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Section 1
~*Part 1*~

Xena leaned down to gently capture her partnesstiie kiss was long and loving.

Never had these kisses shown demand or a neednm tip forward. However they
both in their soul shared a great demand and simgjteced.

The watrrior lifted her head back up and smiledeofhiend. "Be careful huh?"

Gabrielle nodded and let a smile slip into plac®ri't worry, I'll be with the
Amazons for just a week." She leaned against afft $Make sure you stay out of
trouble.”

Xena laughed and lowered her head close to Ga#sielllThat's my line.”

"Hardly warrior." Gabrielle turned around and walkaut of the tavern to come up
beside Ephiny. She turned back around. "Take dayewself Xena."

The warrior moved her head in agreement and leagaithst the inn's doorway. "In a
week I'll be in the village."

"Better be!" Gabrielle turned to Ephiny to see itbgent hoping onto her horse. She
was soon on the horse as well thanks to the regesip.

"Watch after her for me Eph."



The Amazon gazed over to Xena and winked. "No @bl

"Right!" Xena gave a grin.

"Hey!" Gabrielle squeezed her arms around Ephifm fiot that difficult.”
The Warrior Princess arched an eyebrow. "Just efudaGabrielle.”

"I will be." The bard gave a sad sigh. "You be éalreoo Xena."
"Definitely." The warrior gave a warm smile. "ldinly be at mother’s."
The Amazon Queen quietly laughed and turned baekaia in the saddle.
Ephiny turned her stallion around. "See you Xena!"

"Bye Eph." The warrior kept her eyes on her partner

Gabrielle turned her head around and gave a waiite ssnXena. She mouthed out, 'l
love you.'

The older woman's smile only became more wondevrfiille she mouthed the same
words back. She watched her best friend disappgasfdhe village and out of sight.
She sighed sadly and turned to go back into théamather her own things.

Ephiny grinned and talked to her Queen. "l didnthw about you and Xena."
"Ephiny." Gabrielle shook her head with a grin.

"Ssso... what is she like in-"

"Ephiny." The Queen took a deep breath. "We have®h together... like that... yet."

"You're kidding me!" The regent laughed lightly. 6¥'ve gotta be kidding me. Why
not?"

"Because we're taking things slow." Gabrielle gawggh in this explanation she'd
have to do.

"There's something | am missing here." Ephiny tdrner head sidelong. "Xena nor
you are slow pace people.”

"I know." The bard went serious. "But Xena andVéaeen through a lot lately and
we wanted to take it slow. For each of our owntydfe

"Mmm, understandable.”" However a grin took contfoEphiny's lips. "So how long
have you two been... going out?"

Gabrielle laughed and shook her head. "Nine ddgser candlemarks, and thirty-five
minutes."

That did it, the regent fell forward laughing, wihimade the horse stop walking. "Oh
gods, that's the cutest thing."

Gabrielle let go of her regent and glared at thea2om's back. "Look, move it
regent." She gave a small grin. "Or | won't telliyamymore."



"Oh there's more?" Ephiny straightened up. "I'nmosesrnow.” She kicked her horse
into a fast walk again. "Ssso..."

"Well..." Gabrielle's face brightened up to go ibard mode about her new
relationship with Xena. She became completely inseein her past days with the
warrior.

It had all began on the night Xena and Gabrielkrdged Hope and her son in
longing to never deal with Dahak again. After tlag fiinished staring at the lifeless
bodies of Hope and the Destroyer they buried thedweent into the bard’s home.
And well, since that night in Gabrielle’s home tgrhad changed between the
warrior and bard. They'd slept in Gabrielle andalsiroom in the separate beds.

Lila had decided to sleep in the guestroom fomiigat. She didn’t know exactly what
happened between Gabrielle and Xena but she kneughrthat they should be alone.

Gabrielle flopped down on her bed and heard Xeosedhe door behind. Her head
fell into her hands as she moaned lightly. "Oh gdtiulst was crazy." She ran her
hands through her hair and looked up with tiredness

The warrior moved in the small room to sit on Lslded. "It was," she agreed with a
deep breath. "Thank you Gabrielle."

The bard furrowed her eyebrows. "For what?"
"Coming back, fighting to come back."

The smaller woman took a long breath and slowkyaseéd it. "l don't feel like | did
anything Xena." She shook her head. "l owe so nhoiglou."

"You listen to me." Xena leaned forward closer ¢o fiiend. "You don’t owe
anything to me. Do you understand me?"

Gabrielle faintly nodded with sadness. Then shespéried, "Then why do | feel like |
do?" Her eyes lifted to Xena. "l took so much frgou... from us."

The warrior shook her head. "That’s crap.” She éab&way then back to Gabrielle.
"We've been through a lot... the both of us Gabridllee both learned so many
lessons these past months. We paid a lot for weat/@nt through. It is over and we
both need to let it go."

The younger woman nodded. "You're right." She sthdadly. "There is one thing
I've come to learn that | would like to tell you."

Xena smiled warmly. "What's that?"

Gabrielle smiled lovingly and reached out with bb#r hands. She carefully took
Xena's larger hands and studied them for a montéarteyes lifted up to the
warrior’s soft eyes. "l am trusting you with my $éor now on Xena." She shook her
head as her throat tightened. "I can not... | cammaite it in this world without you.
So wherever you go Xena | will be going with youaloin't care where we go. | just
know | need to go with you."

Xena studied her partner while repeating the sapaech in her head over again. Her



thumb now began to rub against Gabrielle’s haridshd tried now to push Gabrielle
away she would never win. Gabrielle would nevelkmagay, that she knew. "Be
careful with that Gabrielle. | could lead you takieess."

"I don’t care." The bard squeezed her partnersihdrdon’t care as along as it's with
you." She smiled sadly. "Don’t ask me not to gadhwjibu Xena. | can’t make it in this
world without you." She faintly grinned. "I signeg to be your partner for eternity."

The warrior smiled warmly. "Gabrielle?" Her smilemt sad and she lifted her right
hand to her friend’s cheek. "Don’t ask me to lead §o your possible death."

The bard let her head rest into her best frieraligh. "I want to be with you Xena."
Her eyes shut while her right hand came up toagainst Xena'’s. "Don’t leave me
after everything."

The older woman took Gabrielle’s hand again alortg tver other. Xena moved to
stand then kneel down in front of Gabrielle, she ege level with Gabrielle.
"Gabrielle?"

The small woman opened her eyes to study diretttyher partner’s sky eyes. "Xena,
| love you."

Xena smiled lovingly. "I know, | know." She movedrthands with Gabrielle’s into
her partner’s small lap. Carefully she leaned ikiss her partner on the lips carefully.
Then she pulled back with her smile never losiaglépth. "I love you too."

Gabrielle felt herself blush a little, that versioihlove coming from Xena'’s lips were
different. It meant more and held more depth. H@vévmade a warm smile ease
across her lips then she slowly leaned in to géagly Xena. Her kiss was timid
because it was something new to her. And timid bseahe was still hurting inside
and she knew her partner was as well. Howeveredha fire come to life deep in her
soul, a fire soon she wouldn’t be able to ignordli®y back she leaned her head
against Xena’s. "Xena?" It was low whisper of need.

"Sshh." Xena stood up with her best friend. Reaghiehind she unhook her sword
and chakram throwing them on the bed behind Gaéri€arefully the warrior pulled
the other woman in with protection.

The bard buried her head into Xena'’s neck and dlbse eyes. She felt safe. Next
thing she found was herself being lifted off theofl and laying on top of Xena’'s
body. Gabrielle wrapped her arms around Xena alubitigght.

Xena wrapped her legs with Gabrielle’s while kegpame arm around her friend’s
waist the other hand was behind Gabrielle’s headnlng up she placed a kiss to the
small female’s head. Resting her head back dowth@pillow, she shut her eyes.

Soon the two women went to sleep from the long diagy slept hard and long in
each other’'s arms and warmth. By that morning these up late. And when they
awoke they didn't leave the room right away. Indtdeey spent the rest of the
remaining time together alone, talking about tihel@tionship.

Xena sat back up against the headboard. Her baats olf and her legs propped up
in front of her body.



Gabrielle on the other hand was at the foot oba with her own boots off and
sitting cross-legged. "Slow, definitely."”

The warrior nodded with a smile. "That’s what Iurgd."
The bard quickly glanced up. "Is that okay with 96u

"Definitely.” Xena let a smile take her lips. "Werdt need to rush this Gabrielle."
She took a deep breath. "Still have to get ushaodea."

Gabrielle nodded with a small smile. "That’s whatds thinking." She quietly
laughed. "Gods, the last time | got involved imed relationship the person ended up
dead." She lost her smile. "You sure you want téhikonow Xena?"

The Warrior Princess raised and eyebrow. "Sure&sl positive the first time | met
you Gabrielle." She grinned a little. "I think Ircéend people off."

The younger woman snickered. "To say the leasi"tBén went series. "First time
you met me?"

"Yeah." Xena smiled warmly. "In the grove."
Gabrielle’s lips shaped into a grin. "The samenfer."

"Ohh?" The taller gave a cat grin. "Wish I'd knoivB8he immediately saw her friend
blush deeply and the warrior chuckled lightly. "Hsme here."

The bard was hesitant for a moment but moved wlgrdo her best friend’s arms.
She leaned her back into Xena’s warm body andgfelhg arms come around her
stomach.

The older woman took Gabrielle’s hands and redtethton the bard’s stomach. Xena
propped her legs back up. "Comfortable?"

"Oh yeah." The small female sighed happily andectsier head against Xena’s right
shoulder. "Thanks Xena."

"Mmm?"

"For finding me." Gabrielle shook her head. "I wasried you really thought | was
dead." She took a long breath. "l just can’t bedigau tried to search me out.”

The warrior thought before replying to that. "l alyg will. You would have done the
same for me."

The young woman chuckled quietly. "I don’t quiteoknabout that. You went through
some rough things to try and find me."

"l did." Xena smiled. "And I'd do it again... for ydu
"Thank you." Gabrielle turned her head up to capXena’s lips in a light kiss.
"Here we are... finally." Ephiny hopped of her hoasel turned around to her Queen.

Gabrielle easily climbed off the horse and recoddrer staff from the saddlebag.



"So that’s the whole story?" The regent had hedbBam her hips.
"Yes." The bard grinned and leaned against het. Shdthing... sexual.”

Ephiny sighed and shook her head with her handspalng. "You know, | was
expecting you to tell me some wild tale." She amldeer to the horse to take the
reins. Her feet carried her through the Amazondor@wvards the village. "That was...
boring." She smirked over to her friend.

"Right." Gabrielle shot back a grin. "I know youdi it interesting Eph."
"Actually I do." The Amazon let out a sigh. "Xenancbe surprising.”
"How you figure?"

"I don’t know." Ephiny shrugged her shoulders.u$t never thought of her as the...
slow pace kind of woman. More like jump into thelsat the first chance.”

"Ephiny?"
The Amazon turned her head to the Queen.
"She isn’t a warlord."

"I know... I know." The regent quietly laughed. "ljisst still... she’s a warrior and
well..."

"She’s changed Eph." Gabrielle shook her head avgmug look. "You can’t back
yourself up."

"l guess not." The regent laughed and shifted tiention to her walking again. "Still
| would have thought... ah centaur butt hair... | giye" She gave a dragged out sigh
with a shake of her head.

~k Lk ko
Xena pulled her mare to a slow walk as she eniatedhe familiar village.
Argo walked up close to the tavern and stoppecetiveth a whine.

The warrior patted her war-horse’s neck and disrtexiriStay here girl." She walked
into the tavern and gazed around. "Mother?"

The kitchen door opened with a creak and a shadkidnd white haired woman came
ambling out. "Xena?"

The Warrior Princess gave a warm smile. "Mothés,gbod to see you."

"How have you been?" The older woman pulled heghgar in for a tight embrace.
"Well," responded Xena with a hug. "You?"

Cyrene pulled back with a warm smile. "Better... now.

The warrior’s lips spread into a warm smile. "Thawok."



