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Section 1

~*Part 1*~

"Hold on... wait." Xena sighed and strolled overhie two women. "Just stop."
The two younger women chuckled together and dropipeid fighting stances.
"Something wrong Xen?" The small warrior peeredaiper partner.

"You know there is.”" The warrior narrowed her egeber lover then slowly grinned.
"That's not how you want to do it and you know it."

Gabrielle bit her tongue however smirked. "Oh?"
The older woman corked an eyebrow. "Would you iketo teach your daughter?”

"Oh no." The small woman poked her soulmate's stbrmath the hilt of her sai. "
teach her and you teach me."

The Warrior Princess laughed. "Fine." She shruggetistrolled out of the clearing.
"Don't come to me when Hope gets knocked on he't ass

"She won't!" The young warrior called back.

"Mother like daughter!" Answered the warrior.



Gabrielle grumbled and looked back to Hope. "AnyW&he grinned. "Xena is
right.” She sighed. "Don't pull that move until yonderstand how to use your staff
better. Got me?"

Slowly the younger woman nodded. "Alright." Shegjred her head against the staff.
"How long did it take you to learn the staff?"

The warrior-bard's eyes went unfocused. "Learned .it a few months." Her eyes
focused again as a small grin tweaked her lips.sthfad it in a year or so."

Hope's eyebrows shot up. "It takes that long?"

Gabrielle quietly laughed. "For a fast learner,y&e twirled her sais to bring the
blades out. "Feel like one more round?"

The daughter sighed dramatically. "I think | canitdb

"Getting too old for your mother?" The small warrstepped back and bent her
knees.

Hope quietly laughed and raised her staff. "Comeldrady."

Gabrielle laughed and lunged forward to fight heughter.

SN

The warrior peered up to see her soulmate and Eope into the camp. She smiled
to her partner. "Was wondering when you would cdaek."

"Miss me?" Gabrielle grinned and strolled up to loger. She leaned down and
kissed her soundly.

Hope leaned against her staff with a sad smile huagcthe pair. She could see the
strong love between them.

The young warrior straightened up with a smile.

"So what we doing for dinner?" Hope placed her fraed on her hip.
The soulmates chuckled together and glanced owletgoung woman.
Gabrielle shook her head. "How about you catch it."

Hope's eyes widen.

A small grin creased the warrior's lips. She stopd'Rabbit?" She gazed down at
Gabrielle.

"Yeah." The Amazon Queen shrugged. "Sounds goaoaketd
"Same here." Gabrielle's daughter nodded.

"Alright.” Xena faced her lover. "The fire is almasady." She gazed over to the
western sky to see the sun about to touch thedmriBe back.”

"Thanks Xen."



The warrior flashed a smile and walked into the g0

Gabrielle walked over to her horse and pulled lndf $addlebag. She came back to the
fire to settle it there. She sat down with crodsed.

Hope quietly came up beside her and sat downt alsvays like this?" She turned her
head to her mother. "Xena catches and you cook?"

"Yup." The mother grinned. "Since day one." Shaddrto the saddlebags and started
to pull out her cooking supplies. "Works well."

"Must if it's been for five years." Hope glancedhe fire that was building up. "So
explain to me why you're not growing gray hairs amhkling?"

"A mother doesn't give a way all her secrets.” Simall warrior gave a grin but lost it.
"It's a long story." She sighed. "But in a nutsh¥kna and | were frozen in ice tombs
by Ares." She shrugged. "We finally broke througlenty-five years later... about a
month ago." Her voice faded out but she quietlyedskHow were you reborn?"

Hope fiddled with her staff in a little bit of neyusness. "My remains were committed
to Dahak's flames." She stared at her small fingkengng with the smooth wood on
the staff. "Dahak’s followers found my remains &ak them to his old temple."” She
shrugged.

Gabrielle reached over and grasped the small H&xadhak?" She'd noticed how her
daughter was referring to him.

The young woman huffed and lifted her eyes to Gdleri"l have to choose. You or
Dahak." She smiled warmly. "I'm liking it with ydaetter." She lowered her eyes.
"No, he's not my father."

The small warrior squeezed her daughter's handytighnd | will be counting my
blessings for eternity that | have you." A few teaslled down her cheeks.

Hope studied her mother for a moment as a smilg eleng her lips. "Me too." She
was holding Gabrielle's hand just as tightly. Whidr free hand she wiped away
Gabrielle's tears.

The mother smiled confidently then released thdldmad. She leaned a little to her
left to retrieve a long stick. She poked at the.fir

"What happened at my birth?" Hope's voice baregrdhe

The Amazon Queen continued to poke the fire withstiek. She didn't respond right
away. "Too many things." She poked some more. "Eoday it still makes my head
spin." She sighed. "I had you in Britannia in abawteeks span.” She pulled the stick
out.

Hope slowly nodded. "How long does a baby normialke?"
"Nine months."
The young woman dropped her head while staringastaff. "That long?"

"Yes." Gabrielle lifted her eyes towards her dasghBut the fact you came sooner



made me believe you were even more special." Siledssadly. "And | was right."

Hope's right hand went through her hair. "I woulgay that,” she mumbled under her
breath.

"I would." The small warrior sighed. "Let me explaomething to you Hope." She
took a deep breath. "You have two sides."

"I know." Hope faintly nodded. "My Dahak side ang @abrielle side." She turned
her head to Gabrielle. "Right?"

"Sort of." The Amazon Queen looked to Hope. "Youéha dark side and a light
side.” She glanced to the spot where Xena hadeshieto the woods. "Xena has the
samething." Her eyes focused on Hope again. "Wimeet Xena she'd just began to
take control of her darkness. Today she has a poleemtrol over her darkness but
now and again it will come back." She paused. "&lwrols it a little better each
day."

Gabrielle's daughter moved her head in understgntifo you think this is the same
with me?"

"Yes." The young warrior's expression held a wammies "Give yourself time and
you'll learn to control it too. You've already takie largest step. Just keep that in
mind."

Hope slowly nodded. "I'll remember." She raisecegebrow at her mother. "If... |
have problems | can... talk to you?"

"Definitely." A smile that held love formed on Gaddle's mouth. "I'm always here if
you need me."

"Good." The young woman nodded briskly. "You're timy one | trust right now."

"I know... give it time." The mother breathed deefBut as | said, | thought you
were special during your birth." She smiled to th@ughter. "In the local port Xena
and | went to there were villagers. They knew | weegnant."

"And they knew with what huh?"

Gabrielle faintly nodded. "Fear set in and theaglrs came after us. So Xena and |
escaped to a castle in a woods. Within the next dag you." She lowered her eyes
with her mind focussing on the past. "The next alago you grew rapidly to about a
year old. Walking and starting to talk. The knigbtshis castle knew who you were
too. They and Xena tried to kill you but | took ybu

Hope began to play with the staff again.

"l ran from Xena with you." Gabrielle lifted theict and began to poke again.
"Finally | put you into a small basket and placed ynto a stream. | could only hope
you'd survive." She removed the stick from the. filéena caught up to me not long
after near a gorge." She lowered her head. "ltbedena telling her I threw you
over."

"Xena believed you?"



Gabrielle slowly nodded. "She did." She peered twérer daughter. "She trusted me
dearly then."

The daughter raised an eyebrow. "Of course shestyosi now?"
"Yes." The older woman smiled warmly. "We trustleather with our soul.”

The young woman stared into the fire consideringnhether's words. "I wonder if I'll
have that."

The small warrior quietly laughed. "One thing atéi" She turned her head to Hope.
"You have a lot of other things to worry about.”

A dramatic sigh came from Hope. "Don't remind n&h grinned. "Like social
skills."

"That and other things." Gabrielle grinned for as®l as her right hand rested on her
daughter's knee. "You need to be carefully withryetekinesis." She paused while
coming up with the right words. "People will feal Her eyes locked with Hope's.
"They will fear it and desire it. Only show it teg@ple you trust.”

"l figured." Hope turned her head away. "So, wHahe Amazons?"

Gabrielle lifted her eyes to see her soulmate coaok in with a skinned rabbit.
"We're headed there." She stood up with a panbdhiy make it there tomorrow
afternoon."

The daughter slowly nodded and watched her mogéherthe rabbit and begin to cook
it. The darkness of the night, she noticed, begaset in.

"You'll love the Amazons." Xena evilly grinned tompk then walked over to her
mare.

"What's that supposed to mean?" Hope corked arr@yelshe glanced between
Xena and her mother.

"Xena just doesn't like the Amazons." Gabriellecpththe pan over the fire to cook.
"Just ignore her."

The warrior whirled around with her saddlebags.ioow | love the Amazons,
Queen Gabirielle.”

The small warrior rolled her eyes. "You love the #&uns like you love bows in your
hair."

"They are bows in my hair," mumbled the warrioreSlettled the saddlebag down by
Gabrielle's. She sat down beside Hope and leanetds her. "Watch out, your
mother will con you into making you an Amazon," sttaspered.

The Amazon Queen mocked glare at her partner.diichhat.”
"You're an Amazon?"

Xena shook her head at Hope. "Nope."



"One day," teased the Queen.
The Warrior Princess corked an eyebrow.

Gabrielle silently laughed and walked over to ttteeowomen. She sat down next to
her soulmate. "Do we know how long we're stayinthwhe Amazons?"

The older woman shrugged. "Doesn't matter."

The young warrior raised an eyebrow slowly. "Rigbkhe said in sarcasm.
The tall warrior chuckled. "Well maybe a little."

"Uh huh."

"Amazons are that bad?" Hope asked.

"Depends." The mother glanced over. "Some peokdeldathers and feathers... and
some..." Her eyes focused on her lover. "Don't."

"I never said | didn't like them."

"I didn't say that either.” The warrior-bard smidkthen gazed at the pan. "The
Amazons are a blast."

Xena moaned deeply.

<~*~*~*~
Gabrielle glanced away from her soulmate to hegbtar. "You'll be fine, promise."”
Hope sighed dramatically while glancing to the.fltdopefully it won't take to long."
"Nah." The small warrior grinned. "You'll pick upihgs quickly."

It was evening about quarter of a candlemark aftamer. Xena was sitting on a log
sharpening her sword while Gabrielle and Hope wakeng closer to the fire.

Hope chuckled a little. "I'm about as old as you."

The Amazon Queen slowly nodded. "Physically." Siveigged. "Mentally is
different.”

"Ssso, you're saying | have a lot to learn?" Thegt&er grinned a little.

"Uh huh." Gabrielle stretched her legs out befamping them up. She dropped her
head down on her knees with her face towards Hdkat you think of this side of
life?"

"It's... greener." The small woman grinned while tetneng her own legs out with her
hands behind her back. "I just don't know whatdwing to do."

The small warrior shrugged. "You'll figure it out."

"Mmm." Hope nodded and looked away. She breatheglgand said, "I think I'm
going to go to sleep.”



"Yeah." Gabrielle reached over to pat her daughteigh. "Tomorrow will be busy."
"Why?" The young woman had a worried look.

The short warrior quietly laughed. "You'll see.”

"Oh great." Hope slowly stood up. "l can wait." Sjraned.

Gabrielle had an amused look. "Goodnight Hope." IbBleing smile took shape.

"Sleep well mother.” The daughter smiled back wigipth as she squeezed Gabrielle's
shoulder. Afterwards she walked over to her bednodurled up to sleep hard.

Gabrielle on the other hand trailed her eyes avéet lover.
Xena's eyes focused on Gabrielle.
The small warrior's lips creased into a smile.

The warrior grinned a little, sheathed her sword] stood up. She went to put her
whetstone away.

The Amazon Queen lifted her head as Xena cametover.
The Warrior Princess kneeled down at her loveds.siHow you doing?"

"Well." The small woman leaned over to kiss hettpartenderly. She slowly pulled
back with a smile. "You?"

"Still a little... edgy." Her blue eyes flickered ovi® Hope then back to Gabrielle.
"I know." The warrior-bard caressed Xena's che8ke"s doing well."

"Yeah," whispered the older woman. "She's compleatdéterent.”

Gabrielle moved her head in agreement. "She is."”

Xena wrapped her arms around Gabrielle and begsih down taking her partner
with her.

The young warrior snuggled into Xena's body andl&hher legs with the longer
ones. "Mmm, it's been a while."

"Uh huh."” The older woman leaned her head forwddr a couple of things."
The short woman evilly grinned while whisperinghé€rhut.”
"If I can wait that long."

Gabrielle patted her lover's knee. "You can becgas&e going to be to busy
restraining me."

The older woman quietly laughed. "Who said anytlabgut restraining?"

The small warrior grinned but slowly lost it. Shgted a little sadly. "How you
handling it?" quietly asked she.



"Hope?"
Gabrielle nodded while grasping her friend's hands.

Xena sighed then lowered her chin onto her soulmal®ulder. She didn't move or
say anything while thinking. After several momesite lifted her head. "It's hard at
certain points."

The warrior-bard nodded a little while squeezinglbeer's hands. "Thank you for
giving her a second chance." She felt a tight sggi@eeound her body.

"She deserves it and so does your relationship hatti

A sad smile creased the short warrior's lips. "Ye&8he dropped her head back into
her lover's shoulder.

Xena's eyes drifted over to Hope. She stared atdheg face with the innocent look.
It undoubtable reminded she of her soulmate alttose years ago. "She sleeps like
you," whispered the warrior.

Hope's mother turned her head to the left to statiee sleeping form of Hope. She
saw the soft expression and innocence writtenhe. r®ticed how Hope tucked her
hands under her head with her body curled up dmsearmth. The lips slightly
parted as her face twitched here and there fromnaselt caused a powerful smile to
take control of Gabrielle. A few tears rolled doter cheeks. "She's another person.”

The warrior smiled sadly as she realized that IfeiSke leaned forward to kiss her
lover's cheek. "Give me time." Her eyes went to élagain. "Maybe it won't hurt
quite as much later."

Gabrielle smiled and tilted her head back. "Thaol }ena," she whispered. She
pulled down her soulmate's head and kissed herlauth

~*Part 2*~
Gabrielle dropped the reins to her horse. Sheddise hands over her head.
Xena did the same.

Hope had a confused expression but did it nonéetige She heard nothing and saw
nothing but then three women reappeared from #estiShe noticed them to wear
leathers, have masks on, and feathers. She nonegrat knowing they were
Amazons.

The three women dropped their arms together.

One Amazon stepped forward to push her mask bs&¢klcome Queen Gabrielle.”
Her hair was black and gray that reached belovsheulders.

The warrior-bard turned her head in question. "Ep&h

The weapons master grinned slowly. "Still at yeenviees my Queen.” She bowed
her head.

Gabrielle smiled warmly and took a step forwardhtig her friend tightly. "It's so



good to see you."

Eponin hugged back just as strongly. "Glad you @¢oaéke it back my Queen.”
The Queen laughed and took a step back.

Eponin smiled but then glanced over to Hope natgitiar. Her eyes widen.
The small warrior held her hand out to Hope. "Tikislope."

The weapons master's right hand instantly movéxktsword. "By the gods." She
began to extract it. She could remember who Hopefreen the past.

The warrior-bard stepped forward with her hands'lifs.alright Ep."

The other two Amazons glanced between their Quedriree weapons master trying
to figure out what was going on.

Xena took a step forward. "Ep, Hope is with us."

The weapons master stood still with her sword hasheathed. Slowly her hand let
go and there was a scrape of the blade goinghetslieath again.

"Thank you." Gabrielle smiled and lowered her hafid®pe?" She turned towards
her daughter. "This is Eponin." She held her riggntd to the Amazon. "She was one
of the first to teach me the staff." She grinned.

