired man glanced over softeénd.

Hercules sat down and patted his partner's kndes 'I$ the same woman we're
talking about right? The one that was a warlord?"

lolaus quietly laughed. "You may have a point.”

The demi-god nodded and looked away as he usHeéed,| wouldn't want to know
what Gabrielle would do."
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"You told him?"

"Yeah." Xena sighed as she continued to scraphefttales on the last fish. She
stopped and peered up to her friend. "You... domid?i

Gabrielle chuckled. "No." She shrugged. "l meast had..." She saw her soulmate
going back to scaling the fish. "lolaus kiss mé&g snumbled. Now she saw her
warrior stop scaling the fish.

"He what?" The warrior asked in a calming but lovice.
The bard glimpsed over to her partner. "Kissed me."

"That's what | thought." The Warrior Princess coaéid her scaling. "'l kill him,"
she ushered to nobody but herself.

A quiet laugh left the young woman. "No you wonS$tie brought in a long breath.
"Because I'll kill Hercules then."

Xena laughed with a grin. "And you would with ydamper."
"Yes," growled the small woman. She started to leadjttle.

The warrior snickered and finished scaling the.fi§o, this means we need to make
a personal space zone between us and the boys."

Gabrielle laughed, stopped cutting the fish intgpst and glanced at her partner with
an amused look. "You're talking such centaur sk it's not even funny."

The older woman laughed while taking her knifedbtbe fish now. "I don't talk CS."

"Pffft... try BS then." The bard snickered and tobk handed strips of trout to
organize in the pan.

"Nor BS." The warrior smirked for a second. "We getting space though." Her
voice was stern.

"You're serious?" Gabrielle stopped in mid-actider head turned to the watrrior.

Xena took a deep breath as her knife stopped rgrdown the fish meat. "Yeah, |
am." She locked eyes with her soulmate. "Call itprotectiveness."



Slowly a loving smile creased the bard's lips. "kmow I've always loved that about
you."

The tall woman smiled back. "Good." She winked hadded the last two strips of
trout. She stood up after cleaning the knife arttinoyit away.

The bard finished organizing the strips of trout lleét the pan on the rock. Her staff
leaned again a tree beside her. "Xena?"

"Yeah?" The warrior put her hands on her hips aitharched eyebrow.
"l love you," whispered Gabrielle.

Xena moved instantly to pull her soulmate in tigh8he lowered her head down. "I
love you too Gabrielle." She just ushered. Her ipsssed against her bard's forehead.
"Don't... leave me huh?" A bit of a laugh escapedduiit faded out as she felt how
serious this was to her.

"l won't ever Xena, | promise." Gabrielle slowlypskd her eyes with her head resting
on Xena's chest. "Don't leave me either, right?"

"Definitely not." The warrior squeezed her soulmad®#e've got plans.”

The Amazon Queen chuckled and lifted her head. WYeado." Her right hand came
up behind her partner's head to pull her down.

Xena followed the physical command and let her $ipal over Gabrielle's.

The bard moaned lightly and pushed her left hamihag her warrior's stomach to feel
the strong muscles. She pulled back from the ksgsgainned. "You're not a bad
kisser."

The tall woman laughed. "You're not bad yourséfer eyes twinkled. She lowered
her head again and whispered, "Wait till | kiss wolittle lower on your body."

The young woman went bright red as her body warriteight."

The dark female chuckled and rubbed her cheek stg@iabrielle's. "You're cute
when you blush."

"Gee thanks." The short woman sighed dramatically.

Xena chuckled and let her lips trail over her satkts cheek. "Do you know how
beautiful you are?"

"Nothing compared to you," was the quiet answer.

The warrior smiled and brushed her lips over hed'baoft lips.
"Gods." Emerald eyes were closed. "l can't belibie"

"Neither can L." The tall woman slowly and genthpk the warm lips.

Gabrielle responded gradually. "It'll only get... raancredible.” Her mouth was
spreading open a little more.



"You have no idea." The warrior put her right hdsthind her soulmate's head. Her
tongue slipped out to insert into a warm mouth.

The bard whimpered and pressed her body into ferds. Her silk tongue was
already invading the warrior's mouth.

The kiss lasted for a few seconds but the soulnpatisd back rapidly knowing
where it would have gone if it kept going.

Gabrielle laughed a little sheepishly. "Okay, outantrol.” She turned to the pot and
raised her chest high.

Xena folded her arms over her chest. "Almost."

The young woman chuckled and lifted the pan.

"Here, I'll get your staff." The Warrior Princessached over to lift the staff easily.
"Thanks." The Amazon Queen walked along besidgadner.

"Anytime." The warrior glanced down with a smile.

Gabrielle smiled up.
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The group had eaten all of the well-cooked troobr8after they talked about a little
bit of everything. Xena and Gabrielle then decittedccompany Hercules and lolaus
to the outskirts of Amphipolis before going to $&gene. Following that everybody
made headway for sleeping since there would bé@f lground to cover tomorrow.

Xena lifted the bedroll with fur, she threw it agtdules.

The demi-god huffed as the fur and bedroll hit imnthe chest. "You sure?"
"Yeah." The warrior smirked. "Gabrielle and | don'mind sleeping together."
Hercules just grinned a little. "Good glad it wdr#... a strain for you both."

The watrrior rolled her eyes. "And don't thank nfghie turned around to walk to the
opposite side of the fire.

"Thanks Xena," called the large man.
lolaus reappeared out of the dark forest to comeaside Hercules. "Ready for bed?"

"Uh huh." Hercules turned to shove the bedroll fumdnto his friend's arms. "That's
yours."

"You sure?"
"Yes." The tall man smiled.

Gabrielle opened her eyes at hearing the bootsngptawards her. She looked up to
see her warrior smiled down at her. "Hey."



"Tired?" Xena kneeled down and began to untie bets

The bard nodded a little. "Some." She was curlednger the fur on the bedroll.
"You?"

The warrior shrugged for a moment. "Always tired."

The young woman snickered. "You're getting old."

The dark woman huffed and responded in a tease, 'lG@ve you t0o0."
Gabrielle chuckled and reached out to grasp Xdvaadd. "Mmm, | do love you."

The Warrior Princess smiled warmly as she studiagdmgreen eyes. "l know." She
stood up and took her boots off. After that her@rcame off.

"How long are we going to stay in Amphipolis?"

Xena shrugged as she picked up her chakram andi s\iaybe two days or three.
We'll see huh?"

"Yeah." The bard lifted up the top of her fur iwiite.

The older woman smiled placed the sword and chakiamm on the ground near the
bedroll and crawled into her partner's arms. Hesx dlaimed Gabrielle's in a gentle
kiss. "Sleep well Gabrielle."

"You too Xen." Gabrielle kissed her warrior's foeald then tightened her arms around
Xena. "l love you," she whispered in her soulmagais

"l love you Gabrielle." Xena tangled her legs w&hbrielle's.
All three forms shifted into their dreamscapes wiitla quarter of a candlemark.

