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Section 1

~*Part 1*~

Gabrielle lifted her hands over her head as theigrdollowed the same example.
The pair had heard a bird call high in the treeslarew what it meant so they'd had

stopped walking and did a peace signal.

Quickly three Amazons came out of the trees andddron the ground. One of them
stepped forward as they pushed their mask baclqttiex two doing the same.

Gabrielle grinned. "Ep."
The weapons master smiled at the bard. "It's goeeé¢ you, my queen." Immediately
the Amazon was pulled into a hug by the small wonaad she chuckled. "How are

you, Gabrielle?"

The bard pulled back. "I'm doing well." She themad her head back to the warrior
with serious eyes.

Xena nodded grudgingly and took a step up besidpdréner. Argo was in tow.
"How are you, Eponin?"

The weapons master turned her attention to theavaitm good. Yourself?"

Xena dipped her head and replied, "Not too bad."



Eponin nodded with a smile. "Good to hear." Shaddrback to Gabrielle. "So what
brings you both here?"

"We were just passing through the area so we thougll come in for a visit."

The weapons master brightly smiled, which was faréer. "Glad you decided to
grace your nation with your presence."

The bard chuckled. "Anytime."

"Well, would you like an escort into the villagePhe weapons master waited a beat
then muttered, "My guess is no."

Gabrielle rolled her eyes then confirmed it. "Nartk you, Ep."

"As you wish." The Amazon took a step back. "Théelieve we'll head back on
patrol. I'll see you in the village later, Gabrell

"See you then, Ep." Gabrielle then watched her Aomdr@end leap into the trees
followed by the other two Amazons. She sighed aadéd against her staff for a
moment.

Xena looked to her friend. "You okay?"

The bard nodded. "Yup, let's go." She then begavatk with her staff and rather
quickly.

The warrior watched her go for a moment then shewed with Argo in tow.

~*Part 2*~
Gabrielle flopped down in the wood chair and raisedhead to look to her friend.
"Things aren't going well huh?"

The bard shook her head at her regent's quesiibey"aren't, Eph." She sighed and
leaned back in the chair.

Slowly the regent walked over to her desk and satndin a chair to face her friend.
"What's been happening?"

The bard took a long breath then replied, "Welljust had a fight before coming
here."

Ephiny furrowed her eyebrows. "Over what?"
"Xena didn't want to come here but | kept insisting

"So how'd you win her out?"



Gabrielle's face was slightly sour looking. "I juskd her I'd be angry for a real long
time otherwise." She crossed her legs at the atikdien't know why she didn't want
to come here."

The regent leaned back in her seat. "Well we batiwkshe's never really liked the
Amazons."

"Ephiny, she doesn't at least mind them... | readlg'dthink it's that." She turned her
eyes to the door then back to her friend. "Bessthestold me we could come here for
a visit anytime." Gabrielle paused and gatheredhmrghts. "Xena just has a sword
stuck up her ass." Her last words showered héation, and she knew she was wrong
in her assessment.

Ephiny though, she'd heard it and chuckled thent wemous. "Well did you two go
through a rough spot?"

Gabrielle's gaze went to the floor as she refledtezh she looked back up. "She must
still be upset about the fight with the Horde."

The regent furrowed her eyebrows. "The Horde? Ywufought the Horde?"

"Well sort of." The small bard exhaled loudly arifed in the seat. "You see, we ran
into the Athenian Army and they asked for Xenalp.h®o she... well she really got
dark."

"You mean into her warlord set of mind?"

Gabrielle nodded. "Yes, it was something else. Afte battle with the Horde she's
hardly been talking to me."

The regent crossed her arms against her chestydnidsk her why?"

The Queen arched an eyebrow. "Are you crazy? Ehise same Xena we're talking
about right?"

Ephiny grinned. "True." Then she sobered again.yhayou should try to talk to
her?"

Gabrielle shook her head. "No." She grumbled thembiled, "She'll come around on
her own. I just hope it doesn't take lonB€cause | can't take much more of the
silence and fighting.

The regent nodded. "Well, stay here for awhile ahalx. Maybe Xena will get out of
her funk."

"Or get worse."

The Amazon shrugged her shoulders. "Hopefully sbe't/ She then stood up. "Glad
you came though. It's real good to see you."



Gabrielle now stood up. "Thanks, Eph. I've missdkirig to you." She smiled
warmly.

The regent returned the smile and took a step falhyvehe hugged her friendly tightly.
"She'll talk to you."

Slowly the queen pulled back with a sad smile.ntb. It's just a question of how
long?"

"Well your Amazons will keep you busy 'til then.pliny still had her hands on the
other woman's shoulders.

Gabrielle chuckled. "Good. Party tonight?" She igeith.
"Definitely... our queen is back."
Gabrielle rolled her eyes then thoroughly teasAdy'excuse, | swear."

The regent laughed. "Sshhh, don't give away ouesé&he then leaned in to place a
kiss to Gabrielle's cheek. "I'll see you later.'hify relinquished her hold on the bard.

"Bye, Eph and thanks." She shifted to the doohefttut.

"See you, Gabrielle."

Gabrielle opened the door to the hut and steppecimsing the door behind. After
she closed the door, she brought her right hartd bpr cheek where Ephiny had

kissed her. The bard could still feel her cheek&Hlag in reaction. She grinned.
"Hmmm." After a shake of her head, Gabrielle walk&do find her best friend.

~*Part 3*~

The small bard walked into the dinning hut then gliged around for either Xena or
Ephiny. As she looked to her right, she saw Epkaying to her. Gabrielle grinned
and walked over to her friend. She sat down bdséle"What's up?"

Ephiny leaned to her left closer to Gabrielle. 'fRigfter dinner starts the party.” She
settled back into her original spot.

"Oh gods, this will be bad." Gabrielle wickedlymmned and then went stern. "Have
you seen Xena?"

The regent nodded. "I did, she was talking to $elarlier.” She lifted her mug of ale
to get a drink.

"Where?"

Ephiny lowered her mug after a quick sip. "Ovettlom other side of the hut. She
might still be there."



Gabrielle's eyes showed her appreciation. "Thdrtkik I'll see if | can find her and
get something to eat." She turned her sights bablet Amazon friend. "Need
anything while I'm up?"

The regent shook her head. "No | ate, thanks théugh

The queen stood up then padded over to the ottheosithe huge hut. She quickly
spotted Xena, who stood out against the rest oAthazons. Gabrielle made a
beeline to the warrior then stood near the wag®ide. "Hey."

The Warrior Princess looked up; her face expressssn"Hey. How are you?"
"Good. What you up to?"

