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Part 1
Section 1
~*Part 1*~

With startle a tall form woke up in the wide beeeling another form in her arms
begin to shake, uncontrollably. The woman lookedmat the other figure to see
them shaking, tears streaming down their cheekshadcontinued to scream the tall
woman's name out in agony. The tall woman quickdlized what was happening to
the small form. Briskly, she grasped the smalleman’s shoulders and gently shook
them while calling their name.

"Gabrielle...Gabrielle wake up" The bard shook linead still crying as her hands were
tightly clenched to the bed sheets. She continoetytwhile shaking her head and
screaming out.

"Xena! No Xena, come back! | love you! Gods no, X&€The warrior could feel
tears weld up into her eyes as she tried to wakesdulmate. Xena continued to
shake Gabrielle as she spoke but now in a more midingatone.

"Come on Gabrielle, wake up!" The bards breathmgfioued heavily as she fought
her fears from within. Within the nightmare, theadhiblond rested her head on top of
Xena's lifeless body, back in Niklio's hut. Shetkaping the pain within her heart
and soul, too much for her to control. Gabriellatowued to yell out to Xena's soul as
it left her body, demanding her to come back ®. l&s the Amazon Princess laid her
head on the still warm body, she whispered wordsagi. Now within the dream the
blond could hear Xena's voice calling out to hkexracand strong.

All of a sudden Gabrielle shot up from the bedyéamet by a pair of strong worried
blue eyes. The bard's eyes were wide open andicantly pain and fear. Finally the
blond realized that it was only a nightmare and Xena was still alive before her.
Xena continued to grasp her soulmate's shouldgrdyj letting the bard come
around, let reality sink in. With a shaky hand ybenger woman caressed the
warrior's cheek, making sure she was real. She ksgwover was real and began to



cry again from the pain she went through and alrhadtto live with for life.
Reaching out Gabrielle wrapped her small arms at¢lia tall woman's body tightly.
Xena immediately enveloped her arms around the, baighing her tightly, hoping to
drive away the younger woman's nightmares. Gabrimiried her face into Xena's
breasts, smelling the strong leather as she caeebtddy still shaking and her
breathing still heavy. The warrior whispered woofi$ove and protection to her bard,
letting her know it wasn't real.

"Hey its okay Gabrielle, I've got ya, it was jusdr@am™ After a few heartbeats of
crying, the bard finally started to calm down. Slptine ex-warlord pulled away, but
still kept her arms tightly around the bard. Galeie eyes were pure red, her cheeks
still wet from the crying. Her breathing had calnaedl she had better control of her
body and emotions. Reaching up, the warrior wipedyahe tears still slightly
trickling down the flushed cheeks, the bard faistlyiling. "You okay now?" The
Amazon Queen lightly nodded as she noticed her lbad been crying some as well.
Xena leaned forward and placed a kiss to her sdalsnforehead and began to lay
back down on the bed. Once the tall form was Iyaagk down, the bard was quick to
follow. She turned to her stoic lover and felt paitve arms pull her in. Gabrielle
easily rested her head on top of Xena's shouldsh@$®uried her head into the
warrior's neck. The Warrior Princess rested hem ohi top of the strawberry-blond,
while taking a deep breath to calm her nerves.blrd herself took a few deep
breaths, finally feeling control once more. The iearmoved her one arm up more
and began to run a hand through the other womamn'slowly and lovingly as she
spoke quietly.

"Go back to sleep Gabrielle" The blond nodded aiies began to feel heavy once
more, but before she let herself drift off, shekeptm Xena in a low voice.

"Thank you Xena, | love you" Xena let a small snaigse onto her lips as she let the
words warm her heart. She continued to run her$ightly through the bard's hair,
knowing it would send her to sleep faster.

"I am always here for you, now go to sleep” Nowrals etched on the bard's lips,
then she heard the warrior whisper into her edavé you my bard" Those were the
last words the young woman heard as sleep overltenkXena for her part lay awake
for awhile longer; wondering what she could doitbirer soulmate of her nightmares.
There were just to many, one's between Xena's deathidaia's destruction, and her
family's death. They all plagued her and Xena kitewen though she hadn't sat
down and talked to Gabrielle about them. The wathen decided when she got the
first chance, she would sit down with her lover getlher to talk about the
nightmares. The ex-warlord knew that would be trst $tep to begin the healing
process and rid the nightmares. Slowly the wafathiback into a light sleep,

knowing dawn would come soon.
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Green eyes casually opened up, staring up at a s&bdg with small rays of light
filtering through, dawn. The bard could feel a sgdorm beside her that had
protective arms wrapped around her snug. Now the legan to grin to herself as
she turned her head to her right to gaze at ther @ddman. Gabrielle couldn't believe
that she was awake before her lover, defiantly. fdosv that grin enlarged as the
realization came over her, she continued to gatteedteautiful and peaceful face. As
she watched slowly a grin began to form on thetalloman's lips and the bard's eyes



widen. Now the ex-warlord began to deeply chuckie flt her soulmate reach over
and grasp her ribs, trying to tickle her. Xenadiie hold back her laughs between her
trick and the tickling, but she couldn't help thestmen her bard spoke to her.

"l can't believe you were awake the whole time. 4oe1so mean Xena" Finally the
Warrior Princess opened her blue eyes and quicklspgd small wrists. She then
rolled on top of the small woman, straddling heeés on the bed as she pinned the
Amazon Queen's hands behind her head. Gabrieltklg@topped struggling
knowing it was no use against the large and strowgenan. Instead she gazed up
into loving blue eyes that she adored so much. Xeeléed to the look and eyes and
she slowly leaned in, lightly kissing her soulmaéer the warrior brought her head
back up, the bard could still feel the heat onlipsrfrom the gentle kiss and the
tingling through her body. Slowly Xena moved hendsito the bard's sides, grasping
them tightly. With ease the tall woman rolled bado her spot, bringing the bard
with her. Now Gabrielle laid on top of Xena's leatlklad stomach while Xena
brought her arms around, resting on top of therotleenan's back. The blond smiled
to her soulmate and then rested her head on t¥prd's chest, listening to the slow
rhythm of the heartbeat.

"So how did you sleep Gabrielle?" The bard's bauyleéd over the deep voice as she
spoke back in a more soothing voice.

"After the nightmare, really well" Gabrielle therolight her head up, resting her chin
on top of the warrior's chest, now she staredlhie eyes. "How did you sleep?" The
tall woman faintly shrugged her shoulders as sha mall smile creep onto her lips.
The warrior's eyes contained a small twinkle tortles she began to run her fingers
up down the bard's tunic covered back, Gabriellammg in response.

"Not to bad" The bard just slightly nodded as heegrld eyes drifted shut, taking in
her soulmate's touch on her back. Gabrielle jusgiorded with a purr.

"Mmmm good" Xena grinned to herself as she watdtexdbard drown into the
feelings coursing through her body. Now the walsiarind slowly began to come up
with a plan of attack, Gabrielle waiting for it. Ase perfect idea came the older
woman, a knock came at the door, making Xena gimowdsponse. The warrior
stopped her assault while Gabrielle opened her@yes more and listened as another
knock came to the door. The bard then called oatand, commanding, and some
what angered tone to the person at the entranite dfut.

"Come in" Slowly the door creaked open, and a coidynd peaked her head into the
room. Quickly she spotted her two friends, onedyam top of the other, Xena

wearing her leathers and the Queen in her white.tline Amazon sighed in relief at
the site, she didn't bother them too much. Canetbl curly blond made her way to
the table close by the bed on the two lover's gfdbe bed. She then sat down, resting
her right arm on the table that contained the VBaRrincess's sword, chakram and
brass armor. Looking up, she caught a pair of Bhekgreen eyes gazing back at her,
the bard smiling. "What is up Ephiny?" The Regegthed as she brushed some hair
out of her face and leaned back in the chair.

"It seems we have a small problem with Lysia" Thedlraised an eyebrow at that,
while Xena only kept her stoic form on.

"You mean the Amazon that just came from a northélage...looks just like



Xena?" The warrior grunted at the end remark, ntakie bard turn her head to look
down at her lover. "Well she did Xena you havedm#. She was a bit shorter,
brown hair, and had hazel eyes" The warrior grirgyed then slightly nodded her
head in agreement as the Amazon Queen looked b#e& woman in the chair. "So
what is she doing?"

"Lysia has been stirring up a little trouble, goargund saying you are weak and
aren't worthy to be Queen" Again the Regent sigieeshe lower her eyes to the floor
momentarily then looked back up. "A few of the nevenazons seem to be agreeing
with her" The bard could feel her soulmate's baapmatically tense up in response,
Xena didn't like this as much as the bard didrie®this mean another civil war?
Gabrielle sighed as she thought about that, shiel éeel the comforting large hand
rubbing her small back. Xena had a plan, but stieragive her bard a chance to
settle it herself, knowing it was her soulmatespomsibility. Slowly a plan came to
the blond's mind letting a small grin settle onéo lps.

"What is she schedule to do today?" Ephiny looke@tthe ceiling as she thought
about it and finally it came to the woman, she Ekack to green eyes.

"She is suppose to be doing sparing practice” Nmabtond's grin increased as it
dawned on the Regent what she was planning toGhbrielle, | don't think its safe.
She is a very skilled warrior" Before the small wamtould respond the silent warrior
spoke up in a deep rich tone.

"I think its perfect Ephiny, Gabrielle is skilledt her staff, Lysia will never expect
it" Gabrielle felt herself go warm over the compéimt and that her soulmate defended
her. The Regent then looked to the dark-hairediaranith a serious face.

"What if she challenges Gabrielle?" The blond lmrdned devilishly as did her
warrior. Gabrielle was the one to speak what wastafly shared between her and her
warrior.

"Well we all know who is my champion” The curly bl slightly chuckled at that as
she let a small smile ease on her face.

"Okay, its your decision my Queen" The bard smdeeetly to Ephiny as she
watched her gather herself up from the seat and detthe door. Gabrielle then
called out to her friend before she headed outtioe.

"Thanks Ephiny" The Amazon's smile increased sontieeathank you and called
back.

"You're welcome my Queen" Now the door quietly eldss two pairs of intense eyes
met once more. Quickly a large hand reaches bedtrad/berry-blond hair, pulling
the bard's head down, to passionately kiss thegerumoman.

~F kK

Carefully the short bard crawled off her lover'slaiody and stood up on the wood
floor. Gabrielle stretched her own nude body asgstzed out the window, seeing the
sun was still fairly low in the eastern sky. Sherthurned around to face a grinning
warrior, making the bard chuckle deeply. Slowly bized began to lean down,
capturing her warrior's eyes with her own intenseg eyes. Gentle the Amazon
Queen kissed the taller woman's stomach to feehtleeles ripple underneath in



reaction. Gabrielle straightens back up and déwligrinned down at her soulmate as
she spoke in a low husky voice.

"I love it that | can do that to you with the snesll of touches" Briefly Xena closed

her eyes to the words and tone and opened oncetmsh®w nothing but pure love
contained in them. The bard's heart melt at tleeasitshe smiled to her lover. She then
padded over to where she left her cloths last npfghst picking up her green halter-

top. As she gazed at it, a tall warm presence agnieehind the young woman
followed by strong arms wrapping around her muscstiamach. The bard sighed as
she felt the warrior's breath comes down to hek aed the tall woman's voice came
out low and rich, bare skin against bare warm skin.

"Wear your Amazon cloths" The small blond grinnéthat, she would do anything

to please Xena, even the smallest of things. Sleiwyplaced the green top down,
feeling her warrior release her and move to thelsdadgs. Quickly the ex-warlord
found the Amazon garb and padded back over toldrathanding them to her.
Gabrielle gratefully accepted them and began tdhmrh on as she saw her partner
head over to her leathers. Second to last to jguttmher garbs, she began to place her
single earring into her ear. The small woman reddbethe feather necklace to see a
large hand pick it up before her. The bard smitedairdly and reached back, lifting
her hair up. Carefully she felt cold metal fall oter chest and warm hands touch the
back of her neck as they tied the bronze necklac®mpping her hair back down,
Gabrielle grasped the second necklace that wasr sihd on it contained the charm of
Xena's chakram, her staff and a deep sapphireeindhter. Lifting it up, the blond
placed the charm on top of the bronze feathertindeall know that her soulmate was
first. Xena had watched with intent, smiling at i, her heart warming at it.
Smiling, the Amazon Queen turned around to comiyiéaee the warrior, standing

tall for her soulmate. The tall woman took one diapk and took in the full view of
her companion. Xena then realized this was thetfie time she had a good look at
her soulmate in her Amazon garb, she never taletirtte before to closely look at it.

The Warrior Princess gazed at Gabrielle with cugiface as she looked at the bard
with the sun from the window cascading over hea@berry-blond hair glowing,
green eyes sparkling with her tan heighten her sdzbauty. The tight leather brought
out the bard's muscles more and reflected her andnore strongly. To Xena her
soulmate looked like a goddess as well as a stn@ngor, perfection to the warrior's
eyes. Looking back up, the warrior met emerald é&yasshowed love, confidence,
loyalty, strength, and power, it made a shiver m@aWwn the tall woman's back. She
finally truly realized her bard had grown dramalticaince they first met in that grove
with Draco's men. The ex-warlord knew this wasrst p young naive girl following
her in hero worship, but a strong woman that haa sieath and life and has gain
much power in her time. Xena felt a sense of piilleer over her soulmate's
accomplishments through the short almost two yeans

The bard could see respect consume her lover's wgesing the young woman's
very soul. Slowly Gabrielle closed in the distaacel stood up tall, and two pair of
warm lips met, expressing the love they held far another. Reluctantly they broke
the kiss, knowing they had to get on with the dpigss. The bard knowing she was
the talker decided to break the comforting silelnesveen them.

"Come on lets go get something to eat, | am arbthe hungry side" The tall warrior
followed the Amazon Queen out of the door whileattimg to herself over the bard's



words.

"Yeah | am rather hungry too, think it was all thadrking out this morning" The bard
felt herself go a tint of red at the statementhasiseaded towards the food hut.
Gabrielle then realized that Xena wasn't walkiggptribeside her, making her frown in
response. She then stopped walking and waitedhéotall woman to step up beside
her, whom did and she continued to walk with herrwabeside her.

"That's better" Xena's face turned a bit confusethb words and looked to her
soulmate, Gabrielle knowing what the look was abtddon't like you walking behind
me, | like you by my side" The Warrior Princessrthumderstood what Gabrielle
meant by that, Xena made a mental note of thagtself. She then looked down at
Gabrielle with a bit of a small grin but seriousidleyes that spoke volumes.

"l always stay by your side" The bard looked u warm eyes and became lost into
them as she heard the noise of the food hut.

~F kK

The red head Amazon looked up into confident breyes that bored into her making
her feel rather nervous. Now she felt the rough ¢ipl of the Amazon staff move
away from her neck, calming the red head's mind.t8&n reached up to accept a
hand that the small red headed Amazon quickly dedegnd was hauled to her feet.
The other Amazon then handed the small one hdrtxstek, talking to her with a
proud voice.

"You have improved much since last" The red heaitksinio the weapons master as
she heard the words.

"Thank you Eponin" The mentor Amazon smiled in netand suggested her advice to
the young woman.

"Keep practicing your parries and you should gedtiher fast" The red head nodded
then stepped out of the sparring circle. Eponim fbeked around at her students just
outside the practicing circle. "Who is next?" Nowagher tall brown haired Amazon
stepped into the circle walking over to the weapoaster. As she stepped up to
Eponin, the Amazon grinned to the tall new comehtovillage. "Ah Lysia, | don't
think we have sparred yet" The tall Amazon shoakhiead in a no response as she
noticed a smaller woman with a staff walking upibdEponin.

"And | am afraid you wont get the chance to tmsetiEponin” The weapons master
turned her head to her right to look into greersdpat were serious. She then bowed
her head to the bard and looked back to her waimite.

"My Queen, you wish to spar with Lysia?" The Amazgmeen nodded her answer
and watched as Eponin walked off the practice aveato where Solari stood. The
Amazon looked to Solari with a questioning facd, the brown haired Amazon just
shrugged her shoulders in response. Then bothi&ol&iEponin noticed that a rather
large crowd of other Amazons began to circle aratwedsparring circle, realizing
who was practicing against whom. Solari crossedah@as against her chest and
looked behind herself briefly to catch a ratherdark haired woman dressed in
brown leathers standing with the Queen Regent.

She then looked back to the center of the circleatch Gabrielle and Lysia begin to



circle one another, in fighting stance with theaffs.

"I am honored to be practicing with the Queen" baed's upper lips twitched at the
remark from the Xena look alike. For a second tbed had forgotten this wasn't
Xena, thinking she was practicing with her watrrior.

"Are you going to stand here and praise or figft?8 tall Amazon's anger shot up at
the comment and she quickly lunged forward, briegdtaff down hard and fast.
Gabrielle easily saw this, she quickly brought $teff above her parrying it with ease.
She then quickly brought her staff back down andreysone end making contact with
the brown haired Amazon's staff. Lysia then shotsteff end out making contact
with the bard's left side, Gabrielle grimace innpas she brought herself together. The
Amazon Queen looked up into dangerous hazel eyeearaevil smile as they circled
one another once more. The bard shook her headsecond, letting herself realize
that she wasn't fighting Xena. Now the bard grinnealrying the tall Amazon. With
grace, the blond swung her staff low, Lysia jumgungf in time, but then she felt pain
come to her left shoulder as the end of Gabriedlaf hit her. Stepping back Lysia
came at the bard's side again, the small blongstgpt quickly, not letting the
Amazon get the best of her again. As the bard stgshe used a new move that her
lover taught her, bringing her right leg up tolhysia's stomach hard. The brown hair
Amazon bent over in pain, anger surging through &eshe brought her staff over
head, stopping the bard's staff from hitting héan8ing tall once more, Lysia used
her height to her advantage, but Gabrielle allreppared for it. The Amazon swung,
just missing the bard's head as she brought thertdpnto the tall Amazon's stomach
using all her strength, hitting her hard. Lysid fedr stomach ache in pain as she fell
to the ground, with a wood staff coming to her neakd. Now it was Lysia's turn to
look up into strong, confident, and dangerous phémerald eyes glowering down at
her. Gabrielle's breathing was heavy, but she lkeystelf tall and proud as she stared
down the Amazon. Now she removed the staff fronbtlosvn hair woman's throat
letting her stand back up once more with staffand Gabrielle stepped back her
staff by her side as she took deep breaths to katrsenses. Lysia though was rather
anger with herself, still confidant that she colnégt this little Queen, but on her
terms.

"My Queen is rather good with her staff. But | afra@l | am not much good with the
staff" Lysia then began to grin to the smaller waraa she took a step closer and
spoke in a loud tone silencing the crowd with herdg. "I challenge the Queen to a
dual, | select weapons. Do you accept Queen GlfidExpecting this the Amazon
Queen nodded her agreement then voice it in adootmanding tone to all.

"Yes | accept the challenge” The tall Amazon's eyedged as she continued to evilly
grinned. Within the crowd, a tall leather clad dewdiman pushed her way through the
people with a curly blond behind her. Xena stargd the ring with Ephiny beside

her, as they stood at the edge of the circle, dneior prepared to fight.

"l select the sword as my weapon, my Queen, yoe kize choice between the staff or
sword" The bard's eyes slightly widen to this, Badn't expected this. Gabrielle was
sure Lysia would challenge her with only being ablese the sword, knowing she
couldn't use it what so ever. Now the bard feltficamce wash over her, she wanted
to fight now, a chance. Knowing it wasn't fully leecision, Gabrielle looked behind
Lysia spotting her soulmate.



Xena sighed, knowing what her lover was askingughoher eyes and their
connection. The warrior was rather confident thatlbard could handle this challenge
and if she couldn't, Xena would take care of ite Bx-warlord continued to stare
straight at her bard with answering eyes as shdawter agreement. The Amazon
Queen tore her gaze from her partner and grinneklealy at the brown hair Amazon.

"The staff" The tall Amazon nodded as she threwshef into the crowd knowing
somebody would easily catch it. Reaching behindtilg sound that was heard was
the unsheathing of Lysia's sword. Once more thevtamen circled each other,
knowing the high stakes of losing. The on lookeasalved with intent to see their
Queen in action, learning of her abilities. Xer@osttense, her sense at their peak,
ready to move with in a heartbeat at the sign afjda Ephiny just stared, not
believing Gabrielle had decided to fight againssibyherself and not Xena. Looking
to her left the curly blond spotted Solari and Bpanaking their way to Xena's side
and stood beside them. Solari was the only onay@sything.

"That's one dangerous and confident Queen out'tiidestall warrior looked down at
the brown haired Amazon and smiled then turnedefies back to her soulmate.

The bard was the first to make her move bring tedf down low to the brown hair
Amazon's knees. Lysia easily stepped back outeoividny, and then thrusted her
sword forward at the bard. Gabrielle easily de#idat and stepped back, with Lysia
advancing on her as she grinned at the blond. Quilc& tall Amazon brought her
sword down on Gabrielle, the bard stopping it. Adaysia brought it down in a fast
rapid movement, stroke after stroke above the baehd. Gabrielle continued to hold
the staff above her head blocking the sword as@dlesingle steps backwards. Xena
watched, biting her lower lip, knowing this wasppang her bard and meant to
distract and tire her down. Lysia took her operand continued to bring her sword
down, and then once more this time she did a higly Klamming the bard hard in her
stomach. The bard bent over, but managed to keegtdféabove to stop the sword
coming down. She then quickly brought the end ofstaff around, hitting Lysia on
the side of her ribs.

The tall Amazon stepped back and flicked her wriaking her sword spin around.
She then slashed her sword out at the Amazon QG=djelle bring her staff

vertical to stop the sword. The bard then tookea Siack, giving herself a quick
second to come up with a plan. The Amazon shookéad at the blond and grimace
stepping up to the bard, not expecting anythingzednlose enough, Gabrielle dropped
herself to the ground holding her staff out andogdiit in front of her at the

Amazon's feet. Lysia's feet were taken out fromeureer, she landed hard on her butt
and she quickly recoiled herself, jumping back agher feet. The brown-haired
Amazon growled in frustration, and quickly lungeavward with her sword bring it
down over the bard. Gabrielle brought her stafquiekly but the Amazon didn't
release and used her height to pressure down ddhé.

The Amazon Queen used her strength against thewtman pressing down on her.
She then decided to pay back to Lysia from eaalnet kicked high up, hitting the
Amazon in the chest. The woman released her swioottistaking a step back to
breathe as she glared at the bard. Gabrielle stchakeshe stood in front of her with
her staff in fighting stance, angering the Amadogysia then ran up to the bard,
jumping up into the air and then kicking, doingeafpct scissor kick. The brown hair



Amazon managed to nock the bard's staff out ohkhads, flying high into the air
landing off to left of the bard. Lysia evilly gried and kicking hard at Gabrielle in the
stomach, knocking the bard to the ground on hek.bac

Xena's eyes widen at the site, she quickly movedhéed down to her chakram as she
watched Lysia's bring her sword up to strike dowtha bard's chest. The warrior
then saw Gabirielle bring her right elbow up ongh®und, knowing what the bard
planned. As the tall Amazon brought her sword dawe bard rolled off to her left
towards her staff, while the sword crashed intogitweind. Lysia stared for a second
shocked, then realized as to what happened anddaokher right, but was to late.
Gabrielle was on her knees with her staff makingtact with Lysia's face, then
brought her staff around to hit the Amazon's féae tall Amazon hit the ground,
while Gabrielle spun in 180-degree circle comingkbaround standing tall then
kicking the Amazon's sword across the sparrindecifthe bard glared down as she
jabbed her staff into Lysia's throat once more ga@ad power coursing through her.
Then the Queen of the Amazons said in a loud, idatmg voice she learned to use
from her soulmate.

"Do you yield?" The Amazon tried to speak, but dotl with the staff pressed so
hard against her throat, so she just nodded inem3We bard then removed her staff
and watched as the Amazon began to stand. Buanhéigsia stayed on her knees
before Gabrielle, her head hung down as she spokeribest voice.

"I bow and yield before Queen Gabrielle. | surrendg life to her, my life is no
longer to be commanded by Queen Hippolyte, but pynew Queen Gabrielle” The
bard looked down a bit stunned at the words. Qt#ppolyte, the strongest and
mightiest Amazon Queen ever? Gabrielle felt hergelh somewhat weak, not
believe she just had one of Hippolyte's mighty veasrhand their life over to her to
command, let alone fight them. Now Lysia stood bagkwith a small smile on her
lips and a new found respect in her eyes for thmmgdueen. The bard raked a hand
through her hair, watching the Amazon warrior ma&eway through the crowd in
the sparring circle. Now Gabrielle felt the presen€her soulmate coming up behind
her, powerful hands clasping the blond's shouldére.small woman smiled to
herself and turned around to face her tall lovéromy smiled down to her with pride
held in sky blue eyes. Gabrielle then could feeték begin to slightly shake at the
realization she had almost lost her life. Xena batigs and quickly wrapped her
arms around her partner pulling her in tight. Thediirembled a few times letting the
little fear run its small course. The warrior haén lowered her head to the bard's ear,
whispering to her.

"You okay love?" The blond nodded against thewalnan's chest and listened as her
soulmate spoke to her again in a quiet voice. "getback to the hut so you can catch
your breath" Gabrielle nodded once more and feltetk-warlord drop her arms, then
reaching to her leather clad side. Xena easily akéd a water skin from her left side
and handed ir to her partner, who took it gratgfulhe bard hadn't realized till now
just how dry her mouth was from all the fightingKing a few gulps, the small
woman let herself be led through the Amazons tosvérdir hut. The warrior opened
the door and let her soulmate walk through, clogibghind herself. Xena leaned
against the door as she watched her lover walk tovgre bed dropping her staff and
water skin on top. She then sighed and sat dowtheobed as well, raking her small
hands through her hair once more. Gabrielle fatkbbegs hanging off the bedside as
she let her body slowly relax from earlier. Thé wvaman grinned at the site as she



padded over, sitting on the bed beside her compaiiitoe bard had her hands resting
over her eyes as she tried to mentally calm hesesethat were still jumping. Xena
reach down and grasped the small hands and moead flacing the bard's hands on
her stomach, the watrrior leaving her hand on topalbrielle’s. "That was impressive
Gabrielle" The blond didn't respond right away, statred up at the warrior as she let
the words soak in. Now a smile formed on the baigbsas she spoke in normal tone.

"Thanks Xena" The warrior grinned as she leanedndamd kissed the bard gentle,
still leaving the bard faintly breathless. Once Xé&nought her head back up, the
small woman dropped her gaze sighing, then shételkvarm hand tighten on her's
in response. The Amazon Queen looked back up in®dyes, making her smile.
"Xena you think we could possibly get out of hdms afternoon?" The warrior gazed
down into serious eyes as she considered the mkataugged her shoulders.

"I don't see why not. Did you have a certain plgme wanted to head for?" The bard
then let a smirk form on her warm lips, a smallrkjgacoming to her eyes.

"Well | thought we could kind of stick to our ol plans, head to Amphipolis. |
wouldn't mind taking some time off, just you andhat you think?" A pause as
Gabrielle shrugged her shoulders. "Been a few siechave had a vacation” The
older woman smiled warmly at the small woman.

"Sounds like a great idea" The warrior then pauwsseshe thought for a moment. "l do
want to stop at a village once we get through tbemtains. | need to get a new
sharpening stone" The bard nodded and then rodeehdrup for a moment to look
across the room to her satchel with her scrollse. @bpped her head back down on
the bed and looked back to her soulmate.

"I need to get some more scrolls while we are th@oeyou think we'll make it to
Amphipolis by tomorrow afternoon?" The tall womawdded her answer as she
chewed on that question.

"Yeah we should, no later then dusk. Come on letged something to eat, find
Ephiny, and get out of here. | am kind of readgebback on the road" The bard
chuckled to herself as she sat back up and gratdrestaff and heading out of her
guarters with her soulmate. Gabrielle was more tkady to leave the village, find
time to rest her mind. The bard knew things wowddalm for awhile, the Nation was
well on its way to being repaired from Velascatack.

~Fk Kk

Xena pulled the leather strap taut as she listeméér lover and friend talk back and
forth gossipy. The warrior shook her head as gfistfed up saddling Argo and then
turning back around to her partner and the Regent.

"We are ready" Gabrielle stopped talking looketi¢o soulmate as she stepped up
beside her, the warhorse's reins in hand. Thethandd back to the curly-blond and
leaned in, hugging her tightly. Ephiny hugged hiemid back in equal force, pulling
back while smiling. She then looked to the talthea-clad woman, who grinned back
and handed the reins to Gabrielle. Xena took afstggard and hugged the Regent
tightly, Ephiny almost getting the wind knocked ofiher. Releasing the smaller
woman, the warrior stepped back as the Amazon @ulifgr a moment and looked
back to the two females.



"You two be careful, was great seeing you. Andoiace, please visit under better
circumstances next time" The blond chuckled whike gtoic warrior grinned to the
other woman. The bard was the one to respond\veatsvoice, happy to be off
traveling again.

"You take care of yourself too Ephiny. Keep Sotart of trouble will you" The

Regent nodded as she chuckled at the request anobdegaas the two women began to
head out of the barn towards the gates. Ephinyybled to the small bard before she
couldn't hear her.

"Great staff work today Queen Gabrielle" The baaked back and smiled as she
waved and yelled back.

"Thanks Ephiny, see you soon" The Regent grinnédtbtself as she waved to her
friends, both women waving back before going thiothge gates. The Amazon smiled
as she watched her friends disappear behind tkeargatthe world.

~F kK

A small figure stood at the top of the hill as thegked down at the village far below.
Beside the small form was a large war-horse, agtdark figure sat up high in the
saddle, gazing down at the town. Now the tall fen@ad the war-horse brought her
feet out of the stirrups and neatly landed ontogtfoeind beside the small blond. The
tall warrior then looked up into the sky to see dha just beginning it's decent, more
then half of the day had gone by. She then loolest ko her smaller partner who
continued to gaze down at the village, wind bruglnar bangs back.

"Looks pretty busy Xena" The Warrior Princess nablde the bard looked up to her
soulmate with a serious face. Sky blue eyes thekeld down to meet a pair of loving
emerald eyes, making Xena grin.

"Come on, lets get down there before it gets asydduA small smile twitched on the
bard's lips as the two women began to make theirdeavn the hill side into town.
Once the pair made their way into the village tgeickly caught sight of a barn to
leave Argo within. The two females easily madertiagy to the barn through the
rather large crowd. Ducking under the over hangatagior straighten back up to see
a small boy looking back up at her.

Xena looked directly at him, using her height atndrggth to intimidate him as she
talked in a stern voice. "You taking care of theb##s?" The small boy nodded his
head as he gazed into strong intense blue eyes.y@atake care of my horse for a
candle marks or two?" Once again the small boy eddds head as the warrior
handed him Argo's reins. Then the tall woman mdyestk to her saddlebag's to
retrieve a small pouch along with the bard's s@aithel. She withdrew two dinars
handing them to the small boy, whom nodded witmalksmile and led Argo back
into the building. The leather-clad woman then wedlback out with her lover right
beside her. Xena walked over to the side of tHalestaand turned to her smaller
companion, handing the bard her satchel.

"Why don't we split up. | think we'll get out of treequicker, this crowd is getting
thicker" The bard nodded as she watched the watigpthrough the pouch and pulled
out ten dinars, giving them to Gabrielle. She tloeked back up to the dark warrior
with a small smile.



"Where do you want to meet up?" Xena began toajrthe question as she looked
into serious eyes.

"Let's meet here within a candlemark. You think feanough time to find some
scrolls?" The bard nodded in answer as she felivireor step closer. Xena then
leaned down and placed a gentle kiss on the Hagrsl'and straightened back up with
a stern face. "Be careful love, and if you arelyautk here on the dot, I'll tear up this
town looking for you" The Amazon Queen chuckledlas reached up, squeezing the
warrior's arm briefly.

"Don't worry | will be, don't start up any fightsvithout me" The tall woman rolled
her eyes as she turned to head off into the cr@adrielle followed the tall woman
with her eyes, watching her slowly disappear withi&a people. Turning around,
Gabrielle took a deep breath and began her owngyuwithin the town. Slowly she
weaved in and out of the people, making her waleéanarket she had spotted earlier
while on top of the hill. After taking a few morages, the bard came across the
market and spotted the stands in front of her.dgfekly padded over to them,
searching them with her eyes looking for a scitalhd. Passing five stands, the blond
spotted the one she had been hoping for. Gabwellked over to the left through the
crowd and stepped up to the stand. She gazed dave table containing different
items of writing products. There were variety ahts; scrolls, quills, ink, ink wells,
stamps with wax, tubes for the scrolls, leatheinga®verything a bard could want or
need. The small woman sighed wishing she could baeeof everything on the table,
but knew she couldn't with the small amount of nydoetween her and Xena.
Reaching down, the bard picked up a scroll fedlsdamiliar texture.

"Ah yes the parchments are rather popular, espeeigh the bard's around here"
Green eyes looked up to meet a pair of amber eyaagiback at her.

"Well | need to get about five scrolls, do you hameugh?" The merchant grinned
slightly and nodded his large head.

"I believe | might just have enough, but there fsavy price on this merchandise"
The bard began to grin to herself, feeling her tiagjon side coming to life, a good
haggle.

"Well...it's pricey huh? Hmmm | saw another staridtie ways back with lower
prices" The man's brown eye brows shot up at th#ment and he began to hassle
talk.

"Um, well maybe | can make a deal with you young'ohhen there was a pause as he
gazed at his own products on the stand tablegiVé you the five scrolls for ten
dinars" The blond's eyes slightly widen at that@rshe then sighed dramatically.

"I don't know | think that other stand was sellinge parchments for five dinars.
Maybe I'll head down to that one, thanks any wag'@abrielle turned around, a large
hand grasped her wrist quickly.

"Wait little one, I'll give you the five parchmerfts...eight dinars” The Amazon
Queen turned around to face the man with a skeptick as he released her wrist.

"Hmmm how about five dinars?" The brown haired rfrawned at that price and



looked down at the scroll on the wood table.

"Seven dinars?" Gabrielle looked at the amber #yas back at the table, her eyes
going to the ink in the small bottle. Slowly a gfaymed on her lips.

"I'll pay six dinars for the five scrolls and betif ink” The large man sighed as he
brought up his right hand, rubbing his chin ashoight about it. He then looked to
the blond and smiled some.

"All right deal" Gabrielle smiled sweetly as shdlected six dinars from a small
pouch she had placed them in earlier. Handing tioetine merchant, Gabrielle
retrieved the five scrolls and ink from the mardsdis then placed them within her
satchel with the pouch of four dinars. The barddeabito the man as he smiled to her,
she quickly turned around and made her way throngtket to gaze at other stands.
Spotting a piece of something gold, the blond Edobver to the item across the
market place. Gazing down at the small item thdtdsught her eye, a medium size
pure gold band. The bard grinned to herself reaizvhat the ring was meant for.
Looking back up from the jewelry stand, Gabriellened around to face the direction
she had came from. After completely turning around, tall men stepped up in front
of the young woman. Gabrielle stared up at theshadeaned against her staff, her
satchel hanging on her other side. The two menrbtgalightly grin at the bard as
they took notice to her. The bard studied thenmafeecond, warriors, leather clad, and
swords hanging from their right side. The one torlght looked stronger as well as
older, his brown hair short and hazel eyes gleamihg second one was no more
then a few years old then Gabrielle, with his bltwad oily and hands covered in
grime and brown eyes undressing the bard. The dmtekd realizing the situation,
time to talk her way out of this one then fighttlas

"So where you headed to little one?" Gabrielle@drher head a little to her right to
stare at the old warrior. His smirk more evidenhtnface as he talked with a
sarcastic voice.

Gabrielle grinned as she spoke in a mocking tone.

"Not any where with you boys" The younger warritipstwitched a little and then let
a grin form on his lips. Next he reached out, gragghe small woman's mid left arm
tightly. Gabrielle looked at his hand briefly thelrugged it off, only making the two
men laugh in amusement. The bard tried her bestttoalm and stoic, but she
couldn't deny her pounding heart with in her claest her sweating palms. "Look
boys | am not in the mood to deal with you" Agdie two men laughed at the small
woman, enjoying her feistiness. Now it was the pldarrior that reach out grasping
the bard's shoulders tightly and then pulling heslose to him. The blond growled
some in annoyance and brought her staff down ohdmsls, making him release her.
Gabrielle then stepped back away from them, hérattéhe ready. The older warrior
rubbed his arms as he glared at the bard, hazelfighing with anger. He then
reached to his side unsheathing his sword waitndpik friend to do the same. The
bard's heart had picked up it's pace as she megptalbared to fight two warriors
larger then her.

As they stepped up close to her, Gabrielle coudtigemething calm her sense all of a
sudden. Warmth spread through her and her hearethately answered the question
her mind asked to why her senses relaxed. The t&rogtared at her as the younger



one stepped more to her left the other her righé Bard dropped her fighting stance
and just smirked at the warriors, causing thendp and look at each other in
guestion.

Then both men looked back to the bard and saw abydhe young woman had
relaxed. Gabrielle leaned back some into somettirmng and warm, while still
grinning to the men. Now a strong threatening voareg through the air, sending
chills down the two warrior's spines.

"You mess with the bard, you mess with me" The gowarrior and older warrior
looked up into cold blue eyes that held an unsgdakamount of strength and anger.
Both men straightened up and easily sheathedsh@irds taking steps backwards as
they began to turn around and disappeared intortived. Steel cold blue eyes
watched them as they went into the crowd, losimgrtlafter awhile. Gabrielle sighed
a shaky breath in reaction to them leaving andkbse call again. Then she felt to
warm hands clasp onto her shoulders, squeakintiythen relaxing once more. The
bard dropped her head back into cold bronze mathl@ked up into clear eyes that
warmed to her. She smiled some.

"Thanks, how did you find me?" A small grinned fadnon the tall woman's lips as
she looked down.

"| followed my heart" The bard continued to stapewith a confused look masking
her features, the warrior understanding it. "I kn@u were in trouble and | followed
my heart to bring me to you" The bard's eyes wafdeused as she looked beyond
the tall woman as she took in the words. Lookingkbthe blond smiled to her
soulmate her understanding.

"I think | know what you mean. Like a connectiortivbeen us?" A slight grin etched
onto the warrior's lips as she nodded.

"Yeah exactly" Gabrielle's smile broadens as stagéttens back up then reached into
her satchel, extracting her four leftover dinanstning around, the bard handed the
coins to the older female. Now the Amazon Queeallfirtook notice to the small
leather bag hanging from her lover's left side X&sa took the dinars from her
soulmate, she lifted an eyebrow in question overotiher woman's expression.
Following the bard's gaze, the warrior chuckledlzes looked at the bag to her side
then back to Gabrielle. The smaller woman thendodack up to an amused face.

"What do you have stashed away in there?" Now twior began to grin down at
her friend as she tried to hide her secret.

"Nothing you won't find out about soon" The womauged as she looked up to see
that the amount of people had picked up withintttven. "Come on we need to get
out of this place before we get stuck here" Galeri@loke her gaze from the tall
woman to see the people flooding into the vill&gjee shook her head at the site, not
believing the small town could hold this many peodlhe warrior reached into her
brown bag to her side opening it then droppingftlse coins within. She then
grasped the smaller woman's shoulders directingnkethe main part of the street.
As they made their way into the swarm of people,rdven-haired beauty kept her
hands on top of the blond's shoulders to keeproatterol of the situation.

The warrior continually was bumped into, firing lager up. Her soulmate was



having a worse time, getting knocked off to theesad out of the way, angering the
warrior even more. Xena a number of times stoothllias she could to better see
where she was headed through the people, but &éeanas having a hard time
looking over. Feeling the frustration consume teg, warrior took a deep breath as
she led her soulmate off to the side of the street.

"Xena, we are going to never make it to the stawids all these people" The Warrior
Princess looked from the rush of humanity to heeto

"Yeah | know" Xena began to look around at her@umdings as an idea came to
mind, looking beyond the bard. The warrior grinmesdshe found what she needed and
walked over to it with Gabrielle behind her. Starglin front of the wooden fence
that held a few horses within, the older womanedrback to her lover with a small
grin. "Give me your staff and satchel Gabrielle'eTdard arched an eyebrow at the
request as she moved closer to the fence and hémel@dhrrior her wooden staff.
Then she pulled the strap of the satchel over éad halso handing it to her soulmate.
She watched as the warrior hooked the bard'stst&kr right side. Looking back to
the smaller woman, Xena took the leather bag aoddht it over her head, letting it
hang below the small bag on her left side. "Nownblito the top of the fence" Now
the blond's eyes widen as she realized what hémste planned to do.

"Xena you know | hate heights" The warrior sighedhe stepped up closer to her
lover with blue eyes going serious.

"Trust me Gabrielle, | won't let anything happemielbard grinned some as she
turned around to climb the wooden fence, up thodesp As she climbed, the small
woman whispered something back to the watrrior.

"With my life" Xena grinned at the statement as sti& Gabrielle reach the final
wooden horizontal pole and walked up to the batanihg around the leather-clad
woman felt small warm hands fall onto her shouldeushing down lightly.

Following the physical command, the tall woman Hesrtlegs and came down to the
ground on her one knee. Now she felt weight convendan both shoulders, warm

soft legs draping over her shoulders and chestri@ks small hands began to wrap
around Xena's neck as the bard leaned forwardewhibng hands reached up to
grasped the blond's leather cover ankles. Sloveyah woman rose back up to her
full height, the bard taking a deep breath in respo Then the warrior spoke up to her
lover in a soothing yet concern manner.

"You okay Gabrielle?" The bard nodded as she spokmall voice.

"Yeah, can see everything from up here though"waeior chuckled as she began to
walk into the crowd with stoic and strong expressiovering her appearance.

"Yup, do you see the stables? You're the navigdib€e'bard didn't respond right
away, but began to look around. She saw small lspt&eerns, and a number of
people's heads. Continuing to scan the town, thazam Queen finally spotted a
small dark brown stable where Argo was patientlytinvg.

"Found it" The tall woman nodded some as she coatlrto weave in and out of the
people. Xena kept a steady pace, glaring at thasome persons who looked at the
dual with odd or disgusted looks. She then respbtaé&er small friend resting on
her shoulders.



"Tell me when we start getting close" The small veonmodded as she continued to
scan the crowd, catching site of all the diffeddntls of people. The bard took a deep
breath and slowly released it, then she felt asziat her ankles then the warm
hands loosen on her ankles. "Why do you thinkhedse people are here?" Xena
stepped to her right, dodging two running childasrthey made their way through the
mass of people.

"They're having a festival in honor of Dionysusattea two men talking about it
when | went to buy my whet stone" Now the smalhbl@huckled, the warrior
wondering as to why.

"Then we better get out of here...for your sake" fdllewarrior chuckled as she kept
an eye on the people around her. Slowly she leinawg at her lips, remembering her
and her soulmate's last encounter at a Dionystisdes<ena had thought she'd seen
ever side to her lover until that night on theifedt She began to lose herself in the
memory as she sidestepped extensive amounts oliepaag continued to make her
way down the overran main street to the stableena®" The Warrior Princess
slightly shook her head, Gabrielle feeling the muoeat.

"Yeah?" The bard faintly grinned to herself.

"So you bought a whet stone? Funny, the last tinleetked the saddle bags there
were two whet stones inside" The dark-haired wolither lower lip as she walked,
angered with herself for not remembering that steady had plenty of sharpening
stones and that her bard would have checked. Th&ws mind worked quickly to
try to think of an easy way around the conversatibnand.

"Well | wanted to get a third spare" A skepticadkocovered the bard's features as she
realized her soulmate was trying to hide something.

"Uh huh" The tall female felt the back of her motdrher molars as she came up with
a response. A small smirk formed at the warrigp's &s she talked to her partner in a
playful tone.

"So its okay for you to have three quills and sebkamk scrolls at a time, but not all
right for me to have three sharpening stones iate' The Amazon Queen chuckled
as she gazed around at the town, spotting thedvex® more. She mentally began to
calculate how much longer it would take for thenmiake it the stalls while she
replied to her soulmate.

"Hmmm yes actually" Xena chuckled some at her satéfa words, then she felt the
intake of breath, knowing her bard was going taticoe. "But | suppose | can
understand what you are saying"

"Thanks" The younger woman grinned to herself @ssgiotted two people she
recognized within the crowd, she then leaned daweidser to her companion's right
ear. She then quietly whispered something to lover.

"There's our two favorite boys over there to tHelg the entrance to that tavern” The
warrior nodded her understanding, spotting therivede warriors earlier. They leaned
against a post to the entranceway, watching pemgtes and go by the tavern and in
and out. Xena kept her stoic mask on, watching tliem the corner of her eyes.
Gabrielle by then had straightened back up and ¢meklast glance at the two men



the looked back to the stables. "We're almostécsthbles" Xena looked around,
starting to quickly recognize the area and buildiagound her. She began to swiftly
recall her way back to the barn from here.

"You know Gabrielle, you did a beautiful job todaith handling Lysia" The bard's
face turned a bit stunned by the random comment frer normally stoic warrior.
Now she wondered as to why her partner just brotigtitup out of the blue. The bard
fidgeted for a second by readjusting her handsrafdiie tall woman's neck, then
replied.

"Thanks" A pause. "What did Eph say about it?" Sundglthe warrior chuckled as she
commemorated what had happened after the challetgeen the bard and Amazon
warrior.

"Its more like what she didn't say" Now the warpaused for a second as she
stopped herself from running into three chatteviiognen. Watching them pass by,

the tall woman began to amble back towards thdestatEphiny was rather stunned
as well as dumb founded that her Queen had so talertit. She hasn't seen you really
work with your staff since you first became the Aroa Princess" The blond

chuckled as she remembered the entire challengh@manuch her heart pounded
from the intensity and thrill of the fight.

"Hmm that should keep those Amazons talking forisN# ping of pride coursed
through the warrior as she thought of the Amazahsng about her soulmate's
amazing staff work.

"I am sure they will be. Ep said she hasn't seahlthlliant amount of staff work in a
long time since she has been weapons master. falastared at you and kept a large
smirk on her face" The bard chuckled again as ahetlse stables become large then
retorted back to her partner.

"Good, that should keep them all from wonderinghia future" The older woman
grinned while she spotted the stables about nindied paces away from her.

"l think you got their leathers all wadded up" Ntwve bard bursts into a fit of giggles
as she mentally imagined the picture. The warrsowall laughed some while keeping
a tight grip on her soulmate's ankles, supporterg hiaking a few more large steps
the warrior made her way next to the barn as dh&#dbrielle finally settle down and
control her laughter. The bard coughed, clearinghm@at and took notice to finally
being at the stable. The warrior stepped clostrdmver hang of the stable, then the
bard felt the warrior's hands leave her ankles.

"Hold on" Without anymore notice to Gabrielle, Xeneached up, grasping the bard's
sides and lifted her up over her head, the youwgenan squealing for a moment in
reaction. Gently the tall female settled the Ama@ueen back down on the ground,
with the blond's small back to her. Gabrielle taraeound and watched her partner
remove her satchel from her leather-clad side Hagded it to the bard. The small
woman gratefully took it, settling it over her lsttoulder and watching the warrior
unhook the bard's staff. Xena handed her friendAthazon staff then instinctively
adjusted the sword on her back. The warrior thetdad her head to her right,
directing for the bard to head into the stable 3imaller woman stepped inside first,
with the warrior right behind, who walked uppedibdesher. The warrior's eyes
scanned the inside looking for the small boy, sgéim quickly make his way out of



a stall at the far end. The young boy closed tak @gbor, then jogged up to the pair.
He looked up into blue eyes, not saying anythirgylaimked twice. "I'd like my horse
back now" The child faintly nodded then scurrietliofo the back of the barn once
more. Soon to follow was the sound of hoof beathayoung man reappeared, reins
in hand and a large mare in tow. The warrior waslbd the reins whom took them
with ease as she smiled to the boy while she slipyp® an extra two dinars. The
young boy smiled back up at her then quickly vamisback into the stalls. With grace
the warrior stepped outside with Argo behind, thedbwalking next to her. Once they
made their way back out into the busy streets Xwa@amled directly for the way they
entered the village earlier. Argo made it easiettie bard and Warrior Princess to get
through the people, considering the mare took kg @f space. Xena stopped as she
reached the out skirts of the busy village andddrno the bard.

"Here let me put that back up" Gabrielle knew wdtag meant and removed her scroll
bag from her side, handing it to the tall femalenX slung it on the back of the
saddlebag, stowed away safely. Giving the satamellast pat, the warrior walked in
front of the mare, reins in hand, the bard rigtithe her, staff in hand.

"I saw that" The warrior looked to her soulmatehnatraised eyebrow and spoke with
a deep tone.

"Saw what?" The bard chuckled as she placed hehfnad on Xena's upper arm then
dropped it.

"Saw you give the boy two extra dinars" Slowly angireased the tall form's lips as
she gazed down at the bard.

"Yeah well...you know how it is" Gabrielle looked kaghead as they neared the dirt
path from earlier. She figured that they would epdsleeping on the road tonight and
reach Amphipolis by tomorrow afternoon.

"I think | do™" A pause. "You think we'll make Ampdulis by tomorrow?" Xena
caught the direction the conversation was headel@ whe climbed the remainder of
the small hillside.

"Yyesss, we should be there by then. Why?" The pasthed herself up onto the dirt
path, hearing Argo do the same by the clank ohthefs. The blond took a deep
breath and raised her free hand up making a jesterds the road.

"Oh just wondering, no reason" Her arm fell backby side as she walked with a
quick gate to match her soulmates. The tall warraded her head then for a
moment, suspicion still evident in her blue eyesnXthen turned her eyes to the war-
horse beside her, she slowed her pace down. Argednm little head of it's keeper,
then she felt weight come onto her back. The danket warrior had jumped up onto
the mare's back, reins in hand, back straighingitall. The bard looked up briefly

and grinned to see the warrior's stoic form maskiegfeatures. She looked back
down the road as she posed a question for hgragher.

"Xena?" Xena kept her sights ahead, watching alsbheroundings in normal habit.

"Yesss?" A small smirked creeped onto the blompksdt her lover's tone, she loved
it. Then Gabrielle retorted, but hastily, her wojalmbled together.



"l was kinda wondering if we should consider, wRlk is if you only want, 'cause |
know how you are and..." The Amazon Queen was chyahe impatient warrior
whom talked in a low hard tone, but kept a griryipig on her lips.

"Gggabrieeelle, just spit it out” Gabrielle chuakler a second, took a deep breath as
she brought her free hand up to rub the back ohbek. She looked up to meet blue
eyes, then she turned her head to look at theagaith, dropping her hand and finally
responding.

"l just wanted to see if you've considered whettoer wanted to show...affection in
public or not" Xena smiled to herself as she kegpsélf still in the saddle, considering
the statement. Slowly the warrior's smile droppeer ahe realization of something.
Xena didn't like the fact Gabrielle thought the m@rwas in charge of the
relationship. The Warrior Princess then felt gwidtsh over her, knowing it had
always been her that made the final dissuasiotigeipartnership. The warrior
mentally cursed herself and made her last dissmasidier own to make sure that her
bard had as much control over their relationshipresdid.

For awhile the bard thought her soulmate wouldmsinger. Then she saw the mare
stop walking, so Gabrielle did and looked to harlsate. Blue and green eyes locked
for a brief moment, the bard knew what she saidthgded something deep inside of
her soulmate.

"Gabrielle..." The watrrior didn't know how to phrasall, her words confused. She
closed her mouth briefly to organize her thougtitsn was about ready to say
something when she heard the sounds of somebo#éyngalown the road towards
them. The warrior cursed under her breath in amdtimguage the bard didn't catch.
They both looked to the person walking down thelnwéh a noisy and loud gate.
The two soulmates felt their happiness drop overpiérson coming down the road.

Joxer

Gabrielle sighed, it had to be him. Xena lookearfrihe skinny man to her bard with
serious blue eyes. "We'll talk about this lateampise” Gabrielle smiled up at the
warrior and nodded as she heard her name, weélirhlr nickname called out to her.

"Gabby!" The warrior wannabe quickly jogged the ishe distance and came up to
the pair, he patted the bard on the shoulder anlédmno her. Gabrielle smiled back,
still a bit angry over his timing. He then lookepl to lock eyes with the stoic watrrior,
he slightly smiled up to her, still not use to Beength.

"Hi Joxer" The man's smile turned a bit brightethat acknowledgment, he then
looked back to Gabrielle with the same smile.

"So exactly where are my two chums headed too?ti€bhuffed for a moment and
made Xena grin to herself, the bard answered thstoun with a light voice.

"We are headed towards Amphipolis” Joxer's eyeemwid happiness.