Tomorrow would come with it's plans.

Section 2
~*Part 4*~

Gabrielle slowly came up behind her partner. Hee fedt hand came up to rest on
her soulmate's mid back. "Xena, you're not ridimgdalone."

The warrior jerked down a strap on the saddle ghewly turned her head to
Gabrielle. "Don't want to stay on the ground whk boys?" She corked an eyebrow
with her stoic expression.

"No," growled the bard, smiling innocently.

Xena chuckled as a smile broke out. "Alright.” $ifted her eyes to glance back at
where the camp use to be. "You ready boys?"

Both Hercules and lolaus came strolling up in tleemmg sun.

"Yup," lolaus replied.



Xena nodded, turned to Argo, and mounted. Afterdoats slipped into the stirrups,
she held her hand down to her bard.

The Amazon Queen handed over the staff first artdiveal her soulmate place it back
with the saddlebags. Then she was offered anotret and she easily took it.
Gabrielle then found herself hauled up and sittmfyont of Xena. She glimpsed back
at her friend and asked, "The front?"

The tall woman just grinned. She slipped one awaraal her soulmate's waist and in
the other hand she took the reins. "Let's go."

lolaus shook his head as he watched the mare lozad tthe road. He peered up to the
demi-god. "Why does she always act like the ledder?

"Maybe 'cause she ran an army." Hercules lookechdmswan evil smirk came across
his lips.

The small man huffed. "Thanks." He jogged ahead.
The large man chuckled a little and went joggingaahto catch up.
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Xena dismounted Argo then helped her bard down.s8b#ed up to her mare's head
and grabbed the reins.

"Argo doesn't like bridges?"

The warrior glanced over to Hercules. "She's notifof narrow ones... especially
over deep gorges like this."

The demi-god nodded. "She'll be fine?"

"Yup." Xena started walking towards the bridge witlr soulmate.
The boys followed behind.

The air was filled with the roar of the large rivar, far below them.

Gabrielle suddenly felt the urge to walk over t@és bags and get her staff. She then
came back up to her friend's sides. "I hate this."

Quickly the warrior glanced down and knew what steant. "You'll be okay?"

"Yeah," replied the bard quietly. "Just as lond'msnot hanging over this gorge by a
rope."

The older woman stepped closer to her partner and Gabrielle's shoulder a tight
squeeze.

The bard peeked up with a smile. "Thanks."

Xena smiled warmly then gazed ahead. Within a feeosds they passed over the
bridge and were on the opposite side of the gorge.



The Amazon Queen breathed a sigh of relief.

The group soon began to enter into the woods dnaway of the road but soon
found themselves slowing down and coming to a stop.

The warrior narrowed her eyes and walked back tortage's saddlebags. Reaching in
she pulled out her whip to tie on her side.

Hercules came up to his friend's side. "Do you kndvat that is?"

The tall woman shook her head as she listenecettothh sound of scraping that
echoed through the forest. "No, | was hoping yal"di

"Nope." The demi-god was tense. "It's coming towarsl."
"Uh huh." Xena patted her mare's rump. "Go on"girl.
Argo whined a little and trotted off into the wod@s from the approaching sound.

Gabrielle took a few steps back as the scrapingadaser. "Xena... what is that?"
She raised her staff.

"I don't know." The warrior reached behind to ursghe her sword.
lolaus followed suit and unsheathed the swordssidie.

Slowly the group turned their heads to the rightaals the forest. Once they did a
huge ugly head popped out of the forest. The moogtened its mouth and screeched
at the group.

"Great," mumbled the watrrior, "a hydra." She glanpdat the demi-god.
Hercules shrugged. "A little entertainment."

Suddenly the hydra snapped its head forward, sgrilexsmall group scattering.
Xena and Gabrielle jumped one way and the boystter.

Xena glanced over to the men. "We can use thaedorg

Hercules nodded. "Let's go." He turned to the hyahéh waved his hand. "Come on
you ugly sucker. Come and get me." He startedridack to the gorge.

The hydra roared and slithered down the road foligvafter the demi-god.

The warrior, lolaus, and Amazon Queen followed behAs soon as they came up
from behind they found Hercules fighting the hydese handed. So they joined in
with the fight.

Xena came up to Hercules's side. "So, you wanmavtitrin the gorge?" She smirked.
The large man sighed, ducked from a hydra attdely bounced up again. "Yup."
"Good."

"So what's the plan?" lolaus asked, ducking arclati@side them.



"Herc is going..." Xena slashed forward with her savtwr stop the hydra from
attacking them. "To throw him in the gorge."

The small man chuckled. "Good luck big guy."”
"Thanks." Hercules sighed, punched forward hittimg hydra hard in the face.

The hydra's head snapped up causing it to becogrg.dnwhipped its head towards
the bard. It's mouth slowly opened in a sneer.

"Xena!" Gabrielle raised her staff as she saw fardistart an attack.

"Gabrielle!" The warrior went running ahead, bu¢ stas too late. For the first time
her running wasn't fast enough and she watchetdrdrget hit by the hydra's head.
She stopped dead in her tracks and went frantiov@abrielle went flying over the
ledge into the gorge. "No, Gabrielle!" She wentnuag towards the ledge and leaped
off.

"Xena!" lolaus turned towards the ledge to see blmhwarrior and bard gone. "No,"
he whispered.

"lolaus, | need your help," Hercules yelled, punghiorward to strike the hydra.
"lolaus!" He jumped away as the hydra lunged. "Tihbg fine, | need your help."

The small man shook his head out a daze and twonelp fight the hydra.
"Xena!"

The warrior grabbed her whip as she went divingrddve cliff side and snapped it
towards her soulmate.

Gabrielle franticly reached up to clench the enthefwhip.

When she saw her partner's hands closed over the<ena reached out with her free
hand to swipe franticly at the cliff side.

They fell faster and faster towards the roaringmivheir head's pounded and their
bodies screamed at the nearing death. The air wHipp leaving them gasping for
air.

The Warrior Princess's hand suddenly became emtéingla handful of vines. She
came to a jerking stop and swayed back and fortthewines.

The bard held tightly to the end of the whip. Steaged down at the river, it was a
lot larger than what it had been earlier. She Beukyes tightly and dug her head into
her arms as she dangled in the air.

Xena rammed her heels into the side of the cliff glanced down to her partner. She
breathed heavily. "Gabrielle?"

The young woman didn't look up. Her memories ofléiva pit were flashing through
her mind leaving her shaking and scared.

The warrior had wide eyes as she tried to figutendat to do. "Come on Gabrielle, |
need you." She held tightly to the whip. "Gabrielle going to sway you towards the



cliff so you can grab it. Alright?"
Gabrielle shook her head and closed her eyes tigitena," she whispered in fear.

Xena closed her eyes. "You can do this Gabrieben Inot leaving you like this; we're
not going to fall." Her eyes locked with emeralaesn"You'll be fine," she whispered.