"It's good to see you." The innkeeper however satidead a confused look.
"Where’s Gabrielle?"

"Gabrielle actually went to the Amazon Nation tketaare of some affairs.”
"Been good Solari?"

The second in command evilly grinned. "In what fashmy Queen?"
Gabrielle quietly laughed. "Both."

"Oh... | have been... but only in one fashion."

The regent glanced over and lightly glared to leepad in command.

Solari snickered and smiled back to Gabrielle.

The bard nodded and glanced back to her food. Uidbér details... please.”
Solari laughed and sat back while continuing toheatdinner.

Ephiny gave a long drawn out sigh as she finistexddmner in the food hut.

That evening had been rather quiet. Both the regieshiQueen tired from the travels
of the day. Yet, Ephiny had huge plans to make thaethere was a celebration for
the Queen’s returns. But that wouldn’t be till tamoov night, ample time to prepare
for a good Amazon bash.

Soon the night came and Gabrielle was in her legpshg deeply. During that deep
sleep her dreams came to her in riddles. Riddissiboke to the bard of a beautiful
woman of northern lands.

This woman was not of Greece and held a deep Galtient that could be traced to
possible Britannia or maybe Gaul. Gabrielle cowtibe quite sure about that detail
for she was not good with dialects. However sheeidember that in the dream this
Celt was a warrior with long majestic red hair aegp green eyes. Different scenes
would flash to Gabrielle of this woman repeatedlyisg her life in one fashion or
another. By the morning when the Queen arouse slsdeft in mystery of this
woman for this Celtic warrior seemed so real ta klemce this left Gabrielle through
the next day trying to understand the curious dream

~*Part 2*~

Xena stood on the porch of the tavern in the eadyning, she felt the light breeze
kiss her cheeks. She slowly lifted her mug of teand carefully drank. The mug
lowered but the warrior’s sky teemed eyes stayedeu on the village around.

The village itself was quiet on this early dawneTdnly thing rising with the sun was
the small thin patches of fog. Quietly the floortsacreaked as they held another
form that exited the tavern.

"Morning."



A smile tugged on Xena'’s lips. "Morning mother."r®ice held hints of sadness.

Cyrene peered up to her daughter and studied bélepiShe’d taken into
consideration about Xena’s lack of attempt to tdlkut Gabrielle. For fear if Xena
talked of Gabrielle it would say something andathered the innkeeper. Although at
the same time she was concerned about the faatatr®r neglected to speak her
thoughts on Gabrielle. So being the mother thaistshe acted as that mother. "You
miss her."

The tall woman took a long deep breath and lefihgers curl more around the warm
mug. "Yes."

The tavern owner turned her sights away. "You hawpoke of Gabrielle since |
asked about her."

"True." Xena lifted the mug to drink from it.

Cyrene lifted her arms against her chest. "l catetstand that." A sigh freed from her
as she added more. "It's hard without your... otladf.'h

Very gradually sapphire eyes lowered to the innkegpth hidden surprise.
The mother smiled up to her daughter. "l just kntema... I'm a mother."
A fine smile creased Xena’s lips.

Cyrene mirrored the smile and turned her eyes fatwi#low long?"

The watrrior lifted her mug to her lips but spokédoe drinking. "Nine days, eighteen
candlemarks, and fifty-seven minutes... and thirtg-seconds as of... now."

The mother quietly laughed with an amused smilgiptaon her lips. "That serious
huh?"

"Very." The Warrior Princess swallowed the warm daed peeked into it to see most
of it gone.

The innkeeper had a serious look on her face astahed over the town. "Slow or
fast?"

"Slow... and we both agreed to the pace." Xena took@ drink and lowered the
mug.

Cyrene moved her head in approval. "Good." She dwva sigh. "You both were
made for each other."

Xena's eyes flickered over to her mother.
The tavern owner smiled but didn’t look up. "Tros dear, | know these things."
The warrior quietly laughed and lifted her teaitosh it off. "A mother knows best."

"Yes she does." The older woman’s expression wasuseall over again. "How is
Gabrielle feeling about all of this?"



"Very excited." The warrior crossed her arms owardhest while holding the dry
mug. "She almost refused to go to the Amazons."

"And you convinced her otherwise?"

"Yess." Xena took a deep breath. "Be good timén&rto completely consider the
relationship."

"Xena..." Cyrene glanced up to her child. "If youtrging to get her to reconsider it
won’t work." A grin took over her lips. "The longgou’re away from her the closer
she’ll come to death... as will you." She winked.stance makes the heart grow
fonder.” With that Cyrene strolled away and badk e tavern.

The warrior out of the corner of her eyes saw hether disappear. Slowly her
attention went to Amphipolis again. And so gradpalkatisfied and happy smile
crept along Xena'’s lips.

~Fk ko

After Gabrielle risen from bed and left her hutrthgphiny instantly hunted her down
for talking.

The regent questioned her friend about how to gaathe affairs with the Amazons.

These affairs dealing with treaties with surrougdiilages and the centaurs. Nothing
to lose sleep over but non-the-less were quit@gsriAll these treaties were coming
to their expiration dates and need renewal andigessew terms.

As of now, Ephiny and the Queen stood in the ceuitdne village. Ephiny to the
bard’s right talking in her ear. Gabrielle howeweas staring across in the village with
half her attention on the regent and the otherdralier thoughts of Xena.

"Gabrielle?"

"Yeah?" The bard turned her head to Ephiny.

"Did you hear anything | said?" The regent crodsedarms against her chest.
"Sort... of." Gabrielle gave a sheepish grin.

With a sigh the Amazon asked, "Want me to repeaetify/

"You better." The Queen went serious and facedrlesrd, as she tried to focus.

"Okay, first we should speak with the centaurs..phify started chatting away with
her ideas but stopped as she noticed Gabriellpayotg attention. "Now what?"

The small bard shook her head. "Ephiny... who isZhbler face held a mix of
surprise and fear.

The regent turned and gazed in Gabrielle’s directidvho?" She pointed at a passing
female. "Her?"

"Yes," was Gabrielle’s whispered response. "Whshis?"



"That's Joan." Ephiny glanced at Gabrielle. "Why?"

"She... she..." The bard shook her head. "She lookstlgXke the woman from my
dreams."

The Amazon’s face lit with an evil grin. "She’semerybody’s dreams since she’s
arrived here."

Gabrielle corked an eyebrow at her friend. "l daveinna know." She sighed. "Since
she’s arrived? She isn’t an Amazon?"

"No... no." Ephiny shook her head and turned henatie to the woman, Joan,
watching her shift through the village. "Joan...rah Gaul. She quite literally
stumbled into our territory."

"Gaul?"

"Yesss." Ephiny put her hands to her hips. "Sheahasautiful dialect... Celtic. The
weird thing is the accent sounds more Britanniam tGaelic."

The Queen stared at the fairly tall woman thatlbad flowing bright red hair and
forest green leathers on. "She is pretty."

"Very... and her accent only makes her more deadly beauty."

Gabrielle quietly laughed but went stern while tnghher eyes to Ephiny. "How'd she
come into our territory?"

"She came in stumbling... drunk off ale."

The bard’s head bobbed while she watched Joan ahmolegh the village and out of
the gates. "I'll have to talk to her."

~k ik ko
"Wahoo!" Eponin laughed and fell to a seat besieleQueen. "How's it going Gab?"

Gabrielle sighed knowing her Amazon was heavilynértonight. "Fine Ep, how are
you?"

"Just wonderful." The weapons master leaned agharsQueen. "How you feeling
Gabrielle?"

"Almost perfect Ep." The bard turned her head amthgd.
"Really?" The weapons master corked an eyebrowythng | can help with?"
Gabrielle bit her lower lip. "No... no." She patteer Amazon’s knee. "I'll live."

Ephiny strolled up to the group by the fire witmag of wine. "You causing trouble
Ep?"

"Me? Nah!" The weapons master smiled. "Just tryinfigure out who to sleep with
tonight.”

The regent choked on her wine, she coughed, areéhithest. "Well... if you're



hoping for your Queen, she’s taken."

"Since when? And by who?" Eponin looked betweeniigpand the Queen. "You
Eph?"

"Oh no... no." Ephiny shook her head and sat dowtherground in front of her
friends. "l have Solari.”

Eponin chuckled. "How could | forget?" Now she glad between Gabrielle and the
regent. "You know what | never could understand® Sighed and mumbled out, "I
couldn’t... couldn’t understand how the two most ligalmwomen can travel with
each other but not... not be sleeping with each dther

Ephiny grinned. "You talking about Xena and Galbe/#|
"Of course | am!" Eponin faced Gabrielle. "Why&t? Is Xena blind or something?"
The bard bit her lower lip again. "l don’t know whigis Ep. Strange huh?"

"It's messed up!" The weapons master gave a drawsigh. "Why don’t you just
jump her Gabrielle?"

Gabrielle’s eyes widen. "Oh god, that’s the wonsage."

"Oh come on, | would." Eponin grinned and drank sanore of her port. "What's the
risk?"

The regent grinned up to the weapons master. "Ep?"
"Yeah?" Eponin turned her head to her friend.

Ephiny evilly grinned. "Ep, do you like your swor®® you like your mask?" She
paused. "Do you like your face?"

The weapons master sheepishly grinned. "That’s.trix@na would do that."
"My point exactly." Ephiny drank more of her wine.

Eponin drank more of her port and furrowed her eyeb to Gabrielle. "Not
drinking?"

Gabrielle shook her head. "Trying to quit... thartksugh."

The weapons master chuckled. "Never the true Ama&ire smiled warmly. "Gotta
love it."

"What's happening over here?" Solari stood witimalé sway in her stance.

"Just talking about how Gabrielle should jump Xérgphiny patted the ground
beside her.

"Really?" The second in command sat down besidedgyemt. "l gotta hear this." She
lifted her mug of wine to take a long drink. "Soat/s the tactic on how to jump
Xena?" She glanced up between Eponin and Gabrielle.

"There is non." Gabrielle laughed and shook hedhé&a surrounded by three drunk



Amazons... this is not good. Where are you whend y@e Xena?

"You know..." Eponin’s lips slipped into a grin. "ebl could jump Xena."
Gabrielle arched an eyebrow very high. "Right."

"No really." The weapons master turned her heablédueen. "l could."”
"l guess she doesn't like her face,”" mumbled Ephiny

Solari laughed. "I'd love to see that!" She toatkeep breath. "And in which way
would you jump her? Sexually or just... hop off albung to knock her to the
ground?"

"Either." Eponin shrugged her shoulders. "Jumpgg jumping."
"I'd love to see you try Ep." Ephiny shook her heékhere’s no way."

The weapons master narrowed her eyes. "l bet ! &e turned her head to her
Queen. "When’s Xena coming?"

Gabrielle shrugged her shoulders. "In six daysodr She reached out with her right
hand to the weapons master’s shoulder. "I suggestign’t jump her... as Eph said,
you won't have a face."

Eponin rolled her eyes. "I can handle Xena."
The bard groaned and dropped her hand. "Alright."

Solari laughed and shook her head. "And nobodytehiXena about this. | wanna
make sure Ep does this all on her own."

Eponin glared at the second in command. "Don’t wdrdon’t cheat."

"Oh that’s not what | am worried about." Solarined her head to the Queen. "I'm
worried about Xena'’s little partner there sayingisthing."

Gabrielle batted her eyes. "Me? Never!"

"Right." Ephiny quietly laughed. "I'll keep tabs our Queen.”
The bard huffed. "Now I'm getting a babysitter."

The regent quietly laughed.

Eponin took a long deep drink. "So it's a bet. jilnp Xena... | don’t have patrol
duty for a week."

"And if you don’t?" Solari’s expression went smigou get patrol duty for a week
straight.”

"Sounds good to me." The weapons master grinnésla'deal.” She stood up and
almost fell back down. "I'm gonna go find somebadleep with... excuse me." She
stumbled away.

"Try Joan!" Solari called off.



"I like my face Solari!" Eponin answered back.

Gabrielle sighed and stretched her legs out. "Sh&'going to have one once Xena
gets her."

