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Section One

~*Part 1*~

Gabrielle's eyes drifted open. She stared up dethes high above while she lay on
her back. Her eyebrows knitted together. "Oookdgil asleep in a cave beside Xena,
and now | am outside." Suddenly, she was struck fedr. "Xena?" She sat up and
didn't see her partner nor any signs of her.

The warrior-bard's heart stopped. "What the Hedjasng on?" she whispered, gazing
around. She couldn't find any of her bags, Argmy&e nothing. She looked at her
boots and noticed her sais still in place. She bdp her feet.

Gabrielle didn't recognize the surrounding for&éte continued to spin in a circle
where she stood, her breathing picking up. Therekpression dropped as it dawned
on her. "I'm in Amazon territory," she mumbled.

As if on cue, three Amazons landed on the grourfcbimt of her, drawing their
swords. The small warrior put her arms over hedhedhe Amazon peace signal.
She said nothing and stared at the three womenmasks.

One Amazon stepped forward, lowered her sword patidd her mask back.
"Gabrielle?" She had a confused look.

Gabrielle's eyes widened and her heart stoppeaggeh. "Ephiny?" she whispered in
a mixture of surprise, fear, and love. "You're déate uttered. "How..." She'd woken
up in Amazon territory with a ghost. She wasn'esdusw much more she could



handle.
Ephiny tilted her head as her confusion grew more.

The other two Amazons stepped forward and remadveid inasks while lowering
swords. They had baffled looks as well.

She stared at the other two Amazons, Eponin arariSahd fell to her knees,
overwhelmed. She ran her hand through her shomteldair. "I must be in the
Elysian fields..." She shook her head franticaflyagpowerful fear and sorrow washed
over her.

Gabrielle stared at the three Amazons in utteretiish She could either be dead or
having a really bad nightmare. But there were twongs that struck her as being
especially odd. First, why would the Elysian fieldsk like Amazon territory? And
second, how could Eponin be dead?

Ephiny stepped towards Gabrielle carefully. "Gdl#jenay | ask what... what's going
on?" She sheathed her sword. "Why is your hairtskiou have sais, you're more...
butch, and the clothes?" The Amazon's voice wasgg@ist. "And most of all! How
can you walk?" yelled the Amazon.

"What?" The short warrior was loosing more piecethe puzzle as things kept going.
"What?" she repeated.

The Amazon stepped forward, knelt down, and loakgss with the young woman.
"You are Gabrielle, right? The same woman who stgodgainst the conqueror and
had her legs smashed on a cross?"

The warrior-bard said nothing then finally whisprélhe conqueror?”

"Yesss." Ephiny paused. "The Warrior Princess ilagtconquered the known-world...
Xena." She narrowed her eyes. "Who are you?"

Gabrielle's hands came up to pull back her blom#ypa'Oh my god," she whispered.
"Where am 1?"

"In Amazon territory, small as it is." The Amazdndied the small warrior. "The
rebels against the conqueror."

"Rebels?" Gabrielle shook her head with her hatil®s top of her head. "Wh...
who... where... | am past confused."

Ephiny said nothing and stared at Gabrielle. Sked treading this woman before her,
who she called Gabrielle, but seemed to be angérsion too. "You are Gabrielle?"

Both Solari and the weapons master neared withBpbnin sheathing her sword.
However, Solari wasn't convinced and kept her svoortd They were quite intrigued
about this new comer that they somewhat knew.

The short warrior dropped her hands to her legka§O. who is Gabrielle to you?"



"A young blond, talkative, a rebel, possible bdrelutiful... with a dark past," replied
Ephiny in a quiet and sad tone

"Dark past..." Gabrielle's eyes dropped, and hereviaded out. Her eyes came back
up. "From Potidaea?"

"Yes, originally."
The young warrior nodded and rose up. "Can you na¢eo her?"
Ephiny stood and folded her arms. "Then you arenec?"

"Yes and no...I'm not sure... yet." Gabrielle laughed shook her head. "lts hard to
explain... | can't even explain it to myself."

"You're confused as we are," stated Solari. Shgpsttup. "If not more."”

"I am, Solari," agreed Gabrielle. Her eyes flickkback to Ephiny. "Let me ask you
this... do I look like Gabrielle just... older?"

Ephiny examined the woman and nodded slowly. "Yyyas that you say that... and
with short hair."

| wonder if I'm in the pasthused Gabrielldyut why would Xena be the conqueror of
the known worldBhe snapped out of her thoughts. "Ephiny, thisrs ko explain,

this is a guess. But | am Gabrielle just... a défe form of her." She laughed at her
own reasoning. "I know how strange that must sdude held her hands up. "Just
take me to the Nation." She paused then loweretidrzds. "Can you?"

Solari looked at Ephiny. "You sure about that?" siéspered. "She seems like
Gabrielle but-"

"What difference does it make?" cut in Eponin. 8teved closer. "Even if she isn't
Gabrielle, she'll be in the middle of our Natiomefe's nothing she can do.”" The
weapons master shrugged. "l say we take her."

Ephiny considered her options. She stared straagvtvarm green eyes. Something
inside of her whispered that this was somebodyldtr®wn for years. And the only
thing she saw in those green eyes were trust,cespal love. "Alright... we'll take
you to the Nation."

~*Part 2*~

Gabrielle gazed around the Amazon village as stexexh Ephiny, Solari, and Eponin
walked beside her, watching her curiously. She snilited, and that left the three
Amazons more confused. Gabrielle sighed contemttabse she was in a familiar
place.

Ephiny shook her head faintly and gazed aheadn8aeed a hut and an Amazon
came out with an empty tray. "Logos, is Gabrigli¢he hut?"



The cook nodded. "Of course she is, she is suppasst and get healthy." She
lowered the tray and glanced at the rest of thegr8he dropped the tray and gaped.

Ephiny glanced at the smaller warrior then backdgos. "Don't ask." She bent
down, picked up the tray, and handed it back. "§ast.ogos."

Logos nodded with an awed expression and walkedofprise still registering on
her face.

Ephiny grasped the door's handle. She took a dhr@ath and thoughtm not ready
for this. But she opened the door and stepped in with theretfollowing. Her heart
skipped a beat when she saw the longhaired bldinalgsin a seat with a scroll in her
lap, writing vigorously.

Gabrielle came in last and stood near Ephiny. $mped breathing and stared at her
duplicate sitting in the chair. She looked exatkg herself numerous years ago. She
also noticed the splints on the young girl's legs lbruises spotting on her legs.
"Gabrielle?" whispered Ephiny carefully.

The young girl in the seat shook her head, newkihg up, continuing her writing.
"Hold on, Eph. | need to finish this line."

Ephiny sighed.

Solari chuckled quietly with an amused smile. Siddd her arms; she couldn't wait
for this confrontation.

"Please, Gabrielle... this is serious," growled iBph

Gabrielle studied the young girl and was so améageitie perfect looks and voice that
she was about to assume her to be Hope.

"Almost have it...." mumbled the young girl. Sheished writing and settled her quill
on the scroll. "What's up, Eph?" she asked witblioW voice as her eyes lifted.

The three Amazons were silent as two sets of eohexads locked together, and two
heartbeats skipped. They waited for something hamyt to happen between these
two women named Gabirielle.

The young girl in the chair just stared; her scaoitl quill slid unnoticed off her lap
and hit the floor.

The warrior-bard moved quickly and knelt down tokgihem up. "Can't drop these,"
she smiled shyly, holding the scroll and quill out.

The young woman took them back with shaky handsatik you," she whispered.
"Who are you?"

"My name is Gabrielle," replied the warrior.



The young woman tilted her head as her eyes widéied can't be... I'm Gabrielle."

"That's the interesting part." The small warrianged and patted the other woman's
lower arm. "And | haven't quite figured that bitt et."

Ephiny stepped up. "The part we must figure owths's the real Gabrielle."
The warrior-bard glanced at Ephiny. "That's jugphiny, we're both Gabrielle."
"What?" whispered the Amazon. "You both can't be-"

"Hold on," cut in the short warrior. She sighed ghghced back at the younger blond
woman. "Who is Xena?"

Green eyes went into a forest green. "The hartbe.Warrior Princess and conqueror
of the known-world."

The small warrior sighed at hearing this descripagain. "Alright... tell me... is she
tall, dark, blue eyes, bad temper, and hard agsde?"

"Yes," answered Ephiny.

The young warrior's eyes dropped to the floor drelcnsidered this. "There's got to
be an answer," she mumbled.

"How'd you know this about Xena? Few know she has byes unless they've been
confronted by her in person." asked the young woman

The warrior came back and smiled faintly. "The Xékaow is the opposite of what |
think she may be here." She paused and addedpW ker as a hero."

The room went silent.

"That's it... oh god," uttered Gabrielle. "I'm inadher world... that's the only
explanation.”

"Another world?" questioned Solari. "How can thafPb

"I don't know." The warrior-bard looked at SoldBut it makes sense."” She shook
her head. "Where | am from, Xena and | are parfrard we fight for the greater
good."

"l doubt that," mumbled the young woman. "She'slags with a heart of stone.”

"I wouldn't hold your breath on that,” answeredwearior. "The Xena | know, she's
caring."

"This is crazy," said Solari. "You're saying youir@m some other universe where
Xena is hero?" She shook her head. "You couldy'npato believe that."

"I believe it," spoke up Eponin. "It does make semsa funny sort of way." She



shrugged. "You're both Gabrielle but of two differevorlds, and so is Xena."
"Exactly," responded the warrior-bard. "And allyoiu,” she said, glancing at the
Amazons, "are Amazons in my world; my closest flien or at least you were..." she
trailed off.

Ephiny stood with her head bobbing. "Alright, ssunhat?"

"I'm not sure," confessed the short warrior. "Theseme reason why | am here." She
shook her head and glanced at the young blonddbla¢d like her so many years ago.
She looked back at Ephiny. "Can...I talk to Gabriell@lone?"

Ephiny glanced at the young woman. "Gabrielle?"

The young woman nodded. "Its fine, Eph."

Ephiny nodded and motioned for Eponin and Solaleave.

The three Amazons left the hut, and the two womanogd at each after they heard
the door closed.

The small warrior sighed and sat down on the feidhe younger woman's feet.

"You're really... Gabrielle too?" questioned theiyg woman. "Hmmm, who was
your sister?"

The short warrior peered up. "Its Lila." She gridne

The younger Gabrielle lowered her eyes. "My Lilsswadled, several years back," she
uttered.

"I'm sorry." The warrior-bard studied the brokegdef the other woman. "How about
this, can | look at your legs while you tell me abthe Conqueror?”

"Alright," agreed the younger woman. She went sifeomentarily as small hands
grasped her legs. "What do you wanna know abouCtreueror?”

"Who she is," replied the warrior. "Anything andeeything."” She began checking
over the splints as a frown developed on her lips.

"She's the ruler of Greece, the Roman Empire, E@/pin, and some smaller lands,"
went on the longhaired blond. "She's ruthless ardl'c

"She is Xena?" asked the warrior with a glance.
"Yes, among other things."
The warrior sighed deeply. "Does she know you?"

The young blond nodded. "Yeah, | tried rebellingiagt her." She gestured at her
splinted legs. "This is what | got in return.”



"I'm sorry," whispered the older Gabrielle. "I kn@he can be... dark.”
The longhaired blond huffed. "So, what'gour Xena like?"

"Quite the opposite." The warrior-bard smiled softShe's very loving." She glanced
up. "You'd have a hard time believing."

"l would," whispered the young woman with hard toHiéried speaking against her."
"It wouldn't have worked," mumbled the warrior. T#os isn't her crack in the wall."
"Then what is?"

The older Gabrielle lost her smile and went seribles eyes hazed over in seeming
memory. "Love."

The younger woman huffed. "Love... you've gottkioeling me?" She shook her
head. "That's the last thing that would... charge'h

"No." The warrior crossed her legs while stillisitt on the floor. "Its the first thing
that would change her... the only thing. It's thy@motion she desires."

The longhaired blond said nothing.

The warrior-bard sighed and grasped one of ther etbenan's knees carefully. "Your
legs will heal fine." She paused. "They weren'kierotoo badly. When did it
happen?”

"About two weeks ago," answered the younger Gdberidlcan almost stand on
them."

"Take your time," whispered the warrior. "They#di in good time." She stood up.
"Maybe in three days try standing on them and nopatittle.”

"Yeah," agreed the young woman.

"So, what are we going to do about the names?'Widrdor corked an eyebrow with
a grin.

The girl in the chair chuckled. "Don't know... veelvoth Gabrielle."

"Yup," answered the warrior. She reached down aoHl the scroll and quill. She
placed them on the table and folded her arms. ?Brie

The younger Gabrielle chuckled. "Haven't been dédlat in ages." She peered up
with soft eyes.

"l figured." The warrior bent forward and picked thyg small woman into her arms.
"Or | can take the nickname."



The younger woman wrapped an arm around and fedetideing carried across the
hut. "No, I don't mind." She grinned. "Make me fgelng again."

The warrior-bard laughed quietly. "You're making feel older than | am." She
neared the bed. "Who's the Queen?" She bent owdeith

"It wasMelosa." The young woman slipped into the bed aset¢x up at the warrior.
"Thanks."

The short warrior flashed a smile then folded ersawhile going serious. "She
was... who is now?"

"It's complicated."” The longhaired blond sighede¢Hinically | am... | am the

princess. But Ephiny is the regent." She pauseda¥d suppose to be made Queen but
| decided to rebel against Xena and held back takimg the position. So |

nominated Ephiny as regent in case | was killeXéya."

The warrior nodded in understanding. "But now-"

"I am the Queen," finished the younger Gabrielfnd Xena presents a threat to my
nation."

"She plans to take the territory, doesn't she?"

The young woman nodded. "Yes, she knows the Amaanbehind the rebels. She's
just toying with us now, leading us to believe veedn a chance.”

"You do," stated the warrior sternly. "Xena hagrn, and this has just started.” Her
lips curled into a mischievous grin.

The princess furrowed her eyebrows. "You're notipiag on..."

"Look Gabrielle," the small warrior started and eatthe bed. "I know Xena, | can
take care of her. Save the Amazons... save eveyybBte gave a warm smile. "l just
need to reach her."

"This isn't the same Xena we're talking about, @#Hbr" The young woman grasped
the other woman's hand. "She's ruthless, cold, @adk out for blood. You can't save
us."

"No, I'm going to save her." The warrior squeezeddmall hand. "Somewhere in that
Conqueror liesny Xena, that's who | am after." She stood up. "Ytay bere and
heal. Take the throne and prepare for the future.”

"Yes, to either live or die."

The warrior-bard walked towards the door. "Hopetfa& best and expect the worst."
She turned around. "I'm here for a reason Gabyiatid this is the only answer. |
know what's inside of that dark conqueror.” Sheigged. "It's just a matter of
tapping into it."



"If she doesn't kill you first."
"I won't know unless | try," stated the older Gabla.

The princess sighed deeply. "Go to Ephiny, shellb hake you to Athens. My guess
is, Athens is quite different then yours."

"Why is that?"

"Xena made it her... capital and demolished thgimal Athens. You'll be lost without
guides." The Amazon Princess smiled faintly. "Gaark and don't risk your life."

The warrior nodded. "Heal your legs, Gabrielle.rBady." She smiled confidently
and left the hut with fears and hopes.

~Fk ko

Ephiny lifted her head when she heard her door .dpke said nothing.

Gabrielle closed the door behind, neared Ephing, falded her arms. "Ephiny, can
you take me to Athens?"

Instantly, the regent stood up with wide eyes. "WWhashe yelled in half anger.
"Athens?" she hissed.

"Yes, Athens... the capital.” The small warriorlad an eyebrow. "You do know
what | am talking about... right?"

The Amazon narrowed her eyes and stepped closes. I'Ho0," she growled. "And |
won't take you."

"Fine." Gabrielle shrugged, turned around, and edehe door. "I can handle this on
my own."

The regent rushed over and put her hand againsiothie stopping it from opening.
"Before you go, | have to ask... are you crazy?"

"No, I'm as sane as the rest of you," answeregltibe warrior.

Ephiny shook her head. "You're crazy," she whigpared went serious. "Gabrielle...
our Gabrielle just returned from Athens and looktshe came back. Broken, beaten,
battered, and no hope. What do you think you cathabshe couldn't?"

"Beat Xena at her own game." The warrior graspedAtimazon's shoulders. "Ephiny,
listen to me... | know Xena, maybe not this conquéut | know Xena." She stopped.
"l can do this... | have t0o0." She shook her h&&ldere's got to be some reason as to
why | am here and this is the only sensible exgland

"Sensible... sensible?" roared the regent. "Gaitg Tartarus's center, trying to
unchain the Conqueror's heart, only to get burneden killed. That's sensible?"



"No," agreed the warrior-bard. "What is sensiblaas giving up hope, finding a way,
and saving this world." She dropped her eyes tbeked back up. "l know my Xena,
and if | can find her inside of this dark ruler theverybody here will be saved." She
now spoke with conviction. "My Xena could save twsrld... you'd be amazed.”

"Yes, | would be," whispered the regent. "And ave g0 sure that your Xena lies in
this... this evil?"

"Yes," uttered Gabrielle in pain. "She has to." 8llded her arms over her stomach.
"Nor can | stand around and not try and reachldwyve to do this, Ephiny. Try and
succeed or try and die... as long as | tried." |Bivered her eyes while murmuring,
"for myself... and her."

The regent didn't speak, just breathed calmly,taad to reason things out. Her
common sense told her to chain this woman to ther tio keep her out of harm's way.
But her heart said quite the opposite. So, shéhezhforward and pulled Gabrielle in
for a long, warm hug. "Alright,” she finally agreqdietly. "I'll take you to her." And
that's when Ephiny knew she was as sane as thiseab

Gabrielle tugged the hood of her cloak closer agicher face. "So, this is it?"

Ephiny nodded, gazing around Athens's streets. "Yale answered dryly. "Nothing
much... not like she was before the Conqueror dgstr the city."

The warrior-bard sighed deeply. "Why'd she destiheyoriginal Athens?"

"Nobody is quite sure.” The regent shrugged andaleddo the right. "This way." She
turned down an alley.

Gabrielle followed along side Solari and Eponine $azed at her surroundings in the
dark night. It was about a candlemark after surasset,they'd just entered the capital.

Ephiny came around the corner of a house. She estioppd waited. She pointed
ahead. "There's the... castle."

It was massive, with huge stone walls lit up bydnexls of torches and guarded by
dozens of guards. "Oh boy..." Gabrielle uttered.

"You're in for it now," whispered Solari teasingly.
"You sure about this, Gabrielle?" questioned Eponin

"No," answered Gabrielle. She took a shaky bre#&tht... I've gotta do this." She
glanced at Ephiny. "Where's the front door?" slkedsmugly.

The regent chuckled and folded her arms. "On theratide, it's especially heavily
guarded." She faced her friend. "Gabrielle, anylibdy goes in there alive comes
back out dead."



"Well, I'm about to be the first to come out almaed with a smile."”

"l hope so, for your sake," whispered Ephiny. "Owpea're inside, we can not help
you. You're on your own." Her expression shifte iworry. "Be careful, please?"

"I'll try my best." Gabrielle flashed a warm smitéll be fine, | know my enemy." She
stepped forward and hugged the Amazon.

The regent hugged back tightly. "We've already ¢ost Gabrielle to her, we can not
lose another.”

The short warrior pulled back. "You won't... | pnse” She smiled. "I'll be back."
She started walking towards the castle.

"Good luck!" called the three Amazons.

Gabrielle waved and disappeared down the darktstree
"You think she'll make it?" asked Solari.

"No," answered Eponin. "She's crazy."

"She's perfectly sane,"” whispered Ephiny. She gedpat her friends. "She'll make
it." She grinned.

Solari and Eponin stared at each other in wondermen

~Fk ko

Gabrielle came around to the front of the gates. §iotted about seven guards. "Oh,
wonderful, Xena," she mumbled under her breath.kepéwalking towards the
gates.

"Halt!" A guard stepped forward while the othersheathed swords. "Who goes
there?"

The short warrior said nothing. She kept coming.

"Are you deaf? Stop!" ordered the guard. He unstezhhis sword. "Stop him!" he
commanded.

At once, the seven guards attacked Gabrielle.
The first one to come at Gabrielle, she simply &itlside. She jumped back, bent

down, and unsheathed her sais. "One way to makataance," she said and laughed.
She straightened up, sais in hand and smiled agutivels came at her.

~Fk ko

"My liege?" The man stepped forward and bowed lgefioe throne.



"Rise, Draco."
Draco stood tall. "My liege, we had a small problem
"Had? So it's been corrected?"

"Almost, my liege." Draco folded his arms. "We atwaur orders on finishing the
problem." He paused. "We had an intruder attaclséven guards at the gates."

"And | assume you captured him?"
"Yes, we captured... her," answered Draco.

"A woman, really?" The ruler crossed one leg oherdther as she sat on the throne.
"Bring her in."

"Of course, my liege." Draco turned towards thgéadouble doors of the throne
room. "Escort the woman in!" he ordered loudly,Yyogce echoing in the room.

Three guards came in. Two were walking along sidealed woman who had her
hands tied behind her back. The third guard wabledund. The two guards brought
her before the ruler. They kicked the back of heds, and she fell forward.
"Remove the hood," ordered the ruler.