Hope quietly laughed and glanced over to EponincéNo meet you."

The weapons master faintly nodded with cold eyls.rf8membered. She then
glanced to her two Amazon friends. "This is Rhé'sBhe held her hand to the right at
the Amazon. "And this is Ambrosios."

Gabrielle nodded at both the Amazons with a warntesriNice to meet you both."
The two Amazons shyly smiled.

Eponin glanced over to Xena then to Gabrielle. é{@s focused on Xena. "So, mind
telling me where the fountain of youth is? | couke it myself."

The warrior slowly grinned. "We forget."

The weapons master huffed. "Right." She turnedratotFollow me my Queen."
Gabrielle sighed. "Ep," she growled.

Eponin quietly laughed. "Follow me Gabrielle."

"Thank you." The warrior-bard followed behind heefhd after collecting her horse's
reins.

The Amazon, Rhesus, slowed her pace to walk alolegHope. She glanced at the
short long-haired blond shyly then away. "Nice teetnyou Hope." Rhesus was
younger then Hope.

The short woman smiled warmly at Rhesus as sheadaikth her staff. "Rhesus."



She bowed her head slightly. She could tell shetbiathrt the conversation that
Rhesus wanted to have. "So... how long have you Beékmazon?"

Rhesus brightened up. "All my life." She chuckledtie. She was a little taller then
Hope with short brown hair. "Are you and Queen @Galar sisters?" she asked
quietly.

Hope had an amused expression. "No, Gabrielle isngther."
The Amazon's eyes widen. "You're kidding."

Hope shook her head while glancing ahead.

"That's amazing," ushered Rhesus.

The older woman lost her amusement as a sigh caneeturned her head to the
Amazon again. "Amazons are only women?"

Rhesus quickly nodded. "Yes, have been forever."

Hope slowly nodded. "Mmm, | consider myself an ipeledent woman." She turned
her head to the Amazon with an evil grin. "Butdsk my father first if | could
become an Amazon."

The Amazon's narrowed her eyes with a raised eyebro
Hope started to laugh at the other woman. "It wake." She settled down.
"Right," Rhesus shook her head as a small smitaddr

Eponin turned her head away from Hope's directibitenshaking it. "l can't believe
it," she whispered.

Gabrielle narrowed her eyes a little. "Well staetiéving it Ep."

The weapons master sighed deeply. "I'll need sameiccing." Her eyes flickered up
to Xena then back down to Gabrielle. "I know wha glid to you." Her eyes lifted to
the warrior again. "The both of you."

"She's changed."
Eponin narrowed her eyes before whispering, "Hystepeats itself."

The Queen's left hand shot out to grasp Eponinistightly. She leaned into the
Amazon as she continued to walk. "Listen to me Epbikler eyes narrowed while
she spoke in a whisper. "She's my daughter andeserves a second chance." She
paused. "She's not the same person."

The weapons master narrowed her eyes now. "l petyshe isn't Gabrielle for your
sake." She took a shaky breath. "But until | knbat for myself... Il be on my
guard." She shook her head. "l don't need losingoyoXena." She had a hurt look
crossed her face. "We've lost to many good Amazofreends. First it was Solari,
then Eph, Amarice after that, and we thought webosh of you." She pulled her arm
free. "So let me decide for myself. | care abouaittappens to you both."

The small warrior sighed very sadly. "Alright, lesgour point." She gazed ahead



through the forest.

"Thank you." The weapons master saw the villageiegnmto view.
The group soon came into the village.

Xena began scanning around the village.

Eponin grinned and peered up the tall woman. "Sig#s over there." She pointed to
the right then signaled to the other two Amazonske Xena and Gabrielle's horses
away.

The soulmates handed their reins over to the twazans.

Hope came up beside her mother and looked toghéto see what was so
interesting.

Slowly a loving smile creased the warrior's lipshe recognized the one person out
of the Amazons. She locked blue eyes with blue.datekly power walked in that
direction.

"Mother."

Xena met her daughter halfway and pulled her idtr@ng hug. She kissed the side
of Eve's temple and whispered, "I missed you."

Eve quietly laughed while hugging her mother tightlt's good to see you mother."
She pulled back from the hug with a warm smilevdk starting to worry about you
and Gabrielle."

Gabrielle brought her right hand to Hope's backrt@ on."” She led her daughter up
to Xena's side.

"We ran into some... trouble." The warrior folded hems. "We would have been
here sooner."

Eve nodded slowly. "That's what | figured." Shengkad to her right to see... well two
Gabrielles. Her jaw dropped.

"You were right," Gabrielle whispered while leanitogvards her soulmate.
"Uh huh." Xena grinned. "Aren't | always?"

The young warrior chuckled and glanced back to Bdew are you dear?" She
moved in for a strong hug.

Eve released the older woman and watched her atgptb her original spot. "Nnnot
bad." Xena's daughter shook her head. "Excuse meyly are there two of you?"
She chuckled at her own words.

Hope grinned while leaning against her staff. "Thtkte interesting part.”
Eve blinked at Hope.

Gabrielle turned her head to her daughter. "Thidape, Eve." She glanced back to



her soulmate's daughter.

Eve's expression dropped. She peered up to heem6iine same Hope that..." She
trailed off. She'd heard a few fragments of theysto

The Warrior Princess nodded a little.

"Well..." Eve faced Hope again. Slowly she raisedrgint arm. "People change. |
should know." She smiled warmly while holding hant out.

Hope grasped the woman's hand briskly and shodtank you." She smiled warmly.
"You're the first to say that."

Eve grinned a little while releasing the small wdramd. "We're in the same boat."
She winked. "Let me know if you ever want to tratiaries."

The soulmates glimpsed up to each other. Thenrdisgd eyebrows at each other in
wonderment.

"So..." Eve put her hands on her hips. "What's going@' She glanced between her
mother and Gabirielle.

Gabrielle shrugged.

Xena rocked on her the heels of her boots. "Dardink” She grinned. "Family get
together.”

Hope glanced to the lovers. "So you're saying... &wk| are sisters?"

The small warrior grinned at her daughter. "Thap'to you two." She patted Hope's
arm then looked up to Xena. "Horses then hut?"

"Yup." Xena looked to Eve. "Show Hope around thertd

"Sure." Eve looked to Hope. "Want a tour?"

Gabrielle's daughter quietly laughed. "Lead the.iv&he walked up to Eve's side.
"See you two later." Xena grinned and strolledvath her soulmate.

Gabrielle grinned and waved. "Bye." She starteddtk but called off, "Stay out of
trouble too."

"I think we're mature enough for that," yelled Eve.

"That's not true.” The small warrior turned arowvith a huge grin. "Because Xena
and | do it all the time." She spun around to cafghvith her lover.

Hope quietly laughed and shook her head. "Mothstsg"whispered.

"Really." Eve sighed and turned her attention ®odther woman. "So... what's your
story?" She started to walk.

The smaller woman breathed deeply. "Only if yourted yours."

The dark haired female mocked glare. "l hate tgl§tories."



Hope shrugged. "Only fair.”
"Fine, you begin." Eve placed her hands behindhek.

The short woman took a deep breath while tryinfygiare everything right.

<.._~k~*~~k~
Eve smiled as the door swung open. "Hi."

Gabrielle slowly raised an eyebrow as she leanathagthe hut's doorway. "What's
up?"

The younger woman faintly shrugged. "l showed Haymeind."
"And?"

The tall woman noticed Gabrielle wore no boots, bty shining with a thin layer of
sweat and her right top strap a little askew. Howly began to grin. "And well... |
couldn't get her out of the scroll hut."

The warrior-bard did a double take. "The scrolf?iut

"She pulled out one scroll and I lost her." Eveuglged. "l figured you'd understand
that." She evilly grinned now.

The warrior-bard laughed. "I could."
"Sounds like somebody else | know."

The Amazon Queen dropped her head back to seeverdgrinning down at her. She
rolled her eyes. "Yeah well, it's like taking youa a weapons shop." She lifted her
head with a small smile. "I'll go get her." She leghiwvarmly. "Thanks Eve for
showing her around.”

"No problem." Eve shifted her weight to her lefofavith her hands going to her hips.
"Are we having a party tonight?" She corked an ey&b"We are in Amazon land."

The Queen chuckle then folded her arms. "Of course.
"Mmm, no sleep tonight." Eve slowly nodded.
"I know." Gabrielle patted Eve's shoulder with angind turned to walk into the hut.

Xena watched her soulmate bypass her before shedtiner attention to Eve again.
"Feel like a walk?"

The daughter smiled warmly. "Would love one." Hands left her hips. "Mother
daughter bonding time."

"Uh huh." The warrior turned with a grin.
Eve followed in and closed the door behind.
"Eve?"

The young woman turned her head to the left to @bdr"Mmm?"



Gabrielle's right foot hit the wood floor with adro after she'd tied her boots on.
"What section of the scrolls was Hope in?"

"Hmmm." Eve furrowed her eyebrows. "I don't knoBlie looked to the floor
thinking. "She went to the... left side... third rovein the top."

The Amazon Queen's eyes widen. "Oh no."

Xena glanced over to her partner while she tiedbbets. "What's wrong with that
section?"

The small warrior turned her head to her lover.dfidthe.. specialAmazon tales,"
she emphasized.

"Special tales?" Eve glimpsed between her mothéitlaa smaller woman.

"It's nothing."” The Warrior Princess shook her htah straightened up. "Ready for
that walk?" She raised an eyebrow at Eve.

The daughter folded her arms at the distractionréS She tapped her boot.

The warrior came up beside Eve and directed hearswthe door. She turned her
head back to her soulmate and moutlged Hope out of there

Gabrielle quickly nodded. "See you soon."
Xena winked. "See you for dinner." She met Evedduhe door.
"What are the special tales?" Eve started walkioggside her mother.

The Warrior Princess looked anywhere except ataaghter. "I'll tell you when
you're old enough."

The warrior-bard heard it and started to chucklshesleft the hut and closed the door
behind.

S

Gabrielle leaned against the doorway as a tendige sased across her lips. Her head
dropped against the doorframe. Her warm eyes slagi&dd on the small woman
inside of the hut just disappeared into her readingontent sighed left her.

Hope's head whipped up at hearing the sigh, whadlsed her heart to skip a beat. She
sighed in relief.

"Sorry." The small warrior chuckled. "What you resg®"

"Just this story." The younger woman was sitting iwood chair with the scroll in her
lap. Her staff was leaning against a scroll ca$s.réally interesting."”

"What's it about?" The Queen lifted her head thessed her arms against her chest.

"I think basically about the Amazons dealing wille Centaurs.” She lifted her head
again from the scroll. "Where's Xena?"

"She and Eve went for a walk." The mother shrugf@d.it's just you and me." A



smile formed.

Hope quietly laughed then sighed as her eyes drift¢he scroll again. "So uh..."
She glanced up to her mother. "Are we having matlaeghter bonding time too?"

The young warrior shrugged. "We can or we canhg Shrugged again. "Up to you."

Hope looked back to the scroll and slowly begarothit up. "So, where to?" She
stood up after finishing rolling the scroll up.

"First." Gabrielle came into the scroll hut. "Leergive you something to read.” She
walked past her daughter to the opposite scroé.cas

The younger woman had slipped her scroll away atréeved her staff. She strolled
over to Gabrielle's side.

The warrior-bard's right hand was up scanning thells. She knelt down and
grinned. Reaching forward, she extracted a scnalltarned to stand. "Read that
sometime." She handed it over.

Hope carefully took it. "Is it good?" She peeredfigm the scroll.

"That's up to you to decide." The small woman &bbut of the scroll hut.
Gabrielle's daughter smiled and walked out behind.

Silently the pair walked through the village of Aroas.

Hope continually caught odd glares in her diregtsire felt uncomfortable. "They
know," she whispered.

The small warrior glanced around noticing the loakswvell. "Doesn't matter," she
ushered back. "They knew."

The younger woman furrowed her eyebrows at her enoth

The Queen quietly laughed. "They knew... as in tha@yktof the past you." She
shrugged. "They don't know you."

Hope faintly nodded while glancing ahead once more.
"Ah, let's go in here." The small warrior strolledo the hut.

As soon as the daughter came in she was ransagkbd bmell of leather. "Must be
the leather hut."

Gabrielle chuckled and walked over to a table lingth pairs of leathers, one right
after another. She strolled down the table withl&khand scraping over the leathers.
"Want any?" She stopped for the reply.

Hope shook her head as she stood staring at tteetea”l don't think that's my thing.
| like what | have." She realized what she mighsaging and quickly looked to her
mother. "I mean, | could change out of these and-"

"Its okay." The warrior-bard turned around withrang"l have no problem with you



looking like me... or like 1 did." She smiled withve. "Be yourself."
"Whatever that is," mumbled Hope while walking ot@a table.
Gabrielle quickly came up and grasped her daughaem.

Hope looked up instantly to see intense eyes fngdzer into place.

"Give it time." The short warrior paused for effeéttou're basically starting a new
life." She smiled with hinted sadness. "You'll figuhings out, okay?"

"Yeah," whispered the younger woman. "Thank you."

"You're welcome." Gabrielle released the small amithout warning she found her
daughter giving her a one armed hug. The small voreturned the hug. She gave a
tight squeeze and released.

Hope smiled then strolled over to a chair to pldeescroll down and lean the staff
against the wall.

The small warrior walked to opposite side of thetdook at more leathers. She
lifted her head towards her daughter from lookihg table. "How... how long can
you... are you..." She stopped because she didn'aikig this.

The younger woman looked up with curious eyes. "Hmvg what?" Her hands rested
on the leathers.

Gabrielle sighed while looking away. "How long witbu live for?"

Hope lowered her eyes to the leathers on the tdltenot sure.” She peered back up
to lock eyes. "Considering how fast | grew, thegjodly know." She sighed for a
second. "l think from here out | age normally.” Sheugged. "But | could be wrong
too."

The Queen nodded in accepting that. She startedltoto the opposite side of the
hut where there were a number of weapons liningwhle She gazed up and down
the swords.

Hope peered over to stare at her mother's backin®hesighed while her eyes drifted
to the Amazon leathers on the table. "So, Eve isa¥edaughter.”

"Yesss." Gabrielle turned around on her heels wigmile. "She's had a rough past.”

"So she told me." Hope didn't look up. "We tradaaties.” She shrugged while
glimpsing over to her mother. "Was nice to share."

The small warrior chuckled a little. "Eve is undargling... stubborn but
understanding."

The younger woman snickered. "Sounds like somelets#yl know," she ushered
under her breath.

The warrior-bard folded her arms against her cagsthe corked an eyebrow. She was
giving her daughter an inquisitive look.

Hope bit back a grin as she glanced to her mottesr away again. She shrugged as



she started to walk along the table of leatherst tNat I'm calling names."

"Right." Gabrielle stance was putting her weighthen left side. "But they say birds
of a feather flock together."

"Mother like daughter.” Hope shot a grin and look&dhy as she came to the end of
the table. Her eyebrows furrowed together as $teel la few leathers. She caught
sight of something interesting. "Mother, come Here.

The small warrior dropped her arms. "l don't ne@dlereathers sweetie."”

"Oh no." Hope lifted the leathers out of the wagtack them on others. "These ain't
leathers." She reached down to lifted a red vety@tand move it out of the way to
reveal the skirt.

The Queen felt the soft red velvet. "Mmm, that'd.td

"Odd but really nice." Gabrielle's daughter chudkienile lifting up the top and
turned to the warrior-bard. She held the top agdiesQueen's chest. "Oooh, that
would look real good on you."