Ephiny glanced up and had a sad look. "Maybe ytiebtell Xena."

"I might actually.” The Queen sighed. "Gods onlpWws what Xena will do if
somebody jumps her from behind."

Solari chuckled and asked, "What would she do Ep?"

"Nothing on purpose Solari." The bard turned hexd® the second in command.
"Xena’s... reactions and self defense are... high gtfun

"True." The second in command chuckled. "Well... &sEp’s problem."
~*Part 3*~
Gabrielle dropped her head back over the chairis"iBhsssso boring."”

Ephiny quietly laughed and patted her Queen’s &Buorry, Gabrielle... has to be
done and only the Queen can sign."

"I know." The bard sighed. "l hate treaties I'veciied."

"Well... maybe you can take a break." The regents fi@ased with a grin.
"I think I will." The Queen stood up. "Not like leled my regent’s approval.”
A laugh escaped from Ephiny. "True. Don’t be togdn

"Nah." Gabrielle took a deep breath and grabbedtadt from the wall. "I think I'll
talk to Joan... go for a walk."

"Good idea." Ephiny stood up. "I think I'll get senearly lunch.”
"How’s the head?" Gabrielle opened the door tahile

"Still throbbing."

"But worth every moment of it huh?"

The regent had an evil grin. "Oh definitely."

The pair left the hut and went in separate dir@stio

~Fk ko

"Dear why don’t you come in and get some lunch?e@g stood on the porch wiping
her hands. "You've been on that project since setiti

"And I'm determined to get it mother." Xena grinngolwn at her mother.

The innkeeper chuckled and kept her eyes pinndteodaughter on top of the roof of
the stable. "The roof can stand a lack of atterfitora candlemark."



The warrior grinned. "Alright.” She came to thefte@dge and leaped off to do a
backflip and land on her feet. "You said lunch?"

Cyrene shook her head. "Yup, come on dear." Shkegahto the inn.

Xena only wore her leathers and boots but now aunihe steps to go inside of the
tavern.

Cyrene sat with her daughter at a table eatinget tunch. She took a deep breath.
"When are you going to get Gabrielle?"

The Warrior Princess peered up. "In six days."

The innkeeper nodded and asked, "What is she dathghe Amazons?"
"Renewing some treaties with local tribes and gaia."

"Ah... sounds like a bore."

Xena quietly laughed. "That's why I'm not therelieSgrinned. "That's Gabrielle sort
of thing."

"l hope that'’s the only thing she’s doing dear."

The warrior nodded. "Me too." She sighed a bitwd@he can get herself into
trouble."

"So you're from Gaul?"
"Not originally Queen Gabrielle."
The bard glanced up. "Where you originally fromrigia

The warrior took a deep breath. "Northern Britaringhe sadly smiled to the Queen.
"l was born in Britannia but me parents were kildaen | was rather young. So | left
Britannia and went to northern Gaul and joined Hi€elan."”

Gabrielle nodded a few times and looked arountiénforest as they walked. "I've
heard of the Celtic clans there." She turned hadlte the Celtic warrior. "Which one
you belong too?"

"I wasapart of Teufates clan... the god of war." Joan gasgh. "It was a guid clan
but | was hattered to death.”

"Hattered?"

Joan quietly laughed. "Hattered... uh bullied... peused. Sorry, | keep forgetting
about me dialect.”

The Queen chuckled. "It's alright. So your clansgeuted you?"

"The clan..." Joan shrugged her shoulders. "The Brulinother sigh. "Me clan said
| needed to seek revenge for me parents’ deathisdidn’t want to do that. It's the
way the clan works but it went against me own ngr8b | left but the clans words



plagued me."
"So is that why my Amazons found you drunk?"

"I'm afraid so." Joan stopped walking and ran hghtrhand through her red curly
hair. "How about we take a saet?"

The bard arched an eyebrow. "A seat?"
"Yes." The Celt chuckled and walked over to a logit down.

Gabrielle shifted to sit beside her. "So you haddaa about where you were
headed?"

"Not really lass."” The Celt warrior sighed and ¢couned. "When | left the clan |
started drinking myself silly... I don’t know if yowé even drunk to excel. But you'll
black out and I did and started just wonderingulfothe countryside until | ended up
here." She sighed. "l fainted on the edge of yeurtory and a few of your Amazons
took me in." She paused. "When I finally came atbudidn’t remember how | got
here but your regent, Ephiny, told me." She shrdgtfgeen here since... Ephiny
welcomed me here."

"I'm glad you..."
"Fainted in your territory?" Joan suggested.

The Queen quietly laughed. "Came to our lands."s®hiéed warmly. "You're
welcome here as long as you want Joan." She wantise"Do you know what your
plans are?"

"Afraid not Queen Gabrielle."
Gabrielle placed her hand on the taller woman’skt€all me Gabrielle.”

"Alright.” Joan smiled warmly and took a deep binedThey told me you only come
here every now and again."

"Yup." The bard nodded. "I'm a... traveling bard."H&nd left the warrior’'s knee.
"Now that must be a real scary lifestyle lass."

"Not really." Gabrielle grinned. "I have a... guamliaA chuckle escaped her lips.
"Actually a partner.”

"Really?" Joan furrowed her eyebrows. "Who is that?
"Xena, she’s a warrior."

"Xena?" The Celt warrior furrowed her eyebrows. tivfoean... the Warrior
Princess?"

"The same." Gabrielle nodded.
"I've heard of her... the Destroyer of Nations or sthing."

"She retired from that job." The bard’s lips spr&#d a grin.



Joan laughed and shook her head. "So what doetoshawv?"

"Well... we travel around and fight for the greateond."

"Hmmm, that must be a big switch for her ay?"

Gabrielle stood up with her staff. "It definitely.i. she’s good though."

"l can imagine... I've heard stories." The warriaad up as well. "So what brought
you back here?"

"Treaties." Gabrielle sighed and started walkiglot of them are up for renewal...
Xena will be here in about six days." She grinnpdaithe other woman. "I'm just
hoping to have the treaties done by then."

"I'm sure you will Gabrielle." Joan gave a warm kEmi

The bard took a deep breath and listened to herstafhhitting the ground for a
moment. "By the way..." Her head lifted up. "Did Efon. bother you last night?"

"Eponin?" Joan’s eyebrows creased together athshgltt. "A very sid Amazon?"
Gabrielle grinned. "Sid... big?"

"Sort of... big built but small?" Joan thought fom@ment. "The weapons master?"
"That’s her."

Joan started to laugh. "Oh yes, Eponin did say.lotelme last night.”

"I hope she didn’t bother you to much."

The Celt sighed contently. "Nah, she just hung efon a few minutes then left since
| was ignoring her."

The Queen evilly smiled. "Good." She opened hertmtusay more but stopped as
the wind suddenly picked up.

"My, freak weather around here lass."”

Gabrielle stopped walking as her bangs blew badkhan skin was crawling. "It's not
freak weather Joan." She lifted her staff up.

Joan now tensed up feeling her own skin crawl. @&t into fighting stance with her
hands up. "l can tell this is bad news."

The Queen shook her head to get the bangs out éhd¢eeand then in front of her a
whirlwind appeared. "Oh no."

The Celt warrior reached back to draw her swomslthis how your gods drop in on
you?"

"The bad ones... yes."

The whirlwind stopped and a figured reappeared tittming eyes. "It's so good to
see you again Gabrielle."



Gabrielle’s eyes widen.

Joan narrowed her eyes and saw the newcomer eisght hand and point her
finger. She didn’t need a soothsayer to tell heatwias about to happen.
"Gabrielle!" She grabbed the Queen and threw Hantdf the woods. Joan shut her
eyes as she felt herself go soaring through thieaair a lightning bolt.

"Damn it." The newcomer sighed. "Always somebodyigg in the way." She walked
over to Gabrielle whom was slumped on the ground.

Gabrielle peered up into white eyes. "Been awhiéasca."

"To long Gabrielle." Velasca bent down to one aadega toothy smile. "Not going to
even ask how [ am?"

"Don’t care." Gabrielle narrowed her eyes as sbeght of things to say to keep her
busy. "How’d you get out of the lava pit?"

The god laughed and shook her head. "Gabriellem &aaod." She leaned closer.
"Did you really think that lava pit would hold meréver?" She narrowed her eyes.

"l was hoping so." The bard’s right hand curledusua her staff.

"Sorry to disappoint.” The ex-Amazon grinned anokta deep breath. "So where’s
Xena?" She smiled evilly. "l was hoping she’d beusd with you but you have some
Amazon with you instead."

"I traded Xena in." Gabrielle grinned.

"Don’t blame you." Velasca gave her own grin. "S¥as always a sad story." She
reached up between her gauntlet to extract heredathis is actually boring, you
were to easy Gabrielle." She sighed sadly. "Welll.h&ve more fun killing your
Amazons."

The Queen narrowed her eyes and swung her stafftbstrength and a yell.

The god went rolling to Gabrielle’s right to hitrae.

Gabrielle bounced up to her feet and raced in tfeetibn she saw Joan. "Joan?"
The Celt warrior lifted her head that had bloodniag down the side. "Gabrielle?"

"Get up!" The bard came up to her to grab Joarfeyefi hand. She helped haul the
Celt to her feet.

"Not so fast Queen Gabrielle." Velasca stood uprarsed her right hand. "I will have
my revenge."

Joan stepped forward with her sword raised up réatgke on the lightning bolt.
"No Joan!" Gabrielle grabbed the Celt's arm andrsyver away.
The bolt exploded near the two women causing tleegotflying together.

Gabrielle screamed and landed hard into the grabslaan beside her. She stood up



quickly.
Joan got up and whispered, "Moan." She startedmgrwith her sword.

The Queen didn’'t need a translator to know whatdbk said and she ran behind
through the woods. With a fast pace, heavy bregiland fear Gabrielle put distance
between her and the god. On the run she couldJedasca’s laugh follow after her.

~Fk ko

"Ephiny!" Solari busted through the door of theaegs hut.
"What now Solar?" Ephiny glanced up from her seat.

The second in command was breathing heavy anddaspg"Velasca... she’s
back... she’s after Gabrielle... and Joan."

"What?" bellowed Ephiny. She stood up with the gpimag of her seat. "How in
Hades... Never mind!" She sprang out of the hut Bivkari. "What happened?"

Solari took a deep breath. "We’re not sure.” Slo& tndeep breath. "A few patrol
Amazons heard the lightning bolts and investigdt8te stopped to breathe. "When
they got to the area they saw charred marks all thneplace and they searched
around to find Velasca walking... walking through theods."

The regent shut her eyes. "Oh no." She openedykser @Vhere was Velasca
headed?"

"Due east... north-east."

Ephiny thought for a moment. "Back to the ruindhieShook her head. "Gabrielle’s
crazy... Velasca won't fall for that twice." She tathto her second in command.
"Look, get a horse and find Xena."

The second in command nodded and felt her breafimally relax. "Where is Xena?"

"She’s in Amphipolis... with her mother."” Ephiny gpasl her second in command’s
shoulders. "Don’t stop till you get her Solari. \6&n't let Gabrielle get killed and
Xena will know what to do."

"What you going to do?"
Ephiny looked away to the village. "Slow Velascavdd
~*Part 4*~

Xena tore the thread apart and she finished reygdmer gauntlet. She slipped it on
next to find it fit better. She smiled at her hamdyk and she gave a sigh. Slowly
standing up the warrior packed away her repaiatit stared out the window of her
bedroom to the afternoon sun. She lowered her toetiet saddlebag as she put the kit
back in. Next, she heard a set of galloping hots®/és coming towards the tavern.

Quickly the warrior walked over to the window araizgd out of it to see an Amazon
speeding through the village towards the tavermabllle,” she whispered with a
skip of her heartbeat. She ran out of the roomadaveh the stairs and out of the



tavern.

Cyrene came out of the kitchen and jogged outetdlrern behind her daughter.
"Solari?" Xena ran up to the horse to see the Amgzst holding onto the saddle.
"Xena?" The Amazon fell out of the saddle only talgonto the warrior.