The small woman took a deep breath as she foreeghé&mories away. "Alright," she
finally said.

The warrior smiled reassuringly. "Here we go." $aeefully began to swing the whip
back and forth. She watched her partner whilerlisggto the roar of the river below.

Gabrielle reached out and easily found herselfihgldnto the cliff side and drove
her boots into small crevasses.

"Now climb up a little and tie the whip around yauaist. Got me?"

The small woman slowly nodded and silently climib@dhe cliff until she reached a
small ledge. She then stopped to tie the whip atdwan waist.

"Can you make it up to me?" Xena jerked her halitfl@on the vines to get a better
grasp.

The bard nodded faintly and slowly climbed up thi side with a quivering body.

"There you go, you got it Gabrielle," coached trenor. "Take your time. We'll let
the boys have fun with the hydra," she grinned.

Gabrielle peered up with a small smile at the j&4@e took a deep breath and
continued up the cliff.

"You're almost here." The warrior watched tensedgdy to spring into action if her
soulmate fell.

The young woman made it up beside Xena only clingpé cliff side in fear. "That
was not fun," she whispered.

"I know." Xena moved to face the cliff instead efeolooking the gorge. "How you
feel?"

The bard shook her head and closed her eyes.

"It's alright." The warrior leaned over and pla@edentle kiss on her bard's temple.
Xena tied the end of her whip around her waist.|l&ast we didn't hit the water
huh?" Another grin took her lips.

"Yeah." Gabrielle chuckled a little and glancedhet partner. "Would have been one
mean belly flop."

The tall woman laughed quietly then shifted cldsdner friend. "Alright, climb onto
me, and wrap your legs and arms around me."

"Xena, | can-"

"No you can't." The warrior sighed. "Your body sk up.” She sadly smiled. "Let



me at least get us half way up the cliff."

Slowly the bard nodded and moved to grasp her satelnider arms went around
Xena's breasts while her legs tangled around tmgora waist.

"Here we go." Xena took a deep breath, shifted dway the vines, and began to
climb.

Gabirielle lowered her head towards the river.

"Whatever you do don't look..." The tall woman siglasdshe felt Gabrielle's head
dig into her neck. "Look down." Another dramatiglsicame from her.

Gabrielle chuckled a little while holding tight8Sorry," she whispered.

"It's... alright." The warrior gritted her teeth wiclimbing up the cliff side. She
could feel her muscles straining.

The bard breathed deeply then released the breatkigh. "Heights... | hate
heights." She lifted her eyes up to see how fahep had to go. "First it's Argo, then
the lava pit, and now this gorge."” A small laugbaged her lips. "I think somebody is
trying to get me over my fear of heights."

"You're probably right," Xena chuckled.

The Amazon Queen's expression dropped. "Xena, vghasestaff? If it's floating
down that river Ephiny will kill me."

The tall woman took a deep breath while fumblingnd another handhold. "It's up
on the ledge, don't worry."

Gabrielle nodded slowly. She then leaned her hatadhier soulmate's neck. "Once we
get to the top we'll still have the hydra to deghw

"That's not in my schedule."” Xena sucked in a bread pulled herself up. Her body
soon became coated with a layer of sweat. "Heranddolaus better take care of it."

"Yeah," the young woman laughed quietly. "Fightimglras isn't in our job
description."

The warrior laughed and stopped climbing for a sdctBut bacchae, dryads, and
crazed gods are?"

"Yup." The small woman snickered.

Xena shook her head with a grin and continued thi¢ghclimb. "I'm still trying to
understand why | always carry you up things. Fkiratas the well, next the lava pit,
and now it's a cliff side."

"Are you really complaining?"

The Warrior Princess corked an eyebrow and glanpeo see the top coming closer.
"Complaining about your body against mine... never."

A small laugh came from the small woman. "Good.& 8ok a deep breath and said,



"I think I can climb now."

"You sure?" Xena stopped, pressing her body agtiestliff.
"Yeah, | know you can handle it but | don't want'to

"Hey." The warrior's voice was quiet. "l love camy you up."

"I know," Gabrielle chuckled and began to shifteSloon found herself clinging to
the cliff side instead of her warrior.

"Okay?" The older woman glanced at her partner.

The short female simply nodded and started climbomghe cliff.

The warrior followed along side. "Watch your foa}it

"Yes ma'am." Gabrielle smirked at her partner.

"Ha ha." The warrior rolled her eyes and hauledg&éup the cliff side.

The roar of the river below wasn't quite as loud/nS8oon the sound of the hydra's
screaming filtered to them.

Xena lifted herself up and growled, "They betteoti that hydra over.”

The bard chuckled briefly but stopped as she saakedliff side. "You know we'll
have to do it." She smirked to her partner. "Mem gaver do anything right."

The tall woman laughed. "Uh huh, then explain towhg we're climbing a cliff
side?"

The Amazon Queen laughed and stopped climbing. dGamt."
"I know." Xena stopped for a breather. "How yourdyi"

Gabrielle breathed deeply. "I'm fine." She lookeda see how far they had to go. "l
might make it." She sighed dramatically at theatise.

"Well... let's make it before nightfall.” The WarriBrincess continued climbing.
"Next time you need to find a smaller gorge tolewn into."

"Oh that's so funny."” The young woman mock glanmed started climbing again. "I'll
remember that for the future.”

"Good." The older woman smirked momentarily. "Adseit was a river instead of a
lava pit."

Gabrielle partially huffed. "Glad my dire straiglatiee a little more satisfactory.” She
saw the ledge coming into better view.

"Uh huh." Xena grinned for a moment and stoppedemhaiting for Gabrielle to
catch up.

The short woman came up beside her partner.



Suddenly the pair heard a, "Look out below!" A laaileeching scream followed.
"Xena!" Gabrielle's eyes widened as she saw theahyd the ledge above them.

The watrrior lifted her right hand to press Gabedlard against the cliff. "Kiss the
cliff." She pressed her body hard against the rbekself.

The hydra's head flew back from the force of a blamd it tumbled over the side of
the cliff with an ear-piercing cry.

Gabrielle was hit by the hydra on her side. SheHes hold with one hand and
slipped. "Xena!"

The warrior's right arm instantly wrapped arounddwlmate’'s waist to hold her.
"Grab the cliff."

"This is just not... my day," grumbled the small wanes she clamped her hands on
the handholds. She came up beside Xena.

Xena sighed. "You okay?"

"Uh huh." Gabrielle shivered. "l think | felt itéabber on my back."

The dark woman laughed but glanced up to the Iedimme on, let's go."
"Yeah," groaned the Amazon Queen.

Together they started to climb again.

"How's the weather down there ladies?" Herculeskeadiwhile waving.
"Why don’t you come down here and find out?" Xee#ed with a glare.
The demi-god put his hands to his hips. "No tladtight."

lolaus came up beside his friend and peered dowheadtvo women climbing the cliff
side. "You guys want a rope?"