The older woman shook her head. "l don't think so."

"Come on mother." Hope tilted her head gazing at#d velvet top against her
mother's chest. "Try it on at least.”

The young warrior sighed dramatically. "Alrightygime the skirt too."

The long blond haired female handed over the tep tave the skirt. She noticed the
black belt with jewels on the skirt. "Oh gods] itlok real good on you." She
chuckled while her mother rolled her eyes.

"Be back." Gabrielle trundled off with the outfd & small room around a corner in
the hut.

Hope went back to scanning the leathers. "So ytlwerédmazon Queen right?" she
called off.

The small warrior was slipping out of her top. "Yup

The younger woman walked over to the swords toystineim with little interest.
"Who's in charge when you're not around?"

"A regent that | leave in charge." Gabrielle puldthe new red velvet skirt. "Why
you so interested?" A small grin creased her Igste lifted the red velvet top.

That grin was reflected to Hope's expression.st flon't understand how the
Amazons work... that's all.”

"Oh." Gabrielle walked around the wall with the neutfit on. She turned to her
daughter.

Slowly Gabrielle's daughter turned while scannipgand down her mother's body.
And as she did this a warm smile etched its way.léad started bobbing. "Lookin’
real good mother."



The Amazon Queen laughed and shook her head. "Red?"

"Oh yeah." Hope nodded while studying some mored'R the color of the year."
She grinned. She took a step back. "It's also yawsrhile came now. "I'm serious,
you should wear those instead of the leathers."”

The warrior sighed dramatically. "Maybe."

"Hold on." Hope held up a hand. "We need to chamge arm bracelets." She spun
around to scan the hut for an area of jewelry. imtted one with a brightening
expression. She walked over to a shelf and foumdenaus types of bracelets. She
selected just a gold band. Coming back over shiedffidhe arm bracelets Gabrielle
had on then slipped on the golden one on her msthight arm. She stepped back
again.

"Your verdict?" The small warrior fisted her hangsat her sides with her stance
holding a sway to her hips.

"Mmm, let's change your necklace too." Hope chuwtkle
The warrior-bard shook her head with a grin. "Whatiur recommendation?”

Gabrielle's daughter looked back to the shelveshibla jewelry. "l saw one over
there." She scanned the shelves with her eyesoandl fit. Raising her right hand and
the narrowing of her eyes, she lifted the necklaeatally.

The necklace floated through the air towards thenam.

Hope walked over to her mother again as the neeldame near. She reached up and
snhatched it out of the air as she turned her haekl to Gabrielle.

The Queen unwidened her eyes. "l keep forgetting eekinesis."

"Mmm not telekinesis." Hope reached around to ukttbe necklace her mother
wore now. "Its called lazyness." She reached bewkra with the new necklace.

The short warrior laughed. "That's one way to plt i

"Uh huh." The younger woman took three steps bem&fed with the transition of
necklaces. "I have pity for Xena already mother."

Gabrielle laughed. "That bad huh?"

"No, that sexy." Hope snickered when she shoolhbad. "You look perfect." She
smiled warmly.

The young warrior glanced around for a mirror amahid one. She walked over to it
and studied herself. "So, you like these?"

"On you, yes." The daughter stood beside her ma@thshe stared into the mirror.
"You look older too."

"Great." Gabrielle groaned. "How old?" she askeiéttyu

"Mmm." Hope tilted her head in thought. "Thirty."



"Not bad." The Queen put her hands on her hips.
The younger woman nodded with a grin. "Not badldbafifty-three."

"Sssh."” The warrior-bard grinned towards the mirtiiobody is suppose to know I'm
that old."

"Well you are."” The daughter evilly grinned. "Twgaight plus the twenty-five years
in the ice tomb."

"Don't rub it in," growled the mother. She smiledshe went silent. Now she took in
the entire image of her standing beside Hope.

Hope was silent as well. She memorized the mirgoohher and Gabrielle. She
memorized how they looked exactly alike physicaliyer then tiny differences. She
also noticed the worn look on her mother's faceetBa hard journey," she whispered
so silently.

Gabrielle nodded faintly. She whispered back, "Bsitbeen worth it." A smile
relaxed onto her expression. "Been worth it," speated.

Hope grasped her mother's shoulders. "Was worthingaout those twenty-five
years." She squeezed and released her the worhanlslers. She strolled over to get
her staff and the scroll. "You should really wedr i

"Alright, you convinced me." The warrior spun ardutfHappy?"
The daughter chuckled with a smile. "Yup." She &shagainst her staff. "You?"

"Very." The Queen winked in suggestion and walked the back room to grab her
leathers. She sauntered out of the hut into tleewatstern light. "Let's... go by my hut
so | can get rid of these." She indicated her kxati'And then walk out of the village
for a few minutes."

The younger woman moved her head in agreement.
The pair made their way back to Gabrielle's hut.

Gabrielle went inside briefly then quickly came bacit beside her daughter. "l
almost forgot.” She closed the hut door. "You'syisty with Eve." She turned her
head to Hope. "Is that alright?"

Hope nodded. "Sounds good." She grinned. "I thic&n put up with Eve."

The older woman laughed while strolling along. fibkv that. | just hope Eve can put
up with you." She received a slap to her arm.

"What's that suppose to mean?" Hope mocked gldreeranother. "I'm easy to get
along with."

The small warrior grinned. "l agree." She shruggedas just saying it's hard to get
along with Eve." Her grin went devilish. "It's ihe genes."

The younger woman's eyes widened, as she unders@bgou're bad mom."



A snicker escaped Gabrielle. "Just don't tell Eaese it'll get to Xena."
Hope laughed while nodding a little. "I'll try ntato."

The two women left the village and went into theods. Gabrielle was silent with a
smile, so was Hope. But slowly the warrior-bard’sle dropped and Hope knew
something serious was going to be said.

"Let's sit." Gabrielle held a hand out to a log.

The women straddled the log facing each other. Ktipdeld her staff and scroll in
hand.

The mother looked away then back again. Her haaaedo rest on the log. "l
wanted to talk to you about the Destroyer."

Hope dropped her head.
"Please Hope."
"l can't do it." Hope started to stand up.

Gabrielle's hand shot out to grasp her daughtard.H'Please Hope." She squeezed.
"You need to... we need to." Her voice was low withlea. "I want to help."

The younger woman broke the eye contact. She sitast@the forest past Gabrielle.
"What about it?"

"Everything," whispered the small warrior. "Hopeate... please.”
Hope closed her eyes and slowly sat back down.

The Amazon Queen watched her daughter lower tifieastd scroll down. And this
was the first time she noticed Hope still held dlernecklace. It made a sad smile
ease across. Bending forward she picked up heraaklace from the ground. She
straightened up while facing her daughter agaiouoved him."

"l did." Hope faintly nodded while watching her ret straightened out the necklace.
"But now..."

"Now?" the small warrior prompted. She peered up guestion.

"I do but I also... hate him in a way." The small wanmshrugged to Gabrielle. "He
was my pride... my joy." She rested her hands ondgs: "But | only hate my son
because... it's hard to explain.”

"Try me." Gabrielle bent forward then raised thekiace.

Hope felt the warm hands go around her neck andl titeonecklace on as she spoke.
"Because he wasn't what | wanted completely. Heayaawn in Dahak's games and
not a real child."

The warrior-bard lowered her hands to adjust tleklaee's charm on her daughter's
neck. "And it makes you hate Dahak more huh?"



"Yes."
"I know the feeling." The older woman peered upghwatsmall grin as she sat back.

Gabrielle's daughter chuckled a little. "Guess goui She shook her head. "What
really angers me is if | could have a real chiladhot. Whether Dahak still controls that
of me."

"Knew that feeling."
Hope slowly started to smile as she realized thanmng of the statement.

"And what of Xena and 1?" The mother had a conagtoek. "When we fought you
both and-"

"I'm glad you did it." Hope cut off her mother wighserious expression. "It was the
right thing." She worked a smile out. "I was Dakaken."” She lost the smile as her
eyes dropped. "Look mother." Her eyes lifted tornaror image. "If... well you said
Xena will revert to her dark side." She shook heach "If | do the samething and
there's no stopping me." She ran her right harautir her bangs. "Then kill me."

"Never." Gabrielle reached out to grasp her daughit@nds. "Not now or ever." She
had a desperate look. "lI've got you back, I'm atiirg go."

"But | may return to Dahak again." Hope startedhake her head with emotions
bubbling up causing small tears. "Don't risk pesgiges for me."

Gabrielle locked eyes as she went into convictiter. voice came out hard and slow.
"I will risk whatever to get you back." She squether daughter's hands again. "l am
not losing you again."

Hope stared into her mother's eyes that held stvdmye and protection in them. She
was holding just as tightly to Gabrielle's whitegimands. Her eyes slowly closed as
tears came down.

The mother quickly scouted down the log to pull tigitd into a strong hug.
Hope dug her head into her mother's neck whilengriiarder.

Gabrielle quickly joined. She only swayed their igsdas they cried. "I'm never letting
you go Hope," she whispered.

Hope's arms tightened around her mother. Afterraéweinutes she pulled back with
red eyes. "Gods." She wiped away at her eyes.ii't tlunk I've cried this much."”

The small warrior quietly laughed as her eyes sldwegan to stop stinging. "It's a
good thing." She sniffed a little and smiled warnikiow you feel?"

The younger woman nodded a little. "A little bett&he chuckled. "Thank you
mom."

"Anything for you sweetie." Gabrielle still had Hewing smile. She glanced to her
left to see the sun just streaming through thestr&&e better head back."

"Eve told me we're having a party.” Hope raisee@ybrow.



"Uh huh."” The Queen turned her head back. "Butypard nice word for it."
Hope wrinkled her nose. "A bash?"

"Try two bashes in one." Gabrielle chuckled anadtop.

The daughter laughed while standing up herself.

"Let's go find your hut mate." The Queen moved dkierlog to start walking back
towards the village. "And mine."

Hope quietly laughed and followed along side wigh staff and scroll. She felt the
new weight of the necklace around her neck.

SN

Eve lifted her head as she saw Gabrielle and Hofer eto the hut. "Hey," she said
with a smile.

Gabrielle put her hands to her hips. "Hope can\sitdyyou?"

Eve's eyes widen as she peered over to Hope tlobrtdoéghe mother. "Of course.”
Her smile eased back across her lips. "Would lavéder eyes flickered over to
Hope. "We can trade more stories about our mothers.

Hope snickered quietly and dropped her head agherstaff. "Sounds like a plan.”

The Amazon Queen grumbled. "Great." She turnetaalbor again. "Be at the
party."

"We will." The dark tall woman grinned at Gabriellf€ount on it."
The young warrior chuckled. "Good." She openediibnar.
"Oh by the way." Eve straightened up. "Nice ouHdabrielle."

"Thanks." Gabrielle stepped out the doorway. "I'ortied about what your mother
will think."

"Oh..." Xena's daughter started to shake her hean asil grin came across her lips.
"I'd be more worried about what she'll do to youwfere you."

Hope snickered. "Agreed," she mumbled.

The older woman sighed dramatically. "Kids," shembled and closed the door
behind.

Eve and Hope chuckled together.

"You'd think we were in our teens or something.'pe@hook her head while
straightening up.

Eve nodded in agreement. She walked around thé"3&sll..." She held her left
hand out to the huge bed. "Don't mind sharing?"ée&rd dropped.

Gabrielle's daughter studied the large bed. "Davieha choice?" She peered up to the



darker woman.

The tall woman quietly laughed. "Nope."

"Alright then." Hope tossed her scroll and staftte left side of the bed. "My side."”
"Glad we got that settled." Eve sighed with a gmd walked over to the door.

The smaller woman came up behind with little sgaeteveen bodies. "To the party?"

"To the bash." Xena's daughter chuckled as her baridd around the handle. "Be
prepared.”

Hope leaned her head forward close to Eve's. "had?P"

"Very." The tall woman's eyes drifted shut for a@ad as she took in a large breath.
She shook her head, opened the door, and stepped ou

The short woman followed behind and closed the door

<.._~k~*~~k~
The bash wasn't going quite like a bash, that vatiseable to Gabrielle and Xena.

The Amazon Queen sighed and walked across theog@rk ground. She came up
beside her soulmate. "What is it?" She shook had h&Vhy is it so dead?"

Xena peered down at her partner. "Hope." She Iiedmug to drink.

"I know," whispered the younger woman. Her eyakéred around the village of
Amazons seeming them all quiet and hardly celatga®he hated this. She also
noticed Hope was back away in a corner, sitting, lagr head hung low as if she
knew the lack of partying was her fault. "Damn mumbled the small warrior. She
started to walk towards her daughter.

"Wait." The warrior grasped her lover's hand. Sheéded to the right.

The warrior-bard looked in that direction to see Eeappear out of the shadows with
two mugs. She watched Eve walk right up to Hopegkdown to hand over a mug,
then sit down next to her. Gabrielle smiled warantgl dropped her head against
Xena's shoulder. "Thank the gods for Eve."

"Mmm." Xena nodded in agreement. "Reminds me of..."

"What?" The Amazon Queen peered up in questionti8heht about what her
partner might have said. "Eve just did something would have done for me?"

The warrior said nothing and drank her port. SHehgld Gabrielle's hand, which she
squeezed. She lowered her mug. "Wait till she &mka dance," she mumbled.

"Xena," warned the small warrior.

The tall woman quietly laughed and gazed down atdwer. "You told them to select
their relationship.”

Gabrielle leaned forward a little to study the thaughters. "Well... they look sisterly



right now."

"Oh definitely.” Xena glanced over and pointedrayér towards the young women.
"Sisters always sit that close to each other." réard lowered.

"Hey, Lila and | did alright?" The small woman gred up.

The Warrior Princess chuckled. "Alright... alrigh§he turned her head to her lover
with furrowed eyebrows. "Are they in the same hut?"

"Uh huh."” The small warrior peeked up with a coneerlook. "Bad idea?"

Xena shook her head. "Let them get to know eacérdtBhe winked and strolled off.
Gabrielle's mouth dropped. "Are you suggesting shing?"

The warrior turned around while walking backwari®on't assume anything."

"Well  am."

The older woman chuckled while still walking backds "Well assuming makes an
ass of you and me."

The warrior-bard's mouth dropped all over agaimdfs it." She ran after Xena.

The tall woman evilly laughed and turned to runhwier head buzz. She tried holding
her mug up right to not spill it.

Eve shook her head while peering back to Hope. hei&t," she mumbled.
"Uh huh." Hope chuckled and smiled to the other womThank you."

"For what?" The taller woman furrowed her brow.

"Other then the head buzz." The blond indicatedhg. "For sitting with me."

The dark woman chuckled with a smile. "No probleB8he reached over to squeeze
Hope's knee. She pulled her hand away to hold ligragain. "It's hard to, at first,
once you've turned away from quote evil unquote.”

Hope moved her head in agreement. "Definitely wetbple that had you on their hit
list," she whispered.

Eve nodded a little. "That too." She sighed whileéring her eyes. "Just have to take
one step at a time." She glanced up to Hope. "Gditde easier each day."

The small woman nodded then chuckled a little. "#gou been hanging around my
mother?"

The dark haired woman laughed while raising her mlitile. "Must have been all
those baby stories Gabrielle told me." She dralitkie of her port.

"Must of." Hope took a sip of her wine.

"Hey you two." Gabrielle jumped up to the daught&vou're joining the group.”



Both Hope and Eve corked eyebrows in question.

The Amazon Queen sighed. "All of the Amazons atérgetogether to do a few
games. You two are joining in."