"Really? Well great I'll come with you guys, wasated in that direction any way"
The warrior raised an eyebrow behind his backptre voiced what Xena was
thinking.



"Joxer, you were cominfjom the direction of Amphipolis” The wannabe warrior's
eyebrow's lifted up a little ways, then he smiledite blond.

"Oh | know Gabby, but | saw you and Xena and thoduighould escort you two
there" The Amazon Queen shook her head and thé&edodown to the ground,
turning her head some to look up to her partnee. Warrior smirked to her soulmate
and shrugged her shoulders, then Gabrielle lookeH to her friend.

"Come on"

All three friends set out on their journey soutivéods Amphipolis. The bard was
more than excited to have a break soon, she mgntdided one. After her third bad
encounter with Velasca she wasn't sure she couldi&@anuch more fighting.
Gabrielle knew her soulmate knew this as well, rsieer up forward expressed it to
Xena. The warrior could see right threw the AmaQureen, it always astounded
Gabrielle. But Gabrielle could always see righotlgh her soulmate as well, it was
equal. The bard knew her soulmate was itchingttdasin with her privately and talk
to her about what's been going through Gabriethéesl.

Xena had taken notice to the fact the bard wagiting any scrolls ever since she
died. She was happy though with the fact that belnsate had bought scrolls in the
market, but wasn't completely content. The warkitew the dreams as well haunted
her soulmate every night. She hoped that the veetiezl time in Amphipolis with
relaxation will help the bard heal. Xena had tweoning questions to ask her
soulmate that were inside her that could greatlcakverything that she had. But she
had to wait, wait for the right place, the righmhé, for the right reasons.

The group at first didn't talk much, everybody lwstheir own thoughts. Then the
smaller female struck up a conversation with Jakeut his recent travels. Then the
man asked the bard about her recent adventurets Wien Gabrielle had lost her
smile and grim facial expression took over, Joranediately regretting it and
apologized. The blond had brushed off the apolbgy twent into bardic mode,
telling the earliest stories Joxer hadn't hear@. &isily left out the more recent tales,
this not going unnoticed.

By late afternoon Xena had announced that she wiag ¢p ride ahead some and give
Argo a workout. Gabrielle had looked up into thenea's eyes with a smile. The
bard's mind was sent into wonderment over theHdacsoulmate had that certain
twinkle to her blue eye®hat is that warrior up to now@abrielle mentally huffed to
herself as she watched the warrior and mare disagbead into a gallop. For a half
of a candlemark Joxer and the young female didg'asything as the walked along
the dusty road. No sight of the warrior either. Ewally the bard's pace had slowed
up some, Joxer walking ahead of Gabrielle, thevaagy wearing on the bard quickly.
The small female raked her hands through bangseakseked around, hoping Xena
would just show up any heartbeat. Having no luck,ldard kept trudging on, Joxer
moving a little more ahead and not taking muchasoto things around him.

Then there was a small rustled in the woods thatllthe road, rather close to the
bard. Gabrielle looked to where she heard the squstdseeing anything, she
dismissed it as an animal. With no warning, a foame out of the woods, wrapped
an arm around her waist and a hand over her mdathbard couldn't move, her staff
pinned against her body along with her arms. Ghéneas towed into the woods



with hardly any sounds made, a very faint muffledredl was made by the bard's
mouth and was heard. Joxer turned around to wheefigitred his friend to be.

"Gabby?" Getting no response, he shrugged his damuand mumbled to himself.
"Musta gone to relieve herself or something" Jestarted walking again down the
long road, not taking much thought of what happened

The bard stayed very still as she felt the largenfstop moving and wait for Joxer to
keep moving. Gabrielle then began to take reabmgpihysically of this person. They
were tall, strong, had leather on, very warm, shift, and smelled just like her
soulmate. A large grin formed on the bard's lips,tall person knew the bard had
taken notice by feeling her lips form into a gi8towly the large hand over Gabrielle's
mouth dropped and moved to her waist, the barcetkdack into the tall form, her
staff resting against her right shoulder. They adhiill Joxer was far enough so they
could talk. The blond straightened back up anderin the warrior's embrace and
grinned up at the twinkling blue eyes.

"Sneaky" Xena chuckled as she let a grin form arlipe as well, she turned her head
to left to look over at the road, not spotting amy¥a She looked back to the bard as
she brought one hand up, idly running her largelhgnand down the bard's back.
"Where's Argo?" The tall female nodded her hedaetoright, behind the bard.
Gabrielle turned in the warrior's arms to her IBight beside them stood Argo, head
down on the forest floor, nuzzling through leavasking for grass. The bard giggled
at herself and brought her hand up to cover hermwauth. She dropped it and turned
back to the warrior. "Okay | am not with it, | arary tired" Again the warrior
chuckled at the bard's words as she dropped hdrdwan some and placed a kiss on
her partner's forehead.

"Kind of thought you were tired of walking...and Jok&he blond rolled her eyes
briefly and brought her free hand up to rest onvtherior's hips.

"He's a nice guy and all, just bad timing" The warsnorted in agreement then she
stopped her back rubbing to bring her hand upedtird's face. Xena brushed back a
small piece of stray strawberry-blond hair behirabfelle's ear as she smiled. The
Amazon Queen leaned into the touch, then sighedntentment, glad to have her
soulmate around again.

"l found a great camping spot for the night. | wanit mind getting there a candle
mark or so ahead of Joxer. Want to teach you amewe" The younger woman
arched a brown eyebrow at her soulmate at théiast information.

"A new move?" The ex-warlord grinned as she rebt#t of her large hands on the
small form's waist.

"Well a move we both can do" The bard grinned al ageshe stood up on tiptoe,
placing a light kiss to her warrior's lips.

"This sounds like fun" Xena chuckled deeply asdiopped her hands from the bard's
body. Both soulmates made their way over to Argmping up onto the mare and
galloping along distance ahead of Joxer.

~*Part 2*~



The golden war-horse nickered some as she dropgeueld back down into the
patch of thick green grass. She ripped some grassthe ground and chopped down
on the food. The horse listened to sounds of twmermtalking back and forth, one
voice a bit skeptical the other had certainty.

"Gabirielle this will work | promise" The bard huff@ut a large amount of air. Beside
the two women laid the warrior's chakram and the'bataff. Gabrielle looked
skeptically into her soulmate's eyes.

"You sure?" The warrior's shoulders slouched foraanent then went up again.

"Yes, you just have to hold on tight" A pause. "Hawever failed you before?" The
Amazon Queen chuckled and smiled to her soulmate.

"Okay okay, what do | have to do?" Xena grinnedlasworked out the idea in her
head from memory.

"First you run a little in the circle, then you feap as best as possible. With your
momentum [I'll be able to spin us around in a cir@abrielle nodded as she reached
out, Xena clasped the bard's small forearm, thedotightly holding the warrior's
forearm. The warrior had found the perfect spothis move, they were centered in
the middle of a plethora of trees. Gabrielle toaleap breath and looked up into
protective blue eyes, she knew she was in thetsgfesin the world. Her
nervousness calmed completely down, butterfliespgisaring just from a set of
strong blue eyes. "Okay ready?" The bard nodded.th® count of three, One, Two
Three!" The small female began to sprint in a eirbluilding up speed, then Xena
nodded to her as the warrior stayed in one placeny with the blond. Gabrielle
leaped up, body sprawling then everything begagottaster. The ex-warlord kept a
tight hold on her partner as she spun the bardharoua circle, Gabrielle perfect for
this. "Now keep your eyes lock with mine, unlesa yant to become really dizzy"
The Amazon Queen grinned some as her emerald gyesmmet sapphire ones, not
leaving them. Both the women could feel the sthagin in their arms from all the
energy being used in the spin. "Can you feel yeat fvalking on the trees?" Gabrielle
just faintly nodded. "Pretend their people's hego&® them a kick™ The small female
then used her imagination and began to picturérées as people and began to kick at
them a certain way. They went into two more congtatcles, the warrior letting the
bard practice with the spin more and the kickingtl end of the second Xena
slowed up the circling and then the bard droppduketdeet neatly. Neither female
dropped their hold on each other's arms, Gabiieieg her body settle down for a
moment. She then smiled and looked up to her partne

"So how many guys can we take out with that mové&tia shrugged her shoulders
for a moment then responded.

"Well to make the spin worth our while, at leasefpeople close by us" The bard
nodded and dropped her gaze, both women reledsengiold on each other.
Gabrielle then looked back up, no expression.

"Think we should head back into the camp?" The magighed as she moved to her
chakram and the bard's staff still on the ground.

"Yup, | am sure Joxer will be showing up soon" Xé&aaded her soulmate her
wooden staff, both woman slowly turned towards wltaeir camp lay. They both



walked in silence for a couple of paces, the blaed et a grin form on her lips.
"Xena?" The warrior responded in her deep tonettiebard loved so much.
"Yesss?"

"l love you" The Warrior Princess's heart stopgest, body still moving but no sense
of direction. The next thing to happen to the warwas feeling herself slam into a
hard rough tree. Xena stumbled back two steps emeyht her right hand up to rub
her forehead for a moment, completely caught byr&se. She had her head down
some as she rubbed her brow, hearing a few muiftggles close by. The tall female
dropped her hand and looked over to Gabrielle dlgma playing on her lips. The
bard had the tips of her fingers covered over hautiy a grin somewhat noticeable.
She dropped her hand from her mouth, her expresaiomg on a pleading look.
"Sorry" Xena kept her grin and walked closer to $mulmate, very little spaced left
between them.

"Nothin to be sorry about, | just didn't expecttthiEhe Amazon Queen stood on
tiptoe and kissed the warrior's slightly red for@theShe then fell back down on her
heals and smiled up at her tall partner

"By the way, how are we going to work things withx@r around?" Xena didn't say
anything at first thinking. Her blue eyes refocussdshe crossed her arms against her
chest.

"Well what would you like to do?" One of the blositfrown eyebrows went up in
suspicion. The warrior uncrossed her arms and @glaee hands on her lover's upper
arms. "Really Gabrielle, what do you feel comfoleaith?" Gabrielle's eyes dropped
to the ground, her eyes studying a green leaf erdiest floor. Her mind sped in
different directions on how to handle everythingyore her mind out all to fast.

Right now the bard knew she had too much on hee pliad didn't think she could
handle another problem to sort out, explain. Thalkwoman took a deep breath and
very slowly released it, the warrior never relireped her hold. She looked back up
into patient blue eyes, waiting for her response.

"I really...don't want him to know right now. Keeprgs simple right now" Xena
nodded as she kept her face serious.

"l agree, you've been through enough right now;tdwed this hanging over your
head as well" The bard smiled up at her soulma#ding the warrior tighten her grip
briefly then drop her arms back against her side.

"Thank you Xena" A small smile crossed the ex-warblips as she brought one
hand up to Gabrielle's back as they continued 8tart trek the camp.

"That's what friends do" The bard chuckled, remamigeher own words from what
seemed like so long ago. Gabrielle wrapped oneaaound Xena's waist and hugged
her tightly, the warrior returning the hug acrdss bard's shoulders. They released
their hold on each other as they stepped intoeheags camp, the warrior wannabe
already there sitting on a log off to one side.lbtiked up as the pair walked in, his
face brightened up.

"There you two are" He hopped up off the log ammtksd over to the two women. The



dusk sun reflected off his metal across his chedtrelmet. "I was wondering what
happened to you Gabby back on the road. | kinti@ight Xena found you" The bard
just smiled to the man as she wrapped her freeaaoomd her middle.

"Yeah Xena found me and gave me a ride" Joxer gnaile¢hat.

"l figured and | knew I'd find your guy's camp wotlt any problem, you know me"
Xena sighed making the bard grin inwardly knowisg@awhy. Then the skinny man
reached out, grasping the short necklace on thedldmeck. "Wow that's a really cute
necklace. Its got Xena's chakram and your stafftéteased it and looked up to the
warrior to see one just like it around Xena's né¥ku both have one, but different
stones in them. Ha that's really cute, friendshipg huh" Now the leather-clad
female began to smirk, Gabrielle's free hand mdred her stomach to scratch under
her chin for a moment. She dropped her hand babkrtside while a humored smile
crossed her lips towards the wannabe warrior.

"Yup friendship thing" He nodded his stupid smildl plastered on his lips.

"That's really great, you two keep getting closefreends" Gabrielle nodded and
Joxer turned around and padded back over to thesiibigpg down on it. He looked
across to the two women. "What is for dinner tot2gThe blond arched an eyebrow
and turned around to face her tall partner, sap@yes moving down to look at her.
The warrior answered the question that is on het'®aind.

"I'll go hunt something down" Gabrielle smiled && snade her way over to Joxer,
sitting beside him and placing her staff on theugbbeside her. Xena on the other
hand walked with a strong gate relatively close/b@re Argo is munching on grass.
The warrior unhooked the small pouch from her side she from earlier today, she
dropped it in a saddle bag on the ground that ésyde the horse's tack. The tall
female stood back up and took one last glanceratdréner, Gabrielle looking at her.
Xena winked at her, then turned to disappear imtonoods in search of food.

The blond gave Joxer a pat on his leg and stoodngstarted walking towards the
woods as well, opposite direction as the warridre Than looked up with a curious
face.

"I'm going to go find some fire wood, be back sdomer" The man nodded as the
small female became lost in the woods during thky egght. The bard was the first to
return, an armload of logs as she trekked intacémer of the camp. Gabrielle
dropped the wood to one side of herself and bewhdm her knees and began to
organize the wood accordingly, just able to seé wary little day light left. She
efficiently placed all the woods as she neededtlaad she brought a small piece of
wood and twig just under the wood then placed adeed leaves beside the wood.
She began to rub the twig in her palm on top ofstinall piece of wood. Within a few
moments a small amount of smoke began to rise fhenmeat being produced, but no
sparks coming. Frustration began to build as shéraged to rub the twig in her
palm, faster and faster she went, getting no fitepltenty of smoke. Gabrielle
growled lowly and dropped the twig from her handd aat down on the ground,
calming her mood. She glared at the wood, and deelp breaths.

Then out of no where a large form bent down besete Gabrielle looked to them
and smiled. Xena handed her partner three longytimanches that each has two
skinned quail skewered on each branch. The badithem as the warrior's large



hands went to pick up the twig, rubbing the twidnar palm vigorously. Again smoke
built up and then small sparks began to jump and the dried leaves catching them
on fire. Quickly the wood began to burn as soothadeaves caught on fire. The two
women stood up and back away, watching the firelglbegin to burn, bring a
source of light to the camp. Gabrielle looked upéo tall partner. "How do you do
that?" The tall warrior smirked down at her compani

"l have many skills" The blond rolled her eyes tlcbaockled at her soulmate. The
dark haired warrior then looked to her partnehia dark a small twinkle to her blue
eyes. "Um hold on to those for a second, be righkbThe bard raised an eyebrow as
Xena briskly walked over to the saddlebags. Sheusgred around inside of the bag,
looking for something and found it, pulling it odbxer had been watching the whole
transition, thinking he saw something a bit diffégrabout the two women, but he just
brushed it off. He watched as the tall female @ddbe camp again to stand beside
the short blond. "Here I'll trade you" The warriook the quail as Gabrielle took the
item from large hands, her lips forming into a @nifhe bard stared at it in the
firelight, a dark leather bound book. She tilted Hbok some better to see an
impression made on the leather, a quill was imeeg#o the leather cover. She
opened it up to see numerous blank pages, her greie brighter at the realization of
the article, a diary. Emerald eyes looked up totrieegéng sky blue eyes, Gabrielle
threw her arms around Xena's neck as the warridriex one hand out of the way
with the quail.

"Thank you Xena" They both hugged tightly, wishthgy didn't have to release but
knew to keep things low key. Releasing their htié, bard rocked back onto her
heals as she continued to smile up at the warrior.

"I know you don't have a diary and thought you daude one" The younger woman
looked down at the book, running a small hand ¢tiveldeather bound book.

"Yeah I've been meaning to get one" She lookedlwpite stories, but | wanted to
have something personal to get my feelings outn@hather moments" Xena kept her
loving smile as she responded.

"That's what | thought too" Gabrielle turned headh¢o her right as Joxer walked up
beside her to look at the book. The warrior turteedards the fire, moving rather
close to it and sat down on the ground. Xena propipe three branches up over the
fire to let the quail cook, a small smile still bar lips.

The warrior wannabe look at the book, and tookoitrf the bard's hands carefully to
study it, he then handed it back to the Amazon Quee

"That's really neat" The blond nodded with a snsle then walked over to the
saddlebags and where her scroll satchel restedr flmough made his way over to the
dark haired warrior, sitting down on the grounditheder. Xena looked to him,
smiling lightly and mirrored back the smile andked to the fire. Within a few
heartbeats the blond sat on the other side of déraplacing the dark leather diary
into her satchel. Once she sat down, Gabrielleeplher staff beside her on the
ground, she then reached for one of the sticksaXjeasped the other two as both
females turned the skewers, switching the top @ftiail with the bottom.

~F kK

Gabrielle sat on the log, right beside her waddhther-clad warrior on the ground,



her back against a large random rock. The bard eti@m her quill as she tried to
organize her thoughts before writing them in tregler bound book. She listened to
the sound of a whetstone being stroked down theaierd's sword. Her green eyes
looked up from the diary towards the fire, in fraftit lay the wannabe warrior. His
chest was rising and falling slowly, his eyes ctbaad body well relaxed and
covered. The Amazon Queen stopped sucking onpha tier quill and continued on
with her thoughts.

It was getting late now, everybody's stomachs viidrédrom the small birds. The
blond took a deep breath very slowly releasingpiteaction a set of blue eyes looked
up to her. Gabrielle looked to her soulmate witbvang smile.

Xena's idea had worked in more then one way. Theara top idea to getting her
bard the diary was to mostly make her happy. Batleer main reason was for a way
to get her lover to get some of her recent emotiatsit was working. The Warrior
Princess didn't know if the bard knew she planhed or not, it didn't matter in the
end. Xena did know it was important to her soulntatget her emotions out, and she
knew that she wasn't always the best person ternsdtions too. But the tall warrior
was working at it, for herself, for her soulmate.

The tall female dropped the sharpening stone oetdap as she gazed up at her lover.
The bard closed the diary up and stood, rakingiredl hands through dark hair then
took the whet stone from large hands and slowlkedlbver to her satchel. She
slipped her book into the satchel and then swayéxt right to place the stone into
the saddlebag pocket. The small woman walked lmakhere her partner sat, the
warrior's sword sheathed, her long legs proppebutiglightly opened. The bard
looked to Joxer to see him sleeping hard. Sheltaked back to Xena, she walked
closer to her soulmate's legs in front of her. @llerthen bent down onto her knees,
her body going between the warrior's legs. Smaitlsdell onto the warrior's large
thighs, Xena smiled to the younger woman. The Amaaeen leaned in lightly
kissing her warrior on the lips, the kiss becameematense than they should have
dared it. Gabrielle found Xena's hands graspingsity, pulling her in, the bard's own
hands gliding down strong thighs. They both quickiglized as to where this was
going and backed off, both breathing breathlega@brielle let her head rest against
the warrior's forehead as she let her body calnnddath their bodies calm. The
smaller woman then brought her head back up toipgeiXena's eyes.

"We better get to sleep huh" The warrior grin as lsbpt her hands on Gabrielle's
side, but a much lighter touch.

"Yeah before we devour each other" The bard chdckéeshe stood up, grabbed her
staff off the ground by the log and held her haadim to the warrior. Xena took a
hold of the small hand and was helped being haoléer feet, they kept their hands
together as they walked the short distance to ¢aedtis. Their bedrolls weren't
together, there was about a shoulders length dpatt,soulmates finding even that to
far away. Gabrielle settled her staff beside herddeonce she was sitting on the furs.
Xena unhooked her sword and chakram placing thesedby her bedroll as well,
chakram on top of her sword. She then undid heklbado her armor and placed
them down beside her weapons. The watrrior laid dowthe bedroll, pulling her furs
over herself. She gazed over to her partner, geges already looked her way, Xena
smiled and received one back. "Good night" The Enaloman kept her smile as she



replied back.

"Sleep well Xena" The warrior nodded, her blue eglesing, Gabrielle rolling onto
her back to peer up at the sky. She watched witlatdimount of stars she could
through the thin clouds.

~*Part 3*~

The young woman tossed and turned under her fardyddy feeling tired, but her
mind filled with thoughts. She stared into the dyfite hoping it would make her
sleepy, but having no luck. She took deep breatinslax herself, finding it
increasingly hard to sleep. Gabrielle couldn't fegaut why she couldn't sleep, unless
she was afraid of what nightmares would come to $lee then rolled over to now
face her soulmate, she stared at her lover's ggftdneek plane. Inside she was dying
to go cuddle up beside the taller female, but knéh her luck, Joxer would wake

up.

The bard continued to gaze across to her partmamn,glowly blue eyes opened up to
look back at her. A very small smile formed on Xenis, trying to comfort her bard.
Gabrielle dropped her eye contact for a momenteiies were becoming a little
darker underneath each day. The blond looked lmattetwarrior, Xena seeing the
sadness in them and deep in them a hidden feat'sTwtzen the Warrior Princess
didn't care any more. She lift up her part of tineldlanket, Gabrielle smiled and
looked to Joxer, seeing him sleeping hard as ndyraatl some snoring. The blond
came out from under her covers and crawled a &ttlé slipped under the inviting
furs.

The bard's head rested in the crook of Xena's deouher back against the tall
warrior's leather clad stomach. The warrior wrappee arm around the blond's
muscular stomach, Gabrielle's stomach tingling ftbencloseness.

That's when Joxer's snoring stopped and he rolledto now to face in the direction
of the soulmates, his eyes still closed. His biegthad picked up a little, worrying
the bard. Gabrielle turned her head to look toffiend with concern evident in her
eyse. She quietly then whispered up to her warrior.

"Can we go for a walk or something?" Xena's eydtedrto the man across from
them, she then looked to her lover and nodded wirdor released Gabrielle and
they both stood up quietly. They slowly made theay out of the camp without
making any noise. They walked for a ways in siletiitéhey came to a large patch of
trees. Xena leaned up against one of the smoaotes, tGabrielle paced back and
forth in front of her, her small hand in blond hdihe bard stopped her pacing and
looked to her serious soulmate, her eyes filleth witdness.

"Xena | don't know how to deal with all this" Theaixor's eyes dropped to the
ground, her arms crossing against her chest, krgpthis was coming. She looked
back up to her soulmate, locking eyes with her.

"Tell me what you're thinking, feeling. Please tpetse emotions out Gabrielle" The
bard dropped her own eye contact and started pagaig, her hands on her hips
now. She brought one hand up to go into her bleaaddgain. Tears started to slowly
trickle down her cheeks.



"l just never imagined that my family would be tadsiaway from me all at once, so
soon" The small woman stopped pacing and turnéétevarrior, her head down
staring at the ground. Xena listened, her body ingrib hold the bard, but knew not
to...yet. "l just feel so much hatred towards Veldsdse small female paused for a
moment then quietly whispered, even Xena had &rsto hear "Hate myself"
Gabrielle looked up into blue eyes, pain evideritenemerald eyes. Xena uncrossed
her arms and then quietly replied with a question.

"Why?" Now it was the younger female whom crossedadims against her chest.

"l hate myself for leaving them, if | never hadvbuldn't have ever happened" The
warrior felt a lump come to her throat as she nddd@éose words stung the warrior
like a million arrows, her guilt coming to life.

"How can you be sure of that Gabrielle? For all kaow a warlord could have came
along and wiped out your village and you would hbgen there too" The bard's eyes
dropped to the ground again, she briefly closeslyes, her body starting to quiver
from the strong emotions.

"At least | wouldn't have all this anger and hatireside of me" The tall females
fingers began to curl up into a fist, her knucldesng white over her own anger
towards Velasca for doing this to her soulmate.a&lead that same burning desire
inside herself to try and kill Velasca as her baicd

"Gabrielle there was nothing that you could haveedabout it, don't play what ifs
games with yourself. It'll never help you in thadorun" Slowly tears began to fall
down the bard's flushed cheeks, Xena's own eyagyfivith unshed tears.

"I want to kill her so bad Xena, so badly. | stéle her in my dreams, hear her cynical
laugh, her voice calling my name, see her coldewibssed eyes. Gods | want to kill
the murdering bitch" The warrior kept her eyes ladth the sea green ones before
her, she replied but her voice was becoming shaky.

"I know you Gabrielle, you can make it through thiemember once a wise friend
told me that the cycle of hatred has to end anatitgway to do that is through love
and forgiveness. Please don't give up that figh& bard nodded some, a very faint
smile to her lips.

"Only if you're beside me Xena. | can't do it witthany soulmate” The tall warrior let
her tears begin to trickle down her cheeks. Gdbrtarew herself into Xena's arms,
the ex-warlords arms immediately wrapping arounctig@tly.

"I'll never leave your side my bard" That's wherb@elle of Poteidaia let all her
emotions surge to the top. She began to cry sothatder body was racked with
strong sobs. Xena feeling her own emotions ovesitiiation come crashing out, her
soul link to the bard's feeling the pain, they sldahe pain. Both women cried as they
hugged one another tightly, the younger femalg's beegan to buckle, no longer able
to stand up. Xena slid down the side of the traé Wwer soulmate till they both were
sitting on the ground. The warrior rocked back &orth some as they both cried,
letting the emotions run their course. After a ggodrter of a candlemark or longer
the smaller female began to slow up some. Shecsitilld feel some of the pain inside,
but had no more tears to shed, her body convul$ed anore times. Xena never
relinquished her hold on her bard, her own tearsmng, she continued to rock



Gabrielle and herself back in forth in a soothingthm. Being able to speak again the
warrior whispered soothing sounds to her souln@atalm her.

After a half a candlemark completely passed, GHbneas calmer, just sniffling. Her
eyes were pure red, face tear stricken as shestwok deep breaths. The Warrior
Princess loosened her hold some, the blond satdmank to look into red blue eyes of
the warrior. Xena just smiled and in heartbeat @Hbrsmiled back faintly, the tall
female leaned in to kiss the bard on the foreh8hd.then freed her right hand from
the bard's back and placed it behind Gabriellegsih®he pushed the Amazon Queen's
head, the bard following the physical command am¥led her face between Xena's
breasts. The leather-clad female rocked for a f@nerheartbeats while raking a hand
through strawberry-blond hair, letting Gabriellentadly pull herself together. Again
the tall female loosened her hold and the bar@gterto her lover's red eyes. "You
okay?" The blond nodded as she released one anmdiround the stronger woman,
she wiped at her eyes clearing them better.

"Thanks Xena" The Warrior Princess smiled a lititel kissed her bard on the
forehead again then responded.

"I love you" A bright smile formed on Gabrielleace as she hugged the older woman
one last time and then they broke their hold o edler. They both stood up and
stretched their legs out.

The bard then saw her soulmate stiffen, her blies gping cold. Gabrielle froze as
well and looked around and listened to figure obather soulmate was hearing,
seeing and or sensing.

There, a twig being broken.
To their right.
Thirty or more paces into the woods.

Gabrielle kept her attention on that, little attentto everything else around her. Then
a whistle sound was heard as an arrow came fljiraugh the air towards the bard.
Before it could find it's target it was pluck odttbe mid-air by the warrior's fast
moving hand. Then a second whistle as another amade it's way to Xena's side,
her other hand just stopping it. Before she couldhe arrows in her hand another
came from the side, it sunk deep into the barét'skeulder. Gabrielle grimaced and
brought her hand up quickly regretting the actigrib® pain it caused. The next thing
to happen was the blond's world spinning then $ekbd out, her body crashing to
the ground. The ex-warlord frantically looked arddar the attackers, not seeing
them in the darkness. Xena saw what happened teoliémate, poisoned arrows, she
shifted to stand over the bard's body in protect@he felt literally nude without her
armor or weapons, she cursed herself mentallyegorihg them back in the camp.
Xena yelled out in a strong tone.

"Show yourselves cowards!" To her right the one memppeared from the woods, a
sword in hand, he twirled it as he grinned to tlaener. Then in a blink of an eye
another fighter appeared out of no where from ab®kie large man came crashing
done on to Xena, taking her down to the ground. Waerior Princess and thug rolled
on the ground a few times, farther away from thel béhe thug from earlier had
briskly ran over to the lying bard, picking herapd hoisting her up onto his



shoulders. Then he whistled and a horse gallopaténthug jogged over to the horse
and threw the bard up into the font of the saddilooked back to the fight, his best
fighter was standing between him and the Warriond@ss. The lead thug then turned
back to his horse and hopped up and caught shes ahan getting kick around by
Xena. The leader looked up to the trees then ladket fight.

The expert archer perched in the trees high ab®We degan to line up his three
arrows all at once at the female warrior, waitiogthe perfect moment. The large
fighter was hit in the knee then in the stomacha® anger flying high. She kicked
up high sending the large man sprawling to the muloblue eyes watched then felt
confident he wouldn't move. The leader looked ketake female warrior across the
horse's rump. His eyes locked with the most dangersold blue eyes ever, his skin
crawled. Then she was sprinting towards him, héadatounting his luck. Xena
closed in and leaped into mid-air, which is where¢harrows came hurdling through
the air at her. They all made their mark, one i@oleft shoulder, another in her hip
and the third just making it into her upper ledaltered her, her flip went chaotic and
she landed on the ground on her side with no arrb\esvision began to spin as she
rolled onto her stomach to look up at the horsé wder. He stared back down at her,
a small grin formed on his lips at her vulnerapilithe rider then kicked his black
horse, turned around and galloped off into the wod@na's world was still spinning
out of control her resistance slowly giving up, sleched the horse disappear into
the darkness with her soulmate. Then her body apt everything was black.

Part 2
Section 2
~*Part 4*~

Slowly consciousness hit the small female, her Elemaching with intense pain, her
eyes were closed daring herself to look around.féimale kept them closed then
began to take in her surroundings by physical means

Touch, she is on a soft bad.
Smell, she is surrounded by the scent of balsastrpag salve.
Sound, she heard two men, their voices in an argume

The two men bickered and complained about howxtthi young woman's arm. One
suggested to take a hot poker to the wound, thaleesguirmed when she heard that
idea. The two men took to the notice of her beivgke. One quickly reached for
something and before she knew what happened rextight arm felt something
sharp prick her. The woman's world went dark agaén,body relaxed and her
breathing slowed up as she fell into a long slumber

~k ok k

A large hand moved from the tall woman's side &b om her forehead, her brow hot,
a fever. Her entire left side was in immense paididn't matter. The warrior then let
her memories sink in for a few moments, the lashécoming back. She quickly
remembered and sat up swiftly her hands behindpnepping her up as she called



out.

"Gabrielle?" She gazed around to see a fire alveenity paces away, Joxer kneeling
in front of it with a stick, poking at it. He turderound to spot Xena sitting up, he
dropped the stick and briskly walked over to theféanale, bending down beside her.

"Xena you feel alright?" Xena's confused eyes tior him, she stared at him
briefly, her mind still swimming some. She thenrled forward, one hand in her lap
the other rubbing her forehead.

"Yeah | think so" She pause, dropped her hand @oked to the man. "Where's
Gabrielle?" Joxer dropped his eyes to ground fmoanent then looked back to the
leather-clad female.

"I don't know, | thought you might have known wh&abby is" The warrior closed
her eyes, it all did happen, no dream. She opdrerd aigain and brought her hands to
the ground and began to try and stand up. Pairkigusbot through her body, she felt
weak, whatever was left in her stomach was abocomnoe back up, and she still
fought it all. Xena then felt a warm gently hantl éa her right shoulder and press
her down, she looked to her friend. "Xena you aaave in this condition. You have
wounds on your sides and a fever to boot" The estendagritted her teeth and let her
body sink back down on top of the bedroll, for ndlamay not be good at fighting,
but I do know how to treat some injuries" He wahtj Xena looked to where the
arrows had made their mark from the attack thattnigwo were wrapped up, the
third that had hit her waist and torn through leathers was nicely stitched with a
scab producing over it. The warrior looked from Wweiunds to the skinny man.

"Thanks Joxer, but | have to find Gabrielle" Jos@it had his hand on her shoulder,
he squeezed for a moment then released her shoulder

"Xena, you're not going to help Gabrielle at althwyour body being in a bad state"
The warrior shook her head and then began to stpnignoring her body's protest.
Once on her feet she felt a wave of dizziness o&ke, she stood still closing her eyes
feeling it pass with in a heartbeat or two. Bluesgpened again and looked around at
everything. She was still in the patch of trees,stin was directly above her, and
she'd slept to late. To her right was the mare,ahung on grass, tack and saddlebags
on the ground beside the golden horse. Then dirbeside the bags are Xena's
sword, chakram, and brass armor along with the'datdff. Joxer had stood back up
and was moving to the saddlebags, forgetting lysraent with the stubborn warrior.
The man picked up the saddlebag and walked baXkna, dropping the bag to the
ground, his face serious. "Well if you're goingodso stubborn, at least take care of
your waist wound"

One of the Warrior Princess dark eye brows werdsiphe watched the man leave,
squatting in front of the fire to poke at it aga8he couldn't believe the change of
attitude in the younger man, he'd never acteds#ni®us nor like he knew what he
was doing. Xena then bent down on her knees to thigesaddlebag, sifting through it
she found her medical supplies quickly. She rem®aede salve, another wrap and
some wine with a clean rag. Quickly large handskedito take care of the wounds.
First, she unwrapped the two wounds, dabbing wues them to use the alcohol to
clean out any dirt, it stung incredible. She sudkelder breath at the sharp pain then
re-wrapped it and unwrapping her shoulder woune. Wime-covered rag was placed



over the stitched wound, pain coming again. Afeewrapping the shoulder wound
she investigated her waist wound, cleaning it df #en placed some ointment to
keep it clean, finally she wrapped the injury totpct it.

Xena then bent down, tossing all the supplies Inatckthe bag and dug out a needle
and strong thread she used to make repairs ordirers. She efficiently sewed her
rip in her leathers, dropping her head she toréhtead between her teeth and then
placed her sewing kit into the saddlebag. Thethasy the warrior looked for was
some powder, she spotted the dull yellow powdéramg-grounded herb in a small
leather bag. She grabbed a small cup and waterfgking the cup with the water

then put two pinches of the pale yellow powdehi® mug. The warrior stirred it in
with her index finger then drank the herbed wdter,body almost convulsed over the
foul taste. Xena closed her eyes for a few briefmots feeling the medicine begin to
take affect, the pain in her body becoming forgotibout.

She looked to her horse, picked up the saddlebddpiaskly walked over to her mare.
She tossed the saddlebag on the horse's rumpyéallby the saddle on the back and
the tightening of the girdle. Then she placed theto Argo's mouth, tightens the
crown and nosepieces and threw the reins over #gre'srhead. She grabbed the
stirrups and pulled them down from the saddle,tsbe turned around to grab her
soulmate's scroll satchel and staff, hooking thethé rucksacks. Xena then looked
to where she believed the warrior had rode off towashe spotted the horse's hooves
and two pairs of foot tracks. Her jaw tightene@ytivanted her to follow them,

follow them towards the northwest. The Warrior Béss's eyes narrowed in
suspicion, she looked back to ground and retriévgdrass armor, swiftly putting it
on and tightening the straps. She then turnedrteddmate's satchel and removed a
quill and a scroll.

"l owe you a new scroll love" Xena turned around amlked towards the wannabe
warrior. He looked up as the tall form neared h¥mna sat down on the ground
beside him her face cold and eyes serious. "Joxeed you to do me a favor. Can
you?" The small man nodded his head, while a vagllssmile crossed Xena's lips.
The warrior looked down at the scroll as she begamrite something out with in a
minute, she then signed it and rolled the parchrback up. She handed it to Joxer
while he looked to the female warrior. "Take thlatlte Amazons, | know you haven't
been there, but tell them you wish to speak tonegehiny. Make sure you tell them
you're a friend of Gabrielle's and | sent you" Tdlefemale then raised her hands over
her head in an almost seeming "A" symbol and thheppmed her arms. "Make sure
you do that symbol over your head, it represenée@eStay with the Amazons till you
hear from Gabrielle and or I. You got that?" Jaxedded and then furrowed his
brows together.

"What are you going to do?" The tall woman stoocklba#p and stared down at the
smaller man her face still stoic.

"l am going to get Gabrielle. You know how to getlhe Amazon Nation?" Joxer
didn't respond right away and thought about it tieeked up to the warrior.

"Yeah, head northeast and then there will be th@Zonian mountains and beyond
them is the Nation" Xena nodded and reached dowqueeze his shoulder.

"Thanks Joxer, be careful, | think there is a larentrouble brewing then we think"



The small man nodded his head as he watched teewttman jog over to her mare,
placing the quill back into the bard's satchel. Béked herself up onto Argo,
grasping the reins in her hands and looked to #renabe warrior.

"Take care Xena, find Gabrielle” Xena nodded hexdhence more and kicked the
war-horse, sending Argo into a gallop and disapzkarto the woods, heading
northwest following the tracks.

~F kK

The warrior shut her eyes, feeling the pain stgrtinseep back into her body, the one
problem with anesthetics, they wear off to fasie &bpt a tight handle on the reins,
staring down at the ground, catching sight of tbesé hooves she is following. She
looked up again to watch where the mare went thrahg trees, not in the way of
anything, she trusted Argo. Xena looked to thelsigfly seeing the sun was sinking
low, it would be half a candlemark till sunset. Stes beginning to wonder if she'd
ever make it to the end of the trail. Her mind wesking in numerous directions and
possibilities as to why the three warriors kidnapper soulmate. But she knew that
they wanted her to follow them into some sort aptthat she would willing take if it
meant getting to her soulmate. The warrior woulal @éth the other problems as
soon as she found Gabrielle.

The Warrior Princess continued at a fast gallopenstopping since she first left the
camp during noon. She dropped one hand from the,rber large hand gripping the
saddle horn. Shots of pain ripped through her $ideas getting worse, her knuckles
white. Xena pulled back on the reins and Argo skbwe and then took a few more
paces and stopped. The warrior released the rethsadle horn, pulled her feet out
of the stirrups. She then swung one leg over tbdlsaand fell to ground literally, her
body weak from the ride, wounds, lack of food ale#s, and pain. The tall female
rose up from her knees with a grimace, she bit dowher lower lip. Lifting her right
hand she felt her forehead, she was burning upa Xaaw her body is reacting to the
wounds and poison still in her system, but sherftatime to attend to that.

She decided to break for awhile, she kept one bartie mare's rump as she took
some deep breaths, her body catching up. Xenaduonthe mare and pulled off the
saddlebag and walked over to a near by log, drgpihi@ bag beside the log. She
straightened up and took a moment to decide oopteyns. She struggled with her
emotions and her logic, she had to get to her Bdrere was no stopping that. She
also knew her body needed rest, but knew she wslerep without knowing if
Gabrielle was safe. So sleep was out of the quedsiot the warrior knew she could
take a break, she gazed around in the dusk sunTigh tall female straightened up
and began collecting firewood and piling it on greund close by the log. She
quickly lit it and had water warming over it whike sat on the log.

Her body was hot from the fever considering the temperature setting in for the
night to come. Her body was a bit shaky from lattood mostly. Large hands pulled
the saddlebag in front of her, she pulled out straikbars and a fresh orange
originally from the Amazons. Xena peeled the frhér eyes watching the water being
heated. Her thoughts consisted of her soulmateaand what was happening, a
variety of ideas coming to mind. After eating tbey orange she took the boiling
water and poured it into a mug then dug out somentéxing the two in the mug. She
then shifted some on the log, her body screamihgngoain over the wrong
movement. The warrior winced and reached into hestiones and extracted her



small pouch of Coca, anesthetic, to help stop #uwe. [she put two pinches into the
brew of tea and began to sip on it, losing thestathe medicine.

Within a candlemark the warrior's body felt sometwhaetter condition. Her fever
was a little more under control due to the snakeshe added into her second mug of
tea. She hated the idea of letting her body beatgpendent on the medicines, but it
had to do for now. After sunset, Xena doused tteeand put the saddlebag back onto
Argo, she hopped back up on the mare. She coujdhape that the trail was only
headed northwest, she assumed it. Her body wasdak to walk on the ground, so
she decided to go at a trot, thankful for the aqarartoon illuminating the forest. The
Warrior Princess could only pray that her body badugh reserves to get her through
this and that her body is at its peak at being tblesal.

~F ok h

By late sunrise Xena had gone the whole night op;some where around sunrise
she had hopped off Argo and walked beside the nsdme stopped by the time it was
light enough, she kneeled down beside the hoofgand footprints. She lightly
touched them, the back hoof marks were made déephie ground compared to the
front ones. It was defiantly the horse that carhedsoulmate, one pair of foot prints
were pressed deeply then the other were, a snsellethe archer. The warrior stood
back up, her side shoots with pain from the movenaed she just ignored it. The

tall female also noticed that the prints were nrecent, lessen worn by nature, she is
close. Not only did that tell her she was gettitgge, but something deep within her
began to grow stronger, the part of her that issheimate.

A strong hand reached into the saddlebag and polledn apple, she munched on it
as she kept moving, taking notice to the areauturé reference. Her body ached
from the long riding, the pain in her left side afwulder had returned but she didn't
have time to put together more medicine, nor delwshnt to risk to becoming
addicted to the anesthetic.

After a half of a candlemark of walking Xena begawsee the beginning of a large
gray wall, her eyes narrowed. From her guess gluedd it to be a large city, as to
what one, she couldn't be sure. The tall femalevidhat Thessaloniki was about two
days ride southwest. The only town she could tinthat was in this region was
Cirra. That memory sent a shiver down the nornmettlyc warrior's back, she forced
the memories out of her mind and kept her thoughtise present. Xena neared the
large city, so she stopped walking and hopped bpanto Argo's back, her back
straight.

She went at a trot towards the gray walls, she kihewvthey were waiting for her.
There was no need for her to come rampaging iretbely to get herself killed along
with Gabrielle. Once close enough, she spottedissrin top of the walls keeping
watch, then three guards at the entrance. Xena Kmawthat there was an army
located within, she didn't like this one bit. Thamwor squared her shoulders, her back
straight as she let her emotions disappear, heregid with anger hidden behind
them. Xena carried herself as if she were baclemnarlord days, the possibilities of
wounds never seeming to affect her, only her sotldmauld have been able to notice
the pain she was in. Now she slowed downed to k arad coming to stop once in
earshot of the three guards at the entrance. Téénahe middle kept a stern face on,
he look a little older then Xena, not by much, tepped up to the war-horse.



"You are Xena | presume?" Xena's ice cold eyesedriflown to him, as if to regard
him for the first time, her voice came out cold.

"I am Xena, | am here to speak to whom ever idharge" The tall older man nodded
his head as his brought up one hand, the two gueeftisd moved to the side of the
entrance.

"We've been expecting you to arrive sooner or'ldterthen stepped out of the way.
The warrior took to notice to how well dressed giards were as well as the sentries
on the wall. She then lightly kicked the mare @melytmade their way through the gate
and into the center of the city, defiantly an ardgna took to notice of the large
armory to her left, two guards in front of it. Thwll completely encircled the city
reminding her of Troy. The lead guard from the deatd walked inside, behind her
and watched as the tall female dropped to the grourher feet. Her posture never
flinched, only power incased her. The only thingtthnade her look possible mortal
were to two wounds noticeable, one on her left anohthe other on her left upper leg.
The lead guard had been reminded of the warrigitsihg skills and her dangerous
mind, nothing to toy with. He took a deep breatt atepped up beside her followed
by two other soldiers behind him that are at hisie@and. "Your horse will be
attended to while we'll take your weapons" Stebktioeyes turned to him and stared
at him. He held his ground while he saw the manmegbled to the stables by one of
the young stable men. Xena then brought her harsfowdy to unclip her sword and
sheath, one soldier stepping up to take it, folld\wg the round chakram. "Follow

me" The female nodded and stepped into pace bémnolder man, the other guard
had fallen into step behind the Warrior Princess.

The three-some walked through the center of tovehtarnthe far wall of the city
where there is a building attached to that pathefwall. They came to a set of steps
and began to climb them and once they reachedheltey took a right. Xena gazed
across the balcony walkway to gaze across the $antakss of a city, mostly built to
be a fortress. It completely remind her of Trowtthurned deep in her mind, Troy
was of Rome, that idea didn't settle well in henaniThe group walked for a few
more paces and came to an entrance to theirheft,walked in, an office.

In the center of the room laid a desk, a blonddthman in his mid thirties sat behind
it. His eyes gazed down at some map or anotheinBétim was a tapestry, a symbol
Xena didn't recognize, but took it as his symbdle Walls along the sides were lined
with different types of swords, small ones, long@®rthick and thin, some old others
newer, all used. Once all three people steppedogercto the desk did the man's eyes
lift up from the map to take in the new comers.ndall grin crossed his full lips as he
distinguished the female watrrior.

"Welcome Xena to my fortress” The two guards hageddo lean against the wall
sides, ready to move any second. The ex-warlorsseher arms against her chest as
she stared down at the man with hostile eyes.

"Who are you?" The man let an evil smile play amnllps as he sat back in his seat
and folded his hands over his lap.

"I am the warlord Okeanos. | highly doubt you h&aeard of me, | am new to the
game of being a warlord" Xena smiled down at hier,dwn smile showed only that
of strength.



"That's great" The man kept a smile on his fadeeasat back up in his seat, resting
his hands on his desk.

"Yes it is as a matter of fact" Blue eyes narrowwetim, the warrior uncrossed her
arms and placed them on the desk as well.

"So where do | come in?" Now Okeanos smile turnedenmto a grin as he crossed
his arms on top of the desk.

"You come into the part of training my troops. Thepretty green, only have a few
good soldiers here and there, the rest need helph#ve a great reputation for
training good warriors" The tall female grinned doat the man as she leaned down
closer to the warlord and replied in the coldest deepest voice ever.

"No" The warlord stared into the warrior's eyegisg the darkness that was her
lurking behind strong walls, he was amazed. Héaek in his chair once more and
moved his hands to the arms of the large woodem.cha

"You will or your friend will be dead. And | heaoy are shall we say...attached to
your little blond" Xena's jaw tightened at the weoahd commands. She then leaned
in closer, locking eyes with the blond haired wad]mnly inches from his face.

"What makes you think | won't take over your arm@Xeanos kept his annoying
smile as he heard the snarled question.

"Because | offer them something you can't, money@enty of it" Slowly the ex-
warlord straightened back up her arms crossinghagher chest again. Now the
warlord stood, his height stopped at Xena's shos|dhe liked that small factor.
"Now then, | am sure you would like to see youerid. She has been attended to for
the past two days, her arrow wound taken carefaieitly” The blond man walked
around the desk, the two guards moving next tavdueior. He stepped in front of
Xena, signaling for them to all follow the warlcadd they did. Xena directly behind
him followed by the two guards at either side af H¥ena, you will have between
seven days to nine to prepare my men. You have todast, recover from those
arrow wounds and any poison still in your systerhas sure there is some from
three arrows" They walked in silence for a few mupaiees as they made their way
down the balcony walkway after having taken afiefin the office room. Okeanos
then went on with his orders. "Tomorrow, my captaho is to your right will come

to retrieve you from your quarters in the mornixigu will refer to him as Captain
Mene. You and Captain Mene will then work from symto sun down on training my
troops"” They began to near the end of the high waykand wooden door to the left
of them guarded by three other soldiers. The warstopped and opened the door, he
walked through followed by the tall warrior and tiae® escorting guards stay
relatively close by the entrance to the room.

Once Xena stepped in, she took to notice of a dohaild sleeping on her back in a
large bed to her right against the wall, a walt theed a window with thick bars. Xena
could also hear the faint sound of fire cracklisige look to the opposite wall to see a
fire burning in a large fireplace. The tall femédeked to Okeanos with stoic eyes.

"Is that all?" Okeanos brought his hands up toaadtis hips, his face now serious.

"Not quite everything Xena. That one single windover there is not only has the



bars, but there will always be two archers on gt@amiake sure neither of you try to
escape. Finally, | heard your friend is rather gadtth the staff, she too will help out

in the training. She will help train the new figtgen the basics of staff work and then
will assist you and Captain Mene in any way possitWhen she isn't needed she'll be
up here, the both of you as a matter of fact. Teéwsn will be guarded at all times by
three guards" He paused and let a smile form ohdss"l hope you enjoy your time
here" He then walked out of the dark room and tha evas closed behind him by a
guard then the sound of the door being locked cbelbear, a bolt.

Xena turned to look at her soulmate on the bedbé#nd's chest rose up and fell
slowly. Gabrielle still wore her green halter-tapdebrown skirt, her boots removed.
The warrior smiled as she let her guard finally dawn, she quickly crossed the floor
over to the bed. She slowly sat down on the edgleeobed, close to Gabrielle's
stomach. A strong hand moved to carefully brusimdblioangs from the Amazon
Queen's face, slowly green eyes began to opemyasrunfocussed. Gabrielle's eyes
were half-open as she stared up at the other pdfsgintouch familiar to her. Slowly
a smile creased the bard's lips as her eyes fatassthe person, Xena still lightly
stroking the side of her face.

"Xena?" The tall warrior smiled down at her soulemat

"Yeah its me" The bard's smile brightened as shagsguickly, she flinched for a
moment from the pain in her left shoulder. She weapher arms around the tall
woman, Xena doing the same, pulling the bard do$eer own body. They held each
other tightly for a long time, happy to feel thé@ts touch, feeling the small darkness
inside themselves disappear. They then releasedtiid, Xena moving her hands to
the bard's small waist, Gabrielle's own hands destethe warrior's left thigh. The
blond crossed her legs together as she sat iretthetlioe warrior still on the edge.

"How did you get here?" The tall female shruggeddmeulders for a moment, then
moved her hands from the bard's waist to rest allsmkles.

"They left a nice trail behind for me to follow" &bard nodded her head in
understanding and her small hands creeped ovest@n top of Xena's.

"So exactly what's going on? Obviously they tooktmget you to come here" The
warrior took a deep breath as she stared at the $limor for a moment then met
green eyes again.

"They want us to train the troops here, you'rerthaiility to keeping me here"
Gabrielle furrowed her brow at that.

"There's got to be more to this then just trairthogps for some warlord" Xena's eyes
widen as she bobbed her head up and down in agnéeiSe what's this guys
name?"

" Okeanos, never heard of the warlord either,nklie is new at this, he's to cocky as
well" Gabrielle's gaze dropped to study the beetaitbd design on the blanket. She
kept her eyes down as she replied.

"There is no easy way out of this is there?" Atsking the blond looked up to her
soulmate, Xena sighed.



"No, we're in the middle of an army and we're wgelarded and | have no idea how
large this army is. Besides | am not sure | wanééwe right away. There's more here
going on then Okeanos is telling" Gabrielle noddedhead again and then she
looked close at Xena's face, she quickly took tocemf certain things.

First, the warrior was tired by the way she slodGluark circles under her eyes.
Second, she hadn't eaten much considering heelsdtiok a tint loose on her.

Third, Xena is defiantly wounded by the wraps onlb& shoulder and across her left
thigh.

Fourth, the tall woman looked sick, her foreheaninsdd small trickles of sweat
considering it was cool in the room.

Gabrielle brought one of her hands up to move profahe warrior's forehead, she
could feel the heat radiating off her head befaendouching Xena's brow. Xena
closed her eyes to her soulmate's touch and opgbeadagain as Gabrielle dropped
her hand.

"Xena you didn't?" That was the tall woman's che, stood up from the bed and was
about to retort when the bolt of the door was urddnguard stepped in with two
saddlebags and a satchel on his shoulder, he Regteaon the two women, two sets
of eyes were on him. He placed the saddlebagseogrtiund beside a desk, then
brought the satchel over his head and placed iléé®e bags. The guard then left, no
words passed, only looks. The door bolted closeltlae two soulmates looked back
to each other. "Xena?" The warrior kept a stublbook directed at her soulmate.

"Gabrielle | had to, | wouldn't have been ablegst without knowing if you were
safe" The bard sighed and stood up from the bedvatked over to her lover, her
bare feet feeling the coolness of the stone floor.