The guard behind pulled back the hood.

Gabrielle slowly lifted her head and locked eyethuhe ruler. She stared at the tall,
dark, beauty before her on the throne. It certavdg Xena in all of her glowing
power and glory. It was the Conqueror.

"She had these on her, too, my liege." Draco hetchet of sais.

Xena glanced at the weapons. She stood with hesiliedress cascading down to
touch the floor. She reached out and took the Yatgresting.” She studied the well-
crafted sais. Her eyes lowered to Gabrielle. "Staeked the guards at my gate?"

"Yes," replied Draco.

"What is the status of the guards?" asked the Genoguvhile she studied the sais
again.

"Two killed by her, three injured."
"And the other two?" asked Xena as the glancedat®
"Killed themselves."

The Conqueror smiled, amused, and glimpsed dov@ahtielle. "You saved me a
little trouble." She came down the three stepefthrown. "Stand."



Gabrielle rose up to her full, but short, height.

Xena stared into green eyes. She placed the tifrefais under the warrior-bard's
chin and tilted her head up. "You must be an Amahah?"

"You could say that,” whispered Gabrielle.

"l could but you lack... feathers," stated the Q@mrgr as she narrowed her eyes. She
lowered the sais. "Take her to the dungeon."

The two guards grasped Gabrielle's arms.

The Conqueror turned her head to Draco. "Sheb& twhipped for her actions. Five
lashings per guard she killed, three lashes pedglee injured." She then grinned at
Gabrielle. "But for the two guards whom killed eather, she is not to be left
hanging by her feet. Leave her manacled to the.floo

Gabrielle felt her breathing pick up, her pulsamngan fear.

"Is that all, my liege?" asked Draco with a grin.

"Yes, take her away."

"No!" yelled Gabrielle as she tried jumping forward

The two guards restrained her.

"Get her out of here," ordered Draco.

"No, Xena!" screamed the short warrior.

The Conqueror's eyes widened in anger. She whiskedrd and punched Gabrielle
in the face.

Gabrielle took the blow and dropped her head fodweth blood trickling down her
face. "No," she whispered in hopelessness.

Xena grabbed a handful of short blond hair. SheegiGabrielle’'s head up.
The warrior stared into dark blue eyes full of an@he was half-conscious.

"Ten extra lashings for calling me Xena," ordetieel Conqueror. She grinned and let
go of Gabrielle's hair.

The guards started to drag the warrior-bard off.

"Oh and Draco." Xena held up a hand halting theer.¢yes locked on blurry green
ones. "Make sure she is fully awake when she ippdd. That's all." She grinned
evilly and whirled around. She disappeared ouhefthrone room.

~*Part 3*~



"Open the cell," ordered the Conqueror the nextringr. She stood in front of
Gabrielle's cell and stared at the small woman laatith a corner, bloody, bruised,
chained, and whipped. The cell door swung openxama strolled in with the
warrior-bard's sais in her right hand. She kneltaan front of Gabrielle and listened
to the door close with a clang.

Gabrielle lifted her head and locked eyes.

The dark Warrior Princess narrowed her eyes whersatv only warmth in the green
eyes. "You survived, how wonderful," she said smugl

"l thought so myself," whispered Gabrielle.

"Hmmmm." The Conqueror held out the sais. "Wheyeld steal these from?"

"l didn't steal them," told the smaller woman.

Xena smiled roughly and leaned towards Gabriel®. fiot lie, nobody can find such
well made weapons as these in my kingdom." Shkeddiaick with a grin. "So who

gave them to you?"

"You did," answered Gabrielle. Her head snappétdaight from the hard slap she
received.

"No lies," growled the Conqueror.

The small warrior dropped her head back againstvils and stared at Xena. "No
lies... Conqueror."

"Last chance, who gave these to you?"

"A warrior," whispered Gabrielle. "A watrrior," sliepeated in agony.

The Conqueror narrowed her eyes. Instantly, hehbeid shot forward and wrapped
around Gabrielle's neck. She stood up and liftethag/ounger woman. She rammed
Gabrielle against the wall as her feet danglethénair while the shackles jangled.
"Are you asking to play my game?"

Gabrielle closed her eyes and felt the dropletdadd roll down her body. "Yes," she
uttered. Her head smacked against the cold stoh@svXena slammed her into it.

"Good," purred the Conqueror. "This should be adgoatch.”

"It will be," whispered Gabrielle. She could barblgathe from the tight hold on her
neck. "Be ready, Conqueror."

"And why is that?"

"Because | hold all the aces," said Gabrielle aerftly with a smug look.



Xena laughed deeply and raised her right hand thélsais. She traced the tip of the
sais' blade across the other woman's chest and kdemstomach. "Don't be so sure."
She let go of the watrrior.

The small woman fell to the floor with a groan. $teked up with blurry eyes. "l
hope you're not a sore loser," she murmured.

"I don't have to be because | never lose." The Gerar whirled around and left the
cell. She stood in front of the cell and watcheslghard close the gate behind her.
She faced the guard with the tips of the sais prgssgyainst her lips. "Have her
cleaned up for tonight's dinner." She lowered #is.sUnderstood?"

"Of course, my liege." The guard bowed and watached/Narrior Princess brush past
towards the stairs.

Xena chuckled to herself. "Thankfully | hold thégss," she whispered with a grin
and disappeared up the dark stairwell.
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Xena stared across Athens on the balcony. She aatble sun set in the west over
her kingdom. She never watched the sunrises, omlyess.

There was the sound of footfalls coming into thigéadining room.

The Conqueror turned around. There, in front ofdhk dinner table, stood Gabrielle.
"Evening," she greeted and walked off the balcony.

Gabrielle tilted her head and said, "Evening," b&lke was in better condition, her
body checked over by a healer, wounds clean, hetorvattire mended, and now she
wore a yellow-white silk dress. Her hair had beemded by the same maids who
dressed her.

"Sit," ordered the ruler. She held out her hand seat at the end of the table.

The small warrior nodded and sat carefully, inmsagtimacing from the pain of her
injuries.

The Warrior Princess sat at the other end. Threalie servers came in carrying food,
which they placed before both Xena and Gabrielle.

Gabrielle watched as everything was served, andhbe napkin was placed into her
lap. "Thank you," she whispered to the servant. Sdreant smiled shyly and quickly
left with the other two.

"The healer and maids were kind?" asked Xena apisked up her fork.

"Yes," answered Gabrielle.

The Conqueror narrowed her eyes suspiciously. 8garbto eat.



The warrior-bard followed the other woman's exangpld ate silently. But soon she
guestioned, "Why the nice dinner?" She peered tp deep green eyes.

"Thought I'd kill you with kindness," chided the &peror coldly.
"Quite a different approach than earlier,” mumbBabrielle.

"All part of the game," returned the Warrior Prigse

The small warrior nodded and looked back up. 'lirfegl."

Xena drank some of her wine and set the glass daek. "And why wouldn't I?" She
grinned. "You paid the price for fighting the guswd

"Why... because | am your enemy," stated Gabrielle.

"True," agreed the Conqueror. She folded her hanter lap. "But you're my
friendly enemy."” She grinned. "Correct?"

The small warrior stopped eating. She just wasnteqip to it. "And why do you say
that?"

Xena shifted her grin into a smug look. "Your eyes.

Gabrielle stared at the other woman, examining whetConqueror said. Yes, she
was the Conqueror's enemy and Xena's friend. "Yigsi're correct.”

"Ahh, then | would say you have quite the predicatyieconcluded the Conqueror.
She went back to eating.

"Yes | do," agreed the small warrior. "So do you."

The Warrior Princess swallowed her food and grinfiadd how is that?"

"Because you don't know what to do with me," stabadbrielle.

"Continue with this idea." Xena's voice sounded s@al) and her dark eyes twinkled.
Gabrielle folded her hands and leaned back ineaé 8§l come out of no where,
knocked out seven of your guards single handedigenit through a whipping, and
now here | am sitting down having dinner with yo8he paused and grinned. "You
tell me, do you know what you're going to do?"

"Destroy you," answered the Conqueror. She liftedwineglass but didn't drink.
"Just as you are planning to destroy me." She sairlts just a race... a game... to
see who has better skills and more stubbornness."

The smaller woman chuckled despite everything.@édnories filtered to her of

when she was more stubborn than her partner. "Maybaybe." She reached forward
and selected the glass of water. "Would be interg$d see who wins."



"Wouldn't it," agreed the dark Warrior Princesse Sht back in her seat with a stoic
expression. "Care to explain the unconditionalttyasi have towards me?"

Gabrielle shrugged and lowered her glass of w&@an't start any good relationship
without trust.”

Xena chuckled and shook her head. "You make usdsltkenfriends."

"Oooh, sorry," mocked the warrior-bard. "And | tigbti we were friendly enemies.”
She stared at the glass of half empty water. "Evemies have a certain amount of...
trust." No, it was a glass of half full water. "Cect?" asked Gabrielle as her eyes
raised.

The Conqueror folded her hands with her elbowshertdble. Her chin settled onto
her hands. She studied the young woman acrosalitee tCorrect."
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The two servants came up behind the Conqueror.

Xena stood in front of the large pool tub, whicld past been filled, and took off her
robe.

The servants took the black and sapphire silk estgecarried it off.

The tall dark beauty slowly walked down the stepd glided into the water. Her hair
was up. She sighed in pleasure, relaxing as themwaater caressed her smooth skin.
She turned around and faced the huge double d&awsrds," she called.

Two guards came in and bowed.

"Bring me... our guest.”

The guards nodded and left. They fetched Gabtiedla her cell and escorted her to
the Conqueror.

Gabrielle still wore the evening dress she'd beeeng She came into the large
bathing room and stared at the Conqueror in therwgizen from there, she could see
Xena's nude body beneath the surface. Her janetngik

The Warrior Princess grinned and looked at thedgidt.eave us." Her eyes flickered
to the servants. "All of you."

The guards nodded and left with the servants.
"Come up here, Gabrielle," ordered the ruler.

Gabrielle took a deep breath, climbed the thregesstend stood before the other
woman. "Why have you requested me here?" She crd&searms against her chest.

The Conqueror grinned. She leaned back againsiatteés side, across from



Gabrielle, and she raised her arms up onto theslétlpave a few questions for you."
The small warrior corked an eyebrow. "So ask."

Xena examined the other woman briefly. "How isttust between us?"

"The same," stated Gabirielle.

The Warrior Princess chuckled at that. "No lied® smquired.

The warrior-bard considered that question. She kihestvher Xena's past had been
filled with lies and deception... anger. With thabkvledge, she figured this Xena
had the same past and knew that to break the Coortpuevalls, she had to open up to
Xena fully. There could be no lies, deception,rdist, disrespect, or anger. Yes, only
the purest form of love. "No lies." Gabrielle shdo head. "I will not lie to you,
Conqueror. Ask what you will."

Xena stared with cold eyes. She heard how sincabgi€le's words were and
honesty read through warm forest green eyes. "@Gtead" Her eyes lowered to the
water. "Tell me," she grinned at Gabrielle, "whyiyjook exactly like the girl |
recently crucified?"

"Because | am her."

"Do not toy with me, Gabrielle." The Conqueror'egyvere narrowing. "Don't play
me for a fool."

"l am not." Gabrielle sighed. "You did crucify... thgirl."

"Don't tell me you're her twin." Xena sighed sadith drama.

The small woman chuckled at the joke.

Xena quickly realized she'd dropped part of heedsés and quickly shot them back
up. "Who the Hades are you?" she growled. "l kn@kg whispered darkly, "That
you're not of this world."

"How you figure that, Conqueror?"

The Warrior Princess's lips eased into an evilesniGabrielle, do you realize you're
an open book before me?" She laughed deeply. "¥okidt me as if you've known
me for years. You talk to me as if you know me. Yisten to me as if you know what
to expect me to say." She paused. "You know md,detnot know you. So in
conclusion, you must know a me from somewhere"e®ee corked an eyebrow.
"Unless you've been stalking me all my life, whicoubt."

Gabrielle grinned momentarily but went serious.afrgirl is Gabrielle-"

"Is?" repeated the Conqueror. "She's alive?"

The warrior-bard closed her eyes at her mistakes;Yshe whispered honestly.



"How lovely," murmured the empresses sarcasticdlpw continue.” She gave a
wave of her hand.

The small woman opened her eyes again. "She is€laband | am Gabrielle. We're
the same person.” She sighed deeply, not belieshegvas telling this to henemy.
But this was hefriend, too. "I am from an alternate world... at least, ‘athat |
believe."

"You believe?" Xena raised an eyebrow. "What makesbelieve this?"

"Because this world is backwards." The younger womayes glossed over.
"Everything is wrong compared to my world."

"Let me guess, | am a hero in your world," said\te&rrior Princess dryly.

"Yes," uttered Gabrielle, and she locked eyes éha.

The dark Warrior Princess lowered her eyes to theew"Fascinating.” She chuckled
evilly. "How refreshing to know | can be the hesrauch as the villain.” She smirked
at Gabirielle. "Isn't it?"

"All in perspective," answered Gabrielle.

"Very true," agreed Xena. "My men would say | was hero here... so would I." Her
expression went smug. "Now then, how did you endhup this world?"

"I don't know." The small woman sighed. "I'm s@iking myself that." Her eyes
dropped to the marble floor. "l was in a cave befaended up here.”

"Then that cave contains your answer." The Congugioned. "lI'd say you better
pray that it zaps you back home... where its safe."

Gabirielle smirked. "I know where home is."

"You'd be so lucky," stated Xena harshly. She Il@ddrer arms and treaded through
the water towards Gabrielle.

The small woman looked away at seeing the powergdutiful, nude body move
through the clear water.

The Conqueror grinned wryly and slowly climbed bp steps out of the water. The
water cascaded down her muscular body. She cameupgo Gabrielle.

Gabrielle's jaw clenched. Xena's right hand camangpturned her face.
The deadly Conqueror locked eyes with green ongshére a problem?"
"Not at all," responded the younger woman.

Xena's head leaned down. "Did | hear a lie?" Hadhaoved and her fingertips



traced over Gabrielle's lips.
"Yes," Gabrielle whispered. Her voice quaked.
"Do you... desire me, Gabrielle?" The Conqueror's@avas rich and silky.

The small woman closed her eyes and stepped bdek,"'she answered quietly. Her
dark eyes opened again.

The ruler grinned darkly, her eyes twinkling. Shedked over and picked up her robe.
She slipped into it and tied the sash while turnimtace Gabrielle again. "That was
your first and last free lie." Her upper lip twitciThe next lie will hold a heavy

price."

The short warrior simply nodded and tried to coneplosrself. "Thank you," she said
sincerely.

"For what?" The tall woman neared.

"For giving me a free one."

Xena didn't respond to her and called, "Guards."

Gabrielle felt her heartbeat pick up. Had she #advyrong thing?
The two guards entered and stood below the batfoogs steps.

The Conqueror stared at the young woman beforavitiethard cold blue eyes.
"Gabirielle is to be taken... to her room for the engn

The small warrior sighed to herself in relief. Stmed and walked down the steps.

"And Gabrielle, sweet dreams." The Conqueror statidand her eyes gleamed
evilly.

The warrior-bard glanced back at Xena. "Conquéehay will be." She joined the
guards and left with them. She was escorted tom @ few doors down. She went
inside and heard the door closed and bolted bdtendShe smiled as she saw her
regular red velvet attire and boots folded neatlye bed.

~*Part 4*~

Gabrielle came out onto the training field, esabtig two guards. She spotted Xena
fighting a warrior.

The Conqueror did a roundhouse kick and sent heorognt flying onto his back.
She'd seen Gabrielle out of the corner of her 8lge.grinned at the man on his back.
"A little better."

The soldier stood up. "Thank you, my liege."



"Don't get your head in the sky," stated the Congué&he nodded briskly.

The man got up and jogged off.

Xena turned around, twirling her sword. She wonedie leathers with brass wire
armor, cape, boots, and her chakram at her siges®irked at Gabrielle. "l thought

you might want some... practice."

The small warrior folded her arms. "That depen8&& was in her normal red top,
short skirt, and boots.

"On what?" The Conqueror signaled for the guardeadwe, and they did.
"How uninjured | come out of it," answered GabeelEhe strolled up to the ruler.

The tall woman laughed deeply. "How about this.& $hused in momentary thought.
"We spar, and | promise to not even nick you."

The small warrior corked an eyebrow. "Oh, so nowevesting my trust towards you
in the game?"

Xena grinned evilly. "Yes, my way."
"Lovely," murmured the warrior-bard. "Alright, I'm.game."

The Conqueror's left hand went behind her cape t¢here back out. She held out
Gabrielle's sais.

Gabrielle took a deep breath and accepted thend tAIsting me not to hurt you
either, | believe."

"Should be interesting." Xena stepped back as yes éarkened. Her sword raised,
her left hand came up, and she bent her knees. H#ee a very slim chance to... beat
me."

"A chance | don't want," revealed the younger won&ire flipped the blades of the
sais under her wrists and straightened up fullypu¥e first move." She grinned.

The Conqueror laughed, took two running steps,leapled over Gabrielle's head. She
slashed at her opponent from behind.

Gabrielle dropped and rolled away. She bouncea tnet feet. "Unsporting.”

Xena grinned. "Then don't let me have first mo@&hé held up her free hand. "Come
on, Gabrielle."

The small woman shook her head and rushed forwhilé Wipping out a sai. She
slashed at Xena with her weapon.

The Warrior Princess leaned back as the weapozédxigest her chest. She saw the
other blade coming and stopped it with her swolek Brew a punch at Gabrielle.



The warrior-bard ducked the punch and jumped b8bk. kept her sais' blades out
and grinned. "Conqueror, you can't do anythingr'dexpect.”

"Rrright,” drew out the Warrior Princess. She bilauger sword at Gabrielle.
Gabrielle parried the swipe with a sai.

That's when Xena kicked in the speed. She brougihéweord around and began doing
rapid thrusts, swipes, and slashes. Each timettamkavas stopped by Gabrielle's
strong defense.

The pair soon fell into a rhythmic fighting motion.

The Conqueror soon picked up the feeling that theravoman had fought her
before. It left her skin crawling slightly undeiote tight leathers.

Gabrielle on the other hand had almost forgottenvehs fighting the Conqueror.
Before her, she thought she fought her Xena. Stae so caught up in the feeling
that her guard fell.

Xena swiped forward but stopped her sword instantly

The blade touched Gabrielle's right side at thestwvai

The small warrior stopped moving and glanced attherd at her side. She peered up
into ice eyes.

The Conqueror grinned. "Trust me?" She pressedverd against her opponent's
side. "You could have a nice wound right there riow.

"Oh, I've trusted you," Gabrielle said with a tigyyn. Her eyes sparkled, and playfully
she rushed forward with the distraction. Her riggatcame up and the long blade
pressed into the Conqueror's neck. "But do yolitatst me?" Her face was close to
Xena's.

The Warrior Princess slowly raised an eyebrow. tQuUshe answered in a hard tone.
"I trust that warmness won't kill me with a saitieSgrinned deeply.

The warrior-bard smiled evilly and laughed faintligeep reading my book."
"Oooh?"

"Yeah." Gabrielle removed the sai. "It has an urvable ending." Without warning,
she suddenly found herself on her back in the oluiste field, her legs swiped out

from under her. She coughed and looked up at the $harrior Princess.

"Next time, back up then remove the sai." Xena stezhher sword. She held out her
right hand. "Sais," she ordered.

The small warrior sighed, flipped the sais, andlileé handles up.



The Conqueror took the weapons then hooked thdrartside. "Guards," she
commanded.

The two guards came up beside Xena.
The Warrior Princess folded her arms. "Escort Gdlerto her room."

The warrior-bard stood up and brushed herselfSife strolled off with the guards.
Once in her room, she sat on the bed and thoughttime. She wanted to come up
with a strategy to get the Conqueror in her contyat the more she considered it, the
more she decided she didn't want one. She kneis thiaat Xena was expecting, a
plan. So, she wasn't about to fall into the Conoieclaws by having one. No, she
had to play the Conqueror's game, flow with it, anthe out on top. She had to win,
and she had to make sure the Conqueror won. Omg shie knew, no matter what
universe, Xena was a sore loser.
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The empresses sat high on the throne but a bitpgdrm the seat. "Bring in the
next." Her voice held boredom. To either side afsteod a guard.

The guard nodded and signaled for the next viabimoime in. Three guards brought
in a young man and kicked him to his knees betoeedonqueror. One guard handed
the other one a scroll.

That guard unrolled the scroll and began to regdhaerus, son of the dead warlord
Cycnus, was captured in a raid that his small asay conducting. Sphaerus and his
small band were trying to sack one of your armomegliege." The guard rolled up
the scroll.

The Conqueror slowly nodded and stared at the youwsrg before her. She narrowed
her eyes and gazed at the guard with the scrotiw'khany of my men were killed in
this raid?"

The guard put his hands behind his back. "Twentyliege."

Xena ran her tongue along her molars. "Where?"

"Thessaly."

Xena shifted in her seat. "You're as stupid as Yatiner," she told the young man.

Sphaerus jerked forward but couldn't escape thedgullis manacles jangled. "We
won't rest," he spat.

The dark Warrior Princess laughed and smiled evilihese small rebellions are
nothing, Sphaerus." She leaned forward in her garéfhey're like flies, just needing
to be swatted." Sitting up straight again, shedakgtithe man's verdict. "He is to be
lashed fifty times, and if he lives, he is to batato Shark Island for ten years."