The warrior had franticness in her eyes and shitthel Amazon tightly. "What
happened?"

The second in command shook her head. "Velascaapeddhe lava pit." Solari
straightened up with a groan and grabbed her headdle horn. "She’s after
Gabrielle and a Celt named Joan." She took a desgtiband felt her body come
back. "Gabrielle and this Celt, Joan, were on &wathe forest and Velasca showed
up. Right now Gabrielle and Joan are headed touihs with Velsaca after them."”

"That’s not going to work." Xena turned to her mathH'Get me my stuff mother."
Cyrene nodded briskly and ran into the tavern gysdairs.

"Think you can ride back?" The warrior turned heath to Solari.

"Yeah, no problem." The Amazon straightened up.

"What's Ephiny doing?"

"She’s trying to slow Velasca down till you can gatre."

"Good, get on your horse and we’ll leave." XendqzhBolari’'s arm and jogged into
the stable.

Solari closed her eyes, groaned, and mumbled Hoty'd | get this job?" She turned
to her horse and opened her eyes. She slowly nibtwetehorse and straightened up
in the saddle.

Xena came out of the stable with an excited Arde @atted the mare’s neck. "Ready
for a long run girl?"

The horse whined and gave a nod.
"Good."
"Xena." The innkeeper came up to her daughter andéd her the saddlebag.

The warrior took it and put it onto the mare’s rurBpe then turned back around to
take her sword and chakram and placing them irgp tlghtful spots.

"Be careful huh?"
"I'll try." The warrior turned to her horse and nmaad.
"Make sure nothing happens to Gabrielle."

Xena winked. "Nothing will." She smiled warmly. '&gou soon mother." She lifted
her eyes to the Amazon while taking the reins.’4.gb." She hit Argo’s sides.



Solari sighed. "You have one energetic daughteam&’
Cyrene laughed. "I know, good luck."
"Thanks." Solari kicked her horse and followed aKena.

~Fk ko

Velasca stopped in her tracks as Ephiny fell framttees with raised arms in front of
her. "Ephiny."

"How are you Velasca? Didn't like the lava pit?"
"No." The god smirked. "It was to warm for me."
"Pity." Ephiny reached behind to unsheathe her dwor
"Really Ephiny."

"Oh come on Velasca." The regent twirled her swidr old times sakes?" She
smirked. "What's the worse | can do to you... hurarypride?"

The god laughed and reached back to extract heddsiWéow that you put it that
way. | wouldn’t mind brushing up on my sword tedaure."

"Then shut up and attack me!"

Eponin heard the wild scream from Velasca, shestliiver head to Teresa. "Let’s
move, Eph is giving us the time."

Teresa nodded and went through the trees.

The weapons master followed behind.

Joan stopped and slumped against a tree.

Gabrielle stopped and came up to her friend. "Howfeel?"
"Not guid." The Celt reached up.

"Don’t." Gabrielle brushed the hand away and ledoedard to study the cut over the
warrior’s forehead. "Come on, | think you can cléaat up."

Joan lifted herself off the tree and started wajlkieside the Queen. "So... who was
that lovely lady?"

"That was Velasca." The bard searched around eatar source by looking and
hearing.

"She was a pleasant chap." Joan glanced arounddgdelr head throb.

The bard chuckled and said sarcastically, "RigBabrielle stopped walking and
closed her eyes to listen. She heard the smaleripipyvater and she pinpointed it.
"This way." She led the way through the forest.¢'8fas an Amazon before | became



the Queen." She sighed sadly. "She wanted to beGamen but | took the caste from
her... so she says." Gabrielle stepped past a hedgerd found a small stream.
"Here we go."

"So | take it she isn’t to happy about that ay?"

"No at all." The Queen turned to the warrior. "$ied to stop me and only in the
process ate ambrosia."

"Ambrosia?" The Celt leaned down next to the watedge and placed her hands in
the water.

"Yeah." Gabrielle sighed. "It's the food of the gdd

Joan splashed her face and felt the blood trickleeoface but she could feel fresh
blood start to ooze out of the wound. "Great."

The bard chuckled. "Stay here." She got up withstefif and looked around in the
forest. She walked up to the hedgerow and found sliiawas looking for. Very
carefully she grabbed a small spider web. "Wash {axe again."

Joan did just that and saw Gabrielle come up reeket. "What you going to do with
that little thing lass?"

"Put it on the wound." The bard gingerly placed$paler web over the wound.
"Leave it there for a few."

"What will that do?" Joan peered up at the web enftwrehead with her green eyes.
"Other then annoy me."

Gabrielle chuckled. "The webs will clog up the oo that the scab will develop
faster." She smiled warmly. "Trust me."

"If you say so lass." The warrior stood up withraam. "Remind me never to stand in
front of a lightning bolt."

The bard chuckled and leaned against her stafiktobfor a break finally.
"So what'’s the plan now?"

The smaller woman took a deep breath. "We're hedld ruins, a lava pit where
Xena and | last trapped her."

"Lass." Joan grasped the Queen’s shoulders. "Tioktrhay have worked on this...
Velasca last time. But what makes you think it wikecond time?"

"I don't." Gabrielle stepped past the Celtic waramd started walking. "Let’s move."

The warrior sighed and jogged up to her friendiesl'We need a better plan then
playing cat and mouse."

"That’s all I can come up with right now Joan." Titeed gazed up. "We have to till
Xena finds us... she’ll know what to do."

"Well let's hope we don’t get killed while we'rellggaging.” Joan sighed. "This is to



exciting for me."

Gabrielle chuckled. "You haven't seen the halftdf i
Ephiny gritted her teeth as the sword nipped herath
"Ephiny, can you feel death coming?"

The regent laughed in the god’s face. "Hardly." Bressed hard and gave a hard kick
to Velasca’s stomach.

The god went stumbling back with her sword. Sheokhwer head. "Not fair.”

The regent laughed. "And like your godhood is?" Gfthe corner of her eyes she
saw two Amazons hidden up in the trees with thaggers flashing to her.

"Oh, poor Ephiny can’t handle a little challengéélasca smirked in her fighting
stance.

Ephiny took that as a good excuse to charge theSjoel went racing ahead with her
sword and poured her strength into the attack.

The god was a little surprised and was steppingvwais. "Ephiny, you can’t keep
this up.”

"Don’t worry." The Amazon gave one hard slash amdged back with her sword up.
"l give up." She looked up to her two Amazons. "Nlow

Velasca’'s eyes widen and she looked up to the tnet@®e to see a tree trunk come
soaring down at her from both sides.

Ephiny ducked, rolled away, and bounced up to &éet Wwith a grin. She watched the
god become smashed between the two flying tre&grun

The tree trunks dwindled away and hung in mid-aihwelasca stumbling forward.
The regent looked up to the tree behind Velascaw!N

There was a load pang and a tree trunk came sw@&pim the treetops towards the
god’s back. It slammed hard into Velasca’s backsamd her flying forward into a
tree face first.

Velasca groaned, slumped down the tree, and weangsgious.

Ephiny walked over to the god to see her unconscimal she lifted her head to the
trees. "Alright, bring the chains down and letsicheer for now."

The five Amazons fell from the trees with threess#ftheavy chains.

~Fk ko

"Okay... okay... Xena!" Solari slumped forward in haddle and grasped the saddle
horn.



The warrior pulled Argo back and trotted back te &amazon. "Break?"

"Yeah." The Amazon took a deep breath and barsipdunted her horse. "How you
do that?"

Xena turned towards Solari. "What?" She dismounted.
"Keep going like that?"

The Warrior Princess reached up to Argo’s reinecdise | know what'’s at stake."
She turned her hard eyes to the Amazons.

Solari dropped her eyes. "Look..." She lifted hersdyack up. "Go ahead of me."

"No." The warrior shook her head. "The horses riegdst anyway." She patted her
mare’s shoulder and walked her off the road. "Ndbhg."

The second in command nodded and took her maie’'saevalk off the road. "Hey
Xena?"

"What?" The warrior glanced sidelong.

"I heard Gabrielle was hooked up with somebody.thistrue?" Solari came up to
Xena's side. "l was wondering who."

The Warrior Princess shrugged her shoulders. "Brats She raised an eyebrow.
"Who told you this?"

"Eponin... she heard from Eph the other night."

Xena led her mare to a stream and she turned tealdelte. "The other night?" She
pulled out her water skin. "Was there a party then?

"Oh yeah." Solari grinned and pulled out her owrntewvakin. "Big one."
"And was Ep drunk when she told you this?"

"Eponin... gods yes. You should have heard her."rSdtank some of her water
while watching her mare drink from the stream.

Xena nodded and finished drinking from the skine $barked it. "So you believe Ep
when she’s drunk huh?"

The second in command blinked. "Well..." She corkeddkin and put it away.
"Now that you put it that way."

The warrior walked up to get her mare’s reins. &8phs far as | know... Gabrielle
hasn't... hooked up with anybody." She lifted thensedver the horse’s head and
mounted again.

Solari sighed and mounted her horse and glancedtowena. "Really? It would
have made for some great gossip."

Xena grinned to her friend. "I know." She turned tmare around. "Next time, only
believe what Ep says when she’s not drunk."



"Good point." The Amazon trotted her mare ontortheed behind Xena. "But
Gabrielle really isn’t hooked up with anybody?"

"Nope." Xena shrugged her shoulders. "She’s aliraybard... who could she...
hook up with anyway?"

Solari evilly grinned to the warrior.

Xena leaned close to the Amazon. "Don’t even beeatit name let alone think it."
The second in command chuckled. "I didn’t... you said

The warrior narrowed her eyes. "She’s not my type."

Solari nodded. "Exactly." She shrugged her shosld®&o... need to get all...
defensive Xena."

Xena lifted her right hand with her index fingeos# to her thumb. "You're this close
to falling out of that saddle."

The second in command took a deep breath. "l dghytanything." She shrugged her
shoulders and had a mischief grin on her lips.

The Warrior Princess suddenly smiled evilly. "Gddshe kicked Argo into a gallop.

Solari watched the warrior fly down the road. Shgghed. "Gabrielle is going out
with Xena." She laughed with glee and kicked hes@danto a gallop. "This is so
cute!"

Gabrielle walked through the woods with a sigh.

"How can you stay so calm?"

The bard lifted her head up to the Celt. "I'm amyghbut calm."

"You sure act calm Gabrielle." Joan rested hertiiigimd on her sword on her hip.

"Well..." The Queen let the air around fill her ché'gtfter... almost three years of
doing this sort of thing, you get use to it."

"Three years?" The Celtic warrior's head snappedtds the smaller woman.
"That’s a lot of adventures."

Gabrielle huffed. "Tell me about it." She stopped sooked around trying to
remember the route to the ruins. "Let’s go this \Ww&phe turned to the right.

"Ssso... tell me a guid adventure."
"My tales are long." Gabrielle grinned up to Joan.
"Well maybe not the hael adventure... at least paohe."

The bard sighed. "I'll give you a... selection." Shalked along thinking about her
past with Xena. "Let’s see there’s the Titans..." Sheckled. "Um... Prometheus...



dealing with a giant and army... when Xena had ta @eauty contest." She grinned
up to Joan. "Or | can tell you how I first met #eazons."

Joan’s eyes widen. "Oh | gotta hear this story."
Gabrielle laughed. "It was the first time | met Eph

"l bet that was a ming."

"A who?" The Queen arched an eyebrow at her friend.

Joan chuckled and looked away from the woods teithal woman. "A ming... how
you say? Uh... stink."

Gabrielle started to laugh. "That's... that's one waput it." She took a deep breath
and began to tell her tale while leading them tglothe woods. "This was about two
years ago and Xena and | had just finished dealitigfreeing the titan Prometheus."
She smiled at the memory. "So Xena and | were ltkade

~Fk ko

Velasca felt a light sting to her cheek and shenegdier eyes. The sting came again
as a hand connected hard with her cheek. Shettrieghch up but found her hands
bounded behind her back. "Ephiny," she growled.

The regent smirked. "Morning sleepyhead.” She stodibnt of the sunset’s rays.
"Sleep well?"