Xena had a nonchalant attitude and coolly remarklct hanging around. | assume
there's going to be a party.”

"Oh yeah, you know Ephiny." Gabrielle grinned bidrdt get one back from Xena.
"Um, anyway, just came over to say hi."

"Thanks." Xena nodded slightly.

Gabrielle slightly smiled, yet it wasn't true. "Well catch you later in the hut." She
then walked off heading to the table with the food.

The warrior watched her friend walk to the foodl¢athen she turned her attention
back to the Amazons at her table.

The bard though didn't walk over to the food tabteye like stomped. She'd never
been so brushed off by her best friend than shéhese past couple of days. Each
time only raised Gabrielle's temper and frustragiddut right now she wanted to
enjoy herself since she's here with friends andnad to take advantage of it.

So that led her back to the table with her regem; sat beside Ephiny. Gabrielle
quickly ate and drank a few mugs of wine, whichnsee to relax her. Every now and
again she would look across the hut to Xena. Shkldell Xena was trying to ignore
her but could feel the warrior's piercing blue egader. Then again, it really didn't
matter to Gabrielle because she was angry witlbéstrfriend.

After most of the Amazons in the dinning hut abteytwent outside where the party
began. A large fire had been made, and the Amazens playing music as they
danced. Others sat around and told jokes and fstamies as they drank wine or ale.

After awhile the queen lost track of Xena or ratha&ve up on keeping track. She was
too busy enjoying herself and her regent.

Gabrielle broke out laughing as she heard a storg Solari. She leaned forward and
her stomach ached from the laughter. Beside hé&gany, who was also laughing
hard along with all the other Amazons in the group.



The bard took a deep breath and looked to healdfphiny. "I can't believe that
happened.”

The regent grinned. "Oh trust me it did, | was ¢ieShe turned her head and gazed
across at Eponin, who was blushing deeply. The areamaster had been just made
the butt end of an embarrassing story.

Eponin took a deep breath to stop the blushingatmit it happened.” She then
turned her head to the second in command. "I'liygatfor that, Solari.”

Solari flashed quite the smirk. "Right, Ep. Wedksabout that."

Gabrielle quietly laughed at the pair, and shertdtixed. Her smile was warm and
bright from her enjoyment.

Ephiny glimpsed at Gabrielle and observed how @é#brivas truly in rare form, and
it made Ephiny smile. "Relaxed much?"

The bard revealed a lopsided smile. "Oh yeah."

The regent winked and playfully teased, "Good." 8iem brought her right arm back
around the queen's shoulders.

Gabrielle's smile only got warmer, and she shifleder to her friend and dropped her
head against Ephiny's shoulder. Her left arm tle@necaround Ephiny's mid back.

All the Amazons in the group just grinned at trsslaey traded glances.

The regent looked away from Gabrielle to Solarinyther stories you have about
Eponin?"

The second in command turned her head to the weapaster with a grin.
Eponin narrowed her eyes. "Don't even, Solari."

Solari chuckled and averted her attention backpioiy. "Oh yeah. Where would you
like to begin?"

There was a roar of laugher from the group of Amazand Solari received a slew of
demands for a story.

~Fk ko

Most of the night had passed on, and the partyms=&med to end. Xena was around,
however she never was too far from her best frlard/et out of sight. She'd seen the
way Gabrielle wrapped her arm around Ephiny's lzexckleaning against her. That
only made the warrior's eyes narrow and her uppewitched. She'd sighed then
looked away back to the fire with the dancing Anrezd/Nhat could she do or say
anyway?Not your place, Xen&ena actually became irritated when she realihat t
aspect.



Ephiny looked to her right at Gabrielle. "Hey, yoanna dance?"

Gabrielle arched an eyebrow. "You're kidding rightter the last time | danced
here?"

The regent chuckled. "I remember that quite well."
"Oh gods." The bard groaned and closed her eyes.

The Amazon flashed an assuring smile then urgedn‘tivorry, | won't let it happen
to you again."

The smaller woman opened her eyes and peeredaiglegming amber eyes.
"Really?"

Ephiny's smile suddenly grew bright. "Promise." &leased the other woman and
stood up facing her and holding her hands out to"@®me on."

The queen grinned and took the regent's handsathempulled up to her feet. She felt
her head spin for a moment from the wine, butlineal back down.

The regent's smile hadn't slipped as she turnaddrto face the fire with the dancing
Amazons. She continued to hold Gabrielle's hantdsdeher back. She carefully
guided the other woman through all the Amazongitgeeof the area made for the
dancing. Ephiny then faced her friend. "Ready?"

Gabrielle took in a steady breath then repliedhitik so. You lead." She took a step
closer to the regent but only held one of the Amé&zbands.

"Here we go." Ephiny winked and the two women wdlk#o the space for dancing.

They quickly mixed in with the other Amazons anaczd side by side. It was a fast
beat so they moved quickly with it. The entire tiEgghiny was smiling warmly and
Gabrielle mirrored it. Here and there the queenlditaugh at herself and kept
dancing. After a quarter of a candlemark the bleated to a very fine rhythm.

Gabrielle had raised an eyebrow. "I don't rementtierthe last time."

The regent shrugged casually then explained, "Ndavet do this 'til midway through
the party." She then smiled. "So wanna keep dafting

The smaller woman scanned the other Amazons daacidgoticed they were in
pairs and holding each other. They then moved gitmthe beat. Gabrielle turned
back to Ephiny. She then figured why not? "l wolalde to."

"Great. Come closer to me." Ephiny stepped up tdriend.

Gabrielle placed her right hand on her friend'sang her left hand on Ephiny's upper
side. Ephiny though, she placed on arm around &dsi upper back and the other
around the bard's lower back. They then gracegliled along with the other
dancers.



The bard was excited as her smile showed it. "iBm's too bad."

Ephiny released a soft laugh. "You seem to be @mgoyourself."

"Definitely." Gabrielle sighed very contently. "Tikes, Eph."

"You're welcome, my queen.” The regent then brobghtright hand up and brushed
back some of the bard's hair behind her ear. Sfrewinapped her arm back around
the queen's back.

Gabrielle closed her eyes then opened them agénu're bad.”

Ephiny smirked then leaned closer and murmurekave no idea what you're talking
about."

The bard laughed then shook her head once. "UH huh.

The regent shifted past two pairs of Amazons, &edrsturned her attention to her
friend. "Well... I'm surprised Xena hasn't done amgti'

"Hades, Xena probably isn't even here."
Ephiny chuckled and shook her head as she keptrgari@hat's not what | meant.”
The bard's right eyebrow curved up. "Then what @o mean?"