"As you command, my liege." The guard with the Batoned to the other three.
"Take him to the dungeon."

Sphaerus didn't protest the sentence. He stoodrtdllet himself be led away.
Xena leaned to her left and ordered the guardn@Bme Gabrielle."

The guard nodded, walked off, and exited the throoen with two other guards.
They went to Gabrielle's room and opened it. "Yoaita follow us."

Gabrielle turned around from the window. She wal&edr and was led out of the
room. She followed the three guards to the throoen: She was escorted in through
a door behind Xena.

The marble-doors in front of her were opened anthime three guards escorting a
young woman with red hair.

The warrior-bard's eyes widened as she was led)aliole the Conqueror's royal seat.
The redhead came near with her three guards.

"Amarice?" whispered Gabrielle.

The redhead looked at Gabrielle. She was confusidv do you know me?"
"Restrain her," ordered the Conqueror, pointinGébrielle.

Two guards grabbed her arms. The third drew a swondarning.

"Wait..." Gabrielle shook her head once she realizbdt was happening.

"On her knees," commanded the Conqueror, this itmtieating Amarice.

Amarice's was hit in the back of her legs. Shelmddo her knees before the
Conqueror.

The ruler's eyes were flashing. "You're one ofréteels, are you not?"
Amarice narrowed her eyes. "l am."

"What was she caught doing?" asked the WarriorcBss.

The guard with the scroll spoke up. "She spokemytliege.”

Xena smiled, amused. "l suppose you didn't heantathe last person that spoke out,
did you Amarice?"

"Yes | did,"” growled the young Amazon. "She is Queen!" She struggled against
her guards briefly. "You'll be stopped, Conquedmst wait."

The Conqueror laughed and gave a vertical wavieeohand. "l doubt that...



Amarice." She grinned. "How is your Queen? | hedrd's still alive and well."
"She's preparing to stop you," snarled the Amazon.

Xena laughed only again. "That, | would like to.5ee

"Oh you'll see... that's a promise," declared Amawié a growl.

The Conqueror sighed. "Such small hopes." Shesatraight in her throne. "You
have spoken out against the realm, Amarice, ancay@a rebel." She paused. "You
will suffer the same fate as your Queen."

"No, wait, Conqueror?" yelled Gabrielle. "Don't thas, don't crucify her."

The dark Xena's head whipped to the right. Her exexe wide, her breathing heavy
in anger. "Silence her!" she ordered hotly.

The guard, who had drawn his sword earlier, raistxiGabrielle's neck. "Be silent or
pay the price."

The warrior-bard closed her eyes and felt the shay pain at not being able to help
Amarice. There had to be a way. An idea came afatdshe even considered it she
whispered, "Conqueror, I'll tell you where the rslae."

"No!" screamed Amarice. "You bitch!" She tried teeék free from her guards. She
tried to attack Gabrielle, but she was held backdryguards and pushed back down
to her knees.

The Conqueror waited for the Amazon to be quiet tee glanced at Gabrielle.
"Sheathe your sword."

The guard lowered his sword from Gabrielle's newk sheathed it.

Xena grinned, and her eyes twinkled darkly. "Gdlajevhere do the rebels live?"
The warrior-bard's mouth opened slowly, and sha'tlahswer at first. "The
Amazons, the rebels live... three candlemarks ndrifhessaly... just east of the

mountains there," she uttered.

"Thank you," responded the Conqueror, and shedstdrhe young woman with a
smug look.

"No!" screamed Amarice again. Her right hand reddoeher side. She extracted a
hidden dagger and sprang forward, breaking frebeofuards. She came after the
Conqueror with her dagger raised.

Gabrielle's eyes widened. "Conqueror!" she yeltediarning. She broke free of her
guards, took three running steps, and jumped.

Amarice bound up one step of the dais and leapeddna.



The Conqueror stood up instantly, prepared to meeenemy.

But the small warrior was soaring through the &ive smashed into Amarice,
wrapping her arms around Amarice's waist, and tegeahey crashed onto the steps.

Both Amarice and Gabrielle rolled down the marléps, one over the other.

Gabrielle was knocked patrtially unconscious. A phain tore through her left side,
but when she lifted her head, she saw Xena alideAanmarice knocked out. A sigh of
relief escaped her lips, and her head dropped toaitie floor as she lost
consciousness. Red blood seeped out onto the mihitele floor from around the
dagger still imbedded in her side.

The Conqueror stood, stunned, then quickly snapped ake Amarice to the
dungeon!" She came down the steps quickly. Kneelowgn, she examined the
dagger in Gabrielle's side. "Hades," she growled.

Amarice was dragged off to the dungeon.

Gabrielle, on the other hand, was lifted up in® @onqueror's arms and cradled
there.

Xena held the small woman in her arms. She glaatédo guards. "l want a healer
in my room now!" She rushed out of the throne razarrying Gabrielle.
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Gabrielle groaned and coughed. Before she evenl dgen her eyes, she did a mental
check of her body. She noticed a searing painiindfieside, but it wasn't as bad as
earlier. Her entire left side was hot, and she kake/d taken Amarice's dagger in the
side. She felt light headed and weak. But she tilhals/e.

Now she did a check of her surroundings. A soft, lsatle lingering in the air, a cool
breeze, bed sheets covering her body, and thesiaam of candles.

Opening her eyes slowly, she saw the red and onaygeof a sunset pouring in
through a window. She looked around and realizesdviasn't her room. Slowly and
carefully, she sat up. She hissed at the painriside.

"Lay back down," said a dark and deep voice.

"Good idea," mumbled Gabrielle, complying.

The Conqueror stood on her balcony watching thexnesrof the sunset, her hands
behind her back. She wore her leathers and armordsand chakram. "You've been
out for three candlemarks." Her back was to Gderiel

The warrior-bard lifted the bed sheet and glant¢dteawound. It was wrapped in

clean cloth. Her boots were off but she still wbes clothes. Then, out of no where,
she felt her world start to spin. "Oh gods," shespéred.



"l said, lay down," growled the Conqueror when glreed around and saw that the
small woman was becoming dizzy.

Gabrielle relaxed and took a shaky breath.

Slowly, Xena walked into her room once more. Hardsawere still behind her back
when she came next to the bed. She peered dowa gbtinger woman. "You've lost
a fair amount of blood. So rest."

The short warrior just closed her eyes. "What aldguarice, Conqueror?” she
whispered.

"She is not of your concern."

"No." The small woman felt the pain increasing, ahd was becoming more light
headed. "I gave you information for you to sp... sdaer." Her breathing was
becoming ragged. "You can't... can't go back... orshg rasped.

"Fine, she will remain in the prison until latefhe Conqueror tilted her head. She
noted how pale the other woman was. "Go to sleapre going to faint anyway."
And Xena was right, for Gabrielle passed out dfarwords.

The warrior-bard's breathing became shallow, amibXaew she would sleep for at
least a day.

The dark Warrior Princess stood there examining/tlumger woman. "More worried
about others than yourself, Gabrielle." She foldedarms. "It'll get yourself killed
and soon." She turned away and walked out of hemblers. She looked at the two
guards by her door. "Stay here. Nobody is to dmiéme. Is this clear?"

The two guards nodded sternly. "Yes, my liege,Y tbead together.

Xena strolled down the hall, her eyes narrowindnwewery step she took, her anger
rising as she went down the steps, and her javckieg when she came to the
dungeon. She stood the bottom of the steps anelddadlr hands into fists. Emanating
a deadly power, she headed down the prison corr8te came to the last cell and
faced it. "Guard," she growled.

The guard stepped up beside Xena. "Yes, my liege?"

"Open the cell and retrieve me a whip."

The guard gulped but obeyed the orders. He opédredd|, let the Conqueror in, then
locked it behind her. He jogged off in search effap.

The Conqueror stared at Amarice on the floor. "Btgl."

The Amazon sprung up but was stopped by the mandhee was scant inches from
Xena, and she growled. "Damn you and that blonzhbit

Xena laughed. Her hands moved like lightening aardihgertips hit the pressure



points on Amarice's neck.

The young Amazon's breathing was cut off, and shed her knees. While gasping
for breath, a trickle of blood ran down her upper |

The cell opened, and the guard handed Xena a Weipuickly left and locked the
cell again once out.

The Conqueror uncoiled the whip and the tip feltlo& ground in front of Amarice.
She knelt down and tilted Amarice's head up withvinip's handle. "You have a few
prices to pay... Amarice." She grinned. "You shoutdhlappy, that blond bitch saved
your damn feathers." She reached forward and uhdigressure points.

The Amazon gasped for breath and rubbed her n8gkeét Artemis," she rasped,
coughing.

The dark Warrior Princess rose up slowly, and esdlashed. The whip lifted up,
and Xena let her anger reign over her.

~*Part 5*~

The small warrior sighed before opening her eybe. rbom was still dark, but it was
warm. She was alone. Her body felt better thaadt &arlier. Deciding to test things
out, she sat up very slowly. Her hands came dowthemed as she waited for the
world to spin, yet it didn't happen. She sighedgilg@and carefully got out of bed.
Her feet connected to the cold off-white marble@fldGazing around in the room, she
realized that she still wasn't in her room. Considgthe size of the room and the
elaborate furniture, she decided it must be Xeawas. "Oh boy."

Licking her lips, Gabrielle went over to the doodaopened it. She poked her head
out.

"Halt," said a guard.
The two guards at the door turned and blocked ¢ioe. d
"You are not allowed to leave," said the same gudide Conqueror's orders."

"Wouldn't even think of it," teased Gabrielle. Tragin't laugh, and she huffed. "Was
so funny you two forgot to laugh huh?"

The guards looked at each other then back at Glabrie
The warrior-bard sighed. "Alright bright candlesyhlong have | been sleeping?”
"A day now," responded that same guard.

"Talk about sleeping the day away," mumbled thellw@man. "Um, can either of
you... get me food?" she asked sheepishly.

"No, we are not allowed to leave."



Gabrielle's head bobbed. "Rrrright." She put hexdisaon her hips. "Have | mentioned
how angry | get when my stomach isn't fed?"

One guard bit back a grin. "We have to wait for @mqueror's orders."

The short warrior groaned. "Oh come on, | am stayViere." She ran a hand through
her hair. "Have either of you ever had cramps? Myger pains right now are like
that but ten times worse."

"You'll have to stay hungry until the Conquerorsatherwise."

"Great." The young woman sighed and dropped hes.dlimvas fed better down in
the cell.”

Suddenly there was a low involuntary growling.

Both guards looked down at the woman's stomach.

Gabrielle laughed shyly and covered her stomach et arms. "I told you." She
shrugged. "Anyway, I'll just go humor myself. Tharfkr all the help." She stepped
back and closed the door. Studying the balconyri@ébdecided to walk out on it on

this early night. Her hands settled on the rai¢l sine took in the scene of Xena's
kingdom. "That's... aaamazing," she whispered in awe.

~Fk ko

The Conqueror came strolling down the hall. Sheectorher room with the two
guards. She stopped. "Is she awake yet?"

"Yes, my liege," answered one guard. "Quite awake."
Xena narrowed her eyes. "Why do you say that?"
"Well, my liege, she came out."

"And?"

"And she asked how long she'd slept.” The guardguThen she asked for some
food."

"So?"

"My liege, she is quite hungry." The guard heldkbhis grin. "Her stomach roared
like a lion."

The Conqueror suppressed the laughter that waotedble up. "She's hungry?"
"Yes, my liege very hungry... you should have headdtomach growl."

The Warrior Princess sighed, turned, and walked# dagvn the hall.



The guards exchanged glances and noted that iger $oon returned with a tray of
food. They both tried not to laugh at this.

Xena walked into the room, closed the door silerahd placed the tray of food on
her glass table in the room.

Gabirielle still stood out on the balcony, captubgdhe scenery even in the dark.
Xena joined the other woman and came up from behAmazing isn't it?"

The small warrior jumped and looked franticallyX@na. "Oh gods..." She calmed
down then turned back to the scenery. "It is."

"It took every drop of my blood to conquer theseda"

"Your blood... or others?" whispered Gabrielle.

The dark woman laughed at that. "My blood, GalmielEhe folded her arms. "l was
bleeding when | rammed my flag into Athens's sbtha end of the last battle to take
over Greece." She turned her head to Gabriellent@ioink | haven't suffered like
others here."

"If you understand that... lived that then why are Yetting your people continue to
suffer?"

"Gabirielle, it will make my kingdom stronger as therd times made me stronger."
The Conqueror's eyes went darker. "l will not havengdom of happy fat people that
can not defend themselves."

"So a kingdom of miserable dying people is better?"

Xena laughed deeply. "You certainly are Gabrigllest as naive as the other one."
"Oh no." The older Gabrielle faced Xena. "l amwhser Gabrielle. | know death,

life, hatred, and love unlike she does." She pauged | know what | see in your
kingdom. I'm just telling you how it is."

"How nice of you to inform me," replied the Conquiedryly.

"Somebody needed to." Gabrielle narrowed her égasce you can't inform
yourself." She turned away, heading for the room.

The Conqueror moved quickly. She grabbed Gabsedehs and jerked her closer to
her body. "Do you think | don't spare people? Tlen't show mercy?"

"I don't know, honestly."
"Then let me clear things up for you," growled Warrior Princess. "I have spared

that Amazon; she is still in that cell alive." Sbevered her head, and her voice came
out menacingly. "l show mercy because you're alidMe, and your blood isn't spilled



all over my nice expensive marble floor in the tle@doom." Raising her head back
up, she added, "And third, in that room right nevidod for you that | got myself."
She narrowed her eyes. "You tell me now, Gabrieltel, spare people and show
mercy?"

"Yes," whispered Gabrielle. "Not much of it, butuydo show it."

"Exactly," snarled the Conqueror. She pushed Gldagvay. "Do not talk about
something you have not fully understood... or lived."

The small woman looked away and swallowed the luntger throat. "Alright." After
nodding she looked up. "You tell me if | do or ddually understand." She folded her
arms. "l was born in simple village. One day myage was almost enslaved." She
paused and tried to compose the next part rightt &Bvarrior stopped the warlord.
After that, the warrior and | became friends, argdtimveled together."

The Conqueror crossed her own arms and contingthing.

"The warrior told me never to fight or use a swbetause | would become a target.”
She tilted her head. "But the warrior knew morenttieat, the warrior knew | would
fall into darkness if | picked up a weapon." Heeg¥ell but she continued, "None the
less, | picked up a staff and used it for numereass. One day | killed somebody."
She peered up. "That's when | crossed the linealikdody else that has killed. |
threw away my staff in hopes to save my innocendeathwvouldn't happen. Days went
on as | saw more and more death... darkness botlatrer and I. It almost
destroyed my friendship with the warrior but we mged to bring it together before it
was too late."

The Conqueror shifted her weight to the other foot.

"Since then, I've picked up the sais, killed peapigurpose and by mistake."
Gabrielle took a step closer. "I have been in desatbattles, wars, and deadly
adventures. I've traveled the world and seen themnpg the hatred, the anger, and the
hopelessness."” She shook her head while stariogieél blue eyes. "You tell me,
Conqueror, do | understand a hard life?"

"Yes," answered the ruler. "However, your... lighl semains bright inside,
Gabrielle." Her arms came down. "You haven't exgrexed full darkness." She
walked into the room. "Come eat something, younbuekds energy to heal

properly."

Gabrielle went in slowly. "Did | mention too thaain a healer?" She grinned
lopsidedly.

Xena glanced back and corked an eyebrow. "Next, tithket you take care of your
own wound."

"But not when | have daggers in my side, I'm nbealer," added the small woman.

"l figured." The Warrior Princess sat down in agasofa. Before her was the glass
table with the food. "Eat something."



The warrior-bard sat on a sofa on the opposite@idéna. She didn't eat right away.
"What are you planning to do now that you knowlteation of the Amazons?"

"Absolutely..." The Conqueror leaned forward withargry expression. "Nothing,"
she finished and grinned.

"W-what?" asked Gabrielle, who was completely leaffl

"Gabrielle, did you not realize that | already knetvere they are located?"

"You... knew?"

"Yessss."

"Then why did you..." The small warrior shook her thea

The ruler laughed and sat back in her sofa fullysed. "Oh, | do plan to stick to my
word and not crucify Amarice." She grinned. "Anttiteg you tell me the location...

call that a test."

"You were testing me to see if | would tell thettruwhether | would stake the
Amazons' whereabouts to save Amarice's life."

"Correct." Xena crossed one leg over the otheru'gassed the test with flying
colors." Relaxing with a sigh, a smug look crossedface. "Be happy. If you had lied
I'd have struck you down there on the spot.” Sheeda hand at the food. "Eat
something before I-"

"I'm eating," cut off Gabrielle. She picked up tlate of food and began eating.

"Oh by the way, | do believe we are even."

The small woman glanced up confused. "How is th&t® stopped eating for a
second.

"You saved my life, and | saved your life." Shered at the wound.
Gabrielle raised an eyebrow. "You... took care ofwaynd personally?"

"Yes," answered the Conqueror. "l wanted to seewband taken care of and taken
care of right. A healer checked it later."

The warrior-bard nodded and went back to eatirtdj. tdke a good week to heal
over."

"Maybe sooner if you keep salve on it." The Warfomcess stood. "The stitches will
fall out on their own." She walked around the stfavill return.” She left the room.

Gabrielle sighed, shook her head, but finishechgatfter she was done, she stood
up. Reaching to her side, she carefully removedémelage and looked at the wound.



It was stitched, the opening not too large, andskue around was bruised.
Carefully she replaced the bandage, and the wasaitdback down gingerly. She
stretched out on the sofa and stared at the toedress the room. Emotions and
notions soon filled her mind and she relaxed badke sofa.

Here is a youngyarrior,

In analternateworld

Thatbeckoneder here

And she has to

Preparefor what

Desiresher

Since therenay be

No turningbacknow.

Section Two
~k kK
The Conqueror entered into her room and glancedhtiéle.

Gabrielle had fallen asleep on the sofa, and reatbing was slow. Her face glowed
golden yellow from the torchlight reflecting off thiace.

The Warrior Princess strolled over, her expreshamal. "Gabrielle?"
"Not yet, Xena," mumbled the warrior-bard. "A fewa.few more minutes."

The ruler corked an eyebrow. She licked her lizg®@u'have to get up, Gabrielle.” She
made her voice more soothing this time.

"Go... saddle up Argo."

Xena's eyes widened slightly. She grinned. "Argeaiddled up.” She folded her arms
across her chest. "We need to start... traveling.”

“Later,” murmured the small woman. She turned ensitfa and put her back to the
Conqueror.

The dark Warrior Princess dropped her arms andaah on the sofa. She stared at



the younger woman's back. Gabrielle's words stfteough her mind. Lacing her
hands together with her elbows on her knees, sheréa her chin onto her hands.
"Keeps getting more and more intriguing." Decidihgas time for bed, she stood up
and walked around the table. She reached downiakedoup the small woman.
Gabrielle half opened her eyes and whispered, "Xena

The Conqueror's jaw tightened, but she warmly ettetGo back to sleep.”

That's all the warrior-bard needed to hear in loafused state. She dropped her head
against the other woman's shoulder. "Xena... thank'yo

"For what?" asked the ruler, crossing the roonhéolted.

"For being yourself... and always saving me," mumlhexlyoung warrior before her
eyes closed, and she went back to sleep.

The Conqueror's eyes narrowed, and she bent fotvedade lowering Gabrielle onto
the bed. She then pulled the sheet over the womamvalked back to the sofa. She
laid down and stretched out. Thoughts filled hemarabout this younger woman. She
couldn't stop thinking how Gabrielle must be hereltange her. It was the last thing
the Conqueror wanted but the first thing Xena ndede

~*Part 6*~

"Alright, time to get up, Gabrielle." The Conquestood tall over the woman in the
bed. Morning had begun just a candlemark ago.

Gabrielle rolled onto her back and looked up. "Hbinget-"

"l put you in it last night." The ruler had hoodeygks, and she turned away.
"Where'd you sleep?"

"On a sofa."

The warrior-bard sat up in the bed. She combedh&iemwith her right hand. "You
should have left me on the sofa.”

The Conqueror disappeared into a huge washrooth@fihain bedroom. "Wouldn't
have been good for your wound," she called. Whencaime back out, she was
dressed in her leathers, armor, boots, and heramsapYou have an Amazon's fate to
decide today."

The small warrior knitted her eyebrows. "I can'tide her fate."

"Oh you won't completely, | have to decide if jtist." The ruler came over with the
other woman's boots. "Hurry up.”

Gabrielle took her boots and put them on the flaeaning forward, she hissed as the
pain shot through her body.



"Try standing up."

The short warrior closed her eyes and stood up.i/¢he opened them again, there
was no pain reflected in them.

Xena tilted her head. "I think your body was giviyau a reminder."” She smirked.

"Yeah," muttered the small woman. She turned aipgetl into her boots. After
propping one foot at a time on the bed, she hauh tihel.

The Conqueror held open the door. "After you," shiel coldly.

Gabrielle sighed and headed out. The Warrior Psméallowed matching her stride
for stride along the marble corridor.

The pair went down into the dungeon and passefirthdéew cells.
"Last one on the right,” Xena said.