"Trying to quit myself." Eve shook her head.
Gabrielle put her hands on her hips.

The warrior reappeared from the black of nightl ‘dm, then you two are," she said
with seriousness.

Hope and Eve instantly stood up at the hard voice.
"So, where we doing the games?" Hope glanced bativeemother and Xena.
Gabrielle quietly laughed. "Follow me." She turweith her soulmate to stroll off.

Hope and Eve placed their mugs down and followed@l They came into a large
open area in the village where there were all the2ons getting together in a huge
circle.

"Over here." Eponin waved where there was a hugea gpace in the large ring circle.

The small warrior led the way to the open fragmerthe circle of Amazons. "Okay."
She turned to her family. "Stand in front of eatieo and face the way everybody
else is."

Hope nodded and walked up to stand behind an Amazon

Eve came up behind and stood behind Hope.

The Amazon Queen stood behind Xena's daughter.

Then the Warrior Princess stood behind her souliewadein front of Eponin.
"Okay my Queen, this is your call." The weaponsterasalled off.

"Right," whispered the Queen. She glanced aroutigegtuge ring of Amazons.
"Everybody, squish tight as possible."

The ring of Amazons began to shift and so that thedlies all touch front and back.

Gabrielle nodded in approval. "Alright, now themagp the person's hips in front of
you." She demonstrated as she grasped Eve's ldgharfound her lover's hands on
her hips tightly.

Hope smiled a little when she felt strong warm lsagichsp her sides.

"Okay, now this is a good team thing Amazons." Queen evilly grinned. "Let's see
if we can do it while being tipsy."

All the Amazons laughed together but settled bamkrdto listen.

"So, what the object is, is to sit back into thespa's lap behind you." The Amazon
Queen’s lips creased into a grin. "The trick ishaee to do it all at the sametime or it



won't work." She took a deep breath. "Okay, sohencount of three we all sit
simultaneously.” She paused for a second. "One.... iiloree."

Everybody in the ring all begin to sit back inte therson's lap behind them. When
they all thought it would work one person lost tH®lance at the last second and
went tumbling to the ground. It was a domino efisbne Amazon after another
went rolling over.

"Oh no." Hope saw the ring falling apart and fak person in front of her start to take
her down. She let go of the person but still feltdelf toppling down.

Eve tried to stand up as she moved her feet anltighlt to Hope. She stumbled to
the right out of the ring but kept herself and Hope

The small woman laughed and straightened up. Shedwaround with a smile.
"Thanks Eve."

"No problem."” The dark woman winked. She then giahto her right at hearing
familiar laughter. "Look at them."

Turing her head to the right, Hope chuckled atsiigat of the soulmates.

Gabrielle buried her head into her lover's necKeviill laughing. She lay on her side
on the ground and her warrior's arms around hestwa&h gods," she moaned.

"Looks like your Amazons aren't quite coordinatese."

The small warrior chuckled and lifted her headhfhk you're right." She leaned in to
kiss her soulmate warmly.

Hope chuckled and shook her head. She looked awhywgigh. "We almost had that
game."

The tall woman nodded in agreement. "Almost." Enarged and saw the warriors
standing up together. "What's next on the list?"

The Amazon Queen ran her hand through her haiddéss."

<.._~k~*~~k~
Rhesus asked, "What we do again?"

Gabrielle sighed while shaking her head. She loddek to the young Amazon.
"Okay listen up everybody." She looked down tolkérat the end. "It starts from that
direction till we get to the end."” She was sittorgthe ground with her legs stretched
out and boots pressing into Xena's boot. Her hamae propped back behind herself.
"Now see how everybody is sitting the same way?"

The Amazons nodded together. "Like a ladder," dadle Amazon.

"Exactly." The young warrior nodded and gazed adoainher Amazons. "Now the
persons at the beginning on the go will jump up,dawn the ladder made up of our
legs."” She grinned a little. "Now you're not supptstrip over anybody's legs. Once
those two sit down the next two go and run downelgdadder till they get back to
their spots on the ground. Then the next two ghe §hrugged. "It keeps going till we



get to the last two Amazons. And whichever sids gehe first wins."

Now, Xena and Gabrielle sat across from each athewmpetition to each other.
They couldn't help but compete against each oth#ris. However, Hope and Eve sat
beside each other deciding to be on the same team.

"Alright." The Amazon Queen took a deep breath gindpsed down at the beginning
of the ladder. "On your mark." She leaned her hisak. "Get set.” She grinned.
"Go!"

The two Amazons at the start jumped up from theigdoand went stepping through
all the legs of the Amazons towards the end. TleeAmazons were screaming trying
not to step on anybody.

The Amazons on the each side of the ladder chegrélde Amazon for their team.
Hope watched with a huge smile.

The warrior glanced across to her soulmate. "Geatyéove."

The younger narrowed her eyes at her partnerbddlt your butt old woman."
Xena just rolled her eyes.

Gabrielle laughed and glanced back down to sedhkatturn would come soon to
run the ladder. She saw that the person next toveet and she cheered that Amazon
on. "Wahoo!" She laughed while glancing back to XeiRReady partner?"”

"Bring it on." The Warrior Princess laughed as Eluked down to see the person on
her team was making it to the end.

The Queen saw her teammate was at the end anchguiontihe start of the ladder to
make it back to her spot. "Come on Amrosios! Yowggt" She hooted. "You got it
girl, you're almost here." Her eyes flickered tandehen back to Amrbosios coming
closer. Her body tensed in anticipation.

Ambrosios sat down with a huff.
Gabrielle sprung up and started running betweeltetjse

Xena jumped up soon as her person sat down ondeer&he went racing down
between the legs. "You gotta move faster then@addrielle!"

The small warrior screamed as she went faster dls!" She yelled again. "Oh
gods, oh gods, oh gods," she repeated frantically.

Eve laughed and peered down her side to Hopeytitisturn next."

The small woman nodded. "I know, I'm gonna goof."

"Just focus." The weapons master grinned to Hope.

Gabrielle's daughter smiled to Eponin a little. ¢&s, I'll try with this head buzz."

"We're all buzzing." The weapons master laugheshadooked down to see the



Queen coming to the end just after Xena.

Gabrielle went sprint down beside the human ladslee. came to the beginning to
start doing there to make it back to her seat. &&ow down!"

The Warrior Princess laughed evilly as she matteher spot. "Come on pokey!"
The small warrior growled and leaped down to tleugd. "Go Hope!"

"Ah!" Hope bounced up and went running down betwienegs to try and catch up
to Rhesus. "Wait up Rhesus!"

Eve laughed at the small woman's words. "Go HopétICher!"

"Oh Hades!" yelled Hope. She picked up her speatitmble through the legs of
Amazons. She started to catch up to Rhesus. She toatine end and ran around the
ladder to race down along side. She came to tiiec$tdhe ladder and went through
the legs there.

"Come on Hope!" Eve cheered on with a hoot.

The small woman glanced down the ladder as shedé&are. She locked eyes with
Eve and lost focus. "Aaah!" She stumbled forwaehtetumbled again as she tripped.
She went crashing down on the Amazons and on h#ren&he left her face planted
into somebody's lap as her laughter took contrabriglle dropped her head back
laughing. "Oh gods," she whispered between hehl@ngShe looked to the next
person to run after Hope. "Go, go."

The Amazon sprung up and went down the ladder.
Hope moaned as she laid in five Amazon's laps.t"Maas smart.” She lifted her head.
"It was." Eve peered down into green eyes with\ahgein.

The small woman's eyes widen as she realized lael\was resting in Eve's lap. "Hi."
She chuckled. "I better move."

The dark woman laughed as she saw Hope got up an@ait in her spot again. She
sat down comfortable next to Eve.

The tall woman slowly turned her head to her frig®le noticed Hope was turning
red. "Was it really that embarrassing?" she whesgper

Gabrielle's daughter closed her eyes for a momieht. She opened her eyes and
gazed at Eve with a grin. "In a way... hard to explai

"Oh." Eve nodded and wanted to add more but cauloinit was her turn to run the
ladder.

<.._~k~*~~k~
Hope swayed to the right. "Woo0000, where's ourdgatin?"

The short warrior came up beside her daughter. fYiatiis that way." She pointed
with half closed eyes.

The younger woman laughed. "That's right." She kleacand glanced over to her



mother. "Thank you mom."

"Uh huh. Get to bed sweetie." Gabrielle leaned ¢wgrlace a kiss to her child's
cheek.

"If I can make it."

Eve came up behind Hope and placed her hands wrthkk woman's shoulders. "I'll
help her." She started directing Hope towards thetr "Night mothers."

Xena grinned with a wave. "Night dear." She caméeipnd her lover.
"Goodnight Xena." Hope gave a half wave.
The warrior laughed deeply. "Sleep well Hope."

"You too," called back Gabrielle's daughter befse withdrew into the shadows of
the night.

The small warrior sighed deeply. "That was awesb@lee spun around and almost
fell over. She chuckled and grinned up to her loVEnose... games helped huh?"

"Yup." The older woman smiled with love. "It wagi@od idea. The Amazons seem to
loosen up."

"Uh huh." Gabrielle leaned into her partner. "Oldgid'm tired."

"Come on then." The warrior bent a little and restto lift her soulmate up. "Let's
get some sleep." She started walking towards their

The soulmates made it the door of their hut.

Gabrielle reached down to the handle to swing theg dpen. She grinned and
dropped her head back against her lover's shoulder.

Xena was about to move but stopped as a yell eggdladthe village.

"Goodnight Amazons!" rung loudly Eve and Hope'scesithrough the village
followed by loud giggles.

The warriors closed their eyes together just nbewiag it. "Kids," they both
grumbled together then laughed.

The Warrior Princess carried her partner into tiiee &tepping into the dark hut she
kicked back at the door while saying, "By the wsgxy outfit."

Section 2
~*Part 3*~

Eve lifted her head at hearing the knock. "ComeShe saw Gabrielle stroll in.
"Morning, Gabrielle."

"Morning, Eve." Gabrielle closed the door behind ghanced around. "Where's



Hope?"
"She left."
The Amazon Queen's eyes widen. "This early?"

Eve chuckled and stood up from the bed. "Yeahysaé some scroll. She kept
rambling about it and said it wasn't finished. 8e beaded to the scroll hut to find the
rest of it."

"She won't find it," the warrior mumbled under beeath.
Eve caught what Gabrielle said. "What is that?"

The small warrior looked up quickly. "I never fihied the story.” She walked over to
the foot of the bed and sat. "How you been?"

"Pretty good." Eve came around to sit on the fddhe bed. She faced Gabrielle.
"Glad you and mother are well." She grinned in sggn.

Gabrielle chuckled but sighed contently. "Me tdskie smiled and repeated, "Me
too."

Eve reached out and placed her hand on Gabrigigls. "I know you both were
hurting." She corked an eyebrow. "I'm blessed hilidse you from what's
happened.”

The small warrior licked her lips and gathered Ewend in her own hands. "Eve, I'm
sorry about what happened earlier.” She shook éed.H'l should have never
guestioned you."

Xena's daughter shook her head. "You were beingated by the Furies." She
smiled warmly. "Not to many people get to say thede it past the Furies' revenge."

The smaller woman chuckled and grinned. "Just yoom and I."

"Yup," grinned Eve.

Gabrielle squeezed Eve's hand and released. "Hoyoarand Hope getting along?"
The tall woman stood instantly.

The short warrior knew what that meant since thas Wena's daughter. Mother like
daughterEve is falling for Hope.

"We're doing... well." Eve nodded briskly and wall@cer to a bag. She glanced over
to Gabrielle. "She talks a lot."

The Amazon Queen did a double take. "You're kiddiBfe gave a skeptical look.
"Hope may be my daughter but she's not talkatke=rine."

"Oooh... | wouldn't say that," whispered Xena's ddeglthe started milling around
in the bag.

That's when Gabrielle concludddippe has a crush on Ev@he chuckled inwardly
for two seconds then suddenly stiffen Epe and Hope.... Hope and EGabrielle



was starting to do the mathematics but it wasnostdding up for her right no@h
Hades, where's Xena? Teenager crisis on hand... mp#taff... oh boy... we're in
for it now.

Eve glimpsed over at Gabrielle and saw her puzekguession. "What's that look
about?"

Gabrielle snapped to and smiled at Eve. "Just thgn&bout something." She stood
up. "I need to find your mother."”

"Are you two going to be at breakfast soon?" Thietaman strolled over with her
hands on her hips.

"We will... soon." The young warrior walked over teetdoor. "Bring Hope too."
Eve chuckled. "Not a problem. See you then, Gdbriel

The small woman winked. "Bye, Eve." She openeditter and headed out. As soon
as she closed the door she whispered, "Where arexgma? We've got a crisis." She
power walked off after her soulmate.

~F kK

"Xena?" Gabrielle slammed the door shut and leagaghst the door. "We have a
problem."”

The warrior sat in a chair sharpening her swortinlg herself wake up. "What's
going on?"

"Hope and Eve... they're in-love."
Dead silence.

Hope and Eve... Eve and Hop@na kept repeating the combination of the couple.
Then her mind focused on another aspdgtdaughter with Dahak's childHer eyes
shut in reaction and her right hand placed a dgaphon the sharpening stone. The
last thoughtThe woman who killed my son with my Exwade Xena dropped her
sword to the floor with a loud clang. "What?" Shieispered in controlled anger.

The Amazon Queen stared at her soulmate's swatitedifoor and realized what
Xena was thinking. "Xena-"

"No." The Warrior Princess held up her free handsfence. She was breathing
heavily as her anger was raising. "I know | waslkid last night but..." she trailed
off with a shake of her head. Her eyes opened hadtred at the floor. Reclining
back, she lowered her head back. She tried to@dmr breathing.

"Xena | know what you're thinking... but Hope isiietsame,” Gabrielle persisted
with confidence.

Xena looked up instantly with darkness specklingeneyes. "And that's suppose to
justify the fact she killed Solan?" Her eyes namedvand she pointed at Gabrielle.
"She is not to touch Eve."

The anger flared in Gabrielle as her green eyes damk. She stalked over to Xena
with her eyes as slits. "Don't... you... dare," shendged slowly. Now she was



pointing a finger at Xena. "Don't damn Hope anynio&he shook her head. "She's
paid her price and still is."

The warrior ran her tongue along her molars.

The Amazon Queen took another step to get into Xdaee. "Eve could be
considered guilty as Hope. She's had a dark pastlheXena. They both have earned
a second chance and we both need to give thersebahd chance... starting now."
She straightened up and stomped off to the oppsisieeof the hut. Her right hand
came up to pull her bangs back. She closed herteyagt the tears of anger and
pain.

The warrior dropped her head and stared at the stoner hand. She leaned forward
and placed the stone down. Standing up, she walgdxthind her partner.

Gabrielle felt large warm hands clasp her shouldatksit made her close her eyes.

"You're right,” whispered the older woman. She ggee her lover's shoulders. "I'm
still... angry."

"I know." The warrior-bard turned around and to@k partner's hands. "They've both
had it hard and could really use support and loxand. forgiveness."

Xena nodded slowly and sighed. "I'm trying..." HeegYyowered to the floor.

"That's what counts right now." The warrior-bamkéd her lips and stared across the
room, thinking. "Xena... even if we tried to stopheit of them... we couldn't." She
focused her eyes on her warrior.

The tall woman corked an eyebrow. "How you figurat®"

"Love." Gabrielle smiled sadly and squeezed heelfsvhands. "If... if they decide on
that sort of relationship... we need to support it."

"It won't be easy."