The regent looked away then back to Gabrielle. S&ying | can't believe Xena hasn't
made a move on you."

Gabrielle's eyes widened for a moment. "You mean...?"
Ephiny nodded with a grin. "Yes, that's what | méan

The bard's sudden laugh held a note of surprise..'I$he wouldn't." Then her earlier
happiness drained at her thoughts of Xena.

That's when the regent quickly figured out Gabeiélhd deeper emotions for the
warrior than she cared to admit. Ephiny decidedaXlamew, didn't know, or just
didn't care to confront it at all. If that was ttese, it didn't make Ephiny happy that
somebody could just sidestep her amazing friend.

"Well Gabrielle, | don't know how she could pass yp."

The Queen smiled as she felt a bit of a blush ¢ake. "Thanks, Eph."

Ephiny lowered her head closer as a grin shapetipgser'You're welcome." She then
lifted her right hand up to the back of Gabriellegad and pushed the bard's head
against her shoulder.

Gabrielle went with it and rested her head on th@m2on's shoulder then closed her



eyes. She sensed Ephiny's arm going to her baok agee bard just let her friend
guide her in the dance.

Xena narrowed her eyes at the scene of her bestlfwith the regent. She took a
deep breath and tried to relax but couldn't. Adtshake of her head, the warrior
uncrossed her arms from her chest then stood wpwalked off into the shadows,
heading to her hut she shared with Gabrielle. A&svslked to the hut, she wondered
if she'd see Gabrielle tonight in the hut laterwould the bard spend the night in
Ephiny's hut? Xena couldn't help but wonder despiteade her stomach pitch.

The warrior went inside of the hut and closed tberdjuietly. She then removed her
weapons and began to take her armor and boot&ftdf. she was finished, Xena took
her whetstone out and sat on the end of the badthidaghts filled her head about her
recent events while she sharpened her blade.

The stone stopped in the middle of the blade, theiar lifted her head to stare at the
door for a moment. Her expression was blank th&hatl with pain, and Xena closed

her eyes. She took a deep breath, lowered her bpaded her eyes as she continued
sharpening her sword.

Solari stood up from her seat with a smile. "Well §oing to bed everybody."
Gabrielle glimpsed up at the Amazon. "Goodnighta6d

"Good night, Gabrielle." The second in command tluegned to the regent. "Night,
Eph." She grinned more to Ephiny.

The regent mirrored Solari's expression back. Y®eeomorrow, Solari. Sleep well."
"l will. Bye." Solari then strolled off in the diction of her hut.

Ephiny watched her go then turned to the bard.€|8i@" She noted it was mainly she
and Gabrielle left while most of the Amazons hdtdfta the night.

Gabrielle considered it then moved her head ineagent. "Yeah, | just hope | can
make it to the hut after all the wine | drank."

The Amazon chuckled then squeezed her right haatch#lld Gabrielle's. "I'll escort
you, my queen."

The queen was pleased and mentioned, "I couldikematherwise." Carefully, she
stood up with Ephiny. She felt her head swim, dmneldosed her eyes.

The regent quickly grasped the other woman's sleowlith her free left hand. "Wooo0
a little tipsy there."

The queen opened her eyes slowly. "Oooh yeah.'lgbighed at her situation.

Ephiny gently ordered, "Come on." She started walkiith Gabrielle.



Along the walk they were both quiet but still hélainds. Neither really saying
anything about that because it'd just sort of hapdeThey didn't seem to mind and
didn't mention it. They came up to the queen'saindt stopped near the hut.

The bard faced the Amazon with appreciative featufEhank you for tonight, Eph."

"I wish | had a dinar for each time you've thankeel"

Gabrielle rolled her eyes before she teased, "Qkagn't thank you anymore."

The regent snickered and taunted, "There you doe"tBen leaned in to place a gentle
kiss on Gabrielle's right cheek. "Get some sleep’liyhave a nice headache
tomorrow."

"So will you." The queen's expression was quitgfpla"Have any remedies?"

"Oh yeah, come by my hut and I'll help you out.”

Gabrielle sighed in relief, and she commanded,pi@pared three candlemarks after
sunrise for me to come by whining."

Ephiny bit back her laughter but promised, "Yowne"

The bard squeezed the other female's hand thaseelder hold. "See you then." She
shifted to the door and opened it quietly.

"Goodnight, Gabrielle."

"Night, Eph. Sleep well." Gabrielle then quietlypgled into her hut and closed the
door after seeing Ephiny walk off. The bard theméa around in the fairly dark hut

to see her best friend sleeping on the bed orethsitle. She sighed, shifted the table,
and took her boots off. Then she quietly and c#selipped into the bed beside
Xena and let the night's entertainment take its tol

~*Part 4*~

The sun shined right on the bard's face, she gdoaneé rolled to her left to the edge
of the bed. She slowly opened her eyes and quiekjsetted it. Her eyes rammed
shut, and she could feel her head pounding. Oh, gatiny was right. She chuckled
at that thought. Carefully, she opened her eyem agal gazed out the window that
was filled by the dawn sun. She'd said she woultbdéphiny's hut. Why not?

Gingerly, Gabrielle got out of the bed and wentrdeeher boots, she slipped into
them but didn't tie them. She noticed that Xenansekto still be asleep. So she
turned to the door and went outside in the briskmmg. The queen made her way to
the regent's hut, didn't knock, and just went in.

"Ephiny?"



The Amazon sat up in her bed and looked to her ttosee Gabrielle standing in
front of it, which made her smirk. "I thought yowwd come."

"So where's this remedy of yours?"

Ephiny softly laughed and carefully rolled out @fdb "l got it prepared last night, well
part of it." She walked over to her desk and aswailked she could feel herself
swaying. Her head was pounding as well. "Come here.

Gabrielle walked over to the Amazon's side nexh&desk. There on the desk were
two mugs filled with something sort of dark andwnish liquid. "Ephiny?"

"Drink one." The regent lifted them both and handed to her friend.
The bard picked it up and stared at the contemtss'is safe?"

"Yes." Ephiny exhaled dramatically. "Okay, on tlweict of three we'll drink it at the
same time."

Gabrielle eyed her friend but gave into the idédright."
"One... two... three."

Both women drank from the mugs and could feel itpad seep down their throats
and into their stomachs.

"Oh gods, Ephiny that was foul." Gabrielle cougldéw time and patted her chest.
She had a very disgusted look on her face becdube taste.

"Well | never said it would be like honey." Ephitgok the mug from her friend's
hands and placed both mugs on her desk again. §btéxh rather use to the taste
herself.