The warrior-bard nodded and came to the end gbtisen. She looked into Amarice's
cell. Her heart skipped a beat. "She's been whipped

Amarice sat in the cell, huddled in a corner, legslpropped up, and her head buried
between her legs and arms. The red lash marksailarp and down the young
Amazon's back.

"Yes." Xena peered down into angry green eyegelisonally, whipped her for what
she did."

"What?" asked Gabrielle hotly. "How could you datt' She faced Xena. "You
said-" Before she could say more, she was slammg&adst the dungeon wall.

The Warrior Princess lowered her head close to i@ls. "Do not question me," she
snarled. Her right arm pressed against Gabrialest, and her left hand pressed
against the wall. "l said I'd spare her from besnggified. | never said a damn word
about being beaten." Her eyes narrowed. "She Ipat@to pay for attacking me. Do
you understand me?"

Gabrielle said nothing.

The Conqueror growled, grabbed the small womarmslders, whirled her around
and smashed her into a cell's bars. "Do you uralaishe, Gabrielle?" she yelled
furiously.

The short warrior closed her eyes and whispereds'Y Conqueror."

"Good." Xena waited. "Look at me."

The small woman opened her eyes.



"Thank me, Gabrielle." Xena slammed Gabrielle bagkinst the bars again by the
shoulders. "Thank me, because she should be dgacow. | am showing her
mercy," growled the ruler. "So do not get angryhwite. Otherwise you may join
Amarice. Do you want to join her?"

“No... Conqueror."

"Then suck it up and deal with it. There are pricepay.”

After a moment of silence, Gabrielle asked, "Letal®an her wounds?"

"No," snarled the ruler.

"Please, Conqueror, | was whipped, and then my d®were cleaned.”

Xena leaned in. "And you know why?"

"Why?"

"Because | was showing you mercy." Her right hazwhe up and pointed at the
Amazon. "I have shown her mercy already. | will\wh@ more for a person that tried

to kill me."

Gabrielle closed her eyes and balled her handdisit "Conqueror,” she whispered,
"she's so young, she doesn't deserve this." Herayened. "Please," she begged.

"And | never deserved to have my village sackednhgas young, but it happened. |
never deserved to have my legs broken, but it hegrpd never deserved my brother's
death, but it happened.” She grinned. "What dokshtter will only make her
stronger."

"Conqueror-"

The dark Warrior Princess cut her off instantlyo;Neabrielle." The ruler
straightened up and released the small woman. Wilbyoin her if you ask again,

and | will whip you myself."

"Then... can | ask for something else?"

"What is that?"

"For you to show me mercy again."

The Conqueror folded her arms. "On what grounds?"

"On the grounds of... trust."

Xena said nothing at first and considered the iteary well, on trust. What is the
mercy?"

"That you have mercy on my guilt and let me cleanagice's wounds. | feel guilty it



happened to her because |I... | feel responsibledgramnd | provoked her to attack
you."

The Conqueror's face broke out with a grin. "Vesllywou may clean her wounds."
She lowered her arms. "Your love will get you kdllféShe looked down the dungeon
and yelled, "Guard?"

A guard came down. "Yes, my liege?"

"Get me a medical kit."

The guard fetched a kit and returned. He gave@dbrielle then opened the cell.

Going in, she knelt down in front of Amarice. "Anc@?" Gabrielle whispered,
settling the kit on the floor.

The Conqueror stepped in the cell. "Leave theagah," she ordered.
After nodding, the guard stood waiting.

Amarice lifted her face revealing red eyes andypciffeeks. "What the Hades do you
want?"

"I'm going to clean your wounds."

"No," growled the Amazon. "I don't want my enemyctean my wounds." She lifted
her hands with the shackles making a noise. Shewgsaring to attack Gabrielle
somehow.

In a fluent motion, Xena unsheathed her sword amckgd the tip at Amarice. "Do
not touch her, Amarice." She narrowed her eyese"sSbeen saving your life since
minute one. Either accept her help or refuse elgit

Gabrielle sighed. "Amarice, please let me look g wounds." She took a deep
breath. "They'll get infected if they're not tendBdsides that, you'll feel better later,
and lwill clean your wounds."

The Amazon sighed deeply. "Fine."

"Thank you," uttered the warrior-bard. She opetedkit, sat down cross-legged, and
started cleaning the wounds.

The Conqueror sheathed her sword.

Within a quarter of a candlemark, Gabrielle wasedand put the medicine away.
"There."

"Thank you," muttered the Amazon grudgingly.

"You're welcome," returned the warrior-bard, stagdikit tucked under her arm.



The ruler stood in front of the cell's door. "Befgou go, Gabrielle, you must decide
Amarice's sentence for speaking out. What wilktimstead of crucifixion?" She
paused. "And it must be suitable to my standards."

Licking her lips, the small woman faced Amaricertipeered up at Xena. "Her
sentence..." Ideas came to mind, and she tried t@ agmwith a 'suitable’ punishment
to Xena, which would keep the young sassy Amazambuiouble. "She is to be a
indentured servant for two years."

"Done," declared the ruler. Stepping backwards |sti¢he cell.

Gabrielle glanced at Amarice. "Don't give-up, Ansarf

The Amazon stared at the woman until she and tme@ror were out of sight.

~Fk ko

Gabrielle stood alone in her room. She'd peele# trecbandage over her injury.
Deciding it would be fine, she kept the bandagesofthe wound could breath. After
grabbing the salve off the table, she carefullyam®é some over her wound. She
closed the jar and put it on the table again.

The warrior-bard walked over to the window in heom. It was late afternoon, and
she stared at the view of Athens. "Xena, | wondeatwou're doing right now back in
our world." She sighed sadly. "l hope | can findiyeere in this world,” she mumbled
under her breath.

The door opened and in stepped a guard. "You arerte with me."

The short warrior turned around and followed thardwut of the room and to the
dining room.

The guard left her at the doorway.

Gabrielle stood there, staring at the Conquertingiait the head of the table.
"Care to sit?" asked Xena.

The small woman sat down at the opposite end dfatbie. "Dinner this early?"

"Not quite that early," stated the Warrior Princé#dout half a candlemark before
sunset."

Three servants came out, set food on the tablefiliadithe glasses with wine and
water. After they left, the two women were sileramentarily.

"So, tell me more about your world, Gabrielle,"ungd the ruler.
Green eyes peered up. "What do you want to knowe"gscked up her fork.

"For starts, how do you know Amarice?"



The younger woman sighed deeply and stared abtite fShe's a friend of mine...
was."

"Was?"
Gabrielle lifted her sad eyes. "She was killed."”

The Conqueror began eating and speaking at the tsa@e’'And that's why you feel
responsible for her."

"For the most part," muttered the warrior-bard. S&teesome of her food.
"What's the rest of it?"
The small warrior sighed deeply. "l am her... Queemy world."

The Warrior Princess stopped eating. "Very intémgst She grinned. "Seems as if
there are parallels between our worlds, huh?"

"Yes and no," answered Gabrielle. "There are diffees too."
"I can imagine," responded the older woman smuilyself for example."
"You... and |," stated the short warrior. "This wadsl@Gabrielle is... darker.”

"And | wonder why," drew out the ruler. "It must tes dark world... can even effect
the light in people.”

Gabrielle stopped eating. "But | didn't say she wfadarkness... just darker than
me." She raised an eyebrow, questioning. "Do yawkHercules?"

"Who?" asked the Conqueror.

"Hercules... the son of Zeus?" The warrior-bard'seyelened as the implications
dawned on her.

"No," answered Xena. "Who is he?"

No wonder Xena is the Conqueror... Hercules was reawer, so he never changed
her, mused Gabrielle. She came out of her thoughtss'jdst a hero in my world."

"Just a hero?" mocked the Conqueror. "He must bmpdrtance, if you pick him out
of all the heroes of your world."

"He... he is." Gabrielle nodded and ate more. "Hegehdary in my world; he fights
for the greater good."

"Ah." The ruler nodded in understanding. "l see."

The pair fell quiet and continued eating their @&nn



At the end of dinner, Xena stood up. "Come with"nier eyes twinkled deeply.

The warrior-bard felt something inside drop. Sheerap so slowly and waited for the
Conqueror to join her. She left the room along sieeConqueror.

The two women went to the ruler's room, then ot dne balcony where sunset was
beginning.

"Stay here," the Conqueror told Gabrielle, andwbet back into her room. A
moment later she came back out with her hands Bdtenback. She stood beside the
small woman and watched the sunset. "Tell me ahoyd."

Gabrielle's head whipped up. "A-argo?"

"Yesss, Argo." The Conqueror corked an eyebrowArtpo a light gold?”

The warrior-bard opened her mouth and almost saidefiore catching herself. No
lies. "Yes."

"Is Argo a warhorse?"

The small woman looked back at the sunset. "Yé®'vghispered.

"Is Argo... my horse?"

Gabrielle closed her eyes. "Yes, | believe so, @engy," she uttered in seeming pain.
The Conqueror grinned and nodded a few times. "oy have you known me?"
"Over five years."

"Well, | should say the other Xena." The ruler dted. "So, you believe you know
guite a bit about me, too, huh?"

"Yes, Conqueror."

"Now, what do you believe... your Xena is doing riglotv?"

"I don't know," whispered Gabrielle. "I'm just hagishe's okay."

The Conqueror turned to the small woman as thddastays of sunlight streamed
through the sky. "From what | know, Xena will tey$ave you." Her hands were still
behind her back.

"If she can, she will," revealed the warrior-basthe now faced the dark woman.

The ruler tilted her head. "Now, did you help... tKisna fight her darkness? For she
must have had it."

"Yes, | did,"” whispered Gabrielle.



"Does she need you?" asked the Conqueror.
"Yes, Conqueror."

The Conqueror stood tall, dark, and powerful betbeeyoung warrior. Her cold eyes
stayed fixed on the small woman. She'd heard altrifth she needed. There was no
escaping; there was no winning. She leaned dowhhanright hand caressed
Gabrielle's cheek, her thumb grazing over soft lipsid do you still desire... me?"

The young woman's eyes closed, and she uttered,™Ye

The Conqueror's eyes darkened. The sun had sethamdwas no light. She leaned
down and sealed her lips over Gabrielle's in alndugs. As the kiss continued, her
left hand came forward and grasped Gabrielle'stsviightly. When the kiss ended,
she began another and pressed her body againsel&esrBringing the small
woman's arms behind her back, she held the hagdghr.

Gabrielle ended the kiss, and fear washed ovewhen she realized the Conqueror
was tying her hands behind her back. "What you€ ®hs cut off.

The Conqueror kissed the short warrior powerfildggping the warrior restrained
while she tied her small wrists together.

The younger woman pulled away from the kiss. "Dda'this," she warned.
The ruler grinned evilly and let go of Gabriellesund wrists. "l am, and | will."

Gabrielle struggled against her restraints. "Plelaset." She felt the fear taking over.
"Not like this."

"Oh, certainly like this." The dark Conqueror greggsabrielle by her silver jeweled
belt, pulling her in harshly and kissing her wittboeag demand.

~*Part 7*~

The Conqueror slowly opened her eye, she wore mpts she climbed out of bed.
She noticed it was already morning, probably latemmg. She went to a chair,
picked up her robe and slipped into it. Once aratedbed, she studied the small
nude woman still sleeping in her bed.

Gabrielle's breathing was shallow, her hands rgstimher stomach, her wrists faintly
swollen and red, but she was sleeping differehily time.

The Conqueror tilted her head, trying to figure the change. Gabrielle seemed less
at... peace. She growled as guilt welled up insidedred she stormed into the
bathroom to change.

Had she just raped that woman last night? Gabieltesaid she desired the
Conqueror. Yet, she had bound the small warriomagher free will. Then Gabrielle
had freely given herself over to the Conquerotshoonce things began. Gabrielle



showed trusted towards the Conqueror. Had shegpstd that woman last night?

Xena came back out of the bathroom dressed irchénérs and armor. She came over
to the bed and was about to wake Gabrielle but deerded not to and left the room
instead.

About a candlemark after the Warrior Princess (@ébrielle woke up. She sat up in
the bed with a straight back, and she looked atoeind. Finding that it was fine, she
sighed in relief. She then looked at her wrists mibed them a little. "Great," she
mumbled. She studied the room, still rubbing hestsy and noticed that the
Conqueror had already left. She breathed deeplyadnkdow shaky she was from last
night. She hadn't expected it to happen. She dwandle it, but she certainly hadn't
expected it.

No, she didn't expect Xena to force her, not X&u.this was the Conqueror, the
Conqueror, the Conqueror, the Conqueror... It coetinepeating in Gabrielle's
head.

Gabrielle brought her hands up to the side of eadrand closed her eyes tightly. The
Conqueror kept filling her head, and she triedtép $. "God," she growled and
closed her eyes when images of the Conqueror filashieer mind. Scenes of last
night flashed in her mind. "Why am | here?" shel $aotly. Upon taking a deep
breath, the control came back to her, and the imagmped, as did the word
Conqueror.

She got up and found her skirt and top. She pun thie quietly, then put on her boots.
Heading out of the room, she found no guards salsheled to go to her room. Once

inside, she leaned against the door and slid dowviimet floor. "I can't do this
anymore," she muttered hopelessly.
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The Warrior Princess went into her room and notiGetbrielle had left. She narrowed
her eyes and exited her room. Going to Gabrieledm, she opened the door.

The warrior-bard stood in front of the window, theick to Xena. Her body was tense
in seeming control of emotions.

"Gabrielle?"
"Yes?" asked the small woman without turning around

The Conqueror didn't know what to say, nor wassshie why she came. "Do you
want anything to eat?"

"No." Gabrielle's voice was emotionless.
"Very well." The Conqueror left and closed the door

The small warrior sighed and leaned against thelowsill. Her thoughts took her far
away to another worldsabrielle, anybody that has gone in there alive esfnack



out deadGabirielle closed her eyes, remembering Ephinytsisvo
"Eat something," growled the Conqueror.

The young warrior lifted her eyes then looked bdown. She said nothing and stayed
resting in the chair at the dinner table.

Xena's jaw clamped tightly. Her breathing pickedamd she stood. She walked over
to Gabrielle and grasped the chair's arms. Shetedawn to get in Gabrielle's face.
"You need to eat for that wound to heal." Her voa@es angry.

Gabrielle peered up. "It is my body, therefor | eat or not."

"Anything in my realm is mine," growled the Conqoer'Do as | say."

The small warrior shook her head. "So I've comediice. Do as you say not as you
do, huh?" Her expression turned angry. "You denratesd that last night, didn't

you?"

The Warrior Princess's muscles flexed in contrbk §rowled and spun around,
stalking off. "You gave yourself over."

"Like | had much of choice," yelled Gabrielle. Slose up. "l can't play your game
when you break your own damn rules."

"How is that?" The Conqueror whirled around.

The small warrior stomped her foot and shook hadhd trusted you... | trusted you,
and you broke that last night." She laughed saozdist "So |, | showed a little mercy
last night and gave myself freely to you insteadtaiggling."

"Now you're lying."

"l have only lied once, once," stated Gabrielle.

Xena narrowed her eyes. "You showed me mercy lght,ryet you said you desired
me."

"Yes | do." The young warrior paused. "Did." Shesad her eyes then opened them
again. "You think if | desire you, and | am tiedtill won't struggle?" She pointed a
finger. "l did not agree to sex." She turned away walked off. "But | sure as Hell
got it."

The Conqueror watched the woman head to the dbon't you dare walk out of
here, Gabrielle," she warned in a loud voice.

"Watch me." Gabrielle opened the door and went out.

Xena waited two seconds and rushed to the doorld®kedown it and yelled,



"Guards, | want Gabrielle taken to the dungeon.”

Three guards ran down the hall, unsheathing therds.

The Conqueror let them pass, then watched as pipached Gabrielle.

The warrior-bard spun around and kicked the fitgtrd. He crashed to the ground,
and she took on the other two. She ducked at asddweezed past her head. She
punched him in the stomach and kicked at the other.

Xena's eyes darkened with every menacing stepostkef@rward. Her eyes stayed
pinned on Gabrielle. "Enough!" she yelled and mowveal flash. She disappeared in a
breeze of motion between the guards and strucki€lgbon either side of her neck
with her fingertips.

Her blood flow stopped, Gabrielle fell to her kne8ke struggled to breathe, and she
leaned forward.

"Get up, men." The Conqueror knelt down in fronGatbrielle. She reached forward
and tipped Gabrielle's head up. "Gabrielle, wedmathis the easy way or the hard
way." She grinned evilly. "l can release the presfoint, and you can go nicely to
the dungeon, or | can pressure point your armdeggithen drag you." She paused
and let the woman suffer a little more. "Which wiilbe?"

"The easy way," rasped Gabrielle.

"Done," declared the dark Warrior Princess. Hegédns flew forward and undid the
pressure points.

The warrior-bard gasped and fell forward onto herds. "Oh god." Her breathing
was heavy, and she closed her eyes.

Xena stood up tall. "Get up," she commanded coldly.
Gradually, the small woman stood up, and she wipedlood off her upper lip.
"Now then, to the dungeon,” said the ruler wittbaldone.

Gabrielle didn't move immediately, but she did afieeing no emotional change in
Xena. She turned and walked down the hall.

"I'll take care of this," the Conqueror told theagis.
The three guards sighed and went back on pattbkicastle.

Gabrielle and Xena marched to the dungeon belowdkte. When they came to the
bottom of the steps, Xena said, "Stop."

The warrior-bard did just that.

"Guard," hollered the empress.



A guard appeared. "Yes, my liege?"
"Key." After receiving a key, she ordered Gabri¢étlego ahead of her.
They went down the row of cells.

"Stop here." The Conqueror turned to the cell @right and opened the door. "Get
in." Once Gabrielle was in, she locked the dooiifH'Remember Gabrielle, you
can not leave my castle alive." Her eyes narrowad,she walked off. As she strolled
down the rows of cells, she slipped the key dowben her breasts. Her right foot
settled onto the first step as a yell of anger @@t in the dungeon, echoing off the
walls.

A smirk formed slowly on Xena's lips, then she amned up the dark stairwell.
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The Conqueror spent the rest of the day in hecaffche worked on plans to stop the
rebels. The rebels had been in action for too Idihgee years was one to many years
for the ruler's liking. Awhile ago she'd found outere the Amazons lived, but she
hadn't had the time to flush them out. There hashlm@imerous small battles to fight
on her borders.

After working those plans out, she sat back andghbabout her plans to expand her
empire. She wanted the world; she wanted the worlde palm of her hand. The only
thing holding her back was a lack of power. Sheeldajp seek out some godly
powers, whether it was ambrosia or the rhinegotwlvéler, she wasn't yet sure where
to find these things. Leaving that idea for late, mind shifted to Gabrielle. Last
night came back to her, bringing with it a wavegoiit.

She stood up quickly, pushing her seat back.. Stiked out of her office and out
onto the walkway high up along her castle wallg Winapped around the castle
completely. She strolled down the rampart, thinkidgce she came around a corner,
she spotted the sunset in full swing.

Xena settled her arms on the stone rail and wattteedun set on her realm.
Thoughts of Gabrielle still filled her mind. "Youenre right, Gabrielle," she
whispered. "l don't know what to do with you." She a hand through her hair.
"What to do with somebody that appears on my depreely handing over trust. |
don't know what to do." She growled. "She knew tbat"

Ah yes, the Conqueror realized, that was Gabrsaiieéent the entire time. To break
through the system she'd set up. To break throaglwalls. And had it happened yet?

Was Gabrielle finally the winner of Xena's game2uld Gabrielle just remain in
the cell, hopeless and alone?
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The Conqueror faced the cell. "Gabrielle?"



The sun had already set, today.
Xena received no response. She sighed and triead. 4Gabrielle?"

Gabrielle simply sat on the cold floor, her backhe bars. She stared ahead and didn't
look at the Watrrior Princess.

"Gabrielle, we need to talk."
The small warrior only turned her head. She stan#iu cold eyes.

The dark ruler looked away from the death look rgueived. "We are done with this
game," she stated. Licking her lips, she gazed batke other woman.

Gabrielle shook her head, propped her legs uprestdd her chin on her knees. She
closed her eyes and tried to forget she was henentihd raced back to her world,
back to her Xena. The pain filled her heart atttimeight of her Xena that she called
her soul mate. "Just go," she whispered in agony.

The Conqueror snarled then rammed the palm of &imddagainst the bars. "As far as
| am concerned, you can live in this damn cell.e Stalked off, fuming.

The warrior-bard buried her head into her armslags. The pain and hopelessness
washed over her and formed into bitter tears.

The ruler made it to the steps while the sobsdfiler head. When she neared the
stairs, she stopped and grasped the wall. She pdrhk stones before climbing up
the stairs.

~*Part 8*~

Morning had already begun; the sun had peekedtbeszastern horizon. The
Conqueror had awakened and was changing into hike bttire. She went to eat and
while doing so, her mind couldn't stop thought&abrielle. Gabrielle, Gabrielle,
Gabrielle, Gabrielle... thoughts wouldn't end, noioéons die.

After the breakfast, she debated on whether to ls¢arday with her own judgments in
her own version of a court. Or to visit Gabrielle.

Her emotions took her down to the dungeon aftesdest. This was the last chance,
she decided. Otherwise, she knew she and Gabwnelie certainly worlds apart.