"Nobody is saying it will be... at first." The smaliarrior had a desperate look. "But
crazier things have happened." She sighed dedbpé€... is not the same."

The Warrior Princess nodded slowly. "No she isstg agreed. Her eyes locked with
Gabrielle's. "I look at Hope now and see anothes@e" She shook her head. "I hear
the name and | still think of Dahak's daughter.”

The small warrior nodded and lowered her eyesntvk" she whispered.

Xena tipped her partner's head back up and shegmarmly. "I'm trying... for
you."

Gabrielle received a loving kiss from her soulm&#en Xena pulled back, she
smiled. "Thank you." She nodded with emotions #igkg through her bright green
eyes. "That means a lot." She shook her headn'l lcsse her again, Xena."

"You won't," uttered the older woman. "You won'séoHope and | won't lose Eve.
Not now."



"Nor ever," added the Amazon Queen. She moved lugpher soulmate.

The Warrior Princess held tightly to her lover.

ke
"Hey."

Hope turned around from the scroll shelf. She sindarmly. "Hey, Eve."

"Find the rest of that scroll?" Eve leaned againstdoorframe of the scroll hut.

"Nnnno." Gabrielle's daughter sighed and stargdeascroll shelf. "I'd really like to
read the rest of that story. It's really good dr&writing was something else."” She
chuckled while shaking her head. "The imagery weagegt and the plot was
amazing." She clenched up her right hand and s#ssed her lips together. "And
Hades if | can find it. Just a perfect..." She trdiédf and looked up to Eve since she
realized she was rambling. "Sorry," she whispered.

The tall woman corked an eyebrow and folded helsagainst her chest. "I'm getting
use to it."

Hope turned red on the spot. "l know... | talk to mmtic
"No you don't." Eve smirked. "Only around me you"do
Gabrielle's daughter looked up instantly. "Really?"
"Really," answered Xena's daughter. "Especiallyaght."

"l was drunk... first time." Hope laughed quietly. WAt you expect?" She put her
hands on her hips. "Well, I don't think I'm gonnalfthe rest of this scroll.”

"You're probably right.”

The small woman glanced over to Eve. "Thanks fereghcouragement,” rumbled her
voice.

Eve laughed and gave a grin. "You got that scrolfyour mother... why don't you
try asking her for the rest of it."

"You make it sound like she wrote it,” mumbled HoBke reached to her left to pick
up her staff. She strolled over to stand in frdriEwe.

"Well..." Eve shot a smug look. "She was a bard." §hen around on her heels and
strolled out of the hut.

Hope tilted her head in thought. "l didn't knowtthahe whispered to herself. "Huh."
She grinned and power walked to catch up with Ex#here we headed too?"

The tall woman smiled at her friend beside her.dudght we'd do breakfast.”
"Mmm... good plan." Hope nodded then peered up. "Wi#h.. old folks?"

Eve snickered. "Yeah." She raised an eyebrow. "Netter not say that around them."



"I'd probably get lectured," grumbled Hope.

"You're probably right." Eve laughed with her frekn

"l know though... its odd."

"What's that?" The dark woman looked down at Hope.

Gabrielle's daughter corked an eyebrow. "The faat we're only a few years younger
than our mothers."

Eve nodded to that in agreement. "Physically-"
"But mentally, no," finished Hope.

"You wanna know what's odder?" whispered Eve asvérgrin spread across her
lips.

The small woman peeked up at her friend. "What?"

"That Gabrielle looks like you."

Hope started to laugh extremely hard and stoppékinvga

Eve stopped and faced the other woman. "Was thHy fenny?"

Gabrielle's daughter nodded and settled down vatHdughing. "Only because that's
the first time I've heard somebody say mom lodks he." She grinned. "It's always
me looking like mom."

The dark woman crinkled her nose up. "l get thatvwtth mother." She chuckled.
"Thought it'd be nice the other way around.”

"Definitely." Hope walked once more beside herrfde
Gabrielle gave a smirk when she saw the two youmwgenen walking towards she.

Xena came up behind her partner. Her eyes fixedape. She studied the way Hope
smiled so warmly, her green eyes lit up with ldad her expression happy. Slowly, a
smile eased along Xena's lips. She lifted her hem@s=abrielle's shoulders. "They'd
make a cute pair."

"Cute?" whispered the small woman. "l was thinkingre... dangerous." Gabrielle
leaned back into her lover.

"Same difference."

The Amazon Queen laughed quietly and continuedatacthe daughters stroll up
together. "Xena?"

"Yeah?"
"l see the younger us," ushered the small woman.

Xena stared down at her partner with a confusekl IBbe raised her eyes to the
daughters and watched. She smiled gradually akrsdve what her partner meant by



those words. "Me too."

The soulmates watched Hope grasp Eve's closesrathaagh at something Eve said.
They continued to study the way the two young wota#nand glanced to each other.

Eve and Hope... Xena and Gabrielle?

Hope smiled at her mother when they came up. "$ssojour Amazons good at
making breakfast?"

"You're about to find out for yourself." Gabrietjgnned and focused her attention on
Eve. "Glad you found her."

"She was milling around in the scroll hut... agaiave coughed when a Hope's small
hand hit her stomach. "She was nicely searchirautir the scrolls in the hut."

Hope smirked up at Eve.

Eve smirked down at Hope.

Gabrielle's daughter sighed and rolled her eyesyiay."

The tall woman chuckled and gazed at her motheortivhg, mother."
Xena smiled and brought her right hand to Eve'«.b&leep well?"

Hope made her way into the food hut with Gabriélell me in about being a bard,"
she asked her mother.

Eve nodded to the Warrior Princess. "Yeah, ona# tlie chance to go to sleep,” she
said a little loudly before entering the food hut.

Hope glimpsed back at her friend. "Just rub it Blie brought her attention back to
her mother.

The warrior chuckled and looked at Eve. "l takehi¢ kept you up.”
"She rambled,"” whispered Eve.
"Mmm." The mother's head bobbed up and down. "Isyanpathize completely.”

"...the academy..." Gabrielle stopped in the middlaef conversation with Hope
and glared back to her soulmate. "l heard that.”

"Just telling it how it is," retorted the warrior.

The warrior-bard rolled her eyes and focused backey daughter. "Anyway, it's a
talent.” She lifted her eyes when she saw the fabl® ahead. "Why you ask?"

Hope grinned at her mother. "Wellll... 1 was wondegrimhere the rest of that scroll
you gave me might be."

"You won't find it."

"Oooh." Gabrielle's daughter stopped walking whes came to the table of food.
"You never finished the story?" She corked an ey@hbn suggestion.



Gabrielle grinned at her daughter's suspicions, TNctually...” She fell into her tale
of several years ago.

Soon the family was sitting together at a tablking about anything and everything.

Hope jumped back and parried the sai. "Not bad."

Gabrielle laughed and stepped back so she collisht@alher fighting stance again.
"You're getting better."

"Thinks so?" asked the younger woman with a baarfcern.

"Yes." The warrior-bard smiled warmly. "Keep at Bhe went serious as she flipped
the blades out. "Just concentrate more on youndefé She pointed a sia at Hope.
"No defense... no life. | can guarantee it."

Hope nodded and spun her staff. "Alright... let'sgkgeing."
The Amazon Queen smirked and disappeared in abbattack.

Eve folded her arms against her chest and keptwat¢iope and Gabrielle spar.
"She's not bad."”

Xena nodded. "Gabrielle or... Hope?"

The daughter chuckled and smiled at Xena. "Bothé Sudied Hope again. "Mmm,
she needs to watch her footing though." She thithead and pointed at Hope's feet.
"She'll get them taken out." She folded her armraga

The warrior nodded. "Gabrielle will show her..." Skatched and grinned. "Right...
about... now." She chuckled when she saw Hope golmmtback after getting her
feet swiped.

Eve chuckled too and smiled with ease. "Mother...ri&tb did follow the way of
love... right?" She glanced at her mother.

"Yes." Xena nodded and watched her partner achessgarring field. "For about a
year."

"Why'd she leave the way of love?"

The Warrior Princess sighed and put her weightesridft foot. "It wasn't for her."
She looked at Eve. "She still believes in a nunabenorals from the way of love...
but she's a warrior."

The younger woman nodded slowly. "That's sometthagibothers me. Not the fact
she left the way of love but more the fact thatas Gabrielle that left the way of
love."

Xena gave a confused look.

Eve sighed and began to explain. "Basically, howIcgtay on the way of love if
somebody such as Gabrielle couldn't." She pauséyglpéast is a lot dark than
Gabrielle's... there's just no way."



"It wasn't Gabrielle's path."”

The daughter shook her head. "I'm a fighter... novar." She studied Hope and
Gabrielle sparring. "Nor am | preacher for God.eShook her head. "l can't preach."

"No, you're not the preacher." Xena raised an @eb'tEli was... you're the
messenger."

The young woman dropped her eyes. "It doesn't makse... God's will." She
thought for a moment. "I'd server better to theaggegood and not the way of love."

The warrior was silent in responding at first. "Evgou have to figure that out for
yourself." She smiled sadly. "It's your fate... ydwose your path."” She grasped her
daughter's arm. "Your message may have been tampuie power to kill the

Gods." She paused. "Maybe more will come later. ¥on't know." She squeezed a
little. "Just do what feels natural and right." Saknquished her hold.

Eve stared into her mother's eyes for a momeniooied away. "l ache sometimes to
pick up a sword again." She closed her eyes. "Somstl can just feel the weight in
my hand." Her eyes opened once more. "But I'll lmmkny hand and realize it is not
there." She shook her head. "And I'll even acheenmhave the sword in my hand...
almost drives me crazy at points."

Xena could understand that simply. "And does... foitg the way of love feel right
to you?"

"No." The young woman stared at the ground. "Gowssenger yes but the way of
love... no."

The Warrior Princess in a flash reached behindh&heathe her sword. She spun her
sword and held it vertical towards Eve. "Take it."

Eve swallowed as she started to reach for the ssvbiltl She wasn't prepared for this
truth. Her right hand took the sword.

Xena grabbed her daughter's left hand and placadthe hilt too. She cupped her
hands around Eve's. "Does that feel... right?"

The young woman closed her eyes tightly and letebkof the sword flow from her
hands through her body. "Yesss."

The Warrior Princess watched her daughter's liplsitio a grin, which she fully
recognizedMother like daughterconcluded the warrior mentally. "You may have
your answer."

The young woman gave back the sword. "Maybe." 8hreetl her head away. "I think
I'm going to go help with patrol duty."

The warrior reached out with her free hand andpgd$er daughter's shoulder. "l
know it's not easy. Do it for yourself, Eve." Simeiled with sadness.

"Yeah," said Eve with a quiet voice. "Thanks, moth8he gave a reassuring smile.

Xena nodded briskly and let go.



Eve took a deep breath and walked off.

The warrior, with her eyes, followed her daughtetillshe was out of sight. She
sighed heavily and focused back on Hope and Gériel

Hope flopped down on the bed and let her body otiol
Gabrielle closed the door behind and walked ineovlashroom.
"Where'd Xena go?"

The warrior-bard came out of the bathroom afterhivasher face. "Probably to give
Argo a ride."

The young woman nodded and crossed her legs atities. "Can | ask you
something?"

The Amazon Queen crossed the distance over toaughter. "Sure sweetie." She
knelt down and rested her hands on Hope's knees.

Hope ran her fingers through her damp bangs. "Howw'd you know you were
in-love with Xena?"

"One big thing." Gabrielle grinned. "A dying needlite with her if not be her."
Gabrielle's daughter furrowed her eyebrows. "Whertchappen to you?"

"When | first saw her." The small warrior went s&1$. "But | didn't realize it till
later... | thought it was just a crush or idolizatiatrfirst.” She chuckled.

Hope grinned for all of two seconds then glimpsedya "You never questioned
yourself if you were just... confused?"

"l questioned myself about that." The Amazon Qua®gged. "Thought myself
crazy for having strong needs for another womahe' §hook her head and smiled.
"But whenever the person you're in-love toucheswith even a smile and leaves you
tingling... you know its right," whispered Gabrielle.

The daughter just nodded and stared at Gabribbeids.
The warrior studied her child's eyes. "What's...reptit you?"

Hope shook her head and combed her bangs agast.ti\iag to figure out all these
new emotions." She grinned a little.

Gabrielle chuckled and smiled warmly. "Give it tithe
"Yeah | know," whispered the warrior's daughteém'only use to anger and hatred."”

"l wouldn't say that sweetie." The warrior-bardl $tad her smile. "I've seen you
laughing and smiling so much lately."

"Yea." Hope smiled warmly and chuckled. "Feels gbod



"Good." The mother sighed sadly. "l need you tehsto me for a sec huh?"
The young woman nodded and went serious.

The Amazon Queen took a deep breath before speadliaga... is trying to work on
her anger." She paused. "She's giving you a chaBbe.squeezed Hope's knees. "Just
be aware of that when you're around her, okay?dt®asy for her."

"I'm even surprised she's giving me a chance... 8ibdan,” whispered Hope.

"She is... she knows... has seen you change." Shedsitfiee would give you a
second chance like other people have showed her sifeedrop her warlord times."
She corked an eyebrow. "Just give her time ancaberg.”

"l will." Hope nodded faintly. "Well... darkness isie thing Xena and | have in
common."

"That and you both can control it." The short warstarted to stand and leaned in to
kiss her daughter's forehead.

"Also we both have you," added Hope with a grin.

Gabrielle chuckled as she rose up. "And | havebath, thank god."

The younger woman stood up from the bed. "Thank yoam."

"You're welcome, sweetie."

Hope took a step with a hint of hesitation but ghked Gabrielle in for a strong hug.

When the warrior-bard released her daughter shesm#smg with love. She stared at
her younger mirror image but she didn't see heligelin a mirror. No, she just saw
Hope and not her younger self... it was her daugfitegre was no past, no darkness,
no Dahak, and no anger. There was only her Hopénantbve for Hope.

Hope broke the trance with her voice. "I think igmi go find Eve."
The Amazon Queen nodded and folded her arms.rik tshe went on patrol duty."
Gabrielle's daughter raised an eyebrow. "She'sraazan?"

"Yes... she's the princess technically.” Gabrielighed. "I gave her right to my caste
when she was a baby. As soon as | die or retiegl] flecome queen.”

Hope nodded and grinned. "Being an Amazon soundgerdsting."”

"That's one way to put it." Gabrielle grinned analked over to the door. "I need to
find Eponin.”

The daughter came up behind and grabbed her $taffeowall near the door. "Catch
up with you later?"

"Yeah." The Amazon Queen went outside and closedltior once Hope came out.
"I'll be around."



Hope nodded and leaned against her staff. "How rtargier are we staying here?"

"I don't know, yet." Gabrielle placed her handshen hips. "l need to talk to Xena.
See what she thinks." She shrugged. "You may veesiialy here." She sighed. "But |
think we're going to Amphipolis to see if Cyrenesigl alive."

"Cyrene?"
The warrior-bard nodded. "Xena's mother."

Hope nodded and looked down at the ground brieffpie giving Gabrielle a
guestioning look. "What about... your family?"

Your family?Gabrielle made a mental note to talk to Hope abmattlater.
"Amphipolis is on the way to Poteidaia so we'llgsto there. Hopefully Lila will at
least be alive after twenty-five years."

The young woman smirked. "Lila will be able to sée's the older sister now."
The Queen groaned and rolled her eyes. "Thanke 'ti8hed to head off.

Hope chuckled and went the opposite direct towHrdgates. She went outside the
gates into the surrounding woods. Her gait waserdtmst. Once in the woods pretty
far she spotted Xena coming from her right. Shpstd and waited.