The god struggled to get up. "This chains won'dhole for long."

"Oh | know." Ephiny straightened up and grinnedut'®'s nice seeing you like that."
Eponin stepped up beside her regent.

Teresa stepped up on the other side with her agaiast her chest.

Velasca’s eyes flickered over to the weapons ma#gonin... long time no see."

"l was hoping it would be longer Velasca." Eponimed her attention to her
commander. "Ephiny?"

"Get out of here." The regent turned her head sidgto Teresa. "The both of you."

The two Amazons nodded and jumped to disappeathttrees. They joined up with
the three other waiting Amazons.

Ephiny spun away on her heels to walk off.
"Ephiny, you're not going to leave a fellow Amazioed up to a tree?"

The regent whirled around and stalked up to the $dcrew you Velasca." She bent
down to one knee in front of the god. "You don’eeknow what Amazon means so
don’t even breathe the title."

"You're breaking my heart regent." Velasca'’s eyesvgd white brightly. "I'll get out
of these chains and kill all the Amazons one ana.t



Ephiny narrowed her eyes. "Don’t count on it... yeuyxdans are going to change real
soon." She stood up and walked away but stoppdubyQhe way." She turned back
around. "This is for Melosa." Ephiny did a hardmdbouse kick to the god’s head.
She was breathing heavy with anger to see the ¢r@@id snap back hard against the
tree and go unconscious again. "Bitch." She juntpatisappear in the trees.
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A hard laugh came from Joan and she took deephsréatcalm. "That’s a riot." She
sighed and smiled to the bard. "Ephiny soundeddikbaracter then."

"She was...she was." Gabrielle came around a few &red saw the ruins ahead.
"Here we are."

The Celtic warrior looked around to see the toppieer gray pillars and buildings.
"Don’t call it the ruins for nothing ay?"

"Nope." Gabrielle sighed and looked up to the sky.
"What now?"

"We make camp." The bard saw the setting sun. @hed her head to Joan. "Know
how to start a fire?"

The warrior nodded. "Of course."
"Good... ‘cause | don't." The Queen sheepishly smiled
"Your friend never teach you?"

Gabrielle chuckled. "That’s the interesting parthe’s tried to teach me." She sighed
sadly. "But I've never been able to pick the art'\ghe grinned.

"No worries lass." Joan crossed her arms agaimsthesst. "How about you get some
wood and I'll try to find us some dinner."

"Sounds like a plan.” The small woman leaned agaesstaff. "Meet you here in a
quarter of candlemark?"

Joan nodded and let her breath out slowly. "Sognds" She raised a red eyebrow at
the smaller woman. "What you think happened to yoendly chap?"

"She’s probably getting caught up in Ephiny’s traps

"Guid." The Celt’s lips creased with a grin. "Beckd She disappeared into the
woods.

Gabrielle sighed sadly and stared across the andgemembered the last time she
was here. She dropped her head against her 3dfiere are you Xena?" She shook
her head. "Gods, | miss you." Her eyes closed vdhitetried to calm her emotions.
She straightened up with a long breath and stratitedthe woods to collect firewood.
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"She’s really not hooked up with anybody?" Solamubced up and down in the saddle



next to the warrior in the early night.

"Solari." The warrior turned her head to the AmazZdio... what part don’t you
understand? The ‘n’ or the ‘0’?"

"Sorry it's just..." The Amazon tightened the reinsher hands while she went at a
trot beside the warrior. "Well... | can’t believe hdEphiny, Epand Gabrielle would
say she’s going out with somebody and you don’hdsreow."

"Remember who has an imagination?" Xena shruggedhwilders. "Besides... you
know how Amazons gossip."

"Don’t | know." Solari chuckled. "So we’re going keep going at a trot?"

"Yeah." Xena gazed ahead down the pitch-black rdatbn’t want to go at a gallop
and stumble over something. Safer this way andsgive horses a breather.”

"l agree." The second in command gave a stern nod.
"Glad | have your approval." The warrior smirkedite Amazon.

Solari corked an eyebrow. "You are... traveling vitte Queen’s second in
command.”

"And your point is?"

The second in command’s mouth dropped. "My poihthigve a lot of... prestige in
the Nation."

Xena suddenly fell forward laughing.
Solari shook her head. "I don’t find that funny."

The warrior took a deep breath and sat back ugrySobut | am the Queen’s
Champion and I think I have higher rank."

"Actually you don’t." The second in command smirk&dou’re just the Queen’s
shadow."”

Xena slowly raised an eyebrow. "If | remember rigjlstthe Champion’s duty to
protect the Queen." She narrowed her eyes. "l thiplposition is a little important
there Solari."

"Maybe you have a point there." Solari sheepishiyrged. "So... you're important,
just not higher rank."

The warrior rolled her eyes to gaze ahead and spakea serious tone, "l don’t
follow rank."

"I know." The Amazon smirked but her smirk wengtgrin. "She’s really not hooked
up with somebody?"

"Solari!"
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Gabrielle straightened up with the sticks all idarto begin the fire.

"Looks guid lass." Joan reappeared with a skinteghgant in hand. "I'll light it and
you can get a skewer ready for the pheasant.”

The Queen nodded and step forward in the late rgenitake the pheasant. She went
about skewing the pheasant on a green stick.

Joan on the other hand took her time lighting @pfite. By the time she was done,
Gabrielle was cooking the pheasant over the fine Warrior began glancing around
noticing how close the camp was to the ruins. "&g did we put our buil here by the
ruins?"

"Camp?" Gabrielle arched an eyebrow.
"Yeah... or resting place." The Celt grinned. "Pratac?"

The bard nodded. "That's what | figured. If Velasb@ws tonight we can jump
behind these ruins to hide... or protect.”

The Celt nodded. "Guid idea." She sighed and sahdwossed leg near the fire. "So
how long will it take for your friend, Xena, to ca?’

Gabrielle stepped back from the fire after putting pheasant over it. "I'm hoping
tomorrow." She shifted to sit beside the Celt. "Brags."

Joan nodded gave a small sigh. "This will be a loigipt." She faced the Queen.
"You better get some rest tonight, I'll keep waltch.

The Queen shook her head. "No, let me take watah.J&he turned her head to the
redhead woman. "You’re injured, your wound will debe sleep.”

"Gabrielle-"

The bard’s hand went to the Celt’'s knee. "It's akakeally." She grinned. "You need
your sleep."

"Thanks." Joan gave a warm smile.

"It's the least | can do after you saved my lifélfe small woman stood up to kneel
down in front of her friend. "Let me look at the wul too."

"You make it sound like nobody saves your life.adoeached up to pull back her
long curly hair out of the way.

Gabrielle chuckled and responded, "It's not th&heé sighed and reached up to pull
away the remains of the cobweb to find the webgedired. "It's just I'm use to Xena
only saving my life." She smiled warmly. "It's... gresting when somebody else does
it." She threw the spider's web to the ground aatawed her eyes while studying

the scab. "It'll be fine."

"Guid." The Celt watched her friend sit back dowhe stretched her legs out in front
of her body.

"We'll have to clean it up right when Xena comes."



"She has medicine?" Her red hair came back down.
"Definitely." Gabrielle smiled. "Nothing to wornpbaut."
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Velasca took a deep breath and shut her eyes vi&iled her muscles out with her
anger and heard a small squeaking sound. The ggdstightened and she put more
strength into her pull against the chains. A gresdaped her lips and the chains
squealed loudly to break apart in defeat.

Velasca grinned and opened her white eyes. Shghtber still bonded hands
forward to push the chains around her body ouh@ftay. Standing up, the god did
the same process to break the chains around hds.han

Section 2

~*Part 6*~

Solari slumped forward but jerked up from her hosgeot. She shook her head and

looked ahead to see Xena with a stoic form. Shetiyunumbled, "How does she do
it?"

"Magic Solari." The warrior glanced back sidelonighva grin. "Ready to start
galloping?" She looked ahead and saw the dawn’peaking through the forest.

The second in command straightened up in the sadthea groan. "Sure... let’s
knock ourselves out.” She laughed. "Well at leastamyway."

Xena quietly chuckled. "You'll make it... you'll juste real saddle sore."

"Tell me about it." The Amazon trotted her horsegaXena'’s. "l won't be able to
walk for a week."

The Warrior Princess’s expression was a huge sriisu’ll live."

"Maybe." Solari then gradually perked up an eyebrt&he’s not going out with
anybody?"

The warrior rolled her eyes. "Gabrielle is aboulowe her second in command.”
"I'm just really curious."

"Would you like me to tattoo on my forehead that &n’'t?" Xena leaned towards the
Amazon. "You've got a real hard head."

"You're the one to talk." Solari narrowed her egéXena, daring her.

The warrior studied the other woman'’s eyes as wlaged in the saddle. A grin broke
out across her lips. "l won't tell." Her eyes wideith mischief and Xena kicked her
horse into a gallop.



"I knew you knew!" Solari kicked her horse intoallgp to catch up.
"Ephiny?" Eponin came jogging up.

The regent turned her head to the weapons ma¥thiats happening?"
"Velasca is free and heading towards the ruins."”

Ephiny sighed. "On foot?"

"Yes." Eponin shifted her weight to her other fdétnd Xena and Solari are
coming... they're just outside the territory."

"Good." Ephiny sighed and turned her head away fitermorning sun. "Are our
scouts still finding Gabrielle and Joan?"

"Yes... they reported they're close to their trail."
The regent nodded.

"Are we going to do anything?"

"Yes... wait for Xena."
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Solari sighed in relief. "Home sweet home." Shevsid to put her horse into a canter
towards the Amazon village.

"We're not home free yet Solari." Xena slowed Atga canter towards the village as
well.

Up ahead Solari could see her regent coming otiteofjates with Eponin. "Looks like
we’re going to get greeted."”

"Wonderful." The warrior grinned and kept at a eant
"Hey Xena!" Eponin smiled warmly and stepped uphashorse came near.

The warrior pulled her mare to a stop and saw Soteme past to dismount with a
groan. "Where’s Gabrielle?"

"We believe she’s at the ruins.” Ephiny steppedérd to the warrior and her horse.
Her hand rested on the horse’s shoulder. "Ther€slawarrior with her named
Joan."

"I heard." Xena sighed and asked, "Where’s Veldsca?
"She’s headed towards Gabrielle at the ruins.”

The Warrior Princess turned her horse towards witereuins laid. "Ephiny, get
some of your Amazons together. You remember whereave is with the
ambrosia?"



"Yes of course." The regent furrowed her eyebrows.

"I'm going to get Gabrielle and Joan, we’re goingcbme past here headed to the
cave." Xena shifted the reins in her hands. "l want and a few Amazons to slow
Velasca down again so we can get to this cave einthisgs up. Got me?"

"Yeah." Ephiny stepped forward again. "Be carefahX" She shook her head.
"Velasca isn't bright but she can be at points."

"l know, just slow her down Eph. I'll take caretbe rest."
Ephiny nodded. "Good luck Xena."
The warrior nodded seriously and kicked Argo intgaop headed to the ruins.
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"No!" Gabrielle sprung forward. "Over here Velascahe walked out into the open
with her hands up with her staff. Her eyes flickkoger to see Joan crawling back
behind the ruins. She gazed back to Velasca. "Dantther Velasca."

"l won't." The god walked up to the bard a littleser. "So long as | have you." She
looked around at the area. "The lava pit... agairef' White eyes rested on the Queen.
"Do you think I'd fall for that twice?"

The bard shrugged her shoulders. "Was worth a sluansidering you're not that
smart."

The god narrowed her eyes and stepped closer togBab"You’ve grown cocky
over the year."

"Yeah well... | live with the best."

"And your point is?"

Gabrielle smirked and lowered her hands with ta#.stMy point is, she’ll be here."
"Not before | kill you Gabrielle." Velasca evillyigned taking another step closer.

"How times have | heard that Velasca?" The Quespp&d back. "If | got a dinar for
every time | heard that from a bad guy I'd be @t have a kingdom."