Xena came to the warrior-bard's cell. She graspedbars and peered through.
The small woman had her head back against the dradisshe seemed to be asleep.
"Gabrielle?"

The younger woman opened her eyes and glancednat Xe



The Conqueror noticed how emotionless those grgeswere, making them a dull
green. "Can we talk this time?"

Gabrielle looked away. She pulled her legs in alagminst her body.

The Warrior Princess took a calming breath. "Wedrtedalk." She waited for a
response but got none. She pressed hard agairsthand pushed her legs back in
frustration. Her head dropped against the barss8aded lowly as she pulled on the
bars. Once she stopped, her head lay resting adfagnbars.

Xena closed her eyes and whispered, "I'm tryingasd to hate you, but I'm only...
only loving you more and more."

The small warrior closed her eyes. "I'm trying sodhto love you, but I'm only... only
hating you more and more."

"Hatred... or anger?" asked the ruler as she lifeschiead. "Hate is a strong emotion
while anger is temporary."

"That depends." Gabrielle lowered the side of leadhonto her knees. "Anger is the
seed of hatred." She breathed deeply. "You ofedipte should know that."

"l do," stated Xena. "l also know it can be coreglct

"What do you care after everything?" The small worlibed her head and gazed at
Xena. "Since I've been here I've been punche@daivhipped, stabbed, disrespected,
tied, raped, and had my breathing cut off... not emtion slammed against a few
walls and bars here and there." She shrugged.likéoyou did aaany of it." She
laughed cynically.

"Then lets try again."
Gabrielle laughed and stared ahead, not at XenaigRt."

Xena ran a hand through her midnight hair. Sheedd®r eyes and held her bangs
back with her right hand. "Gabrielle... show me mércy

The short warrior decided to turn tables on thedemnor. "Show you... you mercy? |
showed you my mercy last night. | will show no méoea person that has raped
me."

Xena dropped her head against the bars. Her egggsdstliosed tightly. Rapidly, her
emotions took her like a tidal wave, and she cskalto her knees with her head still
against the bars. "Show me mercy." Her breathingioe rasped. "Show me mercy."
Her voice quaked. "Please," she uttered in pune. pai

Gabrielle examined the broken Conqueror on the th®egging. She crawled across
the floor and reached between the bars. She touhea's warm cheek, and Xena
opened her sad blue eyes. "l will not show you merot the Conqueror... she needs
no mercy." She smiled. "I'll give you, you a secaehdnce though."



Rich blue eyes stayed locked with rich green eyes.

Xena reached up and took Gabrielle's hand. Shd the#r hands together while
saying, "No more games, we'll try this again."”

Gabrielle nodded in agreement. "Clean slate. Wounalsclean ones."

Xena nodded, too, and squeezed the small handef#fased the hand. "Let's get you
out of here."

The Conqueror stood tall once more. Pulling theday she opened the cell. When
Gabrielle stepped out, she kissed the small wawamly.

The warrior-bard smiled at the end of the kiss. &heted turning red. She patted the
Conqueror's chest. "Um." She stopped, not knowihgtwo say.

"I know," stated the ruler. "We'll take this slow."
"Yeah." The younger woman sighed in relief. "Thamwolk."

"Just consider that an apology.” The dark Warriondess now walked down the
dungeon.

The small warrior sighed, followed behind after ament's hesitation.
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Gabrielle stood tall and silent beside the Congtgetbrone. She'd been here for a
candlemark already, and it was late afternoon. Xsaan her throne, passing
sentences on people who had broken her laws. Tak sarrior said nothing against
them; she just let Xena be the Conqueror.

Xena watched a man be escorted out. She sighechamdbled, "This is getting
boring."

The short warrior couldn't stop the grin. "l agreeny. legs are killing me too."
The Conqueror looked at the guard, who held alsCHdw many are left?"
"Ten, my liege."

"Save them for another day," declared the Warriordess. She stood up.
The guard nodded and went to the double doors.

The Conqueror faced Gabrielle. "To my room."

The younger woman nodded and walked down the steps.

Xena followed.



Together, they went down the halls. Going into X@maom, they each sat down on a
sofa.

"So... what's going to happen now?" inquired Galwiell

"l... don't know, yet." The older woman crossed askléimagine you'd like to go
back to your world."

"If I knew how." The small warrior sighed.

"There has to be a way. If you can get here... youged back." The ruler folded her
arms. "It's just a matter of figuring out how."

"That's the missing piece," stated the small woman.

The Conqueror was silent but soon spoke up. "Wdydu come here... to my
castle?"

"To... change you."
"That you have done."
"Have | really?"

"Yesss." The dark woman paused. "l never saw yoummg." She grinned. "So | could
never prepare for the impact.”

Gabrielle chuckled and sighed. "I thought | losté whispered.
"No, you won."

"Have | really? Or have we both won?"

There was a dead silence in the room.

"Well." Gabrielle stood up. "Stalemate none theles

The Conqueror peered up. "Where you going?"

"l want to get the salve from my room." The smadirior inspected her wound.
"Could use some."

"Stay here." The ruler stood up. "I'll get it."
"Cong-"
"Stay here," cut off Xena. She exited the room.

Gabirielle shook her head and sat back down. "Ddofybern as ever." She chuckled
quietly. Within a minute the Warrior Princess retedl with the salve, and she smiled.



The Conqueror smiled faintly.
Gabrielle locked the image in her head. "Thanks."

The older woman nodded and said, " Sit up with yeounded side to me; I'll put it
on."

The warrior-bard moved on the sofa so that hersigft faced Xena.

While opening the salve, the Conqueror knelt dd®ire dipped two fingers into the
ointment and reached up to carefully rub it on®wound. "It looks better."

"Yeah," agreed the young warrior. "It's healingatyc' She carefully watched Xena as
she worked.

"Tell me this, are you and Xena..." The Conquerokémbup. "Lovers?"

The small woman huffed. "Not at all." She turned ¢gze away. "It's gotten close to
that, | think."

"You think?"

"I know she loves me; | just don't know the exte@abrielle combed her hair with
her fingers. "You would think I would know aftevé years."

The ruler grinned. "You would think so, but | bbe%s good at hiding emotions."

"Yes, not good as you, but she's good." The wab&d grinned down at the
Conqueror.

The Warrior Princess grinned back. She rubbed &sed$itogether to get rid of the
salve. After sealing the jar again, she placea ith@ table. "Give it a few more days,
and it'll be healed pretty much."

"Think so?"

"l know so."

"Thank you," whispered Gabrielle.

The ruler nodded and studied warm green eyes. Bn®tevived inside. Her left
hand came up and touched Gabrielle's cheek.

Gabrielle couldn't stop it and lowered her headh\uir eyes closing.
Xena met her halfway.

Their lips met gently, then deepened with true jpasdVhen the kiss finished, Xena
started to stand, then leaned in for another lasg) k

The warrior moaned softly. After the second ki$& pulled Xena's head in again for



a third kiss.

The Conqueror encircled the other woman's waist.f8h shock waves through her
body as their tongues met and pleased.

Gabrielle pulled away from the kiss slowly and sdil"Not bad."

The ruler arched an eyebrow. "Oh | see." Her eyatkted. "Let me try this."
Lowering her head, she captured Gabrielle's ligs stronger kiss.

The warrior-bard felt her insides turn and heatSipe was left breathless when the
kiss ended. "That... that was real good," she rasplee .grinned at the Conqueror.

The dark Warrior Princess laughed, then turneassri’'How is the anger?"
"Lessening. The self hatred?"

"Lessening." The Conqueror released the small worthat's get you something to
eat."

Gabrielle's stomach agreed with a loud rumble.

"Looks like the guard was right." Xena went to tte®r and opened it.
"About what?"

The Conqueror smirked. "Your stomach does roardiken."
"Thanks," responded Gabrielle sarcastically. Sfienligh Xena.
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Gabrielle stood tall, her arms folded, and shesstarto the fireplace watching the
flames dance and talk. The evening had becometaoight. She was content. Her
stomach was full, she was out of the cell, the @enor was partially changed, and
her wound was healing fine. Maybe soon, real ssba,could go home. Just one
problem, how to get home?

Xena came up from behind and slipped her handstbeesther woman's shoulders.
"What are you thinking about?"

"About how | am going to get back."”

The Conqueror was quiet.

"There has to be a way," uttered Gabrielle withaks of her head.
"And what if there isn't? What then?"

The warrior-bard sighed. "Then | am stuck here."



"That bad of an ordeal, huh?"

Gabrielle came out of her trance once she undetstbat the Conqueror was saying.
She turned around. "No, not that bad of an ordésjust... | don't belong here,
Conqueror."

The ruler nodded. "Understandable." She shruggétat, and you want to return to
Xena."

Gabrielle huffed at the way the Conqueror keptrrafg to the other world's Xena. It
was as if her Xena was completely another persamttie Conqueror. "I don't know,
yet."

"Don't know what yet?"

"Whether... | truly want to go back."

The Warrior Princess arched an eyebrow. "Why wdtijghu want to go back?"

"l guess I'm getting a little... attached to this lddr The warrior-bard grinned at the
joke.

Xena chuckled then asked, "Why?"

"I'm not sure." Gabrielle's eyes dropped. "Justsuoé."

The Conqueror's eyes narrowed, because she elGhbrielle knew why. Then she
realized that Gabrielle might not have wanted tchawledge why, preferring to deny

the truth. She sighed inwardly.

"Either way, | don't belong here and need to hesatk 3 declared the small woman. "I
have to go back."

"But not tonight or tomorrow," stated the Conqueroa hard tone. "Not for awhile."

The young warrior gave her a confused look. "Why?a¥\élse can | do here? I've
done what | came to do."

"Do you truly believe that you've finished your...gsion?" The ruler lowered her
head. "l am still the Conqueror.”

"True," agreed Gabrielle. "You still plan to caoyt your plans to crush the rebellions
don't you?."

"Yes."
"Conqueror, don't. Help your people.”

Xena grinned evilly. "Happy Conqueror, then happggle. Dark Conqueror then
dark people. Simple as that."



The warrior-bard thought about that statemehave to make her happy... we have to
love each other. And if | leave this world thenrgtreng is lost... everything.

Gabrielle closed her eyes at the thought. "Right laed right now." Her eyes opened
again. "You'll start becoming the happy Conqueror."

The Conqueror leaned down and kissed the youngeramavarmly.

Gabrielle strengthened the kiss with love. She baltb the Conqueror's waist.

The Conqueror pulled Gabrielle close. Her largedsgaressed against a strong
stomach.

Gabrielle made mental plans to hit the bed anyrs®c®he pulled back from the kiss,
then started another. She would be the conquéisrtine, conquering Xena.

It was the first time in years that the Conquerd missed the sunset.
~*Part 9*~

Gabrielle shivered slightly. She felt her body pdlinto a warm one, and she
snuggled close as the bed sheets were pulled acker. "Thanks," she mumbled.

The Conqueror chuckled deeply and held tightly daébrielle. "Go back to sleep.”
"What time is it?" whispered the small woman.

"A few minutes before dawn."

The warrior-bard snuggled her head under Xenars tbefinitely too early."

"I know." Despite the hour, the dark Warrior Prigsdifted her head and glanced out
the balcony. She could see it was dark, but a feallgays of light were forming. She
stared at it in wonderment, and her mind becante'ldkbe right back," she
whispered. Releasing Gabrielle, she rolled outeaf &dnd slipped into her robe to
cover her bare skin.

The small warrior rolled over and watched the Cangugo onto the balcony and
face the east. Now she was in wonderment, andgbygeld out of bed. Quickly
putting on her skirt and top, she walked out ohtlialcony beside the Conqueror.
The Conqueror ignored her.

Gabrielle took a calming breath and reached over.

The small hand laced perfectly with the larger hand

The Conqueror still didn't look at Gabrielle bungly squeezed her hand.

Together the pair stayed silent and watched this says of light reappear as the sun
peered over the eastern horizon.

Once the sun was over the horizon, the Conqueancgd down at Gabrielle. "Stay



here with me." Her voice held a plea despite howitacame out.

The small warrior closed her eyes and opened tlganma'l don't belong here."
Xena faced the warrior-bard. She held both hands f@abrielle, don't go back."
After encircling the small woman around the wassie lowered her head. "Please."
She sighed. "Stay with me... we can rule togethéthalpower." Her voice was
becoming hypnotic to Gabrielle. "Just think ofMe'll have the world at our feet, you
and "

The warrior closed her eyes and let the words heke

"Can't you just imagine it, Gabrielle?"

The feeling of power washed over Gabrielle. "God..."

The ruler lowered her head more. "Stay with meg &ressed Gabrielle's cheek. "If
you return you won't have this with Xena like yauwlith me." She paused then
whispered, "You have everything right here."

Gabrielle kissed Xena with warm love.

The Warrior Princess slowly pulled away from theski

Gabrielle opened her eyes. "I'll stay with you...des®e | love you."

Xena grinned. "Thank you." She kissed the small eotenderly on the lips with a
promise of the future. At the end of the kiss sétspered, "I love you, Gabrielle."
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Her teeth clenched together as the pain screameuaigit her body. It stopped
suddenly, and she sighed in relief. Her breathiolggal up, but she tried to relax her
body. She was on her hands and knees with herdueaal.

She took a deep breath and slowly rose to her $et.began to gaze around at
everything. She stood in the middle of a huge tatest looked somewhat familiar.
"Great, where am I?"

There was a bird whistling.

She narrowed her eyes. "Amazon forest, now | know."

Instantly three Amazons dropped to the forest floith unsheathed swords. Their
masks were pushed back so they could see.

Her eyes widened when she recognized two of them.
One Amazon pointed a sword at her. "Stop the Canglieshe yelled.

She shook her head at being completely confusezhd@eror?" she mumbled under



her breath. Unfortunately, she had no time for jaes, and she quickly unsheathed
her sword. "Wait!" she yelled, but the Amazond sime. "What is going on around
here?" she growled, bending her knees, liftingswesrd, and preparing to protect
herself from Eponin, Solari, and another Amazon.

Section Three
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Gabrielle was on her stomach half her body on #tkednd half on the Conqueror. Her
right arm rested across Xena's chest and the Sider thead on the ruler's shoulder.
Her eyes were closed. "What are the plans?"

The Warrior Princess's fingertips ran up and ddwendther woman's bare back. "Not
sure yet." She grinned. "I still have to adjush&ving you here."

The small woman laughed deeply. "Am | quite thgtdifi an upset in your life?"
"Wouldn't say upset, more like change."

"Good or bad?"

"Good." The Conqueror turned her head and kissduti@ke's forehead.

The small warrior took a deep breath and relax@€dn"we talk about something?"
"I'm fighter not a talker." The ruler grinned. "Bwe can try."

The younger woman chuckled but went serious. "8mysabout the other night.”
The Conqueror furrowed her eyebrows then recalleat\whe meant by tlegher
night when Xena had taken Gabrielle. "You're sorry’dbutiht it was suppose to be
the other way around,"” she said amusingly.

"l deceived you."

"As | said, | thought this was the other way aratind

The short warrior sighed then propped herself uparelbows. "I... I." She laughed
in annoyance. "l wanted you to do that the othghti She shrugged. "And | knew
you had the rope when you came out on the balc@&he"paused. "Truthfully, | could
have easily gotten free." She sighed deeply. "tladeg/ou to do that."

"Part of your game?" asked the Conqueror.

"Exactly."

The dark Warrior Princess reached up and caresabdeBe's cheek. "And | knew



you wanted me to do that the other night."

The warrior-bard's eyes widened. "You knew?"

"Gabrielle, ever since you've arrived here. Youseen trying to do the opposite of
what | would expect most people would do."” The Garqr grinned. "I put the pieces
together and figured out you wanted me to do thebther night." She lost her grin.
"But, | still felt guilty."

"I know."

"And you were smart enough to use that against adgéed the ruler.

Gabrielle nodded. "l was scared at first."

"I knew that as well, that's why the ropes weréosse then you could have freed
yourself easily." The Conqueror smiled softly. "Alndied to be gentle."”

The younger woman huffed before lying back dowrar&ul but damn dominant.”
"I am the Conqueror," stated the ruler.

"You are also Xena," stated the watrrior.

"Quite true," agreed Xena.

Gabrielle thought about that, the difference betwéena and the Conqueror. She
thought about the night Xena took her, the nigat@onqueror took her. Then that's
when she realized something. "That's when you gave the game, on that night."
"Yes," whispered the Conqueror.

"Why?" asked Gabrielle.

The Warrior Princess sighed deeply. "Remembereadgsku whether Xena depends
on you or not... needs you?"

"Yes." The small warrior tried fitting her piecegjether.
"As you said Gabrielle, | am Xena too there is scaping that."

Gabrielle fell silent after she understood. The qi@ror is Xena too, the Conqueror
would need Gabrielle too. It was defeat.

She twirled her sword and stayed in fighting stance

The three Amazons wouldn't stay down and got umagaheir feet. Bruised and
hurt but they wouldn't give up on the fight.



"Stop this," she growled.
The Amazons came closer. They weren't listening.

Another Amazon dropped from the trees with her sivawn. She pointed the
sword at the other Amazons. "Stop you three," stered.

She looked over and became quite stunned. "Ephsty@Whispered.
The three Amazons stopped walking but kept theards out.
"Ephiny, it's the Conqueror,"” stated Solari.

"I have a sane feeling it isn't quite the Conquématorted the regent. She joined the
other women.

Solari shook her head and pointed her sword ateélaeomer. "That is the
Conqueror!" she yelled.

She sheathed her sword and watched the Amazongolfbkd her arms and just
listened.

Ephiny rolled her eyes. "Considering what's goingleese days, | doubt it's the
Conqueror. Look how she arrived here, no men, sippgd up from nowhere, and not
killing you three." She faced the newcomer. "If tanyg, she'll know who we are."

She grinned. "You're right... Ephiny." Her blue efleskered over to the other
Amazons. "How are you Ep and Solari?"

The three Amazons gaped.

The regent grinned, strolled up with her sword, stadd in front of the newcomer.
"You must be Xena the hero."

"l wouldn't say hero more like reformed warlorddted Xena.

Ephiny chuckled but went serious. "Let me guesagrgdiere to find you're...
partner."

"I am, happen to know her?" The warrior corked yebeow.
"Quite a bit."

The other Amazons started exchanging looks butrleayed. They couldn't believe
this craziness.

"I'm going on pure instinct right now... Xena," Ephisaid the name cautiously and
saw the taller woman didn't react to the name 'lise not surprised you're here. My
instincts say | can trust you but my mind says@anvince me."

The warrior nodded. "Alright." She tilted her hedtn looking for Gabrielle, she's a



warrior, short, strong, short blond hair, uses,gfisen eyes, and a cute smile." She
grinned. "Did | pass?”

"Yes," stated the regent.

"Wait just a centaur's heap dung,"” said Solarigr@lstepped up. "This could still be
the Conqueror since she's seen Gabrielle by now."

Ephiny sighed and was about to say something bsitowboff.

"Solari, you've been an Amazon since birth, yotieesecond in command, you love
to fight with the sword however you enjoy using bmv and arrow, you love getting
into a good drinking contest, and you get the Btygeck out of teasing Ephiny.” The
Warrior Princess paused. "Did | miss anything?"

"This is crazy," whispered the second in command.

"l agree," said Xena. "Now you know how | feel."

The regent nodded. "You're Gabrielle's Xena." Steathed her sword. "Naturally,
you would like to know what's going on."

"Please update me." Xena lowered her hands toiper'th think | am behind in this
story."

Ephiny chuckled. "Just a little." She sighed. "¢ &talk and talk." She faced her
Amazons. "We're going back to the village."

"I'm not going to say a word, not a one," Solardsand sheathed her sword. She
turned and headed for the village.

The other two Amazons kept their swords out anidv¥ad Solari.
"Tell me about the Conqueror." Xena looked at Ephin

The regent took a deep breath. "She is you butulee of the world."
"Of the world?"

"Not quite the entire world." Ephiny looked up. "Buost of it."

The warrior nodded and gazed ahead. "So, I'm @tamate world."
"You are, here you are the Conqueror and Gabiglerr Queen."
"Mmmm, so... my Gabrielle went to stop the Conquedain't she?"
"Yes," whispered Ephiny.

"Wonderful," grumbled the Warrior Princess.



The warrior-bard jumped back and let the sword Zegeast her stomach. "Close."”
She flipped her sais out and attacked the Conqueror

The dark ruler laughed before stopping the saisu™ quite good, Gabrielle."

"Trust me | know," chided the small warrior. "l wiasight by the best."

The Conqueror corked an eyebrow as the parriedi€las attacks. "The second
best, you mean." She moved quickly and locked ppooent's weapons in her
sword's blade. She lowered her head and grinné&alatielle. "The Conqueror is the
best."

"Oooh?" Gabrielle grinned back. "Are you tryingstay Xena is half rate?"

The ruler chuckled deeply. "Considering I've baghting non-stop against various
enemies, yes." She went serious. "It takes marig s&iconquer large lands and keep
them."

"Very true," agreed the smaller woman. "Maybepiittk up some things from you."
"Mmmaybe."

Gabrielle tried jerking her sais free but couldi@reat, can | have my sais back?"
The Conqueror laughed. "Do that on your own."

"Alright." The short warrior shifted onto her tigg® and kissed Xena warmly. It
seemed to work considering the Conqueror lowered\werd and grasped Gabrielle's
hip with her free hand. But then it backfired besmGabrielle encircled her lover's

waist and deepened the kiss.