"You said that was part of your magical remedy?"

The regent nodded. "Yeah."

"What's the other part? I'm sort of worried thoudbabrielle rested her hands on her
hips then curiously studied her friend.

Ephiny grinned playfully but simply stated, "More&p." She glanced at her bed then
back at her friend. "Come on."

The bard's lips puckered in thought but then dekitielright... it sounds good to
me." She then walked over to the regent's bed evded into it.

The regent watched and was quite amused becaugaahenow much her friend
enjoyed sleeping. She padded over to the footeob#d then noticed a slight issue.
"Forgot the boots huh?"



Gabrielle lifted her head and her sights set orfdwdr "Hades." She began to shift.

"l got it." Ephiny leaned forward and pulled ofetlbother woman's boots and dropped
them to the floor. She then crawled into the beti@me up beside the queen. Then
she carefully pulled Gabrielle in against her badg wrapped her arms around
Gabrielle's waist. "There's the other half."

Gabrielle couldn't stop her smile, and she contis$dike this half better."

A chuckle escaped Ephiny, and she taunted, "Tivats | figured.” She then smiled.
"Go back to sleep." Her eyes drifted shut slowly.

"Sounds like a plan." Gabrielle closed her eyessanaygled her back more into the

regent's body and sighed happily. It wasn't lorfgreethe pair slipped away into their
quiet dreamscapes.
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The bard gradually opened her eyes, and she sioileerself. She could still feel
Ephiny's arms around her waist securely. Now tighténed and that made Gabrielle
grin. She rolled over to her friend.

Ephiny cracked an eye open upon seeing the quaensments. "Sleep well?"

"Definitely." Gabrielle then did a physical chedkherself, no headache, her eyes
didn't hurt, and she didn't feel nasty. "Good reyried

The Amazon released a small laugh. "It works huh?"

"Amazingly yes."

Ephiny rolled her eyes at Gabrielle's dubious t6Ranny."

"So what was in that mug | drank from?" Gabriefiquisitively lifted her eyebrow.
"You don't wanna know."

The queen considered it then she laughed. "Yoighe, i don't.” She grinned and then
buried her head underneath the other woman's Arsigh escaped her lips.

"Feel okay?"
"Yeah this is just real comfortable.”

Ephiny was quite pleased, yet she sighed and nm&@jd'| do need to go see if the
other Amazons are up."

Gabrielle snorted at that idea. "They're probalolty'n

"Maybe I'll be lucky."



The bard lifted her head up after she decided dunget"l think I'm gonna go to my
hut."

"How about | come by later on so we can get lunch?"

After a beat, Gabrielle replied, "Sounds good to lne gonna wake up then work on
my scrolls.”

"Okay, I'll be over there." Ephiny then releasedfhiend.
They rolled out of bed, and Ephiny dressed whilbrigde slowly put her boots on.

Gabrielle shifted to the door and looked back toftiend. "I'll see you at lunchtime,
Eph."

The regent hooked her sword on her back and glameedat Gabrielle. "See you
then, Gabrielle."

The queen went through the door and closed it lguiehe walked to her hut and
went inside to find Xena gone which made her diggibrielle padded over to her

scroll bag and pulled out her quill and new sci®lie hopped on the bed and crossed
her legs and unrolled the scroll then she thoughtlee start of her latest story.

Xena patted her mare on the side. "See ya, girl."

Argo nickered and dropped her head over the stalf dith sad eyes.

The warrior chuckled yet walked out of the staBlee exhaled deeply but made her
way through the village and towards her hut. Tde with Argo had helped her
relieve some of her stress but not al of it. Xemae to the door of her hut and went
inside to find Gabrielle there writing.

Gabrielle peered up with a smile. "Morning."

The warrior casually replied, "Morning."

The bard lowered her quill and scroll in her lagoiv'd you sleep?"

Xena walked over to the table and sat in one oth@ers facing her friend. "Alright. |
assumed you slept well."

The younger woman considered it after a beat. "Y8alwhere'd you go?"
"l took Argo for a ride."

Gabrielle knew exactly what that meant for Xenal &made her frown. She
wondered if it'd helped the warrior, but she susgged didn't. "Nice ride?"

"It was fine." Xena leaned back in the chair. "$® you enjoying your time here?"



"Yeah, it's relaxing."
"So I've noticed."

The bard waited a beat after she read her fridmodly language and demeanor.
"Xena... if you want to leave then we can. | woretystere if you don't want to."

The warrior instantly shook her head. "No I'm fifar would | want to ruin your
time here."

Gabrielle briefly turned away but studied the warrivho was greatly frustrating her
again. "What's going on with you, Xena?"

Xena's eyes somewhat slotted, and her defensddygergaged. "I'm fine. | just want
to make sure you're enjoying it here."

"l am."
"Yes well I'd say you are with Ephiny."

The bard groaned, but she stopped herself thefutgrasked, "Can't | spend time
with Ephiny?"

The Warrior Princess shrugged her shoulders. "Véujdn't you?"
"That's what | want to know. You sure act like batdn't be."
Xena shrugged then reminded, "I didn't say that."”

Gabrielle shook her head. "No you didn't but youitat

Xena stood up from the chair. "Well | don't contndiich... friends you spend time
with."

Gabrielle's temper finally spilled over into henép and she sharply snapped, "That's
right you don't Xena." Gabrielle narrowed her eydkr do you control my
relationships with them so just back off."

The older woman walked up to the bed, she learmehfd so that her hands touched
the bed. "l definitely will." Xena stood back upalked to the door of the hut, and
opened the door. "l wouldn't want to intrude onryimiendshipwith your regent.” The
warrior walked through the door and closed it bdhiwughly.

Gabrielle sighed then dropped her head forwardhetdhands. "Gods." She tried to

calmly breathe in hopes it'd settle her emotiortsciwvhelped but she was still
distraught about what was happening between sh&Xamnal.
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Ephiny easily agreed with Solari. "Good, get a fewazons together and start



patrol."

"Okay." The second in command then walked off.

The regent turned to her right and strolled off@abrielle's hut. She then saw Xena
coming towards her, and she felt her back stiffamqedAs she approached the
warrior, she could see the warrior's eyes darkaX@me right to Ephiny with cold
features, and she wasn't sure what to do. "HeyaXen

"Excuse me, Ephiny." The warrior's tone was cuftangd she brushed past the regent.
Ephiny turned around and watched her friend kedgimgon like she hadn't been
there. The regent shook her head. "What in the' gnaiises?" Her expression dropped
then. "Hades... Gabrielle." She turned around anlébodf running to the bard's hut.