"You’re bound to run out of luck one day Gabriélelasca narrowed her eyes. "It's
going to be today." She lifted her right hand toattoff a bolt.

Gabrielle found herself flying through the air cgr bback. Her staff almost rolled out
of her grasp but her fingers curled back aroundivbed. She moaned and turned her
head up.

"Velasca!" Joan reappeared out of the ruins. "Fthgau can’t shoot bolts worth a
damn!"

The god whirled around at hearing the comment. TY8bte stalked towards the Celt.
"You're going to die."



"But you only kill Amazons right?" Joan twirled h&wvord. "I'm not an Amazon."

"I'll make an exception just for you." Velasca ramed her eyes and raised her index
finger.

"What? You’ve gotta shoot bolts at me to kill md@an stepped to her right with her
sword up. "Can’t you even fight me like a real féenaarrior? Or has that godhood
shot your courage?"

The god narrowed her eyes. "Alright." She reacheddrid to unsheathe her sword.
Joan laughed and narrowed her bright green eyess"twing lassie."
Velasca growled and went on attack.

Gabrielle slowly stood with her pounding heart. 8keled her staff and slowly came
up behind Velasca.

Joan kept fighting the god hoping to make somedarbntact. She felt the injury to
her head thumping and the new pain in her leftstinging deeply. "Moan!"

"You won’t win girl." Velasca gave a hard swipe Imitssed.

"Whit ji hink | um?" Joan jumped back and twirledrlsword. "An idiot like you?"
She began to work the god closer to the ruins.

The god sneered and came after the Celtic waBiue.sped past the warrior and
turned around with her back to the ruins.

Gabrielle shook her head at Joan’s dialect. Sisedaher staff and came up behind
Velasca. Taking a deep breath, the bard swungtaiéihard at the back of the god’s
head.

Velasca stopped in mid motion with her head bernwdod. She whirled around to hit
Gabrielle with her left arm and send Gabrielleisgibn her back.

Gabrielle dropped her head back as she foughathnéss that wanted to take her.

The god’s white eyes turned back to Joan with ari§jee gave a hard punch to Joan’s
face.

The Celtic warrior went down on her side with heosrd still in hand.

Velasca sheathed her sword and turned towards €labfshe raised her right hand to
point her finger at Gabrielle.

The bard sat up with her staff in her lap. Her aygken at seeing Velasca getting
ready to fire a bolt. She had no strength to move.

"Velasca!"
Gabrielle and Velasca whipped their heads towdrel$drest.

Xena came bursting through the trees on her margto get me!" She spurred Argo
to go faster.



The god narrowed her eyes and started to shoa dibKena.
The warrior ducked as the bolts exploded behindhtee. "Gabrielle get up!"
The Amazon Queen slowly began to stand up witlstadf.

Velasca continued to shoot the lightning at therivaand mare missing every time as
the warrior galloped past.

Xena bent to her left with her right hand takingibtie reins.

Gabrielle’s eyes widen as she realized what héngawas about to do. She mentally
and physically braced herself.

The Warrior Princess narrowed her eyes and loweeedeft arm down while Argo
kept at a full gallop. Her right hand grasped theédde horn and she gritted her teeth.
Her head buzzed as the wind whipped by with thélkirg with the explosion of the
lightning bolts. She had only one chance.

The bard shut her eyes as seeing her partner aghiet her.

Xena reached forward and came right up to Gabrielggab her by the waist and lift
her up. "Gotcha."

"Oh gods!" Gabrielle clung on to her warrior foraddife.
The watrrior lifted herself back up with Gabrieltelold on to me."

"Good idea." The bard wanted to laugh but couldsfte felt herself placed in the
front of the saddle and her hands wrapped aroumddtdle horn. "We gotta get
Joan."

"I know." The warrior wrapped one arm around hedbd_et’s get Velasca first."
She shook her head to get her bangs out of herStey/turned Argo so that she began
to do a circle around Velasca.

The god continued to shoot the bolts at the two @mon the horse. She slowly
rotated as the pair went around her.

Xena glanced up to the remains of a wall to a terapdd she noticed the small space
between it and Velasca. She headed directly betthetrspace as the bolts continued
to explode around them. "Don't let go of Argo, gu?"

"Yeah." Gabrielle felt herself shivering some. "Cigfou let go of me!”

The warrior grinned. "I'll try not too." She camglnt past the wall and heard the bolts
strike the ruin wall.

There was a loud crash as the wall broke up irdogs and tumbled over Velasca.
Xena let Argo go a little farther and she pulled thare to a fast walk. "You okay?"
Gabrielle slumped in the saddle. "I am now."

The older woman chuckled lightly and glanced backee the rubble of the wall on



top of the god. "It won't hold her long." She tudW&rgo towards Joan and trotted that
way.

"Gods... this just isn’t our month."

Xena sighed in agreement. "Definitely not our mah8he came up to the Celtic
warrior lying unconscious on the ground. "Stay ag@®" She dismounted and knelt
down to the other warrior and took the sword tcashe it in the Celt's sheath. She
lifted up the redhead warrior and came up to haemmaump.

Joan was deposited on the rump of the horse ostbierach.
The warrior turned her head to the large war-hdfB@nk you can handle three girl?"
Argo looked back and whined with a nod.

"Good girl, I owe you." Xena mounted her horse hdlttabrielle and wrapped an
arm around Gabrielle with her right hand collectihg reins. The warrior did a click
and her mare went into a fast walk heading intontbeds.
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The warrior pulled Argo to a stop in the woods. H@oon, let's make camp." She
hopped off and turned towards her partner.

Gabrielle swung her right leg over the saddle p&ldbher boot out of the left stirrup,
and slid off the saddle next to her watrrior.

Xena's right hand came up to the bard’s shouldéou’re sure you are okay?"

The Amazon Queen nodded. "Yeah." Her head turnddaa. "She’s been guarding
me... she’s got a few injuries."

The warrior nodded and released Gabrielle. She cgnte Joan and carefully lifted
the Celt off the mare’s back.

Argo huffed and let her breath out slowly in relief
The tall woman grinned and carried Joan over inttearing. "Get me the med. kit."

Gabrielle nodded and pulled the medical kit outhef saddlebag. She knew her
partner was in warrior mode and would take hemarfenutes to wind down. She
came up by Xena’s side and bent down. "She’s gatund to the head... a day old
and a deep cut down her left arm from today."

Xena nodded and reached up to brush back the nefidra her forehead. "Grab me
the wineskin."

The younger woman nodded, went back to Argo, atidghout an almost empty
wineskin. She came back to Xena handing it.

The warrior had a rag out and poured some of tine wnto the rag. She carefully
dabbed it along the wound.

"Want me to untack Argo?"



"Yeah, thanks." Xena flashed a smile and turnechbad back to Joan.

Gabrielle stood up and walked over to the mare.lf@gan to slowly untack the war-
horse. "Thanks girl."

Argo turned her head back and nudged the bard.
"Yes... I'm thanking you."

The warrior grinned to herself listening to herddaiconversation with the horse. She
continued to clean the cut then wrapped it witeva poultices over the wound. After
that she went back to the head cut and began penebto clean it right. Xena
opened the wound again but quickly put the windksdaag over the wound.

A hiss came from Joan and she opened her eyes.ddyhbwizitgaun?" She
furrowed her eyebrows. "You must be Xena?"

"Yup." The watrrior looked into green eyes. "Stopuing your face."

The Celt chuckled and went stiff. "Better?"

"Yeah."

Gabrielle glanced back to see Joan awake. "Welduaok."

The Celt warrior chuckled. "Thanks lass... but | dave a rude awakening."

"Be glad you're even alive." Xena pulled the clatliay and grabbed another poultice
from her bag. "Keep that pressed to your head wdoma few minutes okay?"

"No problem." Joan shifted her right hand up tadhtble poultice in place. She began
to slowly sit up.

The warrior helped her up and smiled. "How youZéel

"Like I was hit by a dragon.” The Celt groanedmlist have been since I've pumped
into nothing but trouble.”

Xena patted the other woman’s shoulder. "You'lellivShe grabbed her medical kit
and stood up.

"So I've been diagnosed as alive." Joan crossetegsrand held the poultice over her
head still. "Thank Teufates."

"I don’t think it has anything to do with your gddan.” Gabrielle held the saddlebag
in front of her warrior.

The dark warrior came up as well as opened theéatgpp her kit inside. "Thanks for
untacking Argo."

"No problem." Gabrielle carried the saddlebag deefoan and placed it there.

Xena came up to her mare. "Let’s get you somettardyink huh?" The horse nodded
in complete agreement. "Gabrielle, I'm going to weter for Argo and some fish."



The bard turned around. "I'll get the firewood amaktch over Joan."

"Good." The warrior turned her head to the two wom&h a smirk. "Make sure Joan
doesn’t smack into anymore dragons for us... consigeéhey bring trouble.”

"Ha, ha." Joan gave a mock glare. She saw Xena laad she lifted her head up to
the bard. "Does she always joke like that?"

"Yup." Gabrielle grinned.
"She’s not very funny." The Celt lowered her head.

"I think she is." The bard’s eyes sparkled. "Yostjgotta know how to laugh right
with her." Her eyes rose up to the direction hemrwawent in. She sighed and patted
her friend’s shoulder. "I'll be back, stay awayrfrahe dragons."

"Yeah, yeah. I'll try to find myself some boars."
"What do boars mean?" The small woman walked reafarest’s edge.
The Celt turned her head to Gabrielle. "Strength@yurage for warriors."

"Good." The Amazon Queen walked into the foresbl¥ould use a lot of them
right now."

"You're just a riot lass... just like your friend!ban sighed and lifted the poultice
from her forehead. She looked at the poultice gosseall stains of blood. She
groaned yet put it back on her forehead.
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Gabrielle leaned against her staff while her eyagesl locked on her partner in the
water catching fish. "She’s cute huh Argo?"

The horse lifted her head from the water and tutngdabrielle.

"I'm serious." The bard turned her head to the m&he’s cute... in her own way."
She chuckled and turned her head away to studydingor. A sigh escaped while her
head leaned against the staff again.

The mare shook her head and went back to drinkendilhof the water.

"Get sidetracked Gabrielle?" The warrior came wajlout of the stream with two
fish in each hand. She shot a grin up to her bard.

"Just a little." The Amazon Queen smiled warmlywds just walking by and saw this
incredibly beautiful warrior wading in the wateShe shrugged her shoulders. "Got
caught up in the scene and moment."

Xena grinned and put her fish near the stream’s.eflge reached behind to undo her
hair and it all came flowing down. "So | notice@he smiled warmly now and
stepped up to her partner. "Salmon."

"Sounds good to me." Gabrielle lifted her head"dpan didn’'t take much of a liking
to your joke."



"She doesn’t understand my sense of humor."

"That's what I told her basically."

The warrior chuckled however went a bit serioudat3/ou’re okay."
Gabrielle nodded and sighed. "Glad you made it lrerecord time."
"For you?" Xena grinned. "Anytime."

The small woman dropped her eyes. "Thanks." Shesbback up. "l was pretty...
scared there."

"I know." The warrior sighed sadly. "But we’ll takare of her."

"Yeah." The bard sighed. "She’s my version of Gdli"

Xena groaned. "Don’t remind me."

"Still have that dagger?" Gabrielle gave a smugs.loo

"l wish." The tall woman shifted her weight to leher foot. "How you feel now?"

"A bit beat." The young woman glanced over to Asgtl drinking and her eyes came
to Xena again. "You must be too."

"Definitely." Xena shrugged her shoulders. "But. vifgg every moment."
Gabrielle groaned then rolled her eyes. "Don’t v’
"Yup." Xena grinned for a moment and took a deegatir. "Come here."

The bard tossed her staff to the ground and stejppether partner’'s arms. "Oh
gods."

The tall woman placed a kiss to Gabrielle’s forehaad kept her arms tight around
the small woman. She quietly whispered into thellsagar, "I love you."

Gabrielle lifted her head up and rested her heathagher warrior’s chest. "l love
you t00." She shut her eyes. "This just reallytisor month."