Xena stopped walking for a second when she saw Hlpetook a deep breath and
strolled over to Hope. "Where you headed too?'deep voice rumbled.

The small woman peered up with almost scared &YJedind Eve."
"Me too." The Warrior Princess turned and continaedhe trail Hope was following.

Hope closed her eyes so she could relax hersaedfb&athed heavily and power
walked to catch up. She came to walk beside theavar

The warrior didn't glance at the other woman, sisé kept walking with her stoic
expression.

Gabrielle's daughter peered up at Xena and stindiegrofile momentarily and
looked ahead. "Xena-"

The Warrior Princess held her hand up and stoppééri tracks. She half faced Hope
with her steel eyes on Hope. "Do not sagnythingright now," she whispered with a
hard voice. "I'm still trying to get use to younty personal space.”

Hope nodded as she examined crystal blue eyes.

Xena lowered her hand. "Honestly, this will notdaesy since the past is still knocking
at my door." She sighed. "But | do see a new id®ti... let me get accustom to
that."

"Thank you," whispered Gabrielle's daughter.

The tall woman nodded. "You've earned it." She iomed following the trail.



The smaller woman proceeded along side.

Eve pushed back the tree's branch as she stoopieel iree and she glanced ahead.
There she saw Hope and Xena coming down the treogether. A smile eased across
her lips because she knew her mother was tryingaoncile with Hope. She let go of
the branch and jumped then back flipped and landetthe forest floor. "Mother."”

The warrior grinned and raised an eyebrow. "Dikinéw."

The daughter tilted her head. "I've picked up atiewgs." She chuckled and smiled
to Hope.

Hope smiled back warmly.
"Ssso..." Eve shifted in her stance. "What brings lyoth out here?"
"Visit," replied Hope.

Xena crossed her arms over her chest. "When yoe d@ahance, we need to discuss
travel plans.”

The daughter raised an eyebrow. "Any thoughts?"
"Gabrielle and | would like to go to Amphipolis.”
"Grandmother?" Eve grinned.

The warrior chuckled and shifted in her stance s'Y&he went serious. "I'm hoping
mother is still alive.”

Eve moved her head in agreement. "Me too," shepehesl. "What about Gabrielle's
family?"

"Mom said she wanted to go," cut in Hope.

The Warrior Princess glimpsed at Hope then to EReteidaia after Amphipolis.”
She sighed. "Of course you're both welcomed to cdihat's up to you both. Think
about it."

Xena's daughter nodded. "We will." She arched abmw. "And thanks for thinking
of us."

"Not a problem." The warrior smirked and turnedetave. "See you both for dinner."
"Bye, mother."

Xena flashed a smile back. "Bye Evie." Turning head forward, she headed back to
the village to find her soulmate.

Eve sighed when she saw her mother gone.
"We?"
The tall woman put her hands on her hips with sstjoeing look.

Hope strolled up with a smirk. "You said that... eclively."



Xena's daughter chuckled and dropped her armsurgdgt'd be faster than saying
Hope and I."

"Oooh... | see." Hope grinned. "So, how much longeryu on patrol duty?"

"Not much... can leave when | want." The dark womaved then leaned against a
tree. "How've you been?"

"About the same since | last saw you." Hope leagainst her staff. "You?"
"Nothing much changing here."

The small woman went serious. "Why don't | belithe?"

"I don't know."

Gabrielle's daughter narrowed her eyes with con¢&wmething is bugging you."

"Nothing is." Eve shrugged and lifted herself frtme tree. Her expression went stoic
without warning and she walked away to stand wehback to Hope.

"Wrong button," whispered Hope. She sighed sadllylsecame extra worried. She
came up beside Eve slowly and quietly. "I'm sor8he peered up at her friend's
profile. "If there is something wrong... | can trydahelp... if you want." She reached
to squeeze Eve's arm for a second.

"Thank you," replied Eve sincerely. She smiled tlgiat Hope. "Just a lot of...
conflicting emotions."

Hope huffed. "You and | both," she uttered.
Xena's daughter grinned but went serious again.

"Truly..." The small woman sighed as she looked atfiiend. "I'm worried,” she
whispered.

The dark woman breathed heavily and stared abotfestt "I'm having problems
deciding on if this is really my way."

Hope furrowed her eyes brows. "Your way?"

"Yes." Eve glimpsed down. "The way of love." Shilém her arms. "l didn't tell
you... but I was cleansed by God." She looked awagd"I'm God's messenger."”

"Did... you have anything to do with the death of foels?"

The tall woman nodded gradually. "As long as | dweahen mother can kill a god."
Hope looked up instantly. "That's amazing."

Eve grinned. "That's the power of God."

The small woman chuckled however went serious. "Sou.don't think the way of
love is for you?"

"No." Xena's daughter shook her head. "But its &adly and | am his messenger...



confusing."

Hope was silent in her thought. She looked up te. EYou know... | had that
problem with Dahak."” She breathed with shakindssas doubting my position as
his chosen." She tilted her head. "The way | find#cided | was suppose to be with
Gabrielle was when | realized it didn't feel rightbe with Dahak." She shrugged.
"You just have to ask yourself if it feels rightalybe you're only suppose to be his
messenger and not a follower." She peeked up to"Ewere is a difference between
following the way of love and delivering the waylofe."

Eve nodded as she processed her friend's ideat'sTtaat I'm thinking too."

"You'll know when its right." Hope smiled confidént”l know." She leaned her head
against her staff. "What... do you think is your way?

"The warrior," whispered Eve.
"Huh... certainly runs in the family." The small womgrinned.
The dark female chuckled deeply. "Very true."

Slowly, Hope began to grin. "l have an idea... thahnjust help."
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Eve ducked as the staff breezed over her headstilha little rusty... be careful.”
Hope smirked and twirled her staff. "And you usé&éoa commander of an army?"

The tall woman narrowed her eyes and spun the Amsaord. "Yesss," she hissed
and attacked Hope in a blur of motion.

"Oh Hell," yelled Hope as she tried to parry a nemiif Eve's attacks. "l was just
kidding."

Eve laughed deeply and brought the sword down doge.

Gabrielle's daughter raised her staff above hed beatop the strike. "I don't think I'm
liking my idea anymore," she growled as she treekleep the sword from hitting her.

Eve continued to put all her strength into pushitogpe down. "Not bad," she grinned.

Hope tried not to laugh but she felt her kneeglstgrto buckle. "I... need to... work
out." She gritted her teeth.

Xena's daughter put all her weight in strength pressing Hope down. "You can't
take much more," she teased with a deep voice.

Hope closed her eyes as her knees started to Ineled the pressur@here's gotta be
another wayshe thought. She opened her eyes and looked &tdret's bare
stomach, which made her grin with an idea. Sheesligk a breath, gave a surge of
energy, and sprung up while giving a kick to Estnach.

The tall woman went stumbling back and coughing &haightened up with a grin.

"Serves you right," joked the small woman.



Eve's grin went into a warm smile with love hidden.

Hope blinked as she felt a tingling begin in hensich and shoot through her body.
But whenever the person you're in-love touchesnjittueven a smile and leaves you
tingling... you know its rightder mother's words echoed in her mind as a new
emotion came clear to her.

"You know, a drawing will last longer than stariagme," remarked Eve.

Gabrielle's daughter chuckled and raised an eyebiell, | had nothing better to
stare at."

"Oooh, is that the reason why?" Eve spun her swodidtook a menacing step. "You
better start concentrating.”

"Trying taking your own advice, Eve," teased theaBmwoman.
The dark woman laughed and attacked Hope.

Hope was losing ground as she backed up on thargpéeld. "Cut me some slack,
Eve."

Eve laughed deeply and continued her thrusts, stéalosswipes. Then she
remembered one thing Hope continually forgot torqua her feet. She dropped down
and did a roundhouse kick and managed to swipe 'Bléget out from under her.

Hope crashed onto her back with her staff rolling @ her hand. She ground and
coughed. "Why does that..." She coughed again. "AdW&ppen to me." She closed
her eyes.

"Because you never guard your feet." Eve smirkedndat her sparring partner.

The small woman opened her eyes and glared. "Navwtglbme." She grinned evilly
without warning. "Let's see if you do." She gav@ape of her feet at Eve's.

"Hell'" Xena's daughter hadn't paid attention araswow falling forward. She
dropped her sword in the falling process so thatcsiuld hold herself up from
crashing on Hope.

Hope closed her eyes waiting for the impact oflitinger body but found it never
happened. She half opened her eyes to see Evarggratkher. She sighed in relief. "I
couldn't help it."

"Right," Eve responded sarcastically. She peemadgéit down into warm green eyes.
She held herself up with both hands with her body jouching Hope's.

The pair went very silent as they stared into edbbr's eyes.
That was at the point Eve knew another truth adbdy warmed.

"Um..." Hope desperately came up with a topic. "Sgaothink this... feels right?"
she whispered but realized how she made it solimgedn the fighting that is," she
corrected hastily.

"Yes," uttered Xena's daughter. She noticed howrierd's chest was rising and



falling quickly and not due to the recent sparring.

"Wellll... good." Hope smiled warmly and felt the ft&cness to want to move from
this invading position.

Eve didn't respond. She just kept her eyes lock#dope. Without thinking about
it, she lowered her body a little onto Hope's. 8bld feel her stomach touch the
other woman's smooth hot stomach, which only sahibakwave through her body.

Hope was far past being in control for she coulstap the tremors of need quivering
through her body. Her heart was pounding into aes.e

Eve smiled and lowered her head gradually.

The smaller woman closed her eyes and prepargtddamotions that she knew
would surge through her on contact.

Eve's closed her eyes as she brought her hedtkdoier to leave their lips scarce
inches from each other. She felt her stomach ikt anticipation and she believed
she'd have a heart attack any moment. Carefuldycaressed Hope's warm lips with
her own. Her left hand shifted to hold Hope's sideshe tried to gain courage.

"Hope... Eve!"
"Oh no," both women said together.
In a flash, Xena's daughter was off of Hope anlihigobnto her butt.

Hope turned bright red and sat up then proppedelerup. She looked across and
saw her mother coming. Her expression dropped@awvkg what her mother might
have seen. She took deep breaths to relax herself.

Eve sat tense and tried to put on her stoic exipredSreat... | was just on top of
your daughter, GabrielleShe groaned inwardly at the thought and felt amgtly
herself.

Gabrielle came up to the pair and saw them bothtbirgg a little hardl just
definitely interrupted a... moment. Real good tim{&agbrielle."Are you sparring?"
Her eyes focused on Eve.

Xena's daughter nodded. "Yeah," she whisperedatogp.

The Amazon Queen squatted down and smiled to Bdend told me." She reached
out and patted Eve's knee. "Jus' do what's right.”

Eve chuckled faintly. "So I've been told." She ged over to Hope.

The small woman sighed. "Hey, | was just tryindgnédp. I'll remember not to next
time."

The tall woman smiled. "Alright, | won't joke abaut
"Good," replied Hope with a grin.

Gabrielle watched with amusement yet went seritdiave either of you decided



what your plans are?" She glanced between thagaee them shake their heads.
"When are you and Xena planning to leave, mom?"

"We're kinda waiting on you two." The watrrior glisgd to her daughter. "We'd like
to leave soon."

Eve dropped her elbows onto her knees. "How abmanawer tomorrow morning or
so?"

The warrior-bard nodded. "That'd be perfect. Wedh on leaving tomorrow
afternoon if the weather is good... with or withoouytwo." She grinned.

"| feel the love," teased Hope.

Gabrielle laughed quietly. She sighed and stoodipner is early this evening."
She glanced over to the west and saw the sun giisenhorizon. "Just about ready to
start." The peered down at the younger women. T\&&d you there."

"Alright." Eve nodded.

"See ya, mom." Hope smiled up.

Gabrielle winked and strolled off. "And make suoaiyeturn the sword, Eve."
"Yes, Queen Gabrielle."

The Queen glimpsed back and shot a grin.

Eve chuckled and turned her head to her sparrirtggra“"Ready for dinner?"
"Oh yeah... that sparring worked up an appetite.”

The taller woman groaned and stood up. "Doesrirsar me." She turned towards
Hope and held a hand out.

Gabrielle's daughter took the offered hand andhvaasded to her feet. "Thanks."
Eve nodded, moved, and got her sword.

Hope sighed inwardly at noticing her friend's emoliess attitude from earlier. Now
she was officially worried. She collected her saaftl turned to Eve.

The dark woman spun her sword. "Let's go."
The small woman nodded and followed along sideautla word.

The pair headed first to the weapons hut. Hopeedait the door while Eve went to
put the sword away.

When Eve returned, Hope went very serious. "Eve he' Sopped short when hollow
blue eyes lowered to her.

The tall woman folded her arms. "There's nothingayp," she said coolly.

Hope narrowed her eyes at seeing so many wallsijasdrialize in her friend's eyes.
She had to wonder if she triggered them or if Exgself, triggered them.



"Alright..." Her head bobbed up and down as her vereat cold, quiet, and filled
with pain. "l understand... there's nothing to s&h¢ shrugged her shoulders and
looked away. "Then | know where | stand... little ionance." She turned away and
walked off.

Eve closed her eyes as the anger at herself grewntwve notches.
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"Oooh, | definitely interrupted something, Xen."

The warrior came out of the washroom after washegface. "Mmm." She strolled
over to her partner on the bed. "You're sure?"@h#ed onto the bed and peered
down at her lover laying in the center of the bed.

"Oh yeah." Gabrielle opened her eyes and her esipreshifted into worry. "You
know, they're going to get worried about our reacti She shook her head. "May
even slow them down."

"Slow them... but won't stop them." Xena laid on &igle but still peered down at her
soulmate.

"I don't know, Xena." The small woman rolled ontr feft side to face the warrior.
"Eve... she's not going to want you to get angry. Xoow that."

The warrior dropped her eyes. "Yeah," she whispered

The warrior-bard reached forward and took her lsveand. "Xena... they are us."
Blue eyes lifted to Gabrielle. "Eve is very mudkteliyou and Hope is very much like
me." She rubbed her thumb over Xena's hand. "Ttet'best way of looking at it."

The older woman nodded slowly and took a deep brédeah." She smiled warmly.
"Trying to stop them would be like trying to stog.'u

"Uh huh." Gabrielle grinned. "It's all about low¥e've gotta support this."
"Sssso0, you're saying..." The warrior grinned. "Twatshould bring them together?"

The Amazon Queen chuckled and smiled. "No, theg tado that themselves. We
just need to give them a good shove towards edndr.bt

The Warrior Princess grinned evilly. "That'll bengile,” she teased.
"Yeah | know." Gabrielle rolled her eyes. "Theystabborn like us."
"I think we can get around that." Xena raised agbegw in proposition.

The small warrior now was grinning. "Definitely.h& leaned in and kissed her lover.
"Thank you," she whispered.

The warrior nodded and kissed her partner's foné&4nen she pulled back she
smiled and said, "We both want them happy, thar®toer's job."

"Among other things." The Amazon Queen smiled. 'Wéder go... do some match
making."



Xena chuckled and rolled out of the bed.
Gabrielle followed suit and met her partner atdber.

The pair left the hut and went directly to the fdad. And there they met up with
Hope and within a few moments a stoic Eve camdlisigan. Xena had sighed at
seeing her daughter like that, she knew this wasirtg to be simple.
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Xena turned to her daughter. "Feel like a walk?"
"This late?" questioned the younger woman.
"Getting to old?" teased the warrior.

Eve chuckled faintly. "Let's go." She turned tovgatide exit of the food hut and
headed that way.