The Amazon went right inside the hut without knockiShe found her friend on the
bed with her eyes closed breathing heavily. "Gélbfé

The queen revealed her red eyes and rasped, "Ephiny

The regent smiled sadly. "Hey." She walked oveh&bed and took the scroll, rolled
it, and set it aside with the quill. "What happepied

"She got really angry.” Gabrielle ran her right éi&lnrough her bangs. "Gods Eph, |
don't know what to do." Her burning tears rolledvddher cheeks.

"Hey it'll be okay." The regent then pulled the #sravoman into her arms.

The bard tucked herself up into the regent's lapkbamied her face into the Amazon's
neck. She softly cried, but her body trembled ffear. The fear of not knowing what
to do or what could happen.

"We'll figure it out, Gabrielle. Xena can't staattangry.” Ephiny dropped her head
on top of the bard's head. She held her smalkendrtightly.

Gabrielle nodded her head. "I hope so, Eph." Stezllher head up and stared into
bright amber eyes.

The regent smiled sadly. "She will. | promise."

The bard smiled warmly and nuzzled her cheek agdiesAmazon's and then
lowered her head down against Ephiny's neck.

"Hey?" The regent lifted her friend's head with hght hand under Gabrielle's chin.
"I'll try and help."

"l know, Ephiny."
"Good." Ephiny smiled very warmly.

Gabrielle mirrored the smile as she calmed dowmirspthen brought her right hand



up and caressed the smaller woman's cheek. Shsltwly leaned in, and her lips
captured Gabrielle's in a tender kiss. The barsedder eyes and returned the kiss
just as gently, almost scared.

Gradually, the regent pulled back with a warm eggi@n. Gabrielle shyly laughed but
leaned for another kiss. Ephiny urged the kiss elegmd the bard met the demand.
Once they pulled back, Ephiny ducked her head dovwatace light kisses to the
gueen's neck. Gabrielle moaned then her eyes stdadgd, but her eyes snapped
open upon her thoughts. "Ephiny, wait... please."

The Amazon placed one more kiss then stopped,ngdmar head against Gabrielle's
neck. "l know, Gabrielle." She frowned and berdtedself for letting this happen
between them. She knew better than to competedbri@le's affection when she
knew the bard felt so much for Xena.

The bard rested her chin on top of her friend'sih€ehank you," she sincerely
whispered.

Ephiny brought head back up. "I know you're in lewth her." She stopped and
reminded herself that Gabrielle really needed bppert. "I'm here for you though
okay?"

"I know thanks." Gabrielle leaned in then quicklsged a butterfly kiss to her regent's
cheek. When she pulled back, she grinned. "We a@atonic friendship, right?"

The Amazon closed her eyes and willed herselfamtaugh, but she did anyway.
"That's and understatement, bard." She returnedniad! kiss from earlier. "Come
here." Ephiny shifted so that Gabrielle could leanback into the Amazon's body.

Gabrielle did just that and felt her regent wrapdrens around her stomach. She
leaned back into her friend's body and closed yes.6And the pair stayed like that
for half a candlemark, Gabrielle thought out héemdima with Xena while the regent
kept her friend safe from the world around.

After some time passed, they decided it was tingetanoving so they left the hut.
Ephiny had recommended to her queen that she sdowdme sparring since the
sparring would help rid some of the stress andratisn. Gabrielle agreed but only
after Ephiny promised to spar with her.

The made it to the field and took their proper sésn The regent charged first and
cleanly missed the bard. Gabrielle reacted anc difust with the butt end of her
staff, however Ephiny parried her attack.

Ephiny jumped back and grinned. "Almost."

The queen twirled her staff. "Almost isn't good eglo.” She smirked and swung her
staff at her friend.

The Amazon stopped the swing with her sword thedrsdiveral offensive attacks with
her sword but every time Gabrielle stopped heck#ta



The queen took a step back with her staff up iemts#, and she narrowed her eyes at
the regent.

Ephiny shot a challenging look to the bard. "Are yiacking off, my queen?" She
grinned devilishly.

"No, I'm just distracting you." Then Gabrielle sedgforward, slammed the butt end
of her staff into the ground while her hands grdgpe top of the staff. Her feet came
up in front of her as she jumped up and aimedeabther woman's stomach area.

The regent had been surprised, and she paidlfecéduse she took the blow and went
flying through the air. Ephiny landed hard on haclbbut rolled to her right side and
started to cough as she stared at her sword.

The Amazon Queen smiled evilly and stood theremgpdown at her friend while
leaning against her staff. "Well, that was a niccpce."

Ephiny stared up with a small glare. "Right." Sheaped her throat then a grin spread
across her lips. She straightened her legs ousaiped them towards Gabrielle's.
She hit the bard's legs and swiped Gabrielle'sffeet under her.

The bard went toppling forward onto Ephiny while gtaff fell to the ground and
rolled away. Gabrielle stared down into the regegieaming amber eyes.

The Amazon snickered, but released her sword anaphbt both her hands onto the
gueen's sides. "That was my new move."

Gabrielle quietly laughed then nodded once. "Threttssuch a bad move." She
grinned.

"l agree." Ephiny didn't think about it and leangxito capture the other woman's lips
in a gentle kiss that lasted for a number of sesond

As they kissed a shadow fell over them and the owhthe shadow hotly spoke,
"Interesting."

The bard closed her eyes at upon hearing Xenasg voi

Ephiny though had pulled back from the kiss, arelislvardly groaned at her stupid
move.

Xena then walked off, and her footsteps could ldéading into the village.

"I'm sorry, Gabrielle." Ephiny slowly opened heesyand the regret shined in her
eyes. "l really wasn't thinking."

The queen opened her eyes and mentioned, "N&eitia who should be
apologizing." She slowly let her breath out anddosd her head onto Ephiny's right
shoulder. "Hades."

The regent wrapped her arms around her friend. 'Yaue to admit, she has



incredible timing."

Gabrielle couldn't help her laugh because sheyraakded it. "Tell me about it."
Then she nibbled on her lower lip as she consideeesext move. "Ephiny, can |
stay in your hut tonight?"

"You sure that is a good idea, Gabrielle?"

Gabrielle raised her head up to glimpse into tigemés eyes. "Yes." She stopped and
her eyes darted away before returning to her friéljdst can't sleep in that hut with
Xena... not with the way we're fighting."

Ephiny took a long breath then slowly releasetOkay." She smiled but it didn't
quite reach her eyes. She brought one hand upsh frack some of her friend's hair.
"But we'll be careful.”