"Okay" They stood only a breath away, eyes lockBdt promise me next time if
there ever is, gods for bid, that you take bettee of yourself...for me" Xena sighed
as her gaze went over to the door, she hatedrigtith her soulmate, she couldn't
win. The tall female looked back to the small woman

"Only for you" The bard smiled and she closed mdistance, wrapping small hands
around a leather waist, larger hands encircling her

"Thank you" The warrior smiled and leaned down, paas of lips meeting half way.
They kept the kiss light but long, enjoying thelifegz They broke the kiss after a few
heartbeats, the blond resting her head againsaliheoman's chest feeling the
protection. Xena rested her chin on top of the 'bdrdad, smelling the honey sent that
was of her lover. She closed her sky blue eyesri@ibthen took to note how the
warrior seemed to favor leaning on her right sibe,pain was bad, that much was
evident. The bard pulled away and looked up toataeior. "Go sit down on the bed
and I'll take care of your wounds, my guess islyaven't changed the wraps since
you first put them on" Xena grinned down at heristate's words, Gabrielle knew

she was right then. The older woman released thedldnd moved near the bed and
sat down, unlacing her boots. Gabrielle then madevay over to the fireplace,
hooking a filled pot of water over the fire in theeplace. She ambled over to the
saddlebags, carefully rooting through the medicarasfoods. She removed some tea,



honey, two mugs, spoons and some bleach white poverddained in a small leather
pouch. The bard placed them all beside the firgpéscshe went back to the medicine
bag, she then removed some wraps and salve. Galbueied around and caught
sight of her soulmate sitting on the bed, onlyan White shift, the bard smiled and

got one in return. She slowly walked over and sathe bed, one leg hanging off the
bed while Xena sat crossed legged on the largdoedither left side to the bard as she
looked out the barred window. Gabrielle carefulywiapped the upper shoulder,
finding the wound somewhat red, but well stitcH&tbu stitched this?" Xena looked

at it for a moment in question as well then look@ter soulmate.

"No actually Joxer did" The bard's eyes widen fon@ment then she replied.

"Really? That's pretty amazing" Xena nodded, ngingamuch as her gaze went back
to the window. Gabrielle quickly became aware of.tBhe's more tired than |
thought.The bard bit down on her lower lip as she begapfay the salve gently,
Xena never flinching. After attending to the shauld/ound, Gabrielle patted the
warrior's left leg, Xena understanding the physomahmand. The tall woman lay
down on her right side, giving her soulmate easoeess to the leg wound. "So
where's Joxer now?" The Warrior Princess had hes elpsed as she responded,
Gabrielle undoing the wrap.

"I sent him to the Amazon's with a note" The bavdaed in approval over the idea.

"It'll be interesting to see how Joxer handlegtase women. What did you write in
the note?"

"It was for Ephiny mainly to let her know what wgsing on. | have my suspicions
that this warlord might be headed towards the Amaz8o | told Ephiny that she
should wait for word from either you or | about giiation and for them to take care
of Joxer till then" Gabrielle nodded again as ségan to place a new wrap over the
leg wound.

"Why you think Okeanos might be headed for the Aong2" The older woman
shrugged her shoulders for a moment then responded.

"Not sure yet, instincts tell me right now" The ¢bgrinned as she finished the
wrapped and squeezed the strong thigh.

"And your instincts are always right" Xena grinreishe sat back up, Gabrielle
hopping off the bed to check the water. "Take yshuft off while | get our tea” The
older woman chuckled to herself over her lovertstad, she watched the bard for a
few seconds. Gabrielle pulled the pot over fromfiteeand placed it on the floor
beside the fireplace. She filled the two mugs ugh bt water and brewed the tea in,
then added in some honey stirring it in. Finallg faimazon Queen put two pinches of
the white powder in one mug then two in the otkeogwing the Opium Poppy will
take the pain away from Xena's side and the bavd'sshoulder that still immensely
ached. She also knew it would calm the warrioverf@and make them both sleep so
their bodies could repair the wounds. She gavéwtbanugs one last stir and then
stood up carrying them over to her soulmate. Theiarasat on the bed crossed
legged again, her shift removed leaving her corepletaked. Gabrielle handed Xena
her mug with the double thing of morphine, the oldeman took the mug from small
hands and began to sip on it.



"Thanks" The bard smiled at the word and got upherbed to Xena's left side and
placed her mug carefully on the bed then pickethepsalve again. She looked at the
waist wound, the wrapped remove by Xena earlierytbund a bit irritated from
being cleaned a little to late. The blond sighed applied the salve. "I love how you
add the honey to the tea" Green eyes lifted up tte@mwound to look into loving blue
eyes.

"Well you do have a sweet tooth even if you doafedo admit to it" The dark-haired
female chuckled at that and took a sip, feelingaaen fluid go down her throat and
warm her insides.

"Yeah, it's my weakness" Blue eye twinkled as tlo@ked to green ones. Then
Gabrielle looked back to the waist injury and betgawrap it. "Course we know what
yours is" The bard chuckled at that.

"And | could really go for some nutbread too" Xegranned at that and brought the
mug to her lips again.

"We'll both sleep well with this Opium Poppy youdad to the tea" The bard nodded
as she finished the last of her wrapping.

"Yeah" The bard looked up. "We both could use #st,respecially you" The warrior
let a half grin, half smirk crease her lips. Shentket the smirk go into a smile as she
leaned over to kiss the bard on the forehead. &lébsmiled back and placed the
container of salve in front of her and retrieved imeig and began drinking it. The
bard then raised a brown eyebrow at her soulm¥tau §oing to just stay like that?"
Xena looked to her partner with a confused expoassien she realized what she
meant.

"Actually | was thinking about it, | am still burmg up" Gabrielle reached over,
feeling Xena's forehead still hot.

"You're still defiantly running a high fever" Theawior nodded her head in agreement
as the small hand dropped from her head. The ¢raall then moved to touch the
warrior's forearm, finding it cold, Gabrielle loakéo her soulmate and one of her
brown eyebrows went up. Xena grinned for a momedtrended her partner the mug
of tea then reached to her right retrieving hertevbhift and slipped it on. Xena then
pushed herself to the head of the bed, and |dbduek rest on the headboard. The
Amazon Queen caught the intentions immediatelytaopped off the bed and placed
the two mugs of warm tea on the nightstand be$iddéd. The bard then grabbed the
container of slave and used wraps, placing thethersmall table as well, out of the
way. She then got back on the bed and sat on lheotdmate's lap, her legs

becoming tangle with larger ones. Xena then wrap@edeft arm around the small
form and her other hand went to the small tableenahg the bard's mug and handing
it to her. She then retrieved her own mug of hdeaytaking a sip and feeling it

travel through her system. "Xena?" The warrior thbher mug on top of her own
thigh as she responded.

"Hmmm?"

"Exactly how | am going to be training these menRé older woman tightened her
left arm that was around the small waist then ansgve



"Okeanos wants you to train the new one's in tlsecbaf using a staff and then help
me if | need any" By the way Xena said it, Gabedlhew her soulmate didn't like the
idea what so ever. The blond's free hand movedamp her own lap to gently caress
the large arm wrapped around her mid-section.

"I can handle that" The ex-warlord took a deep thrdaer jaw tightening for a brief
moment then loosening.

"I know you can, but..." The bard's hand stopped mg¥or a moment as she thought
of it. The positives came to mind instantly.

"You know it'll be good for me"
"Gabrielle..."

"No seriously Xena, hear me out" The bard pauseshasook a deep breath,
organizing her thoughts. "I haven't been gettingimstaff work in lately, so this will
give me the chance. Also | haven't had a chant@aito anybody before and | think |
need to learn considering the fact | am the QuédnecAmazons. And | won't have to
worry about really holding back, give them all avfgood bloody noses" The tall
warrior chuckled at the last reason, actually ikin But she had to agree with the
bard in she could use the practice and trainingss&he just didn't like the small
factor her bard would be training future killerdeltall female sighed, and let her
fingers move up and down the bard's bare torsontiey of tea rested on the edge of
the bed in her hands. She then figured it be $afdrer partner to be closer to her,
keep a close eye on her smaller soulmate.

"Yeah | suppose you're right"

"You just don't like me being involved in creatikijers huh?" Xena blinked twice,
did the bard just read her mind or was it her? faimly shook her head then replied.

"No I don't like you being apart of this at all" K¥eelle nodded as she took a swallow
of some tea then placing the mug back down to ik ¥ena now taking a drink.

"Well we're partners right?" The tall female gridrte herself.
"You know it"

"Then | am staying beside you even if it meanshimca bunch of half wits on how
to use a staff. I'm not staying cooped up her&é&rs knows how long, I'd rather be
down there with you" The warrior's stoic featurlesmy went turned into a loving
expression, she leaned down and quietly whispeaekl. b

"Thank you, that means a lot" Gabrielle smiled iriypand looked into her mug
seeing it empty and knew her soulmate's to be eagtyell. She placed her mug on
the nightstand and turned in her warrior's armen #ncircled the large waist with her
arms. Xena wrapped her left arm around the baetk as she leaned down kissing
strawberry-blond hair. She then placed her own othe stand beside her and
wrapped her other arm around the bard. Xena thek down onto the bed bring the
blond with her then she felt the smaller form atfjicomfortable into her strong arms.
They two women began to feel the affects of thietligorphine taking over their
bodies, the pain in Xena's side disappearing, éng'dshoulder relaxing. They both



then fell into a deep sleep giving their bodiesplntime and conditions to repair the
wounds and stop the warrior's fever.

~*Part 5*~

Blue eyes stared into the slowly dying fire. Henthivondering off, becoming lost in
ideas. Casually cobalt eyes looked down to sesrttadl form tightly nestled in her
arms, a grin formed on the warrior's lips. It wasklalmost, Xena still felt somewhat
groggy from the morphine, she knew her soulmatestiigeeling the effects by the
way she slept soundly. She turned her gaze batletfire, thinking about their
situation that they are stuck in. She didn't likg af these, not the city, not the
warlord, not the way her skin crawled and her ewestincts told her to get her
soulmate out of here. The Warrior Princess thougtwkshe couldn't leave, her bard
wouldn't allow her to leave no matter the sizermiglem nor the consequences. Xena
sighed, at least her fever was gone and the pdiariteft side is dissipating now. She
figured by tomorrow it would be gone and only hegliwounds would be left behind.
The tall female then looked back down at her sotdmaleasing one hand and brings
it up to lightly caress smooth skin. Emerald eyettdred open and tiredly stared up
to the warrior, Xena smiled down at the blond.

"Hey" The bard smiled as she sat up more in Xara's.
"Hey to you too. What time is it Xena?"

"It's around dusk right now. Figured Okeanos wiinus up and about for dinner"
The bard nodded for a moment then buried her hdadXiena's breasts. Then she
muffled back something.

"ldon‘twanttuhgo” A dark eyebrow went up.
"Neither do I" A muffled reply back.
"Thenwewontgo"

"We have too"

"Nowedon't, youcanjustkicktheirbutts" Xena lauglsethe, wishing she could just do
that.

"Come on love" The warrior began to move, but sraatis tightened around her
waist, Xena grinned. It was tempting to just staped with her soulmate, but she had
to move before any of the guards entered. Shetdidad Okeanos finding out that
they are lovers, would make things even worse.Wéreior then reached down with
her right hand, bring up the bard's face. Emergés édocked with brilliant sky blue
eyes. Xena lowered her head and two pairs of ligls the kiss strong and consuming.
The bard loosened her hold on Xena some, both bagdost in the kiss. Slowly the
older female pulled away, green eyes slowly opebauk up to peer at her tall
soulmate. Xena then felt the smaller woman begsittop, the tall female getting off
the bed with Gabrielle following her. They both sged quickly, Gabrielle only

having to put her boots on, Xena though had tdputeathers, boots and armor on.
Xena sat on the bed, as small fingers worked hekles from behind. She felt one
strap go taut on her right side, then the othdnanrleft side. The warrior then stood
up, Gabrielle hopping off the bed as Xena madenagrover to the desk slipping on



her two armbands then reached for her wrist guditaist's when a knock came at the
door, Xena turned her head, as did the bard whooddteside the bed. Two guards
entered and then Mene came in, his eyes wentditsie bard then to the taller
woman. Xena slipped her two wrist guards on and gtepped up to the Captain.

"Okeanos requests both of your presence at diremra nodded her head, her partner
stepping up beside her. Mene turned around andewailit, followed by the two
females, then the guards. Once walking througlidtoe was shut and they all
followed behind Mene. They were lead off the balcand down to the ground and
then headed towards the left quadrant of the festr€éhe Amazon Queen took in the
city-fortress, finding it interesting. She hadréeb out of the room since she first got
here, never seeing the fortress let alone the henatere walking around. They

finally arrived at the other side of the fortretd®e sound of some talking could be
heard, then bellowing laughs. Mene stepped throligharge entrance into a huge
high room, a large wooden long table center inrtloen. Okeanos sat at the head of it,
his sites turn from the man at his right to see Whao entered the dinning hall. He

grin slipped onto his lips as he stood up.

"Glad you could join us Xena and Queen Gabrielle€ Dard looked to her soulmate
for a moment, Xena didn't look back, her ice blyeseon the warlord. "l keep up on
my news Queen Gabrielle, I've heard you recentbaire the Queen of the Amazons
after Melosa" Green eyes stared at him, Gabriétle'ttknow to take that as a good
thing or bad, overall to her it was bad news. Shdd:tell Xena didn't like it either by
the way the warrior had one hand fisted up. "Anywéease both of you join us and
sit" Mene stood beside the female warrior, he lodikeXena, she then began to move
towards the table followed by the bard. The ex-wrarkat at the second to last seat of
the end of the table, Gabrielle to her right atehd. They were as far away from
Okeanos as possible, beside Xena on her left veasds®&lene. The two guards from
earlier now stood at the entranceway of the dinhiglf leaning against the wall.
There was a plethora of food contained on the i@ogden table. Chicken then dates,
some vegetables, goblets of wine with olives ngaahd a little Chinese white rice.
The ex-warlord was rather impressed by the extefdanl, she knew Okeanos had a
plentiful amount of money, but how is what shek lio know. Behind the warrior

and bard two young small servant girls came up plittes, utensils, and goblets.
Gabrielle looked to the two young girls, her eyasowed for a moment, they are
about the bard's age. Xena knew her soulmate hazkdat too, but held her tongue
from saying anything right now. She knew that taleeway of the world for slaves,
the younger the better.

The remainder of the dinner was quiet, little tatlgstly Okeanos boasting about his
future plans and some of his head commanders laggtith him. Neither Xena nor
the bard said anything, the warrior collecting agminformation about the warlord
as possible. Once the servants began to collecdlityeplates did a guard from
outside come in, two scrolls contained in his haf#e tall guard briskly walked
over to the warlord handing them to him. Okeanok the two scrolls and nodded to
the guard, the guard saluted him then quickly walkack out of the dinning hall.
Everybody was silent as Okeanos unrolled one sanallbegan to read it, after doing
so he looked up to everybody at the table.

"Seems like we'll have a chance in eight daysgbdat your training techniques
Xena" Cold blue eyes stared back at him as difivesother commanders. "One of
my scouts reports that an old friend of mine isdeekthis way" A pause as a grin



slipped on the warlord's lips. "He still carriebibiof a grudge from me killing his
lover not to long ago, the damn pervert" The wari@ached out in front of himself to
grasp his goblet of wine, he took a long sip, thkated it back on the table.

"Exactly where is he heading from Lord Okeanos™ blond haired warlord looked
up to Mene, he looked back down at the scroll thexck to Mene.

"He's heading right for us from the south out oflifdgn area" Mene nodded his head
as he thought about that.

"Did the scout report how large his men are?" Okeanok another gulp of his wine
then placed the mug back on the table and stoolisigape following underneath
him.

"No he didn't, but it won't matter, | know Lykudrks" He then looked to the warrior
and the small blond. "Well perhaps you and Quedrri€lée should be escorted back
up to your room for the night, the next seven daijisbe busy" On cue the two
guards walked over to the table, Xena slowly rgséram the seat then the bard did.
The leather-clad female didn't move from aroundctheir like the bard did, she stared
hard at Okeanos, and then she looked to the sesgpalliin his hand that had a
distinguishable seal to it. Blue eyes slowly ropdrom the scroll to meet amber ones
that stared hard back at her. Xena turned her tia¢km and moved next to her
smaller partner who had a confused look. The twmemwere accompanied out of
the dinning hall and up to their room, it was dauk, the walls lined with torches all
lit.

~F ok Kk

Gabrielle turned around from the barred window k@ashed against it as she looked to
her tall soulmate. Xena was tossing in a few logsfwhere a pile of wood sat on
one side of the fireplace. She stood back up amkkld to the bard.

"l recognized that seal on the second parchmeng' @mmazon Queen's eyebrows
went up at that, she had to wonder.

"From where?" Xena shook her head as she brougbheand to her temple, she
dropped her hand on her side again. She then nmxerdo the side of the bed, sitting
on the edge.

"I can't completely remember, its on the tip of toggue” Blue eyes looked up to
meet emerald ones.

"Another warlord?"
"No, it's a seal not an emblem"
"There's a difference?" Xena grinned some at hansate.

"In the world of politics yeah. Seals representenmower, normally a country" A
pause. "Emblems are a symbol for a small army olondi they're not as detailed as
seals nor widely known" The small bard nodded atieves as she had to agree with
that theory.

"So you recognized that one, but can't remembetsdeal it is?"



"No, | didn't get a close enough look at it, ifdutd just get a hold..." Xena looked up
to her bard from the floor, her train of thoughtsvatiopped while a certain twinkle
entered the warrior's eyes and a dark eyebrow waSabrielle's eyes widen for a
moment as she began to wander what her partnanmachd.

"What do you have in mind Xena?" The tall femalaaitied for a moment then let a
devilish grin slip onto her lips.

"How do you feel about getting drunk tomorrow nigjht

"What?!"

~F ok Kk

Slowly the tall female padded out of the washrobmnen in her hands drying off her
face, she still wore her leathers but had remowscihmor and boots earlier. Gabrielle
looked up as she tossed her second boot besid¢hiieone at the foot of the bed on
the floor. Xena dropped the linen towel onto a chelatively close to the small
entrance way to the washroom.

"So did they take all your weapons?" The warriakied from the linen to her lover, a
small grin playing on her red lips.

"Nope"
"Really?"

"Really" That's when Xena reached between her tseasl pulled out a small dagger,
holding it in the palm of her right hand. "One stiaty didn't check” The bard giggled
some, between the memory and her soulmate's words.

"I knew that thing would be handy...some day" Boté warrior's eyebrows went up
briefly, as she retorted.

"If I remember correctly you couldn't quite keephit...handy in place” The bard
rolled her eyes as Xena stepped up to the fodteobed, sapphire eyes gazed down at
her.

"Ha ha, | was young then, what did you expect?"a&still held the breast dagger in
hand, but her hands were down beside her.

"Hmmm, | wasn't expecting a breast dagger of atigsl' The warrior kept her eyes
locked with the small woman's as she leaned doemifree hand resting on the wood
frame to support her. "And | wasn't expecting tbifalove with you at the time" The
bard smiled and got one in return, but much moxeeseGabrielle could feel her
heart racing. They could still always manage tdhda to each other with the littlest of
touches, looks, and words.

"Well yeah | never...um expected to fall in love w#bme warrior" Xena chuckled
some as she leaned in even more, noses touching.

"Some warrior huh?"

"Some sexy hot warrior" A sly grin slipped into gégaon the warrior's lips at those
words.



"Some sexy hot warrior en?"

"Well more like some sexy hot exquisite leathedgb@werful warrior" Xena
chuckled some as she leaned down to let her ligshbagainst the bard's own.

"Hmm is that it?" The warrior could hear a smallana@scape the bard's mouth.

"A warrior that likes to drive me insane" That'semhthe older woman sealed her lips
with the Amazon Queen's. The kiss was strong, davguXena broke the kiss first,
her blue eyes were dark and deep, Gabrielle f&tixger ripple down her back. The
warrior turned her head towards the chair by thehn@om and lifted the dagger up
and threw it hard. It flew through the air and suaielep into the arm of the chair. She
then turned back around to face her small partt@ming her lips again. As they
kissed, the tall woman pushed down on the bardri€ibsoon found herself lying
down on the foot of the bed, legs still hangingloa side of the bed. Xena was on top
of her, her weight shifted comfortable not to botte bard. Xena's hands then began
to move down to the blond's sides, at first theyewaoving along her stomach and
sides sensually. Then a fit of giggles eruptedhenliard, as large hands began to tickle
her with no merci. Small hands tried to grab a haflthrge wrists with no luck, the
kissed had ended as soon as the giggling begamie@aiolled on to her side trying

to protect much of her body as she could from ktacker. She eventually rolled onto
her back, only protecting her stomach, then a péame to mind to stop the attack.
The small female quickly flipped back onto her backi she leaned up, her lips
locked with another pair. Xena's hands stoppeditigland just held the bard around
the waist, Gabrielle's hands went to the warrghtsulders. Small hands began to
move the leather straps down off broad shouldetseaskissed. The bard's hands
then moved down to leather sides, Gabrielle pullinthe waist. Xena followed the
command as they moved more into the center of¢ékde Bhey broke the long kiss, the
blond lying back down on the bed, Xena's lips mguma soft neck, her hands to the
green halter-top.

~Fk Kk

Emerald eyes moved from the window where the mdmtis cascaded into the room.
They moved to look at the fire that warmed thedaigom. The bard was tightly
snuggled into a warm body, Xena leaning againsh#daslboard once again. Neither
really talked as they soaked in the closes and éveiry last part of their bodies
touching. The bed covers had been pulled up oeebaind to keep her warm, while
strong hands rested on her stomach. Both had lz@efutearlier to keep things quiet
as possible, considering it would be extremely hbuotd they managed. One of the
bard's hands caressed a strong thigh, while thex adisted on top of the two strong
hands on her stomach. Gabrielle squeezed the waignds for a moment while
Xena hugged her then loosened her hold.

"You know | always did want a warrior" Xena's clifted up off the bard's shoulder
as she retorted.

"Yeah?"

"Uh huh, I use to lay in bed when | was young, dreg about a warrior to come and
save me"

"From what?" The small blond shrugged her shouldsrshe replied.



"Just from my family, from my set future" A pausAlways believed that if | kept
wishing hard enough, someday it would happen" Asiogiause as the bard took a
deep breath. "Then as | got older | just fell outhat dream, never expecting it to
come true. You know just one of those silly ideamllof thing. Then one day a
warrior came in the grove to stop the slavers. Wyre child hood dreams came back
and | desperately had to make them come true" dlhtemale grinned to herself.

"Yeah | know what you mean"
"Yeah?"

"Yeah, | remember when | was young I'd always wilstoe somebody to save me
from my village life"

"But you ended up saving yourself" The warrior gjyed her shoulders some.

"Yes and no, | lean more to no" A pause. "EitheyWavouldn't have fit in with the
village" The bard chuckled at that.

"Yeah | know what you mean. | was constantly ggttiito trouble when | was young,
always trying to rebel in my quiet ways. EventudNyas shunned so much that |
stopped and just tried to act like all the othelsgn the village, normal”

"What were you rebelling about?"

"Anything really, | mostly tried to tell storieslvaays to my friends. But they talked
about me telling my stories then eventually myéattound out, he forced me to
stop" One of the warrior's dark eyebrows went up.

"Forced you, how?"

"Dad had his ways, wasn't anybody's place to say no

"Gabrielle?" The small blond sighed as she dropmedead against Xena's chest.
"He occasionally beat me, wasn't bad, doesn't mate™

"Why?"

"Well you know how | have my bad temper, got itfrénim. My father would once in
a while became very frustrated with life and takeut on me. Once in a while he'd try
to on Lila or mother, but I'd always get in the dieland get him to take it out on

me" The bard could feel her soulmate was stiff beélner, Gabrielle knew her partner
would find out about this sooner or later, and kritewouldn't go over well. The

blond turned her head some to gaze side long atdubmate. "Xena, times were hard
then you know that better then any one. It can gbha®ople or force them to do
things they normal don't. My father was a good nilhdepression hit and he became
a bit of an alcoholic. | know he never meant any"o€obalt eyes slowly softened
some.

"Still no excuse to beat his own child" The basyes dropped over how cold the
words came out.

"Maybe"



"How can you think that Gabrielle?" The Amazon Qusebkrugged her shoulders as
she stared at the floor thinking.

"| forgave him when | left home back a year and bhgb" A deep breath. "Its just
what's worse Xena? A father that lives with you badts you, or a father that you've
never met before?" The bard felt her soulmate ijaast suck in her breathe, then
she slowly began to breathe again.

"Really I don't know" Gabrielle turned her headdok at her soulmate sidelong.

"Either way its in the past Xena, I've learned fromyself" The warrior slightly
grinned inwardly.

"Me too" The bard smiled to herself and broughthmead to rest back against Xena's
chest. The bard stiffened a yawn as it rose up.olter woman chuckled to herself
and then moved her arms from the blond's waidteédoed. Gabrielle lifted herself up
off the warrior's nude body and onto the soft ke Xena laid back down on the
bed, beside her small soulmate. The warrior tuoreter side and the smaller woman
turn her back to the warrior and snuggled into Kena wrapped one arm around the
Amazon Queen while the bard's head rested on the &houlder, their legs
intertwined under the covers.

"Goodnight Xena" Xena nuzzled the back of Gabreieck and whispered back.

"Sleep well love" The bard grinned and let Morphtale control of her. Her body
relaxed, her mind began to conjure up dreams, wiaitebreathing slowed. Soon to
follow the small female was her stoic soulmate.
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Green eyes shot open to stare across to the latgellwooden door. The bard's
breathing was ragged as she tried to calm he&edf lifted one hand up to her eyes
wiping away any wetness, her eyes still stung.f8hagainst her back the strong
warrior's body, her breathing slow. Gabrielle lagre trying to think and calm back
down. Heartbeatss passed and the only thing thag ¢ta mind was the horrid
nightmare. She finally gave up and very carefulliyacted herself from the warrior's
arms and rolled out of bed. The small woman quigdigded over to the saddlebags
and slipped on one of her soulmate's large sfifte.scent of spice and leather
enveloped the bard, making her grin to herself.t88e leaned back down to extract a
quill and her diary from her scroll satchel. Themam then walked to her left to the
fireplace and grabbed a large log and placedattim fire. She then sat down on the
warm floor by the fire and opened her diary. Shiedd to a new page and stared at it
blankly for a moment, then she decided where tonbtbg whole diary's basis.
Gabrielle wrote.

Gods it seems like so long ago that Xena and lesmefd our love for each other. Yet |
still feel the pain of when she died just onlywa feeeks ago. | thought my whole
world was going to spin out of control if | didh@ve her beside me. It almost did. |
remember staring over the Amazon Queen throne ' éuneral pyre, watching it
begin to burn, that's when | had given up any hape realized I'd truly lost her.
That's when | heard Xena's warcry, well more likenta version of it, the part of me
that became empty when she died filled back umtialty Autolycus, Xena's soul,
and | all retrieved some ambrosia to bring Xenalkbtxlife.



Some where a long our journey I'd met Xena in aroforld, a limbo between
spiritual and mortal. | told her how much | needest in my life and Xena promised
me she would never leave me. We'd shared oukigstthen, it was light but filled
with so much promise. Once Xena returned to hey baeldecided to leave the
Amazon village for the night, just her and I. | il remember it all so clearly, the
night when everything came together and a soul inecahole once more.

The two women sat on the log in the woods, the Amazgione, as well as Autolycus.
The bard looked to her friend with a bit amusea fdomt seriousness in her eyes.
"Xena?" The warrior looked to the bard.

"Yeah?" The bard took a breath.

"Promise me you'll never die on me again?" Thetddmale smiled some as she
replied.

"Oh | promise" Gabrielle was quiet for a momenttiegpressed something she
thought was important, to her.

"You know for a few moments | knew what it was likebe you"

"And?" The warrior's voice was a bit tight. Thedbamiled to herself as she replied
her voice light.

"It was warm, friendly, loving..." Xena quickly cuehoff with a hint of outrage to
her voice.

"Gabirielle it was a fight" The bard sighed.

"| felt protected” A pause. "The world needs pediile that...right?" Xena smiled to
her friend brightly as she retorted with a calmihgvone.

"Right" Gabrielle smiled back in return as she ¢ her head onto her best friend's
shoulder. Emerald eyes closed for a while, the bstehing to the rhythmic sound of
the whetstone being scraped down the hand craftectis She reopened her eyes and
brought her head back up to look to the older waman

"So you want to stay here for the night?" Sappéyes looked down to meet another
pair of deep eyes, a grin formed on the tall wosAps. Xena sheathed her sword
and held the whetstone in her hand, tossing it batdrth between her hands.

"Not really, you?" The bard smiled up at her friend

"Nah, | think the Amazons can make do without tii@ireen for one night" The
warrior nodded her head, Gabrielle stood up folldwg Xena. Xena's hand quickly
shot up to her forehead as she closed her eyasnimment, she felt small but strong
hands grasp her waist. Slowly blue eyes opened dgand dropping back to her
leather side.

"Thanks" Gabrielle quickly dropped her hands frdm warrior's side in somewhat
fear.

"No problem. Guess you're still weak?" The tall m@arnodded some, Gabrielle knew
that to be bad if her friend was admitting to tH&bu sure you want to leave tonight?



| mean it might..." Gabrielle was silenced quicklytiao fingers covering her lips.

"Its okay, I'll be fine" A small grin formed on tlex-warlord's lips as she dropped her
fingers from those red lips she ached to touctvdaht to spend time alone with you
and not a bunch of feather heads" The bard chu@dddegan to walk beside her
friend towards the Amazon village, happy that iswathat far away. "So care to
explain who Velasca was?" Green eyes looked upeatvarrior then back to the trail
in the woods.

"She was the Amazon Queen after Melosa, well kinmore Regent then anything
considering | am the next in line"

"Natural" A pause. "So she challenged you to therte?" The bard shook her head as
they continued to make there way through the luskrgwoods.

"No actually she just tried to manipulate me, siom'tiget far. She did obviously
challenge Melosa and killed Melosa in fair combadeep breath. "l think she
planned to challenge me soon as | became Queen”

"Well we took care of that huh?" The bard didnit aaything, still remember the
feeling of having the warrior's soul inside of h&ll.the power and protection from it
she felt, it felt right to her, she felt like sheltnged with the warrior more then ever.
Gabrielle could still feel the rush she had froghtfing Velasca on the ropes, she
enjoyed it. The bard then felt a large hand falhéo shoulder, she looked up.
"Thought I lost you there" The bard grinned somstasfelt the large hand drop from
her shoulder.

"No, just got lost in my thoughts"
"Yeah what were you thinking about?"
"Just..." The bard shook her head, not quite undadstyg it herself.

"You liked me being inside of you?" The bard's eyexpped to the forest floor,
staring at the rocks and grass as the walked. $hemuietly whispered back.

"Yeah" Xena looked down at her friend, a very sraalile playing on her lips. She
opened her mouth to respond, but then they heanétsady call out.

"Queen Gabrielle!" The blond looked up to see aimmacheightened smiling Amazon
walking towards them from a base of a tree.

" Hi Solari, Ephiny already stick you on patrol geit The brown haired Amazon
huffed as she neared the two women.

"Yeah, she's pretty cruel” The bard raised onereyelat that as she kept a straight
face.

"I'll remember to let her know that" The Amazornys®widen for a brief moment then
she grinned.

"Maybe it'll do her some good to hear it from thee®n then" Gabrielle chuckled as
she smiled. "So you and Xena headed back to tlagei"



"Yeah we are then | think we are going to leavelfiernight" Solari nodded her head.

"Well then | hope you two both enjoy yourselvedoubt I'll see you till tomorrow.
You are going to be around tomorrow?" The bard eddter head.

"Yup, not sure exactly what we are going to do,well all find out" Solari smiled.

"Sounds great, | am gonna head back to patrol e&phiny pops out of bush to yell
at me" The Amazon Queen chuckled.

"Bye Solari" The Amazon nodded and walked back&game tree from earlier.

"Bye my Queen" With those last words the Amazongathup high and disappeared
among the trees. They two women still on the gratwed began to walk towards the
village again.

"You know I've got to get you to teach me that stime Xena" The warrior looked
down at her small partner.

"How to use the trees?"
"Yeah, | am the Queen of the Amazons, | need tamlea

"Maybe" The bard arched an eyebrow at her talhttieXena looked down at her and
grinned. "Or | can just do it for you" Gabrielle ima as she noticed the gates to the
Nation. The bard never replied, but picked up halkwowards the gates. They
entered quickly and made their way to the stablesresArgo was stabled since
earlier. Gabrielle waited at the entrance of tlafl as the warrior checked all the tack
and saddlebags, then they heard the sounds of sayehtering. The bard turned
towards the entrance of the stable to see a clohdkenter in, walking towards them.

"Hey Ephiny" The curly blond smiled as she camea aea replied.

"My Queen" She then looked to the tall female insafi the stall with the golden
mare. "Xena" The ex-warlord smiled to Ephiny thedded her head. The Amazon
then looked back to the small woman. "So | hearyba and Xena are headed out of
here for the night" The bard grinned some.

"Yes we are, we'll stay in Amazon territory. Xemald just want to catch up" Ephiny
nodded.

"That's what | figured"
"So you'll take care of everything for the night?"
"If the Queen would like me to, yes" Gabrielle sedilat the grinning Amazon.

"The Queen would love it" That's when the blondcett Ephiny's expression went
serious.

"So what exactly are the plans or don't we know'y&abrielle turned her head to
look to her friend whom was making their way outloe# stall, Argo in tow. She then
looked back to the Amazon.

"I don't know yet, Xena and | need to talk abouatt'tfEphiny nodded her head in



understanding.

"Well | hope you two enjoy your night" Gabrielle sed and gave her Amazon friend
a quick hug.

"Thanks Ephiny for all your help. Oh by the way]&bis a bit...upset about being on
patrol" The curly blond laughed some and grinneth&oQueen.

"Well she was teasing me a bit earlier so | thougrtease her right back. She's not
going to be on much longer" The bard nodded anthede women and mare walked
out of the stables. "Have a good evening to thh bbyou"

"Thanks Eph" The bard waves as the Amazon watded t

two pair of women make their way out of the villagée second in command
chuckled to herself and turned around to head ttiie Gabrielle turned her head
back to look to the woods that lay ahead of heithide woman said much, but kept
walking, once far away the warrior stopped walkiing bard following her lead.
Gabrielle looked to her tall friend with a confudedk.

"I need to ride" The Warrior Princess hopped umdhé war-horse and looked down
to the smaller woman and brought one hand dowrre'@gjoin me?" The younger
woman grinned and grasped the large warm handeafetnerself pulled up into the
saddle in front of the watrrior.

"This is a switch" The tall female chuckled to lefss she reached for the wood
staff, Gabrielle giving it to her with ease. Xenaned back some and placed the
Amazon staff in the saddle directly behind her. 8ie® turned back around and
slipped her arms between the bard's sides andarragher side. A large hand
grasped the reins while the other hand reachetthéopard's hands. Xena placed the
leather reins into the bard's small hands, Gabrfekling her heart rate pick up some.
"Xena you know | hate..." The warrior cut her off.

"Gabirielle this is a good area to learn, we're ma&on territory, nothing will

happen" A pause as she still felt the small womaodsy tense. "For me" The bard let
out a ragged breath as she nodded her head. Xeeazagl the bard's hands briefly
then released her small hands. She then movedihdstio rest lightly on the bard's
waist. "Start out slow" Gabrielle nodded and sqedehe mare's sides and Argo went
at a walk, a tighter squeeze and the mare wentrtw.alrhey stayed like that for a
while, going through the woods and making their wimges to the edge of the
territory, farthest from the Nation. Gabrielle theggan to build up confidence as she
rode on.

"Xena can | try Argo at a gallop?" The warrior gréd to herself.
"Well maybe a canter to start out with okay?" Thedonodded.
"Ready?" Xena wrapped her arms completely arouadb@nd's waist.

"Yup" Gabrielle gave the mare a hard kick and datkvith her mouth, Argo went
into a fast canter. Both women felt the wind whyptllem as the horse went through
the woods and between the trees, Gabrielle diigthi@ horse. That's when it hit the
tall warrior, her head began to feel light, a idzziness taking over. She squeezed
the bard's waist tightly, Gabrielle quickly knewnsething was wrong and slowed



Argo down. The mare came to a stop but the wasrimld was still strong on bard's
waist.

"Xena you okay?" The leather-clad female releasedhand bringing it up to her
forehead while she closed her eyes, willing thérigeo stop. The bard didn't get and
response from her friend, she turned in the saakllmuch as possible, moving the
reins to her left hand with her right hand she ssed the warrior's cheek. Slowly blue
eyes opened again, a bit unfocused but a smak gtaled on the warrior's lips.

"Hey | am fine" The bard smiled some.

"Uh huh, you're a bad liar you know" The tall femahuckled and grasped the bard's
hand, placing it back to the front.

"Keep a hold of the reins in both hands" The bagted as she turned back around,
Xena wrapping her arm back around the small waist.

"Xena?"
"Hmm?"

"Why don't you go to sleep, might help" Gabriekd her friend's body go stiff at that
suggestion, then she relaxed.

"l probably should huh?" The small female grinnedherself.

"Yeah, your body is still recovering” A pause. ainctake care of everything" The
warrior grinned as well as she dropped her heanhsigdne small shoulder. Gabrielle
feeling a victory over the stubborn warrior, shedma click and squeezed the mare
lightly and went into a trot. Within a few minutés older woman was asleep her
arms had loosen some around the blond's waistaboéle compensated by placing
one hand over the watrrior's hands to hold her. Todg for another three fourths of a
candle mark, coming near the mountains to wherbdnéer of the Nation lied.
Gabrielle pulled back on the reins some, Argo shgwib a walk while the bard
squeezed Xena's large hands.

"Xena" The blond felt her friend stir some. "Xenak& up" The warrior stir again and
slowly raised her head, that's when Gabrielle zedliexactly how much her friend's
body need rest from the past accident and reawagie¥ena readjusted her hold on
the blond as she gazed around, her mind coming dracikd.

"We're here huh" The bard smiled as she pulledeims once again, the mare
stopping in her tracks.

"Yup" The tall female nodded and released the Hawdping off the mare. She looked
to the mountains briefly to see the sun just bagoto sink beyond them. She then
looked back to her friend still on the large hotGaprielle swung one leg over and
hopped off, landing into waiting arms below. Xenaled and got one in return, her
hands lingering on the small waist. She releasedrhall friend and moved to the
saddlebags while the bard began to look around/éard.

By dusk the pair had camp set up, the sun almos fom beyond the mountains.
The warrior had caught a rabbit in her travels e/@kbrielle pulled out some spices
and herbs to cook it with, the rabbit over the.s9péna went about sharpening her



sword, the bard watched the food but noticed hendrnever worked on her scrolls.
The warrior made a mental note to ask her frierabtithat later on. Dinner as always
was good and quiet, neither had anything to sayByethe end Xena went back to
sharpening her sword, the bard cleaning up afeedihner. After she was done,
Gabrielle sat in front of the fire staring intolkter thoughts wondered to the past
week, collecting all the memories and letting the@nk in. Cobalt eyes lifted up from
the sword to the bard, sharpening becoming forgateut resting on the sword.
Xena sheathed her sword quietly and stood up,@neéd to her right and placed the
whet stone into the saddlebag on the ground. Siretthrned towards her friend and
quietly walked over to her and sat beside her. Blbdidn't say anything nor did she
give Xena any acknowledgement. Xena looked to firemd for a moment then to the
fire.

"So what's on your mind?" The younger female dislat anything immediately as she
gazed at the fire then responded after a few heatitb

"Just thinking about the past few days" Xena nodusdhead.
"Was a hard one huh?"
"Yeah" Blue eyes turned towards the bard.

"But you made it through it...we did" Emerald eyeska away from the fire to
become locked with strong sapphire eyes she adoreauch. Gabrielle smiled some
as tears began to trickle down her cheek.

"We did" Xena reached over and grasped her fripalling her into her lap. The bard
buried her face into the warrior's chest as sheglcgetting the pain out from the
warrior's death. The Amazon Queen took a shakelbesal then brought her head
back up to look into loving eyes. "Xena | didninth.." For the third time of the day
the warrior cut her off, her fingers going up te tiard's lips.

"Its okay Gabrielle, | know" Her fingers moved frahe bard's lips to under her chin,
the warrior's thumb running across ruby lips, tigadhem. Gabrielle closed her eyes
in response, then Xena's hand moved to the sidefoface. She lowered her lips,
stopping as her lips brushed with her small frigngiving her a chance to back away.
The bard didn't, Xena sealed their lips in a strkisg. The kiss was more intense then
their first one, it held all their love, passioesttes, need, and soul in one. By the end
they both were breathless, Gabrielle resting had lagainst the warrior's chest,
Xena's chin on top of the bard's head. Gabriediges went up to her friend and
whispered up to her.

"Xena | can't live without you, that's one thinigarned these few days" Blue eyes
stared down at her, Gabrielle watched as all tigeraatred, and darkness
disappeared in them. They softened to a degreaéHabivad never seen before, they
only held love in them the kind a person knew t@beinstoppable love, the love that
is centered in one's soul. Xena lowered her healri@le could smell her friend's
spice scent mixed with leather that she loved.

"l love you more then anything in the world GaldaéEyes locked in intensity. "I
need you" The bard smiled as she brought one hanal tihe back of the warrior's
head, pulling her down. Their lips met again, ties kntense with love, trying to
ravish one another in the kiss. Both their worldgleded in the moment, everything



fitting, their lives gaining even more meaning thefore. They needed each other,
craved each other, linked to each other, they lpeforeach other. They slowly pulled
away from the kiss they stared into each othegs ept sure whether to fully believe
this was happening. Gabrielle let a small smilaseeher lips as her hand slid from
the back of Xena's head to the warrior's cheelctiteblue eyes drifted shut, Xena
leaning into the touch her hand coming up to thre'saThen blond scooted more into
the warrior's lap, her legs wrapped around XenalstwXena grinned as she went in
for another kiss, her hands moving to the bardsmtops, the Amazon Queen's own
hands to the straps of bronze armor. That's hall litegan, within a candlemark two
soulmate's owned one another, mind, soul, headtbady.

Later into that night, the two lovers talked abthg near future plans. Xena didn't
want to stay with the Amazons, Gabrielle quicklyesgng even though she loved her
Amazon's none the less. The bard as well as theawaoth still had to much energy
in their spirits to settle down yet. Xena had geasilggested a problem to the Amazon
Queen role, telling of how a regent could takeldthed's place. The Amazon Queen
automatically knew whom to leave as the regentvemuald probably be even better
then her to rule. Once the fire began to grow wdakiwo soulmates began to drift
into sleep, their body's intertwined as much as #wuls. Both their chests rose and
fell together at the same slow pace, their dreammgdht the promise of a perfect
future soon to come together in a world with no.end
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The bard looked up from her diary, the fire wasmyjdoeginning to die in the
fireplace. She took a deep breath and let it relehs slow pace. There was a rustle
on the bed, Gabirielle figuring it was her soulnsdté#ting in her sleep. But it wasn't, a
warm hand dropped to the bard's shoulder, shedureehead to look up into eyes
with an endless depth. A small smile crossed the'©ps, she received one in
return.

Xena was dressed in her leathers that were throwhmetfloor earlier. The tall female
removed her hand and walked off to the side ofiteplace where the stack of wood
rested. She threw in a large log into the fire tamded back to her soulmate. Bare feet
padded back to the bard, then the tall sleek bedy thown in front of the fire, indigo
eyes locking with green.

"Couldn't sleep?" Gabrielle shrugged her shouldacs.

"Just a dream. Thought I'd try to write to get mindnoff the dream™ Xena nodded as
she rose back up, she walked over to the barredominLarge hands went up to grip
the bars, the knuckles going white, Xena restedhbad against the barred window.
She looked through them down to the ground toweeatchers looking back at her,
she narrowed her eyes then closed them. Gabmeiteediately knew something was
up, she closed her diary and put it on the growend to her, quill on top. She stood up
and made her way close to her warrior, she wal&etdd wall next to the warrior, and
Gabrielle rested her back against it, her headrtgrto the warrior. "Xena?" The tall
female's head lifted up, her eyes still gazingtbatwindow, her hands still gripping
tightly at the bar's of the window.

"Gabirielle, | hate having you here" The Amazon Queeyes dropped to the stone
floor of the room.



"l hate being here, can think of a lot of bettexgals to be with my soulmate™" A
sarcastic laugh escaped Xena's lips.

"Same here" The bard's eyes moved back up, shglirbar hands in front of herself
to rest in lap, her fingers intertwined.

"Well where ever | am, | only want to be there wythu" A very small smile creased
the warrior's lips, her eyes softening just a HiAhd | don't like you here either" A
pause. "But what | want to know Xena, is what'dlyesating at you?" The Warrior
Princess turned her head to look to her small satdnGabrielle staring across the
room to the large wooden door. The blond gradualiyed her head to look to her
lover. Gabrielle held Xena's eyes strongly, shd hederstanding in her emerald eyes,
the warrior reading into that making her give inlwgly.

"You've...you've been through enough as it is s@@prielle. | don't want to see
anything else major happen to you" Xena took a deeath. "l don't like that | have
little control over the situation nor knowledgegites me less options to better
protect you" Then the warrior growled some, heresusgirging up as she pulled at the
bar's hard. Her memories of how Gabrielle endebarp in the first place came
rushing to Xena's mind, the warrior's fault. Thafshwere feeling the strength of the
pull and began to loosen, small grinds of stonebdg fall to the floor. Gabrielle
reached over with her right hand, placing it ot taller woman's arm, her touch
was warm and relaxing. The bard watched as thertastles began to relax, hands
still grasping the rods firmly, teeth clenched tihge.

"Xena?" No response. So the blond moved her hamd fhe still tense arm to her
soulmate's face, she placed her hand to the oppdi. She turned Xena's face to
look to her, Xena's eyes held anger, not towardbénd but to herself. "Xena, we'll
get out of this, we always do" A deep breath. 1 tal you think it's your fault for all
this..."

"Gabrielle..."

"No listen to me Xena" Emerald eyes burrowed iraphire ones. "It wasn't your
fault, it was mine as much. | forgot my staff jlike you forgot your weapons, it
happens. We were both weren't expecting it and are wn an...emotional moment.
And if | know you, you'll get plenty of control owéhis situation, that's one of your
many skills" Xena slightly grinned at the end rekpdout let it slip as she went serious
again.

"I feel like I just need to always"
"Protect me?" Cobalt eyes dropped.
"Yeah" A pause. "Even though | know you hate that"

"Xena" The warrior looked back up. "You know what?$hake of the head. "I kind
of like it" A dark eyebrow shot up, Gabrielle gring. "Just as long as | don't feel like
a kid. We bother protect each other...right?" Xendesirio her soulmate as she
replied in a low soothing voice.

"Right" Those white knuckles turned into faintldrenes, then finally normal tone of
skin color. Large hands dropping and the tall bioolging to face the bard, Gabrielle



turning her own body to Xena. "Gabrielle?"
"Hmm?" The warrior closed her eyes for a momen tte®pened them again.

"Say the word if you want to leave this one...or ather fight in the future” The
small woman stood in shock for a moment. She waar# if Xena offered to her
what she thought.

"Xena, the greater good" The warrior shook her fesader voice went very serious.

"I don't care about the greater good when it cormg®u” A pause. "We'll walk out of
here one way or another if you want too" Gabriblleked twice, her stomach feeling
butterflies over the power she realized she hett ber soulmate. She knew Xena
would be true to her word if it meant killing evaan here to do it and she knew the
warrior could if set in the right frame of mind. &bard closed her eyes for a brief
moment then opened them again to look up at her didf.

"Okay Xena" Gabrielle stepped closer. "I don't wanleave this one, nor probably
any others later on. | couldn't..." The tall warmmdded in understanding, knowing
Gabrielle always had that side of her that feltishé to save the world. Make the
world perfect for everybody. Some goal, one thal@dmever be reached, but she'd go
to the ends of the earth with her bard to try amdt.d'But Xena?" The warrior came
back to the present.

"Yes?"

"Just let me know if you ever want to walk awaynfrany one of these adventures of
ours. Alright?" Xena's eyes softened, no walls ¢paimown within them, her
vulnerability being shown for only Gabrielle to see

"Okay...thank you" Gabrielle stood on tiptoe and peeka kiss to the warrior's
forehead. Xena then reached for the bard's haadl,fihgers weaving together. They
made their way over to the fireplace again, thadmdot yet tired. Xena figured it
would be another five candlemarks till daylighiemly of time in her mind. They both
sat down on the cool stone floor, Gabrielle reagtian her diary with quill, placing
them in her lap. "What were you writing about?"

"Um...what happened after you came back" Xena grirkmeaving exactly what time
frame her partner spoke of.

"May | see your diary for a moment?" The Amazon €uarched an eyebrow and
neatly handed the leather diary to the other woman.

"Didn't have to ask" Xena grinned as she openedithy, flipping threw a number of
pages to the end of the entry. The end of the evds/about one fourth of the way
down on the left page, she placed the diary batharbard's lap.

"l want you to do something for me" The blond lodke Xena and nodded with a
smile. "Okay close your eyes" The bard raised &ty at that, but did as she was
told. "Now try to imagine the camp we were in thaght" Xena silently stood up and
then moved behind her soulmate, crouching behiadthaller woman. "All the trees,
the camp fire, the Amazon mountains in the backigdd Xena's hand went to
Gabrielle's lap where the quill rested. She piakeg carefully and reached for
Gabrielle's right hand, she placed the quill ingh&ll hand. Then wrapped her larger



hand around the small one and squeezed some. "HWerdetail, the way shadows
fell on the ground, the sun's rays swept througmtlountains" She leaned in closer to
the bard's ear. "Remember us" A small shuddermaugih Gabrielle, Xena backing
up some and released Gabrielle's hand. "Lock thagé in your head" A pause.
"Open your eyes again with that image in your mand try to draw it" Ever so
slightly the bard's eyes reopened, she gazed dbthe aiary, the image still in her
head clearly. She brought the quill to the blardadrelow the entry of the journal.
Gabrielle then began to draw from her mind, remembeall the details from the
exact time at dusk. Xena watched from behind agyehaed to herself, the bard's
lines growing more distinct with each passing mom#fithin a quarter of a
candlemark a perfect image of that night was dremthe diary, Gabrielle placed the
quill in the middle of the book to gaze at it. Sias astounded at how good the
drawing is a perfect resemblance.

There in the diary, was a drawing of mountainmbackground, the sun's light
passing through, shadows cascading down the didasot to far off to the left was a
log, a saddlebag against it. In the foreground vi@cewomen. A taller one on the
ground left of a fire, her dark hair blowing everdightly in the wind, her sword hilt
glistening in the firelight. Beside her sat anotweman of opposite looks, she had
her hands in her lap, as she stared into the fitelver friend.

Xena smiled to herself at the drawing, she camg& hemund to sit down on the floor
beside her partner. Gabrielle still stared at thage, then she looked to her soulmate.

"Xena, how'd you know | might be able to draw?" Wdarrior Princess shrugged her
shoulders as she reached for the journal and gustl,enough ink left on it. Xena
smiled at the drawing then flipped the pages i# s/as at the very front, happy to
find the first page blank.

"Mind if I do something on this page?" Gabriell®shk her head. Xena looked to the
page and closed her eyes, an image consumed hey anith she looked to the page
again. She brought the quill to the paper anddethind draw the image. "I kind of
figured you could. Most bard's are either exceltmatvs as well or really bad" The
bard chuckled some.

"Really?" Xena nodded as her hand moved, slowlyreage began to appear. First it
was a large built figure, from the waist up.

"Yeah, bards as we both know..." A grin from both veamThe large figure began to
receive armor, a look of a female as breasts rempgea sword on her back. The
head was tilted down, and now the mouth, it waghtliy open, the eyes almost
closed. "...have really good imaginations and dedaiénds. So they're able to create
such a perfect image in their minds then write altfo&o why can't they draw it with
lines as well as words?" She stopped talking aaditig for a moment as her eyes
drift shut then quickly reopened as Xena movedjth# from the first figure. The

first figure was distinctly the warrior, but yettino arms. Xena began to draw a
second figure, lighter hair, and breasts as wellbth a halter-top on instead of
leathers. She was smaller with her eyes shut. Xeninued. "The better bard's
mostly likely can draw very well since their hasdas much as a part of their mind.
One of the most key things to drawing” Gabrielléchad as the last of the drawing
became finished. The smaller woman's head wad tiipe her lips almost touching
the warrior's lips. Arms wrapped around one anadisehe perfect image covered the



parchment in the leather bound journal. One lastiidhe warrior mused to herself.
My drawing to my soulmate, | am yours forever.
Love Xena

Xena smiled and then handed the open journal tertteler woman and studied the
bard as she stared at the drawing. A bright srndased Gabrielle's lips as she ran a
small hand down the drawing and then very careftldged the diary. She then
looked to Xena whom handed her the quill, Gabrigtk it with ease.

"Thank you Xena" The warrior smiled as she leanest to kiss the bard on the
forehead. "How long you been drawing for?" The oleéenale looked to the fire as
she retorted.

"Hmmm | probably did it till I was about...ten wingold or so, maybe a little older”
"What did you draw?"