Xena ended the kiss, rammed her sword into thengkcand brought that hand up to
the side of Gabrielle's face. She leaned backdnbagan another kiss.

The small warrior pulled away from the kiss slowlimmm, staying with you might
not be that bad after all."

"Glad you're starting to look on the bright sidedsed back the Conqueror.
"Oh, was that a tease | heard from the Conqueror?"
"Very funny." The ruler mock glared. "Don't ruin"it

Gabrielle laughed quietly. "Oh no never." She gemhri'l'll have to write down all the
jokes and teasing you do."

Xena smirked. "I'm always funny, but I'm the onhedaughing normally."

"Figures."” The small warrior released her lover badked up. She bent down and



sheathed her sais.

The Conqueror twirled her sword then sheathedhie. f8lded her arms. "We need to
get out of here for awhile,"” she mentioned.

The warrior-bard stood up. "What you suggest?"
"You do know how to ride?"

"Of course," answered Gabrielle. "Once | got ovgrfear of heights," she mumbled
under her breath.

The ruler grinned. "We'll take Argo out for awhil&he nodded. "Come on."
The small warrior followed along side. "We can aifuget out of this city?"
"Of course, it is my city."
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"Good, hurry it up," the Queen commanded her Ama&te sighed. "Where the

Hades is Ephiny?" she mumbled. Gabrielle leanethagher staff in support of her
still healing legs. She could walk on them now he couldn't jog or run on them,
simply walk. She turned around and became alarmetha she saw. "Oh gods..."

The regent stopped. "Wait here," she ordered Xaddlee Amazons. She neared her
Queen. "Gabrielle-"

"Ephiny, what in Hades is she doing here?" grovtedQueen.
"Wait... wait." Ephiny held up her hands. "It's nbetConqueror, Gabrielle."

Gabrielle gazed back at the tall, dark, leatherethan. "She's Gabrielle's Xena?" she
whispered.

"Yes." The regent grabbed her friend's shouldé&s bt the Conqueror."
"How can you be sure? It could be the Conqueromngass... as Xena the hero."
The regent grinned. "Do you think the Conqueronksithere is a hero Xena?"

The Queen sighed deeply. "Alright." She took a dargjath and walked along side her
regent towards Xena.

"Just look into her eyes, Gabrielle. You'll seeliispered Ephiny.

Gabrielle neared Xena and the other Amazons. Stkedbeyes with Xena and saw
how warm they were and seemed to contain hintswa.|"So, you're Xena the hero?"

"Why do | keep getting this description?" grumbtkd warrior.



The Amazon Queen leaned against her staff. "Bedaase what your partner said,
you're a hero in her world."

Xena sighed. "Gabrielle would." She crossed hesagainst her chest. "Ephiny said
she was here."

"Yes," acknowledged Gabrielle. "About... seven days?d she gazed at her regent.
Ephiny nodded. "More than seven | believe."

"You haven't heard anything from her?"

Gabrielle shook her head. "Afraid not." She sighi&ither way, she's still alive."
"How do you figure?"

"Because her dead body didn't come rolling ouhefgates lately," stated Solari.
"Solari,” warned the Amazon Queen.

"It's alright." Xena sighed before asking, "Do yamow what she was planning to
do?"

Gabrielle looked away.
Ephiny noticed and decided to answer the questiave the Conqueror."
The warrior licked her lips. "What else?"

"She told me to take the Amazon throne," answeraori@lle. She glanced back at the
Watrrior Princess. "And that | should prepare fa thture.”

"That's it?"

"Yes." The Queen ran a hand through her bangs. ri&tyebe dead inwardly and she
may be alive."

Xena's jaw tightened. "Oh, she's alive, | know.t&de has to much spirit and
stubbornness to give up." She breathed calmlyjustllike to know what her plans
were."

"Nobody is sure, she wasn't even sure," mentioneddgent.

The warrior nodded. "Where is the Conqueror?"

"Athens." Ephiny paused. "We'll take you." She gkohat Gabrielle for approval.
The Queen peered up at Ephiny with fear dullingdyexs but she nodded.

"First, we need a plan,"” stated Xena.



~*Part 11*~

Gabrielle dismounted her horse and walked besel€tnqueror into the castle's
grounds.

"Go to the stables," told the dark Warrior Princess
The warrior-bard nodded. "That was a nice ride."

"It was," agreed the older woman. She came tottides and saw a young boy come
out. She handed him her reins for Argo.

The boy took them then also Gabrielle's reins @arhorse. He then towed them into
the stables.

Xena held out her hand. "Hungry?"

"Definitely." The small woman took her lover's haaatl they walked towards the
castle's large marble doors.

"Must not be too hungry if your stomach hasn't.. redd’
"Oooh, it'll voice it's opinion soon."
The Conqueror chuckled and kept walking.

Once inside of the castle, they made their waytferdining room. And there they
began eating but for once beside each other.

Gabrielle sat back in her seat and stretched fgerdat under the table. "What
happened to Amarice?" She peered up.

The ruler finished eating as well so she relaxek i@ her seat. "She's gone."
"Do | dare ask where?"

"Back to the Amazons," stated Xena.

The small woman's eyes expanded in surprise. "YR&all

"Yesss." The Conqueror grinned. "Don't make a leigl dut of it."

"Oh, I won't." Gabrielle smiled. "I'll just say,dhk you."

"You're welcome," whispered the ruler. She leanest and tenderly kissed her lover.
She pulled back with a grin. "Mmm."

The younger woman reached out and pulled Xenat$ h&ek in. Her kiss was more
seductive.

At the end of the kiss, the dark woman grinnedeastue eyes twinkled. "Let's take



dessert into our room."

"Sounds real good."

Xena leaned in and whispered lowly, "It feels elsetter.” She stood.

Gabrielle laughed deeply and rose up.

The pair left the dining room and went directlydena’s huge room. They'd barely

made it to the bed in the heat of things. Botmigyio dominate the other but
Gabrielle gave in because she knew that in theskadheld the dominance.
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Xena narrowed her eyes at seeing the massive aasitle middle of Athens on this
cool night.

"She's in there,"” whispered Ephiny.

The warrior nodded and pulled her hood more ovehbad. "Where's the front
door?"

The regent shook her head, grinned, and answededthe other side.”

"Good."

"Do you need help?" asked Ephiny.

The Warrior Princess glimpsed at the regent. "Nlqust walk in."

"Can you really do that?" asked Gabrielle.

Xena grinned at the small blond. "Of course, | Itik& the Conqueror.” She went
serious. "Make sure you stay low you four, till timae is right." Her eyes locked on

the Amazon Queen. "You're the key, don't forget."

Gabrielle nodded and grasped the warrior's forede careful, please." She shook
her head. "I'd like to see Gabrielle come out dlive

"She will, I promise."” Xena smiled warmly. "If thas go right, everybody will be
saved."

"We've heard that before," huffed Solari.
Eponin poked the second in command with her elbow.

The Warrior Princess looked at Solari. "It will ikaf you have faith. | always deliver
on my promises."

Solari sighed. "Sorry."



Gabrielle squeezed Xena's arm to get her atterifidre Conqueror is-"

"Me," finished Xena. "Just in a real bad mood,n bandle this. Just worry about
yourselves."

The Amazon Queen nodded and let go of the waraons "Good luck."
Ephiny held out her hand. "Watch yourself, Xena."

The Warrior Princess smiled sadly and took the Ammazarm. She shook arms then
walked off. "Be ready," she called.

"We will," responded Gabrielle. She sighed and Wwaticthe warrior disappear in the
darkness. "Alright, let's get a place to stay."

The Amazons nodded and went in search of an inn.

Xena came around the bend of the castle. She sagetlen guards ahead, so she
pulled back her hood. Her expression went stoicharceyes ice cold.

The guards grasped their swords and waited fopéingon to come closer.
The Warrior Princess came right up. "At ease men."

The guards sighed in relief. "Evening, my lieg@itlsone guard. "We didn't know you
left."

"Yes, | had some business to attend to," said Xeyls. "How is Gabrielle?"
"We do not know." The guard shrugged. "We hardigresee her."
The warrior nodded. "She hasn't left though, ca®ec

"Of course not, my liege." The guard stepped backraached to the gate. "Going in,
my liege?"

"Yes." The warrior began walking.
One guard noticed Xena's chakram. "My liege, wiagipgen to your weapon?"

Xena stopped and faced the guard. She pulled owhlaram. "Something wrong
with it?" She grinned.

"Uhhh no, my liege." The guard stepped back. '8t jooks different that's all, my
liege."

The Warrior Princess took a menacing step. "Trusstitvstill can slice your head off,
nothing different about it." She hooked it backhamn side and walked into the castle's
grounds.

The gates closed behind.



Xena studied the area then found the entrancdahetoastle. She began walking up
the large steps and went through the open doors.

Two guards on either side of the doorway straigideup with attention. "Evening,
my liege."

The warrior glanced at the guard. "Evening." Slaehed up to take her cloak off.
"How are things?"

"Everything is in order, my liege."

"Good, keep it that way."

"Of course, my liege."

Xena grinned and tossed the guard her cloak. "take of that."
The guard held the cloak and bowed.

The warrior huffed and walked into the rest of tiw®ne room. She stared at the huge
throne on top of three steps. Her eyes went caldeasight but she kept going.
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Xena kissed Gabrielle's forehead. "I'll be back."
"Where you going?" asked the small warrior.

The Conqueror pulled on her leathers. "I need &xklthings, make sure the men are
in order." She had her armor on and was hookingWwerd and chakram on.

"Don't take long." Gabrielle grinned evilly.

The Conqueror laughed and leaned back down. Hey lacked in a powerful kiss.
She straightened up and slipped her boots on. &Bk.bShe left the room.

The young warrior sighed and stared at the ceilgige listened to the fire crackle in
the fireplace. Sitting up in bed, she felt somajhirside give. She stared at the door
for a moment. Then she decided to leave but pineonwarrior attire first and took
her sais.

The Conqueror walked briskly down the hall, hertfalbechoing. Then she picked up
on the sound of another set of footfall coming tageher, the exact same footfall as
hers. Her eyes narrowed as the prickles raiseti@bdck of her neck. She came
around the corner of the hall and stopped. Shelgobat the person before her. "You
must be Xena... the hero." She reached back and athgteher sword.

The warrior narrowed her eyes at seeing her miatbection before her. She
extracted her sword and went into her fighting s¢éariYou must be Xena... the
Conqueror," she said dryly.



"l take it, you're here for Gabrielle."
The warrior twirled her sword. "Yes, I've come fanat's mine."

"Actually, she's not yours." The Conqueror grineedly and took small steps
towards Xena while speaking. "You do realize, ItAmperson you couldn't be." Her
voice was taunting. "The ruler of the world." Harasd tapped the warrior's and she
laughed deeply. "And Gabrielle's lover."

"If you've touched her-" Xena's anger was cominliféaowards this ruler.

"Trust me, | have," whispered the Conqueror lowlly.places you can only dream
of." She leaned towards her counterpart. "She iermiHer eyes darkened. "And a
beaten up ex-warlord will not stop me today or tomow."

Xena's body was trembling with rage. "You'll beliscky to live within the next
minute," she whispered with pure hatred.

The Conqueror laughed and stepped backwards. "Yoo't Will me. You know this
world needs me otherwise this realm will be in utteaos without me to reign."

"Right about now, | don't care." Xena twirled hetosd. "l just want you."
"Here | am," provoked the dark ruler.
The warrior snarled and came forward with menasiegs.

The darker Warrior Princess narrowed her eyesld@iner sword, and went on
attack.

The warrior parried the blow and fought back.

Gabrielle came rushing around the corner afterihgdine two same voices and sword
clashing. Her heart raced and she had her samnid. IShe came around the corner
and saw her partner fighting her lover. "No!" sleigd and ran forward. Without
thinking, she went head long into the fight.

It all happened too quickly. Both Xenas tried totpct Gabrielle from getting hurt.
But the warrior-bard smashed into them, tryingttppghe swords yet couldn't. So
both swords came down on her and cut her shoukkglg then hit her in the
forehead. Gabrielle fell to the floor unconsciouthwher head bleeding. Her sais
slipped from her fingertips in midair and came biag to the ground, which seemed
to make the loudest boom ever.

The warrior instantly knelt down, forgetting abdlie Conqueror. "Gabrielle?" she
yelled. She placed her sword on the floor anddifter partner's head. "Gabrielle?"

The Conqueror sheathed her sword and knelt dowadéBl" she growled. Reaching
forward, she lifted Gabrielle into her arms. "Fallme," she ordered the other
Warrior Princess harshly. She walked briskly doha hall.



The warrior took her sword and her partner's $ea walked quickly down the hall.
She kept glancing at Gabrielle in the other womaniss. She had sheathed her sword
and hooked the sais on her side.

They came to the ruler's room and the warrior opgehe door.

The Conqueror carried Gabrielle over to the bed.

"Do you have a medical kit?"

The ruler was lowering Gabrielle into the bed wisiéging, "Yes, in the bathroom."

Xena sprinted into the bathroom. She came backvithitclothes and the medical kit.
She threw the clothes at the other Xena.

The Conqueror caught them and tried stopping teedahg in warrior-bard's shoulder
and head.

The warrior began pulling out medicines and canmex.o8he knelt down and mixed
some herbs. She noted the wound on her friends '8idhat happened to her
earlier?"

"She was stabbed," whispered the Conqueror.

The warrior clamped her jaw down from saying amyghand just put together the
medicine.
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Gabrielle opened her eyes gradually and found éad ipounding. "Great," she
muttered.

"Try to relax,"” whispered the warrior. She camercved sat on the bed.
"Xena?"

The warrior smiled warmly. "Hey, how are you?" $jnabbed her partner's hand and
squeezed tightly.

"Been better."
The Conqueror reappeared behind the warrior. "€mgdmore careful next time."

"Personally, | hope there isn't a next time." Greges flickered between both the
Warrior Princesses.

Xena sighed. "The... Conqueror and | agreed to bai@dr She grinned. "For your
sake."

"Thanks," deadpanned Gabrielle. She sighed infrék®w'd you get here?"



The watrrior licked her lips. "The same way you tid.

"By the cave?"

"Yes," answered Xena.

The ruler cut in now. "We should let Gabrielle re&na." She folded her arms.
The warrior ran her tongue along her molars. "Yeshe agreed. She focused her
attention back on Gabrielle. "Get some sleep huieheadache should be gone in
the morning and the shoulder wound will be fine."

"Thank you," whispered the younger warrior.

Xena nodded and squeezed Gabrielle's hand. Shédpeatrd and kissed her partner's
forehead. She whispered, "We need to talk." ShamdiGoodnight.” Xena stood up.

"Goodnight, Xena."
The warrior flashed a sad smile and walked ovéindéodoor.

The Conqueror knelt down beside the bed. She smadéty at Gabrielle. "I'll be back
in a moment. I'm going to give Xena a room."

Gabrielle gave a suspicious look. "Don't-"

"l won't," cut off the ruler. "I'll be nice." Sheigned.

"Good."

The Conqueror leaned forward and kissed Gabrieliadly.

The warrior saw this and looked away with her egfesing. Her right hand fisted up.
The small warrior smiled at the end of the kisdaiik you."

"No problem," whispered the older woman. "I will back real soon." She rose up.
Gabrielle watched her join her partner at the d8be noticed the warrior didn't look
at her and she didn't want to know what Xena thobagthe Conqueror's kiss. But she
knew she'd hear about it tomorrow. Right now, shated to sleep and get rid of her
headache.

The Conqueror escorted the other Xena down the hall

They both were silent and tense. They both warttedar the other apart but knew it
would destroy Gabrielle. Neither would or wantedhtwt Gabrielle.

The ruler stopped at a door, and opened it. "Yoant." She held out her right hand.
"And your weapons."



The Warrior Princess narrowed her eyes at the esapsebut reached back and
unhooked her sword. She handed it over along vatlchakram.

"Gabrielle's sais too," ordered the darker Xena.
The warrior handed over Gabrielle's weapons.

The Conqueror examined Xena's chakram and raisegiedmmow. "Yours is quite
different.”

"Why don't you play with it." The warrior startedoming into the room. "Maybe it'll
cut your head off."

The ruler's upper lip twitched. "You'll get theseck when you leave."”

Xena faced the ruler when she was in the room. 'Wheave with Gabrielle," she
added on.

The Conqueror laughed. "Don't count on it." Shamgd. "She has everything she
wants here."

"Don't count on it," mocked the warrior. "I knowrhgou don't.” She grinned.

"Mmm, but you don't know her like | do," retort tR®nqueror amusingly. "Sleep
well."

"Till tomorrow... Conqueror."

The Conqueror kept her smug look and closed the doo

The warrior turned around and studied the room.r8hea hand through her bangs.
"What'd you get us into now, Gabrielle?" She bastdyt that night, her thoughts
consumed by Gabrielle and the Conqueror. The im&ger partner and the
Conqueror kissing flashed and reflashed in her nmitnglas pure torment for her heart
and soul.

~*Part 12*~

The Conqueror glanced to her right at her lovee Bhs dressed in her leathers with
weapons. With the warrior in the castle; it made @onqueror quite unease.

Gabrielle was out of the bed, and stretching inetady morning. There was red line
wound running down her shoulder blade and her Eadlwas scabbed over on the
right side. She still wore her red velvet outfit.

Xena came over and pulled the small warrior in.WHmu feel?"

"A lot better," answered Gabrielle. "You two took@od junk out of me last night."

The dark Warrior Princess didn't laugh at all. $bered into green eyes.



The warrior-bard sighed. "To early for jokes?"
"Not at this time," stated the Conqueror. Darkngas tinting her eyes today.

"The protection is kicking in," whispered Gabriglterealization. "You're not
planning to..."

"Gabrielle," drew out the ruler, "she poses a thteas."

Gabrielle shook her head and furrowed her eyebr6iwet is my best friend,” she
said lowly.

"You think | do not realize this?" The tall womaglgased Gabrielle and walked to the
other side of the room. "This won't be easy," sltened under her breath.

"I'll simply will tell Xena to go back home withomte," suggested Gabrielle.
The Conqueror whirled around. "Do you really bediehe'll agree to that?"

"Well, what else will she do?" growled back GalleeEhe sighed and dropped her
head. "l can convince Xena to leave."

The ruler tilted her head, then folded her arm&n'@ou convince... yourself?"
Gabrielle looked up instantly. "What?" She held l@nds out. "l said | was staying
with you." Her hands fell down in seeming defeatlisbelief. Did she even believe
that statement?

"I won't hold you to it," whispered the Conqueror.

The small warrior ran a hand through her hair adtisstration kicked in. "Let met
talk to her."

"If that doesn't help then I'll..." Xena trailed @fhd just walked to the door.

The warrior-bard moved and grabbed her lover's ddon't hurt her, whatever you
do."

The older woman sighed and glanced back. "I promigen't,” she whispered
because she truly knew how much the warrior mea@Giabrielle.

"Thank you," uttered the short warrior.

The Conqueror just nodded and left the room.

"What did | get myself into now?" Gabrielle mumhblé&anding her boots, she slipped
into them and tied them. After making an exit oluth@ room, she headed for Xena's

room, not quite sure where that was but guessed it.

Xena looked up. "Come in." She was sitting on tee, lbull dressed in her armor and



leathers.
"Hi," whispered Gabrielle. "Can | come in?"
"Sure." The warrior waved a hand at the bed. "&wrml"”

The warrior-bard nodded, closed the door, andrs&h® bed facing her partner. "How
are you doing?"

Xena shrugged. "I'm... alive." She grinned but hexsayere sadden.

Gabrielle nodded and lowered her eyes. "Xena, galiyrdon't have to... be here.”
Her gaze came back up.

The warrior corked an eyebrow. "And why is thathé$rossed her arms.
"l want to be here."
"Hmmm." Xena slowly began to nod repeatedly. "l'aticing."

The smaller warrior licked her lips and glanced thetwindow. "l want to stay here
with the Conqueror." She sighed and looked at tend again.

The Warrior Princess nodded but was peering doweiatingers. She pretended to
clean her nails. "As | asked, why is that?"

"Xena, come on." The expression on Gabrielle's fe&® offensive. "You know why."

"Oh, | can assume." The warrior looked back upob@bly because it's feeling pretty
damn good right now to stay with her."

Gabrielle sat up and walked across the room whéeanger grew in her. "Xena, |
love her." She spun around. The anger was comiaglwsf.

Xena stood up and came over. "Do you really, Gdb#AEeShe grasped her friend's
shoulders. "Or are you seeking something in theng/qace?"

"W-what?" The short warrior stared into blue ey&®na, go back. | am staying
here." She went towards the door.

"l will not leave without you." The Warrior Princespun around with an arched
eyebrow. "You do not belong here, Gabrielle."

"Then why am | here?"
Xena didn't have an answer, she just dropped e ga
"Exactly," stated the warrior-bard. "l am suppas®¢ with the Conqueror.”

Xena looked back up and let her eyes fill with p&abrielle,” she whispered,
"you're going to stay with the person... with thegoer you didn't want me to be?"



She closed her eyes and shook her head. "Leavegrsivled.

Gabrielle said nothing and left, making sure torsthe door. Her brisk walk took her
to the Conqueror at the other end of the castle.