The queen bit her lip but promised, "We will bet'€go back.”

The Amazon nodded and relinquished her hold theodstip as Gabrielle stood up.
They both then collected their weapons and stavtkling into the village.

~*Part 5*~

The rest of the day passed rather quietly, thahkfat dinner Gabrielle sat with her
regent, but Gabrielle was quiet. And Ephiny ditlk& this at all.

Gabrielle stood up with her empty plate, howeverftod hadn't really settled well in
her stomach. She slowly walked to the other sidh®food hunt and disposed of her
dish and utensils. And as she turned around, isigdib her table, she tried to find her
best friend. She couldn't and that made her sidgteasyes settled on Ephiny.

The regent offered a smile, yet she knew it wodihh

The bard tried to return the smile as she came teaskat beside her friend.

"How you doing?"

The Queen turned her head to Ephiny then aften@eoment, she simply answered,
"I'm okay."

Ephiny leaned closer and quietly asked, "You wanéave?"

Gabrielle's gaze fell to the wood table, and shdistl the cracks in the smooth wood.
"Yeah... | think so."

Ephiny nodded then announced to the other Amazobtisnk Gabrielle and | are
going to head out."

Solari and Eponin nodded in answer then the secoodmmand responded, "See



you later, Eph and Gabrielle."

The regent flashed a smile. "Night, Solari." Stlwodtup and smirked to Eponin. "Ep,
be good tonight."

The weapons master kept her stoic expression,digyes gleamed. "l always am."
Ephiny shifted away from the table but wait for jeieen.

Gabrielle smiled lightly to both Amazons. "Goodrtigholari and Ep."

Both Amazons responded together. "Night, Gabrlellaey chuckled with smiles.
The queen grinned for a brief moment then turnetieaegent. She and Ephiny
strolled out of the food hut and directly to thgeet's hut. They stepped inside, and
the bard sat down on the bed with a long sigh.

Ephiny walked over to her friend and peered dowmeat "You're too quiet.”
Gabrielle peered up with hollow, green eyes. "lbmg"

"There's nothing to be sorry about. It just wornes, Gabrielle." The regent brought
her right hand up and lightly touched her frieratisek. "Are you sure you'll be
okay?"

The bard nodded and leaned her head into the wihr@an's hands. The gods only
knew how much she needed some comfort despite ishedvit wasn't Ephiny's hand.

"Yeah, I'll be fine."

"Do you want to go to sleep now?" The regent thadgally brought her fingers to
glide across the queen's lips.

Gabrielle inwardly tensed when Ephiny touched lpe. IShe muttered, "Yeah." She
then lifted her left hand to grasp the Amazon's puited Ephiny's hand away from
her face. She gave a smile then warmly mentionHaariks for everything, Eph."

The Amazon had a lopsided smile. "Anytime." Shetloenvn and pressed her lips
against Gabrielle's forehead. "Come on. We shoeiggme sleep.”

Gabrielle released her friend's hand then brougldne foot at time to untie her
boots. "Are you going to bed now?"

The regent shook her head the stepped away to tadwar desk. "No, | need to do a
few things. | will in half a candlemark or so."

The bard nodded as she took her boots off and edawvto the bed. "Don't stay up
late, Ephiny."

"I won't," Ephiny promised then added, "Goodniglab@elle and sleep well." The
regent walked over to the walls to blow out thedtas and left the three candles to
glow on her desk. She sat down at her deskand legimsome work.



After Ephiny finished her work, she took her swoftlher back and any armor. She
climbed into the bed but this time she didn't hiblel bard because she knew it was
best, especially for her. What she didn't realias #hat Gabrielle was still awake and
had been thinking Xena.

~Fk ko

The morning came quickly and Gabrielle slowly rdlteut of bed followed by Ephiny.
The bard went about putting her boots on whilefhiend put her attire on.

Once Gabrielle was ready, she asked "Breakfast?"

The Amazon shook her head and the amusement slooweer face. "l was thinking
the same thing."

The bard grinned for a brief moment then shiftetheodoor. Ephiny came up beside
her and grasped the door handle then led the wietbut and they ate. For the most
part, Gabrielle kept fairly silent and that was eruing to the concerned regent. At
the ended they slowly strolled out of the food hut.

Gabrielle stopped right outside and commented, ,'Effhnk I'm going to go for a
walk."

The Amazon curiously studied her friend. "Do yountvae to come?"

"No." The queen combed her bangs back then honastiiessed, "I want to be alone,
thank you though."

"You're welcome. You know I'm always here for yo8he took a step to her friend
and gave her a hug. "Be careful huh?"

"l will." The bard pulled back from the hug. "I8ke you later."
"Bye, Gabrielle." Ephiny smiled and started headffgowards her hut.

Gabrielle watched her go for a moment then sigBéeé. was about to head out of the
village but then decided to go to her hut first.

The door creaked open as Gabrielle stepped in@sdan as she came in she spotted
her best friend by the table. The bard's backest#tl up because she thought the
warrior would have been gone. She took a deeplbteatalm herself and walked into
the hut.

Xena didn't say anything, and she still went atbging her boots yet studied her
partner for a moment then went back to her boots.

The bard padded over to the saddlebags on the sitteeof the hut. She leaned down
and collected her scroll satchel that rested r&dze.hefted it over her head then she
put the strap across her chest. Gabrielle turnegharand sadly studied the warrior.
"How are you?"



The Warrior Princess still tied her last boot as s#sponded, "Fine, you?"

"Okay." Gabrielle lifted her right hand up to grabp strap across her chest. "Um, do
you want to leave here soon?"

Xena dropped her foot down to the wood floor hardj it made a boom echo in the
hut. "l was considering it."

"Well, when do you want to leave? | don't care wivenleave."

The warrior stared at her partner. "l was thinkiighe emphasized, "would leave
tomorrow or so."

The Amazon Queen dropped her hand from the stkgid on, Xena you're not
leaving without me."

The older woman crossed her arms tightly againstihest. "And why not?" Her tone
wasn't cold but it was shallow as if she could lem®

"Because..." Gabrielle trailed off trying to find thght words. She looked up from
the floor. "Because I'm your partner and frienche$ad her eyes locked with Xena's.

Xena didn't say anything at first. She then bro&edye contact. "Well | figured you
wouldn't want to travel any longer. You seem prettgontent here."

"Oh for Hades's sake, Xena." The bard walked cltusdre warrior. "l think you
forgot to ask me."