"Oh a little this, a little of that" The bard archa brown eyebrow at her, the warrior
chuckled. "Normally the village from afar, then atgally I'd draw animals. Then
right before | stopped | would draw people in thlage, like in taverns. Always got
better as | went along” The blond's head bobbeahapdown a few times and looked
to her friend again.

"Why did you stop? The fighting?" Xena nodded headh

"Mostly, that and | thought it to be a talent avaak person™ A pause. "But | always
did miss doing it" The warrior grinned to hersedfshe looked to her soulmate again.
"I do remember when | was in meetings with my menotber warlords or what have
you. | always had a scroll with me and a quill tSometimes those meetings got so
boring | would start doodling on my scrolls with mgtes" Gabrielle laughed some,
just imagining her soulmate doing that with a buathlthy nasty men. "Now that |
think about it, when | first became a pirate, | tsgo to the bow of the boat and
watch the dolphins and then draw them" Gabrielldexhat that.

"You still have them?" The older woman looked baxkhe fire.

"No, burned them in time as | changed" The smalinan looked to the fire as well,
realizing she found another thing about her sowdshe never knew of. "We better
get back to bed, going to be a long day"

"Yeah" The Amazon Queen rouse up then Xena didedls @abrielle walked over to
her satchel and slipped in her quill and leatherrjal and made her way to the bed,
Xena starting to crawl in. Gabrielle was quick@idw as she snuggled up against
Xena. Not to long after they fell into a deep sleegh only four candlemarks till their
day would begin along with their challenge together

Part 3
Section 3
~*Part 6*~



Now you have to come to understand that Xena edjtye mornings, unlike her
companion, the warrior always being the first tckevaormally. The tall female's eyes
had drifted open as she stared at the door, sieedaome sun light just touching the
top of the wooden door. She figured it to be sudgne would be here soon and they
need to move. Xena then felt her soulmate stiemanms, the bard rolling off her

side and onto her back. Blue eyes looked downdslgepy green ones.

"Morning Xena"

"How'd you sleep?"”

"Not to bad" Gabrielle rolled onto her right sisea Xena's chest and then groaned.
"I really don't want to do this today" An amusedilschplayed on the warrior's lips.

"Neither do I, but we need to get up before Menmaes' Xena felt the bard nodded
her head then she sighed deeply. The bard thezdrofito her back and sat up from
the croak of Xena's arm. Then the warrior hersslup and rubbed Gabrielle's back
for a moment. The blond smiled, then felt the welggside her gone as her soulmate
got out of bed. Then she herself rolled out of leat,mind semi waking up as the
cold floor connected with her feet. The bard look®ter soulmate whom was in the
washroom, Gabrielle could just make out Xena's mlasdack.

"Xena?" The leather-clad female walked out with ¢leth from last night, drying her
face.

"Hmmm?" Xena dropped her hands, towel in hand adadked to her partner.

"Make a mental note, that if we ever settle dovat the get a home without a cold
stone floor" The warrior chuckled as she watcheldri@lie make her way over to the
saddle bags beside her, tossing her towel to tae i her. Xena watched the bard
almost finishing lacing her green halter-top, skmtalready. Threading the last bit,
Gabrielle turned back to the saddlebag, pullingessaive she'd placed from last
night. "Xena?" The warrior nodded as she pulledéathers off, holding them in her
hands dangling in front of her as the bard cantestdeft side. The bard removed the
three wraps from the warrior's body and studieditbends, as did another set of
eyes.

"They look good" Gabrielle looked up and smiled.

"Yeah they do, its amazing how fast you heal" Ageaas Gabrielle placed some salve
onto the wound on Xena's waist first. "Do you wianleave them unwrapped today,
they look like they'll be fine" Xena studied thewma on her waist and hip then lift

her left arm up looking to her shoulder.

"Yeah | think they'll be fine" Xena looked to thard whom had her head down.
"What you think?" The bard stopped placing the slanto the waist and looked up.

"Um yeah, think a little air will only help" The waor smiled and nodded her head
and looked back to the floor as the Amazon Queert ack to putting the balsam

on. One last circular rub and the bard moved dheadip arrow wound, quickly

putting slave on it as well. She then stepped lbacKena put her leathers back on and
Xena grinned to her, deciding to make things sinaplé bent down on to her knees.



The bard raised an eyebrow as a grin crossedgseatid she rubbed some ointment
onto the shoulder injury as well. As soon as she deme, the tall woman rose back
up to tower over Gabrielle, the bard making her Wwagk to the saddlebags ridding
herself of the salve. Xena then turned to the diodner right, she reached for her
boots on the floor by one of the legs. She slipppeth on then propped one foot at a
time onto the chair, tying her boots tight. Thedmsmall hands laced on brown
leather boots and then green eyes lifted to sesecwmate working her brass armor
on. The small woman moved quickly to assist heriawith the armor. "Here let
me help" Xena nodded as a smile formed on her lips.

"Thanks" Gabrielle looked up and smiled and wewrklia her task at hand. She was
done in a few seconds and watched as her partikeedvback to the chair and
reached for that well-known breast dagger. Sh@atipt in between her breasts and
let her eyes follow Gabrielle while she went irfte tvash room, washing her own
face now and using the other facilities. She theslled back out her blond bangs a
bit wet as she came up to her warrior. Xena wrap@edrms around the smaller
woman and gazed into her sparkling green eyestH&ineleaned down kissing her
bard deeply, Gabrielle moaning in response. Thanittfiernal knock came to the
door and the bolt being undone. Xena dropped Imes guickly then stopped the kiss
as Gabrielle took two steps back. Both their chestst up and down at a rather fast
pace, making Mene wonder as he entered both seggesfon him.

"Morning ladies. Ready for the first day?" Xenatjnedded Gabrielle not doing
anything. "Follow me" And so they did, Mene, thetsoulmates, and two guards all
made their way down to the practice area which adpp be the center of the
fortress. The warrior had taken to notice thatahmory was now open, she took a
gander at it across the grounds. She could segeitise glinting of metals and it
looked like it was a long building. Xena began tonger exactly how big of a
problem her and Gabrielle just stumbled into? Theriwor sighed to herself and
noticed that there were around seventy-five mdahercenter of the practice area.
Mene stopped walking, as he was seven paces frermém, everybody else stopped
walking in the group as well. He turned his heabbtik at the female warrior and
bard, Xena interrupted the look and signaled forpgagtner to follow her.

Now they stood beside Mene, all three are lookirthelarge number of men. "There
are seventy-five men here Xena. Your friend willttzening twenty-five today with
the staff, you will be training the rest with theasd, hand combat and other basic
skills needed to fight efficiently"

"Exactly how many men will | be training all togett?" The leather-clad woman
wasn't sure she really wanted to know.

"You'll be training exactly five hundred” A pausBetween a hundred to fifty a day
at time" Ice blue eyes just stared at the menlikiog the numbers at all.

"Alright then, lets get started"

Everything started out simple, Gabrielle receivexash course from her lover on
how to train people. Pretty much Xena told herdomhat her Amazons taught her
when she first learned how to use the staff. Tloemér to show any basic techniques
Xena had showed her as well. The bard had merwidiged, that worried Xena, she
wasn't sure if Gabrielle like this idea or not.Heit way she knew her partner would



go through with this. The bard could feel strongsewatching her through the
morning as she trained her set of men, Xena's gradgGabrielle's group next to each
other.

So now here were the two heroes training their emgmies.

The loud sound of two wooden staffs could be hearGabrielle's practice staff met
her opponent's staff in the early morning. The Itead immediately regretted using
this man for staff example. Some how he just mashag@ick up everything all to
fast. Another kicker was he was a large strong thahhad the worst amount of
power in his eyes. Gabrielle had already gone tiitavith the men on how to hold a
staff and different positions you could place tuward your body. Now she was using
this large man to demonstrate to them how if yoweddast and knew the different
positions you could fight well. But one thing Gadie had unfortunately accidentally
forget to show to the twenty-five men was the miogtortant position to hold the
staff to protect one's self. The bard smirked ts&léinwardly.

Another smackening sound rung through the fortasshe two staffs connected hard
this time. Gabrielle gritted her teeth as she zedlithis man did in fact know how to
use the staff. Another large sound crashed thrthglair as Gabrielle felt the blow
take her to her knees, her staff above her heaslmidn became dirty now and held
the staff down using his strength to pressure #rd to stay down. Then he went from
dirty to pure nasty as he kicked Gabrielle in ttwergch, the blond growled and then
felt the pressure gone and the shadow that washargust got bigger. She looked up
to see the man staring back at her at eye levaddirickling out of his nose. A tall
strong dark woman came to the bard's side as theowhkneeled down and looked to
the suffocating man. Gabrielle looked to her sotém&ena to the bard.

"He seems to know what he is doing huh?" The badtiad as she took some deep
breaths, her staff rested on the ground in froritesf her hands still on it. Xena
looked back to the man, her voice came out colddmagh as she looked to the large
man. "Well | think he'll come join my group and ket try to pull some of his moves
over on me" A pause as she directed her words todhe man. "Is that okay with
you?" The man nodded his head in a yes respongah'you think you're a tough
smart guy, we need to fix that" Her two hands glyiskot out and jabbed him in the
neck on either side. The man gasped for air as Aadaer soulmate both stood back
up, staff in the bard's hand. Gabrielle caughtcitelene walking rapidly towards
them, his gate spoke of anger.

"What in Hades happened here? Why is one of myenethe ground, breathing like
somebody almost killed him?" Dangerous ice sap@yes looked to Mene, the
commander stood behind the large man still bregtheavily on the ground.

"He decided to play a little joke and pretend to kriow how use the staff, almost
hurt my friend. Don't think he's laughing unforttelg for him" Mene's eyes narrowed
for a second as he knew to what Xena might have tlmthe man.

"Well put him in your section” A cold deep voicelied to him.
"He already wisely agreed to that" Mene nodded.

"Alright" He then talked in a louder command votoeall. "Lets break for
breakfast...Now!" All the men grumbled and slowly reateir way to the mess hall.



Mene looked down at his man, he then kick him @lthck. "Get up and go get some
food" The large man growled then stood up, he IddkeGabrielle his eyes
narrowing. Xena stepped up to him, her face riglttis, her ice eyes were menacing,
darkness center within them. The man's skin craatetihe turned his back to the
women and walked off to head to the mess hall dis Mene looked to the two
women, his face serious.

"Follow me" The two females were lead to the opt@oside of the fortress from the
men. They made their way back into the same dinhallgfrom last night. They sat at
the table again, just Mene, the three of them wiaite guards stood at the doorway.
Then two servant girls came out of platters of fémdhe three of them. They ate in
silence, Xena and the bard sharing words in phiygiags. After their breakfast they
headed back to the training field where the mereaslai

For the rest of the day they all practiced, no miecedence happened. Unless you
would like to be reminded of the large man fromliegrthat man who lost his smarts
that day. He'd ended up on his butt, dirty, hotl stupid with a dull tip of sword
pointing to the tip of his neck. After that he tmederstood exactly how stupid he was
for trying out his joke on the smaller woman. BysHit wasn't worth practicing any
more, nobody feeling up to losing a body part. I8zytended the sessions for the day,
Gabrielle and Xena being led back to their rooraléan up for dinner.

The large wood door slammed behind them, the lsattgoset into place. Three
torches had been lit in the room in two cornershigyfireplace and another by the
door, lighting dim almost a romantic air to it. Thard moved to Xena as the warrior
closed her arms around the small woman. The Am@uaren wrapped her own arms
around her soulmate and rest the side of her fadkeowarrior's chest. They closed
their eyes as they enjoyed the closeness missinghysical contact all day. Gabrielle
took a deep breath and sighed, she spoke to her. lov

"Thanks Xena for today" A dark eyebrow went up whilena reopened her eyes.
"What you mean?"

"For stopping that guy and | just knew you werechiatg over me all day" The
warrior smiled to herself as she rubbed her hananabdown the smaller woman's
back and then stopped.

"Hmmm he was a jerk, I'm always watching over youbard” Gabrielle smiled to
herself.

"I know"

"Well it wasn't like | didn't felt a beautiful sef emerald eyes on me the entire day"
The younger woman chuckled some, her eyes goirsgdlagain.

"I hate passing up any chance to see you fight"
"That was the only reason?"

"That, and | would have knocked any man there dessd he tried to pull something
over on you" The tall woman laughed some and hupgedbard tightly afterwards.
They then released each other and Xena made hanteaye washroom with her
towel. Gabrielle though plopped down onto the fofathe large bed to rest for a



while. When Xena walked out of the washroom, Gdllerigent in to freshen up as
well. She came out feeling a bit refreshed, blittsed from the long day. As her
sluggish gait brought her out of the washroom, aitdezyes glance to the right at
Xena in the wood chair. The blond sheepishly sniledn at her and she threw the
towel onto the desk to her left. Gabrielle sathia warrior's lap, her back snuggling
into Xena's chest, large arms wrapping around d svagt. She closed her heavy
eyes, her head sinking onto Xena's shoulder, Xanaeay to herself. Within a few
minutes sleep over took the young woman, the wastith wide-awake. The ex-
warlord sat and thought about the situation, wondewhat Okeanos could be up too.
Her mind work, coming up with different ideas. Stee=ded to know how he was
managing to get all these men and money considagngas just starting as a
warlord.

Gabrielle stirred in her arms and turned so thashell arm wrapped around the
back of chair and the side of her face rested amsechest. Xena smiled to herself
and kept one arm around the small woman's midesettie other gently stroking
strawberry-blond hair. The tall female stared atlthr window becoming lost into her
thoughts. A quarter of a candlemark passed, bootsng on stone could be heard
outside as Xena realized Mene was headed for tBamleaned down placing a
gently kiss to Gabrielle's forehead. "Xena?"

"Hey | am here...you need to get up love" The AmaQoren nodded her head and
stood up, running her hands through her hair. X#0ad up and looked to her
partner. "Feel up to the plan tonight?" Gabriebelasied, a knock at the door, and
Xena walked to the saddlebags and dug out a cl@age she turned back around
Mene stood inside with them. The tall leather-dldale handed the bard her cloak,
the small female slipping it on and walked towavtEme with Xena right behind her.

~F ok Kk

Sea green eyes stared at the food, her appetippidgy but she forced herself to eat
the squid. Gabrielle hated slimy foods, but shenvas the mood to antagonize
Okeanos. She restrained herself best as possiohespitting it back up as she took a
swallow, blue eyes watched her. The bard's eyesmiick a moment and Gabrielle
reached for her glass of wine taking a large gl blond felt a large hand fall onto
her leg and squeeze for a instant then move ofielgeiXena winked at her. The
warrior turned her eyes off her partner and tothdord at the head of the table,
listening to him. For the entire dinner, the barantk heavily, but made sure to eat
numerous rolls of bread to better absorb the wiear the end, the small woman
pretends she is drunk playing it off perfectly. $&ambled about random things that
were incoherent, everybody but really Xena lauglaniger. Occasionally the older
female chuckled more in the knowledge that herreaté was faking it all and doing
it in perfection.

At the end of dinner everybody had enough of edlchreand went their separate
ways. Xena and the fake drunken bard climbed tiessbne guard in front another
behind. Mene had retired for the night, not esngrthem to the room. They neared
the open office of Okeanos, Gabrielle began to btanmto the partially lit room and
quickly made her way to the desk.

"Come on, Xe lets go tuh thhhe bed, ya know hiethhaaay"

She smacked into the desk, almost tumbling inds he searched rapidly for



something. The bard spotted a scroll to her rigat had that seal from the other night
the messenger brought to Okeanos. Gabrielle redohé@doulling it underneath
herself as she slumped over the desk.

"Gabrielle?" The warrior came up behind her partner
"Hey, you two get out there!"

"I'm getting my friend, she's so damn drunk shesdtdd&now which room is ours"
Xena looked down at Gabrielle while she turned karckind, holding a scroll in

hand, the warrior just nodded. The two guards duickshed in and the bard put her
hands to her back underneath the cloak. She slipplédf the scroll down her skirt,
her cloak hiding it easily. The two guards camand had their swords drawn as they
came to each of the female's sides. One talkeat@tdavoice.

"Out now! The room is farther down" Xena noddedlas tightly grasped the bard's
shoulders, leading her out.

"Gabirielle its farther down" They walked down tfeuseway with the two guards
right behind them.

"Aawwee, Xxxena | thought that" A hiccup. "Ex..eseune, thought tthat wwwuz
our room" The warrior shook her head as the dothéo real room was opened.

"Uh huh Gabrielle, you drank way to much" They gtghin, the door was slowly
shut and locked, the room still torched self-liatB women took a deep breath,
Gabrielle straightened her back and turned aroariace her warrior with a big grin.
The blond reached behind under the cloak and dlippéthe scroll to reveal it to her
partner and handed it to her. Xena took it and nhadevay over to the bed, Gabrielle
went to the chair propping her one foot at a tisslze took off her boots. She
bundled up her brown cloak and placed it back enslddlebag and walked over to
her soulmate whom sat on the edge of the bed. Kaddhe scroll unrolled and was
studying it, Gabrielle hopped up into the bed amy@d behind her lover. She
brought her arms up onto the strong shoulders estdliem as she placed her chin on
top of her arms. Gabrielle glanced down at thelkEena held, her brows knitted in a
split second. "Xena?"

"l know, I'm trying to read it"
"What language is that?"

"lts Latin"

“Latin...you mean Roman Latin?"

"Yeah" The blond looked at the top where the séadaeme was in bold centered, it
read:

Senéatérés Rémanos
Gabrielle didn't need a philosopher to tell her wthat translation meant.

"The Roman Senate?"



"Uh huh"
"Xena..."

"I know, let me read this" The bard dropped hend¥ack into her arm that rested on
the large shoulders. Xena slowly read the Lationlsdner mind still rusty with her
Latin, but it came to her, glad she'd learned rtrdpher warlord days. The bard
waited patiently, she knew her soulmate knew migltipnguages considering how
much the warrior travelled in her past. Xena toaleap breath after awhile and rolled
the scroll up, placing it on the bed beside hee blond lifted her arms off the broad
shoulders and moved to sit by Xena, picking upstirell to place it in her small lap.
"We have some large problems"

"Like exactly what?" The warrior stood up and motedhe fireplace, feeling a chill
to the room, she threw four logs and padded ovarttrch by the fireplace. Reaching
up, the ex-warlord grasped the torched and wallee#t bround, throwing it into the
fireplace. She turned back around to face her satglm

"Seems the Roman Senate is funding Okeanos, tpktiex why he has so much
money. Some of the men are Romans probably séwpoprotect the
Senate's...investment"”

"But why? Why would they spend all this money fararlord?" The warrior's eyes
dropped to the ground, Xena wasn't saying sometbiligabrielle. The tall woman
walked back to the edge of the bed sitting backdedser lover.

"The Senate needs money"
"What?"

"Well, that's the part you're not going to like @alle” The Amazon Queen arched an
eyebrow at her partner.

"Xena?"

"The Senate hired Okeanos to invade the Amazoroh&tiA pause, Gabrielle
waiting. "From what | know of the slave trade, #hes large money in having an
Amazon slave, they go for a lot of money" The bdmapped her eyes to the ground.
Gabrielle whispered something to herself.

"Especially the Queen" She looked up to her sowdmatena, why would the Senate
want that money, | mean they're paying Okeanokarfitst place?" The tall warrior
shrugged her shoulders.

"The amount of money they would get for the Amazensild pay for it and leave
plenty of money left over. Besides, the Roman Eem@rooking to invade Greece
and take it over. Killing the Amazons off with arsider would be a perfect way to
destroy a possible threatening enemy to them, esubpected of anything and afford
a profit off it to boot leaving an inside army" Gedile didn't reply right away as she
thought, considering all she heard.

"So what are we going to do?" The Warrior Princgesd up from the bed and slowly
made her way over to the chair. She sat down heitback arched high, elbows on
the arms of the chair and her chin resting on fdpeo lace hands. Gabrielle herself



looked to the scroll in her lap, staring at thd se@at, memorizing it for future
reference. "Xena?" Cobalt eyes lift to the bardhiigdie still staring at the scroll as
she talked. "Is Caesar in with the Senate?" Thezam&ueen looked up to her
soulmate whom still regarded her.

"Yes" A pause. "He's probably one of the more pdwenfluences to the Senate to
urge them that Rome should conquer Greece" Gabneliided her head, being told
the story of Caesar from Xena's past. Without exepting Caesar, the small woman
hated him, hated what he did to her soulmate. Butay Gabrielle was thankful for
him, if it hadn't been for the people in her soulegapast, they would probably have
never met. Emerald eyes looked to her partner.

"So we need to get out of here first huh?"
"Yeah, then we need to head to the Amazons"

"Xena, do you think that my Amazons can stop anyashfive hundred men?" The
tall warrior grinned some.

"They won't need to" Gabrielle looked to the flamd thought her face brightening
once she realized what Xena meant by that.

"Lykus?" She looked up. "We can use that" The wambdded her head with a smile.

"That will help the odds somewhat" Xena stood wprfthe chair and began to pace
on the floor in front of the fireplace, green eye&sching her the entire time.

"So we use the fight with Lykus to lessen the m&mgtin. "And to use it as a
diversion to leave?" The tall warrior nodded hemdhe agreement.

"But we are going to need a little money ourselvef®re we can disappear” Xena
stopped pacing and looked to her soulmate. "And&ezl to continue training these
men" The blond arched an eyebrow.

"That makes a lot of sense" The warrior walked dawdrer soulmate and kneeled
down in front of her, placing her hands on the Isdiap. Xena smiled and Gabrielle
mirrored the smile back.

"It does though, that's Okeanos stupid mistaketrale these men, but training them
the wrong way give us a small advantage later ¢n@' dmall woman smirked to her
lover.

"Yeah, | sorta forgot to show the soldiers in mgugy how to defend themselves"
Xena's smile turned into a grin.

"Good, we'll keep it that way, defensive fightisgmnore important then offensive"
The Amazon Queen nodded.

"Saved my life a few times"

"Mine too" Xena smiled and straightened back upngiher lover a pat on the leg and
made her way to the chair. Gabrielle rose up freenlted and they both shrugged out
of their clothes. The bard's muscles were a bftfstim the day, she grimaced as she
brought her arms up letting her soulmate's shdt@h. Xena stood in her leathers as



she watched her soulmate's grimace from behind kigpghe was sore some. The
warrior moved and came up behind the blond and pedjer strong arms around the
younger woman. Gabrielle sighed and dropped het haek into her soulmate's
chest. Xena whispered into the blond's ear as stieed down to the bard's smooth
neck. "Nice shift" The small woman smirked to hérse

"Thanks, it makes a great night shift" Gabriellelddfeel Xena's lips form into a grin
as they nuzzled her neck. The Warrior Princeslsattime began to lightly kiss the
bard's neck, her breath warm.

"It looks comfortable for you" Two light kisses. 'afit a massage?" Gabrielle moaned
and places one hand to rest on Xena's hands ahaursinall mid-section.

"Yeah | could go for one" The ex-warlord stopped d&itack and the blond groan in
reaction then she was lifted up by strong armscanded to the bed. Xena came to
the side of the bed and leaned in, placing hemsatd onto the bed.

"Roll onto your stomach" The bard lazily rolledartter stomach, her shoulder was
exposed to her lover and Xena glance at it. A l&aged lightly caressed the little
remains of the arrow mark. "It looks almost heal€dé blond nodded.

"It's the spot that's the most sore" Xena noddedhéad and moved on top of the
bard. She straddled herself over top of Gabrible knees digging into the soft bed,
her body positioned right over the bard's butt. Maerior pressed no weight on to
Gabrielle's body but all of it on the bed. The olf##male leaned forward and her to
strong hands went to the bard's neck first. Thesages started, Xena made it more
relaxing saving her seduction techniques for andthee knowing both of them were
to tired. As the warrior's hands work the bardskn@abrielle let her mind drift.

"In another time, another land" Gabrielle lookedtainer soulmate to see a gr8he
can't be telling a story? By the gods sheTisé bard smiled to her lover and dropped
her head back down as she listened, Xena contitiliedre was a well known
warrior, everybody loved him, respect him, wanbézome him or kill him.
Everybody called him Jasco" Xena took a deep breatinands moving to Gabrielle's
shoulders. "The only thing was, is this warrior waggreat and known but he lacked
something so vital to life" A pause. "Nobody notldlis one thing about Jasco, but it
was his one true weakness" The warrior stoppe@iabdnds moved to Gabrielle's
upper back. "He knew of it, but never cared to a@dino himself. So he went on with
his life, fighting whom got in his way, helping g#e or being hired to do so. Then
one day he was resting by a lake, thoughts congumgnmind, then something came
to mind and he couldn't turn his back on" Xenatsdsamoved to the bard's mid-back.
"He'd come to realize that his life was truly woets, all he'd ever done with his life
is kill and slaughter, either for his own pridefor money. His emotions finally came
to life after all those years since his childhoaad emptiness engulfed him and
depression surged into his heart once the wallsTake bard felt her partner's hands
go to her lower back as she listened to her |0\8®.he didn't care about himself any
more, no pride, no happiness, no meaning, nothifthin a few days he ended up in
a village, there was group of raiders attackingrth&asco decided to try and stop
them. He went running in, he fought with all hisesigth but his heart wasn't in it.
Why should he had bother to fight?"

Xena moved her hands to Gabrielle's left arm beggto massage it. "The raiders



were winning, Jasco was becoming more and morealpladth each passing moment.
None of the blood being of the raider's, but hendiclre. He was about to give up
and let death claim him, but something stopped Right when he thought death
would bring him peace, a warrior reappeared fromwvhere. The warrior was a
female, she fought, protecting Jasco and the @tafrom the raiders. As soon as she
arrived the raiders were running out of the villagéright from the female warrior"
The bard's other arm began to be massaged. "Jaddwelen badly injured from the
fight and stayed in the healers hut for two daysomscious. His dreams were
consumed with the female warrior that saved himpeauty, voice, and skills. Once
the watrrior finally awoke from his concussion hesviiappy to see that the woman
who saved him was there beside him"

The Warrior Princess took a deep breath and mofféadeobard's body, Gabrielle still
listening. Large hands moved to the Amazon Qudegsnow. "After that they
teamed up, enjoying each other's companionshipy [Haen each other's abilities,
weakness, history, what made them happy or saekfagb match. In short time Jasco
and Sarana became extremely close, couldn't takeayes off one another. Then one
day it happened, their lips had met after a helasille between them and a warlord.
They thought they'd lost each other during thetfight didn't and were relieved to
find each other alive" A pause then Xena's voideesed into a seeming dreamy tone.
"Jasco finally found meaning to his life, he'd tigbr Sarana, protect her, love her, he
couldn't live without her. For once he stopped e#grg his past because he knew
otherwise he'd never met Sarana. They cherishddather for eternity, their souls
inter linked. One of the few small fine tales obteoulmates” The tall female moved
her hands from the muscular leg and stood up ffa@rbed. Xena grabbed the one
torch from the near the door and walked to thegdlaee tossing it in and then the last
torch from near the fireplace, throwing it in tdhelfire crackled and sparked for a
moment then went back to normal, the room darker. Aidve warrior made her way
back to the bed and slipped under the covers, €abhaving done that after Xena
had left the bed. The bard snuggled into her Ie\arhs.

"Thank You Xena"
"You're welcome love, go to sleep” The smaller womadded and closed her eyes.

"Night Xena, I love you" The warrior smiled to helfsand pulled her soulmate in
tight.

"l love you too my bard" The two soulmates let plégke them over. Gabrielle's
subconscious mind replying that story in her drebotswith different people. Xena
playing the exact dream as her bard. They eachdnaie of the characters as their
dream intertwined together.

~*Part 7*~

The next day went on as usual, Mene bringing thewndo the practice fields. There
the two women trained the men, leaving out cedanall but yet important details to
fighting an enemy. By the end of the day, the lvead escorted to the room while
Xena was sent to see Okeanos. The warrior steppethie large room her face hard.
That's when it hit the tall warrior, there was ayv&mall door in the wall behind
Okeanos that hung open at eye level. The femaleeitit to be where the warlord
kept all his money he received from the Roman guwvent. Okeanos looked up as he



realized Xena and two guards stood inside with him.

"What do you want Okeanos?" Amber eyes stared topbinie eyes.
"It seems Lykus will be here a little earlier th@a planned on"
"That's not my problem”

"On the contrary it is Xena. You and your friené going to be teaching my men a lot
faster and more at a time"

"And how long do we have?"

"Lykus is about two days away, by the third dayl la¢tack. | suggest you teach my
men fast and efficiently" The tall warrior leaneshard towards the sitting warlord
some.

"Exactly what will happen after this...fight?"
"Then you will continue to train my men till theg'well skilled"
"Then?"

"You'll have to wait till then, don't want to spaill the surprises now Xena" Cold
eyes narrowed at Okeanos his simply reply was gsiena held back her urge right
then to kill the man where he sat, and so she'Niow then, dinner will be later, |
look forward to seeing you and Queen Gabrielleeh&he Warrior Princess turned
her back on the blond haired warlord and walkedobtite office two guards right
behind her. Xena entered the room in a huff, hes eyere still cold and her
frustration level high. Gabrielle turned from theefto her soulmate as she stood up
from her kneeling position.

"Everything okay Xena?" Cold eyes looked to hem&enly had one word.

"No" The word came out way to sharp then she watdeshe moved quickly into the
washroom. She leaned over the bowl and splasheadeivith chilly water. It felt
good, helping to drive away some of her frustraisrshe relaxed her mind. She dried
her face and leaned over the table that held th, ber eyes stared into the water.
Gabrielle entered into the washroom coming up leelset warrior, a small hand fell
onto Xena's shoulder. "Sorry Gabrielle, | shoultia'te snapped at you like that"

"lts okay, | know you're getting frustrated witheeything" A small nod and then
Xena straightened up and turned to her soulmatewlgt is going on?" The warrior
sighed.

"Lykus is going to be here in two days, Okeanosrg he'll attack in three days"
Emerald eyes dropped to the ground.

"That means we have to train those men faster"
"Uh huh" Gabrielle looked up, but the bard grinned.

"Guess that gives us a large opportunity to mieswapointers to give the men" The
warrior smiled as she wrapped her arms arounddméngr, pulling her in.



"That it does" Gabrielle smiled.
"Xena" The warrior looked down with soft eyes.
"Yeah?"

"We'll get out of this" The older woman smiled logly and leaned down to kiss the
bard on her forehead.

"I know, thanks love" The bard smiled and graspedvtarrior's large hands,
Gabrielle lead her soulmate to their bed and tle#yes! onto it. They both snuggled
for a while till they left for their dinner. Amaazyty the dinner was relatively quiet,
Xena figured it to be due to the news of Lykus.tBy end of that long grueling
dinner, the soulmates were back on the bed. Theehzad herself sitting up against the
head of the bed board, a mug of tea on her nigiddtaside her. In her lap rested her
diary, occasionally the small female would drop tpeitl and drink from her mug the
go back to her writing. She felt relaxed in hermaals night shift. On her left leg was
the warrior's head, resting. Xena was under therspwo cloths were on as she let her
body relax, eyes closed. The bard's left hand thauas playing with Xena's jet-black
hair or her hand would snake down ever once in lawbicaress the warrior's chest
under the covers. Then her small fingers wouldglige over the warrior's breasts
and nipples, not starting anything. Even thoughtdlbeh was light and not meant do
anything but being soothing, Xena could still fipdds of passion shoot through her. It
was amazing to her.

"Xena?" Sapphire eyes drifted open to stare atellang.
"Yeah?"

"Why do you think Jasco got into fighting in thesfiplace?" The older woman didn't
respond right away as she thought.

"Really I don't know" A pause. "People can justgeited into it or they want to"
Gabrielle nodded as she went back to her diary.

Last night, Xena had told me an interesting stdygw a warrior named Jasco and
how he fell in-love with a female warrior named &=. | was surprised that she told
me that particular story. But then | know in Xengiset way she was relating that
story to her and I, to us. Gods, | love that, bedbde to say us knowing the meaning
behind it. But Xena's story, it was something | wimnget. | can tell in a way |
believe Xena was telling me thank you for coming ler life, works both ways
though.

But our day wasn't too bad, till the end. We foontthat Lykus who is after Okeanos
for some past history is coming two days earlierX@na and | have to train these
men real fast, in three days is when Okeanos exhgtus to attack. If that's the
case, then Xena and | are going to need a plancanto escape the fortress and
make our way to the Amazons. After that, | dordilkwhat Xena has in mind, but |
can tell she is thinking about it, even now she is.

The other day though Xena revealed something tthate.shocked me out right. She
told me that if | wanted to leave here that albldnto do was say the word and she'd
get us out of here. Or in any other future figlwtsthat matter. | never imagined she'd



do something like that, for me. | realized how mucteant to her, but | never
expected her to leave a fight for me. She put rferdothe greater good, any time.
Gods, that makes me feel so warm all over. Buln'tllet her slide with just that. |
told her myself if she wanted to ever leave a fighell me, I'd do the same. I'm in-
love with her too much to put the greater good teefeer. Xena had smiled at that.

Tomorrow will be interesting to see what happerspde€ially in three days when this
fight happens. Xena wants to see what kind of wa@u@keanos is. She thinks he's to
arrogant, have to agree with her. But he seemsitmkwhat he's doing for the most
part. He did do a few stupid mistakes, for one dinig Xena and | here and then
having us train his own men. | thought | was gdim¢augh when Xena told me why
they took us prisoner. But then | figured there kmtde more to everything, there
defiantly is. Okeanos seems to have been hiredebRdman Senate to capture as
many Amazons as possible. Then Rome plans thegllinh the slave trade for
money. Neither Xena nor | were too happy about el see what happens.

The bard closed the book and placed it on the statidher quill. She reached for her
mug of tea taking one last sip and placing it backhe stand. Gabrielle looked down
at her soulmate and continued to run her fingexatyh raven locks. "Ready to go to
sleep?" The blond smiled.

"Yeah you tired Xena?"
"Uh huh" The warrior stiffened a yawn.

"Yup you are" Xena chuckled and felt Gabrielle dhgpself down onto the bed. Xena
straightened her body out on the bed, resting éad lon the bard's shoulder and
wrapped one arm underneath her small soulmatebaiterested her one hand on
Xena's muscular soft stomach. Her fingers caretbgedlder woman's stomach in
relaxing patterns. "Night Xena"

"Sleep well love" Another stiffened yawn as thedoleept caressing her stomach.
Gabrielle soon learned that the gentle touch senlover into a deep sleep. The
Amazon Queen made a mental note of that for fuiteee Her heavy emerald eyes
stared into the fire as her body relaxed with hexdnThe bard was quick to follow
her lover as she fell into a deep sleep.

~F ok Kk

The next day was not that much of to tell. Thereew® incidents that day for our
heroes to confront. All the men that day were extdfter hearing the news of Lykus
early arrival. They were ready to fight in theimms, but their skills lacked due to
Xena and Gabirielle's training techniques. But nar@v of this considering Mene
was never around to watch nor was Okeanos. Thiedgoa@sarge advantage to the bard
and Xena if they were to fight Okeanos in the lgtat of this adventure. The Warrior
Princess for the most part was forming a plan inchto escape this fortress with her
soulmate. She knew it would work, she was goingadxe it work.

That night to follow in the dinning hall was fillegith hustle and bustle of
everybody's excitement. Even Okeanos was reelorgestabout his possible future
win over Lykus. He went on about his past advestarel stories he heard from other
warlords that were sure to make everybody laughladibhed except for a small
woman and her soulmate. Gabrielle despised, asadleel, warrior stories. Stories
that had no point and spoke nothing but of blobdpping this guy's head off, or



ripping this person's heart out. She thought it tiafoulest thing bearing in mind her
stomach was tempted to empty itself. Xena on therdiand had other thoughts
coursing through her head. She stared at the tstoleying the cracks as her mind
filled with past images. Images of her slaughtepegple in her hatred filled days the
days she sought for some release only to findan@ woman she would come to call
her soulmate.

The warrior continued to study the cracks of th@een table intently and tried to
block out the gruesome tales Okeanos and the stioéd: Then she felt a warm hand
fall to her leg, she knows who's it is so she mawesof her hands from the table to
drop it to her leg. A large hand clasped a smatknm one, Xena held tight, Gabrielle
squeezing back in equal effort. In just that srhadtlen contact the dark woman was
able to bring herself around, the reassuranceaskerance from her soulmate that
she never cares about her past, that she knowsid iaccepted every last part of
Xena.

By the end of that dinner to two women were extediahd went into the comfort of
their bed as soon as they entered the room. Thringghight the crackle of the low
fire and warmth protected the pair, but little @bplotected them of their dreams.

~*Part 8*~

Sea green eyes stared at the destruction, shenttdudtieve, wouldn't believe. The
bard began to turn in a circle where she stoodhgak her environment.

This wasn't real.

That's all her mind could repeat. She took in ttee $he burned wood, torched
bodies, the smoke still rising into the dark cloatieve. Gabrielle could smell the
death in the air. She stopped moving and staredoin¢ direction she recognized all
to well, her house. She grew up right over thehe Bard could still imagine how her
house looked when it was standing with the barr teeit. Gabrielle then screamed.

"Nnoooo!" It was a scream of anger, hatred and.paechoed through the lands,
being heard far and near. But it didn't settleghm in the young woman's heart. Then
she realized another thing.

She is all alone.

Gabrielle cried.

She fell to the ground.

Gabrielle clutched her body.

She shivered and screamed and sobbed.

Gabrielle's heart only felt the pain and anger.

She had nothing, not her family, not her soulmaté her home.
Gabrielle knows she is alone.

The torment trembled through her body, consumindkart. She had tremors
rocking through her body as she shivered and cHedbody became covered in soot,



black as death itself. She was beginning to becapaet of the scorched village, her
home. The bard rolled to one side and into a pbalasm liquid. Immediately
Gabrielle sat up on her knees, in the warm lig8ite looked down it was red. The
small woman lifted her hands and saw the red ligoxering her hands. She
desperately wiped it off onto her skirt only smegrit onto her legs and lap. Gabrielle
looked down into the clear red pool, it reflectetlb an image of her. Her hair was
black as night, red streaks going through it arrdidee was black covered, red
smeared on her cheeks with tears still coming deashing away some of the soot.
She looked at her hands again and threw her hezd Gabrielle screamed again. Her
throat ached, but nothing near her heart. Her emstsurged to the top, threatening to
kill her being, destroy her soul. The bard's hedidofack into her hands as she rocked
back and forth crying. She whispered words to lierse

"Gods, | am alone”

"My village is gone"

"Xena's gone"

"Where are you Xena when | needed you?"

Gabrielle dropped her red hands and looked to dinle douded sky, searching them.
"Xena | need you!"

"Why aren't you here!?"

"You left me!"

"Xenal!”

Alone in the end.

Gabrielle shot up from the bed as she yelled.

"Xena!" Before the bard could do anything or loolkedund she felt two strong arms
pull her in. She became consumed with the feelfrgafiety and love. She knew who
it was.

"It's alright Gabrielle, I'm right here" The barobbed in her soulmate's arms, her
body shaking. Xena held her tight as they swaye#t bad forth some. "I am here
Gabrielle, I'm not ever leaving you again" The wartook a shake breath. "You're
alright, we're alright" The smaller woman had headhburied into her lover's chest as
she cried. Gabrielle took a deep breath and toak@lof her mind, calming herself
and soon to follow her tears. She took one lagp theeath and released it with
uneasiness. She brought her head up to looked talhsoulmate. Xena dropped her
head and kissed the bard on the forehead. Theovaneught one hand up to brush
back some blond hair from Gabrielle's face. "Yoaydk' Gabrielle nodded her head.
"You want to talk about it?" The bard shook hercheaa no response, Xena's heart
felt a pang of hurt.

She brought her hand up to push the younger worhaa@ back against her chest.
Gabrielle hugged her partner tightly as Xena pldesdchin on top of her head. "You



know, a wise friend of mine told me a piece of adViA pause. "She told me that it
was always good to tell other's you trust your eomst or what bothers you" A deep
breath this time. "She then said it would help fe®l better, deal with things better,
and take away the alone feeling" A very small srfalened on the bard's lips, Xena
could feel that smile on her bare chest, makingshale as well.

"Yeah | know, its true too" Gabrielle brought hesald up and looked into blue eyes.
"Sometimes | need to take my own advice, bettgnaig it then taking it huh?" The
warrior just smiled to her soulmate. "So which dneaould you like to hear about?"

"All of them, but | want you to tell me the one@uwyfeel ready to tell" The bard
nodded her head and repositioned herself in her'miap to be more comfortable.
She then locked her eyes with sapphire one's paakled in the dim lit room.

"The one I just had was mostly about Poteidaia’e8plbreathe. "l was in the middle
of the scorched village and | was looking arourehthfell to the ground crying. Then
when | sat up | was covered in ashes and bloddreéd up at the sky and just started
screaming...yelling at the sky as if you could hear Asking why..." The bard
dropped her eyes, then she shut them tight, figtidack tears. She didn't want to say,
she didn't want to hurt her soulmate yet she figutena knew. "I kept asking why
you...why you left me" Green eyes opened again aokkld back up to pained blue
ones.

"It's okay Gabrielle. What else?" Gabrielle closed eyes then reopened them.

"Others | have had were one's I'd watch my villagdurned to the ground. Lila,
mother, and father screaming in the background'd®rave nightmares of your death.
Even a combination of both" A large hand reachddod grasped the Amazon
Queen's nearest hand. "The dreams of your deathithez based on anger and rage or
sadness and emptiness. The dreams | wake up fedimge@nger or mad at you make
me so sick for feeling that way" The small womamwdy began to let teardrops

trickle down her cheeks. "I can't stand them Xeéw@n't know what to do about

them" Xena's hand tightened even more. The wanndded as she thought her eyes
unfocused. They refocused on the bard as Xena lamefihgers with the bard's.

"Gabrielle, | am not going to ever leave you, Irpiee, never. You hear me?"
Gabrielle nodded her head as tears continuedlidélcheeks red.

"Even in death Xena, | won't leave your side, psehiXena nodded as her own tears
began to appear, a lump in her throat. Her heeetdras she felt love control her.

"I'll never leave your side my soulmate” One singtad in which Xena breathed hit
home in the bard's heart.

Soulmate

Xena pulled Gabrielle back into her arms, they laggghtly and let the emotions run
through them, they didn't want to let go. Too sdaf¢hey did the other would
disappear from them. Xena took one deep breatlerdsduy relaxes.

"Gabrielle | want you try something for me the nexte one of your dreams happens
again okay?" The bard simple nodded her head. "textthink of me, of our love
we hold, of us. I'll be there" Gabrielle closed bges and tightened her hold even



more, Xena doing the same. After a few heartb&atp teleased each other. Xena
looked down into red eyes, she brought one hartd uppe away any wetness.
"You'll try that for me?"

"I'll try Xena" The warrior smiled.

"Let's get some sleep” The small woman nodded &éad land Xena laid back down
and brought the bard with her. Gabrielle sleptamdf her soulmate, feeling Xena's
warmth and safety. She couldn't live without thises woman, didn't want to.

Home

Both women closed their eyes as they hugged eaeh while they slept for the rest
of the night in utter peace.

~F ok Kk

The following day is the finally day of trainingrfthe two women. It was a long day,
a day they both wanted to get through quickly witht it dragged on and on, a never-
ending day. Finally when dusk broke up the trairsegsions both women were sent
to Okeanos for a little chat. The sturdy warlordsvaéthe front of his desk, leaning
against it as he read a parchment. He looked up Wieewarrior and bard entered, he
smiled an ugly smile. Okeanos placed the parchimeimind him on his desk. Xena
walked up to him with Gabrielle directly off to tisede of her.

"Okeanos?" A rough smile from the blond haired man.

"Xena" He looked to the bard. "Queen Gabrielle" &ia@s looked back to the warrior.
"Lykus will be here early tomorrow from my repotédl me" He kept his small smile
and while he watched Xena bring her arms up toscagainst her chest. "That's where
you come in Xena" The warlord took a deep breathvealked around his desk. "You
will be in the fight, Queen Gabrielle though on ttker hand will stay in the fortress
under guard protection” The blond's eyes were Wada moment and she spoke with
an edge.

"What? | am not going to be guarded with your fiai@n. | am a better fighter then
most of your men" Amber eyes turned on the bart vage filling them, he walked
back around the desk.

"You will stay with my men" His words came out iiaav growl, the bard was about
to retort but she felt a large hand clasp ontassheulder, she held her tongue. The
warlord was actually surprised that Xena was abklénce the over spoken woman.
The female warrior looked to the blond haired man.

"And why am | going to be fighting?" Okeanos smitatte again as he kept his back
straight.

"You'll be out in the field with Mene and I, youie helping us with fighting tactics"
The Warrior Princess simple nodded her head. Qibvias stunned by her
soulmate's easy agreement to all the terms. TWhés she realized the warrior had
something in mind.

"Is that all Okeanos?" The man nodded his headlativo women walked out with
two guards behind them. Xena never dropped her baride bard's shoulder till they
entered the room. That's when the questioningestdaor the warrior once the door



was slammed behind them.

"Xena, why...why did you..." The warrior came up to ed placed her hands on
each of the bard's arms and gazed into crystaladeyes with a smile.

"Gabirielle listen" She took a deep breath. "If yeuin the fortress tomorrow I'll know
you're safe and | can get to you quickly"

"But Xena | want to be by out there with you"

"Don't worry, in all the fighting | don't think abwdy will notice me disappearing. I'll
come into the fortress and get you and we'll beobere” The bard arched an
eyebrow at her lover.

"That simple huh?"
"No not that simple, it never works out that sinipl&ée bard chuckled some.

"Okay, | think | can work with that" The warrior dded her head and bent down to
capture her soulmate's warm lips. The kiss wadfiefaaind passionate and soon it
found them both in bed. Two warm bodies moving agfatihe other and pleasing the
other.

~F ok Kk

Gabrielle looked up to the dark sky and somethiogpled in her. She then looked
across the hill's edge to see smoke rising upth@air, her breath caught. She
dropped her staff to the ground and broke outanton, she went flying down the
hillside. Gabrielle almost lost her footing as sfent speeding down the hill, but it
didn't matter to her. Once Gabrielle reached tliobhoshe looked to where the
smoke had come from, not again. She stopped ddaet imacks as she stared in
disbelief at the site.

No not again.

She raked a hand through her hair and slowly watkeser and closer to the charred
land. Gabrielle felt like her everything was bestgeezed to death, life drawn from
her with each step she took. Now she stood atdge ef the burnt town, her eyes
were holding back tears, for how long she coultidas wasn't sure. The air was
thick, lingering of death, everything dark andrhiking anybody disgusted.
Gabrielle's eyes scanned the destruction, a lurtgrieg her throat, her mind spinning
out of control, her breathing ragged, her legs ghak

Not again.

Tears began to flow down her face, she took aisteghe burnt village, a very small
one. Charred wood cracked under her weight, sheetbdown and gasped. Gabrielle
stumbled forward and turned around to stare bawkhate she last stepped. There lay
her sister, what little was left of her. The facaswecognizable there was no doubt in
that. Lila's body was black as her hair once wda's.eyes were open, horror still
contained with in them, her mouth open as if she saeaming as she died. Gabrielle
leaned down, reaching out with one hand as teavewpa her body. She was about to
touch her sister's face to make sure it was relstoe pulled back at the last second.
Gabrielle trembled as she hugged herself and sgated from her red eyes. Gabrielle
turned her back on the corpse to look in the dwaabf where her home once stood.



Gabrielle walked over in that direction, making ey through the burnt wood,
corpses, blood, and other items. As Gabrielle netre area where her house once
stood she spotted two large poles standing inith&lae neared and saw what hung
from those last two standing large wooden poles.

Gabrielle lost whatever contents were in her stdnzaa turned her back on the
poles. Turned her back on the two bodies that itomg the poles that swung back
and forth lightly in the air. Lifting her head bagg Gabrielle turned back around to
look at the bodies, wanting to make sure it wak feaas, her parents swung in the
breeze from the taut ropes around their necks,shleating forward, mouth gaping
open the same look of terror in their eyes lika'sil

Gabrielle's heart shattered into a million pieceslee screamed. It echoed over and
over and rolled and rolled through the world. weequenched her anger and sadness.
Another screamed rung through the area, shattdrengiorld's peace. Yet again
Gabrielle fell to her knees, rocking back and favthile she cried.

"Not again”

She shut her eyes tightly against the pain. Gabnednted to end her life, she
couldn't take the pain. It devoured her soul arattleaving only an empty shell of
which she was at one time.

Nothing left.

But yet Gabrielle felt something tugging in her thghope, which was the answer.
She needed something to grasp and that was thehamdyshe could, Gabrielle let it
surround her and become her protector. Gabriallashed like there was no
satisfaction in life except for death, but this #reenotion hope seem to make it
alright to keep fighting, that it was worth it. Hopuilt a wall around her heart and
soul, encasing her showing her a small amoungbt in all the darkness, Gabrielle
stood in it. Gabrielle reopened her eyes and stielbto the sky, her heart's pain
calmed but only a small fraction as she looked up.

The sky was not longer black, dark, gray and e#dngas now clear, and a brilliant
shade of sapphire swept across the sky's worldri€lgbstared at it, the air around
her changed. Gabrielle felt safety over this sklie, she didn't know why either.
Then something came to life in her, it was lovenfrwhere she did not of. She clung
to it as she looked back to the burnt ground bdlembody. It felt so familiar that
love. Why did it? Gabrielle clung to that unknovavé as she wished it to save her.
Would it?

She wasn't alone.
Her soul told her she was never alone.

Gabrielle looked up to see a very tall dark formkivey in the smoke in her direction.
Gabrielle was still on her knees, slight huncheavérd with her arms wrapped
around her body. That tall dark form grew and migglevay to her through all the
dark smoke. Redden emerald eyes stared up intat@msie blue, Gabrielle felt herself
become complete. The tall stranger leaned dowrdithed Gabrielle from the ground
into strong arms. Gabrielle wrapped her arms arabedtrong form and cried as she
barred her face into the stranger's chest. Thagaracarried Gabrielle out of the



torched village and onto the hillside. The strartben sat on the ground and
Gabrielle curled up into the stranger's arms akspeher back to her massacred
home. Gabrielle cried long and hard, trying toheself of the pain knowing it would
never leave. The stranger never loosened theirogridabrielle, only holding her
tight as she cried. Finally ending her tears, Gdlleriooked up into sapphire. She
stared at the stranger and a very small smile backess Gabrielle's lips.

"Xena?"
"I'm here"
"But...but how?"

"I told you I'd never leave your side, not evelyaur dreams" Xena leaned forward
and placed a kiss to the bard's forehead and guwiispered to her "l love you"
Gabrielle breathed a sigh of relief as she criedragut of happiness and she reached
up with her left hand. She caressed Xena's cheelake sure she was here, it was
true. Gabrielle kissed Xena lightly and wrappeddrens around Xena, hugging her
tightly while she cried out of joy. She wasn't aon

Soulmates

ke
Emerald eyes flew open in the dark room.

Emerald is locked with sapphire.

"You were really there weren't you?" Xena smilethatquestion.

"Yeah" A few tears trickled down the bard's faceslas hugged her soulmate.
Gabrielle was comfortably positioned on top of warrior's bare body.

"How did you get into my dream?" The warrior shreddner shoulders some.

"Not sure, | knew you needed me so | came" Xenaad@ne hand from the bard's
back to Gabrielle's face, she brushed back a fiay ptece of strawberry-blond hair.
"I felt an intense amount of pain right here" Thartor's hand dropped to her own
chest over her heart and moved her large handtba@kbrielle's face. "l knew you
were in pain. Some how my dream connected withsyaad | heard you scream
when | first got there" The small woman smiled ¥4 and dropped her head onto
the warrior's chest and closed her red eyes.

"Thank you" A pause. "l love you" The Warrior Prass smiled and lifted her head
some to kiss the bard on the head. She droppedueherback and ran one hand
through strawberry-blond locks while the other aested around the bard's bare
body. The two women fell back into a pleasant sfeephe remaining few
candlemarks.

~*Part 9*~

You will remember that this is hopefully the wartsoand bard's day of escaping, even
though Xena would have been more then happy tklmeiearlier with her own
means. But as you recall only the bard's refusgipsd that. So now it is a
candlemark before dawn and Xena had risen fromabddjuietly placed two logs



into the fire. She looked back to her sleeping maté and smiled.

The warrior had been surprised she was able to mhake her soulmate's
dreamscape. Xena had been in her own dream whdreah@ a loud scream ring
through her dream. She immediately recognizeddhreas and the pain that stood
behind it. Something deep in her grew strongergrber to close her eyes and it
calmed back down so she reopened her eyes tosszea village with smoke rising
from it. Then another scream inflamed through #mels and she moved quickly to its
source.