"No... no." Xena lifted herself up and yelled, "Wejaod."
Hercules shrugged. "Suit yourself. We'll wait fauy"
"How considerate gentlemen." The warrior smirkedaithe men.

The large man chuckled while crossing his armsresjdiis chest. "We did offer a
rope." He shrugged. "Call if you need help." Helsd off.

lolaus smirked.

The Warrior Princess narrowed her eyes at the smadl. "I can't wait to wipe that
smile off your face lolaus."”

The small man laughed and responded, "You havettaghere first."

"Oh we will lolaus.” The bard shot a smug look. "Wemise that."



"Herc and | will be waiting." lolaus strutted off join Hercules.

The Amazon Queen sighed dramatically. "Men." Shecentrated on her climbing.
"Yup." Xena tilted her head while hauling herseif tGotta love them."

"Yeah if you want kids." Gabrielle laughed with lgartner.
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Gabrielle fell to the ground and propped up hereksnghile breathing heavily. "That
was fun."

Xena reached to her side to untie the whip. "Gomdase."

"Right." The bard untied the end of the whip théanged to her right to see Hercules
and lolaus sitting on the ground talking. "Thighe last time we travel with them."
She peered up to her partner. "They don't evert geee

The warrior laughed quietly while coiling up theigh'That's alright.” She lowered
her eyes to her bard. "You okay?"

"Yeah." The small woman nodded a little and glintpap to her partner. "How 'bout
you?"

"Wonderful." The older woman grinned. "Think youndsavel?"
"On Argo?" Gabrielle grinned. "Sure."
Xena laughed and held her hand out. "Come on."

The young woman took the hand and was helped téekerShe then searched out her
staff and joined the group.

Soon the four friends were back on the road withoAThe boys told their story to
the girls about how they stopped the hydra. Gdbrieas rolling her eyes thinking
how much better she and Xena could have done. Kathdhat mutual feeling with
her soulmate even though they'd been on the di€. £ventually they all came to a
fork in the road, one went south the other brancaesd.

"Well boys, this is where we split." Xena put hantds to her hips.

Hercules nodded slowly. "Was great seeing you both.

"l wish the feeling was mutual." The warrior smidke

The demi-god laughed for a moment. "You'll nevegiee me for the hydra huh?"
"Nope." The tall woman shifted to hug the large man

Gabrielle was soon exchanging hugs with lolaustéactules.

Oddly enough, the Warrior Princess gave a hugleusoas well. She was glad that
she could finally give one to the small man aftesirt past history.

Afterwards they split, the soulmates headed easéwhe boys went south to Delphi.



"That was nice." Gabrielle gazed down the road.
The warrior slowly nodded. "Was a surprise."

"Yeah." The Amazon Queen chuckled. "Well, we canhydlras in our book of
creatures we've fought.”

"Try cliffs,” the tall woman smirked. "We never Hgdought that hydra.”

The young woman laughed then slowly nodded. "Tr88€ became serious. "Thank
you for saving me."

Xena smiled briefly then grinned. "In my job deption.”
"No doubt,” mumbled the bard. "One of your manyisKi

"Really." The warrior sighed dramatically. "It isskill to save you." She received a
playful slap to her stomach.

"That was so funny | forgot to laugh," Gabriellagdd but grinned.

The older woman snickered but sighed contently.I'WMe2 should be in Amphipolis
in about half of a candlemark."

"Good." Gabrielle's free hand cover her stomacigtiRn time for dinner."

Xena laughed and wrapped an arm around her soudnsaigulders. She kissed her
bard's temple and whispered, "I love you."

The young woman smiled warmly and responded, '# lpou too."
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The warm exchange of greetings, hugs, and stoagédben done by the late night.
Cyrene was more than happy to see her daughtdrvesmtdriend. She loved company
and outside news along with the bard's storiegsh&entire evening Gabrielle was in
bard mode while her partner listened carefully.ebgr for her part had been worried
for Gabrielle after hearing the rumors of her ddagk death. She wasn't even sure if
her daughter had truly been killed. Part of hed s@ and now as she sat there
listening to the story of what happened, it left smiling. Smiling because she knew
the real reason why her daughter fought to comk tmalife. She could even see it in
the bard's eyes.

Later that evening the soulmates finally made tivay to Xena's old bedroom.
Gabrielle sat on the bed with a scroll and quill.

Xena came out of the washroom and wearing onlydathers. She crawled into the
opposite side of the bed and slowly stalked ovéretosoulmate.

The bard pretended not to notice and kept tryingrite.

The warrior came right up to her partner and nukhker neck. She glanced over her
bard's shoulder to peer down at the familiar hartdwr She grinned and then slid her
arms around Gabrielle's waist.



"Hey, I'm trying to write here," the young womamugaained, grinning evilly at her
friend.

"Oh?" The dark woman pressed her lips into her'barelck. "I didn't notice.”
"Then what did you notice?" whispered the Amazor€pu

The tall woman grinned while kissing her soulmate'sk. "Just an incredibly
beautiful woman."

"Mmm, good answer."

Xena grinned while leaning down to kiss the yourmgnan gently. She lifted her head
with a smile and circled her legs around Gabriélmw long are you going to
write?"

"How long do you want me to write?" Gabrielle greah

"However long you want to." The warrior brought laems up onto her soulmate's
shoulders and reached down to the scroll. She aeiplunrolled it to see how long
it was. "Mmm, how stocked is your scroll supply?"

"Not bad." The young woman sighed and relaxed ln@ckXena. She then reached
forward to take the scroll and began to roll it Upl. write later."

"Oh?"

"Uh huh." Gabrielle placed her stuff on the floBhe turned in her soulmate's arms to
snuggle into Xena's warm body. "Gods, | love yomxé

"And | love you my bard." Xena kissed her partnfatehead and lay back on the bed,
taking her partner with her.

The young woman smiled as she lay on top of hensate. She pushed back her
lover's bangs with a smile. Her fingertips thewétad down to brush over smooth
lips. Slowly her fingers went over her warrior'skend then to the top of her chest.

The warrior watched intently as her hands caretudligl Gabrielle at the sides.

Gabrielle was immersed in what she was doing. $®orsmall hands came up to the
leather straps and she began to carefully pull tbéntHer eyes flickered to Xena's
eyes for authority.

Xena smiled warmly in response while bringing handis up to clasp her partner's.
Slowly she helped her soulmate pull the straps down

The bard had slid down her warrior's body a lighel saw as the rim of the leathers
peeled back to reveal large breasts. "What happente breast dagger?"

The older woman quietly laughed. "It's with theestiwveapons,” she grinned.

The Amazon Queen grinned but lost it as she werdise She was a bit unsure about
things now.

"Just do what feels right," whispered the warrior.



Gabrielle considered that and kissed her soulmateny before her lips came closer
to her warrior's right breast.