The Warrior Princess followed behind.
Hope sat at one of the tables in the food hut.gyerfollowed Eve out the door.

Gabrielle caught this and she lowered her eyesaadable. She could just feel the
pain from here. She reached across the table gsieesed her daughter's hand. "Hey."

Hope turned her head. "Sorry." She smiled halftiigar
The Amazon Queen removed her hand and smiled watkhbyv are you doing?"

The daughter shrugged and stared at her emptyqgfl&ed. "Alright,” she
whispered.

"Mmm, don't lie."

Hope peered up. She sighed and stared back atihty plate. "Can we go
somewhere... to talk?"

"Yeah." Gabrielle was more than happy for this opgn'Let's go to my hut huh?"

The younger woman nodded. "Sounds good." She stpadth her plate and grabbed
her staff.

They disposed of their dishes and headed silemtige hut.
"So what's up?" asked Gabrielle after she closedhti door.

"I'm... not sure." Hope said as she propped her gfatigainst a wall. "Just some
really con-"

"Confusing, mother." Eve shook her head and kefitimg "Nothing is ever easy
huh?" She peered over at Xena.

The warrior nodded slowly¥Vhen it involves love... nevehe thought. "So, what's
confusing?"

The younger woman looked away and saw the spdigltty coming into view. "It



doesn't really matter."

Xena stopped walking and narrowed her eyes. "Deat that to me, Eve," she said
with an almost pained voice. "Nobody comes walkipgo people with a stoic
attitude for shits and giggles.” She folded hersartdon't pull that on me... | know
that game." She sighed inwardly at her own harstidwat she knew tough love was
a way to get Eve to talk. It was the way Gabriab@adled her at certain points.

Eve licked her lips as she stared at the sparrahd. 'How'd you tell Gabrielle that
you were in-love with her?"

The Warrior Princess knew this was her daughteued about way of talking about
Hope. One thing she knew was she was blunt ab@uytnng except love, Eve was
the same way. "Well..." She took a deep breath.s$éd Gabrielle-"

"In a dreamscape,” answered Gabrielle. She sat dovthe bed beside Hope. "She
couldn't tell me verbally."

Hope huffed and grinned. "Doesn't surprise me."
The Amazon Queen chuckled but sighed. "It was ffatisig at first."”
"How was that?"

"Mmm." The warrior-bard studied the floor. "Becauseas more into talking about
things while Xena preferred to show things." Shereé up. "We're still a little bit
like that but we both try to adjust either way."

The small woman nodded slowly. "Understandable."”
Gabrielle glanced up at her daughter. "Why youthskgh?"

"Well..." Hope took a deep breath preparing to rewelttle something. "I think... |
know-"

"I'm in-love." Xena shrugged and shifted her weighher other foot. "It's not a
simple thing to realize."

Eve nodded and looked up to the stars. "Espeaciallyith our pride," she teased.

The warrior nodded slowly but a smile eased adnesdips. "l will tell you one thing,
Eve." She lifted her eyes to the stars. "Beingowelis powerful and complete.” Her
eyes started to twinkle. "You feel perfect and yiiferis a dream.” She flashed a
smile towards Eve then studied the stars once Midreome to realize that you'll
never find another person like her. All you wantitois make her happy. You spend
the rest of your life doing just that and the sweetards are her smiles, laughs, and
affection to you. One morning you'll wake up an@wrthat-"

"You'll never find a person that'll love you moneazcept you more." Gabrielle
smiled with her eyes glossing over in thought. "Yialo anything for her and go
through anything for her no matter the pain. Arat'thwhen you'll know you've found
your soulmate."

Hope smiled very slowly at hearing her mother'sdsorl just hope Eve will see



that."

"Trust me, she will." Gabrielle turned on the bed #aced her daughter. "Love is
powerful, it'll catch her no matter what."

The young woman nodded plus turned her head toi€labi'l hope so." She
chuckled. "I don't know how it happened.”

"And you'll never know." The warrior-bard was sshiling. "That's the magic of
love." She leaned towards Hope and kissed heretethple. "Let me tell you a little
secret about handling Eve... | had to do this witima&

Hope grinned and became very attentive. "Okay."
"Here's what you need to do. First you-"

"Take control." Xena shrugged with a grin. "Let kedte control," repeated the
warrior. "Eve, | know." She faced her child. "l km@ she whispered.

Eve sighed and dropped her head. "Must be tattonedy forehead,” she mumbled.

The warrior chuckled and tipped her daughter's lugadith her fingertips. "No, it's
easy to see when somebody is in-love." She grintackrybody but Gabrielle and |
knew we were in-love with each other.” She chuckledply. "We were the last to

know." She lowered her hand.

"Really?" The young woman raised an eyebrow. "SHatiny."
"Hmmm, you could say that." The Warrior Princegthed with a grin.
"Ssso, are you saying Hope might be in-love witl?Trtghe gave an inquisitive look.

The older woman shrugged. "That's for everybodyg tdknow and for you to find
out, honey."

"Gee thanks." Eve mock glared. "That was such nmlytisepport.”

"It was," teased the warrior. She leaned forwarkise her daughter's cheek. "Just
take my advice. Been there, done that, it work&&é& pulled back with a smile. "You
have nothing to lose... only gain."

The daughter took a deep breath and nodded. "Alti§he folded her arms. "I think |
might head back to the hut.”

Xena nodded. "Same here." She began walking fomtiia section of the village.
"You'll figure out whether you're coming with Gaddte and | tomorrow?"

"Yea." Eve nodded and gaze through the torchdliage. "I'd really like to go... see
grandmother."

"Let's hope so." Xena sighed. "I'm worried aboatt th
"You have that nasty feeling too?" whispered thegtider.

The warrior nodded sadly. "Yeah." She peered ovEva. "Maybe she's fine."



"Maybe." Eve nodded in agreement.

The Warrior Princess fell silent for a second loutrfed a new topic. "Have you
decided on your path?"

"I think so." Eve grinned evilly. "Have any advica a good sword brand?"
Xena laughed deeply. "I think | can help you o&tie winked.

"Good." The young woman reached towards her matibbgkram. As soon as her
fingers touched the chakram she found a strong peatabing hers.

"Don't." The warrior grinned but didn't look at reughter. "You're to young for
that."

Eve removed her hand and peered down at the chakratending to read
something. "Oh yeah, says right there 'Made in Chfor ages five and up.' Looks
like | don't qualify.”

Xena laughed loudly. "No, you're old enough... yost jueed to read the instructs that
come with it."

"Oh right."

"And..." The warrior turned her head towards hargtaer. "It wasn't made in Chin...
try India."

"Let me look." Eve looked down at the chakram aretgnded to squint. "Yeah, | did
read it wrong, such small printing... 'Made in Indiat | missed something else
too... 'Part of the exclusive Warrior Princess weapaollection,™ said Eve with a
tease. She grinned at her mother.

Xena chuckled deeply and winked to Eve. She savniiteahead and she went
serious. "Let Hope talk, alright?"

"That won't be a problem." The daughter stoppedkwgland smiled to her mother.
"Thank you."

"That's what mothers are for." Xena grinned.

"Yeah," answered the daughter because she knewv#satrue. She moved in to hug
her mother tightly.

The warrior smiled warmly as she hugged back styoi&he was beyond happy that
she could finally do this with Eve. "Get some sléap."

"l will." Eve let go. "Make sure you do." She ardnen eyebrow with a grin.
"Are you suggesting something?" Xena walked ovéreiohut.

Eve took a few steps towards the direction of her 'mNope... don't assume
anything."

"l am about to." The warrior grabbed the door handl



The daughter shrugged and smirked. "Yeah well...raBgyimakes an ass out of you
and me." She laughed and turned to jog off.

"Kids," grumbled Xena. "Monkey see... monkey do." $hackled. "Goodnight
Eve!" she yelled.

Eve heard and grinned. "Night mother!" she called.

Xena smiled to herself and went inside of the hut.

Gabrielle saw her partner come in. She got out@tied. "How'd it go?"
"Not bad... you?"

"The same." The warrior-bard grinned as she sagemhigp to Xena. "Hopefully
something will happen tonight."

"Pun intended," whispered the Warrior Princess.@hembered her words earlier
from the conversation with Eve.

Gabrielle smiled warmly and encircled Xena's waiéeah," she uttered. "Xen?"
The older woman lowered her head. "Yeah?" she \ehesp

"I love you."

Xena smiled with love.

The smaller warrior felt the tingle begin in hesretach and erupt through her body.
Just the way | love iShe mirrored the smile and put her hand behind Xdread.

The warrior let her lips brush over Gabrielle'dotle you t0o." She sealed their lips
together.

Gabrielle moaned softly and opened her mouth thppesl her tongue out while
Xena's came in. That tingling inside her becameetbimg much more needy.
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Hope looked up from the scroll when she saw Eveecom'Hey," she smiled a little.
Eve smiled back. "Hi," she whispered and closeditia.

Gabrielle's daughter felt the tiny tingle begin ewvath just that smilel'm really in
trouble.

Eve sighed inwardly at the scene of Hope sittinthenmiddle of the bed, glowing
from the firelight of the candles, and with mageeint green eyes sparkling warmly.
I'm really in trouble she thought. "Another scroll?" She indicated threlsm her
friend's lap.

The small woman glanced down at it. "Yup, a fingle@e though this time." She
lifted her eyes. "Mom said the scroll | read lagihhwas the only one she's never
finished."

Eve chuckled. "l think she's working on one now."



"Yeah, she mentioned that to me." Hope glanced Hawkh at the scroll. "She's an
amazing bard."

The tall woman made her way to a side of the beshaspoke. "I'd bet you'd be good
at it." She sat down on the bed and faced herdrien

Hope shook her head. "I doubt it. I'm not Gabriélhe huffed. "Not that | look like
her anything," she sighed sadly.

"No you don't," whispered Eve.

"Eve..." The small woman glimpsed up. "l look exa@symom did when she was
traveling with Xena in the third year." She sho@k head. "Trust me, | know... | was
there."

"So?" The dark woman narrowed her eyes. "It's #regnalities.” She tilted her head
so she could study her friend more. "You're bealitiflside and out."”

"Oh yeah, definitely considering my past," whisgkekHope as she rolled up the scroll.

Eve narrowed her eyes. "Hey... you and me both h8h®"shook her head. "We've
both had it hard."

"Yeah," whispered Hope as she leaned to her rglshe could place the scroll on the
nightstand. "We're both in the same boat huh?"

"Yes." Eve grinned. "Both our mothers saved outsut

The small woman chuckled and stared at her hanlerifap. "Yup... same boat."
Now | just need to get to the bow and into yoursamithout tipping the boamused
Hope. "Can we..." She peered up. "Talk about eatlier?

Xena's daughter knew the sign and also rememberethdther's words. "Yeah." She
went serious and straightened up. "Look, I'm sbrry-

Hope put her hand over her friend's mouth. "Plelaset,” she removed her hand and
continued, "Apologize for that." She shook her héddvasn't wrong... don't make it
sound like it was a bad thing."

Eve smiled and nodded. "Alright... thank you."
The small woman smiled back. "Um... | know talking'is/our thing."
Eve chuckled then grinned. "But I'm willing to ityout... for you."

"You just did," whispered Hope. "And I'm willing toy actions... for you." She
smiled warmly.

The taller woman reflected the smile back.

It started that tingIness again in Hope. So, shidedt hold herself back any longer. It
was her turn, she was going to show action. Shreetean slowly with her eyes
closing.

Eve closed her eyes and was prepared for somdthingt break this moment again.



It took a seeming lifetime but she felt those srhasarm lips touch hers again. And
how it began the burning desire in her soul oncesmo

Hope raised her hand as she carefully touched Eke&k. She leaned in a little more
as their lips touch more.

Eve moaned softly as her heart pounded. She haat fedi/this before. She leaned
more into Hope and placed her hand on Hope's side.

Hope finally sealed their lips together. Now shes\pasitive about this love. She let
her mouth open slightly and she felt Eve's tongamecin. Opening her mouth more,
she slipped her tongue out.

Their tongues passed over each other and left theaming. The tingling went strong
inside of both women.

Hope pulled away and breathing heavy. "Oh... gods"whispered.

The dark woman opened her eyes slowly and grinfiesh much?" She was
breathing deeply herself.

Hope chuckled and opened her eyes. "Oh no." Shedefmrward to give a tender
kiss. "l love you, Eve," she uttered.

"I love you too," whispered Eve. She held onto baftkope's sides and gave her a
signal to move.

The small woman followed the command and pullekbiamm the kiss. She shifted
closer and found herself in Eve's lap. She justdttiuget past kissing Eve for she
started another strong kiss.

Xena's daughter chuckled and returned the strasg 8he wrapped her arms around
the other woman. When the kiss ended, she spok#\yguWe need to be slow.”

Gabrielle's daughter thought about that. "Won'easy."
"I know... | know." Eve grinned. "Let's just be caukef

Hope nodded and lowered her head onto Eve's clvesth, you're right. After what
we've both been through." She tightened her armarthe other woman's body.

"That and we still need to learn some things alkach other.”

The small woman chuckled deeply and added, "Dorget the parental units.” She
closed her eyes. "We need to convince them."

"I don't think that'll be a problem." Eve peekedwicat her partner. "I think they
convinced each other."

Hope looked up and narrowed her eyes. "You're ti@tte grinned. "Those
shitches."

"They're just being mothers." The dark woman grehte®. "Thankfully.”

"Uh huh." Gabrielle's daughter stared across thenrdHuh... they set us up." She



looked back at Eve.
"Basically."
"You know Eve..." She dropped her grin. "Your mom wor{

Eve shook her head. "If mother didn't want me wiah, do you think I'd be in this hut
right now?"

Hope chuckled and nodded. "True... you may have it foi

The tall woman smiled. "Don't worry." She kissedpds forehead. She needed to
move since she knew being this close to Hope woddn being out of control soon.
"Let's get ready for bed huh?"

"Yeah." The small woman let go of Eve and hoppetdobthe bed.

Xena's daughter shifted out of the bed. She tutmétbpe and smiled. "Hope...
eternity, that's how long | need you." Her expressvas hidden with desperation.

"I know," whispered Hope. "l wouldn't have imagingmmething like this." She
laughed nervously. "But gods, when | first saw yduShe shook her head. "l can't
even describe it nor understand it."

Eve smiled. "Feeling is mutual.”

"Good," the small woman grinned. She went serioustaok a step to hug Eve
tightly.

Eve didn't want to let go. She could feel everyghtomplete as her mother described.

Nor did Hope want to let go. She was prepared targahing to be with Eve,
anything. "Eve?"

"Mmm?"

"l just realized something." Hope lifted her he&bomething mom told me."
The tall woman grinned slowly. "Are things addirngfor you as well?"

"Uh huh." Hope arched an eyebrow. "Half plus halfnaking one."

Eve chuckled. "That's one way to say it." She l@ddrer head down.
"Mmm, better yet." Her lips touched Eve's. "Soulesat

"Adds up the same for me." Eve sealed their ligetioer in a long loving kiss.

~F kK

"You know, this is kinda odd." Hope turned her heawlards Eve. Her hands were on
her stomach and she was lying beside her soulmate.

"What's that?" Eve placed her hands under her Geatie stared at the ceiling.
"Wellll... our mothers are together."

The dark woman turned her head to Hope. "Yeah bufathers are on the opposite



end of the scale." She chuckled. "What am | sayidgn't have a father."

The smaller woman furrowed her eyebrows. "You'viedito tell me this." She rolled
onto her side and peered down at Eve.