Xena turned back to the fireplace and moved te#ugllebags, she pulled out her
leathers and slipped into them. She could feetigigness of them, enjoying the feel
of power she received from them, it reminded hdresfwarlord days. A very small
side of her missed those days, the power and dphtrbshe wouldn't give up her life
now for that or anything. She wouldn't give up seulmate for battle lust, hatred and
blood. The warrior turned back around and quiethdemher way to the side of the
bed, she sat down on the side. Blue eyes statbé aeautiful face she'd come to
admire, love and treasure. Xena knows she needseBaln her life.

Xena reached out with her close hand and lightbksd the bard's face. Gabrielle
didn't open her eyes, but one of her hands canfiapunder the covers and grasped
the warrior's hand. The Amazon Queen moved theiovarhand to her lips and
placed gentle kisses to Xena's hand. The Warrioc€ss smiled and watched as
green eyes opened with a small sparkle to themri@khthen interlaced her fingers
with Xena's and pulled their hands under the baftdis as she smiled.

"What's up?" Xena grinned as her thumb rubbed titi®in of Gabrielle's wrist.
"You're not" The bard chuckled some.
"Yeah it's too comfortable in this bed"

"True, but we need to get moving. I'm sure Men¢ elup here soon" Gabrielle
nodded as she took a deep breath and released Xana. Xena stood up from the
bed and moved back to the fire as she heard tliksldaet hit the stone floor. The tall
female then heard a muffled curse under the bldordath, Xena chuckled to herself.

"| officially hate cold stone floors" The warridneén felt two small arms wrapped
around her leather-clad waist.

"l like them, wake me up" Gabrielle huffed and dred her head against Xena's back.

"That's just the problem, they wake me up to fXsta laughed some as squeezed the
bard's hands and felt her small soulmate releasd he bard made her way to where
her clothes lay and quickly slipped them on andéabaround for her boots. She
looked to the taller woman in question and Xenadeddover to the chair by the
entrance to the bathroom. Gabrielle quickly spoltedboots by the chair and walked
over to them and slipped them on and laced them wdrrior by now was working
on her armor with long fingers, her frustrationking in some. The bard had finished
lacing her boots and turned around to stare gpaner with a small grin. Blue eyes
regarded her and the bard chuckled and made heb&bagd Xena. Gabrielle easily
then buckled the warrior's armor for her and them stepped around to face her
soulmate. "So is this simple plan going to realtyrk®"



"Don't know, we'll find out huh?"

"Uh huh" Gabrielle agreed in amusement then hdwdaint sound of people moving
outside, she sighed.

"Xena, what about our weapons?" The tall femalergrd.

"I'll take care of it. You just worry about protetwd yourself okay?" A brown eyebrow
curved up at that.

"How can | when I'll be more worried about you?"néesmiled.

"I'll be fine, we'll be out of here...one way or anet’' The end statement was mere
truth and it sent a small chill down the bard'skoddien there was a bang at the door,
both heads turned to see Mene walk in with two dsiaXena crossed her arms
against her chest.

"Queen Gabrielle, you are to follow me" The smatiman looked to her partner, icy
blue eyes turned to her, Xena simply nodded. Giddonedded back and brought her
hand up for a moment to Xena's hand on top of herasm and squeezed. For a
moment the bard could see the warrior's eyes shirtirea go stern again and
Gabrielle moved to Mene. Gabrielle disappearedruktiie closed door, her gate held
pride in it as always making Xena smile inwardlyd® the door was closed Xena
moved quickly to pack their things and moved the saddlebags close to the door
along with her small soulmate's scroll satchel.

Within a half of a candlemark Mene returned for Zeis time. The Warrior Princess
had been led down to the center of the fortressevlmund four hundred men stood,
getting their gear ready in last of darkness ofrtight. Their armor and swords
glistened and gleamed in the moon light, even hiagsspear heads flashed. The
armory had been open with men shifting in and ollecting whatever weapons they
pleased of. Mene had disappeared for a momenthbutwo guards remained with the
female watrrior.

Once he returned, he held Xena's handcrafted swside the leather sheath, he
handed it to the warrior. Xena took it, feeling thmiliar weight to it, it sent power
coursing through her body. A faint amount of dadahever took her, the side that
was of Ares. Her dangerous sapphire eyes twinkig¢da early dawn light and then
she slipped it onto her back, clipping on with petion. She turned to look at the men
as they began to move out of the fortress in gramgsmoving to the land

surrounding the fortress outside.

"Good morning Xena" Slowly steel eyes turned tkltmOkeanos, he had his
sardonic smile on. His silver armor was well padidfand he sheathed his sword to
his right side as he came up to Mene and the WdPriacess. "Nothing like a fight to
start the day off"

"Where is Gabrielle?" His smile dropped for a motreenhe regarded the tall woman,
then his amber eyes narrowed as he smiled agailndked to Mene and nodded his
head, the second in the command went off in pursuit

"Your horse will be saddled up and brought outda when the time is right Xena"
The warrior merrily nodded her head and then sbkdd back to the moving troops.



"So how many are going to be out there fighting?"

"I've decided four hundred out to fight the othantired to watch over the fortress”
Xena mentally cursed herself at the number thatidvsiill remain inside of the
fortress.

"How many men does Lykus have?" Okeanos shruggeshoulders as he looked to
his men as well.

"Around two hundred, if that, easy fight" Xena tHegured Lykus must know
Okeanos' men are new, considering Lykus fought leithodds. About two of
Okeanos' men per Lykus' single men, two to one.ldatywould be a good fight after
all considering the odds. As Xena continued to gazbe men slowly making their
way out of the fortress she heard the sound ohshaittling in the background. The
sound became louder in her direction, so the watuimed around.

Cobalt eyes instantly narrowed at the site, hertjghtened and one hand fisted up at
her side. Gabrielle was walking in her directioside Mene and three other guards
behind her. She was chained by the legs with seaaki her ankles, her hands tied
with ropes in front and around her throat she wdsly a metal collar, Mene grasping
the end chain of the collar. Rage built up in tlener's body, she controlled it as
best as possible. Mene and the bard neared withudsels stopping three paces away.
"Well Queen Gabrielle is here" The Warrior Princkesxed to the warlord, her eyes
glossed and dark. Okeanos looked from the AmazaeQto the ex-warlord, his
cynical smile still plastered on his lips. "You lamkve to excuse Queen Gabrielle for
being manacled, but we can't let her run off inrthddle of this fight. We still need
her as well"

Ares' chosen.

In one quickly fluent motion the Warrior Princessdrpulled her dagger from between
her breasts and had it at Okeanos' throat. Okeaas$rozen in place as he was
capture by feral blue eyes, those eyes spoke vauhnat only harvested darkness
deep in them that are just being controlled.

"Release the bonds from her" Okeanos didn't moveeabw voice. "Now!" The
warlord shivered at the loud growl.

"l can not"
"Yes you can or you'll be breathing through yourkngoon"

"Xena, you're in a middle of a fortress with fivendred men, there is no way you can
escape" Blue eyes narrowed.

"Don't tempt me Okeanos" A long stare. "Now remthem"

"I'l remove part of them, deal?" Xena stared hamd long into amber eyes, she knew
he had him scared. But she wasn't in the moodyhd five hundred men right now, so
she nodded her head. Okeanos looked to three guards

"Remove the collar and loosely manacle her hantsbéher back” Neither guard
moved. "If either of you three don't now [I'll kjbu myself!" One of the guards
jumped and reached behind the bard's neck and timglicbllar, and attached it to his



belt. He then reached forward to cut the bindirrgsiad Gabrielle's wrists. Okeanos
was still busy with a dagger at his throat. Thelbmaman's arms were pulled ruffle
behind her as her wrists were shackled behind &et With cold metal, but not tight.
Xena dropped her dagger from the warlord's throdt@aced it back between her
breasts. "Nice place to keep a dagger" The wausgirsmiled to him giving him her
own sarcastic smile, a seeming smirk. He then #ofast glance at his troops spotting
them all outside, Mene moved and headed outsitleedbrtress walls to the men.
Okeanos turned his gaze back to the tall femalespotted a flaxen mare and a large
sable stallion coming up behind her. Xena had dyréeard the hoof beats from
earlier and recognized one set as her war-horgetushed around and the corner of
her mouth almost began to start the form of a sroilé she kept her straight face. The
stable man handed Xena the reins then gave thesgh® Okeanos, they both
mounted. Okeanos looked to Gabrielle's three guafage her away for the fight"
The bard had looked up to her soulmate with lowpgs, the warrior's own crystalline
eyes softened only to her.

"I'll be back" Gabrielle simple nodded her headjenstanding the meaning behind
the words. She was light pushed in the directiomfivhere she had come from, small
dudgeons. The Warrior Princess turned her headtoatie exit of the fortress and
Okeanos kick his horse with Xena right behind h{®na glimpsed around at the
fortress as she rode out, making mental notes efevaill the men on the walls and on
the grounds were.

Her body began to course with the anticipatiorheffight, her mind reeled at the
knowledge and her dark inner strength came talkdep in her. Her love was forced
down for protection reasons, her eyes glossedwhi#ge her back was straight and her
instincts peaked. Xena's dark hair flowed in thetlgebreeze while her icy blue eyes
narrowed once she was outside the gates, her pastly conceived power.

This is the warrior.

The warlord and ex-warlord tugged on the reinsntlage and stallion stopping just
behind the troops. The second in command camerjggg to Okeanos and Xena,
his head down. He looked up as he neared them, fsiee.

"Lord Okeanos?" The blond haired warlord looked dawMene, his own features
masked with coldness.

"Report Mene" The second in command took a deegtibiend began to regurgitate
what he heard from the scouts.

"Lykus is about a quarter of a candle-mark awayhBie hundred and seventy-five
men on foot the other small twenty-five are on Bbesk" Okeanos nodded his head.

"Exactly where is Lykus himself?" The second in coamd grinned some.

"Amazingly in the front leading, they're comingaatast trot right now" The warlord
nodded again.

"Good, report back of any problems, you know howaadle the situation correct?"
Mene nodded his head. "Good" Mene turned on hiks lzewl jogged back to the
forces. Okeanos watched him leave and then loo&ekl bp towards the direction of
the woods where the forest was about two hundrealstind paces away.



"I take it Lykus has it in bad for you?" The wadarhuckled as he averted his amber
eyes on to the female watrrior.

"Yes he does, he was very much in-love with thtelboy" Xena's azure eyes
narrowed at the information, knowing how Lykus miggtl. Knowing how she would
react to losing her younger soulmate.

"Well then, | think | can understand Lykus" Okedrfeatures went a bit baffled as he
tried to make sense of the comment. Then it sthilckfrom a blind side, his eyes
widen just slightly as he grasped everything anduiekly moved his eyes some
where else. The warrior had caught the small shiir between her and Okeanos, he
knew, but it didn't matter to her now. A small giimmed on her lips as she thought
about it. Took the idiot long enough to figure it olihe warrior chuckled inwardly
then refocused her mind to the problem at hand eiles focussed on the woods and
she listened hard as she bent her head down some.

The sound of metal rattling faintly.
Twigs are being broken.

Stones knocked around on gravel.
The sound of hoofs hitting the ground.

It all stopped in a few seconds, nothing but qustn At that moment piercing yells
were made as steel blue eyes looked up. She sgottechber of men charging
towards them and riders directly behind the runmagriors. In the middle at the
front was a rider, his sword unsheathed and a capkykus. "And now it starts"
Okeanos looked to the tall woman.

"That it does" Both looked to the see Okeanos' afamging into Lykus' men. The
sound of metal clashing into metal whisked throtighclear day. Warcries and yells
of pain were heard as the fight raged on. Okeacasned the fight, seeing the Lykus'
Calvary trying to break through the mass amoumhen, but having little luck. He
then located Lykus himself, he was about half wegugh Okeanos' men
astonishingly and still on horseback. Xena theraheg count Lykus' footmen, trying
to figure if they were all there. She started freffih to right, once she reached the end
her back stiffened. But it was to late, a large evak/fifty men came flooding from the
right of the woods where there is a large openin@keanos' line. That's when Mene
came rushing back to Okeanos and Xena, breathimlg ha

"Lord Okeanos..." The warlord quickly cut him off.

"l see what happened fool, | told you to keep amégmount of men spread through
the lines" He took a deep breath, Mene waitindhfor. "The left flank is a bit thick,
spread them out, it should tighten up the rightghiMene nodded his head and ran
back to the men and began to order the men ar@utdinfortunately it wasn't early
enough. Lykus' men were pushing through and fastonmention Lykus himself.
Okeanos scanned the fight and saw Lykus pullindamg sword from a man's chest.
Lykus looked up to meet eyes with Okeanos. Thagdtat each other for a long
moment, then Mene came running towards Lykus igdweeparing to kill him. Yet

he failed, Mene had came head on, to fast andhisstead. Lykus looked back up and
kicked his steed hard and was at a gallop towak#sa@bs. The blond haired warlord



grinned and unsheathed his sword. Xena watchesntire time. Okeanos kicked his
own horse and went at Lykus. Before the two swandg Lykus yelled out.

"Losers ahead!" Okeanos widen his eyes and duckéglkaus' sword swished past the
top of his head. Xena shook her head as she wathbdd/o men come at each other
again.

"Boys will play" The Warrior Princess kicked the maan the side and went at a
gallop to the back of the fortress, she roundahd looked up to see a bar window
and grinned. She pulled Argo to a stop and jumgkthe mare's back onto the
ground. Once she landed a lanky man with a bowaaroiv appeared from the woods.
Xena looked to the man to see him aiming a poiggoet arrow at her, her eyes
narrowed.

"Don't move Warrior Princess" Xena's composure n&attered, she took a step
forward. "l said don't move!" She took another stepards him, his hand just began
to faintly shake. "Don't move or I'll shoot at yo'dark eyebrow rose up as she
smiled evilly.

"Oh | don't believe you can" She'd hit the righttbn, he let go of the arrow and it
came flying through the air at her. Xena shiftedlimly to the left and brought her
right hand up to catch the arrow. She broke itanifand and dropped it to the
ground. Now the young man was fondling to retriamether arrow from his back.
Before he could, the tall woman was right in hisefaher eyes cold and dark. He froze
in place and stared into those deep blue eyesl Waluldn't" His eyes widen and he
grasped and arrow. Xena brought up her fist aniggilack, then her knuckles
connected with the archer's face. He fell to tlweigd in a one limp motion. "I told

him not to" The Warrior Princess shrugged her sthengl and turned to look at the rod
window again. She spotted a ledge coming out dyreciderneath the window,
perfect, she then took account the distance framgtbund to the ledge, to much. Her
jaw tightened as she looked back behind her tovtas. Xena looked up to see a
high branch over her, she grinned. Bending dowa,sginung back up to soar through
the air and landed neatly onto the branch. Shesld@lkcross to the fortress wall to see
the ledge just a little higher up and she ran erthick arm of the tree. The warrior
leapt and flipped in mid-air and straightened kegslout to make contact with the
ledge. Xena leaned forward as her hands graspexidhes that stuck out from the
wall the most. She looked to her right to see thlaw, Xena dropped her hands
from the stone wall to carefully glide her feet@ss the ledge. The ledge is only long
enough to support her feet from the heel to thedipher toes. A large hand grasped
the middle bar and she pulled hard. Xena close@yes as her muscles strained
against the bars. The sound of metal grinding agatone could be heard as the bars
gave in to their antagonist. They were ripped ftbeir home, the bars came soaring
through the air to fall to the ground far below eptfor one to the far right, but no
matter. Xena quickly shifted along the ledge tontria through the window.

Boot hit stone floor and the warrior made her wagrdo the saddlebags and the
satchel She hefted one saddlebag into her handgalliemale then kicked at the
door hard producing a loud bang. Quickly the doaswpened and a single guard
peaked in with a confused look only to receiveddigbag in the face. He fell back
into the ground has his eyes swam then a fist ndensggh his face, his body going out
of commission. Xena dragged the guard into the raatim the saddlebag and walked
out of the room, closed the door behind and batteéghe broke into a jog towards



Okeanos' office.
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The bard listened to the sounds of the battledarva her, she sighed. The three
guards stood outside of the jail, two leaning asfaine bars while the third huge
sentry stared at her. Her skin had goosebumpsoferiting the single guard eyed her,
which had been the entire time. The guards newakespbut this one decided to as he
looked to his two comrades.

"You think Lord Okeanos will mind if we have some?" Both of the guards looked
to the large boned man whom had a smirk on his Tipsy then looked to each other
and shrugged their shoulders. The one to the tilgatieader, which was tall and
muscular yet exceptionally dirty, grinned to him.

"Why not?" Gabrielle's green eyes narrowed atdlea itself, she stood up from the
bench. Her hands behind her rattled from the moweme

"Oh it seems she's looking forward to it" All thneen laughed at the large man's joke
as the lead muscular guard began to unlock the gagesmall woman's jaw tighten

as she formed a plan in her head and rapidly. Hienpgrew sweaty as they entered.
Why did this always happen to her? That's right,whs suppose to be the weaker
one in distress all the time. The lead musculardjo@oved closer to her, right in her
breathing space a grin to his lips. The Queen®®mazons growled and abruptly
lashed her head forward to hit the guard's heachdwded and stepped back a few
paces as he reached for his head. Gabrielle wagdghly hit in the face as she
slammed into the bench and slid down the wall. I8bked up to the large guard his
eyes cold and narrowed. She tasted blood in hethmbar hands reached down to the
edge of the bench. The bard then instantly liftedlégs to hit the large guard under
the chin. His world seemed to splash into a milkdnrling specks of light as he went
reeling into the lead guard behind him. They batlashed into the bars of the prison.
That's when the third guard acted and grabbed &&bhy the throat and held tight.
Green eyes shut tight as her legs began to moeestBiggled with her legs to slip
through her arms. Her knees tightened up and teefebt slipped through the open
circle in the bard's arms. Her hands intertwinedresbrought up the double fist to
meet with the third guards chin. He released thd'®#hroat and Gabrielle leaned to
her right, her face almost touching the bench. &hghed and gagged, air finally
flooding into her lungs while the world around k&spped spinning.

Gabrielle looked up to see all three guards tovgeowver her, her stomach turned into
knots at the sight. The larger built guard leanedrdtowards her face as she sat back

up.

"Don't even bother little bitch" The bard's uppprtiitched at the command and her
eyes flashed red. Her temper went up and in reaGebrielle threw up her hands
with the manacles. The chain linking the two maas¢tll behind the back of the
large man's head. Gabrielle crossed her arms tigbking the man around the neck.
He reached up to the chain to try and removedtitas failing. Then the lead guard
punched the bard in the face, her head snapped bloibd trickled from her lip and
nose. She then kicked the large man in her manarctes stomach, he tumbled to the
ground. Again the lead guard punch Gabrielle butlieathis time, this sent her head
bashing against the wall, almost knocking her cdlel. image swam her head falling
forward into her hands, her body expecting anatih@wr. Yet it never came to her.



Instead she heard somebody being thrown throughittaand into the bars hard,
falling onto the first large man's unconscious badyen another man yelled but it
went unanswered as his body landed to the grouadgile. The next thing Gabrielle
felt were warm hands on her head, lifting her h@adUnfocused sea green eyes
stared into sky ones.

"Gabrielle?"

"Xena?" The warrior smiled.

"Hey, yeah its me. You okay?" The bard sort of sthét the dumb question.
"Never better"

"Can you stand?" Gabrielle didn't know, so sheltaed she almost toppled onto the
ground with the exception of strong hands holdiagup.

"Guess not" The small woman closed her eyes ahd/égm arms lift her up. Xena
made her way quickly out of the prison, the gatthéojail being slammed shut and
automatically locked. They went outside to therfs$ grounds. The tall woman
moved to a corner and waited till five men passgdbe then moved in the opposite
direction of the five soldiers along the walls thewe their room from the nights was
located. Gabrielle had her head slumped into Xéswsem as she kept her eyes shut
trying to stop her images from swimming. The warlamked down at her soulmate,
seeing blood still trickling down the lower half loér face. Xena looked back up to
see the stairs to the balcony way, she ascendedahd jogged down to the room.
They entered it being undetected, the guard fratieeéied in the washroom. Xena
placed her partner on the edge of the bed. "Fegebeatter?" Gabrielle shook her head.
The warrior nodded and moved to the saddlebagkenhair. She pulled out the
medicine kit, bring it to the bed. "Vision swimmipig

"Yeah" The warrior nodded and pulled out a leatiay containing small dried leaves.
She handed one to Gabrielle.

"Place it under your tongue, it'll help okay?" Theed nodded and slipped it into her
mouth under her tongue. It had a small bitter thatéher mind was already relaxing.
Gabrielle closed her eyes as large hands moveertmjaries, placing some
jewelweed oil to the cuts, they stung. But the $mvaman didn't care, her soulmate's
touch comfort her. Xena tossed the med. kit badkénsaddlebags and walked back
to her soulmate. "We've gotta remove these" Laagels grasped the chains of the
manacles to the bard's arms and pulled. Gabrigltelved as the warrior strained
herself, her eyes closed, jaw tight her musclesdstaut in her arms, knuckles pure
white. The bard watched in amazement as one dirtkein the chain began to rip
apart, then it snapped. Then the tall woman's haseais$ to the chain at her legs, Xena
tugged at them breaking them apart as well. Shkedrat her gaping soulmate and
walked back to the saddlebags.

Then she lifted the two saddlebags and satchelamp the ground, she pulled out a
rope from one saddlebag. She tied the rope ontbabs and then the satchel, putting
them out the window. Xena lowered them to the gdoaind then tied the other end to
remaining bar. The ex-warlord then made her wak baber partner, Gabrielle
looked up. The bard took to notice that her wariad the chakram on her side along
with her sword, she had to grin inwardly. "l wanuyto stay on my back, I'll gets us



down" The bard nodded her head and Xena put hé&rtbabe bard and bent down
directly in front of her. The Amazon Queen wrapped legs around the warrior's
waist then her arms around Xena's neck. Xena stackl up and padded over to the
window, Gabrielle spotted the window.

"Xena, that window won't fit use both at the sammet

"Yes it will, I want you to hug me tightly and kegpur head low" Xena turned
around and ducked low as she brought her legsfdbheavindow to touch the ledge.
Gabrielle lowered her head, just missing the tofhefopen window, the warrior
straightened back up. She grasped the rope angedagme leg around the rope.
They slowly moved down the rope as Xena moveddgs &gainst the wall her hands
holding the rope firmly. Gabrielle looked belowdee the saddlebags and her scroll
satchel and right by them was her staff, she gdn8&e then closed her eyes before
the height got to her, dropping her head into Xenatk. The warrior smiled. "We're
almost down Gabrielle"

"I know" A pause. "So while were here, what happeoet there?" Xena sucked in a
deep breath of her muscle strain.

"Lykus is rather smart"
"Not compared to you" The warrior huffed as sheticamred down.

"He sent about fifty men at Okeanos' right flank&dking it. And when | left the scene
Okeanos and Lykus were to idiots fighting on hdraek" The bard grinned at the
description and glazed over story. She'd have i W rest out of her soulmate
later. But right now, Xena's feet hit solid grousnttl Gabrielle dropped her legs and
arms and Xena bent down to untie the bags. Shdladhisnd Argo came out of the
woods and over to her master. The warrior threwb#gs on, tying them and then
attaching the scroll satchel. Lastly Xena put tiadf ento the mare's saddlebags. The
tall woman then abruptly lifted her partner up &etped her into the saddle.
Gabrielle scooted back and watched as Xena hoppéadftont of her. Neither female
moved as they listened, the bard wrapping her anmsnd her lover's leather waist.
They both heard the sounds of battle still goingTdren there was a loud yell from
the window above. The soulmates looked up to speaed looking down at them,
Xena grinned up at him. The guard grasped the aodestepped out onto the ledge,
another guard reappeared at the window. The WdPriocess laughed in evil
amusement at the site and reached to her sideeld&ram went hurtling through the
air at incredible speed, it's edge sliced throlnghrope and bounced off the fortress
wall. It then lowered in angel and came back dowxema, she plucked it out of mid
air once it neared her. In a rapid motion it wasklet her side from start. The one
guard had crashed to the ground, out cold whilether at the window cursed and
ran out of the room.

"Lets get out of here Xena" The Warrior Princesoaded that and pulled the right
rein to have Argo face the east woods. She kickedrtare hard in the sides and they
vanished into the woods and into the early morning.

Part 4



Section 4
~*Part 10*~

Now as we recall Xena's soulmate and herself heapesl Okeanos and the fortress,
and currently they are at a speeding gallop thrabhglwoods in the direction of the
Amazons. The pair rode for about a half of a candl, then the warrior began to
feel her soulmate's head falling onto her backrdeuld be a jounce of Argo and
Gabrielle would lift her head once more, only teédé falling back to Xena's back
within a few heartbeats. So Xena slowed down, arlég on Argo's reins, the bard
straightened up immediately wondering what was gjoim.

"Why are we stopping Xena?" The warrior slippedfeet out of the stirrups and
swung her left leg over to one side to sit sidekadichen she placed her right leg
where her left leg was originally, so basically sioe sat backwards in the saddle.
Xena smiled at her bard's curious expression asested her large hands on her own
thighs.

"Wanted to check on you, that's why" The bard atabhee eyebrow. "How's your
head feel?"

"My vision still swimming but not as much as eatlie

"Does the leaf still have a bitter taste to it?SliAake of the head. "Let me see it"
Gabrielle removed the tiny leaf from under her iom@nd handed it to her lover.
Xena held the end and placed the very tip if ib iner mouth. She chewed on the tip
of it for a moment and instantly her mouth was de@with a tart taste, her teeth
almost curling. The warrior removed it from her rtigthanding it back to the bard.
"Just go ahead and eat it " The bard's emeraldveiges in surprise. "It'll help rid of
your shaky sight"

"If you say so" The small woman placed the ledi@n mouth as Xena leaned into the
bard with her right hand reaching out. She graspedter skin from the side of the
saddlebag and sat back in the saddle to watcloliénate. Once the bard began to
chew on the petal, her face squinted together, @theyges closed as she shook her
head briefly then swallowed. "Wow that was strondfs Xena chuckled and handed
her partner the water skin, Gabrielle briskly t@olong drink to wash down the strong
taste. She then corked the skin again and turngeisaddle to place the skin back
onto the saddlebag. When she turned back arodadgehand went up to her face to
touch the cut on the right of her lower lip.

"How does that feel?" The Amazon Queen smiled atidena’s thumb move across
her lips in a gentle touch.

"Its fine" A pause. "Thank you for getting thereewhyou did" The older woman
nodded her head as she dropped her hand to Galsriginds.

"I'll always be there for you" Gabrielle's eyestentd another degree at those words.
Xena looked down at the bard's wrists that stitl tiee shackles.

"l can wait till later to remove them" Blue eyesked up and the warrior nodded her
head in understanding.



"If we get moving now and go for the rest of the dad take a break some where in
there, we could make it to the Amazons by nightfal go non stop and make it there
by late afternoon” Gabrielle's eyes went shadowwfmoment as she thought, then
she looked to her tall partner again.

"I'd defiantly would need a respite some wherehagre" The tall woman chuckled at
the bard's words and then leaned in to tenderlytkis young woman. Xena's mouth
was tainted with the taste of tart blood, that s@sething she'd never experienced
before. The warrior then repositioned herself mdhddle, facing forward once more.

"Tired?"
"Yeah"

"Try to get some sleep love, there'll be a roathe® soon, make the ride more
smooth" Gabrielle smiled as she wrapped her amghglyiaround the warrior and
dropped her head against the muscular back. Watlgnarter of a candle mark the
small woman was dozing soundlessly on Xena's baithey rode on at a canter.

~F ok h

Green eyes opened again as she felt Argo slow déamrielle lifted her head from
Xena's back. The warrior steered the mare intoallsrpen clearing off the rode.
Pulling on the reins again, the horse stopped lareivther head up and down, Xena
patted the mare on the neck.

"Good girl" Xena's boots came out of the stirrupd ahe landed to the ground, her
knees bending then straightening back up. Nextltoww was the bard herself, her
bonds rattling as she landed on the soft greemgkdWhy don't you go sit down, I'll
be right there to get the shackles off" Gabrietidared her head and moved to the
center of the clearing and sat on the ground. Xeraickled a saddlebag and carried
it over to where her soulmate sat. She sat doviromt of the bard to face her while
she dropped the bag to ground next to her. Xeteddifirough the leather bag, finding
a long dagger and then some fruit. She pulled oatpple and tossed it to her
soulmate. The bard caught it in mid-air and begamunch on it and the warrior's
hands went to the bond on the bard's right legaX#aced the tip of the dagger into
the open keyhole and began to move it around. iSteméd to the workings inside
react to the dagger's movement as she twisteduaned the knife. Gabrielle took a
few bites from the red apple.

"Xena, what are we going to do if Okeanos survithed fight?" Blue eyes looked up
for a moment then went back to the shackle.

"We'll take care of him"

"Xena we don't have enough Amazon to stop the mMgmdp and the shackle fell to
the ground. The bard grinned and took a few mdesliiom the apple as large hand
worked on the other leg shackle.

"The Amazons won't have to fight them alone" Xenarged as she saw her soulmate
bring up a brown eyebrow in wonderment.

"What are you planning?" The warrior chuckled as tshined the dagger left then
right then a hard left. A ping was heard as theséshackle fell to the ground.



"Let me see your right wrist" The small woman hieéat hand out, but it contained the
apple as well. Gabrielle offered her a bite, Xeraeajully taking a few then the other
small hand held the apple. The tall female heldotdrel's wrist as the dagger probed
the keyhole. "The Amazons are going to hire somecemaries. | figure Okeanos will
be receiving more warriors and experience ondsadt The blond swallowed from an
apple bit.

"Xena, the Amazons can't afford a group of merdesawe both now that" Xena
grinned up her lover as the wrist manacle gaveachumlatched from the small wrist
hitting the ground. The ex-warlord moving to thstlaond on the bard's body.

"Well as of now, the Amazons' treasury increaseabri&lle took another chew from
the apple as she thought. Her mind raced at whena Xould have gotten that idea.
Her mind centered on the treaty, Okeanos was iy the saddlebags looked a
little heavier then normal. She turned her heaglaace at the one on Argo and
looked back to her smirking soulmate.

"Xena you didn't?" The older woman chuckled sormentshe pressed down hard
with the dagger, and the manacle lost the batteséipped off the bard's wrist.
Gabrielle took a last bite from the crisp apple #r&h she tossed it into the woods
and watched as Xena retrieved her own red apple.

"l stole enough money for two mercenaries techhjicab the Amazon Nation has
extra money now" The bard shook her head as sHedoiher soulmate. Gabrielle
rubbed her wrist.

"Let me guess, you also know a mercenary from past that's an old friend that'll
help out" Xena grinned at her friend as she mundmetthe apple.

"Actually, he and | didn't have a great friendspgy to say, but I think it'll still work
out" The watrrior glanced at her lover's wrists las gibbed them, she was happy to
see no rashes, yet. Gabrielle then crossed heateypicked up the four shackles and
looked at them.

"What you want to do with these?" The tall wartiook a huge chomp from the apple
and didn't respond till she swallowed the juicytid

"Amazons can use them" Gabrielle raised and eyebrahstood up still glancing
down at her partner.

"In what way is what I'd like to know" The bard c¢gut site of her friend's mouth
hanging open right before she turned her backdliter woman and made her way
over to Argo. She slipped the shackles into thellgalolag and then turned back
around crossing her arms against her chest. "Sayduhisold mercenary friend
have a history together | assume" A simple nodahedaabite into the apple one last
time and tossing the remains into the woods whetteri€lle had. Xena then picked
up the leather saddlebag beside her and stood.

"We do, haven't seen him in years though" Thef¢éatlale padded over to Argo to
stand next to the bard. The saddlebag she carasceffortlessly buckled back onto
the mare's rump. Gabrielle now stared into bedwtky splashed eyes, she became
lost in them for a few heartbeats. Her mind refedushile she grinned up at her



soulmate.

"So were you both lovers?" The warrior's heart sdss beat at the unexpected
guestion that came smacking into her from no where.

"No we weren't" The bard kept her grin, surprising warrior some as she wondered
why her partner was grinning over something rasleeious. "What are you smirking
about?" Gabrielle chuckled as she dropped her fogadsecond then looked back up.

"Its cute to watch you get under pressure” A dgdbeow rose up.

"Cute huh?" Xena's face went extremely serious i@l quickly noticed as she
dropped her grin. "Why you so calm about that t8pithe bard still had her arms
crossed against her chest, but she loosened lesbwle as she relaxed.

"Well I will admit whatever past lovers you had daart a hint of jealousy” A pause
as Gabrielle thought, her eyes staring at the groumle her words came out in
thought. "But | stop myself, knowing it isn't wortie jealousy or fair to you" She
looked up to lock eyes. "In the end it doesn't erdtt me Xena because | know..."
Xena cut her off, finishing the sentence for her.

"You're my soulmate" Gabrielle smiled up to her andded her head. One of the
warrior's rare warm smiles over took her lips asIsént down to capture the smaller
woman's lips. Once the sweet kiss was broken Xepaher head low.

"Thank you love. That means a lot to me" A pausEasa organized her feelings and
thoughts. "Makes me feel more comfortable to tallgdu about my past
relationships...just my past in general" Gabriellptkeer smiled as she uncrossed her
arms to rest a hand on Xena's upper arm.

"Xena, | love you, you are all that matters in thisrld to me" They both fell into soul
searching kiss, but the heroes had to leave th# slearing. The Greater Good
beckon them to bring a small amount of order aetg#o this world. So they
climbed onto the war-horse and rode on at a fulbgaFor once Gabrielle tried to
enjoy the ride, she did. She let her body takehersensation that she was flying, she
thought she was. The bard thought she could gebuses feeling which actually
shocked her. Then she wandered if the only redsemnvas slowly beginning to enjoy
riding was because her soulmate was sitting intfobher? Or was it because a part
of her that is her soulmate was coming more tod#each day passed?

As each day brought their souls closer and closerane day they would become
oneonce again.

They rode for the rest of the day, making good tioveards the Amazons. Once they
reached the Amazon Mountains did they dismountsgin to walk through them.
Unfortunately it was becoming late afternoon arelghin glared at an angle into their
eyes. It made the trip conflicting more then anyghiEspecially for the bard who
loved the mountains, the beauty of them. Yet thilynsoved through the mountains,
estimating to walk into the forest on the otheesndthin a candle mark or so. The
bard had removed her staff earlier from the saddjebShe was getting rather bored.
To entertain herself the small woman began to g@rstaff in her hands, forming a
circle in front of her with the staff. Blue eyestalaed intently.



"Trying spinning faster" Gabrielle shifted her eyexk to the warrior behind her.
A challenge.

The small woman sucked in a deep breath and loalkezhd, her eyes slits from the
sun's rays. She saw nothing in her path aheadtiatavith her as she followed the
path. It wouldn't matter any way, the bard knewdasher soulmate would watch
over her. Hence she began to spin the staff ramdipnt of her as she walked. The
wooden staff began to turn into a bit of blur as sfed to go faster with the twirl.
Xena watched tenaciously to see exactly how faskver could get the staff to spin,
rather a valuable technique to show power andigeesiaking a risk the bard closed
her eyes as she walked, hoping nothing was in héing path. She concentrated
more and more on the movement of her arms. A dakrew extends up as the staff
rapidly picked up speed to become nothing but avbrolur. Xena grinned at the
demonstration, she was more then satisfied. Thetheg to happen was the staff
coming to a sudden stop and the end of it meeliagdcky ground in triumph. Green
eyes were flashing when Gabrielle looked back tesbalmate with a grin.

"How was that?" The warrior grinned.

"Not bad" The Amazon Queen rolled her eyes at tieravoman and then averted
her eyes back ahead of herself.

"Not bad means good huh?" Xena's grin shifted moea smile.

"It wasn't good either, it was perfect" A surprigade looked back at the warrior,
Xena held her smile towards the bard.

"Thanks" Gabrielle knew her soulmate never handec¢ompliments lightly or all
the time. They were one of the small things thel lbeid onto.

The small things in life truly matter.

That was one thing Gabrielle had learned in hee tivith the watrrior. It was the small
things and the people she loves that she'll n@teyd of. Those were the entities that
she held within her heart to never let go. Thentthaior tossed a question at her
soulmate that broke her thoughts.

"How you feeling?" The bard slowed up her walk tavibe beside her soulmate,
matching her broad gate.

"Better"

"Must be if your spinning your staff around” A grvas passed to the warrior from
the bard.

"Yes well, | figured a little exercise would be aiconsidering how talkative we are
right now" Xena chuckled at the explanation.

"As soon as we make our way into the Nation, thelebe plenty of talk then" The
bard sighed, knowing exactly what kind of talk thetuld be.

"That's not the sort of things | was thinking oatiering about"



"Not in the mood to gossip with Ephiny?" Gabriedtared down her partner with a
look and then she grinned some.

"Xena, | am not the one to gossip"
"Really?"

"Xena!" The warrior eyed the bard as she shruggedihoulders and looked back
ahead with a more then wry face. "Okay okay, diinit | gossip some" An arched
eyebrow. "Maybe more then some" Two arched darkreyes now. "l gossip,
happy?" A cough from the warrior. "Fine! | gossifen are you satisfied now?"
Xena's head bobbed up and down twice.

"You gossip my bard" Gabrielle gave a small snothat.

"Come on now Xena, give me some slack, | only talEphiny about..." The bard
searched for the right word. "...Things" The tall wanmooked to her soulmate with a
grin.

"Yup, you only talk to Eph so far. | am waiting f8olari to become part of the fan
club and then maybe Eponin" The young woman rdikxdeyes.

"Epinion, you've gotta be kidding me Xena? Epinaboth know is to much into
that warrior ego”

"Oh warrior ego huh?" Gabrielle mentally slappedsbE over the use of her words as
she hastily tried to come up with an explanatiosamething, anything.

"Not that a warrior ego is bad or anything" A momeédust well..." She is stuck in a
rut. "You know Xena, warriors are hard to talk Agfother mental slap. "Not saying
you are or anything, just in a general aspectiffiat

"Uh huh" Oh boy, she bit her lower lip and her mimorked. A small hand reached
up to rest on her tall lover's shoulder.

"Xena, you've changed a lot compared to then. ¥auore open, give more chance,
try to talk more" Xena smiled to her partner analsged the small hand with her
reins-free hand. Their fingers interlaced togetsetheir arms dropped to their sides
again.

"lts okay Gabirielle, | knew what you meant" Thedamiled some.
"Yeah?"
"Yeah" A deep breath. "Just a rare warrior" Galeiglface brightened.

"Hey, | never thought of it that way" They both ckled some at the little joke, the
small woman actually liking the description. It wser soulmate in a nutshell.

~F ok Kh

Within a quarter of a candle mark to follow thahgersation did the two soulmates
make their way down the mountainside into the Amaxation forestry. Once they
were decently into the forest did Xena pick uplee $ound of branches being jolt and
jarred. Then three masked women fell from the trakshree in front of the pair. In



response the two travelers raised their arms ath@reheads, the three other females
lifted their masks off with a smile.

"Queen Gabrielle" The bard dropped her arms asadinee time as Xena did. The
blond smiled to the three Amazons.

"Solari" The Amazon took a few steps towards thel pas did Gabrielle to the second
in command. They both hugged tightly.

"lts good to see you safe, we heard from Joxer Wwappened" Gabrielle sighed
dramatically and held her hand low on her staff.

"Unfortunately things aren't settled quite yet $6l&he second in command chuckled
as she smiled to the bard.

"That's what | figured Que..."The brown haired Amastopped herself as she
received a little glare, Solari coughed for a secd@abrielle” The bard now smiles
to her. The bard then looked to the other womaaither side of Solari. Epinion to
the right and Lysia was on the left. Gabrielle gaito Epinion.

"How are you Epinion?" The weapons master smiletlcdasped arms with the bard.
"I'm good...Gabrielle, yourself?" The bard kept heils.

"I'll be great as soon as | get something to eh# &ntire group laughed while the
warrior in the background kept her grin to hersélfe small blond then looked to
Lysia and clasped her arm as well. "Its good toyseeagain Lysia" The Amazon
bowed her head momentarily as she smiled to thesmmeoman.

"Glad you've returned Gabrielle" Somebody got Itk tight for once, a brilliant
smile now. Gabrielle had turned around to facesbefmate to see the tall warrior
chatting with Solari. Xena chuckled for a momerd #me bard grinned to herself.
Blue eyes lifted from the Amazon to meet emerakksethey locked. The second in
command caught what was happening and began to bawketo her three comrades.
Xena moved closely beside her lover with Argo diyeleehind the tall form. The bard
broke the contact and looked to the second in camdma

"We have to get back on duty Gabrielle, unlessd/bké us to escort you to the
village?" The bard shook her head and smiled tarsol

"Thank Solari, but | think we'll be fine" Solari Wwed her head with a smile and
looked back to the bard.

"As you wish Queen Gabrielle" The small blond shbek head as she watched the
three women disappear among the trees again. Th&males left on the ground
continued on their journey to the village. The stas just kissing the horizon of the
world. Within in a quarter of a candle mark thesnaad at the entrance to the Amazon
Village, they were spotted by many on the go Amaz&wouldn't have been as much
fun" The bard shook her head and walked in withdoeitmate directly behind her.
Xena dropped the saddlebags onto the table relatiase to the bed.

"Go find Ephiny, Xena?" The Warrior Princess turaedund from the wooden table
to see her best friend at the foot of the bedsh#rhel on the bed.



"Yeah" Gabrielle nodded her head and strolled twéine door with Xena following
her. The two women briskly walked to the regentisdnd knocked on the door. In
return they received an angered response, thegeente

"What's wrong now?" The regent had her back tawleewomen, sitting at her desk
reading something or another.

"Just a warlord headed this way, nothing much" Eplhirled around in her seat
with wide eyes, surprised look constructed on batures.

"Gabrielle!" The Amazon hopped out of her seatrttagched over to her friend,
giving her a tight hug. Then she looked to theuatrior with a smile and didn't wait,
she just hugged the warrior. Amber eyes looked batke bard. "Warlord? What
warlord?"

"Okeanos"
"Never heard of him"

"Well you have now Eph" The curly blond shook heati and looked to the taller
soulmate.

"You've heard of him?" She got a hard toned respamseturn.

"No | haven't, he's rather new to the game of watfahe regent nodded her head and
looked back to her desk then back to the two women.

"Come on sit down" And that's exactly what they. &g@hiny had pulled up two more
chairs by her desk for them to sit in, Gabriellagohg her staff against the wall.
Amber eyes gazed at them while sapphire and emstaled back. "l heard about
how you were kidnap" Her words going to the badaxeér is still here as a matter of
fact, we wouldn't let him leave since Xena requksien to stay here till either or
both of you returned” The bard looked to her soténaad raised an eyebrow at her.

"What?"
"Keep Joxer here Xena? Amazons, all women" A sbfube shoulders.

"Want to make sure he was safe, besides it is fudum to be around some
mentally and physically strong women" The bard &hect. Then Eph cut in.

"So tell me the story" Xena looked to her loverhnatgrin, Gabrielle interrupted the
look immediately and looked to her Amazon friend.

"Well..." And that's when the story began that we/eatured through, so far. Our
bard retold the entire story to the Amazon, Eplabgorbing it in and Xena nodding
once in a few to confirm the bard's words. GosSipwas it just a story? It didn't
matter in the end. "...and as you know Xena andtlgos here" The tall warrior took

a quick gander out of the window to see the stairskting in the sky, it'd been a little
more then a quarter of a candle mark since thegi\dea The regent leaned back in her
chair and thought for a moment, she looked to rangng warrior and knew something
was up.

"So what's the plan now? | can tell there is on@8 Amazon Queen smirked to her



regent and crossed her arms against her chest.

"Well Xena has a mercenary friend she knows wilphes fight Okeanos" Ephiny's
amber eyes widen for a moment then she spoke ast&ih voice.

"Gabrielle, we don't have enough..." She was cubpfthe warrior, almost same
repeated words from earlier in the day.

"The Amazon's treasury increased as of today" Hnd lmoked up to her partner with
a grin then shook her head as she looked bacletbdfiled regent.

"Xena...burrowed some money from Okeanos. We haveyptd money to hire a
group of mercenaries" Xena piped in.

"Ephiny you're going to need the help" The curlg+d's eyes shift up to the dark
leather clad woman and studied her for a momeaean ttodded.

"You're right, we'll need to bring the council téiger to get their approval first"
Gabrielle nodded her head in agreement. "We'lhdb ¢arly tomorrow morning" Two
nods now. Quick to follow was a rumble of somebsg@yomach, amber and amused
blue eyes looked to Gabrielle. The small womanfigpmed into a sheepish smile.
"But first lets get something to eat" All three fales laughed at the regent's
suggestion along with the bard's stomach's wordsy &ll stood up, the Amazon
Queen retrieving her staff and they made their wwahe food hut.

~Fk Kk

Gabrielle stumbled into the hut, glad of the rooemf lit by candles on the table. Her
stomach was pleasingly full. She and Xena had metith Joxer and told him he was
free to go when he wished. Surprisingly he wantel@ave, he'd thank Gabrielle,
Xena and Ephiny then bid good night. He planndddge early tomorrow morning.

"Joxer sure seemed to want to leave in hurry hiin@"bard heard a deep chuckle in
return as the warrior moved to the saddlebagdydhe leaving her staff by the table.
Both prepared to change for the night, Xena renwptwo of her shifts from the bags.
She slipped into one once she removed all her alerthers and boots tossing them
aside. Her white clean shift slipped on and shegaito face her soulmate, Gabrielle
just removing her last article of clothing, herrgKihe tall female came up behind the
smaller woman, wrapping her free hand around tihéd'9waist. Xena pulled her in
tight and lowered her head. She nibbled on thersadk below, the bard dropping her
head back into Xena's neck, her eyes closed. Glalwigleepy feeling long
disappearing since her lover first turned arounfhée her from behind, she had felt
the desire from her soulmate. The warrior could tlee heat of the other woman's
body, smell the honey scent that always is of 8be then shifted her nibbling to the
other side of Gabrielle's neck, the bard moaningaponse to the sensual feel. A
large hand began to snake up to the bard's sastselhat's when the second night
shift went flying landing into one of the chairs.

Gabrielle lifted her head and turned in her pafrsremms to face her, fire was in
Xena's dark eyes. The bard grinned some.

"l guess going to sleep early has been tossedalght with my night shift" The ex-
warlord grinned and brought her lips down clos&#brielle's.



"Hmm we can always go to bed early at least" G#bisesmile turned more sexual as
she finished the distance and locked lips with X&@a&ge warm hands glided across
the small woman's soft but well defined stomaci bneasts and neck. Every where
and anywhere. They soon found themselves earlgdrals they both planned, but
sleep on the other hand was another story in itseéll.

~F ok Kk

By the time the sun had crept through the eastovindhe light began to crawl up the
lovers' waists and up to the couple's faces ofdyvecandle marks after they began to
sleep. Both sets of eyes fluttered open to the iigtrming their faces. The bard rolled
to her right to face her warrior, her back to the sow, as she blocked the sun from
Xena. Sleepy blue eyes gazed at her then Xena tbansenile.

"Morning" The tall female leaned in to kiss thedan the forehead then pulled back
and replied.

"Sleep well?" Gabrielle chuckled as she burrowedhiead into Xena's neck.

"Of what little sleep | got yeah" The warrior grguhto herself, hot breath tickling her
throat. She ducked down to capture soft warm &psearing kiss. They both pulled
back, their lips almost feeling burnt from the caméng touch.

"Xena, we better get moving or we'll be here all'daabrielle grinned at her
soulmate.

"That wouldn't be a bad thing"
"Being here all day with you wouldn't but when Ephtomes in here it will be"

"Oh gods" A dramatic sigh and the bard pulled theé sheets over her head. "l swear
she acts like our mother sometimes" Xena laughéubatand slowly her hands began
to creep down. All of a sudden the smaller womdpeggtand began to squirm in bed
while large hands tickled her bare sides. "Xena...Sleé was having enormous fits
of giggles as she tried to get away from her adgaekth no success. Finally the
warrior stopped her attack and pulled Gabriellwith a tight embrace, the bard
breathing hard. Gabrielle hugged her partner baek ending with Xena releasing her
and rolling out of bed, the younger woman beingkto follow. They both decided
to move at a rapid pace, knowing the regent wolitnthssoon and didn't want to get
caught being late by the Amazon. Right as Gabrfalleh with the last buckle of the
warrior's armor, there was a rap at the door.

"Come in" Both soulmates laughed for a second dineg both yelled in unison. They
looked to the door to see a curly-haired blond stepthe hut a raised eyebrow.
Ephiny looked to the soulmates, Gabrielle standigigind the warrior then the bard
moved next to Xena.

"Glad to see you both up and ready to go" The tartners looked to each other,
reading each other's looks. Ephiny knew somethiag passed between the women,
but she had no idea what. Gabrielle looked badletcAmazon friend.

"When are we meeting with the council?" The regeniled.

"Right after breakfast" The bard's face brighterth@ word that had relations to food.



"Great, let's go then" Gabrielle whirled aroundibdherself to grab her staff against
the hut wall and turned back around on her healsstepped up to Ephiny. The

regent had a big grin on her lips, the bard justled back. That's when Xena moved
quickly and came up next to the regent's side éaxxkd a hand on Ephiny's shoulder.

"Thanks for coming to get us...Mom" Ephiny's moutmgwpen and Xena laughed
dropping her hand then heading out of the hut. Aim@zon closed her mouth,
angered features coming to life on her face adasiked back to Gabrielle for an
explanation with an arched eyebrow. Gabrielle farart was a hint red, a large
smirk. She saw the question written all over tlgeerd's face and just shrugged to her.
The bard patted Ephiny on the shoulder and quictdyed out of the hut after her
soulmate.

Xena heard her soulmate coming after her, felt Hlee. warrior walked with a fast

gait but slowed up for her partner, her lips stila grin. The bard came up to her side
and Xena wrapped an arm around the small womaatdddrs pulling her in,
Gabrielle slipping an arm around Xena's waist. Bplwvas right behind them but
decided to stay a few paces behind them, watchegrnall exchange.

"Xena | can't believe you said that" The warrionckied at the regent's reaction from
earlier. "It was funny though, she won't let us @&ty with that you know" Xena
looked down to her soulmate.

"I'm counting on it" The small woman groaned anokled back briefly to her Amazon
friend to see Solari coming to her, the bard grthne

"Cute couple huh?" Blue eyes glanced back to SatatiEphiny, she caught sight of
the regent's amber eyes, and they were glowinga Xarked back to her bard.

"They are"

"l think we should...help their relationship along'dark eyebrow went up. "Come
on Xena it would be fun" The warrior chuckled asytimeared the food hut.

~*Part 11*~

Gabrielle looked from the regent to an older Amazba bard's face was constructed
in sheer seriousness and began to show a lackiehpa. She took a deep breath and
knew this meeting would be done with soon.

"So explain to me again why we would need the béipercenaries?" The small
blond looked to her right at the almost white hdikenazon, she had only a few black
streaks left in her hair. Her face dramaticallycageer time that spoke of experience.
The Amazon Queen finally responded

"The Amazons are going to need the extra help"dltéer Amazon Council Member
huffed.

"The Amazons can handle a warlord in our territdrifé bard groaned and looked to
her soulmate who was leaning against the wall, anossed against her chest. The
warrior was feeling Gabrielle's frustration, cragtfrustration with in Xena. Before
the small woman could even respond to the eati¢ement she was thrown a
guestion.



"Even so if we need extra support why not get agroffmazon tribe's help?" Green
eyes turned to the head Amazon Council memberetoded her answer.

"Because we do not have the time to get help froatteer tribe, the closes one is
within three days travel not to mention the timeiit take for them to be ready.
Okeanos will probably be here sooner then thatresébrces strength from the
Roman Senate" That's when Ephiny spoke up fromewiee sat, at the opposite end
of the large wooden table.

"Queen Gabrielle is right, we don't have the timednd a messenger to another tribe,
but we have efficient time and money to have a gmiumercenaries" A few of the
twelve council members nodded in agreement, bualhadome still not siding yet.
Then a deep voice cut through the paused silence.

"Okeanos won't be expecting mercenaries in thd,flggls not an experience
warlord" All sets of eyes with the exceptions o thard's looked up to the Warrior
Princess, now more people nodded in agreemeniGBhitielle still didn't have the
head member's acceptance, she couldn't figure lapeither. That's when the head
council member looked to Gabrielle with seriousseye

"What I'd like to know Queen Gabrielle, is how yexpect us to trust these
mercenaries? Even more so expect us to trust thadBrincess's suggestion to hire
them, she is not one of us?"

Gabrielle snapped.