Xena could feel the warm breath touching her bseastl then felt the warm lips take
her breast. She moaned softly while keeping hes @mound her bard.

Gabrielle started with a gentle sucking and thesatlicking. After a few moments
her right hand came up to knead the other breasts.

The warrior tried to remain still as the bard leatof her breasts. She felt the instinct
to arch her back into Gabrielle, but she stoppesddie One thing at a time. But she
kept with the low moans and whimpers. When shedelth close over her nipple her
eyes shut and a strong desire shot through hercdBsul," she whispered.

The bard understood the warning. She left the besaswent to the other one. She
switched it up. She mainly repeated the processdnath she finally ended her
learning she found her soulmate breathing heavy.

The warrior kept her eyes closed while trying tereher breathing.
"You okay?" The bard asked with concern.

The older woman grinned while her eyes drifted opPerfect.” She took a deep
breath and felt more in control. "You?"

Gabrielle quietly laughed. "Real good." She leagi@dn to kiss her partner. When
she lifted her head she began to pull the stragls lya.

Xena still was grinning.

"What's the grin?" The bard corked an eyebrow,sgds$er arms over her friend's
chest, and settled her chin on her arms.

"Would you like to try something... different?"

Ever so slowly the young woman lifted an eyebraiv.."depends." A small grin
creased her lips.

"Let's try sleeping in the nude."
Gabrielle's eyes widen. "What, so we can see whdaiee it the longest?"

The Warrior Princess shrugged. "Not exactly bybif can't handle it... that's
alright." She patted her partner's shoulder.

The short woman narrowed her eyes. "Alright, yoturge."

"l knew that."

The bard huffed with a grin. She rolled off her m@rand stood up.

Xena did the same and saw Gabrielle starting taagnher top. She grinned.

The young woman raised an eyebrow and began tahakiep off after unlacing it.

The taller female slipped off her leather straps started to slide out of her leathers.



She watched Gabrielle's newly formed muscles ihteAtfter her leathers were off,
they joined Gabrielle's clothes on the chair.

The Amazon Queen took a shaky breath and peerathgr partner.
The warrior smiled warmly and took a step closére"don't have to."
The small woman quietly laughed with a sigh. 'Ju'st different huh?"

"Yeah." Xena lowered her head. "Just remember g@gorgeous, so there's nothing to
worry about."”

Gabrielle nodded a little as she took a step tohergpartner. She felt all of her body
press into Xena's warm and smooth body. She chaieklgtle. "Skin on skin."

"Uh huh."

The bard smiled after she pulled away. She staotgdn evilly and took a step back
to act like she was examining her partner's bodyd@lity.

The Warrior Princess sighed dramatically with ag8he held out her arms and
began to turn in a circle. "How's this look?" Shene back to face her partner.

Gabrielle shrugged and nodded a little. "Not tod fma an old warrior."

Xena narrowed her eyes and quickly moved to liftdmaimate. "Right." She carried
her partner into the bed and settled into the meid8he pulled Gabrielle on top of her
body. "Old warrior?"

A small laugh escaped the small woman. "Okay, theng and sexy warrior. How's
that?"

"You're helping my confidence now." The warriordesl the top of her bard's
forehead.

The blond grinned, then went serious. "Really thpygu're perfect Xena." She
smiled warmly. "You're beautiful, powerful, gentpeerfect blue eyes, amazing
smile..."

Xena chuckled with a contented look.

Gabrielle grinned. "And just unbelievably sexy."eSbwered her head close to
Xena's. "And | get you."

"Everything." The warrior smiled warmly.

The bard closed the distance and kissed her wavkben she pulled back she had a
huge smile. "Hades, I'm lucky."

The Warrior Princess grinned while pushing herrgats head down on her chest.
"Go to sleep.”

"Try you mean." Gabrielle tucked her head undersoatmate’'s chin. She closed her
eyes.



"Sleep well." The warrior kissed her partner's fie@d and closed her eyes.
"Night Xen." The bard quickly found sleep like fsulmate.
~*Part 5*~

Gabrielle stepped out onto the porch of the tav@he lifted her hands over her head
and stretched. As she did this, her eyes scanmeeehtipty village in the early
morning. Her eyes slipped shut while she stretehkttle more with her stomach
arching out.

Xena came up from behind and slipped her arms drbanbard's stomach.
"Morning."

The Amazon Queen smiled while lowering her armad@&morning.” She reached
behind to pull her soulmate's head down.

The warrior responded with a gentle kiss. Oncekib® finished, she straightened,
with her arms still around her bard.

"So, what's the plan?"
The Warrior Princess shrugged. "I think | may dmecsparring. A little rusty."

"Right," was the sardonic response. Gabrielledilier head as she studied the village.
"I think | may take a walk. It's nice out."

"Won't be for long."

"I know." The bard leaned into her partner. "Nothwthe winter coming."
"Uh-huh."

Gabrielle peered up at Xena. "Let me know if yountnaasparring buddy later."
Xena's lips tweaked with a grin. "Of course.”

"Okay." The bard chuckled while turning her attentto Amphipolis. "I think I'm
going to go for that walk... wake myself up."

"Let's hope so."

"Hey." The small woman jabbed her partner's stontigtitly. "I was up before you."
"Physically."

Gabrielle rolled her eyes. "Never get any crechuad here."

Xena chuckled while lowering her head. "But youight, you were up before me."

"Maybe because | was sleeping on top of you." Simngd, straightening up. "You're
going to spar?" She turned around in Xena's arms.

"Yeah a little later. When you get back, come fine."

"Definitely." Gabrielle got up on her tiptoes teskiher soulmate. She smiled warmly



and shifted out of Xena's arms.

"Don't forget your staff."

"Oh Hades." The bard laughed while walking into tidaeern to get her staff.

Xena watched as her partner came back out witktaéfr She grinned. "Be careful.”
"Xena, I'll be right in the area. You'd be ablé&ar me scream.”

"l know but you always manage to find trouble."

Gabrielle walked down the steps and glanced backNg trouble finds me." She
smirked and started walking off.

The older woman quietly laughed with a contentedesrti love you," she called.

The Amazon Queen spun around and smiled. "Lovegouen." She winked and
turned forward again to head through the village.

The dark warrior grinned to herself and watcheddoelmate disappear, heading out
of the village. She sighed heavily and she wert Irdr mother's tavern.
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Gabrielle came up along side the stream. She stiogipe peered down into the water.
She watched the water trickle by and through thallstocks. She glanced up to stare
across the stream. She looked harder because stednwoof prints on the other side.
She tilted her head a little. "That's a lot of hpahts." She narrowed her eyes,
looking for a way to cross the stream. Soon shéegpcome small stepping stones.

The Amazon Queen knelt down beside the horse haakmand touched them with
her free hand. She noticed how considerably dempwiere. She looked down at the
stream's edge and began to realize just how maofypnimts there were in the ground.
Her eyes widened as the realization dawned. "AryArsie whispered.