"Nope." Xena rested her chin on top of the blonaldhéLet’s see... first Hope comes
back."

"With Callisto and Ares to boot." Gabrielle sighaad opened her eyes again. "So
after they all converge we go after them."

"You end up in a pit."

"Can't forget that part." The bard took a deep thred’ou end up in Chin with a
bunch of fruity Amazons."

The warrior chuckled. "I come back and find you."

"And we find Hope again with her... son." The bardagred. "No rest for the
heroes."



"Never." Xena lifted her head up and smiled warmly.

Gabrielle lifted her head as well plus mirrored $ihale back. "But | did get one thing
out of all this."

The warrior arched an eyebrow in the sun’s settyg. "And that is?"
"You." The bard smiled warmly. "I'd do it againiifmeans | get you."

"l agree." Xena'’s right hand came up to brush laakrielle’s blond bangs. She
smiled with such appreciation for this other wom@and slowly she leaned down
towards her bard.

Gabrielle closed her eyes as warm lips toucheddredsher body began to warm
extremely.

The warrior entered her bard’s mouth with her tangu

The Amazon Queen slipped her own tongue into threiovas mouth as the kiss
deepened.

Xena slowly pulled back from the long kiss and nedxer cheek against Gabrielle’s.
"I'm sorry | wasn'’t here."

"No." Gabrielle kept her eyes closed and her chiesting against Xena'’s. "You're
here now, that's what matters."

The warrior lifted her head with a warm smile. "¥idaShe placed another warm kiss
to her partner’s forehead. "l better get back tmgdefore Joan finds more dragons.”

The bard snickered low. "And I'd better get thewood." She sighed contently.
"That was a nice sidetrack."

Xena chuckled and released her partner to walkekl ¢bavn and get the salmon.
"Joan will like the salmon."

"How you figure?" Gabrielle straightened up frorokping her staff up.

The older woman held the salmon and lifted themenstaring at them. "They bring
knowledge to the Celts.”

"Really?" Gabrielle arched an eyebrow. "That'siegting... Celts sound interesting."

"They are." Xena lowered the fish and turned hadre her partner. "If you like boar
crap."”

"Why is that?" The bard leaned against her staff.
"Because some Celts will rub boar... waste on therasdb bring courage.”

The Amazon Queen’s head bobbed up and down. "Righhink I'll go get some
firewood now."

Xena laughed followed by turning her head to herem&ome on girl."



The horse came trotting up beside her owner.
The Warrior Princess walked up into the forest glaciced to her bard. "Be careful."

"l will." The small woman smiled. "See you in thanep and keep Joan away from any
boar. | don’t wanna be smelling that all night.”

Xena chuckled to herself. "Don’t worry." She walkedvards the camp with the fish
and Argo beside her.
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"Well that wasn'’t to bad." Gabrielle came to sitnaonext to her partner and placed
her staff close to her body.

"Not at all, thanks for the great dinner."
The bard arched an eyebrow. "Since when were ymplimenting me on dinners?"

Xena grinned and scouted to the left and leanekl dgainst the log in front of the
fire. "Since now."

"Thanks." The bard smiled and leaned back agagrspartner’s right shoulder. She
stretched her legs out with her arms, dropped tmes,aand leaned against Xena’s
shoulder again.

The warrior looked up at seeing the Celt come théocamp. "Settling down?"
"Yeah." The Celtic warrior came near the woman.Ywo doing the watch?"
"l just am." Xena gave a serious look.

Gabrielle peered up at her partner and back to. J&&ep well Joan."”

"Yeah, you too lass." Joan stretched out in a BedMice night at least.”

The bard chuckled. "After today, we should haveadgnight.”

"Really." The Celt sighed. "This Velasca sure doatser you ay?"

"Hatter isn’t even the word for it Joan."

The Celt dropped her head back to gaze at the twoem. "True. She’s just a plain
obsessed chap.”

Gabrielle quietly laughed. "Go to sleep Joan."

"Yeah, guidnight Xena and Gabrielle."

"Night Joan."

The warrior smiled. "Sleep well."

"Mmm..." Joan muffled through her yawn, "Thanks Xéna.

"No problem, get some sleep Joan."



"Yeah." The Celtic warrior dropped her head aschrked up to go to sleep near the
fire.

Gabrielle sighed and turned her head towards thegain. She felt her warrior's
right arm snake around her shoulders next came dowwar side. Gabrielle reached
with her right hand to grasp the larger hand wiaieng their fingers together.

Xena smiled and turned her head to place a kiksitpartner’'s temple. She then
turned her attention towards the fire again.

The bard’s left hand came over to rest on Xenglstrihigh. "I'm exhausted."
"Get some sleep, I'll be here."

"I know." Gabrielle sighed faintly. "But not yet."

The warrior chuckled at her stubborn partner.

"Who came and got you?"

"Solari."

The bard nodded a few times.

"By the way... what did you tell Ephiny about us?"

"Why?" Gabrielle looked up with furrowed eyebrows.

Xena lowered her eyes. "The entire ride over héadl Solari ask me, she’s not going
out with anybody?"

The bard’s expression dropped. "Oh no."

"Oh yes." The older woman arched an eyebrow. "Slienhe she heard from Ep
whom heard from Ephiny. And | know Ephiny saw ussKi

The small woman groaned and dropped her head agansa’s neck. "Great." She
sighed sadly. "I did tell Eph a few things."

"Like what?"
Gabrielle lifted her head with a shy smile. "Justa things."
"Gabrielle."

"Well..." The bard chuckled out of tension. "l softtold her about how we... got
together.”

"Oh?" The tall woman turned her head to her barte"entire story?"
"Pretty much."
Xena sighed very slowly. "Wonderful."

"But it's obvious Eph didn’t say anything." Gabteetried to find an opening. "I
mean, if Solari is asking you whom | am... going with then Eph must have not



told whom."
"True." The tall woman gave a nod. "Solari said &had out during the party."

"The party.” The bard’s eyebrows creased togethsha thought. "Oh!" She
chuckled lightly. "Now | remember, Ep was hitting me and Ephiny came up saying
| was taken." She shrugged her shoulders. "Eponist tmave said something to Solari
later on."

Xena nodded. "Eponin was hitting on you?"

The Amazon Queen chuckled lightly. "That's becaslsewas drunk.” She laughed
and added, "l thought | was going to be drunk oféeling the port on her breath."

The warrior chuckled deeply.

"Oh that reminds me... gods." Gabrielle glanced upeopartner. "You’re not going
to like this... but Solari and Ep have this bet goomg'

"Oh no... how do I fit into it?"

The bard sighed. "I tried to stop Ep, but she nabet saying she could jump you."
"In what way?"

"Just jump you."

Xena nodded. "Jump me sexually or just to knoclores?"

"Either."

The older woman took a deep breath and let it'Ginat’s it, when this is over we’'ll
walk past the gates to the village and wave goadiMggre not going inside."

Gabirielle chuckled and shook her head. "Xena, wé& da that."

"Yes we can and we will." The warrior sighed. "limot walking into that village to
have Eponin jumping on me from my right, Solariron left asking me, "Who'’s she
going out with?" and Ephiny standing there gloatwith laughter.”

"Hey don’t worry." The bard patted her warrior'g/lél am the Queen."

Xena huffed at that.

Gabrielle shook her head and said with a lighteoighen again..."

"It wouldn’t matter,” the two women said in unison.

The bard laughed with her best friend and leanathagXena.

The warrior sighed while shooking her head. "lllyeaouldn’t.”

"I know, that's the scary part." Gabrielle sat g@ia with a sigh. "We'll... fix them."

Xena evilly grinned. "Oooh, you mean this?"



Gabrielle grinned at her partner. "Definitely, wejét them for this.”
The warrior chuckled evilly. "My imagination is aldy toying with the idea."

"I know." The bard grinned up to her warrior anghsd slightly. She dropped her
head against Xena’s shoulder again.

"Mmm, do your Amazons have to much time?"
"Why?" Gabrielle lifted her head.

"l was just noticing Solari’s... words she used."
"What you mean?" The bard arched an eyebrow.

"Well for example..." Xena turned her head to GaleiélSolari kept saying, hooked
up."

Gabrielle nodded. "l guess that she meant in reéeréo me huh?"

"Yup." The warrior shook her head and lightenedvtece to mimic Solari. "Who's
she hooked up with Xena? Come on Xena, did Gabinelbk up with somebody?"
She huffed and rolled her eyes.

"That bad huh?"
"Yeah, that torturing.”

The Amazon Queen quietly laughed. "Hooked up... tieger heard that. Heard of
going out with."

"Me too but not... hooked up." Xena shook her he&dut Amazons have to much
time on their hands."

"They must." Gabrielle chuckled. "I'll have to irdl some more patrol time."
"Good." The warrior snickered low.

Gabrielle filled her lungs with the night air. "Yd&mow what | can’t understand is
why they all want to know abouty sex life."

"What about sex life?" Joan lifted her head ugldh’'t have one."
Both Xena and Gabrielle leaned forward laughingtber.

The Celtic warrior shrugged her shoulders and dedgper head back down. "I know
it's funny, but gee."

"It's not that." Gabrielle lifted her head back wjth a calming breath. "That was just
great timing."

The warrior glanced over to the Celtic one. "Sdagn."

The Celtic nodded. "I told you both, | see to mdmggons." She sighed. "I'll go back
to sleep, | just couldn’t help but hear somebody sax life."



Gabrielle grinned. "Sorry Joan."
"S’alright, guidnight again.” The Celt shut her gye

Xena shook her head. "For three women getting llumyea god. We're getting a lot
of laughs in."

The bard sighed and leaned her head back. "Thangatis too. Last time we did this
Velasca chaos it was to morbid."

"Mmm, it was." The warrior sighed. "Joan is a letter then Callisto.”

"Really." Gabrielle smiled and slowly her smile wéman evil grin. "I just came up
with an idea to our Solari problem."

"What's that?"

"What if in front of Solari | kissed Ephiny?" Thew#azon Queen lifted her head to her
partner. "I'm sure Eph would go along with it ankhlow it would just get Solari's
goat."

"It would." The warrior grinned but dropped it rdfyi. "One problem?"
The bard peered up in puzzlement. "What's that?"
"I'm sure Eph will go with it... but | might not."

"Come on Xena." The bard squeezed her warriorls tignd. "It'll be fun... it'll just
be a small kiss. Eph will be fine with it."

"l have no doubt in my mind she won’t be."
"What you saying?"

"I'm saying, that entire village want’s to know aligyour sex life because they
wouldn’t mind being apart of it."

Gabrielle suddenly went bright red while lookingagw"That's true."

The warrior reached up with her left hand to tur@abrielle’s head back towards
her.

"You're cute when you blush."

That just added to Gabrielle’s redness as she avshide deeper. She dropped her
eyes.

Xena smiled and shifted her hand to glide overabrizlle’s cheek. She leaned
towards her partner and carefully kissed her.Td bl@mwly opened her eyes when
her warrior pulled back. She smiled warmly and éshim to nuzzle Xena’s neck. "I
like this."

"Mmm." The Warrior Princess kept her hand againstdide of Gabrielle’s head. She
placed a gentle kiss on Gabrielle’s head. "Me too."



"Ssso... can | do the trick with Eph?"

The older woman sighed and put her hand under &kdsi chin again to lift her head
up. She gazed intently into warm green eyes. 'Glus?"

The bard chuckled. "Yes, just to floor Solari."
"Okay." The warrior grinned. "Just don’t let Eplkéat to far."
"You think she really would?"

"She’s an Amazon and your incredibly sexy." Theneamodded. "So yes." She
lowered her hand to her lap again.

Gabrielle sighed. "Alright. You'll be there right?"

"Definitely." Xena grinned. "Make it all the bettdil be off to the side warding Ep
off me."

The bard closed her eyes and started to quietghldi®h gods." She opened her eyes
again and took a deep breath. "I'll just give Ep tmeeks of patrol duty to teach her a
lesson to mess with... my girlfriend."

The Warrior Princess laughed and shook her healg Wdauking away. "Great, now
I'm your girlfriend.”