Xena straightened up but Gabrielle stood up fromskat, making Xena stop from
saying anything. The Queen of the Amazons placetidneds on the table and leaned
forward. Her dark emerald eyes locked tightly witie Head Amazon Council
Member, her eyes flashing.

"Expect you to trust Xena's word? Is that what gek of me?" Her words came out in
a low growl. The Amazon felt her palms go sweatthat younger woman's temper
and hidden strength. Gabrielle leaned forward.dg8ecare to explain why then the
entire Amazon Natiotruststheir Queenwith Xena of Amphipolis yet they can not
trust Xena to select a mercenary group? Now thafgsgestion that is beyond me and
I'd like for you to explain that to me" The Head anon was frozen in spot by the
feral green eyes. The older Amazon dropped herayessabrielle felt she proved

her point and sat back down in her seat, her bieeaihshake by her own reaction and
forcefulness. So she took a deep breath and lowké®® Amazon again, her face still
very much serious. The Head Member looked back up.

"l apologize Queen Gabrielle for my rudeness andignce. | did not thinking
straight. The Amazon Nation does trust our Queeh thie Warrior Princess and the
Warrior Princess's choice. My apologies again” &vlad the head and a small smile
slipped onto the bard's lips.

"Thank you and | apologize for over reacting” Theald Amazon nodded her head
and looked to the eleven other members to se®dd af their heads, the older
Amazon looked back to the Queen.

"Then it is agreed that the Amazon Nation will hargroup of mercenaries for the
fight against the warlord Okeanos" And that wag, thihthe members smiled to



Gabrielle with a nodded and left the room, leauimgregent, warrior and Queen
behind. Ephiny stood from her seat and walked dmn@&abrielle's end, Xena moving
to sit down beside Gabrielle. The small woman taditeath and looked to her
soulmate and friend.

"I'm ready to do that again" The regent chuckledenKena grinned.

"You did a good job Gabrielle" The bard looked agsky blue eyes. Gabrielle felt
pride swell in her and not because she was hapibyher temper, but because Xena
was feeling pride.

"Yes you handled that perfectly” The bard rolled éyges and looked to the regent.
"l could have not blown up like that" Ephiny shreggher shoulders.

"No, you had a right to Gabrielle, that trust slamtl have been questioned" Gabrielle
nodded her head in response and the regent pa&itddeamd on the shoulder and
smiled.

"I'll see you both at dinner later" Ephiny begare@ave the room and called back. "By
the way, the sparring field is free if you two wamtrush up on your practicing”
Xena grinned and Gabrielle yell back.

"Maybe we'll use them. Thanks Mom" The two soulrmdteard a growl then a snort
then the sounds of the Amazon's boots were digiatirielle looked to her soulmate.
"So what did you think really?"

"I think you're a great Queen" A snort from thedherself. "Gabrielle?" The bard
looked to her partner with serious eyes. "Not mamazon Queens can handle the
councils well, you did a beautiful job okay?" Gatle smiled and nodded her head
then stood up, Xena also doing the same. "So ar@igdor some sparring?"

"Yeah, haven't practice in awhile huh?" The warnodded her head, the pair making
their way out of the hut, Gabrielle's staff makpaunding sounds on the dirt ground.

"Wehaven't practice together in while" The bard'egy@'s furrowed together as she
thought about the warrior's words.

"We haven't have we Xena?" A shake of a dark h&zmlafter this a bath?" A nod of
a dark head. "Sex after the bath?" Another nodehlHl have sex with Ephiny?" A
third nod. Then Xena's eyes widen the look of wgterck and outrage and Xena
stopped walking to stare at her bard.

"What?!" Gabrielle broke out into a fit of gigglasher lover's expression and
clutched her stomach. A few small tears rolled doncheeks and Gabrielle took a
deep breath and slowly let it out. She looked hiadker tall lover.

"Xena your looks, oh gods" The bard laughed a fewentime then smiled to her
soulmate. "l was just testing you to make surewsete still with me" A corked grin
from Xena and the warrior started to walk again.

"Come on bard" The younger woman nodded her headdj@mned to herself, walking
close to her soulmate.



"Gabrielle a hard thrust" A groan. "That's it, dy@u feel it working your upper
muscles?"

"Yes" A low growl. "Xena, stop moving" A laugh frothe warrior.

"Gabrielle" The name rolled of the warrior's tongm@ low seduction tone. "That's
the whole point" A loud smack as metal and wood. i@abrielle took a step back, a
grin on her lips. Xena showed her own grin. Thethboved this for some reason.
The bard always enjoyed sparring with Xena, buhewere so now that they are
lovers, all the moves and looks heighten. Gabrigds able to pay attention better,
figuring out Xena's moves faster and with bettdicgration. The bard drove forward
with her staff, Xena redirecting the thrust at ldet minute.

"You know I've been coming up with this new moveng¢éA laugh and then Xena's
sword was stopped by the end of Gabrielle's stdffeaside. Xena then spun around
to try the opposite side to only have her sworgséal again. The warrior then
brought her sword up to come down on the bard, Xeessing her body in close to
Gabrielle's.

"A new move huh?" A nod, Xena leaning her head anentheir weapons both above
their heads in a test of strength. "I'd like to sé&he Amazon Queen gave a
seductive smile throwing Xena off for a moment abfielle took the opening to
push against Xena. The warrior was pushed backéwyiive from the bard's strength.
The Warrior Princess spun the sword in her hand.

"It's a move especially made for you" Xena chucktedn she came at the bard again
this time low at her legs, Gabrielle jumping asItkede swiped under her feet in mid
air. She landed to the ground and brought the &€heérostuff around to Xena's waist,
connecting with the leather clad side. The wailust winced in reaction and brought
her blade down at an angle on the bard, Gabrigdestopping it as she leaned in this
time to Xena.

"For me huh? Gonna show me?" The smaller womamedand pressed hard into
Xena, the warrior easily holding her ground. The#apons between their bodies at an
angle, the bard pressed hard into Xena, now tlelrels touch between the weapons.
Then without warning Gabrielle leaned up at thetlberad to capture warm lips. The
kiss was light for a few moments then the bardddnt on, it became burning and
deep, tongues being sucked on. Xena's one freedaane up to push the bard's
weapon out of the way, the bard easily agreeing.t&h woman then wrapped her
one hand around Gabrielle's back as the kiss agedinOnce it did end they were
both breathless. "Nice move" The younger womangan "And | hope it's only for
me" Gabrielle's body prickled all over as her bas tightly pressed against the
warrior's.

"Oh it certainly is" Dark blue eyes peered dowthatsmall woman as the warrior
grinned.

"Hmm | have a few techniques meant for you I'd tixkesshow you" Then Gabrielle's
free hand snaked up to Xena's breast armor. Hdt Bnggers began to trace along the
swirling brass armor on Xena's breasts.

"Mmmm | have a few others I'd like to show you" Xdeaned down to kiss her



soulmate deeply.

"Lets go then" Gabrielle chuckled deeply and the kwwers quickly made their way
back to the Queen's hut for a bath and as somet cagjiplay.

~F kK

A tall sleek body rose up, water trickled down hede body and into the water below
her. Large hands reached behind to squeeze thefnateher dark hair. Then beside
her was a smaller woman who appeared and grinnedl hgr. Xena turned some and
bent down to kiss her soulmate lightly then steppadof the bathtub and next was
the bard. The tall figure padded out of the washr@md into the main part of the hut
to the table on the opposite side. Xena pickedugptowels and turned back around,
throwing one towel across the room. Gabrielle yezlight it in mid air and the pair
pressed time to ready themselves. Within a quaftarcandlemark they were dressed,
the sun low in the sky. But for once Gabrielle wasnher normal attire, she had put
on her own leathers. The bard turned from the shaddjs to see blue eyes gazing at
her already, a slight flush covered the bard's khe¢ena just grinned at the Amazon
Queen in her leathers. Then there was a tap akahie Xena moving to the door to
open it. In stepped a brown haired Amazon.

"Queen Gabrielle" The small woman looked to the Aama

"Solari, what brings you here?" The second in comuhgrinned and watched out of
the corner of her eye to see Xena moving to thie tabsheath her sword and pick up
her chakram. Solari then lifted up the mask intHeerds.

"The Queen's mask" Gabrielle smiled and the Amamowed to the bard, handing her
the mask.

"Thank you Solari" The warrior turned around to etaher soulmate place the mask
under her arms, curious. Ivy eyes looked back upgcAmazon with a smile. "So did
Ephiny send you?" Solari smirked to her Queen.

"Actually yes, she's plotting on how to get you thaxrk for the whole Mom thing"
Both soulmates snickered and Xena shifted to hdnsaie's side. "So what is the deal
with all this Mom stuff?"

"Well | was sort of noticing the way Ephiny alwagschecking on Xena and | and
seeking us out" The second in command chuckldabat t

"That's Ephiny, she's always looking for me" A pad' think to put me on patrol
more then anything" Both Xena and Gabrielle smirleedach other.

"Maybe she isn't Solari" The Amazon looked up t® tdller woman.

"And what makes you think that?" Xena grinned amaigged her shoulders then she
walked out of the hut, leaving her bard to do tataded part.

"Well Solari, next time you're around Ephiny telenfi she glows or not?" Solari
arched an eyebrow at the Queen and watched her teaatch up with her soulmate.
The Amazon shook her head and turned to leaveutievondering. Solari watched
as the two women in front of her linked arms arehtthe Amazon finally caught up
with the fast paced soulmates. Their shadows wkleng, pointed in the direction of
east, sunset soon. All three women entered intéote hut, which was fancied up for



tonight's occasion. The night for the begins ofaa,wne celebration Gabrielle never
liked going though, but it had to be done. The lghdih't want the celebration,
believing a war shouldn't be celebrated for yetiEpbnly came up with another
excuse. The Queen arrival. Emerald eyes had ratlétat and Gabrielle said that the
Amazons would find any excuse to have a party. iphad just smirked at that, not
denying it.

Once they entered the hut, the regent came stonopigto take the Queen's mask
with a smile. Then the warrior, regent, and Qudkemade their way to the head of

the table. There on the table lay a scroll, a stwdtire the mercenaries. Now all this
scroll needed were three signatures to proveuth ind then the Amazon messengers
to seek them out. Gabrielle looked down the longtshed table to see all the council
members and a plethora of other Amazons. She gusgkitted Solari, Eponin, Lysia,
and Teresa all together she had to smile at tlemest had faintly waved to the

Queen, Gabrielle smiling directly at her then noddner head. Then the Queen turns
to the regent with a serious face, Xena on the'déett side. Ephiny lifted the mask
over the bard's head and spoke in a loud voice.

"Queen Gabrielle has return to us to protect thigoNdrom a threat. Hail Queen
Gabrielle" Then there was loud cheers from allAheazons, everybody's ears rung
from the yells. The bard bent her head and slowlyilty placed the mask onto the
bard's head, fitting perfectly as the old one aiide The mask covered Gabrielle's
face, the long strands went down her back with arshalling of colors, feathers
coming off the sides. Slowly the Gabrielle turnedéace all the Amazons the acclaim
only becoming louder and then the regent held hadhup, immediately everybody
was quiet. The Queen pushed the mask up over hdrdral placed her hands to her
hips, her face stern.

"It has been decided, between myself, regent Epdniiaythe Council that the Amazon
Nation will hire a group of mercenaries select BnA of Amphipolis. We expect a
battle with the Warlord Okeanos within five daysayine less" A pause as the bard
searched her audience then spoke again in hetdoed "Till that day comes, the
Amazon Nation will take the necessary preparatfonshis battle. In the name of
Artemis the Nation will succeed in stopping thisrleed!" There was another loud
round of yelling made by the Amazons as Gabrielkéd down to the scroll. She
lifted up the quill on the right and signed the diment assabrielle, Queen of the
Amazonghen the next signature wAsnazon Regent, Ephitiye last signature to
follow is Xena of AmphipolisThe bard folded the scroll up then sealed it wigmeall
blotch of red wax then pressed the wax with thé aleilhe Amazon Nation. Last the
scroll was tied with a red ribbon the ribbon lyioeer the seal. Gabrielle turned to her
left near Xena was a middle aged medium height Aimathe bard handed it to her
and the Amazon nodded her head then disappeared the hut. By then the
cheering had silenced and everybody began to nwogetta well-prepared dinner.

~F ok Kk

By now it was late night, dinner being over and Ameazons had moved outside.
There was a large fire built in the middle of thikage with Amazons dancing around
it, Gabrielle watching intently. The bard sat oa ground, Xena right beside her, the
small woman looked to her larger soulmate.

"I remember the last time | danced here" A darkbeye arched in questioning.



"I don't believe | was here" The bard thought tleerked back to Xena.

"You weren't were you?" A shake of the head, butaeoticed Gabrielle was a bit
red.

"So what was so funny about the dance?" The Am@uageen did a double take.

"Funny?" The words came out frazzled, "Um nothimgrfy about it, just one of those
dances you know" The bard only grew another sh&dedp not even the darkness of
the night could hide it. Xena just smiled in amusatat her lover.

"Yeah | know, one of those dances where you geasght up in dancing that you
don't hear the music stop playing. One of thoseels®?i' Red all the way to the roots.
Gabrielle turned away for a moment then a largelhanched her farthest cheek and
turned her face. Instantly warm lips seized thel'saand Gabrielle melted into the
kiss. Once their kiss broke Gabrielle pulled badkwreamy eyes, Xena stood
Gabrielle doing the same. The warrior took oneheflitard’'s small hands in her own.
"May | have this dance my Queen?" Xena had her heacd to the bard, so
Gabrielle placed her fingers under Xena's chinldtedl her head.

"It'd be my pleasure™ Xena grinned and slowly bsigpped into the ring of Amazons
dancing. They moved with the Amazons, it was a slawce. So the tall female
pulled her soulmate in placing her arms aroundtrd's waist. Gabrielle wrapping
her own arms around the warrior's leather cladtwalse pair moved to the music,
slowly. Their bodies became lost in the rhythm badt of the drums with the
chanting. Eyes locked in a passionate gaze. Slthelyvorld around them faded out
and it was just the soulmates and the music. Xelh&ér body warm, her senses
zenith, the air around her was warm with a liglgdze that flowed around them, to
only give the couple a sensation of flying.

The bard stared into deep twinkling moonstone exena's dark mane lightly rolled
in the wind, a smile creased her lips with her eitgeth flashing in the night. Her lips
were a vibrant red emphasizing her eyes and higblkchones. Her armor glistened
while the reflection of the fire swept across thads armor drawing her out.

But the Nation's Queen, herself, was elegant artight capturing an equal amount
of fans as her tropical forest eyes flashed refigadhe moon. Her tan body was
lustrous in the fire's light as her feather earang her soulmate necklace glinted the
fire light into cobalt eyes. Her own sunset haiveain the light breeze her smile
radiating with her slightly flushed cheeks.

The soulmates glided around the fire with the ofkmazons. The on lookers became
lost in the singled out pair by the way love illurate off them. It protected them
while at the same time it connected them closercéwgkr. Everybody in the Amazon
Nation quickly realized that night that there wasforce that could separate this pair.

The Queen of the Amazons is the Warrior Princéss\Warrior Princess is the Queen
of the Amazons.

~Fk Kk

The bard stared at her drawing in her diary fazva moments, then her mind began to
pick up on the sound of the rhythmic sharpeninge@reyes lifted and so did blue



from across the room.

"Xena, what were Okeanos and Lykus doing when gtitthe battle scene?" The
warrior shrugged her shoulders then went back aopgming her sword.

"They were both charging each other like a buncidiots" Gabrielle grinned and
looked back to her diary and began to write. Shéensghe middle of their made bed
while Xena sat at the table, sharpening her swidnd.bard knew her soulmate was
thinking, by the way her face was constructed sheulders ever so faintly slouched.
The blond stopped her writing again as she starbdradrawing, in the book, of
Okeanos she had done. She had to admit it loolettypealistic. She chewed on the
tip of her quill then went back to writing.

Ephiny seemed to be pleased with the idea of haiggoup of mercenaries. The
council though took a little more work, but theyesy in the end. The one thing | am
worried about is the mercenaries might not followonders. Mostly due to the fact,
one | am a woman and second | come off as a weak@QBut then Xena has
commented to me before that | have strength intames, the way | talk, just carry
myself in general, | hope she is right. Besides, tkana will be there and she knows
the leader of these mercenaries. Tomorrow we're@xpug two scouts to return from
their mission of spying on Okeanos. Hopefully thefs have lessen, but Xena seems
to think he'll have new men, | have to agree. iatdtomorrow.

But Xena and | decided to try and get a few chsckieghe mean time. It's been dead
obvious Solari and Ephiny are in-love, can feéldtween them. They just don't seem
to realize it or acting on it. Gee, sounds jusélikena and | not to long ago. Thank
the gods | can laugh at all that now. But we'rengpio try and push the relationship
some, | can see how happy Ephiny becomes anytilae iS@round.

Till the battle comes between the Amazons and @keag'll just be preparing.

The bard closed her diary then hopped out of bexdbare feet touching the smooth
wood floor. She walked over to the table wheredagchel lay, placing the journal and
quill inside. Then Gabrielle moved to the otheresd the table where her lover sat,
still in full armor with weapons. Small hands fetito the sword, stopping the
whetstone from moving on it. Two sets of eyes lacke

"Thanks for the dance earlier" Xena smiled to reetner as she gazed up into
beautiful spring eyes. She then sheathed her saratglaced the sharpening stone
onto the table then retorted back.

"Thanks for dancing with me" The tall soulmate these up from her seat, Gabrielle
watched as the strong dark form towered over heerit a small wave through her
body at the strength of her soulmate. "I want tossliou something Gabrielle, if
you're up for it" The bard smiled up to her bewrfd and nodded.

"Anything"

"Get your boots" A nod of a blond head and the badt to the foot of the bed to slip
on her boots. She tied them and walked to Xena wlvamby the door. The warrior
opened the door and Gabrielle stepped through, Bersuing her. The door closed
quietly as Gabrielle waited for her soulmate. Thedbstill had her Amazon Queen
attire on, the mask naturally still back in the.l{g¢na stepped up to her soulmate and



grasped her small warm hand, the warrior walkititfla ahead to lead the bard. The
small blond began to notice Xena was guiding héhéndirection of the sparring
fields. She gazed up to see that the night was, ¢teaair crisp. The stars above
looked like droplets of water caught in the skynade her smile. Now they stood
dead center in the practice field, the Warrior &8s stopped and pulled Gabrielle in
front of her. The small woman willingly moved irofit of Xena, strong arms engulfed
her and pulled her in tight to a warm body. Xenatlheer head down closer to
Gabrielle's head. "See those three bright statdeaways above the tree line?"
Dazzling sea eyes looked up to those three stars.

"The three that are right in a row?"

"Yup all about the same brightness" Xena releasedaom and pointed to relatively
near the three aligned stars. "Now look down kelgee those other two" A nod of the
small head. "Then looked above them you see tlee thimost make a triangle"

"Yeah...it sort of looks like a person” The warridifss formed into a grin.

"Look at the star to the far right, then therefare other slightly faint stars that seem
to make out a sword or a club?"

"Oh wow, | see it now" Xena's large arm snaked kaokind the bard's waist.

"It always reminded me of a warrior or a hunteriéep breath from the warrior. "The
three stars look like a belt"

"It does, when did you notice it?" A shrug of thmslders.

"Back when | was a pirate. | always used thosefstars to know when fall was
coming"

"How?" The tall woman grinned to herself over heriaus bard.

"Well when | saw the constellation | began to alsvpok to it and began to notice
during the fall season they would touch the soutlerizon fast at night" A pause.
"But by summer the stars were never around untegad right before dawn"
Gabrielle stared at the diamonds caught in thelsktyformed a warrior to her. She
began to really like it, deciding the constellatiofi always remind her of her
soulmate.

"l guess that was helpful huh?"

"Yes, considering my ship could be at seas for m®never seeing land to catch sight
of the leaves turning” The younger woman noddedkad and Xena lifted her head
back up and ever so carefully Xena rested her@hitop of strawberry-blond hair.
They stood in the moonlight that flooded over thaaking them glow. The stars
twinkled and glowed, developing pictures in the,skyt the one warrior constellation
is what stood out for the bard and her warrior tiNsi spoke, becoming lost in the
moment as it took over their world. For once Gdlairgot about her duties as a
Queen, as a fighter, a bard. Her mind let go off&ily's death and destruction to
Poteidaia, Perdicus's death, and Xena's own deaghweight lifted from her as she
felt Xena protect her and along with the knowledgaa only loves who she is.

For Xena she too felt the weight of her past disapjn this rare moment. The deaths,



fights, battles, loses, pain all drifted into aretplace. All that matter was now, this
instant in time. They both knew the love they helts unbreakable. The soul that
controls the mind and body and is reflected throinghheart.

This small thing that the soulmates shared is dl@ntty of the heart.

"Want to lay down for a while?" Gabrielle smiletiwlas late and they both knew it,
but the bard rather spend time with her soulméte.k&ows that precious moments
were worth the lack of sleep.

"Yeah" Xena nodded her head and released the smallean, she walked off the
dusty sparring field to the grass near the treks.ubuckled her sword as she saw
her soulmate step up beside her. Xena sat dowplandd the sword down closer to
her hands, the chakram being removed and placéapantf the sheath. The younger
female then bent down only to have large handshmilbn top of a large body. The
bard smiled to the twinkling blue eyes, her back mesting on top of Xena's body,
her head directly between the warrior's breasts.brhss armor was cool but quickly
warmed between the two bodies tightly pressed hegetegs intertwined as Xena's
strong arms wrapped around the bard's mid-seati&eep her warm. The bard's own
hands went to Xena's thighs, lightly caressing thkenthey were delicate as glass
itself. Deep ivy eyes looked to the moon a litdetie right. "The moon's beautiful”
Navy eyes look to the moon as well, a smile forrmedhe warrior's lips.

"It is, almost full"

"l always wondered why the moon would go througbsthdifferent...stages" The tall
woman considered the moon as she contemplatedathés lvords.

"Not sure, but | know it has an effect on the tid8seen eyes blinked as brows
furrowed.

"Really? | always thought that legend about Kripdés true”

"It might, but when ever the moon is full there aimmendous low tides then when
the moon is new there are extreme high tides" Aeatlt makes you wonder if the
moon has anything to do with the tide changes”

"l could see that" Silence and the bard began tckdb.
"What?"

"It would make for a worse story though if it weéree" The warrior chuckled a few
times.

"This is true my bard" A comfortable silence fetlog again and the pair enjoyed the
embrace. But Gabrielle's eyes were becoming headghe began to drift to sleep
after the day's excitement. Xena felt her bardessthse and fall at a slow speed, she
smiled to herself. Ever so carefully Xena sat ughuhe bard still soundlessly
sleeping in her arms. She released one arm anddigk her sword and buckled it on
with both hands while the bard continued to leda frer. The warrior hooked her
chakram on and moved one arm under Gabrielle'saledslipped the other behind
Gabrielle's back. The Warrior Princess stood ugstheller woman curled up in her
arms, a look of peace on her face. Xena stardwedidautiful face, her mind relaxed
to see that peaceful look, it hadn't been thereesena's death. Xena only hoped the



bard was through the worst of the pain, the healegged to begin.

Xena made her way back to the hut with her soulmmalber arms. She quietly entered
the hut and placed Gabrielle onto the bed andtx@oved her leather boots. The tall
female placed the boots at the foot of the bedtlaad proceeded to remove her
armor, boots and weapons. Within a few heartbeat@aXvas just in her leathers and
crawled into the bed beside her lover.

"Xena?" A warm body pressed into the bard's back.

"I'm here" The small woman rolled to her right &&é her partner. She closed her eyes
again and wrapped her arms around Xena, the waloiog the same. One of the
warrior's hands went to the strawberry-blond hasttoke it, Gabrielle going back

into her serene sleep.

~F ok Kk

A large knock at the wooden door rung through taar, the small bard rolled out of
bed. She groggily walked over to the door and opénne little. The sunlight from the
early morning blinded Gabrielle for a moment then éyes adjusted. There stood the
regent with a serious face.

"Gabrielle the scouts have returned with news od&@los" The Queen nodded her
head.

"Alright I'll be there in few moments" Ephiny nodtiber head and turned on her
heals, the bard closed the door and turned backdrdder soulmate slept on the bed
soundlessly, at least is looked it. The small wommaale her way to the foot of the
bed to get her boots and sat down with them inadr tly the table. She quickly tied
her laces as her mind tried to wake up.

"Where you going?" Small fingers tied the knot &wbrielle looked up to a propped
up warrior.

"The scouts have returned"
"Okay" Xena began to move out of bed.

"Xena you don't have to come, its pretty early" Tddeform stood up in her leathers
and looked to the bard.

"No | need to come" Gabrielle nodded and watcheueasoulmate quickly moved to
her boots. That gave the bard a few seconds eanttywake up. Then the warrior went
to her armor putting it on, immediately Gabriella gp to buckle the armor on.
Afterwards Xena grabbed her chakram and sword vidalerielle retrieved her staff
and they left.

~*Part 12*~

The tall Amazon stared at the other two Amazonsiatveenty paces away, out of
earshot. They were the scouts. Lysia watched aetent stepped up to them and
began talking. That's exactly when Teresa steppdbside the tall Amazon with a
smile.

"Hey Teresa"



"Morning” Now both Amazons stared to the returneolugs and regent. They watched
as the Queen and her soulmate came stalking otleisasious faces. "She looks a lot
like you" Lysia looked to the smaller Amazon thextk to the scene her eyes falling
on the Warrior Princess.

"She does"

"Hmm, except she's a little taller" Lysia repliedtwa grin.
"Xena also has black hair and more blue eyes"

"She does"

"Teresa, I'm sure she's a better fighter too" Teegesned up to her taller friend. Both
Amazons chuckled. "But | wouldn't mind sparringwiter some day, be a good
lesson” Teresa nodded her head.

"Lysia, | think you'll not be able to walk for aiedays" A huff from the taller brown
haired Amazon.

"Queen Gabrielle though on the other hand is at gte# fighter, | won't forget that"
Teresa nodded her head.

"Yeah | guess you think different now eh?" Lysiargd down at Teresa, the smaller
Amazon thinking she might have over step her IBwd.Lysia then grinned to her
with sparkling eyes.

"I do, | vowed my life to her" Teresa nodded headhéwice. "Come on we better go
find Solari" Teresa looked to the group of Amazaear them. All of them
conversing.

"Yeah, I'm surprised Solari isn't over there whlkrm" Lysia chuckled and the two
women began to move from their spot.

"You'd think so since Ephiny is there. Always seem together" The two new
Amazons of the village disappeared from the scireeboots scuffing along.

"Hold on, how many days ride is he from the villag&he two scouts looked to the
Queen. Both were short, one had brown hair, therdiltond. Both of them were not
young nor that old, they looked to be in their ttyeseventh summer.

"We believe they'll be here in two days...Gabrielléle bard nodded her head and
looked to Xena. Then back to the scouts again.

"Were you able to get a count of the men?" The brbaired Amazon nodded her
head and retorted.

"There were a total of six hundred, well equipped three quarters looked trained"
The Warrior Princess then cut in.

"All footmen?" The brown haired Amazon shook headhavith a sigh.

"No there were hundred on horse back, they're pvefpared" Ephiny nodded her head
and looked to the two scouts.



"Thank you both, let us know of any changes" The $eouts nodded their heads and
made their ways to the food hut. Gabrielle lookpdaiher soulmate, the warrior's
face etched with seriousness.

"Xena, will the mercenaries be that much of an athge?" Cobalt eyes looked down
to the bard.

"We need any advantage we can get right now" Gléteoked down to the ground.
"The Nation doesn't have enough fighters"

"No, but we have strategy we'll have to just ouad®keanos" The bard nodded her
head as did Ephiny.

"I'm going to go find Solari, Eponin and the CouMdembers, update them" Xena
and her smaller soulmate looked to the regent.

"Thanks Ephiny" The curly-haired blond looked te tQueen and smiled then went
off on her mission. Green eyes looked up to theimar

"Is two days enough time for the mercenaries tdhge¢?" Xena's eyes shut for an
instant then reopened.

"I hope so, depends on how far away they are andfast they can move" Gabrielle
nodded her head, her stomach tightening into aebikggot.

"Xena can we really do this?" It was a low whisjgegeestion.

"Its going to be close, but we'll stop them" Theairueen nodded her head and she
felt a large hand on her shoulder. "Either way ragdbwe're going to live through
this" A small smile from Gabrielle. "Lets go gensething to eat" And that's
preciously what the soulmates did. We can not assxactly the number of people
whom will lay on the ground by the end of this a#nd will never rise up from the
ground. We can not guess the number of bodiesntiidiecome lifeless over one
countries desire to rule another. But we can niyurasume that our heroes will win
out this future battle. Because to us they areytbhater good.

~F kK

By that afternoon all the Amazons of the Nationeveeing trained. Their weapons
and leathers prepared for battle along with themdsiand bodies. The village was
rowdy and everybody mentally prepared for the baXkena, Gabrielle and the regent
went over their forces, figuring them. There waverity-five archers, thirty horseback
riders, and then two hundred on foot. The only faes that were left were; who is
leading the Amazons? How are we attacking Okearitbstiae forces? Where are the
mercenaries figuring into the plan? And where ibi@&le, Ephiny and Xena going to
be located in the battle? Those all being the magstions. So Gabrielle in the end
had rolled up the map of the area to take to hefdnuhe night and work on the plans
with Xena. In the morning she would consult Eplsimce the regent would be to
busy during the day prepping the Amazons. The satdsifor their part went into the
woods just on the edge of the village to spar. &yyeafternoon the pair had returned.
The Queen of the Amazons and the Warrior Princessemounds through the village,
watching the preparations. The soulmates stodueatdge of the sparing field,
watching.



"Xena, what if we have the archers out first?" Béyes studied the fighters on the
practice field.

"Begin the attack?"

"Yes and have their arrow tips poisoned” The bagks narrowed for a moment.
"Let Okeanos get a taste of poisoned arrows" A deeath. "Or we could use the
archers to stop the cavalry?" Xena didn't respayitt away, her mind thinking the
idea out.

"That would probably serve us better" A pause. 'K archers in the trees to take
out the horses then a few warriors up in the tte@smp any riders" The warrior
crossed her arms against her chest while the loartthced to lean on her staff.

"What of the mercenaries?"

"I'm not sure, either way they'll be a surprisaeit The bard nodded her head. The
Queen spotted the regent mingling with the Amaztives; she made her way over to
Solari and Epinion. "Come on" The bard looked upéosoulmate and nodded, the
bard following her partner. Xena made a beelinthéoHealer's Hut, her gate broad.
They both stepped inside to see the healer raisedasl.

"Queen Gabrielle" The bard smiled to the healer.
"Hi Eilis"

"What may | help you with Gabrielle?" The bard ledkup to her soulmate, Xena
looking to the older healer.

"Do we have any hemlock?" The healer nodded hedt teethe warrior in answer.

"Yes we do, plenty in stock, how much you need X&righe warrior thought for a
moment.

"I'd say enough to kill two hundred" The healeysswiden then she looked to the
Queen.

"Do we have enough Eilis?" The healer nodded had he

"Actually we do have plenty. For the battle?" Galde nodded her head. The warrior
moved to a shelf by the wall, analyzing the jargwabels. She plucked at one jar,
holding it in the palm of her hand. She read theland grinned. Xena turned around
with a twinkle to her blue eyes.

"Mind if | borrow some of this Eilis?" The heal@dked to the jar and smiled.
"Go right ahead"

"Thanks I'll bring it back tomorrow" Eilis nodde@hhead and then looked back to
the Queen.

"Exactly how are you going to use the hemlock?"

"We're putting it on arrow heads" The old healenmmed.



"Oh | see, okay I'll prepare the hemlock poisoratodnd report to..." The bard
finished the sentence.

"Eponin will be in charge of the weapons" The heatlded her head.
"Okay, I'll have it done soon as possible Gabrielle

"Thank you Eilis" The two women left the hut toVezEilis to prepare the death
poison for the archers. Once Xena's boots hit tbhergl from the steps of the hut she
looked to her soulmate.

"Lets go to the artillery hut, want to pick somethup" The small blond arched an
eyebrow but nodded and the pair made their wayneravthe weapons of village
were stored. Xena ducked in with Gabrielle rightibd her. The hut twinkled for a
moment with all the metal. The bard rememberedasietime she was here when
she'd first received her weapon of choice as thazan Princess. The warrior
scanned the weapons searching for something, tidenb&a sure what she was looking
for.

"What you trying to find Xena?" Blue eyes lockedlaar prize and Xena made her
way through the hut into the middle.

"Here it is" The Watrrior Princess lifted the woanb toff the small box on the middle
table. Inside contained around fifty small arrowdeethat had handles. Gabrielle knew
from experience that they were meant to be smalbtweal then throw a short
distance at a target. Small hands picked up ome fr@ box and gazed at it, her
thumb running on the edge, finding it sharp totthech.

"Xena what's this for?" The warrior grinned as sbkected five out of the box and
closed it. Gabrielle then placed the one she h&girhand into Xena's hand. Xena
handed the jar from earlier, in her other handeosoulmate. The Queen read the
label on the front of the jarlpecac The bard wrinkled her nose as she tried to think
of what drug that was.

"It causes vomiting" Then it hit Gabrielle and $beked up.
"Xena you're not going to?" The warrior chuckledgo

"I am, Okeanos deserves it" The younger woman sheokead and handed the jar
back to the grinning Xena. The pair stepped othefweapons hut and into the late
sun. "Lets go back to the hut so | can drop théSeSabrielle nodded her head and
they migrated to the Queen's hut.

~*Part 13*~

The moon hung low in the eastern sky, full, acasa light source to all that moved
in the night. Within a vast wooden lay a tribe aimen and in one single hut was
their pacing Queen. Her head down as she pacednndf a tall warrior whom sat in
a seat beside a round table. There was a worn mépgedable, unrolled. The Queen
wasn't much for fighting let alone tactics on haxight a battle. That's where the
warrior came into play, she being an ex-warlorchwitars of experience.

Xena looked up to her pacing soulmate. She thdredignd stood up from where she
sat, Gabrielle coming to a stop to look at the exltard. It was early night and they



wanted to finish this quickly. The bard took a fet@ps to her lover and looked down
to the map, Xena doing the same. They both loo&kadhiere Okeanos planned to
come from, west of the Nation, through the Amazaruktains.

"Xena what if we place the mercenaries right atthge of the mountains?" The
warrior shook her head.

"No | think it would be more beneficial to keep thas a surprise attack from an
angle" Xena then pointed to the mountains. "Peiolalike to take five archers
and thirty fighters and go into the mountains o amvay at some of Okeanos' lines"

"You think that'll really help or get those warsdtilled being in an open spot? Those
mountains are barren" Xena looked to her partrear tter eyes stared back to the
map.

"Not if I go" The bard looked to her soulmate, sting her profile then blue eyes
looked up to lock contact with her.

"Xena" An extreme breath from the bard. "l don'o&nif it would be safe"

"That's why | should go, it be good to produce wpakts in his lines so we can
destroy Okeanos" They still had their eyes lockyrigdle not at all content with the
idea. Xena turned her body to face her partnempéaed a hand to each of the bard's
shoulders. "Gabrielle, I'll be fine" Emerald eyespped.

"l just don't like not having you by my side saaincsee what's happening” The warrior
smiled to her friend.

"l know, but you know | can take care of myselfsAort from the smaller woman.

"For the most part" A deep chuckle from Xena aredghir looked back to the map.
"Okay, what else?" A stare of the map. "I am lathviwenty archers and a hundred
and seventy fighters" The bard's head turned seséeastudied the map more. "The
twenty of the archers in the trees with...twenty fegh. Let see then the riders...thirty
correct?" A nod of Xena's head. "You think we skdduhve them mixed in or as back
up?" The Warrior Princess crossed her arms aga@nsarmored chest.

"Back up, always good to have that" Gabrielle nadder head and strolled over to
her satchel. She removed her quill and a new s@b# then jotted down her final
order of troops.

1. Thirty warriors and Five archers in the mountainser Xena's command.

2. Twenty archers with Twenty warriors in the treethe Amazon forest under
Solari's command.

3. One hundred Fifty warriors on foot in the Amazorest under Gabrielle's
command. -Main Force

4. Thirty riders as back up under Regent Ephinglsmand.
5. Mercenaries will be under Queen Gabrielle's ca@ndior Eponin's.

The bard looked up from the scroll and placed tn# gn top and pushing it to the



side of the table.

"We should place the riders directly behind themfarce Gabrielle” The bard
nodded her head.

"What of the fighters on the ground?" A pause. thtired fifty, three waves?" Xena
studied the map as she considered the numbers.

"Tight or loose?"

"Tight would probably be to hard with the trees'esarrior nodded in agreement.
"So loose to start then from there we should letrtihave free rein to fight" Xena
uncrossed her arms from her chest and rested hdslwa her hips.

"That would be the best way to go. Then just haeeforce in the trees moving freely
under Solari's command"

"Ephiny's cavalry will move when | signal them to"

"Yes, that would be the best idea, have her rigdplis on each side of the fight equal
then sweep in"

"What about you Xena?" The ex-warlord looked to $mrimate for briefness then
back to the map.

"We'll come from behind, try to take out as manyassible then once it gets messy
I'll let my fighters have free reign” The Queen ded then picked up the scroll once
more with the quill and jotted down information aga

1. Xena's fighters will surprise attack Okeanos froountains then follow behind the
troops and lastly intermingle in the battle.

2. Solari's warriors and archers will stay among tinees, unless commanded
otherwise, to take out as many of Okeanos' memssge with hemlock poisoned
arrowheads. Main target is Calvary of Okeanos.

3. The Main Force will be broken into three loossaves of fifty warriors, once battle
is well engaged then the warriors have free reifight.

4. Ephiny's Calvary will be signal by Gabrielle aglit equally to come in by the
sides of the battle and work in.

5. Mercenaries will come from weakest side as ssepttack.

The Amazon Queen rolled up the scroll and themthp and placed her scroll back
into the satchel. Gabrielle looked to her soulnwéth a tired look. Xena pulled her
lover into a hug, the bard resting her head orldwar's chest.

"Why don't you change into something comfortablegét the fireplace going and
some tea" Gabrielle looked up and nodded.

"Deal" The warrior released her bard and stalkezt tw the fireplace, throwing in
some wood to start it soon. Gabrielle went to thangs, she retrieved one of her
soulmate's shifts and then went to the bed. Thedoat down and leaned forward to
untie her boots then take them off. Standing backhe small woman untied her



halter-top then slipped out of her skirt. Puttifgher arms, the soft white shift
slipped down her smooth body. Gabrielle reachedhblednd pulled her hair out from
under the shift. She looked to her soulmate whom standing in front of the fire, her
blue eyes fixed on the growing flames. The smalinan quietly came up behind the
warrior and reached up to unhook the sheath. Theefbl the weight of the sword in
her hands and watched as Xena lifted her chakram fine small clasp. Small hands
took the round weapon and moved to place themlda.t&abrielle looked to the fire
as she walked back to her lover, hanging over & asamall pot of water. The warrior
then bent down in front of the fireplace and rentbtres boiling pot of water from the
fireplace.

Xena filled the cups while the bard gathered tlacated honey. The taller woman
handed the mugs of boiling water to the bard. @#brput in the tea then placed put
in some honey and stirred it, as she did Xena st@c# up with a smile. The warrior
walked to the foot of the bed and removed her bplatsing them besides the bard's.
Her long fingers then began to work on the buckle$e brass breastplate, but small
fingers took her job. The warrior grinned to hef;s@hbrielle working on the buckles
while the warrior removed her wrist and armbandscéxhat was done with, Xena
walked over to the table again and dropped evegtinto a chair. She turned around
just in her leathers to the fireplace to see halnsate moving back to the fire. The
tall form walked over to the fireside and sat dawmthe warming wood floor. She
crossed her legs and soon the bard sat in heritapawnug of tea in each hand.

"Tomorrow is going to be really busy" Xena nodded head in agreement.

"That it will be" The warrior took a sip of the wartea, she could feel it travel
through her body warming her insides.

"Xena what happens if things don't work out?" Thleowoman had one arm
wrapped around her bard's mid-section. Gabrielteeénwarrior's lap her head resting
on Xena's right shoulder, both her hands holdiegntlug.

"They will" The bard's right thumb rubbed up downtbe side of the mug as she
stared at the fire then retorted back.

"What if it doesn't?" A deep breathe from Xena, imexg settling onto the wooden
floor.

"If it doesn't then we'll be out of here" The mugvad down from Gabrielle's lips as
she considered that.

"Xena we can't just..." She is cut off.

"We won't be running Gabrielle, if things look réed then we'll get who we can and
get out of there" A pause. "It won't do us any gamdet killed, we can always get
more help to stop him" The small woman nodded kadh"We'll stop him" The
Queen nodded her head and both females took arsithef their honey tea. They
studied the fire, feeling it warm their bodies ajawith each other.

"Winter is coming huh?" A smile from Xena.
"Yeah it is, | like winter"

"Me too, not sticky like the summer" A smile formed the bard's lips. "Then there's



always Solstice, always been my favorite"” The veasimug found the floor again as
she replied.

"l use to love Solstice when | was a child"

"Yeah it's when the family comes together. Lila &atlvays had so much fun
together” A twinkle had entered Xena's crystal gpesit wasn't noticed by Gabrielle.
So the conversation went on.

"This Solstice should be interesting"
"Why you say that?"

"Well | thought we would spend it at mother's" Tdard quickly swallowed her tea
and replied.

"Really? Sort of like a vacation huh?" A large snfibrmed on Xena's lips.
"Thought you would like that. We need one" A srostn the bard.

"Especially after this fiasco and we were suppodeatve one" A deep chuckled came
from the warrior as she lifted her three-quartenpy mug. She drank from it then it
went back to the floor.

"We need to get ourselves some cloaks, | thinkwinger is going to be bad" The
bard's brows furrowed.

"You think so? | mean the leaves are turning nowtlbe airs still warm"

"But during the day, the nights are quite cool. retiebe a cold snap and it'll be the
end of the warm days" The small woman nodded aswh#owed her empty mug
going off to the side.

"Time to pull out the furs" Xena grinned as heriged mug was placed beside the
bard's. Her arm encircled the bard's stomach guligr in more, Gabrielle's head
finally staying on Xena's shoulder to rest.

"Do the Amazons have any cloaks?" Gabrielle's apéscussed for a moment as she
thought.

"Actually they do now that I think about it"
"Good" The bard giggled for a second.

"Xena, how long you think we'll stay in AmphipolisPhe Warrior Princess shrugged
her shoulders.

"How ever long we like" The bard sighed as her whody relaxed.
"That sounds great"

"Mother makes great nutbread by the way" Emerats eyparkled.
"Oh really?"

"Uh huh" The Amazon Queen grinned to herself.



"Mmm, I'll have to trade secrets with your mom futbread” The warrior arched an
eyebrow.

"Secrets?" Gabrielle nodded as her eyes driftet shu
"Secrets about your appetite" The warrior laughedi smiled.

"What good would that do her?" The bard's eyesatdtibpen again and looked
sidelong to the watrrior, a grin on the bard's lips.

"Xena we both know that's the route to your gooads Xena grinned back and
leaned in to kiss her bard lightly.

"And your good moods too" Green eyes rolled anchiead fell back onto the tall
woman's shoulders.

"That and enough sleep” Xena nodded her head dndistsmall fingers gently
stroked the warrior's large hands. "Mmm your terhper

"My temper, what's that have to do with anything?mile just began to form on the
crease of Gabrielle's lips.

"Xena that temper of yours puts you in a bad maoah entire day"
"Oh? And like yours won't?" The smile increased.
"But | can get out of mine" Xena huffed for a mornen

"Well | guess you'll just have to get me out of giifhe bard looked to her partner
then back to the fire.

"l can think of a number things that would do itielfolder woman grinned.
"l bet" Gabrielle chuckled some, her eyes slowbseld again.

"Tired?" The smaller woman nodded her head in answe

"Long day"

"Mmm, it was. Want to go to bed?" Gabrielle shoek head but a yawn caught up
with her making Xena grin.

"To comfortable” Xena chuckled. Silence fell bugnhGabrielle quietly spoke.
"Xena?"

"Yes?"

"What's this mercenary guy's name?"

"His name is Criostoir" The bard took a deep breath

"Criostoir, interesting name. Nice guy?" The warsbrugged her shoulders.

"He was smart but very precious about things, eagdyis work, overall he was nice if
you were nice to him" Gabrielle nodded and Xenatwean "Met him after | became a



pirate. When | did land my ship for attacks occaally | hired him to help with the
attack against any large villages" The bard noddaedcead.

"Large mercenary band he has?" The warrior's miok\fiast to recall recent
information of him.

"The last time | heard he had a band of hundred onso"
"All foot"
"No | believe all cavalry"

"That will be helpful if they still are" Xena noddé&er head, completely
understanding. "It will even more so if his bandaiger”

"It could be, he was always good at what he didt qaite a bit to hire" The bard
chuckled at that.

"Considering how much you took from Okeanos to feayhese mercenaries it
wouldn't surprise me" The warrior smiled.

"Well if the Roman Senate finds out, that'll jusktthem off" Emerald eyes opened
again to looked to Xena.

"You think after this battle the Romans will badkfoom Greece?" A sigh escaped
Xena's lips.

"I doubt it. So as long as Caesar is alive Rome'tvgive up”

"Cut off the head of the snake and then you kel st of it" Xena nodded her head
and Gabrielle looked back to the fire.

"Afraid so"

"But he's only one man Xena. How can we get to hifif warrior's lips curved into
an evil grin.

"We don't, we let him come to us" The bard noddedhead gingerly then slumped
into Xena's embrace, her body wearing out. "Gddepslove" A small smile slipped
onto the bard's lips as she let her eyes close Xkuat stared into the slowly dying
fire as she felt her lover's breathing slow up hedbody relaxed while in the
warrior's embrace. Xena looked to her soulmat@ faroment and smiled then looked
back to the fire. For a half of a candlemark thie giayed like that then Xena felt her
own body's tiredness. So she lifted the bard irahes and gently placed her in the
bed then she herself crawled under the coversb@ah®subconsciously snuggled into
Xena's body, the warrior wrapping an arm aroundsbeimate's waist. Soon the
warrior fell into a deep sleep with her bard.

Part 5
Section 5
~*Part 14*~



The regent looks skeptically from the bard's hanitivg to the map again then back
to the scroll.

"Gabrielle, | agree with everything but Xena gointp the mountains" The bard took
a deep breath and retorted.

"Ephiny, Xena will be fine"

"It's not Xena | am worried about its my AmazonsieTblond arched an eyebrow at
her Amazon friend.

"They'll be fine Ephiny so as long as they follown&'s orders" The curly-blond
crossed her arms against her chest and straightemdzhck.

"I don't know Gabrielle"

"Ephiny?" Amber eyes still stared at the map. "BghiThe regent look to the Queen.
"Xena can handle this, you know that. She's begaraor all her life practically" The
regent took a deep breath and thought for a moment.

"Alright Gabrielle but she better be damn carefithwhe warriors" Gabrielle smiled
to Ephiny.

"She will, I'll remind her too" And a pause. "Shedt stupid” A snort from the regent.
"Quite the opposite huh?" The bard grinned.

"Now is everything else meet your approval?" Eptstudied the scroll again over the
basic plans then she nodded her head.

"Looks good to me...daughter" Emerald eyes widentaadegent chuckled. "Servers
you right"

"You know that's incest Ephiny" The regent brougihtone eyebrow in question. "If
Xena and | are your daughters and her and | areerst\A blush from the bard. Both
of Ephiny's brows went up.

"Gabrielle it's a joke" The bard nodded her headkdyiand rubbed her neck for a
second then averted her eyes back to the map aoitl sc

"So plans sound fine?" The regent grinned at tlaage of subject.

"Yup, sound great" The bard nodded her head amedrap the scroll and left the map
to Ephiny.

"Glad | caught you before things got to busy. Igmmg to go find Xena"

"Alright, talk to you later" The bard nodded andhtied out of the regent's hut. Ephiny
heard the door shut and she shook her head fonzemtahen chuckled.

~F ok Kk

Xena dipped the second to last throwing arrow theothick red liquid. She lifted it
up from the bowl and held it up, a little of thecthliquid running down. But it all
quickly dried onto the tip, the arrow soon foursklf placed down to the other four
red tipped throwing stars. The hut door swung apeha small form entered. A large



hand picked up the last star arrow and was dippiedtihe liquid.

"Well Ephiny is a bit stingy about letting you gado the mountains™ The hut door
closed with a thud.

"l kind of figured she would and that's why | letwtalk to her" Blue eyes looked up
from the drying tipped arrow.

"Yeah well | think she's okay with the idea" Xerranged and replied.
"Well its not like she could say no to the Queehé&bard rolled her eyes.

"Or my temper that would have flared otherwise" Weerior nodded her head and
placed the sixth star arrow by the other five anwlood table. She strolled into the
washroom to rid of the red liquid. Xena returnedee her lover laying on the bed,
eyes closed.

"You feeling okay?" New spring eyes opened up anesat the wood ceiling.

"Yeah, just not in the mood for any of this" Xer@dded her head in understanding.
"But its got to be done" Gabrielle sat up. "So wiate you doing?" The warrior
picked up one of the arrows and handed to her bard.

"Tipped it with the Ipecac” Gabrielle nodded heath@nd studied it for a moment
then handed it back to Xena. "Plan on using itub@keanos out of commission
during some of the fight"

"Won't kill him?" The Warrior Princess turned baound from placing the arrow
back on the table.

"No, just make him puke for a number of candlemaiikge smaller woman nodded
her head. Xena then noticed that amount of strekerilover's eyes. "Hey, how about
| return this Ipecac back to the healer's hut aatl go to the edge of the forest to spar
for a little?" Gabrielle's eyes looked up from theod floor to her lover, a small smile
formed on the bard's lips.

"Yeah?"

"Why not? Ephiny can handle things here for a whilee Queen nodded her head
and hopped off the bed.

~k ok ko
The warrior sheathed her sword and smiled to hansate.

"Not bad" The bard grinned and leaned against ta#f; fer bangs a bit wet from
perspiration.

"Yeah you didn't do to bad either" Xena laughed @t a step forward and gave her
bard a hug.

"Let's take a breather"

"I'm all for it" So Xena walked over to a tree asat down on the cool ground her
back against the smooth tree. The bard stalkedanedropped her staff next to the
warrior and Xena propped her legs up. Gabrielleleain between her partner's legs



and leaned into Xena. The watrrior is feeling extmvarm from the sparring. New
spring eyes drifted shut, the bard's arm crossgagnat her chest. Her mind began to
drift back to the night in the camp before Gabediad been kidnapped.

"Xena | don't know how to deal with all this" Tharwor's eyes dropped to the
ground, her arms crossing against her chest. Sbkdd back up to her soulmate,
locking eyes with her.

"Tell me what you're thinking, feeling. Please tipeise emotions out Gabrielle" The
bard dropped her own eye contact and started paagan, her hands on her hips
now. She brought one hand up to go into her blaiddgain. Tears started to slowly
trickle down her cheeks.

The bard's face shifted into sadness, her eyethtigosed. Her memories glided past.

"I want to kill her so bad Xena, so badly. | ssidle her in my dreams, hear her cynical
laugh, her voice calling my name, see her coldevhibssed eyes. Gods | want to Kill
the murdering bitch" The warrior kept her eyes lagkh the sea green ones before
her, she replied but her voice was becoming shaky.

"I know you Gabrielle, you can make it through thhisemember once a wise friend
told me that the cycle of hatred has to end andtiig way to do that is through love
and forgiveness. Please don't give up that fighi& bard nodded some, a very faint
smile to her lips.

Gabrielle's body loosened up some, her memorigsabhight still drifted to her.

"Only if you're beside me Xena. | can't do it withoy soulmate” The tall warrior let
her tears begin to trickle down her cheeks. Galaitirew herself into Xena's arms,
the ex-warlords arms immediately wrapping aroundtightly.

"I'll never leave your side my bard"

The Amazon Queen took a deep breath her body teptmtected. She wasn't sure if
she was going to start crying again, but she hdddak. Her memories went back a
little in the conversation that night.

"Hate myself* Gabrielle looked up into blue eyesngevident in her emerald eyes.
Xena uncrossed her arms and then quietly repli¢d aviguestion.

"Why?" Now it was the younger female whom crosse@dihms against her chest.

"I hate myself for leaving them, if | never hadvduldn't have ever happened” The
warrior nodded.

The bard's brows furrow at something in that memlogy mind replayed that scene
over again.

"Hate myself* Gabrielle looked up into blue eyesngevident in her emerald eyes.
Xena uncrossed her arms and then quietly repli¢d sviguestion.