"Brilliant deduction,"” growled a woman.

Gabrielle looked up in a flash only to have heef@ad slammed by the butt end of a
sword. She went crashing to the ground, the imag¢glaoedheaded warrior locked in
her mind.
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Gabrielle lifted her right hand to her foreheade Skard a rattle that resulted from the
movement of her hand. She also sensed the heaghtw® her arms. She touched
her forehead and pulled her hand back as warndlicpated her fingertips. Slowly
she opened her eyes. Blood. She then gazed ovbotgito see her wrists and ankles
shackled to a post in a tent. "Oh great," she gtedib

"Isn't it?"

Gabrielle peered up to see the woman who had kadda&eout. Tall, dark expression,
leathers, large built, and with flaming straighd reair. "Who are you?" the bard
asked.



"The more important question here, is who are yau#® warrior knelt down in front
of Gabrielle.

The bard raised an eyebrow. "Gabrielle."
Slowly an evil grin creased the woman's lips.

Gabrielle instantly regretted in telling this wonfaer name. Sometimes she forgot
how much her name was attached to Xena's. It cmdther dearly.

"Perfect." The redhead warrior reached forward \weth free hand to cup Gabrielle's
chin. "Then you have Xena's body. Do you not?"

If only she knewthought the young woman. "Xena?"
The woman stuck Gabrielle's head, ramming it baekrest the wood pole.

"Don't play games, Gabrielle," she said, narrowiaghazel eyes. "We both know
who we're talking about. She was recently killed &er body is worth a lot of money
to some people.” She tilted her head a little. firagain | think you know that."

"Why do you want her body?" Gabrielle asked, opgimer eyes once more.

"For the money of course. You can't run an armyeuat money. Can you?" she
sneered. Her expression suddenly brightened. '$amele... warlord of this grand
army." She grinned now. "And you are Gabriellertea/ly Amazon Queen and
partner to the once Warrior Princess." She leaowdrids Gabrielle. "I know you
have her body and | know you brought her here tbuseed.” She narrowed her eyes
as her temper rose. "You will live longer if yoll tee where her body is."

"And if | don't?"

"Then you and Amphipolis will be destroyed," sheugjyed. "And | will find Xena's
body anyway." She rose up to her great height. "Naxe four candlemarks to
decided your fate and the town's."” She turned oméels and left the tent.

The bard dropped her head against the post. "WandeBhe sighed deeply. "Why
didn't | take Xena with me on the walk?"
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"Why didn't | go with her on that walk?" Xena tvad her sword while jumping back
to do a few sword drills. As she did this she cmntid to mumble under her breath. "I
know | hate walks but..." she lunged forward. "I |dy&ng with Gabrielle." She
stopped practicing when she noticed her motheramgiieg around the corner.

"A little practice dear?"

Xena nodded, sheathing her sword. "A little rusty."

Cyrene raised an eyebrow. "Depends on your dedmiif rusty | believe."
The daughter laughed. "True."

The mother smiled for a moment but lost it as lerds went to her hips. "Where's



Gabrielle?"

"She went for a walk."

"And you didn't go with her?"

The warrior shook her head with a sigh. "Probahtysd have." She folded her arms.
Cyrene nodded in agreement. "Probably."” A grin gedaher lips.

The tall woman sighed very dramatically. "Is thigualt trip mother?"

"Mmm." The innkeeper turned around. "It's whatex@ur want it to be dear." She
walked back towards the tavern.

The Warrior Princess quietly laughed. She startaliting off in the direction
Gabrielle had left the village. Once outside of ¥illage she found her soulmate's
tracks with the staff marks. She easily followeédnthat a jog and they led to a stream
with stepping-stones. She took the steps acrossh®aother side, she spotted all the
hoof tracks. Her eyes narrowed instantly as hegrdsefs came to life. "What'd you get
yourself into now, Gabrielle?" she whispered qyiethile kneeling. She studied the
ground and saw her partner had been kneeling.Hgimenoticed impressions on the
ground as if a struggle or fall had happened. "lHadshe growled and stood in a
flash.
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Xena slowly knelt down and leaned back againstréegs trunk. She had a perfect
view of the army's camp from high up in the trestdphe memorized the layout of
the camp. And she realized just how big of an attms/was. Gazing over to her right
she noticed a tent with two guards.

"Stay alert!" the order was yelled across the camp.
The two guards at the camp straightened up inémbin.

Slowly the warrior sought out the owner's voicer Eiges rested on a tall redhead
woman. She studied the warlord with interest alma pame into mind. Carefully she
reached up between her breasts to extract a amball Ehe popped the top off and
covered the top with her index finger. She turriexiile upside down as a thick red
liquid cover her finger.

Xena then brought the tube up right. Her right @&ngame up to smear across her lips
to leave her lips tainted a deep red. She placeddp over the tube again and slipped
it into a small slit in her leathers at the wa&e straightened up and jumped from
the tree, landing on the ground neatly. Her eye=réd into a crystal blue at knowing
what she was about to do to get Gabrielle back.

The Warrior Princess strolled right into the camthva huge grin. "Nice day huh?"
She smiled to the man walking by.

The man watched her walk by and stopped as hismuropped.

Xena wanted to laugh but kept walking through e towards the warlord.



Every last man in the army stopped to watch Xen& wmough, mouths gaping.
"Semele, look."

The warlord sighed dramatically and slowly turnealuad. Her eyes widened at
seeing the tall dark warrior coming towards hert &81Xena neared she began to grin.
"Back from Tartarus, are we?"

The Warrior Princess smirked while stepping ugh®warlord. "Hades couldn't
control me. So he sent me back." She shifted heghtveo her right foot. "l do believe
you have something that is mine." She narrowedhes. "I'd like her back with no
scratches.”

"I'm afraid | can't deliver on the no scratchesh&¢Wwarlord glanced up and down
Xena's length. "She was a little... uncooperative."

"Well, let's hope you're a little more cooperatilian she was." The warrior took a
menacing step. "l get angry when the things thkirigeto me are harmed.”

"She's fine." Semele folded her arms.

Xena lowered her head and began to circle the wearlo

Semele pivoted in place to stay facing Xena.

"I want her back." The warrior narrowed her ey&»,"what do you want?"

"l want you." Semele tilted her head with a gridoWwever, trying to kill you would
be asking for my own death."

"Very good." Xena continued circling the tall wom&what is your price?" She
raised an eyebrow. "Nothing is ever free."

The warlord chuckled. "Very true Xena." Her handswto her hips. "I still want
you." She smirked to the other tall woman. "l waoinething out of this," she said
deeply then took a step closer to the warrior. tnauld be you," she said quietly
and let her fingers travel over Xena's lips.

"l figured as much." Xena stepped back. "Let's malk@rangements then."

"Agreed." Semele spun around on her heels towtdking through the camp.
"Follow me."

The Warrior Princess's eyes went dark as she felfidvehind. She ducked into the
tent that was located in almost the center of #re "And your ideal arrangement
is?"