The Conqueror turned around and saw her lover. Vel

The short warrior shook her head and stared aetdas® sparring field. "She won't
leave without me."

The ruler's eyes narrowed. "l figured as much." 8as about to move but Gabrielle
stopped her by stepping in front of her.

"Please don't confront her." Gabrielle paused alud, "Maybe if we leave her be,
she'll just give up."

Xena grasped the other woman's upper arms. "I kreaw She grinned at the irony.
"She won't leave without you."

"Then how do you plan to get rid of her?" questobtiee small woman. Maybe she
didn't want to hear this after all.

"Torture her mentally.” The Conqueror's gaze liftggdand she spotted Xena on an
upper level ledge of the castle, staring down etrth’Like now." She grinned evilly
and drew her lover in. She lowered her head grddaadtl captured Gabrielle's lips in
a long sensual kiss.

The warrior watched the scene of her best friemtrear counterpart kissing. She
grabbed the rail and clutched it with white knueklérhere has to be a god laughing
at me now," she whispered. "l lost her before I had" She shook her had. "This is
what | get for waiting," she whispered in voicebitter pain.

The Conqueror lifted her head slowly and smileGabrielle.
"I love you," whispered Gabrielle.

"Mmm." The ruler lowered her head again. "l loveiycShe sealed her lips over
Gabrielle's with passion pouring into the kiss.

The warrior straightened up and walked away battktime castle. This was going to
be her hardest battle ever. The battle of love.
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Gabrielle walked out into the courtyard that wassnze, it contained a large garden.
She began walking through it. Thoughts raced thndwey mind and made her
frustrated rather fast. She sat down on a bencliféed her legs up. She crossed
them and continued thinking.

At hearing another person coming, she glimpsedndpsaotted the warrior. "Just
don't-"



"Iwon't," cut off Xena. She sighed and tried ttare "Can I sit with you?"
The warrior-bard calmed down and nodded.

The Warrior Princess sat down and stared ahealled af flowers. She stared at the
small patch of tiny rose bushes. "How long?"

The small woman said nothing at first but did ansvifeor a few days now."
"Does she love you?"
"Yes," answered Gabrielle.

Xena nodded and fell silent. Slowly, she turnedhesd to Gabrielle. "I have your
answer."

"To what?"

"Why you're here."

The warrior-bard raised an eyebrow in question.

"Hercules doesn't exist here, correct?"

Gabrielle nodded and waited for more.

Xena folded her arms. "Think about it, you did wHatrcules was suppose to do."
She tilted her head. "Unchain the Conqueror's Healne sighed. "That's what
Hercules did to me, the only thing that he haddoThat's exactly what you were

suppose to do."

"What happens if | leave?" asked the warrior-bdttitell you Xena, she goes back
to being the Conqueror and ruling her people witlran fist."

"She is the Conqueror, Gabrielle." The Warrior Bess leaned towards her friend.
"You cannot change that of her." Her hand shiftedl i@sted on her partner's thigh.
"And you cannot accept that of her, Gabrielle, bseahat's not who you want out of
her."

"I can't leave her, Xena... | can't let her realntaélell because she lacks love."

Xena closed her eyes, breathed deeply, then ofgbasdagain. "Gabrielle," she drew
out, "you were not made for the Conqueror."

"Then who is?" questioned Gabrielle hotly.
"This world's Gabrielle." Xena stood up. "It malsense, just put the pieces together."

"Her heart is too darken."



The Warrior Princess grinned. "That's exactly whg's made for the Conqueror. She
has the right amount of light to change the Conguand the right amount of
darkness to understand the Conqueror." She logrhrer'You don't belong with her
nor here." She disappeared in the garden.

"God," growled Gabrielle. "What is happening?" $lesed her eyes as gleaming
crystals rolled down her cheeks.
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Xena jabbed forward with her sword, twirled it, jped back and gave a few swipes
and thrusts.

The warrior-bard came down the steps from the €aStie spotted her partner out in
the middle of the sparring field practicing withrlssvord. Sighing, she folded her
arms and leaned against the castle's cold corherw&tched the warrior continuing
to practice.

Thoughts and emotions haven't stopped slammingGatarielle's mind since the
warrior had arrived last night. She had no ideatwha wanted, why she was here, or
why Xena was still here. To stop the Conquerore st there had to be more. It
seemed like even the warrior was holding back ftellimg Gabrielle something. It
seemed that even her own self was holding back feting herself something.

That in turn made Gabirielle lift herself off thellv&he had a mission now. She
reached down and unsheathed her sais. With a paweafk, she made her way
towards Xena.

The Warrior Princess felt her friend coming up frbehind by the way her body
warmed. She immediately spun around with her syordted at Gabrielle. She
grinned.

Gabrielle corked an eyebrow, spun her sais oun, shéted into battle stance.

The pair began circling each other. What a greasstreliever between each other.
That was one of the few reasons they sparred tegeth

The Conqueror came out of the castle and saw thevismen preparing to fight. She
folded her arms and stood in the shadows, justhwadownith intent.

Gabrielle attacked first. She gave a hard kicketaXs chest.

The warrior took it but didn't lose any footing.eSjast smirked while spinning her
sword. "Come on, Gabrielle. | know your kicks aeechthan that," she teased. "Or are
you even getting soft?

The warrior-bard laughed and stepped backwardfe liThere's a difference
between being soft and weak, your words."

"True," taunted the warrior. But she smiled softiyher friend.



The small warrior faltered for a moment by the em8he composed herself and
attacked her opponent.

The Conqueror saw the second of hesitation fromdwer. "Guard," she called.
A guard came over to the ruler. "Yes, my liege?
"Find me Draco."

The guard nodded and disappeared off. He sougldmaeo and told him to see the
Conqueror.

Draco went to the Conqueror and bowed his head.ll&gg?"

The dark Warrior Princess didn't look at him, sl stared at Gabrielle and Xena
fighting. "Have the men that sent Amarice to thea&on Nation... returned?"

"Yes of course."

Xena nodded; still studying the pair fighting. "Oltey see the Amazon Queen there?"
"They said they requested to see the Amazon Quegjive her your message."

"And?"

Draco folded his arms. "They talked to the heachcdumember, the Amazon Queen
was not there."

The ruler eased a grin onto her lips. "Interestife final looked at Draco. "Take ten
or so men, sweep Athens for the Amazon Queen."

Draco had a confused look. "How will we know whia¢ $ooks like?"
"Recall the rebel that spoke out a month ago?"

"Yes."

"That is the same person." Xena narrowed her &fesd her."

Draco bowed his head. "It will be done, my liegéde€' strolled off.

The Conqueror sighed contently and lifted hersélttee wall. She joined her lover
and Xena. "May | interject?" she inquired amusingly

The warrior went into rapid movement, which cau@habrielle off guard. She moved
her blade in a certain way and caught Gabriela&ia her blade and locked them.
She grinned. "We're done."

Gabrielle narrowed her eyes. "Why does everybodghdbto me?"

The Conqueror chuckled deeply. "Because it annoys'yshe grasped her lover's



shoulder. "Hungry?"

The warrior released her partner's sais.

The ruler faced the Warrior Princess. She helcheuteft hand.

Xena smirked and handed back the sword. "Thanks,'said grudgingly.

The Conqueror nodded and sheathed the sword béhetdne know if you're ever
interested in sparring together."

"Oh I will," retorted the warrior.

Gabrielle stepped between the two. "Alright, naitbieyou can spar without me being
around.”

The ruler grinned down at her lover. "Don't womme'll invite you."
"Gee thanks." Gabrielle shook her head and puseebtbter in signal to move.
The Conqueror stepped aside and walked besided&Habnto the castle.

The warrior sighed and followed behind. As shedlekd behind, she noticed her
partner's back for the first tim8he was whippedhe anger bubbled up inside.

The short warrior felt Xena's blue eyes on her backshe glanced sidelong back at
the warrior. She just caught the sight of darkmeske warrior's blue eye$vhat is
that about?Then she thought about it and figured it @ih. no, this won't be good.
With a sigh, she looked ahead again.

"What is it?" whispered the Conqueror.

Gabrielle gave a shake of her head; not wantiranswer.

The ruler walked closer and grasped her lover'sl hafithat?"

The small warrior sighed and peered up. "I thinkXg@ust noticed the whip marks on
my back."

Even the dark Warrior Princess felt the guilt irsidlight. "Sometimes, | have to
wonder if you were better off heading back."

The warrior-bard squeezed the other woman's hghtiyti "No, | won't go."

"Like | said, | won't hold you to it." The Conqué&voice was sincere. "Gods only
knows what will happen within the passing hours."

Gabrielle couldn't deny that whatsoever, her grighe ruler's hand just became
tighter.This is going to end badlghe mused sadly.
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Dinner had gone and passed. Gabrielle was headlingrtroom with the Conqueror.
Ahead was the door to Xena's room and she stopped she came to the door. She
was tempted to knock and talk to her best friendsbmething was holding her back.
The Conqueror came down the hall and spotted ker leeside Xena's door with a
look of bewilderment. She sighed, because she lehewvasn't going to win. She
neared Gabrielle. "l am going to check the men."

The warrior-bard peered up and nodded. "Alrighitjiik I'm going to head to the
room."

"No you're not," whispered the dark ruler. She gleaal Gabrielle's eyes. She grasped
her lover's hand and signaled for her to follow.

Gabrielle did follow and was taken down the hallag from the warrior's room.

Once the ruler decided she was far enough awayaskd her lover. She bent down
and laced her hands with Gabrielle's. "I know yantto talk to her."

The small woman opened her mouth but she couldny d.
Xena smiled softly and caressed the other's chiéak to her."
"Why?" whispered Gabrielle.

"Because you're confused and | know she'll help"yble ruler's eyes lowered. "I
can't."

"What?" asked the smaller warrior completely baffitgy this.

The older woman sighed deeply and tried to compesself. "Gabrielle, | want you
to stay and | know deep down it is not right." $hi@ned. "But | cannot convince you
that you're not suppose to be with me because i yeanto stay here with me."
Gabrielle shook her head. "Xena, | can't leave'you.

Xena inwardly cringed because Gabrielle could lvatl Xena and get away with it
now. Gabrielle had certainly broken her walls &md would leave her wounded.
"You need to." She narrowed her eyes. "l want wHzgst for you, | am not it."

"Why are you judging what's right for me or not?"

"Because | know your fate if you stay here." Then@eror rose up to her full height.
"l am not Xena, remember that." She squeezed ker'tosmall hands then turned to
head down the hall.

Gabrielle watched her go but asked, "You are givipgpn me? Letting me go?"

The Conqueror stopped and turned back around.I'™Mgending you home." She
locked eyes with her lover in an intense gaze w.16Go talk to her." She turned



away and headed back down the hall. The Conquasmraborn inside of Xena.
Gabrielle closed her eyes and tried to think. "Thigdicules," she muttered.

Xena came out of her room, she had heard the extimeersation between Gabrielle
and the Conqueror. She knew the Conqueror knevaghvgell. She stood there,
staring down the hall at Gabrielle. "Gabrielle,eshhispered.

The voice that seems to always guide me in althia®@s,mused Gabrielle. She
opened her eyes and smiled sadly at the warrior.

Xena smiled back but made the smile of love.
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"We have her, my liege." Draco came in with seveards escorting four women.
The Conqueror came into the throne room and stodioel middle. She folded her
arms, her eyes once more were ice, and her cabgck "Welcome Queen

Gabirielle."

The Amazon Queen held her hand up and her three@mastopped. "What do you
want, Conqueror?"

"l have what | want, you." The ruler grinned théanged at Draco. "Where did you
find them?"

"In a tavern on the west side."

Xena nodded and brought her focus back on the AngaZXena had you here for a
reason. Did she not?"

"If you're referring to the hero Xena, yes," sta@abrielle. She stood in front of her
Amazons, arms crossed, and back straight. She &ti@hd proud as she did the last
time she met the Conqueror.

"l see your legs have healed fine," taunted theq@Qeror.

"They have," responded Gabrielle. "So, what aregaing to do with us now,
Conqueror?"

The dark Warrior Princess grinned. "I have plerftgmtions."
"You do." The Amazon Queen paused. "l wouldn't ngndng you... one."

The Conqueror chuckled amusingly. But she couldafjh as much as she wanted to.
This was Gabrielle before her, the same Gabriékevgas in-love with but there was
an exception to this Gabrielle. An exception sist gouldn't quite figure out yet. It
was the only thing keeping the Amazon Queen algfet now. "Oh, please makes a
suggestion."



Gabrielle grinned. "A treaty. My people are siclatifthis fighting." She went serious.
"And | know you are sick of the rebels.” She titleet head. "I propose an agreement
that you leave my Amazons alone and in turn we matllift a finger against your
realm let alone whisper the word rebellion."

The ruler didn't respond immediately while she adered the idea. She knew there
were more motives behind this than Gabrielle wamgdo tell. The Conqueror
would have thrown this treaty out the window ineattbeat but she wasn't just the
Conqueror anymore; she was Xena too. "I'll condideridea." She stopped because
she had to repeat the words in her own head teugethem. "Till then you may stay
in the tavern. | will call you back to discuss yadea."

The Amazon Queen bowed her head. "Thank you, Ceagli&he almost stumbled
over the words but managed to say them with hatfesity.

The Conqueror looked at Draco. "Escort them back."”

Gabrielle didn't move because she held Xena's &y the Conqueror forgiveness,
Gabrielle. That's what will get you inside of h¥ena's words repeated in Gabrielle's
mind. Forgive her then you'll forgive yoursetfpntinued Xena's words.

The Conqueror was caught by the Amazon Queenisgstfaze. She read the
conveyed message in the small woman's warm greem ey

Conqueror, you know you cannot escape this orthzeight GabrielleBecause |
know | cannot.

The ruler blinked and noticed everybody was waiforgsomebody to speak in this
deathly silence. She broke the contact and look&uataco. "Escort them back now,"
she growled. "You have my orders."

Draco bowed his head. "Of course, my liege." Hacga back the guards and
nodded.

The guards escorted the four Amazons out of thenghroom.

Gabrielle sat in the middle of the bed, her legssed, and her head down.

Xena sat on the side of the bed. She reached dujrasped her friend's knee. "l
know, Gabrielle." She squeezed the small kneelyightknow what your trying to
understand, what your trying to figure out whatgét, and what the Hell is going on
around here."

The smaller warrior peered up and a tiny grin fatroa her lips at the joke.

"Gabirielle, listen to me huh?" The Warrior Princesge was warm. "l want you to
come out of this in one piece."

The younger woman nodded; still silent.



The warrior sighed. "We have two things betweethasthe Conqueror doesn't have
with you."

"What is that?" asked Gabrielle. Her words heldanger just misunderstanding.

"We have five plus years of knowing each other umde belt and we have a
connection." Xena paused. "You know that but Ikhyou've forgotten since your
time here."

Gabrielle closed her eyes and whispered, "I havergbtten... | just tried finding it
all somewhere else."

"Gabrielle, do you really think you're here to chathe Conqueror into me?"
"For the most part, yes." The small woman openeches.

"You can't do it," stated Xena. "You cannot chatigeConqueror into me." She
shook her head. "There is no way possible. Yowaverld away from being able to
change the Conqueror into me."

The warrior-bard looked out the window while thingi "You're right, | hate having
to admit... but you're right." She huffed and lookeatk at her partner. "She has to
stay as the Conqueror anyway since this world wadenfior her."

Xena slowly nodded. "l will say, there will be pgscof ‘'me’ in her that can be
harnessed but not all.” She sighed. "It has thhheway."

Gabrielle nodded in agreement, she finally undecdstaow.

"There's more to this than you just wanting to middeeConqueror me," stated the
warrior. She waited to see if Gabrielle would pigkfrom here.

The warrior-bard sighed deeply then her right heentie up and rested on Xena's
hand. "Yes," she whispered. "I've been lookingsfmmething... in the wrong place."
She held Xena's gaze. "l think... | think | wanted&with the Conqueror because it
was second best to being with you." She stoppeddtdded, "I think somewhere
inside myself, I was hoping the Conqueror would/twe so that..."

"So that you would have a love relationship with &gif it were me," Xena finished
sadly.

The small woman nodded and dropped her eyes. 8leefeanger at herself coming
to life because she knew that truth would hurtfhend. The person she truly loved
and held a connection with. "I'm such an idiot.eShook her head and closed her
eyes.

"You're human, Gabrielle." The warrior squeezedftiend's knee. "l can understand
why you did what you did. You had two intentionsttbbackfired on you, but that's
okay because in the end things have worked out."



"How is that?"

"Because you have changed the Conqueror." Xeed titbr head. "If she wasn't
different do you think I'd be here right now, dauythink she would have encouraged
you to talk to me, or have doubts about keepinghgne?" She shook her head. "If
she were the same Conqueror, she would have fouglaind forced you to stay
against your free will. But instead she is forcyayl in the right direction despite the
fact she knows she'll lose you." Xena smiled. "tbanged her just like Hercules
changed me." She paused. "Let this world's Gabrlelle the Conqueror."

Gabrielle nodded and looked at Xena.

The warrior still smiled warmly. She turned hehtipand up and held Gabrielle's
hand. "You did what you came to do." Her smiled ledidand her expression was
sincere. "You are not her Gabrielle... you are myr&éb."

Gabrielle looked away and closed her eyes. Steflaw tears escape down her
cheeks. "Just explain one thing to me Xena?" Simetlher eyes back on her partner.

Xena nodded.

"Why... why after all these years, and knowing whatkmow about each other, why
are we only still friends physically?" The warrioard laughed bitterly. "It's got me so
damn confused and frustrated." She huffed. "Fivardgears and I'm still just your
best friend even though we both know we are sotésiaShe locked eyes with
Xena. "l cannot figure that out to truly save nig.li

Xena licked her lips and thought over her friemdsds. She felt all her past fears
come to life that have held her back for so lofgcause | can't hurt you," she
uttered. "After five years | still can't believeattyou're safe with me as friend let alone
a lover." She rubbed her thumb against Gabridiesl. "Don't doubt the fact that |
love you with my soul or that | want to be with yoGhe shook her head. "I have
doubt about myself... I'm constantly worried I'll ¢egou down the wrong path. | have
already."

"Would you for once stop holding me back?" growt&abrielle. "Stop pushing me
away, stop trying to walk away, stop walking behme, and stop holding yourself
back." Her hold on Xena's hand became very strtWg.are soul mates, we both

have to accept it completely. I'm not going to figkand | don't want to fight it. | want
to embrace it and become complete because being ke this is killing me more
each day. But | cannot move on without you, Xe&é& paused. "Because you are my
soul mate."

Neither of them said anything because they didrédrtoo. All the words were heard
and now were up for judging. So many notions andtems flew through Xena, as
well as Gabrielle. But Gabrielle knew what she \gdnthile Xena knew what she
wanted but was too fearful to take what was helng. Warrior finally came to her
decision and promised herself and Gabrielle toydanough with it for eternity.

Xena leaned towards her friend so that they were ta face. Her eyes still searching
Gabrielle's.



The small warrior breathed heavily and squeezedthatiger hand.

The warrior gave back reassurance with a squeeze Har free hand came up and
caressed Gabrielle's cheek while she still stuttiedther woman.

Gabrielle swallowed and stayed still. She convéyadsoul shattering desire in her
mint green eyes.

Xena tilted her head to the right some as her fifgeegrazed under Gabrielle's chin
and part of her neck. She brought her hand back the side of Gabrielle's cheek.
No, she couldn't escape this, only embrace it witbwarding smile.

Gabrielle waited because she saw the remains aiothiéicted in Xena's eyes ending.
She already knew the outcome because love hasayst Whe sensed Xena's thumb
tracing over her lips and it sent a shot throughdogly.

Xena let a hidden smile tug at the corner of hgs.1Bhe leaned towards Gabrielle
with her lips slightly parting.

Gabrielle could barely breath and her heart pound#danticipation.

Xena stopped moving in and watched her friend deseeyes tightly. She felt how
tightly Gabrielle held onto her hand that their &kles must be white. She herself was
shaking from this. She heard how labored the smaterior's breathing had become.
Xena closed her eyes and finished the distancecaetthem.

Gabrielle slowly felt warm lips touch hers and sheked in a breath with surprise.
The kiss was feather light and almost nothing. tBatkiss grew like their love and
mouths pressed more against each other. The soelrkess gradually grew
intensity.

Gabrielle opened her mouth and felt Xena's tongier eShe moaned softly and let
her own tongue slip into Xena's mouth.

The warrior's free hand slid behind the warrioredbmhead.

The younger warrior carefully grasped Xena's hipsfgoport. She felt her tongue
gliding over Xena's soft tongue while they consureach other's air.

Xena pressed her lips more against the other waraad sucked on Gabrielle's
tongue. She swirled her tongue over Gabrielle'srieestarting to carefully pull back.
She lessened the kiss to something smaller aneéduwak Gabrielle's lower lip.

Gabrielle pressed on for a moment and then ageeedd the kiss. She opened her
eyes gradually and smiled. Her eyes sparkled deeply

The warrior opened her eyes and saw the expregsionyored onto her. She laced
their hands together before saying, "Thank yopfoanting me in the right direction.”



The warrior-bard chuckled faintly. "I showed yoe tthoor, you had to step through."
"You're always good at doing that with me," jokbd tvarrior.

Gabrielle grinned. "l know."