The tall woman uncrossed her arms, and she narrbereeyes. "l don't have to since
you make it quite apparent.” She padded over taltioe but glanced back at
Gabrielle. "You shouldn't travel with me unless yeant to. Don't humor me." She
swung the door open, walked off, and left the deigie open.

Gabrielle lifted her right hand up to pull back hangs and held them back. She
watched Xena slowly recede away to nothing. Hergsean eyes then closed and she
felt warm tears trail down her cheeks. Her eyesiedagain. "I'm sorry, Xena," she
whimpered in a defeated tone. After a deep brélaghqueen marched out of the hut
but made sure to close the door. She headed fwilthge gates and entered the vast
woods to think.

~Fk ko

Gabrielle came to the lake's edge, and she spateadd size rock. She took a seat on
it then studied the beautiful lake that actuallyread her. After a bit, she withdrew a
new scroll and her quill then rested her satchairesg the rock. Gabrielle scribed her
recent feelings about what was going on betweemameéiXena but then her
concentration broke.

The bard thought she'd heard something or sometatdshe contributed it to her
overactive imagination. For a beat, she'd hopaag Xena, yet she knew that wasn't



the case despite she'd hoped it was her. Shersstriodl aside then just stared at the
quiet lake.

Gabrielle mulled over how things became this ughtfer and Xena. She knew she
missed Xena since the warrior had become so distafter fighting the Horde. She
understood that the fight against the Horde had beed on them both, yet she didn't
expect it to drive them so far apart.

Then there was Ephiny. Gods what was she thinkingdulging herself with

Ephiny? She was glad she hadn't been any morécidiotl done something she'd
regret. Ephiny was one of her closest friends,sreddid love Ephiny. Although what
she felt for Ephiny could not match what she fettXena.

The bard laughed sarcastically because it readly'imatter what she felt for Xena.
She guessed the warrior most likely didn't feeldhme way. She didn't have
confirmation, and she'd always hoped otherwiseshatreally doubted it. Still though
she knew there would come a time when she'd hasettie it with the warrior. She
just didn't know when that day would come for théon,her.

The bard shook her head to rid of the thoughts.glcked up her things then

collected her satchel. Gabrielle took her timetiolkng back to the village since she
had a chance to enjoy the natural beauty of thed&/@aoound her.

~*Part 6*~
The Amazon Queen took a very long, deep breatheladsed it so gradually.

Ephiny had heard it, and she twisted her head drtuher friend. "Good walk?" She
was sitting at one of the tables in the dining hut.

Gabrielle softly smiled then replied, "It was nexed the weather was beautiful.”

The regent nodded. "It was a nice day." She liftedmug of ale and drank from it. It
had been a long day for her and now dinner wasirgjdor her.

"How was your day, Eph?"

The Amazon revealed her worn features finallywdss tiring and | plan to sleep well
tonight.” She chuckled, which caused her frienddadghe same.

Gabrielle's features went solemn again, and shiecpher friend's nearest thigh. "I
think | might head out of here."

"Where to?"
"The sparring field for a moment, | want to seedtaes." Gabrielle began to stand up.

"Il come with you." Ephiny climbed to her feetdafter she and Gabrielle rid of
their dishes, they headed out.



Once they got there, Gabrielle stared up to thbtrigy where the twinkling stars
greeted her. She actually felt a real smile, ardtsimed to Ephiny. "They're great
huh?"

The regent gazed upon the stars that made her aybeglow. "They really are." She
then stepped behind the queen and massaged tleestemdders. "Did you get a lot of
thinking done?"

Gabrielle dropped her head forward and apprecifwedelaxation of her tense
muscles. "Yeah but the problem is far from solv&hé rolled her head to the right
then the left. She lifted her head and patted temd's hand on her right shoulder to
signal that she was okay now.

Ephiny squeezed the still knotted shoulders thekdzhaway "Yeah, | do
understand.” Ephiny folded her arms against hestadhen peered up at the stars
again. "l really wish | could be of better helpheSbriefly closed her eyes at her last
thought. "Instead of being the problem."

"Ephiny," Gabrielle argued, "You've helped and tsilyd should have said
something sooner." She stopped and dropped herfbereard now. She kicked at the
ground under her boot. "I don't know what | waskimg... | just wasn't thinking."
She glanced over at the curious amber eyes thahadher now. "I'm sorry | did that
to you."

Ephiny's face swept over with compassion, and abed her friend. "Gabrielle, |
knew... I've known about how you've felt for XenalieSran her fingers through her
curly locks then muttered, "I'd have a snowballand® in Tartarus to be with you."

"Ephi-"

"No," cut off the regent, "it's okay, really. Whefirst met you, you were such an
irritating blond." Ephiny paused when she saw Gala’s not so appreciative look,
which made her laugh some. "You grew on me, Gdbéraeld | realized how amazing
of a person you are. | would love to try and benwibu, but | know it wouldn't

work." She tilted her head when she saw the bdrstgaught features. "It's just not
meant to be, and I'm okay with that because il that person meant for me."

Gabrielle stepped closer and pulled Ephiny's hatalhers. "Thank you, Ephiny... |
don't ever want to lose you and especially oves.'thi

The regent squeezed her friend's hand then proniiged couldn't.”

Gabrielle's loving smile appeared, and she leaméaria kiss to Ephiny's cheek. She
murmured in Ephiny's ear, "Thank you, my friend."

Ephiny returned the earlier squeeze then releasedsh "l should be getting back...
I'm pretty exhausted. Are you...?"

The bard quickly understood the unfinished questma she shook her head. "I need
to stay with her tonight. Thank you though, EpHiny.



"If you feel too uncomfortable in your hut then ycan stay over."

"I know and thank you but | need to be with hemmatter what's between her and I."
Gabrielle huffed then muttered, "That was anothenid move on my part.”

"You shouldn't be so hard on yourself," Ephiny @dju'You're not perfect, my
gueen." She then stepped back once and saicge#lijou tomorrow."

The bard nodded once then warmly responded, "Ggbtriphiny and sleep well
tonight.”

"You too." Ephiny gave a wave, spun on her boatd, strolled off. Her form slowly
faded away in the darkness.

Gabrielle folded her arms back against her chest titted her had back. Her
memories of the nights she'd spend with Xena aardgsizing came back to her. She
truly wished her best friend was here so they cehlte one of those nights.

Then unexpectedly the bard heard boot steps fraim8eShe turned around and
discovered the object of her wishes before her.

Xena bowed her head, brought her arms up overtest,cand quietly took Ephiny's
vacated spot.

Gabrielle closed her eyes, and she emotionallypened, "I don't want to fight
anymore with you. Please."

The warrior glanced over sadly but peered up tighbstars. "Neither do |, partner.”