"You want the bard." Semele slowly turned back atbwith glistening eyes. "And |
want you." She shrugged. "It's simple as that. Ybave your bard after | have you."

"Then it's agreed?" Xena raised her hand with ketbeyebrow.
"Agreed." Semele took the large hand with a strgnmg

The two women shook harshly.



The warrior suddenly stopped shaking but didn'gtetShe gave a hard jerk to
Semele's arm.

The warlord was smashed into the other woman's.flgy narrowed her eyes with a
grin.

A cat grin creased along Xena's expression. Simedetrward to capture the other
woman's lips roughly. She let go of the warlor@ladhand snaked it around her waist.

The redhead pulled away from the rough kiss. Shadt her right hand behind
Xena's head and pulled her head in to kiss witloter strength.

Xena moaned faintly and ended the kiss. Her heajped back a little as warm lips
pressed into her neck and started for her brdasmtge hands began working her
armor's clasps. Her eyes slipped closed as thepdadion came to life after so many
years.
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Gabrielle looked up when the tall woman entered.éyes went forest green. "l still
have time."

"On the contrary, you do not." Semele shifted ®right with her arms against her
chest.

The bard narrowed her eyes wondering what was ImapgpeHer eyes flickered and
saw a tall dark woman enter in. She straightenedhgn she realized it was her
soulmate. "Xena?" she whispered.

Xena smiled faintly and glanced over to Semele.r'@wngement?”
"Of course." Semele snapped her fingers.

Two guards entered into the tent. One of them st@pprward with a key and
unlocked Gabrielle's manacles.

The Amazon Queen stood, rubbing her wrists. "Areangnt?" She glanced between
the two tall women with a menacing look. She knkis tvas an "arrangement" she
was not going to be happy about.

"We'll discuss it later." The Warrior Princess tdrher attention to Semele. "We
leave unharmed."

"Of course." The warlord bowed her head. "It istgdithe agreement.” She watched
her two guards leave the tent.

"And her staff?" Xena narrowed her eyes.

Semele turned to her right to pluck the staff fitbia wall. She tossed it to the
Amazon Queen.

Gabrielle easily caught it.

Semele walked out of the tent, Xena behind, andi€l&bfollowing.



The redhead turned to Xena as she exited the"Remember my offer Xena, if you
ever get bored of this lifestyle." She steppedeads the warrior.

The tall dark woman's blue eyes went to slits. ieort, Semele."

"I won't forget you, however." The warlord leanedward to kiss Xena warmly on
the lips.

The Warrior Princess froze in place, not wantingliow anything in front of her
soulmate. Besides that, the agreement was finished.

Gabrielle's eyes narrowed, her breathing quickeawed she raised her staff.
Semele pulled back a little but whispered, "I'vearehad better in bed."

It was loud enough for Gabrielle. "You bitch," Galle growled and lunged suddenly
forward with her staff.

Xena moved instantly to grab her soulmate's stadfteeld her back. "Don't
Gabrielle."

The warlord chuckled deeply with a smug look. Shreed her head towards
Gabrielle. "She's very good, Gabrielle."

"Semele, I'll kill you," yelled the bard. She pudtagainst Xena.

"Gabrielle, stop."

The Amazon Queen jerked her staff free while btdathing heavily.

Semele just watched intently with her hands orhifgs. Her grin never left her lips.

Xena held her hands up. "Just walk away GabrieB&e shook her head. "We're
walking out of here, it's done with."

Gabrielle's upper lip twitched. Her teeth were gauohtightly as she tried to calm her
anger. Slowly she began to gain control. She toslkaky breath, lowered her staff,
and turned away. She walked off.

The Warrior Princess lowered her hands.
"Goodbye Xena."

The warrior peered over to Semele. "Enjoy the eégour life." Because it'll be short
lived, added the warrior mentally. She walked off tachatp with her partner.

Semele watched the tall dark woman power walk 6thhie@camp and out of her life.
A sad sigh left her lips as she dropped her heaudsial.

Gabrielle kept walking briskly, filled with rage.dfbreathing was still fast.

Xena left the camp and headed into the forest.bBtiee into a jog to catch up to her
partner. "Gabrielle?"

The bard ignored her and kept walking ahead. Had keas down. She didn't know



whether to cry at this point or scream.

The Warrior Princess caught up and grasped hemsaels shoulder to stop her.
"Gabrielle?"

The Amazon Queen spun around with ice green eles't... touch me," she
threatened.

"I didn't have a choice." Xena dropped her hancu'vieed to understand-"

"You need to understand something yourself, Xe@Gabrielle took a menacing step.
"Never feed me promises and go back on them. Bverytyou have said to me in the
past few days has been a crock of shit." She paossalm down. "Don't play games

with me." She turned to walk away.

The tall woman stood stunned. She pushed her beaswith her right hand. "I did
it to save you."

"I know there were a number of other ways to goudlsaving me." Gabrielle stopped
and turned back around. She threw up her free Heidiat..." She shook her head.
"What happen to your promise that you are mine®'{8Hd up her hand waiting for
an answer as she let tears roll. "That was sud¢h shshaking of her head. "You're
mine, what a load of shit, Xena." Her right hanchimrough her bangs as she tried
to control her emotions. "Just... just leave me alb8&e turned away and walked off
with her emotions surging and tears running dowrfédmee.

Xena stood still in the silent forest. She watchedsoulmate keep walking and
walking and walking till she disappeared.

~Fk ko

Cyrene lifted her eyes after wiping the table. S her daughter stumbling into the
tavern. "Xena?" She briskly walked up to her daeghtantic with concern. She saw
Xena's red eyes and damp cheeks. "What's goingQim®grasped her daughter's
hand.

The warrior closed her eyes against the pain.

"What happened, Xena?" The innkeeper guided thaavdo a seat. She bent down
with her hands in Xena's lap. "Honey, you're gdmbe worse off if you don't tell
your mother what happened.”

The Warrior Princess chuckled slightly. She raisedright elbow to the table and
leaned into her hand. "Just a bad day."

"I can tell." Cyrene collected the other womantgéshand. "What's going on?"

"I'm trying to figure that out myself.” The tall wean shook her head then rested back
in her seat. "Oooh gods," she sighed. She stared ting wood ceiling, trying to gain
control over her emotions.

"Xena."

The warrior peered down with a sad smile. "I knadis,good to tell mothers stuff.



They give good motherly advice."

"Exactly." Cyrene grinned for a second but wentrst&This has to do with you and
Gabrielle, correct?"

The dark woman nodded faintly.

The innkeeper straightened up and pulled a chewdal to sit. "Something went
wrong in the relationship?" Cyrene patted her dgerghknee. "I'm good at love
relationships.”

Xena instantly looked up.

The tavern owner quietly laughed. "Nobody comek lhamm the dead to fight for
good. Not even Hercules himself." She raised abreyein suggestion.