Xena combed her fingers through her soul matets 'hdove you, Gabrielle."

Gabrielle's smile of love never fell. "I love yoXena."

Section Four (Conclusion)
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Xena kept Gabrielle close, against her body.

The warrior-bard opened her eyes and raised her dféthe warrior's chest. "l better
head back."

The Warrior Princess gazed down with a soft sifeah." She brushed back blond
hair. "So, are we at an understanding?"

Gabrielle grinned but nodded. "Yes."
"Good." The older woman held her soul mate's siflegy stood in front of the door;
Gabrielle getting ready to leave. "We'll leave h&wen but first we have unfinished

business."

The smaller woman sighed. "How are we going to wbr&?" She tilted her head. "l
don't want to leave the Conqueror... heartbroken."”

"She's a big girl," teased the warrior but she veenious. "The other Gabrielle is here
in Athens with a few Amazons."

Gabrielle's look went into question.
Xena grinned. "She's going to try and setup a pgeaagy with the Conqueror."
"And that'll do what?"

The Warrior Princess sighed. "If she did what tsdlll get a treaty up and hopefully
get the Conqueror to fall for her.”

The younger warrior's eyebrows shot up. "You'reosef?"

"Come on, she is you and the Conqueror is me."Wdreior smirked. "They'll fall for
each other.”



Gabrielle chuckled deeply. "True, let's hope loeatb the anger."”

"It will, I promise."” Xena paused. "The Conquerashbeen changed enough to see
better." She took a deep breath. "Just as longahsi€le showed her forgiveness, it'll
work."

The warrior-bard did a double-take. "Showed?"

Xena grinned because her partner caught her thes tiThe Conqueror sent out Draco
to find her and the Amazons. | heard her order ®xlcile we were sparring.”

The smaller warrior grinned. "So, you think the Goeror has already talked to
Gabrielle?"

"Probably." The warrior lowered her head and preé$ss forehead against
Gabrielle's. "We'll finish what you started, stagtiat sunrise."”

Gabrielle chuckled. "I'll talk to the Conqueror igint."

"Do that, because you can convince her to be Wwithworld's Gabrielle."

"I hope | can."

"You can," insisted the watrrior. "Stay with her igit too, that'll be important.”

The small woman nodded. "You don't mind?"

"No," whispered the Warrior Princess. "I'll be finéou'll need to reassure her."
Gabrielle grinned evilly. "Yeah, she is a bit oblgdike somebody else | know."

"Don't mention names," growled the warrior withrangShe lifted her head up. "Be
careful huh?"

"l will." Gabrielle reached down and took one of Beul mate's hands. "Thank you,
Xena." She peered up. "You helped me so much andigderstood everything."

Xena smiled tenderly and tilted Gabrielle's head'lipat's because | love you." She
sighed. "I'm sorry about my fears holing me backs. u

The warrior-bard reached up and took the hand frader her chin. "And |
understand them... | had them for awhile but | reglithat they just don't matter. My
way is you. I'm not going to waste my precious tiomea sack of stupid fears. | rather
spend that time on you."

"You're right,"” whispered Xena. She lowered herdhagain. "Thank you."

"My pleasure." Gabrielle grinned.

The warrior sealed her lips over Gabrielle's dédilya Then she broke the kiss and
lifted her head. "I love you."



"l love you too." Gabrielle smiled and reluctargtgpped out of her warrior's arms.
"Sleep well huh?"

"' will, let's plan on heading back tomorrow."

The warrior-bard nodded and grasped the door'sibaitait, how are we going to
get back?"

Xena shrugged. "I think if we go back to that sapet in the forest somehow we'll
just be..."

"Zapped back," finished Gabrielle.

"Basically."

"Interesting."

"That too." The warrior laughed quietly.

Gabrielle opened the door and walked out.

Xena followed and stood in the doorway. "Sleep waight too."

"Yeah." The short warrior headed down the hall,glaaced back. "Don't cause any
trouble without me."

The Warrior Princess smirked. "No, you just catmgettouble without me."

Gabrielle laughed, spun around, and walked baclsv&idhat's how it's suppose to
work, so then you can come jumping in to save the"d

"Always." Xena grinned. "Goodnight."

"See you tomorrow, partner.” The short warrior védkspun back around, and
disappeared around the corner.

"Huh." The warrior chuckled and went back inside to@m.
~Fk Lk kL

The Conqueror looked at the door when it opened.
Gabrielle came in.

The Conqueror noticed the new glow to her lover @ad what Gabrielle's eyes held.
She voiced what Gabrielle couldn't. "You're leawvith her."

The small warrior sighed and dropped her head vdoieing up to the ruler. "Can we
talk?" She looked up with sincere eyes.



Xena turned around and walked towards the balcdmerevthe sunset was beginning.

Gabrielle's eyes wideneNot that sunsetShe sprung forward and grasped the other
woman's hand. "Conqueror, please don't watch theets anymore."

The dark Warrior Princess slowly turned back.
"Stick to the sunrises, please."

The ruler corked an eyebrow. "Oh?"

"Yeah, they're better for your health.”

The Conqueror let a tiny grin tweak her lips.
Gabrielle sighed. "Please, can we talk."

The ruler held her free hand out to the sofas.

The warrior-bard still held Xena's hand and shehieidover to a sofa. She sat down
and faced her past lover.

The Conqueror settled back and folded her arms atWias resolved?"
"You were right."

"About which part?"

"Everything."

The older woman nodded and didn't voice anything.

Gabrielle reached out and took the other womamd$ie&She held them tightly. "Is
Gabrielle here?"

Xena nodded.

"What happened?"

The Conqueror sighed. "I may be setting a treatwitip the Amazons."

The smaller woman smiled at that. "Xena, you shéuld

The ruler huffed and stared at her hands beinglhel@abrielle.

"You know I'm right." Gabrielle squeezed the largands. "Please do it, Xena."
"I don't know yet truly." The Conqueror looked upiakly with hard eyes.

Gabrielle closed her eyes and whispered, "Please.mé."



"Now that's interesting."

The small warrior opened her eyes with remorsenaXéknow I'm hurting you by
this. I'm not going to go around acting like evhmyg is jim-dandy.” She shook her
head. "But you must keep fighting some of the Cenquin you. Are my efforts...

my love that lost on you?" she whispered in palindt cheap that they haven't
changed you whatsoever?"

Xena breathed deeply and sighed. "No."

"Thank you." Gabrielle relaxed. "Do a treaty anidher stay here with you."

The ruler was about to object but Gabrielle cutdf€before she could.

"Don't say it." The warrior-bard narrowed her ey&®u know, as | do, that this
Gabrielle here is made for you. You won't be abledcape it, | can promise you that.
It'll just turn you inside out.” She squeezed #mgér hands. "l just got through yelling
at my Xena for this | don't feel like doing it agavith you."

The Conqueror laughed quietly. "The stubbornnessmails."”

"It doesn't seem to,” mumbled the younger womalted$e do this."

The ruler huffed. "I am honestly not sure.”

Gabrielle licked her lips before saying, "Pleagefir me and for yourself. If you love
me then you'll promise me you'll try. | don't wamtgo back to my world knowing |
screwed up and that you were left in deep anger.”

Xena looked up at the ceiling and tried to calm dow

"Xena," whispered the small woman, "I promise &lllcome out right if you believe."
The Conqueror closed her eyes while trying to think

"Please Conqueror, | love you."

The Conqueror opened her eyes and leaned forwhedkiSsed Gabrielle gently and
released one of the small hands. She caressethégrencoman's cheek carefully at the
end of the kiss. She smiled warmly. "I'll try... lopnise you."

"Thank you." Gabrielle smiled. "Thank you for ewing."

Xena nodded. "Thank you for unchaining my heart."

The small warrior smiled even more. "It was realyas fun but it wasn't real fun.”

"Smartass," mumbled the Conqueror.

Gabrielle snickered and shifted. She pulled her lpas in for a long hug. "Thank
you for letting me unchain your heart," whispereab@elle. "It's very rewarding to



see you become a new person."
The Conqueror sighed and said, "Don't rub it inrtagch.”

"Yes, my liege." The younger woman grinned as shieg away. She reached up and
brushed back black bangs. "Let's get some sleep.”

The ruler narrowed her eyes. "And you're not stayith Xena?"
"I am." Gabrielle kept her eyes locked on Xena.
The Conqueror arched an eyebrow. "Remember my words

"You may not be Xena but you have pieces of hgoin" The short warrior stood up
and held a hand out. "Come on."

The Conqueror sighed and accepted what Gabrietleesalier. She took the small
hand and stood up.

Together the pair removed their boots and weagwars ¢rawled into bed.

The Conqueror, for once, slept in Gabrielle's aigie was vulnerable tonight and
she never had been like this before. She needkta o feel safe and that was right
in Gabrielle's arms where she could reshape hefls@ifiorrow at the sunrise a new
Conqueror would be born from the ashes of the old.

~*Part 13*~

"Draco, bring in the Amazon Queen." Xena stooditathe throne room but on
common, level ground and not on the divan. Shecgidno her right when she saw
Gabrielle and Xena come out together.

The soul mates listened to Draco yelling at thadgi&o escort Queen Gabrielle in.

The warrior-bard glanced at the Conqueror but theqDeror wasn't looking at her.

The ruler of this realm folded her arms when thea&on Queen came in with her
Amazons.

Queen Gabrielle glanced at Xena and Gabrielle blaek at the Conqueror. "And
your decision is, Conqueror?"

The Conqueror stepped closer. "Upon your requesttogaty, after considering the
idea, and... a little convincing from a third pattjrave decided to grant your
request.”

The warrior-bard let her breath out in relief.

The warrior, however, just grinne@hat's Gabrielle's touch.

The Amazon Queen nodded. "Thank you, Conqueroe"tflved her head in respect.



"Upon accepting this, Queen Gabrielle," added errtiter, "you are invited to stay
here in my castle till the treaty is setup. Your @&mans may stay as well."

"Queen Gabrielle-"

Queen Gabrielle held up her hand for Solari to stint. "Never insult, Solari." She
glanced back at the Conqueror. "That is one thimave learned with the Conqueror.”

The Conqueror let a hint of grin tug at the corfener lips. "Your answer?"
"We would be honored," replied Gabrielle. "It'lldig¢he tavern.”

The ruler grinned faintly but dropped it when laagiat Draco. "Have a few men sent
to the tavern and pick up Queen Gabrielle's things.

Draco nodded and walked off.

"Now then." The Conqueror looked over at the soates. "We must settle
everything."

The warrior-bard felt her soul mate's hand comeuper back and signal for her to
move. She walked closer to the Conqueror with X&8\at's left?" she asked.

"Sending you back," whispered the Amazon Queen.
Both Gabrielles smiled to each other.

The ruler quickly cut into the exchange. "Exactighe followed her arms. "Today |
will take you and Xena back."

The Amazon Queen looked up. "Threw Amazon terrbi§he questioned with
protection in her voice.

The Conqueror grinned at the Queen. "With your p&sion and help."”
Queen Gabrielle glanced at her regent. "Who dideaee in charge?"
"The head council member."

The Queen sighed and said, "We'll need to send thatdve're coming through. |
know they'll automatically attack."

Ephiny nodded. "You're right."

Solari grumbled and spoke up, "I'll send word etlerugh..." she trailed off and
huffed.

Eponin chuckled and patted the second in comméadls. "That's big of you."

"Zip it," growled Solari lowly.



The Amazon Queen sighed at her Amazons. "Alrigletllwend word." She glimpsed
back at the Conqueror.

"Thank you." The ruler turned to the soul matege'pou both ready to get back?"
"Just as long as | know things here will be firstdted the small warrior.

The Conqueror slipped a smile onto her lips. "Thbg' perfectly fine," she
whispered.

Everybody in the room fell silent; they had to hotht to this rare moment in this
world's history.

"Thank you," whispered the short warrior sincerely.

The Conqueror nodded and looked across the thomme to a guard. "Guard, bring
me a scroll and quill."

The guard left in search of his liege's request.

~Fk ko

Gabrielle rode on horseback with her soul mate.c®lddn't remember the last time
she rode with her warrior, holding her. The wari@s given back her sword and
chakram by the Conqueror.

The Conqueror rode beside them on Argo while the2ans were on the opposite
side escorting Queen Gabrielle. Behind were a fetheruler's guards for protection.
Solari had left numerous candlemarks earlier tovdethe message about their arrival
in the territory and that Queen Gabrielle alongwiphiny and Eponin were staying
with the Conqueror.

"We should be entering Amazon territory soon,"etEphiny.

The ruler nodded and glanced back at her men. ta@inghp," she ordered.

The men followed orders and fell into a tiny forroat

The warrior glanced over at Ephiny. "The area gh#&®north?"

The regent thought for a moment. "Yes." She tutoduer left a little and headed that
way. Everybody else followed her lead. And withihaf of candlemark she found
the area. She came to a stop and faced the soes niBio you think you can get back
by just stepping into the same spot?"

The warrior dismounted and said, "Yes."

The shorter warrior hopped off and watched the @enoy dismount.

The ruler turned to her men. "Stay here," she conti®ed. \Walking over, she studied



the forest. "Over here?"
The small warrior nodded and neared the dark Waimcess. "Yes."
The warrior joined her Gabrielle, as did the Amazwith their Queen.

The warrior-bard turned to the Conqueror and lestdmile. "Thank you for
everything, Xena. Thank you for understand andihglme."

The Conqueror smiled warmly. "One turn deserveshemd

Gabrielle chuckled and stepped forward. She puhedConqueror in for a strong,
long hug.

The warrior glanced over at Queen Gabrielle. Sheeti@loser and whispered, "The
best thing you can do to get your way with the Garqr is to smile at her."

The Amazon Queen chuckled quietly. "I'll rememlbett’ She smiled at Xena.
"Thank you for your help, Xena." She grinned. "Galle is right, you are the hero."

"Just don't tell anybody huh?"
Queen Gabrielle laughed and hugged the WarriocBsm

The weapons master leaned towards the regenm'titmglieve this worked out,"
muttered Eponin.

Ephiny laughed and grinned. "I said it would." Sheok her head. "Doubting your
regent is bad for your health, Ep."

"I'm noticing."

"Eph, Ep," said the warrior as she came over tmthe

"Oh no," grumbled Eponin. "Here comes the sapplf,$&he teased.
The warrior gave a stoic expression. "No sappyf sterfe."

"l want sappy," stated Ephiny and she now gave Xehag.

The warrior-bard released the Conqueror but tookbads. "I'll always love you,
Conqueror."

The Conqueror grinned and lowered her head. "Yoarmxena." She received a
chuckle. "Just don't forget me, Gabrielle."

"l couldn't,"” whispered the small warrior. "Dordirfiet me either huh? I'll always be
with you."

"I know," uttered the ruler. "Say goodbye to evegp else.” She nodded.



Gabrielle nodded back and released the Conquéiamnds. She walked over to Queen
Gabrielle. She laughed a little. "Was something &ish?"

The younger Gabrielle grinned. "I know | wont be thst to agree to that." She
smiled. "You made me believe... both you and Xenlink things will work out."

"They will, just keep trying. Love will repair ewghing," promised the warrior.

Xena came to face the other darker Xena. She fdldedrms and blue locked on
blue. "Conqueror, don't forgot who you can be."

The Conqueror grinned. "Fortunately a short blordrier showed me a door."
The warrior shot a grin back. "She tends to do.'that

"She does," agreed the darker Warrior Princess.

"Glad you decided to step through the door," stxteda.

The ruler tilted her head. "I heard you steppedufgh one just yesterday too."
Xena laughed deeply. "Funny how that works huh?"

"Very," stated the Conqueror.

Gabrielle pulled back from the hug with Ephinyll thiss you, Ephiny."

"What happened to... your Ephiny?" asked the regent.

"She was killed several years ago,” whispered @Héri'She was dear to me."
"She is dear to you," corrected the regent. "Sttaéfsvith you."

The warrior-bard nodded with a smile. "You're righttank you for your help, Eph. |
knew | could count on you."

Ephiny chuckled. "I'm loyal to you, no matter whairld or time."

"I know." Gabrielle leaned forward and kissed h@rfd's cheek. "Take care of
yourself and keep Gabrielle and Xena in-line."

Ephiny grinned and shrugged. "I'll try my best."

"What was that | heard?" asked the Queen as shedahem. She glanced over at
Gabrielle. "You better go."

"You're right."
"Besides.”" The Amazon Queen nodded at the two \WfaPiincesses talking.

"Oh no," whispered Gabrielle. "They're probablydirey secrets."



"Or telling stories," added the Queen.
"Something like that," joked the small warrior.
Both Gabrielles laughed together. The group watkest to the ruler and warrior.

The Conqueror held out her arm while saying, "Waeilstill up for that sparring
match, Xena."

The warrior grinned and took the arm briskly. Ské&lhightly and tried to make her
hold strong. "I'll keep that in mind."

The ruler smirked and made her grasp very stroong't@ood."

"Alright you two." Gabrielle rested her right haad top of the two locked arms. "Be
nice."

They both chuckled and released arms.

The warrior turned to her soul mate and graspedim@ulder. "I'll be waiting." She
strolled near the area.

Gabrielle faced the Conqueror. "This is it."

"For now," stated the ruler.

The small warrior corked an eyebrow. "And you'rggesting...?"
"That maybe you should try visiting," teased thaQueror.

The warrior-bard grinned. "If I could, | would."

"That cave may work again."

The younger woman chuckled. "Maybe we'll find o@&lie took her friend's large
hands. "Take care of yourself."

"l will, promise." The ruler sighed and whisper®d/here was that cave?"

Gabrielle titled her head in bewilderment at thegjion. "Just north of Stagira." She
raised an eyebrow. "Why?"

"For reference."
Gabrielle's eyes widened. "Don't you even thinkuio'
The Conqueror smiled. "No, its incase | need ydundw how to get to you."

"You won't need me... because you already have ne'n8dded at Queen
Gabrielle.



The ruler sighed and lowered her head. "l knowg Baused. "l love you, Gabrielle."
"l love you too, Conqueror." Gabrielle smiled. "Ahchean Conqueror.”

The Conqueror chuckled and closed in the distablee.gently kissed her friend and
lifted her head back up. "Go."

The warrior-bard nodded, squeezed the large hamtiseteased them. She walked
backwards. "You're beautiful when you're the ComguéShe grinned and turned
around.

Xena stood waiting for her soul mate.

The Conqueror grinned at Gabrielle's words andabieed over at the warrior. "Take
care of her," she called.

The warrior nodded and smiled. "You know | will.h&looked at Gabrielle and held
her hand up.

The ruler chuckled deeply.
The small warrior joined her partner and took reanch
The Amazon Queen moved and stood beside the Camquer

Together, the soul mates walked into the samethpgthad first arrive in this world.
They faced each other and laced their hands togethe

"Think I should click my heels while saying, 'therao place like home' three times?"
The warrior laughed and squeezed her soul matetshaNo, | have a better idea."
She moved in close, kept their hands together letwieeir bodies, and leaned down.
Her lips captured Gabrielle's lips in a passiohk&s.

Gabrielle moaned softly, released her soul mateisisy and wrapped her arms around
Xena.

The warrior did the same and encircled her GaletgeWaist.

The Amazon Queen's eyes widened as she watcheduhmate's bodies beginning
to light up like lightening.

The two Amazons gaped.
The Conqueror, however, stood stoically.

Suddenly the soul mates became too bright to sg¢h@ngroup shielded their eyes.
When the light died out they all looked back arel$bul mates were... gone.

"That's one way to make an exit," joked Eponin.



Ephiny chuckled. "They have many skills."
"So, back to Athens?" asked the Conqueror.

Gabrielle looked up at the Conqueror. "Yes, we lanember of things to settle...
my liege."

The ruler arched an eyebrow slowly but grinned.

Gabrielle smiled.

The soul mates pulled back from the kiss and opé&madeyes.
Gabrielle gazed around. "We're back?" she whispered
Xena looked at her surroundings in the cave. Hklso."
Suddenly there was a horse's whine outside the cave

The smaller woman laughed. "Yup, we're back."

The Warrior Princes sighed and noticed the deagtisarshe had before leaving.
"That was something else."”

"Tell me about it," stated the younger woman. "Thgou for saving me."

The warrior focused her attention back on her garttyou know I'll do anything for
you."

"Yeah." Gabrielle smiled. "I just didn't think nn¢luded coming to an alternate
world."

"Let me tell you, there are so many finer detailghis contract between us," joked the
warrior.

The warrior-bard laughed and shook her head. ‘'tlichow | signed."

"No, | did." Xena drew her soul mate in close. "Wave a lot ahead of us," she
whispered.

"We do," agreed the small woman. "Like sex."
The Warrior Princess laughed. "Interesting how pmk that among things."
"Isn't it?"

Xena pulled back and went serious. "Give me @ltithe to get rid of the last of my
fears."



"I know." Gabrielle nodded. "I'm here."
"I'l only need a couple of days." The warrior gred.
The warrior-bard grinned back. "Good." She leameand kissed her partner.

Xena lost herself into Gabrielle's love. She haghbrough the battle and won.
Winning is sweet.

Gabrielle kept her eyes close and her lips brusKemg's after the kiss. "l love you,
Xena."

"I love you, Gabrielle... forever." She promised thraher kiss to follow.

They had been a world away from each other butthevséoul mates were locked in
an eternal kiss.

The End