"Why?" Now it was the younger female whom crosse@dihms against her chest.

"I hate myself for leaving them, if | never haavduldn't have ever happened” The
warrior nodded. The look of pain just faintly credshe warrior's face, her right fist



clenched together for a moment then unclenched.

Gabrielle held that image in her head of Xena's faoking like she was in pain. Her
mind remembered the set of blue eyes at that instan

Blue eyes went distant for a second, self-angedfthem. It was if those words stung
the warrior like a million arrows, her guilt comirtg life.

Immediately Gabrielle's eyes flew open, she mensdipped herselXena thinks I'd
rather have been at Poteidaia then travelling widr.

"Gabrielle you okay?" The bard sat up from her st turned to face Xena, on both
of her knees.

"Xena, remember the night in the camp before | taken?" The warrior's eyebrow's
creased together as she nodded.

"Yeah | remember, why?"

"Well remember how | said | hate myself and youealskhy then | said if | had left
then it wouldn't have happened" The bard quickiyoead those blue eyes picked up a
hint of distance to them

"Yes"
"I'm sorry"
"What?" The Amazon Queen took the warrior's haraddihg them.

"I know that must have hurt you. | didn't meanitdo sound like I'd rather be at
Poteidaia then with you" The warrior's cobalt elgess their distance and filled with
love.

"Thanks" Gabrielle smiled and got one reflecteckb&he leaned in and lightly kissed
Xena on lips.

"Gods I'm sorry Xena, | want to be with you, no wehelse"

"I know, | only want to be with you my bard" Thedelr woman pulled her partner in,
they hugged. "We better get back" The smaller wosigined and released her friend
and stood up. Gabrielle snatched her staff up fteerground and lowered her right
hand to Xena. The warrior grinned and took theretfehand and was hauled up to her
feet.

"I'm probably the only person that gets to do thé&tha arched an eyebrow.
"Do what?"

"Help lift you up" Xena laughed at the smug lookldrer bard's words. They both
started walking to the Amazon village.

"You are"

~F ok k

"How far away is he?" The scout looked to the régéth a serious face.



"He's about a day's ride. We're both positive Oksanmill be here by late tomorrow
morning" Ephiny nodded.

"Okay thanks, both of you get back out there arepkan eye on him" The scouts both
nodded and began to move.

~F ok ko

Gabrielle chuckled then lifted her head up aftexrimg Xena's laughs stop. She
figured out why real fast. The bard watched agwleescouts nodded to Ephiny and
hurried off.

"Ephiny!" The regent whirled around to see the kmard her warrior. "What did the
scouts say?" Ephiny quickly powered walked to theéh to answer her.

"They said Okeanos will probably be here late tamwermmorning” The threesome
stood only a pace away from each other.

"Is his troops larger?" The curly-blond looked opXena and replied.

"No, still the same" Then the regent looked to Gdleragain. "We haven't heard
anything of the mercenaries yet"

"Hades, nothing?"
"Afraid not Gabrielle"

"Xena?" The warrior looked down at the bard. "Ybink we'll still be able to win
this one without the mercenaries?"

"If we're smart about it, yes" Gabrielle nodded lhead and Ephiny looked up to the
Warrior Princess.

"l heard you're taking some of my warriors into theuntains"
"l am"

"Be careful with them Xena. The mountains are lmaamed it's easy to spot people”
The warrior nodded.

"I know Ephiny" The warrior brought up one handat on Ephiny's shoulder, she
looked deep into amber eyes. "Trust me Ephiny" fBigent slightly smiled.

"I do Xena" The warrior smiled and nodded whileeesding the Amazon.
"Ephiny?" The regent looked to the bard. "Has Epdmaard from Eilis?"

"No why?" Ephiny's face brightened in realizatithhe hemlock arrows right?"
Gabrielle nodded. "No | haven't heard anything alitu

"Okay, Xena and | will go take care of that" Thelgidlond nodded. "How is
everything else looking?"

"Pretty good, everybody is in top notch performarig@onin and Solari are busy right
now organizing the weapons and forces"



"Good, how about in...a quarter of a candlemark Xama | will meet up with you,
Solari and Eponin to go over everything"

"Sounds like a plan" Gabrielle smiled

"Great" Ephiny nodded and she hustled off to tade of any last minute things. The
warrior and bard began to make their trek to thelétés Hut.

Eilis looked up as a dark haired female enteret wiblond right behind.
"Eilis?" The healer smiled to the pair.

"Gabrielle, what can | help you with?" The bardogied up to the Amazon standing
up behind the desk.

"Do you get the hemlock prepared?"

"Yes | did as a matter of fact, just awhile agamki@ over to Eponin” Gabrielle
smiled.

"So that's where you were earlier?"

"Yes, I'd went to drop it off" Eilis looked up tbe tall warrior. "By the way thank you
for returning the Ipecac"

"You got it? Thank you" The healer nodded to Xena.

"No problem" Then the healer looked back to the&puéls there anything else you
need Gabrielle?" The bard smiled.

"No, just wanted to check and make sure you goh#émlock to Eponin. Thank you
for doing that on short notice" Eilis smiled.

"You're welcome, that's what | am here for"
"Xena and | have to go"

"Good luck with everything Queen Gabrielle and Xehlae bard waves with a smile
and the two soulmates left the hut. They then naableeline for the sparring field.
The bard stopped in her tracks all of a suddenaXeak another step then stopped
and asked.

"What's wrong?" Gabrielle snapped her fingers.

"Forgot about the scrolls with the plans. Um youajead Xena, tell them I'll be right
there" The warrior nodded her head and walked dahdgractice field, the bard
power walking off to the Queen's Hut.

~F kK

Ephiny nodded her head then looked up to catch sigh leather-clad warrior
coming her way, she smiled. Xena came up to thepgwath an expressionless face.
The regent looked up to the warrior with a grin.

"Where's my other daughter?” The Warrior Princessat eyebrow go up as she



replied.
"Gabrielle went to get the scroll with the tactiegihiny nodded her head. "Ephiny?"
"Yeah?"

"That's incest" The regent closed her eyes andksheohead, opening her eyes again
she half laughed.

"Xena it was a joke" Xena nodded her head withim gr
"I know" A pause. "A bad one too"

"Thanks" The warrior chuckled and Eponin looke&tdari with a confused look.
The second in command grinned.

"It's a running joke Eponin” The weapons masterdeadher head at Solari's
explanation.

"What's this about a running joke?" Everybody tdrt@see the grinning Queen of the
Amazons, scroll in one hand, the staff in the ather

"They're talking about Ephiny's incest joke" Galteidooked up to her soulmate, her
eyes widen for a second then went normal.

"Oh she tried to pull that one on you too huh?" &eandded and Gabrielle looked to
the regent. "Ephiny, it's a bad joke" Ephiny thrgwvher arms for a second then
huffed.

"Okay it's a bad incest joke, are you both hap@&th soulmates smirked and
Gabrielle replied.

"Yes, now lets get this over with" Everybody weetisus as Gabrielle let her staff
lean against her shoulder and she unrolled thdl .st&ay here's the break up, Xena
is going to be in charge of thirty warriors andefiarchers. Xena and her group will be
going into the mountains to start the attack bingyo surprise attack as many of
Okeanos' men as possible. Then Solari" The batdbbto the second in command
whom nodded. "You will be in charge of twenty anchand twenty warriors all in the
trees, your job will be to take out as many cahasypossible" Solari nodded her
head. Gabrielle looked to the scroll and went owill be controlling the main force
of a hundred and fifty Amazons in the Amazon foeesd we will be loosely
organized into three waves of fifty" Then the Quesmked to the regent. "Ephiny as
you know you'll be in charge of the calvary of thinders and will be back up. When
| signal your group will split in half and comeam the sides of the battle and work
in" The regent nodded her head in understand antald looked to Eponin. "Eponin
you are in charge of the mercenaries, we haveewwhen they'll arrive, could be
between now and in the middle of the battle" Gdlerteok a deep breath. "If they
don't arrive by the time the fight starts you arstay with me. Once they do, the
mercenaries will be attacking the weakest sideld@gdos' men" Eponin also nodded
her head. "Did | leave anything out?" The regeokéu to the bard.

"How about the hemlock?" Gabrielle rolled up heocnodded and looked to
Eponin.



"Did Eilis bring you some hemlock?"
"Yes she did, she said you order the arrow tigsetpoisoned with the hemlock"

"Yes, | want them tipped then distributed to a# irchers, make sure there are plenty
of poison arrows" The weapons master nodded arigdep

"l already have people tipping the arrows as yquested" Gabrielle smiled and
looked to Solari.

"Solari your archers will be having the main suppiyoison arrows, make sure the
archers use them efficiently to take out the cglv&olari nodded.

"Gabrielle what about retreat?" The bard lookedauper soulmate and then back to
everybody with a lopsided smile.

"Nuts | forgot that huh?" Everybody chuckled at baed's words. "Okay, if it does
happen we are losing we are to retreat”

"But Gabrielle that's not the Amazon tradition"

"I don't care Solari, | am not going to get thistiNa killed over one warlord. We are
to retreat and regroup...where's the nearest Amanbe ™" The regent answered that.

"There's a tribe south of here on the coast, laspeng one. Their Queen is Mairead
and it's about three days ride"

"Okay that's where we regroup. Any arguments witi2" No body disagreed but
Eponin questioned.

"Gabrielle, why are we going to regroup?"

"If we don't win this battle Eponin we need to wie war and that means getting
more help from other Amazons. It won't do us anydjto get us all killed"
Everybody nodded in agreement.

"What's our retreat signal going to be?" The Queeked to Solari.
"We'll use the retreat bird call”

"Gabirielle | think we should have the village butnewe do retreat” Gabrielle looked
up to her soulmate, Xena's eyes were serious, phaicking the warrior up.

"Xena is right Gabrielle, we shouldn't leave anythior Okeanos to make use of" The
bard's eyes drops. This is getting to hard, to nweight on her shoulders. She looked
back up to everybody.

"Alright, if it comes to that, have the village Ined" The Queen took a deep breath.
"Any questions?" Nobody said anything-just shakieh® heads. "Okay, stress to the
Amazons in your group to follow orders, this isiees keep everybody in line. If we
lose this battle we're not sure if we'll be ablsttp them later on, lets not screw this
up" All the people in the group nodded to their @ueThey were all surprised the
bard's sternness and power but then again thiswsagous issue. "Good luck you
guys and thank you, all of you have been a big"Helerybody smiled in return.



"We'll get them" Gabrielle grinned at Eponin.
"Lets hope so, but no counting chickens before tagh" Eponin nodded.

"I believe we all have things to get in order" Tregent looked to Solari and Eponin
after her statement and the two Amazons chucklddstaiked off. "Good job
Gabrielle" The bard smiled to her friend.

"Thanks Eph, | hope this works"

"Well it won't be because you haven't tried" Gdleieorked grinned. "See you two"
And with that Ephiny left the two soulmates.

"Incest?" Xena chuckled at the bard.
"Yeah that's what | told her"

"So did I, but | felt a little stupider about ith& two soulmates turned from the
sparring field to head in the general directionhaf Queen's Hut.

"Well I think we got her back for that one then"elyounger woman grinned.
"Poor Eph" The bard took a deep breath.

"How you feeling Gabrielle?"

"Other then being stressed, just great" Xena gdnne

"You're doing a good job Gabrielle, on top of thshg

"Need to be"

"Well | think you had them all surprised about yfiumness with them" Gabrielle
nodded her head and the warrior opened the ddbetbut. The bard stepped in then
Xena did, the small blond dropped the scroll ohtotable and then large hands fell to
her shoulders. The warrior quickly felt the tensiothem. "Sit down on the bed, give
you a shoulder massage" The bard nodded her heélgalaced the staff against the
wall her warrior already moving to the bed anddsatn. Gabrielle came over and the
warrior scouted more onto the bed, her boots fusthing the floor. The small female
sat down in front of her warrior on the bed betw¥ena's legs. Large hands went to
the bard's shoulders and began to massage them.aréawful quiet Gabrielle" Sea
green eyes closed.

"Sorry, just tired any more"

"Hmm | noticed. How are those dreams?" Gabrielegded her head forward while
Xena worked her neck.

"They're getting better" Large hands moved dowthéobard's shoulder blades.
"Good, you look like you're sleeping better"

"Yeah | think after this escaped I'll be able ttcbaup on my sleep” The warrior
grinned as she moved her hands to the upper mididihee bard's back. Gabrielle
groaned in reaction. "That's a spot”



"I'd say so, I'd think you've been caring a mounitai
"Feels like it"

"Just relax" Xena's partner nodded. "Hey, we'lldhawacation real soon, | promise"
Gabrielle smiled and her right hand fell on the neats leg.

"I can't wait. | think I'll sleep for two days sigat" The Queen's eyes drifted open
again as Xena's hands went to her shoulders again.

"Two days in bed with you, | wouldn't mind that reifs Gabrielle laughed at the
warrior's connotation.

"You wouldn't"

"Oh? And you wouldn't mind if | did?" Again a feaughs came from the younger
woman then she retorted.

"Oh no | wouldn't mind at all either"

"Thought so" Xena is grinning, her hands still naagsg the slowly relaxing
shoulders.

"I'd probably actually force you" The Warrior Prass laughed. The pair went quiet
again. "Xena, you think your mom would let me gefew stories in the tavern?" Xena
began to let a smile form.

"I don't see why not"
"Haven't told a story in a long time it seems"
"You haven't been a bard for a long time it see@abrielle nodded in agreement.

"Yeah | know, | need to start working on my stormin, miss it" A pause. "l have a
couple of stories to write since...well since a whilée warrior knew what the
"since" meant. "l really do love that journal yoot gne"

"l knew you would" The bard smiled and replied hack

"Ah well you really surprised me with it" The tallwoman could tell her smaller
partner was feeling more relax by how much shetalagg. "You know | was
always thinking about getting one, just never gotiad to it" Yup, more talking she
was feeling better. Xena grinned inwardly. The Isanduscles were relaxed so she
stopped massaging them and wrapped her arms atloeifochird's stomach.

"Well I'm glad the both of us thought so" Gabrigliened her head and little of her
body. Her right hand going up to Xena's closes kh€ena smiled down into emerald
eyes and bent her head down, they both kissedsilterSlowly they pulled back
from the kiss and the bard smiled to her warrier,small hand still on Xena's face.

"Thanks again for that journal” Xena smiled. "Armd fhe massage”

"Any time" Gabrielle straightened back in the wars arms and dropped her head
against her soulmate's right shoulder.



"Oh, gods | want to go to sleep” The warrior grid@ad brought one hand up to the
bard's head. Her long fingers began to massagadBalsrhead. "And you're not
helping" Xena chuckled for a moment and kept hessage going. "l can't go to sleep
Xen" Xena grinned at the nickname slipping from blaed's lips.

"Shh, just relax" Within moments the Queen's mihdegl away into another world,
Gabrielle's body was completely relaxed in the wgdsrarms. Xena had slowed the
massage then finally stopped it, she lifted thellema&voman up into her arms and
carried her over the side of the bed. With easdlhed was placed in bed, the covers
pulled over her, Gabrielle slightly moaning to #aions in response. The tall female
grinned then slipped out of the hut. As soon asaXented the hut did she spot an
Amazon headed her way. It was the head Council MenXena's mind quickly
worked to recall the Amazon's nanMaska Muska...no its Masika.

"Is the Queen in her hut?"
"She is" The warrior stepped into the head Couvieinber's path.
"I need to speak with her"

"She's taking a break right now, so you can spadkme" Masika looked up to the
warrior and glared at her.

"This doesn't concern you warrior" The Council Membidestepped the watrrior, but
Xena took two large strides and was in front of Ameazon again.

"Look Masika, nobody but me is allow to disturb taeen right now. So either tell
me now or tell her later" For emphasis Xena cro$sgdarms against her chest and
straightened her back.

"Who in Hades do you think you are Xena? Even nsort this Nation? You're just
some pet of the Queen's" The warrior brought upayebrow and her eyes iced over,
an evil smirk crossing her lips.

"Let's put it this way Masika, | am the Queen'sothalf. Now then, what's your
choice, me now or the Queen later?" The Amazomdsésted together as she glared
up at the tall woman.

"I'd rather speak to the Queen"

"Then leave" And with that Masika stalked off ingg@ned mood. Blue eyes watched
her till she left the area then Xena went off iarsé of Ephiny.

Ephiny heard a knock and lifted her head to seséernd in command walk in.
"Solari, what's going on?" The Amazon shruggedsheulders.

"Everything is in order" The regent turned to heskl picked up the scroll from her
desk and leaned against her chair.

"Good, anything else?"

"Uh" Amber eyes lifted up from the scrolls to lotukSolari in question. "l want to



talk to you Eph...if you don't mind" The regent srdik® her.

"Sure" The curly-blond rolled up the scroll andsed it onto her desk and looked
back to the second in command. Solari opened hatimo say something but a rap
at the door stopped her. "Come in" A tall dark fear@ame in and looked to the pair.

"Am | interrupting anything?" Ephiny was about &ply but Solari quickly cut her
off.

"Oh no" Xena looked to the regent for conformatisime just nodded to the watrrior.
The warrior moved to stand next to the second mroand.

"Where's Gabrielle?" Xena looked to the regent.

"She's back in the hut"

"Sleeping?"

"Yeah, she needs some sleep” Now Solari piped in.

"Defiantly for tomorrow" Xena nodded in agreemeirwSolari.

"She hasn't been sleeping well Xena?" The tall edend looked back to Ephiny.
"No she hasn't" The regent frown at that.

"My guess is since your death huh?" Xena just nddde

"Thank the gods that whole episode with Velaseves with" Both Xena and the
regent looked to Solari and nodded.

"Yeah that was a mess, glad she's stuck in thé' &ue eyes lifted back up to the
regent's words.

"Speaking of which Ephiny, were you able to getdpproval to have numerous
dummy tombs made up?" The regent nodded to theararr

"The council went for it Xena, so we plan on workimp a few. The one tomb that is
here we plan to hide the enchanted scroll in" Theiar nodded at that.

"Good idea. Do we know where we'll have the re@rEphiny smiled.

"Yeah actually | was thinking that you and Gabaettiight want it in the Amazon
Mountains but on the western side. When | was yeuhgse to explore those
mountains and | recall stumbling onto a cave thesd, hidden"

"I'll talk to Gabrielle about it later" The regetaibk a deep breath.

"I'm sure that's what she just wants to talk abetigre to be buried" The ex-warlord's
head bobbed up and down a few times.

"Has to be done unfortunately"”
"Is that all you needed Xena?" The warrior grinftetier Amazon friend.

"That wasn't my real intent, | swung by to find dwtv things are going?" The regent



looked to the quiet Solari then back to Xena.
"Well Solari just told me everything is ready td'go

"Good, no problems?" Both Amazon's shook their keddhat. Xena looked to
Solari. "How many arrows were tipped with hemlocK®e second in command
didn't reply right away but stared at the floorrtheoked up to Xena.

"If I recall Ep said there were...two hundred" Xermalded in approval.

"Good" She then averted her eyes to Ephiny. "Bythg, | burrowed six throwing
arrows if you don't mind" The regent arched an sy&b

"Don't mind at all, but if you don't mind. What yplanning to use them for?" A
devilish grin formed on Xena's lips, the regent wiial worried.

"l tipped them with Ipecac" The second in commaegés widen and she looked up
to the warrior.

"Ipecac? The same Ipecac that causes vomiting?¥Mdreior Princess nodded her
head.

"The same" Ephiny raised an eyebrow at the warrior.

"What you plan to do with them?" Xena's grin wak ah her lips as she retorted to
Ephiny.

"Gabrielle and | owe Okeanos for those poison tpgeows" Both Amazons
chuckled at her.

"Glad I am not on the receiving end of that" Ephamgl Xena looked to Solari as she
continued. "I'd hate to be throwing up in a midaie battle” The regent laughed
again, the watrrior just grinning.

"I think | am going to go practice out on the spagrfield" Ephiny nodded to Xena's
words and Solari looked to the regent.

"Yeah | need to go too, going to go double cheasghing” The curly-blond
Amazon crossed her arms against her chest, a susplook masking her face, Xena
just arched one of her dark eyebrows.

"I'll talk to you both later" Xena nodded and wémthe door, opening it.
"Later Eph" With that the second in command lefihvthe Warrior Princess.

"Solari, walk with me to the sparring field?" Thecend in command shrugged her
shoulders.

"Sure why not? Headed that way myself" The pairengriet for a few moments.
Xena then broke the silence.

"So why didn't you talk to Ephiny?" Solari looked to the warrior with a shocked
look. Xena could always be blunt.

"Because...because | don't know what she thinks" Xboakled.



"Well you're not going to unless you talk to hedl&i nodded her head and kicked at
a rock, she felt like a kid.

"Yeah | know, its just Eph is always so busy thadaoh't know" The tall warrior
grinned to herself and stared ahead.

"Solari, just sit down with her one day and talkhty. It won't kill you"
"But what if she doesn't feel the same?" Xena siedg

"Well at least you'll know the truth, don't wait the last minute Solari. Been there
done that. Besides she loves you" A shocked expressok over Solari's face.

"You think so huh? | don't see it" They came togparring field and stopped, Xena
turned to her friend.

"I know so. And you wouldn't see it because yonoeon the outside. Everybody else
see it Solari. Just talk to her" The Amazon nodaedhead and smiled to the warrior.

"Thanks Xena" The warrior smiled back.
"No problem"”
"Never knew you went into those sensitive chats® Warrior's blue eyes rolled.

"Don't tell anybody" Solari chuckled, realizing X®must consider her a friend if she
talked to her about something like this.

"I guess Gabirielle is rubbing off on you huh?" Xegmianed.
"Yeah" Solari began to move.

"And you're rubbing off on her too" Solari turnemand ten paces from Xena. "Bye
Xena, thanks again" And with that the Amazon turbadk around to stalk off after
Eponin. Xena shook her head and stared at the drioura moment.

"Ha, wait till Gabrielle hears that" The tall daslarrior unsheathed her sword and
stepped into the middle of the empty sparring fiélevas late afternoon a little more
then a half of candlemark till sunset. She begamnaactics through her head and
performing them.

Her sword becoming apart of her, it cut throughameHer body moved in grace and
elegance, many would see it as a dance. We'ditadoelance of death, of power and
passion. When she began to reach the end of Hisrdid she feel a warm sensation
enter her. Boots scuffed on the dirty and a snoathfsat on the ground and watched
the warrior. Xena grinned to herself and her baityeerupted as she quickly did a
flip, eyes watching her the entire time. She lanoigck on her feet to face the other
person with a huge grin. "How'd you sleep?"

"Pretty good" Xena walked over to her soulmatetessheathed her sword in natural
habit. "I love watching you practice" Xena smilegdissat down on the ground directly
in front of the bard.

"I noticed you did. You love watching me fightoMe watching you tell stories"



Gabirielle smiled.

"Thanks" The bard then playfully pushed at Xerefsknee. "I can't believe you let
me fall asleep” Xena shrugged her shoulders withra

"You could use the rest" Gabrielle nodded her h€Balked to Ephiny" Emerald eyes
lifted to Xena.

"Yeah? What she have to say?"

"Said everything is ready, we have around two heddremlock tipped arrows"
"Plenty" Xena nodded at that.

"l also talked to Solari about Ephiny" Both of thard's eyebrows shot up.

"You're kidding me? You the sensitive chats? | natiitbe asleep” Xena laughed and
then grinned to her partner. "What did you say?iashrugged.

"Just something" The bard huffed.
"Uh huh, come on Xena" The warrior smiled.

"Told her to talk to Ephiny before anything bad paps" Gabrielle nodded and Xena
went on. "And that even though she doesn't sexétybody else can see they love
each other" The bard chuckled at that.

"Hopefully that'll work"

"Hmm yeah" Xena noticed the sun was setting bywtag the bard's body seemed to
turn a shade of red. Xena decided she liked tBdte 'made an interesting comment"

"What was that?"

"Just that you seem to be rubbing off on me" Gdlbregched an eyebrow, there was
more to it then that.

"And?" The older woman chuckled.

"And that I'm rubbing off on you" The bard's brofusrowed, her eyes dropping as
she thought. She looked back to Xena.

"Am | really?" The warrior grinned.

"Well do you feel like fighting tomorrow?"

"NoO"

"Then I'm not rubbing off because I'm ready to fighhe bard chuckled some.
"Well, want to hear something scary?"

"What's that?"

"I'm sorta liking the whole riding bit more" Xenamgned to her partner.



"Oh really? Well that works out perfectly”

"What does? Xena what are you planning?" Gabsetlelmate crossed her arms
against her chest with a twinkle to her eyes amsivared back.

"I thought I'd let you ride Argo tomorrow"

"You've got to be kidding me right? | mean | knosaid | liked riding some. But not
by myself"

"You won't be by myself"

"Oh yeah just a couple of hundred Amazons arounthum@obody on Argo with me"
Xena grinned a little.

"You'll be fine"
"Xena"

"Hear me out?" The bard huffed and nodded to herserious soulmate. "If you're
on Argo then I know you'll have an easy way to psedaneed be. For the both of us
too. And it'll make it easier for me to find youh& Amazon Queen couldn't win.

"Okay you win" The warrior smiled.
"You'll be fine, Argo will look after you"
"She hates me"

"No she doesn't"

"Yes she does" A pause. "l think she doesn't liketatking about her as if she were
human" Xena chuckled.

"You're probably right" Xena stood up. "Lets go geimething to eat"

"Yeah I'm starved" And with that Gabrielle took X&noffered hand and was pulled
up. "Hades"

"What?" Gabrielle looked to her warrior as theydoe¢p walk and replied back.

"My butt hurts from sitting on that hard dirt gralinXena bursted into a fit of
laughter and hugged her soulmate.

"Queen Gabriele?" The bard looked to her left ®ma® Amazon coming for her. Even
from here in the coming darkness Xena could seewihwas, her mood
immediately dropped.

"Yes Masika?" The Amazon quickly noticed whom stbedide her, she glared at
Xena. Gabrielle quickly caught the look, her pratexinstincts came to life in an
instant. "What do you need Masika?"

"l wish to speak to you...in private"

"Whatever you have to say can be said in front@faas well Masika"



"Gabrielle, she is not an Amazon" The bard's egesowed at the Amazon.

"Nor am | Masika" The head Council Member's moutbpped. "Now what do you
need?" The Amazon looked up to the warrior theGabrielle again, she stepped
closer to the bard. Her reply came in a low whisper

"I don't think Xena should be allowed to take neeAeazons into the mountains”
The bard obviously knew her soulmate heard thdt iér acute hearing.

"That is not of your concern”
"I am the head Council Member, it does concern me"

"No it doesn't" The bard took a step closer todluer Amazon. "l am the Queen it
only concerns me and possible regent Ephiny" Gidti@ok a deep breath. "Nor do
you have the right Masika to pass judgement on Xatalities when you do not
know her or her skills"

"But Gabrielle" Gabrielle quickly cut her off.

"No Masika, it has nothing to do with you, thattsaf" The bard watched as the
Amazon's eyes turned angry, but the Queen's owpdewas higher then what the
birds could fly. "Excuse us" With that the Queertted Amazons turned from the
Amazon and began to walk off with her soulmate. rii&dle stopped and turned back
to Masika. "By the way Masika" The head Council M@mnlooked to the bard. "It's
Queen Gabrielle" The small woman turned her bactherAmazon and kept walking
with Xena. Masika stood there half-angry half steztkHer fists clenched up and the
Amazon stalked off. The pair of soulmates kept weagkn silence for awhile, Xena
waiting for the bard to calm down. "Gods that widgculous”

"You were right Gabrielle" The bard sighed and Kegthead low, her anger draining
out of her.

"I shouldn't have been so...so hard on her"
"She questioned your authority Gabrielle" The seraloman looked up to her friend.

"Still Xena, I'm not a tyrant” She looked back atheéd need to listen to other
perspectives”

"You did"
"Guess so0" The bard caught sight of the food hu"know what really set me off?"
"Hmm"

"That look she gave you" A deep breath. "l dok# lihe fact she doesn't like you and
just prejudges”

"She'll learn Gabrielle"

"l suppose" The bard looked up to Xena with a diftight now I just want to worry
about filling my stomach" The warrior chuckled ahéd soulmates entered inside of
the hut.



~*Part 15*~

Slowly the sun crept up through the window, it @®from the other world to shine
on this world. It warmed the faces of our herod® pair went to bed early that night,
knowing they would need the sleep for the followttay. There had been no arrival of
the mercenaries or word of them. Gabrielle, wedsatucted, is worried about them
not showing in time for the battle. Which couldimiately change the outcome of this
battle. We know that this could be the differeneen®en pushing the Romans back
or letting them flood into Greece. We could onlyp&dhat this battle would be won to
suppress the Romans. Until a day when the one hadrcall's himself Rome will
come to overtake Greece. Xena knows this day witi€ in her future and she could
only hope she would be able to stop this one mahaBwhat cost is what haunted
her mind.

So our warrior and bard slowly rolled out of bedita out their destiny that lay
ahead. They both dressed quickly, Gabrielle intoAmazon Queen attire, Xena in
her normal leathers and brass armor. Large hac#ieghup the mask and Xena turned
to her partner with a smile. Gabrielle smiled bask<ena handed her the Amazon
Queen mask, the bard slipping in over her headri€ibexpected them to leave at
that moment but her warrior moved over to theirdéglohgs. Xena removed a small
leather pouch and went to the table right nexteto h

"Throwing arrows?" Xena nodded and reached for them

"Yeah can't forget them" She slipped four of themo iher pouch then tied it to her
waist on the left. She then took the fifth off tladle and held out her right arm. She
easily slipped it down her gauntlet the same stiewith the sixth in her other
gauntlet. The bard watched the entire time asesdrgeld against her staff. The warrior
then turned back to the saddlebags and dug thrivegh, Xena retrieved what she
was looking for. She straightened back up and tutaésabrielle, in her right hand
was a dagger in a small dagger sheath, two palesatifer straps hanging down. "I
want you to take this with you"

"Xena you know | don't like blades"

"I know, but | want you to take this for extra protion" Emerald eyes stared at the
small dagger, Xena gently held it. Gabrielle imna¢ely had to guess something was
special about it.

"Xena?"
"Yeah?
"Who's dagger was its?" Blue eyes were shocked fooment then went normal.

"It was Lyceus' dagger" Xena took a deep breattsdied his life a number of times"
Gabrielle nodded her head then faintly smiled.

"Okay I'll take it. | might just need it" A lopsidesmile came onto the warrior's lips
and she nodded. Xena bent down to one knee anthtathgger with its sheath
around the bard's right boot. It fit perfectly, th held a small blue gem much like
the one that was in Xena's hilt. The small hilt weede if silver so was the blade,
double edged with an almost ivy design that staitgd at the top of the blade that



Gabrielle guess went all the way down. She coutdit'though since most of the
blade was held in the sheath.

"Let's go" Xena stood back up with a serious fa¢e soulmates headed out of the
hut and within seconds Ephiny came running up éontin her leathers, mask on top
of her own head.

"You two ready?" Gabrielle was the one to answer.
"Yup, is everybody else ready?"
"Pretty much. I'm headed over to the stables torgehorse saddled up”

"Great, I'll go with you, I'm riding Argo" Ephinyadded. The regent quickly noticed
that there was a lot of difference to her frienglséndays. She'd grown so much in a
short time.

"Ephiny, is my band getting organized?" The redeoked to the warrior.
"Yes they are”

"Okay" Xena looked to her bard. "I'll come with yfmr a few then" Gabrielle finished
it for her.

"You'll need to go to your group” Xena nodded headh "Let's go then" The three
females were off at a power walk to the stablegyTldntered to them, Argo was in the
third stall, and Ephiny's horse on the other haad at the end. So that left the
soulmates out of earshot. Xena began to put thdlesad, while Gabrielle put on the
tack. Xena noticed how quiet her soulmate washscefficiently saddled up Argo

and came to the front to her best friend. She veat@s Gabrielle put the bit in.

"You'll do fine Gabrielle" The bard sighed and pkl the crown over the mare's ears.
She could feel the nervousness in her stomachwiseng of her stomach.

"I know, just can't help be nervous. This is scatgha nodded her head.
"It is, but you have over two hundred Amazons Hratprotecting you"
"Not to mention a powerful warrior" Xena chuckled.

"That too" The bard buckled the nosepiece, thd fiaa of the tack. She reached for
the reins. "You know I'll be there if something paps. I'm not going to let you get
killed over this" Gabrielle nodded and then turt@tier warrior, reins in one hand the
staff in the other.

"Nor am | going to let you Xena" The warrior smiladd she took a step closer. She
leaned down and captured her lover's lips, theiararight hand going to the side of
the bard's face. They pulled back as they heardtdmping of hooves.

"l love you Gabrielle" The bard smiled deeply.

"I love you...my warrior" Xena smiled back and leamEdvn to place a kiss to the
bard's forehead. Xena turned around and openeatbtireto the stall and look to the
regent.



"Good luck Ephiny" The Amazon smiled.
"Be careful out there Xena" The warrior smiled wathod.

"l will, you do the same" Ending with that Xena kaal to her bard one last time with
a smile and winked to her. The Warrior Princess fbgged out of the stables and to
the entrance of the village.

"She's something else" Gabrielle chuckled at hendt, the pair walked out of the
stables. They both stopped walking and the bardechdmack to the saddle and
reached up. She pulled down the stirrups from #delle, Ephiny doing the same on
her horse. The Queen was the first up onto Argo Eyhiny on her horse. The bard
had just made it up with staff, it had almost beepossible, but she managed.
Gabrielle held the reins tight in both hands, Ingiitrhand being tricky with the staff.
They rode to the entrance of the village whereyhay waited.

When they arrived that was when Gabrielle foundjasithow much two hundred
leather and feathered Amazons looked like. Shecedainly impressed. They all
looked to the Queen and the regent. Gabrielle sp@blari, Eponin and her soulmate
at the head of the Amazons looking to her with kimgwsmiles. The Queen of the
Amazons then spoke in her strongest and loudesévoi

"Today we fight the warlord Okeanos. All of you leawveen broken up into different
sets of bands. You are to follow the leader of ygroup accordingly. If there is a
need for a retreat then the bird call will be sathdnd we are to regroup at the
Amazon fishing tribe that is three days south aeh&abrielle pause and took a deep
breath. "This is a serious battle, not just fobusfor Greece. If the Amazons loose
this battle it is highly possible that the Romank flood into Greece to over take it.
Winning this battle will insure the safety of nasf the Amazon Nation but of Greece.
However it will not stop the Romans only contaiarthfor an extended time.
Together as Artemis' chosen we can defeat thiatthAdl of the Amazons threw up
their arms and cheered. It was loud and echoedghrthe village. The Queen kept
her back straight and her eyes were cold as stehedher Amazons break up into
their groups.

Xena looked up to her soulmate on the mare. Emesadd met her and softened. The
warrior flashed her a brilliant smile and noddedp@elle did the same. Xena went to
her band and ordered them to move. They quicktthef village. The following

group was Solari's they quickly headed out of tllege gates and into the forest. The
calvary mounted up onto their horses and Ephimejdithem, yelling out her
commands to them. Gabrielle looked to her Amazdmshmndred and fifty. Eponin
stepped up beside the mare.

"They're waiting for your orders Queen GabrielléieTbard nodded to the Amazon
and looked back up to the Amazons.

"Alright, after you get beyond the gates of théagk. | want this band to break up
into three waves of fifty Amazons, one wave belimglother. Lets go!" All the
Amazon warriors walked out of the gates of theagdl and formed into exactly what
the bard commanded in no time flat. Gabrielle @éilip behind them with Eponin
walk down beside her. The Queen half turned irstdile and looked behind herself
to see the regent following up behind with the aalv Ephiny nodded to her and the



bard turned back in the saddle. "Each wave widlcdtwhen | give the order. Once
done so you are allowed to freely fight. If there any orders given by me, Eponin,
regent Ephiny, Xena, or Solari you are to followrthpreciously. Be aware that above
in the trees that Solari's band is shooting hemiipged arrows mainly at Okeanos'
calvary. Finally, we hope that the mercenaries anlive during the battle and they
will be attacking the weakest side and we expeentercenaries to mainly be calvary.
To the forest!"

Gabrielle took a deep breath and the three wavaddukinto the woods in perfect
flanks. Ahead the bard saw as a few last minute Zamarchers going up into the
trees. Behind her she heard the sound of hoovémbehe ground. She could only
hope her soulmate was going to make it fine.

~F ok Kk

Xena crouched behind a huge rock, her head polst@dyer the top. She was at the
top of a high side of the mountain, almost likeaayon side. Across the sides of the
mountain were three archers and fifteen warridr$iidden behind rocks. Teresa had
been in Xena's band, so she put Teresa secondnimaond, confident in her abilities.
So now Teresa was on the opposite side with tleethrchers and fourteen other
Amazons. Directly above Xena were the other twbens and then down on the level
ground on her side of the mountain were the oflfteeh warriors, hiding around the
bend.

The Warrior Princess looked across to the other wicdee Teresa looking west
through the mountains. Teresa looked to Xena ankgédnXena smiled back and
looked back west, as did Teresa. The warrior cldsgcyes and listened.

Boots scuffing against ground.
Metal clanking.
Horses nickering.

She opened her eyes again and felt the wind blom the west to the east. She took a
deep breath and picked of the fine scent of hotsashlue eyes narrowed. Xena
looked back to Teresa and nodded. The Amazon kneav that meant and hide back
down behind the huge brown rock. She brought hed$iap to mouth. Xena then saw
metal reflecting off the sun, her body began tarsewvith anticipation. There they
are, Okeanos' men came over the ridge. The wayuietly slipped her sword out of
her sheath and lowered it to her lap. She waitbdyTame closer and closer, louder
and louder. The warrior's heartbeat picked up,redi@e washed through her body.
Her dark side grew and the claws began to comeGnlialt eyes glossed over, the
enemy were now a hundred paces ahead down bel@WwVEhnrior Princess ducked
down the ledge and watched as Okeanos' warriard@gsn to flood under them.

Xena looked across to Teresa and nodded her haddth&t Teresa took a deep
breath and made a cuckoo bird call. All the mewnwedtopped moving and looked
around frantically. The Amazon archers wedged atdbeir hiding spot and began to
shoot down at the men below. The hemlock arrowskingrbeautifully. Xena nodded
again to Teresa whom did another birdcall andhiveytAmazon warriors flooded
from their hiding spots to pull off a hit and ruttaek.

The fifteen warriors on ground level came at tlomfiine taking out a number of



footmen then running back into the hiding of theum@ins. The fifteen warriors of
Teresa came tearing down the side of the mountalraathe sides of the troops.
They doing a hit and run as well and running bat& the mountain sides. Xena took
a deep breath and gave off her war cry it echoedighh the mountains and it signaled
the archers. The archers stood up from their hidpags to shoot at Okeanos'
footmen. But it didn't last, some of Okeanos' meyke off and began to climb up the
mountain side after the archers and warriors. AsageOkeanos' own archers began
to shoot back. Xena gave off another battle crytaedarchers stopped and ran down
the eastern side of the ledge along with the wesrio

"Let them go! Get back into your flanks!" It was@keanos' voice, but Xena knew it
was one of the captains. The warrior figured Oksandoe in the back of his forces
with the calvary. Xena kept her eyes down at tha,mabe lifted them east to see the
Amazons running to the base of the mountains asodthéhem to. Xena specifically
order her band to hide at the base of the mountd#li@keanos' entire army came
through then to come up behind. "Fall out men!" Tdw®men began to move,
trampling over the dead bodies of their comradenaxcounted fifty dead footmen.
Not bad, stir them up a little. Fifty down onlydiiundred and fifty to go.

Blue eyes watched as the men flooded below hettandgh the mountains, her eyes
searching for Okeanos. Soon the calvary beganrt®¢brough all mounted. Xena
switched her sword into her left hand and reachealher gauntlet for the arrow. She
held it tightly in her right hand, she continuedstan the calvary. Then gold flashed
into Xena's eyes, she looked to that person. Afgrmed on her lips, a blond haired
man.

Xena pulled her right arm back, looked to the mainside across from her and
calculated the angle. She spotted the perfectaspbtvaited for Okeanos to line up in
the angle. Now! Xena threw the arrow and it spuough the air with a whistling
noise it hit the mountainside across the way arathets off the mountain wall.
Some of the riders heard the whistling sound aawtically looked around, Okeanos
being one of them. That's when the bladed arrow sitn Okeanos' right arm directly
below his shoulder armor.

Okeanos yelled and looked to his right arm bringipdhis left hand from the reins.
He pulled the arrow out and studied it then he émblp along the canyon walls not
seeing anything. He cursed under his breath amgvttire sharp weapon to the
ground. Far above blue eyes went darker, a grissecthe warrior's lips. Xena
moved and silently went along the mountain ledgkwaent ahead of the army to her
band.

~F kK

Teresa watched from her hiding spot to the opemrige mountains where she
expected the army to come. She could hear thenthA&lRmazons were hidden in
crease of the mountains, out of seeing. Then & ldagk form hit the ground right
beside her. Teresa bringing her sword up to thegpeiit was stopped by the person's
wristband.

"Its okay Teresa it's just me" The Amazon took epdereath as she realized who it
was.

"Hades Xena, you gave me a heart attack" Xena d¢badieiad went serious again.



"Everybody make it fine?"
"Yeah we're all here"

"Good now get back in there while we wait for theh@resa did as she was told. She
re-sheathed her sword and went into the nicheeofitbuntain with the other
Amazons, Xena crouching behind the rock Teresabkead behind.

~F ok Kh

Brown eyes narrowed as she heard the distinct soumekn, horses and metal. Solari
released the branch and quickly moved along theches to where she suspected
Gabrielle to be. The second in command spotte@teen and came close as
possible and bent down, in earshot of Gabrielle.

"Queen Gabrielle?" The bard looked up into thestteesee Solari.
"They're coming?" The Amazon nodded her head.
"The army is just coming out of the mountains" Gelbke nodded her head.

"Okay thanks Solari" The Amazon nodded back anddstiack up on the branch and
went along the branches back to her group.

"Everybody listen up, Okeanos is almost here. @at Ypows and arrows prepared.
Aim for the calvary archers, the others | want y@yump some of calvary below try
and take their horse if you can. Got me?" The aschedded as did the Amazon
warriors. They all pulled their masks over thegds. The archers pulling out hemlock
tipped arrows and put them against their strings.

~Fk Kk

"Amazons, the army is just coming out of the mounstaPrepare yourselves"
Everybody nodded their heads to the Queen's or@ieey. pulled their own masks
down, as did the Queen. Gabrielle looked back tairispand nodding.

~F ok Kh

Ephiny looked to her right first. "Alright everybpdOkeanos is almost here" Ephiny
looked to her left where there were fifteen otheunted warriors. "When Queen
Gabrielle signals” The regent looked back to thetken riders to her right. "We are
to split in half and go off to the sides" She tutier head to the left. "Then fight into
the center" She looked ahead to the three wavasazons. "Everybody
understand?" Ephiny saw from the corner of her eyesybody nodding. They then
pulled their masks over and unsheathed their swatts horse's hooves stomping at
the ground and nickering over the expectancy.

~F ok Kh

The Queen of the Amazons took a deep breath dsestrd the sound of men coming
at them. She gripped her staff tightly, her knuskidnite. That's when she just began
to see the army coming, the sound of her Amazernw'ds being unsheathed could be
heard, metal scraping. The air was tense, Oke#oros's inched nearer and nearer,
Gabrielle's stomach tensed up more and more, hasEaveating.

The army closed in.



The Queen raised her staff up over her head atetlyel
"First wave attack!"
Then Queen's staff fell back down.

The sound of people yelling could be heard as Aftyazons went racing into the
footmen of Okeanos. The Amazon Queen watched theqsereams being heard.

The Queen's staff went up again and she yelleddwnd command.
"Second wave attack!"
Her staff came back down.

The second wave went sprinting into the battlesyethoing through the woods.
Emerald eyes watched as the battle began to pasércHer eyes narrowed and she
took a deep breath.

The Queen's staff went up at the same time shedyell

"Third wave attack!"

~F kK

The second in command watched as the calvary ftbode the battle below. Solari
looked up to her archers.

"Attack!" That command sent hemlock arrows whigtlthrough the air down to
riders. One at a time the Amazons in the treeofélof the trees and onto riders,
taking them out. The watrriors kicked the riderstb#ir horses for the main part, only
a few here and there grabbing the riders to higtbend with them. The calvary was
falling quickly from the poison arrows. Solari gned at the perfect idea.

~F ok h

"Let's move out" Xena ran into the woods with Herty warriors and five archers. As
she ran she yelled back to her archers. "Archeemnt you five up in the tree
immediately and you are to follow Solari's commadr@hce into the woods the five
archers disappeared into the trees, running dowbridinches and pulling their masks
over. The thirty Amazons coming up from behind teénos pulled their masks over.
Xena's grin spread across her lips. | wonder hoeaDgs is feeling?

~F kK

Emerald eyes scanned the fighters, so far theyrttareached her, Eponin down
beside her. Gabrielle spotted Okeanos. She griaaeatie watched Okeanos lean to
his right, head hanging down and he threw up. X@eueare good. The bard inwardly
chuckled at her own thought. She watched as Okdaokesd his horse and tried to
get to the back of his army, not much luck either.

Gabrielle watched from high on her mount, the Anmszioot doing to bad. She kept
scanning.

One Amazon went down. A man. An Amazon. Another Aam A third. Okeanos'
man. A second man. A fourth Amazon.



Gabrielle gritted her teeth and pulled her bootsodirgo's stirrups. She hopped of
the war-horse and slapped Argo's rump. The makered and through her head up.

"Go Argo!" The mare nickered again and the horsgerad off into the woods behind
the bard. Gabrielle looked back to the battle.dswoming closer to her.

An Amazon fell. A footmen. Amazon Warrior. Okeanwa'rrior gutted. An Amazon's
chest pierced. Now another Amazon. Five of Okeantex's fell off their horses from
arrows.

Gabrielle turned to Eponin. "Eponin | want you e trees, keep an eye out for the
mercenaries. You know what to do right?" The weapoaster nodded her head as
she heard the bard's words over the yells. Epd@n jumped and disappeared in the
trees. Gabrielle turned to Ephiny and the calviaey,mask still over her face. The
bard brought up her staff in front of her spurtiaaapid pace into a blur. She
abruptly stopped its twirling and the butt endth& ground and she nodded her head
to the regent. With that the regent moved her amvdrd.

The sound of hooves erupted through the air asdlvary split in half and sped
through the woods. The Amazon Queen turned arositley passed by her, she
watched as the calvary veered out and then camietine sides of the battle. The
Queen then lifted her staff in front of herself aadk a deep breath, energy pumping
through her. A hint of darkness seeped into hergdrkness that was of her soulmate.
The Queen of the Amazons yelled and ran aheadhetbattle.

~*Part 16*~

Xena saw the rumps of horses and she raised hed spoThe fangs showed now.
Her battle cry erupted through her and broke thincalgthe yells. Xena did a flip and
landed onto and back of a horse. Instantly the tigmed to see whom was on his
horse.

"Hi there" A surprised look came over the man'gflaat he was too late. A fist
connected with his face and he went crashing tgtbend. The Warrior Princess
hopped into the saddle.

~F ok k

Gabrielle ducked as the sword slashed past herdr@hdhe swung her staff to
connect with man's side. He howled and slashed davBabrielle. But she was to
quick for him and moved out of the way and he engewith the butt end of the staff
in his face. He withered and fell to the ground|, sbnscious though. But the bard
took care of that and brought her staff down orfdie and he was out.

The bard looked up and pushed her mask above hdrtbesee her Amazons fighting
Okeanos' army. She then heard the distinct souhdrasoulmate's battle cry, her
heart skipped a beat. Gabrielle grinned as anaotlaerstepped up to her. She went at
him, but his sword stopped her staff and then bkdd her in the stomach. Gabrielle
bent forward and coughed. The warrior's sword 8ilashed at the bard's staff and
broke it from her right hand. It hit the ground t@ao away from her and another kick
came to her stomach and she fell to one knee.

The man grinned down at her and the bard's righd meent to her boot. He brought
his sword up to strike the Queen down. Before hadcbe had a dagger in the side of



his leg which threw him off and Gabrielle spokehdt sharp voice.

"I don't think so" With that distraction Gabrielielled on the ground over to her staff
and hopped up with her staff. The man was grithiisgeeth and the bard swung. It hit
him square in the face and he crashed to the grouncold.

"Queen Gabrielle duck!" In a flash Gabrielle duckiedvn finding it the perfect time
to sheath the dagger again. Then a large wariidioféhe ground to her left, and
arrow in his back. The bard looked up to the taeswas flashed a smile from
Solari, an archer right beside her. Gabrielle stndl¢hanks and stood up to run into
the battle again.

Okeanos looked around and then he heard a famdiae from behind.

"Nice day isn't it?" The warlord ducked his heasvd@s a sword swished over his
head. He turned his horse around to face a grirfieimgle.

llXenall

"You got that right" Their swords met in a claslke@nos eyes averted down to one
of his warriors and he nodded to him. Xena caughiaok, she yelled and jumped.
The warlord looked up to the trees, not seeingrangtor anybody. He then bent
forward off to the side and threw up onto one sfdead riders. He closed his eyes
and sat back up in the saddle. He felt like shit.

"Archers! | want my archers shooting to the trees!"

Xena moved along the branches at an incredibledsigbe looked up and jump. Her
hands grasped a branch and swung up and let goddlgh and land on another
branch. She bent down and scanned the fight b&8be.began to count.

~F kK

Gabrielle held her staff up and front of her as smwrds hit her staff. She dropped to
the ground and swung, one warrior fell to the gobtire other had jumped. The
warrior's feet hit the ground and he brought hisrsdown at Gabrielle. But the bard
had rolled away from him in time and bounced bgzlon her feet with a grin.

The second warrior got up to his feet and they lobtirged Gabrielle. In an instant
the bard bent down her staff in front of her. Botlthe two charging warriors legs got
caught up in the staff and the fell flat on theicds.

"Idiots" The bard breathed under her breath. Shedstip and whirled around to
squarely bring her staff to their faces. Their tsefadl to the sides. Gabrielle turned
her back on them and she heard two whistling sobetisxd her. The arrows
embedded into the laying warrior's chests. Nowsthall woman ducked and a sword
slashed past her head. She came back up and swilnegvearrior. Her staff was
stopped and the man's sword came in at her storGaddrielle jumped back, the
sword just missing her stomach. Then she lungeddiar with her staff to connect
with man's stomach. He bent forward and the bardichaction of bring her staff up
caught sight of another warrior coming at her rigjie.

Her staff hit over the bending warrior's head knogkim out. The warrior to her
right raised his sword at the bard. Gabrielle vesn'e if she'd have enough time



but... Then out of no where a dark figure crashedrdonto the warrior his sword
crashing to the ground with his body. A few leatekdown to the ground and
Gabrielle smiled to her savior.

"Thought you would like a little help" Gabrielleigned to her soulmate.

"Yeah thanks" The bard's eyes widen and she pobrehthd the warrior. Xena
unsheathed her sword and rammed it behind heitséifg into a man's gut. He fell
off the blade and hit the ground. Xena broughtdwesrd back around.

"There are four hundred footmen and twenty-fivevaat of Okeanos' army" A
warrior came at Xena from her right and one atoidrel's left. The Warrior Princess
put her sword up to her right to stop the man'srdw8he turned to him. Gabrielle hit
her man in the left side then the right then ogmimin rapid motion.

"How many of ours Xena?" Metal dinged and Xena leathyfor a second. Her sword
cut the man's arm.

"We have a hundred and fifty warriors" Xena flipgest sword and drove forward at
her opening. Her sword sliced through the Okeamagior. "Twenty-five archers"
The Warrior Princess whirled to her left, the tigher sword right at a man's throat.

Gabrielle struck the warrior across his face hg#id onto the ground and she turned
to her right to hit a man in his side then brouggt staff to swipe his feet.

"How many riders?" Xena looked down at the moamva; and drove her sword into
his chest and turned to see her bard hit her maveka the legs. Xena faintly
cringed. That warrior fell to the ground grippinig lower self and was knock across
the face. Gabrielle turned to face Xena.

"Thirty riders still"
"Good"

"Yup, lets go try our new move together" The Queedded her head. And Xena
quickly moved forward to her, the warrior's lefindagoing to the top of Gabrielle's
head pushing her down. Gabrielle followed the comarend bent down. The next
thing she heard was a man groaning and fallingeaytound behind her. She rose
back up and Xena nodded to her. The pair raced mtwr¢he center of the battle.