Gabrielle's eyes fluttered open. Her emotions sugeand stung her eyes because of
Xena's last word. She hoarsely whispered, "Thank'yo

The Warrior Princess didn't comment but insteadyeag the stars like she often did
with her friend. She loved those nights too, anelas often the star gazing nights that
she was herself with Gabrielle.

Gabrielle let the silence linger for some time tse murmured, "Xena?"

"Yes?"

The bard swallowed then carefully asked, "What... wtzgppened?"

Xena still had her arms against her chest andubstmpn only caused her to tighten
her arms against her chest. "I'm not sure."”

"It was the Horde, wasn't it?"

The warrior was quiet for awhile, yet she finalhsaered, "Yes." She turned her head
to the bard. "I never wanted you to see me that @aprielle."



Gabrielle stepped closer to the still defensiveriwar"If you're not protecting me

from the world around us then you're protectingfraen you." When hazy blue eyes
rested on her, she continued to talk. "l admit wisaiw come out of you did scare me
at first." When Xena seemed to withdraw from herduse of the words, she grabbed
the warrior's nearest forearm. "That doesn't mesditi aBm or that | don't understand
it. | do and because | do understand it now theamlaccept it." She moved around
until she faced the warrior and held both musciderarms. "Xena, if it wasn't for
your dark side we would be dead right now and solevplenty of others." Her
eyebrows almost met, and she hoarsely whisperemh)'tPou see that your darkness
was something good?"

"Good?" Xena snapped. "Gabrielle, good is not theghter-"

"No it's not," Gabrielle cut off, "but it is savimmeople lives. It would have been a
bigger slaughter otherwise and you know that... sb"d8he could see the warrior
was settling down so she pulled out her last truroped. "If it wasn't for your dark
side you wouldn't know your light side... it's a bada. After we walked away from
that city, Xena | was thankful you'd been there #rad you did what you did."

Xena turned her head away, stared up at the staildyecause she didn't want her
friend to see her emotions in her eyes.

"Xena, | accept your dark side... but do you?"

The warrior finally gazed upon the bard, and shespdred, "l don't know if | can
because if | do | may become it again."

"I don't think you will," Gabrielle argued, "becaugou've changed too much, learned
too much to return to that place."” She then squetmewarrior's arms. "l won't let
you go back to that place."

The warrior knew it was true too because Gabriglis very much her inspiration.
Since the first day Xena saved the bard, she'dvi@tl the imaginary hero that
Gabrielle saw in her and maybe one day she wolliidl fubut it wouldn't be today or
tomorrow. For now though it was her guiding light.

Gabrielle rubbed Xena's arms a few times then guigay. "It'll be okay?"

Xena swallowed down the forming lump in her thré#er husky voice filled the air
finally. "Yes." She opened her arms then accepésdriend into her arms.

The bard melted into the contact that she trulyedenow. She was amazed by how
much she missed being so close to Xena. She restdtead against Xena's chest.
"Xena?"

The warrior lowered her head down closer in sighal she was listening.

"I'm sorry about Ephiny." Gabrielle bit her lip theadly admitted, "It was really
stupid of me. There's nothing going on betweeraherme."

Xena was quiet for a few beats then she whispér&dpw."



Gabrielle released a heavy sigh that showed sheekased.

"I'm sorry that | overacted... for getting jealouXéna then surprisingly chuckled and
joked, "I acted like a teenager."

The Amazon Queen laughed too, which helped easehgion. "It was kind of
cute." She then lifted her head and gave that mmoaerinkled up nose face.

Xena rolled her eyes at her friend's words. "l tithhk so." She grinned at the bard's
lopsided smile, and she finally felt at ease agaire should have known to come to
Gabrielle sooner to settle things and avoid theentess.

"Let's not do this again," Gabrielle offered asht read Xena's thoughts.

The warrior gave a crooked smile then lowered leadtcloser. "My thoughts
exactly."

The bard then toyed with Xena's right arm bracex inervous habit. She considered
Xena's earlier words and even the fact that Xerastith holding her. "Why were you
jealous?" She peered up into sharp blue eyes.

Xena glanced away for a beat and composed heBedffocused back on her friend
then replied, "Why do most people get jealous eeanething like that?"

Gabrielle slightly glared at the question to heesjion. "Xena, come on." She then
lifted her right hand off the warrior's arm andrtd to rant, "You can't just answer
my question with..." Her words were quickly cut off lips sealing over hers, which
briefly shocked her. She instead released a moduh@neyes shut when Xena invited
her into her mouth.

The warrior drew Gabrielle's body closer to herewbkhe sensed that the kiss was
accepted by Gabrielle. She loved how the bardguerelt across hers, and she
wondered why she'd waited for so long. At the erithe kiss, she huskily asked, "Is
that answer enough?"

Gabrielle had a dreamy look on her face, but shehad when she realized Xena was
waiting on her response. "Um..." She laughed theg bhished more because of
Xena's smug features. "Yes," she finally mustartdbtbw," she breathlessly added.

Xena enjoyed the effect she was having on the $@mghe leaned in for another kiss.
Gabrielle didn't refuse and her hands slid up toplaetner's neck. Her arms encircled
the warrior's neck. After the kiss, she inhaledptieto help her racing heart overcome
her initial shock about everything. She peeredhytysand asked, "Are you sure
about this?"

"Gabrielle," drew out the warrior, "it's either $hor | keep watching Ephiny fall all
over you. | think you can guess my choice."

The bard dropped her head forward and laughedlif8éeeher head again but



displayed a smug look. "You're somethin’, Xena.& #fted her right hand and
caressed her partner's cheek. "Thank you."

The warrior took Gabrielle's hand into hers. "Thgola for always staying by my
side... even at my darkest."

"l always will be," the bard swore. She laced tlin@inds together.

Xena's smile broadened then she separated frobatdewhile saying, "Come on."
She walked back with Gabrielle to the village. "Yan't have plans with Ephiny
tonight, do you?"

"You're just going to keep rubbing that in, argot?"

"For all it's worth," the warrior teased who squegther partner's hand.

"And no," Gabrielle replied, "l only have plans wigou."

"Mmmmm." Xena revealed a very wicked grin and lehaeer Gabrielle. She purred,
"And | have plans for you."

Gabrielle flushed a deep read that went down tahest. "Well... um..." She
laughed at her nervousness then teased, "Promise?"

Xena stopped in front of the hut door, pushed @g@nd simply stated, "I'll do

better... I'll show you." She then guided the batd their hut for a very long yet
pleasing night for them.

TheEnd