The warrior chuckled, then sighed. Taking a deeatbr she began to tell her tale of
the past week.

Cyrene silently and carefully listened to everythihen Xena was finished, she to
one suggestion, "Go find her."

The daughter shook her head. "No, she wants neate Iher alone.”

"That's the last thing you should do," Cyrene saginly. "Do not be stubborn. Go
find her." She had a pleading look. "Xena, she a@exl you right now." She patted
Xena's hand on the table. "Anger never out wins.lb8he stood and strolled off
towards the kitchen going in.

The Warrior Princess sighed, dropping her head bgeknst the chair. Finally, she
stood up and made her way out of the tavern.

~Fk ko

Gabrielle was back beside the stream again. HEwvghs already tossed to the
ground. She sat on a rock with her arms proppeueomrlbows. Her head was buried
her arms. She took a shaky breath and lifted hed heerest her chin on her arms.
Tears continued their mission.

The only thing her mind could do was torment hahwinages of Xena and Semele
sleeping together. In turn only pain arose in Galari She lifted her legs a little to
better hug herself. She felt alone.

The bard buried her head in her arms again. Hey bmtked with more emotions. She
lost the fury and was now in such pain that shg nakeded the right comfort from it.
But she wasn't finding it. With ragged breaths tsiegl to calm down. Within a

minute she heard somebody coming towards her. @itedva moment and slowly
lifted her head to stare at the newcomer with Bldirrision.

Xena stood emotionless. Her right knee bent forwatd her weight on her left leg.
Her arms hung at her sides as she stared at Hemateu She showed no emaotion in
her expression. However, her red eyes told anactioey.

Gabrielle stared at her watrrior, her vision cleguarittle.



The warrior didn't flinch and stood as a statue liou

The small woman locked eyes with her soulmate.s¥med to cry again when her
right hand pulled her bangs back. Slowly she stqodith her arms over her stomach
and she faced Xena.

The older woman bit her lower lip to keep from sayanything.

The Amazon Queen lowered her head and took stepsrdio her partner. She lifted
her head up once more as the droplets came dowshbeks again. "Xena?" she
whispered in fear.

"I'm right here for you," uttered the warrior.

Gabrielle quickly moved to wrap her arms arounddmerimate. She buried her head
into Xena's breasts and cried extremely hard.

Xena pulled her bard in tightly while shaking. Head lowered onto Gabrielle's
while she started to cry herself.

The young woman rested the side of her head ada@ngtartner's chest. She stared
across the stream as the last few tears came.

The tall woman held her soulmate tightly. She lddser bard's.

Slowly the soulmate's bodies began to sway babdrth where they stood. Each of
them collected their thoughts and emotions. They lsad one more thing to do.

After a little time passed, the Amazon Queen pikbse lips against her soulmate's

chest. She lifted her head with a sad smile. "bmys Xena." Her right hand came up
to brush back dark bangs. "l shouldn't be angryiboYou were trying to save me."
She shook her head a little. "l guess I'm a Ifgtdesessive."

The warrior grinned briefly but instantly lost tgen. "I probably could have found a
better way to get you out."

"Xena, it was an army. Gods only know how many mvere there." The bard shook
her head. "It would have been suicidal.”

The Warrior Princess sighed deeply. "There's alveaygher way."

"You chose the best."

"Gabirielle, | could have simply snuck you out."

"Xena-" The Amazon Queen was cut off by the twgérs over her lips.

"We could be at this all day." The warrior raisedegebrow in suggestion.
"Agreed?" Her fingers slipped away.

Gabrielle nodded a little. "We both agree abouagliseing, huh?"
"Just stubborn."” The tall woman smirked.

The small woman shrugged. "Nothing wrong with thier right hand came up



behind her soulmate's head.
"Not at all." The warrior grinned while lowering ihieead.
"Nope." The bard finished the distance to kissgatner in apology.

The older woman pulled back with a bit of a sm8ee gazed around the area. "Let's
get out of here."

"Yeah," whispered the small woman. She shiftedob¢tena's arms to get her staff.
She came back up beside her partner. "I'm neveggm another walk again."

Xena laughed while walking along side her companibliot even if | come?"

"Welll, that's different.” Gabrielle reached oveitiwher right hand to clasp her
warrior's hand.

The dark woman laughed deeply. "Good," she whigpere
Xena slowly knelt down in front of her soulmate.

Gabrielle peered down into warm blue eyes as shenstne bed. She saw Xena's
hands come into her lap. She reached forward teetitieir fingers together.

The older woman looked away then back up to Gderiérlhis isn't easy."”
The bard squeezed her partner's hands. "It's Xesiq."

"Not yet." The warrior stopped talking for an ingta'Semele... she won't live much
longer."

"What?" whispered the small woman with a confusexk|
Xena waited a moment the explained. "l placed heknpmison on my lips."
The bard tilted her head as she started to unaerstdow long does she have?"

"Not much longer." The Watrrior Princess took a heaneath. "I didn't want to tell
you, but I didn't want to hide anything." She nared her eyes. "Semele had a price
to pay for taking you."

"Xena-"

"Don't ask me to apologize for that." The warribosk her head. "That's the last thing
| will do. She had her own price to pay."

"But death?" quietly questioned the small woman.

The tall woman shrugged. "She may survive the heknbo she may not. That's for
the fates." She lowered her eyes.

Gabrielle sat mystified by her partner's actions.c@e hand she thought to be angry
again, but that wasn't what was being asked. Nofedhprotected by her warrior's
actions... her warrior's protection. Besides, it veaslate for Semele, Semele a



warlord. Leaning forward now, Gabrielle gently kissr soulmate. "Thank you," she
whispered after finishing the kiss.

Xena instantly had a questioning look.

"For protecting me," Gabrielle smiled sadly. "Yeugood at that."
The older woman laughed quietly. "Job descriptionvall."

"Gee, thanks." Gabrielle smirked. "But that's wbw ot the job."

A grin creased the dark woman's lips. But she sligifeile dropping her head. She
looked back up with a serious expression. "l amydor sleeping with Semele." Her
eyes glossed over in thought. "l wanted to spilitde blood as possible." Her eyes
focused back up on her partner. "l wasn't thinladhgut your reaction.” She smiled
sadly. "I'll be more careful from now on."

"lts okay." The Amazon Queen squeezed the largenviands. "l wasn't thinking
either." She smiled with truth. "You are mine. Amten | say that, | want to see you
come out at the end into my arms." She leaned fateakiss her soulmate's
forehead. "You've always been mine."

The Warrior Princess was smiling broadly. She stgmdnd grasped her partner's
waist.

The small woman started scooting back into theerenftthe bed.
Xena came crawling after her with a grin.

The bard chuckled and stopped moving steal a kiss her soulmate.
The older woman moaned deeply, leaning into het.bar

Gabrielle smiled with love, and her eyes sparkleth@ end of the kiss. "Together in
the end, that's all that matters."

The End