~F kK

The second in command landed on the ground anddattvarrior behind Ephiny's
horse. The regent smiled to Solari and secondnmeand nodded her head. Ephiny
looked up to see the Queen and her soulmate.

"Ready Gabrielle?" The bard nodded and Xena punahadn beside her. She
sheathed her sword and the bard dropped her stdfétground. The warrior held her
hands out and Gabrielle latched on. In a seconé Xed her bard spinning in a circle
at a fast pace.

"Will you look at those two Solari" The second mnemand looked over to where
Ephiny nodded and saw the performance.

"They're a good team" The regent nodded her heagreement.



Xena's war cry went off as seven men fell from @Galerkicking them in a face. Not
to mention four other idiot warriors tried to stogr and only ended up getting
knocked out for their troubles. The bard landedhenground and she picked up her
staff, Xena unsheathing her sword. A bunch of wasrbegan to close in on the
soulmates. The Warrior Princess then caught sigEpbiny and nodded to her.

"Solari get back up there and get them out of theke!" The second in command
jumped up into the trees as a warrior slashedrajust missing her feet. Solari ran
along the branches as she untied a rope from ter She got right above the Warrior
Princess and Queen. Xena punched one man and &topefront of her, her sword
was sheathed.

"Gabrielle grab on to me" With that the Queen geasiper soulmate and that's when
the bard noticed all the dry blood and her soulteaenor. Xena leaped. She made it
half way up the length of the rope and graspedtfi taoth hands. Gabrielle hung on
for dear life as she looked down to see some ob@&& men trying to climb the rope.
The soulmates on the branches and Xena cut thetfapmen falling to the ground.
Xena looked to her soulmate to see Solari holcah#re waist, knowing the Queen
never been in the trees.

"Well | guess this is my turn to learn how to mawehe trees huh?" Xena grinned to
her soulmate. They three females moved along #echrcloser to the trunk of the
tree where it was sturdier. They all bent dowrotzkldown at the fight. Gabrielle
watched.

An Okeanos' footman fell to the ground from anatro

"Archers!" The bard looked to where she heard @ik i was Okeanos and around
his horse were five archers. They raised theivesro the trees. One released his
arrow and Gabrielle followed it to see it strikeAamazon archer in the tree in the
shoulder. The archer lost her balance and felhéoground.

"Solari"

"I'm on it Gabrielle" The second in command cup lirnds over her lips in did a
birdcall. She saw some of her archers nodded tiegids to her. One of them repeated
the same birdcall. "There now they know of the arsibelow"

"Hades" The bard turned to her warrior, after heathe warrior's curse.

"What's wrong?" Xena's right hand went up to rgsist the trunk of the tree and
replied.

"We've lost twenty-five Amazons, ten riders and angher" Gabrielle's mind quickly
did the calculations.

"So that leaves us with a hundred and...twenty wesyioventy riders, and twenty
four archers. What's Okeanos' army like?" Blue egasined the fight counting.

"There's...three hundred footmen and twenty-five @iV The bard gritted her teeth.

"Hades" She looked to Solari. "Solari go get Epbiiine Amazon nodded and
hurried off. The Queen looked back to Xena. "Xdnag lose another fifty Amazons,
| can't keep them here. It'll be a massacre" TheidrePrincess looked to her partner,



her hand shot up all of sudden and caught and arrdnent of the bard's chest. Xena
threw it and looked to the archers one them eyle@rgXena reached into her right
gauntlet and pulled out an arrow.

"I know" The star arrow sped through the air anaksato the archer's right leg. He
fell to the ground, clenching his ankle where tirewa dug in. "If those mercenaries
get here we'll be fine" Xena scanned the fightQ&eanos.

"Exactly, but Hades if they're here" Right theng®oand Eponin reappeared and
landed on the thick branch beside the soulmatgmriia any site of the
mercenaries?"

"Afraid not Gabrielle"” The Queen took a deep breath

"We're down to a hundred and twenty" Gabrielle ko her warrior. Xena looked
to her then the Warrior Princess head suddenletuta the southwest, her eyes
closing.

"What is it Xena?" Xena began to grin and her délgg open.

"The sound of horses coming at a gallop” Emeraé$ eyiden and the bard turned to
Eponin.

"Eponin | want those mercenaries coming in fromibehTheir leader's name is
Criostoir" The weapons master nodded her headlamavent through the trees
towards the sound of galloping horses.

"Lets get back down there Gabrielle" The bard labkack to her soulmate and
nodded.

"You coming Solari?" The Amazon nodded her heath¢oQueen in answer.

"In a second, need to make a birdcall to the aschbout the mercenaries coming in"
The Queen nodded and Xena turned to her soulmate.

"Think as it as just a really big hug Gabrielle"lf&alle chuckled and tightly wrapped
her arms around her warrior, her head going intoa¥ebreasts. One arm going
around the bard's back. "You ready?"

"I'm never ready for back flips" The warrior grirthand birdcall went off as Xena
replied.

"Hang on" With that said Xena did her battle crgd ahe bounced of the branch doing
a back flip in mid air and landed on the groundidipGabrielle” The bard did as she
was told and bent down as she heard Xena's fistembnwvith somebody's face.
Gabrielle then whirled around as she crouchedk® tiae man's feet out from under
him. She stood up and Xena unsheathed her sworteanld behind with her sword.
Another sword slammed into Xena's and the femakeiovaspun around to face her
opponent.

Part 6 (Conclusion)



Section 6
~*Part 17*~

"Are you Criostoir?" The man pulled his horse toadt and looked down to the
woman who justs reappeared from above. He heldsupamd and some where
around a hundred horses came to a stop. Two Amaversdirectly behind him, the
messengers.

llI amll

"l am to report to you from Queen Gabrielle that ywe to attack from behind the
battle” The mercenary nodded his head and he tumieid saddle. All the riders
unsheathed their swords.

"Follow me men!" He looked back to Eponin and natide

"Thanks" Right after that he kick his horse intgaiop. Him and his band of
mercenaries all turned veered to the left some taeme in directly behind to the
battle. Criostoir's mercenaries yelling with th&iords raised. The two messengers
Amazons had walked over to Eponin with smiles.

"Glad you two brought them back" The two Amazonsatthed.
"Sorry we weren't earlier" The weapons master lddkethe Amazon on the right.

"I'm just glad you came now instead of later”

~F ok Kk

Gabrielle looked up to see a dark man on a jetkdgallion come charging in behind
the battle, the bard grinned.

"They're here Xena!" Xena slashed her sword adh@ssgvarrior's stomach and he fell.
She looked up to see a mass amount of men on laaisébod into the fight. Xena
grinned at the familiar man and laughed. She clobirge another warrior, as did the
bard.

Soon the yells of Amazons could be heard. Theice®renounced. Some hollering
over the mercenaries arrival. Xena then spottedhlys

"Lysia over here!" The tall Amazon spun around amhes over to the Warrior
Princess.

"Need help with something Xena?" Lysia ducked asaa swung at her head, she
punched him in the face.

"Yeah, protect Gabrielle got me?" The tall Amazodded her head.

"You got it" Xena nodded to the Amazon and whirthesst blade to gut a running
warrior. She leaped into the trees. Emerald eyd¢sh&d her go.

"Lysia where is she going?"

"I don't know Queen Gabrielle" The bard turned ¢o left and found a horse just a
few paces away. She looked up to see Okeanos.



"Long time no see Queen Gabrielle” The Amazon Qugited her teeth.

~F ok Kk

Xena landed onto the ground and kicked a man istihrach and looked to Ephiny
on her horse.

"Ephiny?!" The regent turned her head to the rigtdee the warrior.
"Xena, what's up?"

"I need you to tell your archers to pull back. Warried they'll kill some of the
mercenaries" The regent nodded and Xena steppeldsgpto the horse. Ephiny
cupped her hands over her mouth and did a diffdnedtall then Solari's.

"Its done" Xena could hear the birdcall be repe#teaugh the trees.

"Thanks Eph" The regent smiled and she kicked aim#éme face to her right. Xena
turned around to spot a large stallion, Okeanoi$ famn away. She then spotted her
bard right in front of the horse. Her heart skippdakat. "Hades" The warrior was
about to leap up but two men rushed her and shepreased. Her mind worked
quickly as what to daGods Argo! How could | forgetPhe Warrior Princess jumped
out of the way of the warriors and they almosttsaiseach other in half. Xena
whistled sharply and the warrior heard the fam#iannd of hoof beats.

~F ok k

Lysia rushed Okeanos and his sword met hers. Glebstepped back and a man was
on her, she made quick work of him with her sthéfit she looked back to Okeanos.
The bard's memory quickly flashed back to the dagmshe first got her staff.
Ephiny's words coming to her.

Ephiny looked up to the bard, staff in her handsr@vn horse to Ephiny's right.

"Centaurs have certain strengths and weaknessr Tdstiand agile, we use that to
our advantage" Ephiny raised her staff. "As a canfaasses at full gallop” Ephiny
quickly brought the butt of the staff to the horedtsmid leg "The staff goes here. To
crack the knee at the joint" Gabrielle nodded amthiBy went on. "This splits the leg
forward and drops them to the ground" Now Eponiwkkd to the bard from her side.
"As the centaur falls" Ephiny begins to whirl araLwith the staff. "A strike to the
lower shoulder" The butt of the staff now at thekoaf the horse's mid joint.
"Dislocates the two front legs"

Gabrielle's eyes refocused and she watched as Wwgsizut in the arm by Okeanos'
sword.

"Watch out Lysia!" And with that the bard racedviard, her staff went swinging to
the horse's front joint. A crack was heard as trsdrwhine and began to fall forward.
The bard spun around with her staff as the horgarbto fall, the end of her staff
smacking hard into the back of the horses two goitvo loud cracks and the horse
rolled onto its side crashing onto the ground. Aheazon had taken to steps away
and Okeanos had jumped off his horse before gdadinto its side.

"I'll kill you for that!" Gabrielle turned arounduickly but as a sword came down at
her, Lysia's sword stops Okeanos' blade.



"Tsk tsk, nobody mess with the Queen" Lysia pubadk her fist and it connected
with Okeanos' face. The warlord stumbled back leutapidly recovered and brought
his sword up to the Amazon's side, he grinned aid_snd jerked his sword out of the
Amazon's side. The large Amazon's fell to her knlees on her side, her hands
grasping her sides trying to stop the bleeding.

"And nobody messes with me" Okeanos turned to thieri€lle whom was in her
fighting stance. The man laughed and stepped tprto

~F ok Kh

Xena rode out of the battle, a warrior running rdfter from behind. So she spurred
Argo in a certain spot. In reaction the mare stdpgedloping and kicked with her

hind legs. Okeanos' warrior went flying through #neand crashed into a tree, sliding
down it. The Warrior Princess then kicked the warslke hard and she broke out back
into a gallop. The horse cantering along side #iddy Xena looking in. Gold armor
flashed and she pulled on the horse's right reihfago turned towards the battle.
Xena stood up in the stirrups, her heart racedsaedunsheathed her sword. She
spotted her soulmate and Okeanos in the middleeoéntire battle.

~Fk Kk

Gabrielle held her staff over her head againsstnard. Okeanos released and came
at the bard's side, Gabrielle hopped back outefialy. She sucked in her stomach as
the tip of the sword breezed by her mid-sectioratWas to close for comfort. Her
staff's end came around and hit the warlord orskiwellders and he yelped. But he
was quick to take his opening, his sword swipinthatbard's side and cutting down
the length of the bard's left arm.

Gabrielle gritted her teeth and she swung, buagnit as powerful as normal, her
body still reacting to the new wound. Okeanos bhbings hand out and grabbed the
staff's end in his hand. It stung but he kickedhwhiis right foot. He got the Queen
right in the stomach, so Gabrielle lost her griptlom staff. Okeanos tosses the staff
behind him. His sword went under the Queen's chish& kneeled before him, her
right hand over her right boot.

"I may not win this battle Gabrielle, but at leakhow I've killed their Queen" Her
green eyes narrow.

"At least I'll die knowing my Nation beat your artrylowly the bard's right hand
clasped around cold metal.

"That may be so, but your warrior will be quite epwhen she sees you dead" The
bard's hand tightened around the hilt of the dagger

"Maybe she wont have to" His eyes widen then GHermought up her right hand to
throw the dagger it sailed through the air and idtg his left waist. Okeanos faltered
and the tip of his sword just swept across the'bareck, the bard falling on her back,
her neck bleeding. The warlord pulled out the dafrgen his hip and tossed it to the
ground, turning back to the bard. He raised hisrdwp at the bard, Gabrielle closed
her eyes, her heart was pounding out of contrat. §dund around her was drained out
of her world.

A war cry crashed through Gabrielle's world. Tireersed to slow up. Emerald eyes
opened again and she saw a tall form behind Okdappsg through the air. The



warrior almost seemed to slowly land between Oksamal the Queen, the warlord's
sword coming down already. It embedded into theatatrior's left shoulder, sending
the female warrior to one knee over the pain. Xbea reached between her breasts
and then time sped up again. The next thing Gaédsalw was her soulmate's breast
dagger going into the warlord's heart. His eyewlsioolled back up into his head.
Xena's voice rung through her world in a low growl.

"Nobody messes with my soulmate™
Time slowing again.

Okeanos still tightly gripped his sword and he lvegafall back. The sword coming
out of the Warrior Princess's shoulder, the reddirdagger slipping out of his chest,
a drop of blood slowly fell. Xena dropped the daggte hit the ground with a crash
then the dagger met the ground beside Xena's Idawielle sat up to her knees
which seemed to take infinite to do. She watche@lesanos' grip on his sword relax
and the hilt rolled out if his hand, his chest maweving up or down.

Time went back to normal.
Xena quickly turned around.
"Gabrielle?"

Gabrielle threw herself into the kneeling warridgna wrapped her arms around her
soulmate and pulled her in. Neither cared how hjdbd other was nor how sweaty.
They just needed to feel each other in their aifhey hugged for what seemed like a
lifetime. Then a loud cheering crashed into theirld: Xena lifted her head from the
bard's shoulder and looked up. Amazons surrourtted all with the mercenaries
directly behind them on horseback. Ephiny hoppédief horse and wedged through
the cheering Amazons over to the soulmates in¢heec of circle.

"Gabrielle?" The bard lifted her head to her sou#isavoice and took a look around.
"We won?" Xena pulled back and looked into emeesgiets.

"Yeah we won" Gabrielle smiled and without expectashe pulled Xena in for a
passionate kiss. Xena melted into the kiss as and tvent to the bard's cheek, one of
Gabrielle's hands behind Xena's head. Now the tigegrew as the soulmates
continued to kiss. Once the kiss broke the pae tgsto their feet both smiling. The
cheering went on with Amazons raising their swadd masks over their heads in
triumphant. Ephiny stepped over to her two friemtth a huge smile.

"We did it" Gabrielle quickly pulled her Amazonénd in for a hug, Ephiny was
surprised.

"Thanks Ephiny" They pulled back and the regeifitistid her bright smile.
"Anytime" Now the cheering slowly began to turnarat chant.

"Queen Gabrielle! Queen Gabrielle!" Xena steppetbuper soulmate and wrapped
an arm over her shoulders, pulled her in and loaa@uan with twinkling blue eyes.

"That's you" The Queen of the Amazons blushed p de@ as she heard everybody



yell and chant her name.

~*Part 18*~

Gabrielle stumbled into the hut and Xena shut ther d
"Lets get that gash taken care of" The bard huffed.

"You're the one to talk, you have a sword woungaar shoulder" The warrior
shrugged.

"l can wait, you're first" Gabrielle turned to rsyulmate and put on her best stern
face.

"You're first...Queen's orders" Xena arched an eyelanod then grinned.
"Alright you win" The bard grinned.

"Sit down and take off your shoulder armor" The mearnodded and did as she was
told. Gabrielle placed her staff against the wad avalked into the washroom. She
came back out with a bowl! and cloth. Small handsged a chair and moved it in
front of Xena, Gabrielle then lifted the medical kp out of the saddlebag and the
tossed the cloth into the bowl and lifted up widr free hand. She moved over to the
seat and sat in it facing Xena. She dropped the kit the floor then placed the
bowl in her lap. "You know you were right" The wadth went to Xena's shoulder
wound, it stung at first.

"About what?"

"About the dagger" Xena nodded and the bard cack#ahed the wound of the blood
and the skin around. "Saved me twice"

"l knew it would, saved my brother a number of t#th&abrielle nodded then she
reached to the medical kit pulling out a needle thnead.

"Needs a few stitches" Xena nodded and the baedtled the needle. "Thanks for
letting me burrow it"

"Hmm | want you to keep it" Ivy green eyes lookgmftom the needle to Xena.
"Xena | couldn't, it was your brother's"

"Even more the reason you should have it" Gabrlaibeight up the needle to Xena's
shoulder and began to stitch the wound up. The hatided her soulmate's jaw
tightened up.

"Why would that be even more a reason?

"Because | know Lyceus, if he had known you, heahtwyou to have it as would
l...as protection” Sometimes the bard just couldmt w

"He would huh?"

"Yeah" Gabrielle grinned and put in the fourth &mal stitch.



"You sure?" Xena responded with a serious tone.
"Positive" Emerald locked with blue.

"Alright" The bard grinned. "Thank you" Xena noddeih a smile. Gabrielle then
reached down to retrieve some salve. She cardfatign to rub it into her partner's
shoulder. "Thanks for stopping Okeanos"

"I'm glad | made it" Gabrielle nodded her head.

"l was pretty scared"

"| felt it" Gabrielle looked to her warrior's eydsen smiled.

"That breast dagger seems to be another lucky dagée®" Xena chuckled.
"It's a great dagger, glad you decided to get lbag ago"

"It was only about a year ago from now"

"Was it really?"

"Uh huh" The bard pulled out a wrapped and Xeradiher arm to let Gabrielle
easily wrap it. The small woman then looked to Xwasth a devilish grin. "You
getting old?" Cobalt eyes narrowed but a grin fatrae Xena's lips.

"No, | just can't believe it was only a little mdheen a year ago" Gabrielle took a deep
breath and finished the wrap.

"Yeah sometimes it seems like a lifetime ago hutéia nodded her head and picked
up the bowl with the blood stained water. She wiatiot the washroom to pour out the
water and retrieve fresh water. She walked backsatiton the bed and took the bard's
left arm and began to clean the blood off.

"That's time for you, either to slow or to fast"té&f cleaning the wound, Xena added
some salve to keep it clean.

"l suppose" Xena grinned then cleaned the clothéfresh bowl of water, ringing
out the excess water. The warrior's left hand weder the bard's chin and lifted it.
The cloth went to the nick at Gabrielle's throateeald eyes closing. "Its stings...like
a parchment cut”

"Looks like it would" The small woman slightly noeld her head.
"Xena?"
"Hmm?"

"You think we should have the mercenaries stayditiorrow?" Large hands dropped
the wet cloth into the water again and a dab addralwas rubbed over the small nick.

"For what?"

"Well you know Eph and the other Amazons will warggarty over this" Xena averted
her fingers from the bard's chin to her own lap.



"Mmm, those feather heads would" The bard archeelyabrow. "Criostoir would
probably like that, get in good with him too" The€gn grinned to her soulmate.

"Figured that, but we owe them big for their he{fgha nodded her head in
agreement.

"Be a good idea"

"Hades, we better get back out there Xena" Gabragtiod up, the feathers from her
mask rustled behind her. The warrior also stoodngpwent to the washroom with
the bowl. She came back out empty handed, walles®db the chair at the foot of
the bed. Her large hands grasped the top and sivbagk beside the table and
looked up to her soulmate whom leaned on her stdfont of the door. Xena walked
over to her. "They're probably thinking bad thimdmut us right now being in here"
The warrior wickedly grinned.

"Let them" The small bard chuckled and opened ther tieading out of it, Xena right
behind her. As soon as they were out the door, i€lEbstopped dead in her tracks.
"What is it?" Emerald eyes looked to Xena.

"Lysia, by the gods | am such an idiot" The smallhwan hefted her staff up and broke
out into a run to the Healer's Hut. Xena ran aloegjde. "l can't believe | forgot,
damn me" Boots pounded up the steps to the Hadldgr<abrielle quickly swinging
the door open. Eilis looked up from a bed pallétothe left. There on the pallet lay
a tall brown haired Amazon.

"Queen Gabrielle"” The bard rushed over to the sfdbe pallet and looked to the
healer.

"Eilis, how is she?" The healer's eyes dropped.

"Not well I'm afraid Gabrielle" Xena was beside traad, looking down at her almost
look alike.

"Is she..." Eilis shook her head.

"I think she's lost to much blood" Spring eyes ledkip to the warrior, Xena looked
to her bard. She quickly understood the bard's &oakstepped up to the pallet. The
Warrior Princess lifted the cloth over the woundyas stitched cleanly. She noticed
how pale Lysia looked, it would be something riskige door to the hut then abruptly
swung open, an Amazon rushing in. Gabrielle loaketthe door to see a stricken
Teresa.

"Is she?" Teresa stepped up beside the bard.

"No Teresa" The Amazon looked to her Queen, a tdaklief washed over her face.
Teresa looked back to Lysia on the pallet. Xentieshup and dropped her head over
top of Lysia's chest, she listened to the heart liteia weak, the warrior frowned.
"Xena is there anything that can be done" She lroluigr head back up from Lysia's
chest and turned to look at her bard.

"There might be" Xena's eyes focussed beyond tleetbahe shelf a ways behind her.
She quickly stepped between the Queen and Amazimwatching the scene. The
warrior scanned the jars of herbs and medicinescking for one. Her large hand



went up to a jar and Xena pulled the jar off thellshnd came to the pallet again.
"Eilis, I need a bowl with a little bit of water"hE healer rushed off to gather a bowl,
placing a small amount of water and returned. Xamaped the top of the jar off and
sprinkled some of the powered into her hand thepkd it into the bowl! of water. It
quickly diluted in the water, the water changingtdull white shade. "Eilis lift

Lysia's head for me" Eilis shifted to the headh&f pallet and slipped her hands under
the Amazon's head and sat her up. The warrioredigome of the herbed water
between the Amazon's lips, Lysia subconsciouslyking it. "That's good" The healer
gently placed the Amazon down again.

"Xena, what will that do?" Xena lifted the bowl apd handed it to Eilis then the jar.
She turned around to face her soulmate.

"Speed up her heart rate hopefully, foxglove. Bat's all that can be done" Gabrielle
nodded her head then looked to Teresa beside her.

"Teresa you going to stay?" The Amazon looked ¢éotrd with a sadden face.
"Yeah, | think | will" The small blond gave Tereaane arm hug then smiled to her.

"Hang in there huh?" The Amazon nodded her headhatickd over to the pallet
beside the laying Lysia. Gabrielle looked up to $muimate and Xena nodded her
head to the door. They started to head out an@ut®=n looked to the healer and
waved, Eilis waving back with a sad face. The s@tés stepped out of the hut and
down to the ground, Gabrielle looked to her parttisrshe going to make it Xena?"
Blue eyes averted to the bard.

"I don't think so Gabrielle. As Eilis said, shajstla lot of blood" The small blond felt
a lump in her throat and nodded her head. Xenaguiér lover into a hug then
released her.

"We better go find Ephiny" Xena nodded her headgreement.

~F ok ko

Ephiny brought up her right hand to rest on herdsighe smiled to the mercenary.
She actually liked the man, pretty nice guy forexreenary. The regent then noticed
the Queen coming at a fast pace behind Criostoir er tall soulmate right beside
her. Criostoir turned to let Gabrielle and her partstood with himself and the regent.

"Queen Gabrielle” The man lightly bowed his heaghtlooked back up. Then he
looked to Xena with a huge smile. "You know | netleyught I'd see you again" The
female warrior grinned and grasped the mercenatiestretched arm, shaking arms
with him.

"Its good to see you again Criostoir after all thgsars"

"We had some good times then Xena" The Warriord@ga brought her arms up to
cross against her chest.

"That we did" The mercenary smiled then looked &bflle.

"l apologize for arriving late as | did" The batbtght her mouth hit the ground. A
mercenary apologizing? She must be dreaming.



"No apology needed Criostoir, | was just happy gmade it" The man kept his smile.
"And we owe you and your band a huge debt for ¢lkierg. We'll have the money
sent to you as soon as things quiet down" Gabile#a looked to her regent.
"Ephiny, I'm assuming tomorrow will be the big p&'t The Amazon grinned
devilishly.

"If the Queen wishes one" The bard snorted ligatig rolled her eyes.
"I don't think 1 have much of a choice in the mattephiny chuckled.
"l don't think you do" Gabrielle nodded her heathva grin.

"Well then | think with your permission Ephiny" Thward looked to Criostoir. "I'd
like to invite Criostoir and his men to the festivahe regent smiled and looked to
the mercenary and back the Queen up.

"I think that would be great if Criostoir and higmstayed for the day" Criostoir
crossed his arms against his chest and lookecetetient and Queen.

"My men would appreciate it, they haven't had @loeltion in a long time" Gabrielle
smiled.

"Great then we'll have things set up" Ephiny noddedhead in agreement to
Gabrielle.

"But we'll have to leave by tomorrow afternoon, mgn and | need to be going to
another engagement we've been hired for" The Qaeemegent both nodded their
heads.

"That's fine" Criostoir smiled at the bard's words.

"Well | think I'll be on my way to check on my meHe then looked to the regent.
"Nice meeting you Regent Ephiny" The mercenary émbto Gabrielle again. "And its
wonderful to meet the Queen of the Amazons, Quesri€lle” The bard smiled to
him with a nod. Criostoir then looked to Xena. "AXdna, its been to long" The
warrior grinned.

"We'll have to catch up with each other then CowosfThe man nodded his head.
"We will have too" With that said Criostoir beganléave.

"Bye ladies" The mercenary leader then left to tede of his men outside of the
village. Gabrielle turned to Ephiny.

"Nice guy huh?" Ephiny nodded.
"He is"

"How are things coming along Ephiny?" The regenssed her arms against her
chest.

"We've gathered all the wounded and dead. There fifgr-seven Amazons killed
and twenty three wounded" Gabrielle nodded her head

"What of Okeanos' army?"



"The one's that live were around a seventy-fiveyttan" A deep breath from the
regent. "The five hundred twenty-five that were lefhind, all dead" The Queen
couldn't believe the numbers.

"Mercenaries?"
"Criostoir said none of his men were killed, fewumded"

"And | assume they're making camp out in the forgstithern side?" Ephiny nodded
her head in agreement.

"Right now | have Solari and Eponin checking onrgledy, getting the dead
rounded up. What would you like to be done with &k@s' men Gabrielle?" The bard
took a deep breath and thought, her eyes going dowre ground. An idea came to
her and she looked back to Ephiny.

"Lets have them put on pyre's then set on firegdiown the Nestus River north of
here" Ephiny dropped her one arm off her hips.

"It'll be done"
"Ephiny, you have time now?"
"Yeah | have a half of a candlemark or so"

"Let's go back to my hut and get the money, hea&d tw/Criostoir" The regent
nodded in agreement. The bard then looked to hémsae. "Do you want to come
Xena?" Blue eyes unfocussed a moment then look&dtbahe bard.

"No I think I'll check on Argo then help out arouhdre, you two go ahead" Gabrielle
nodded and Xena stepped closer to her partneringgdown, the warrior captured
the bard's lips in a light kiss. She stalked offma wink. Gabrielle shook her head
and looked to Ephiny.

"Better get this done with" The regent nodded dmadtévo women headed to the
Queen's hut.

~F ok Kk

Xena dropped her right hand down to the soft wmb@as a dark navy blue cloak. It
had a dirty white wool collar as well. It lookedeftly warm. In the warrior's right arm
hung a partial wool, partial leather cloak that Bbped would fit her soulmate. Xena
hefted the cloak hanging off her right arm and @tait on top of the stack of leathers
to the right. Her large hands lifted up the nawa&l and unfolded it in front of her
body.

"Hey Xena" The warrior stared at the front of thea& and looked up to see a curly-
blond Amazon.

"How are you Eph?" The regent smiled and took adps more into the hut and
came up beside Xena.

"Pretty good, nice cloak" Xena nodded her head.

"Yeah, | was wandering if you'd mind Gabrielle drehch taking a cloak?" Ephiny



shrugged her shoulders.
"Sure why not, it's going to be a cold one" Theneamodded her head.

"Yeah that's what | told Gabrielle" Xena took gpsback with the navy cloak and
turned to the regent while holding the cloak agames body. "Look good?" Ephiny
looked to the warrior with a grin.

"It does, your color, dark" Xena grinned. "Long agh too" The warrior chuckled a
little.

"You Amazons don't have many long cloaks" The régeched an eyebrow.
"That's because not many Amazons are as tall dsX¥ena smirked back.

"Didn't notice" Xena tossed the navy cloak on tiaels of cloaks again and picked up
the one she had in mind for her soulmate. Sheihafghinst her body for Ephiny to
see.

"To small" A dark eyebrow went up.

"Ephiny" The regent looked up from the cloak to Wiarrior Princess' face. "It's for
Gabrielle” The Amazon laugh for an instant therkkexbup and down the length of
the cloak.

"Yeah, | think it'll go good with Gabrielle's haiXena sighed and shook her head.

"I'm more concerned on how warm it is then whiti@bk like on her" Ephiny
nodded her head.

"Oh it'll be plenty warm, made out of wool and feat' Xena smiled.

"I do have to agree though, her hair will look gaath the cloak™ The regent grinned
to her friend.

"Is that the feminine side of Xena coming out" Xeeglied in a low growl.

"No" The Amazon just nodded her head. The warhentplaced the cloak on top of
the navy one she intended to keep for herself.

"Speaking of which, Gabrielle did a good job hanglihe situation" Sky splashed
eyes looked up from the cloaks to Ephiny.

"She did"

"Mmm especially considering what she's just beeouth with Poteidaia” Xena
nodded her head and crossed her arms againstéstr 4How is she doing with that
Xena?" The warrior took a deep breath.

"Gabirielle is handling it better. Gets better asheday passes" Ephiny slightly smiled.
"That's good to hear. When you two plan on leaving?

"I don't know, | need to talk to Gabrielle abouatthMy guess tomorrow afternoon or
so" Ephiny nodded her left hand going to the tabllean against. "Do you guys have



any plans?" Xena smiled.
"Yeah we plan to take a vacation in Amphipolis” Tagent now smiled brightly.
"That's great, you both could use one. For how?6iena shrugged.

"How ever long, I'd like to stay for Solstice at tiher's. See what happens. You'll have
to come visit Ephiny when you get a little boreddiel'he regent laugh.

"I will" Xena then turned to the two cloaks andk®d them up.

"Hey Ephiny, why don't you come by tonight and tgith Gabrielle? I'm sure she'd
love that before we leave" The regent smiled asaXamed back to her.

"Sure I'll come by for a candlemark or so. We niedatch up" The warrior snorted
lightly.

"On gossip" The Amazon rolled her eyes.

"Well that too. By the way Xena, we plan to have Amazon pyres tonight" Xena
nodded her head then replied.

"Have you heard anything about Lysia?" The regmgitesl.

"They don't think she'll make it. Teresa is prefpget” Cobalt eyes dropped for a
heartbeat then looked back up.

"I know, | saw her earlier" She took a deep brelaém began to walk past the regent.
"I'll talk to you later Eph" The Amazon turned anallooking to the warrior by the
door.

"Bye Xena" Xena smiled with a raise of her hand kficthe hut. Ephiny looked to
the table stacked with cloaks, leathers, armorather items. She then headed out of
the hut.

~F ok k

Gabrielle turned around from the table to the dioa tall figure entered the room.
She smiled.

"Hey, was wondering where you were" Xena smiled\aatked over to her partner.

"Came back from the Material Hut, got us some ctd&ea green eyes drifted to the
two cloaks in the warrior's arms. Xena lifted up time for her soulmate and tossed it
to her. Gabrielle caught it and held it in outrort of her. She stared at the front of it,
it was long probably reach to about her lower shinsas made of brown leather and
white wool. The leather covering in patches fromvugst to her upper arm, her sides,
mid-section, then some of the back along with tiac On the front it held a few
buttons, the wool looking warm and almost havirdirty look to it. All the wool and
leather was stitched together by black thread. Bidioved it.

"This is great Xena" The warrior smiled to her part
"Like it huh?"

"l love the cloak™ Gabrielle looked up to spot Beulmate's own cloak. "Yours made



out of just wool?" Xena nodded her head then heddt for the bard to see. Xena's
cloak was defiantly long, made of completely woalep rich navy blue, the collar
on the other hand was an off white almost gray. @drel had to grin, it is her
soulmate's color. "I like yours too" The Warrioirieéess chuckled.

"It'll work" Xena stepped over to the bard and tolo& Gabrielle's cloak along with
her own and placed them by the saddlebags. "Ydorg bath?" The bard arched a
brown eyebrow.

"I think both of us need it no matter what" Xenaickied and rose back up to her full
height.

"| agree"

~F ok Kk

The tall female ran her fingers through her wetgsaend sighed. She had on her clean
leathers and armor with boots, but had yet to puter gauntlets or armbands.
Gabrielle for her part didn't just toss her Amasathers into the bathtub after
cleaning herself unlike Xena. Instead she had qilagrs to have them cleaned up on
her own time by a stream or lake. The warrior thoafier they had their bath, put her
armor into the water and cleaned it of all the isdrimg blood, scrubbing it good. Then
she hung it up to dry while she put her leatheis the bathtub to clean as well. The
bard had to chuckle at her lover's technique, tombrked. Fortunately for Xena she
had a spare set of dry leathers to wear with hmapgrher wet ones now on a chair
drying.

"Gabrielle?" The Amazon Queen strolled out of treskroom, her head down while
her fingers worked the laces of her halter-top.

"Yeah?"

"You ready?" Gabrielle looked up with an archedoegey.
"No, nor are you" Xena sighed.

"More ready then you I'd say" The bard grinneddofnend.

"Uh huh" The small woman stood in her bare fedtannormal attire, her skirt on and
her green halter-top on in the process of beingdap. Xena moved over to the table
where she left her weapons, gauntlet and armbands.

"l spoke to Ephiny earlier" Green eyes lifted, drfiabers now tying the laces.
"Yeah"

"Uh huh, she said she'd come by tonight to vidibteewe disappear” The bard's head
went up and down.

"Speaking of which when are we leaving?" The baoded to the foot of the bed
where her boots rested on the floor. Xena lookdtketasoulmate as she slipped on her
last armband.

"l figured tomorrow around late afternoon" Gabediboked to her left to Xena, her
right leg up on the frame of the bed, her handsytyine boots.



"Sounds good to me. I'm ready to be alone a fews dath you" Xena grinned to her
bard, as her left hand twisted the gauntlet inse@lon her right wrist.

"Me too" Xena turned to the table again, she lifipcher sword in sheath then looked
to her lover again. Her large hands went behindaligr the sword, working the clips.
"Also | think I've had enough fun with all the lbats and feathers" The bard chuckled
her other foot going up to the bed frame.

"I have to agree for once. Don't tell Eph" Xenangad her right hand moving behind
to lift her chakram up from the table. Blue eyesed at the round weapon in front of
her.

"Yeah a vacation will be nice" Gabrielle's left fdot the floor and she turned to face
her partner.

"Solstice will be real nice" The bard looked to tekram as well. "You realize that
is the first time you were in a battle and didis'® your chakram” The chakram
lowered and then was clipped to the warrior's side.

"l was just thinking that. There were just to m@®pple anyway" Gabrielle nodded
her head. Xena crossed the distance between theplaced her hands to the bard's
sides. She lowered her head down close to the Quikeir foreheads almost
touching. "Mmm, I've missed our time alone togetit@ne of the bard's hands rested
on Xena's hip the other against the muscular stonggarkling spring eyes lifted up
to sky splashed intense eyes.

"Me too" The younger woman sighed. "Been one tlaiftgr another” The warrior also
sighed.

"It has but | promise we have our break now frorargthing” Gabrielle grinned up to
her soulmate.

"Good" Then their lips were sealed together fomatant in time. It lasted for
heartbeats, causing emotions and physical sensdbdmeighten beyond most
people's capacity. Once the kiss was ended didstiaeg into each other's eyes for
moments on end, they hearts raced. The soulmataeysaknjoyed these small
moments in their lives together. Soon afterwarey thft the hut.

~F ok h

The Queen of the Amazons looked west to see th@ustifooking to the horizon,
nightfall would come once again. She still had enitormal travelling attire, but she
had taken her Amazon Queen mask and slipped ithmrenead. Off the platform to
her right and left stood the remaining Amazonsefthibe, wounded and unwounded
alike. Even Criostoir arrived for the funerals. lEphstood directly on her right, then
Xena to her left, Solari and Eponin were down anglound with their backs to the
Queen. Beside the weapons master and second inaainwere two torch stands. On
the ground a ways ahead were twelve funeral pyussabout all eleven pyres held
above five killed Amazons. Then there was one falngyre directly in the center that
held one Amazon's body, Lysia. The Queen held leftseng over these saddening
numbers.

"The Amazon Nation has defeated the Warlord Okearnitsthe needed and thankful
help of Criostoir' The Amazon Queen turned her heatie mercenary in the mass of



standing Amazons, he was distinguishable. "Theddatianks you Criostoir and your
band for all your help in stopping Okeanos" Theaeeary bowed his head to the
Queen with a broad smile. The Amazons broke ootantheer between the
mercenary's help and the Queen's words. It wagyeded. Gabrielle then looked back
to the pyres, the Amazons all went dead silent.aWsf us know, battles, wars, and
fights always come to an end with at least oneqredead if not many. Today we lost
fifty-eight true Amazon Warriors. Each and evergaf them was loved and well
known, which is what makes each individual lost Zoraimportant to this Nation.
This Nation may have lost these true Amazon Wasnpdrysical" A deep breath from
the Queen. "But we did not lose them in spiritythw@l live on forever in our minds,
hearts and in each breath we speak of them"

Gabrielle paused for a moment her eyes searchengyites. "Each of these pyres hold
an Amazon that risked their life not just for thiation but for each and every one of
us. | know myself that each Amazon warrior risked life to protect each and every
one of us and this Nation. | want each of you toember that when it comes to the
future. Remember in the future of these Amazontribleed their lives for a Nation, a
Nation we will keep in existence because of thedithat went into keeping this
Nation together" The Queen paused and watchededgeharchers stepped up to the
front and came up along side of the torch standls arrows. One at a time they began
to light their arrow tips then line up in front tbfe platform. "Let the Amazon Nation
now take time to remember these true Amazon Watrkemember them and never
forget them, they are always apart of this Nation"

The two center archers were facing the Queen, Eébriodded to them. They turned
back around and shot the first two arrows, theglqto follow were the other archers
right down in a line. The pyres rapidly caught oa,fthe breeze helping it along. It
was nightfall now. The stars twinkled high abovegstalline jewels would.

Hanging low in the western sky was the waning mddme bard began to step off the
platform with Xena and Ephiny right beside her. Kather boots scuffed on the
ground, she shifted closer to the pyres. Gabregldd feel the heat from the fires on
her body, it warped her. Slowly the crowd of Amasdsegan to encircle the pyres,
some Amazons on their knees praying, others wélr treads down or with tears
stained eyes staring at the funeral. Xena camdomg aide of Gabrielle.

"You okay?" Emerald eyes shifted up to Xena theskha the pyres, she responded.

"Yeah I'm fine" They were silent for a few hearttsed®oth taking in the scene.
Gabrielle then looked to her right in the crowdw spotted Teresa. The warrior
looked to where the bard was to see the Amazon.

"Go to her" The Amazon Queen looked back to Xerth wismile.

"Thanks, I'll be back" The Warrior Princess noddedhead and watched as her
soulmate began to shift through the people to ttraZon. Gabrielle watched Teresa
as she came her way. The Amazon's face is staiitedears, her right hand up
covering her mouth. Occasionally she closed hes epd more tears trickled out, the
fire reflecting off her tanned body and short bldvair. Teresa then turned her head to
spot the Queen coming her way, Gabrielle came tagher. The Amazon

immediately went in for a hug from the Queen. Gall@iwrapped both of her arms
tightly around Teresa, the Amazon's head goingtimécother woman's chest. They
both stayed like that for a few moments. Teresa thek a deep breath and brought



her head back up. "Teresa she's better off now"Arhazon nodded her head as the
pair released each other.

"I know, she was in pain" Gabrielle sadly smiled.
"She was and she didn't die in vain" Teresa noti@edhead again.

"You know | should have been there with her infigbt" The bard's right hand
reached out and rested on the Amazon's left shoulde

"Don't do that to yourself Teresa, it won't helghdppened, you can't stop something's
from happening" Again the Amazon nodded her he&erésa, Lysia died the way she
wanted to, personally protecting the Queen" Tesasily smiled now and Gabrielle
pulled her in for another long hug. They releasscheother again, Gabrielle smiling
some to only hope it'd help her friend. "You'lldeay?" The Amazon nodded her
head.

"Yes, thank you Gabrielle” The bard nodded her bwad.

"You're welcome" The bard's small right hand thesved to rest on Teresa's chest
over her heart. "A part of her is inside of your#ieA few tears came down the
Amazon's cheek, a sad smile.

"Thank you again" The Queen nodded her head wsthike and turned to leave.
Teresa looking back to Lysia's funeral pyre. Xeaaght sight of her partner coming.
Every now and again blue eyes had averted to thezamand the bard, then back to
the pyres. Xena had quickly realized how much #uel Ios in this world. Gabrielle
came up to stand beside Xena again.

"How is she?" Emerald eyes stayed fixed on theyre

"She's defiantly upset, | think she'll be okay" derodded her head. Silence filled the
air again but within a few moments Gabrielle brak&This sort of thing shouldn't
happen" Xena looked to her best friend.

"No they shouldn't" Gabrielle looked up to Xenag®jocked. "But these are the
times" The smaller female's eyes dropped.

"They are unfortunately” Both women shifted theie€ back to the pyres. Then the
bard's right hand came up to her bangs pulling thaak with her hand still over her
head, a lump entered her throat, her eyes beggighaly burn. "Xena?" The warrior's
right hand reached over to the bard's hand, Gébtightly gripped the large
comforting hand.

"I'm here" Xena wanted to quickly bring the bartbiher arms, but held back. Xena
knew her soulmate had something to say and wodugir at this instant. Gabrielle's
memories had quickly invaded her mind from a timneso long ago.

"I can still remember it Xena" Now a lump enterbd warrior's throat, her muscles
tense.

"I know you can" Hot tears trickled out of the bardyes, her right hand fell from her
head to wrap around her own stomach. Xena brigilgszed the bard's hands in
reassurance.



"Then when | was in the Amazon hut, | can stillalémy words of moving on" More
tears began to roll down the bard's cheeks.

"Remember me coming back?" Gabrielle slightly nabider head.

"Yeah | still remember starring into your coffinaging the ambrosia into your mouth,
thinking it wouldn't work. But then your eyes slgvdpened” Gabrielle then
whispered something quietly. " | thought | was idraam" A sorrowful smile crossed
Xena's lips.

"You weren't nor are you now" Xena then turnedbaaty to face her soulmate. "I'm
never leaving you Gabrielle" They released handsGabrielle was pulled into strong
protective arms that always comfort her and helpdo believe. After a number of
tears left the bard, the pair faced the pyres agzarielle leaning into Xena with the
warrior's embrace still protecting her. For oncéd@ale could look to those funeral
pyres without feeling the loss of her soulmate doee it really never happened. The
memories now held little power over her. The wousldsvly disappearing. The
healing had begun for them both.

~*Part 19*~

Gabrielle broke out laughing, she smiled and litted small almost empty mug of
wine.

"Gods yes | remember that Eponin" Xena grinneceasbulmate as she looked down
to her mug of port, studying it.

"I knew | missed a few things, but this many?" SipBphiny, Teresa, Eponin and
Gabrielle all looked to Xena after her words. Skpilue eyes lifted to them, a big
grin on her lips.

"Oh you missed quite a bit Xena" Had been Epomesponse. The five women all sat
in front of a fire, music was beating loudly in thackground with the Amazons and
mercenaries all dancing and celebrating. This gargded to vacant a spot in front
of a fire to talk about old memories. The nightdsefwas hard at the beginning then
the night climax went down as the night wore onc®the soulmates disappeared to
the Queen's hut, Ephiny dropped by for a visit. &stayed for awhile then decided to
disappear to visit with Criostoir. By the time died returned the bard was alone in
bed writing in her journal. Gabrielle had sat thetensely grinning on the bed, Xena
asked why. She quickly found out what Ephiny hdd tbe bard.

Now Xena's eyes looked to the regent and secoodnmmand across the fire.
Ephiny's left hand is laced together with Soldahtsir hands resting on the regent's
knee. Eponin though sat off to the Queen's leftavhieresa was across from the
weapons master. Once in awhile Gabrielle had calgiesa staring at the weapons
master, she had to grin at that

"That's what I've heard. | missed Gabrielle's dagydner staff training, anything
else?" Eponin began to grin and looked to Ephiny.

"Eph, remember when you taught Gabrielle how te @éwn a centaur?” The regent
chuckled a little then answered back, Gabriell@igfogroaned.



"Yeah that was another. | swung by to check upmm Well Gabrielle was picking up
on the staff work" Xena nodded her head, listemuently. "Once | got there, she
said she was getting it and that it was fun" Therialooked to her soulmate and
arched an eyebrow at her.

"Fun?" The bard sighed and shook her head at Xqonation.

"Okay I'll admit | didn't know what to say, | wasyng. Quickly learned my lesson”
The regent was grinning and Eponin finished it, X&woking to her.

"Well after Gabrielle said that, Ephiny got intor laketailed...fun explanation on how
to kill a centaur. I still remember Gabrielle's sked face" Xena chuckled and took
another sip of port from her mug. The Queen's thea brighten up and she looked to
Ephiny.

"Ephiny, Gods, | just remembered now that we talidedut that. Near the end of the
battle when Okeanos found me he was on his hors#.I\sed that move on his
horse" The curly-blond Amazon raised an eyebroteat

"You mean the move | showed you on how to kill ataar?" Gabrielle nodded her
head.

"Yeah, | knew | needed to get him off his horsdédbe dead. My mind flashed back
to that memory and | went at the horse's jointsrk&o alright”

"I bet it did" The regent chuckled for a second.

"Well it was one of the things that saved my li#2na looked to her partner with a
curious face.

"One of the things huh?" Gabrielle looked up inlieebeyes, she grinned.

"One of the things" The Queen then looked to Ephiey closes hand went up to rest
on the warrior's knee. "Then there is my warrioowlnstantly saves me" Xena
grinned and her right hand went up to the bardsl e her knee. Xena's long fingers
slipping between the bard's fingers.

"I'd say she keeps you out of trouble Gabrielleg Blard looked to the weapons
master and retorted.

"Well that too" Ephiny across the way was smirkamgl decided to get her own
statement in.

"Personally, both of you get each other into fixeégierald and sapphire eyes looked
to the regent. "Personally...that is" Gabrielle lodke to her soulmate.

"Both of us?" Xena looked to her partner and redpdn
"Sounds reasonable” Gabrielle nodded with a grame3a then looked to the Queen.

"l was wondering" Everybody turned to look at tlevwmnot quiet Amazon. "Well you
remember when you first met me Gabrielle?" The badded her head. "When
Solari, Lysia, and | were all coming towards yosgit of noticed Xena had stopped
walking abruptly and stiffened up and you ran ah&dldat was that all about?"



Everybody quickly took note of the bard's face tgrbright red to her roots. The
warrior squeezed the bard's hand for a momentepited for Gabrielle.

"Teresa, Gabrielle had told me something a littlocking. That's all* The Amazon
nodded her head to Xena. The bard wasn't as resydsufairly still red. She'd been
caught. Solari's words then cut through the air.

"Xena, do you have any stories about Gabrielleybatd like to share?" Xena
devilishly grinned across to the second in command.

"I have many stories about Gabrielle, but..." Gakeielas staring up at the watrrior.
Eponin was grinning at the sight. Solari decideddg it on.

"Come on Xena, you have to tell us at least or@aidrielle” Xena chuckled and
looked from her soulmate to Solari again.

"Oh no I like keeping them to myself" Ephiny chusttlat that, she could relate. The
regent squeezed her lover's hand for a momentti&akw what that meant. So the
second in command let it go for now. Xena lookedmlto her soulmate with a smile.
"Ready to go?" The bard nodded her head.

"You two going to head out?" The two soulmates &xbto the regent, Xena
responded.

"Yeah, we should start heading out of here" That Xana and Gabrielle stood up,
leaving their mugs on the ground.

"You both better stop back here before you leave" Xena rebtide head.

"We will" The bard was smiling and the pair heatdedk to the Queen's Hut to
retrieve their stuff.
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"Hey girl. Ready to get out of this stall?" The maickered and threw her head up
and down, her front hoof pawing at the dirt grouhteah me too" The bard chuckled
at her soulmate&sometimes | wonder if they really do tdlko we don't talk" Wide
emerald eyes looked to Xena.

"You...you read my thoughts?" Xena laughed and tiggdleup the girdle on the
horse.

"No, I just know you" Gabrielle grinned and bucklbe nosepiece of the face tack.
The Queen held the reins and Xena walked arounddrse to the front. Gabrielle
handed the reins to Xena and opened the stallis @ihe two humans and one horse
walked out of the stall then out of the stable.yrak made a beeline to where Ephiny,
Solari, Teresa, and Eponin are sitting by the fgabrielle noticed that Teresa had
shifted from across the fire from Eponin to sitidesher now. The sun began its
decent in the western sky. Once the soulmates ehetdwe four Amazons stood up.

"You both better get to Amphipolis for once" Theahtlond chuckled at her regent's
words.

"We'll try Ephiny" Xena then cut in.



"We will Ephiny" Gabrielle grinned up at her sout®aShe liked that.

"Good, maybe Solari and | will stop by for a vislitresa looked to the Queen with a
hurt look.

"Am | not allowed to come?" The bard smiled and admd back.

"Of course you can come Teresa" Gabrielle lookeonip "And you too Ep. We'll
probably be there all winter" All the Amazons noddkeir heads, the small bard
looking to the regent. "You'll take care of the oeraries?"

"Its all covered Gabrielle. You and Xena just get af here before anything else
happens" Gabrielle smiled. The Queen then madedsoand hugged everybody and
thanking them. Ephiny being the last, the bard pénigig something to her. "Thanks
for all your help Eph" They released each othemftbe hug.

"You're welcome my Queen" Then the regent lookeddna by Argo. All four
Amazons each at a time attacked Xena with a hugwrrior couldn't believe that
one. "Xena thank you for your help" The warrior Edito the regent, their hug was
the last one.

"No problem Eph"

"By the way, Solari told me you talked to her. Tkhéor that too, means a lot to me"
The warrior smiled to her Amazon friend.

"Anytime" Gabrielle moved from Solari's side afterefly talking about her
relationship with Ephiny. The bard looked to heulszate and Ephiny.

"Gabrielle" The Amazon Queen looked to the regérake care huh?" The bard
smiled with a nod. They went in for another hug.

"l will, take care too. And watch out for Solarihéar she's nothing but trouble in
relationships” The curly-blond Amazon devilishlyrgred.

"Oh I'll keep her in line" The bard grinned back.

"I know what you mean" The warrior snorted. Thelswites then turned to leave.
Gabrielle turned around and waved to her Amazohey &ll waved back with bright
smiles. Xena kept walking on with a huge smile elndckled to herself. The bard
turned back around and looked to Xena. "At leasgateo sneak out quietly” Xena
looked to her soulmate.

"Don't be to sure, we're not through the gates Vhén in a heartbeat a loud roar of
people's yelling erupted through the air. Gabrek#oulders slumped, her staff
hitting the ground hardier.

"Oh gods, Ephiny didn't?" The soulmates stoppediwgland looked back. All the
Amazons and mercenaries were looking to them ye#imd screaming. Gabrielle
spotted her regent in the front with the largestisnshe could even see the smirk
from here. The crowd of Amazons and mercenaridhgering.

"She did" It came out with a chuckle from the warriGabrielle groaned and the pair
turned back around and headed out of the village.cheering never stopped till they



got well into the forest. It was incredible. "Ampbiis?" Gabrielle looked up to her
soulmate with a huge smile and replied back wigx@ted voice.

"Sounds great to me"

"All of winter for a vacation?"
"Gods yes"

"A lot of sleeping in bed?"
"Uh huh"

"A little nutbread?"

"Oh yes"

"Feel like riding?"

"The sooner we get there the better" Xena laughddhapped up onto Argo. She then
took the bard's staff and placed it in the sadbthe warrior then helped her soulmate
up behind her. The bard wrapped her arms tighéyresg Xena's waist. Then the
Warrior Princess kicked the war-horse into a gall@pr heroes disappeared into the
woods, headed southwest to Amphipolis. That leagesith a mind full of
wonderment off exactly how their winter goes.

The End