"Mmm, | neglected to tell you." Eve sighed. "l waade by God and placed in my
mother's womb to be born." She peeked up to H&peary huh?"

"No." Hope smiled warmly. "It sounds beautiful."&grinned. "A lot better than my
birth."

"And you've failed to tell me this." Xena's daugldave a serious look.
"Mmm, | neglected to tell you." Hope smirked.
Eve laughed deeply but stopped. "So?"

The short blond sighed deeply and looked away.ayles glossed over in memory.
"Basically... Dahak raped Gabrielle and impregnatedwith me." She shrugged.
"When | was born, some things happened and Gabsetlt me down a river in a
basket."

"Some things?" The dark woman furrowed her eyebréhksow there's more to it."
She reached up to caress her soulmate's cheekt Najbpened?"

Hope reached up and took the other woman's haralir'iviother knew | was evil and
knew | would bring Dahak. So after my birth she..."”

"Tried to kill you," whispered Eve.

The small woman nodded. "l don't blame her." Sbeead her eyes as a few tears
rolled down her cheeks. "l wish she had... especddtlyr Solan," she uttered with
pain.

Eve moved instantly, lifted Hope, and pulled héoiher arms. "Hey... I'm glad my
mother didn't," she said quietly. "I'd never fing soulmate then." She kissed Hope's
forehead as she listened to her cry. She triekind bf things to say to help. "Hope...
you're human. You're human and made a mistake.t@lked their bodies a little.
"And you were being controlled."

Hope took a shaky breath and laid the side of badldown on her soulmate's neck.
"I thought | had nothing... nothing except for Dahb#hought he loved me when
mom didn't." She closed her eyes. "l thought moihg lmved Xena... that she chose
Xena over me and | wanted revenge." She cried agaonly | had known... known
Gabirielle tried to save me."

Xena's daughter kept her arms tight around Hope.\Widman who was said to have
killed her older brother numerous years ago antstha should scorn. That wasn't
even an option for Eve, she couldn't see that ipgd8 know the past can hurt,
Hope." She closed her eyes at the own pain sheé'Beit we learn from the mistakes
and forgive," she whispered. "I promise you, my meotis doing that." She kissed
Hope's head again. "Just let go and move ongl'tight there to help.” She took a
deep breath. "Don't let the past keep you, youare for everything."



Hope sucked in a heavy breath. She lifted her heddkissed her soulmate gently.
When she pulled back she had a sad smile. "ThamK yo

Eve smiled warmly. "You're welcome." She brusheckiddope's hair. "You'll be
okay?"

"Right here, in your arms... yes." The small womanrgd. "You'll be okay?"
"Just as long as | have you here."

Gabrielle's daughter smiled and leaned back dowa fearm kiss.

Eve smiled at her soulmate at the end of the Kigt's get some sleep huh?"

"Yeah." Hope tucked her head under Eve's chin. "danit mind if | sleep here?" She
grinned.

The tall woman chuckled and responded, "Nope."

"Hey, what about the plans?" Hope closed her eéyes.we staying or leaving?"
"I'd like to go with them."

"Me too." The blond sighed deeply. "Then what?"

Eve breathed for a long moment and closed her &yéslil worry about that later.”
"True... God only knows what could happen between and/then."

"Exactly." Eve fell silent after that.

Slowly, the smaller woman grinned. "Eve?"

"Mmm?"

"l love you."

"I love you, Hope." A smile shifted onto Eve's ligs she went to sleep.

~*Part 4*~

Hope lifted both hands and opened the double woodsdof the barn. She looked
inside as the thunder sounded in the late nighe.vi&dked in slowly and gazed
around. She saw the grinding stone of the windmihing and her heart skipped a
beat.

There was a loud eruption of thunder and lightefi@shing.

She whipped her head to the right at seeing songethithe dark windmill barn. Her
eyes widen as the barn lit up from a lantern.

"Mother?" whined a deep voice.

Hope's breathing went ragged as she saw the Desstanding to her right. She said
nothing and only walked up slowly to the Destroygne reached up with her right
hand to caress his face.



Lightening flashed.
"Mother," repeated the cold deep voice.

"How are you, dear?" Hope smiled gently but sonmgtlielt out of place. She
narrowed her eyes because she knew the Destrayler mat talk verbally.

"Where've you been?" asked the Destroyer as h&utigiéted his hands to Hope's
shoulders.

"Away," answered Hope. She felt her body tense up.
Thunder boomed loudly and left the walls of thenbrattling.
"Why?" The Destroyer tilted his head. "I've neegled."
"Sorry, sweetie."

The Destroyer narrowed his eyes and lowered hid bleser to Hope's. "You've left
me... you chose Gabrielle over me."

Hope began to breathe heavily. "No | didn't... omlyd while sweetie. I'll be back."
She felt the strong cold hands on her shouldersestihard.

"No you won't." The Destroyer opened his mouth withfangs showing. "You've left
Dahak."

"I had too." Hope closed her eyes when she felDistroyer's nails dig into her skin.
"I had too," she repeated in a whisper.

"You left me," roared a deep menacing voice.

The thunder exploded with violence and the lightgrarash to the mortal world
brightly.

Hope opened her eyes to see the Destroyer gonecandtood Dahak. "Dahak." She
began to panic.

"Your father," growled Dahak. "How dare you maki®al of me!"

"Me!" yelled Hope with cold eyes. "You used me!"eSieceived a hard slap to her
face. She went stumbling back with blood tricklingm the corner of her mouth.

Dahak narrowed his red eyes and pointed. "Do nigtrde, Hope." He grinned with
evil. "I made you and | can destroy you. You areeti

"Never." Hope spat on the ground. "I'll never berngoagain." She narrowed her eyes.
"And you won't destroy me as long as you remaith@&other universe. You need
me... father,"” she said with threat and anger.

"Do not toy with me!" Dahak took a menacing stepheslightening flashed. "I will
have you again and | will be reborn. Then eyeua.. will know my rage."

"You'll never come to the mortal world." Hope shda head. "You can't do it
without me and I'm not yours."



Dahak bellowed with laughter. "For now, Dahak dkipws what could happen
between now and then." He grinned and said in gigep voice. "There's nobody to
protect you from me, Hope. Your...mother can't anarysoulmate, Eve, can not. You
will be mine again."” He laughed deeply when thentter and lighting agreed with
him.

"No!" screamed Hope as she fell to her knees.
"Hope!" Eve shook her soulmate. "Hope, wake up."
Hope lifted her head with wide eyes. She was bregtfeavily. "No... no."

"It's alright... it was a dream." Eve was brushinglbher soulmate's damp bangs. "Its
okay, I'm here."

"Oh gods," whispered Hope. She closed her eyestand to shake.

"It's okay," repeated Eve with a soothing voicee 8arrowed her eyes and reached up
and touched the corner of Hope's lip. "W-wh..." Steked at her fingertips to see
blood.

Gabrielle's daughter touched the corner of heautip opened her eyes to see the
blood. "It wasn't a dream,” she uttered.

The taller woman was breathing heavy with angé&natving something hurt her
partner. "What happened?"

Hope locked eyes with her soulmate. "Dahak is after’
~*Part 5*~

"We shouldn't tell them... yet." Hope turned arourithviner staff. "They've been
through a few things as it is.”

"But they're use to that," Eve said as she cametoudope. "We should tell them."

"Eve..." Gabrielle's daughter took her soulmate'sdhahhey're gonna have plenty of
fun trying to process the fact that we're togeti&he shook her head. "Maybe it was
a dream." She shrugged.

"l don't think so with your lip bleeding."

Hope sighed. "I know," she said sadly. "We'll takkm later, okay?" She shook her
head. "Neither of our mothers need to hear abeutitkam."”

The tall woman sighed but went serious. "Tell meitistant that something seems
wrong to you, alright? I'm not going to lose youwstime one-god of evil." She
narrowed her eyes. "l promise that."

"Thank you," ushered Hope. "Maybe nothing will hapgNow I just asked for it by
saying thatthought Hope. "Let's go tell them about us."”

Eve nodded but leaned down more and kissed hemsteiwarmly.

The small woman smiled when her partner pulled b&&&me on." She squeezed



Eve's hand before letting go.

So soon the young soulmates found the older soabraatd they all were in the
Queen's hut.

"You wanted to tell us something?" asked the waasshe saw her partner come out
of the washroom.

"Yeah." Eve nodded and lifted herself from the dd@/e all better sit for this."
Gabrielle came up beside her soulmate and peereshapgrinned.
Xena winked and looked up with a stoic expression.

Hope walked over to the table and pulled out fduhe five chairs. She sat down in
one with a sigh. She wasn't sure she was readfifiXena, | killed your son and
now I'm in-love with your daughte®he felt her stomach twist with the nervousness
and in her mind, the anger towards herself flamsspdy.

Eve sat down beside her soulmate as she watchagahmothers sit down and face
them. "Alright." She glanced over to Hope.

Gabrielle's daughter faintly nodded with approgatémmence.

"We all know what's going on," said Eve calmly. $jnmned to her mother and
Gabrielle. "Since you both did a little match makin

The older soulmates chuckled together and relazeH im their seats.
"So, lay it on us." The warrior-bard went seridis.it yes or no?"
Eve grinned and reached over to take her partinand.

"Yes," answered Hope with a smile.

Gabrielle sighed deeply and dropped her head Bablank Aphrodite,” she
mumbled.

Xena laughed deeply. "As | said... the last to know."

"You have to admit, Xen." The Amazon Queen lifted head. "They figured it out a
lot faster than us." She chuckled.

"Ssssh, don't tell them that part." The WarrionBesss grinned briefly but faced the
other woman with a stoic expression. "So, whatyatetwo planning?"

"To go with you both." Eve raised an eyebrow foraaswer.
Gabrielle smiled. "We'd love it."

Xena nodded in agreement. She then focused heoaydspe and leaned towards
her. She took a deep breath preparing to say vdeatad to be heard to everybody and
herself. "Hope," her voice was deep and quietusttyou to protect my daughter.”
She paused when she saw Hope nod. "I do not douintigve for Eve and | will not
point a finger at you about Solan." She had to @aoeseven she could soak in her
own words. "And | say that because you've changed'ae hurt you as much as



you've hurt me."

Again Hope nodded because she knew what Xena rbgdmirting her. They had
played ping-pong on hurting each other in the past.

"Now, | will try my hardest for Gabrielle, Eve, ngf$... and you to forgive and
forget." The warrior sighed. "However it won't kesg. As long as I'm given time and
get to know you, I'll be fine." She took a deepaltine "Is this clear between us?"

Hope waited for a moment so she could understaed/ing said. She felt a squeeze
given to her hand from Eve. "Yes." She combed legb back with her hand. "l

know the word sorry won't fix things. I'd be cheagtyou." She shook her head as she
thought. "I'm giving you a chance as you have to fimat means ssso much to me."
She smiled warmly. "Thank you."

The warrior nodded as she saw the deep regretaarmirsin Hope's eyes. She then
realized that was another step to forgiving. Shdaek in her seat.

Thank you, Xen. Gods, | love yaiabrielle took a hidden shaky breath. She glanced
between the two younger women. "You both knowraes it may get hard."”

"We know." Hope crossed her legs at the anklest &are taking this slowly and
carefully."

Both the older soulmates nodded in approval.

"Good idea." Gabrielle smiled. "If either of youatkto talk about something, Xena
and | are here for you both."

The Warrior Princess moved her head in agreem@re.have some experience." She
grinned.

Hope and Eve chuckled together. "Don't we knowgythoth responded together.
"Are they trying to say something?" asked the vea+biard to her partner.
"Yeah, | think they are." Xena winked. "Is therg/tluing else?"

Gabrielle chuckled and glanced between the daughiake... are either of you
mysteriously pregnant?"

"Not... yet." Eve laughed and shook her head. "ltditimk | can handle that."

"Trust me, you could.”" The Amazon Queen grinnednAck at the door came and
she looked up. "Come in."

The door opened and Eponin stepped in. She wakkexdto the group after closing
the door. Her eyes flickered over to see Hope arasthand intertwined. She grinned
inwardly as she glanced to Gabrielle. "There'scaus rumor going around that you
two are leaving?" She peered over to Xena.

The Queen responded with a chuckle. "lts true. &ltwe're all leaving."

The weapons master sighed. "You know how | feelaibtat."



"Deal Ep." Gabrielle grinned. "We'll be back."

The old Amazon nodded with a smile. "So where ésvitnole family headed too?"
"Amphipolis then Potaidaia," answered the warrior.

Eponin nodded. "When?"

"Soon as we can," answered Eve.

"I think it runs in the family," mumbled the Amazon

Gabrielle grinned. "You mean the lack of love fanAzons?"

Eponin grinned at her Queen. "You notice too?"

The warrior-bard laughed. "Uh huh."

The weapons master reached back to the door hdtdime say goodbye before you
leave."

"We will, don't worry Ep."
"I'm worried." The Amazon grinned and left.
"So..." Gabrielle glanced back to the group. "Wh@dar breakfast?"

"I know I am." And to add to that, Hope squeezeddoelimate's hand before
bouncing up to her feet.

The mother laughed and stood. "Let's go." She hetdarm out.
Hope moved to take her mother's arm.

Eve glanced over to her mother. "Mother?"

Xena arched an eyebrow. "I think we're invited."

"If you get your butts out the seats, sure." Gdlerigpened the door and walked off
with Hope. She left the door wide open.

The Warrior Princess chuckled and stood up. "Nasdrm
"Yeah." Eve stood up with a crinkled nose. "No efilenate stuff.”

"Right," said Xena as she laughed. She broughti¢ier arm behind her daughter's
shoulders.

Eve smiled and brought her arm around her motbboslders. Together they walked
out and Xena kicked the door closed.

~k Lk ko
"So, explain to me how you managed to sneak a limysethe Amazons?"

Eve grinned to her mother. "Ask your significarttet” She shifted the reins in her
hand.



Xena slowly turned her head to Gabrielle beside'l8tart explaining.”

Gabrielle chuckled and shrugged. "Nothing to tédur daughter wanted a horse and
| couldn't refuse.” She chuckled. "I am the Queen."

"When do | get a horse?" asked the warrior withia. g

"You've got a horse." The warrior-bard nodded ®mghcond Argo.
The warrior chuckled deeply. "True."

"Besides," whispered Gabrielle. "Eve is an Amazon."

"Now the truth comes out." The Warrior Princessrked.

The group was walking through the Amazon forestlifea Amphipolis after saying
goodbye to the Amazons.

"I hope we never bicker like that," whispered Eve.
Hope snickered.
"Hey, it comes with age," snapped Gabrielle. "Arglrevteasing... not bickering."

"Sure, mom." Hope glanced over at her mother. "Nake it sound like a
technique.”

"No... it's a skill," retorted Xena with a grin.
The older soulmates both chuckled and said togetiér have many skills."
"This is where we leave them, Hope," joked Eve.

Hope laughed deeply. "I think you're right." Anécbed over and took her soulmate's
hand.

"Kids," both Xena and Gabrielle said simultaneously
"Gotta love them, Xen."
Eve and Hope glanced at the other soulmates wiitksm

Eve smiled warmly now. "We're just one big happyifs." She winked down at
Hope. "This love thing is contagious."

"But | won't argue with it," uttered Gabrielle'sudgnter.

"Neither will 1." Eve leaned down and kissed heulsmate. They stopped walking so
they could deepen the kiss.

Xena and Gabrielle grinned to each other and ndd fends.

"Yup..." Gabrielle's head bobbed up and down as stiked so strongly. "It's about
coming together... and the love thing."

The End