"That’s one for the Amazons."
"Itis." Xena'’s lips shifted into a grin. "Don’titehem."

"No worries." Gabrielle chuckled lightly and leaneel head against the warrior’s
shoulder to shut her eyes.

"Get some sleep huh?" Xena reached up with hehéeaftl to caress Gabrielle’s cheek.
"Mmm." Gabrielle opened her eyes then peeked ugy"@bn’'t you?"

""Cause you're tired and I'll be fine."

The bard raised an eyebrow. "But you rode for dimeeday."

"And you walked."

Gabirielle lifted her head. "I'll be fine."

"There’s no options here Gabrielle." The warrianged.

The bard narrowed her eyes with a grin. "No theeena options... you sleep and |
keep watch."

"Did you sleep last night?"
"Nnno."

The warrior narrowed her eyes. "Then you're dediginot keeping watch."”



Gabrielle dropped her head back. "Fine... we’ll balep watch.”
Xena sighed. "Stubborn.”

"Takes one to know one."

"And birds of a feather flock together."

Gabrielle chuckled at her partner’'s words. "Thatt®Now she went serious. "Go to
sleep Xena."

The warrior narrowed her eyes. "No, you need yest.'t
"I'll be fine." The bard dropped her head back. "Waoth stay up."”
The older woman sighed.

Gabrielle then grinned inside of herséMvonder...She began to move her left hand
along Xena'’s thigh in a calm relax movement.

Xena moan lightly. "That’s relaxing."

The bard grinned but quickly rid it before Xena sawXena?" She continued with
the movement of her hand.

"Mmm?"
"How was Cyrene?"

The watrrior lifted her left hand to run through heiir. "She was well." Her hand
came back down to her lap to rest there. Her egisclosed.

"What did you do there?"

Xena took a deep breath and tried to concentrdterked on the stable’s roof and
... fixed up my leathers."

"That’s good." Gabrielle lowered her head agaimstinarrior’'s shoulder. "Cyrene
seen much of Toris?" She kept moving her fingerysr Xena'’s thigh seeing the
effect it had on her best friend.

The tall woman shook her head in a no and to keegelf awake. "No, she hadn’t
seen him in awhile."

"That’'s weird."

"Yeah." Xena closed her eyes. "Oh gods."

Gabrielle grinned and soothingly whispered, "Xdraye you."

"l love you too Gabrielle," whispered the warriarretort.

The bard felt Xena’s grip on her right hand begutobsen. "Xena?"

"Yeah?"



"Want me to tell you a short story?"
"Sure." The warrior dropped her head back withdiesed eyes.

Gabrielle took a deep breath and continued in bethéng tone with her hand still
running along Xena'’s warm skin. "I told this todsla long time ago. But, once man
had two heads and four legs. Then the Zeus threwn dightening bolts and split
everybody in two." The bard glanced up to see X&nheést rising slower yet she
continued the story. "Now everybody had one head,arms and legs. Yet the
separation left the halves yearning for the otladir ¢f their souls.” Gabrielle studied
her partner’s relaxed face that looked so inno¢&d.ever since then, man has spent
all his life searching for the other half of hisukb The bard smiled up at Xena being
asleep now and she leaned in to place a lightdadbe warrior's cheek.

Xena moan and whispered out, "Gabrielle?"

"Ssh, I'm right here." The Amazon Queen lifted ledt hand to Xena’s opposite
cheek and she laid the warrior's head againstlnmulder.

The older woman'’s left hand came up to grasp Gidsgehand on her cheek.

Gabrielle smiled as she felt the warm hand take aed lower to the warrior’s lap.
"Sleep well Xena," she ushered and held onto tlyefdhand.

~*Part 7*~
The morning sun crept between the trees and sloollgcted on the warrior’s face.

Xena groaned lightly and reached up with her lafichto run it through her hair.
Slowly her hand came back down to her lap to g@alprielle’s hand again. Then she
realized and her eyes exploded open. "l didn't...€ &mned her head to her partner
still leaning against her shoulder.

"Morning." Gabrielle sheepishly smiled.
"Gabrielle," growled the warrior. "You let me fasleep?"

"Well..." The Amazon Queen squeezed her warrior'stahd. "I just made you go to
sleep.”

The Warrior Princess sighed as she turned her deag to let the anger calm down.
"You're going to be tired today."

"It was either you or me." The bard sighed. "I'thex it be me. You're the warrior."

"I know." Xena turned her head back. "But | need yoth me." She released the
small hand to bring up her left hand to caress @Blds cheek. She saw exactly how
tired Gabrielle was by the way her eyes were hp#fro dark, and unfocused.

"I'll be fine."

The warrior sighed knowing the reality of that staent. "Come on, Velasca has
probably gotten out of that rubble and is hot ontaail.”

"Yeah." Gabrielle slowly got up first.



Xena looked to her right to grab her partner’'sfsiafl she bounced to her feet.

The Amazon Queen ran her right hand through her 'Hianks." She took her staff
back. "What's the plan anyway?" She leaned agaieisstaff.

The warrior checked her sword on her back whilaking. "We're headed to the
ambrosia cave."

Gabrielle furrowed her eyebrows. "To do what?"
"To hopefully trap her inside."

"Wait Xena." The bard shook her head. "You trieat thith Callisto and it didn’t
work."

"That's because | didn’t trap Callisto in the hezfrthe cave.”

The young woman reached out to grasp the warraons "Xena... that means
somebody is going to have to be all the way in tlaae to lure Velasca in."

"I know." The Warrior Princess sighed. "Come on;lweorry about that later."
The bard sighed herself and let go. "I'll get Jban.
"Good, I'll take care of Argo."

Gabrielle nodded and Xena went her own way whilbr&He did. Within a quarter
of a candlemark the group was ready to travel witly a dead fire left behind.

Xena stepped up to her partner. "Gabrielle, | wantto ride."

Joan glanced over to the two women and looked aivage dragons now," she
whispered.

"Don’t send them my way Joan." The warrior grinaed lowered her eyes back to
Gabrielle. "You need to ride."

"No, I'll be fine Xena."

Xena'’s right hand came down to her bard’s chinftdér head up. "Listen to reason
Gabrielle, your body is tired and I'll need you."

"I said I'll be fine."

"No you won't, you're sluggish." The warrior sighadd lowered her head close to
Gabrielle’s. "Please Gabrielle, get on Argo for ine?

The bard studied soft blue eyes. "As long as ydp e up.”

"Deal." Xena grinned then took Gabrielle’s staftdsh it onto the side of the
saddlebags.

The bard mumbled out, "I'm getting soft." She ddfover to the mare’s side and
soon was up in the saddle thanks to her friend}s. he

"Okay?"



The Amazon Queen looked down to her partner and gawod.
The warrior nodded back as she took Argo’s reirsdd the group.

~Fk ko

Gabrielle’s body shifted to the left and her haqdgkly tightened around the saddle
horn and she straightened up. With a shake of éad Ishe tried to focus on staying
on the horse. Within a few seconds Gabrielle ddddaning to her left again and
suddenly a shot went through her body warning heidsfall off soon. Quickly the
bard sat back up and held the saddle horn tiglgyna "Xena?"

The warrior stopped walking and glanced back tovgest was happening. "Hades."
She turned to Joan. "Can you lead Argo for me?"

"Sure thing." The Celtic warrior took the reins.

Xena briskly walked back to the war-horse and medithe horse behind Gabrielle.
"I'm here Gabrielle." She wrapped her arms arodngdsimall woman’s midriff.

"Xena?" Gabrielle dropped her head back into heriargss shoulder and leaned back
into warm leathers.

"I'm here," whispered the warrior lowering her hedolse to Gabrielle’s ear. "Go to
sleep.”

"Stupid idea huh?" The bard peered up with slegpg.e

Xena grinned a little. "Wasn’t good one." She stji&o to sleep please. I'll need
your help later."

"You'll be here?" asked the bard.
"Definitely."
Gabrielle smiled and shut her eyes slowly.

The Warrior Princess felt her best friend’s braagHighten and her grip on the saddle
horn loosened. She lifted her eyes to Joan andatbdd

The Celt warrior started walking again with Argotaw. "You navigate?"
"Yeah." Xena gazed around. "You're fine now."

"Guid." Joan took a deep breath. "She always tido®rn?"

The tall warrior grinned. "You don’t know the hailf it."

The redhead warrior chuckled. "I don’t think | waoo."

"Mmm, | enjoy it." Xena smiled to herself and moveet right arm up a little to
support Gabrielle better.

Joan glanced back to peek at the bard. "She dosssrh like the patient one with
certain things."



"Us both." The Warrior Princess grinned.
"Really?" The Celt looked ahead again. "Geesa BYeak
The dark warrior chuckled. "Translate."

"Sorry, | forget about me dialect.” Joan grinnedaval as asked again, "You both run
out of patiences in an argument?"

"Yup."

"For Teufates’s sake, how do you two manage to wagkther?"

"I'm not sure." The warrior sighed and added, "WWeags work things out."
"That’s guid." Joan nodded.

"Yeah." Xena's eyes lowered to her bard in her a®me smiled to herself as she
continued to sway slightly in the saddle.

~k Lk ko
"She’s coming." Eponin landed on the tree branctt teeher regent.

"Wonderful." Ephiny sighed and straightened up.clfers ready?" Her head turned to
the left.

"Yup." Solari nodded.
"Good." The regent grinned. "Alright girls, get dothere and start bickering."

The weapons master grinned. "No problem." Her sidted to the second in
command. "I think Solari and | can do a little mckg." She winked at Solari and
hopped out of the tree to land on the ground.

Solari chuckled.
Ephiny turned to her second in command. "Be cateful

"l will." Solari leaned towards her regent and tigtkissed her. "Be back." She
hopped off the tree.

"Better be." Ephiny called back.
The weapons master turned to Solari. "I'm sickadrycentaur crap Solari!"

"Me?" The second in command lifted her right ham@aint at herself. "Me?" She
sarcastically laughed while dropping her hand. é&cyou Ep, | don’t know how in
Hades | got stuck on patrol duty with you!"

"I'd bet you'd like for me to screw you!" Eponinoshped off and whirled around.
"Especially considering you've screwed every Amairothe village. And you're
always up between Ephiny’s legs!"

Ephiny cringed and whispered to herself, "Be cartiere Ep with Solari.”



Solari narrowed her eyes. "To Hades with you Epdniion’t go around that village.
You get between every Amazon’s legs that you aaah i

Eponin’s eyes went to slits. "l can’t stand anymairgour centaur shit." She reached
behind to unsheathe her sword.

"Oh what you gonna do Ep?" Solari lifted her haadd stepped back. "Run yourself
through?"

The weapons master opened her mouth to respongasutut off.
"No girls, we're all Amazons here."
Both Amazons turned their heads quickly to the rener.

"Velasca," Solari sneered. She reached behindgbaathe her sword. "Didn’t think
you were really back."

Ephiny looked to her right to Teresa and nodded.
Teresa nodded back and glanced over to the teerarand waved.

The archers reached behind to pull out arrows a&myghem. The aimed them
directly at Velasca.

Teresa looked to the ground and waved at two Anabhalden behind two trees.

The two Amazons on the ground nodded and unshe#ikediaggers quietly. Each
standing behind a tree that was across from Velas@ther side.

Teresa turned her head to the regent and nodded.

Ephiny grinned, lowered her sights to the two tteesee them cut at the trunks, and
her eyes shifted to her second in command and Eponi

Eponin stepped back.

"Well I can tell you missed me Solari."

The second in command stepped back as well. "hitely did Velasca."
The god took a step closer.

Eponin glanced to the right and left of Velascade her lined up with the two trees
on either side. "Velasca, sorry but Solari ancel@essed for time."

"l can see and your time has ran out." Velascadifter right finger.
"Now!" Ephiny screamed.

The ten archers let their arrows soar. The arravickty sped through the air and
sunk into Velasca from all sides.

The god dropped her hand and shut her eyes. "Fatds!glowing eyes opened again.

"Time to bolt." Solari jumped into the trees. "Norpintended."



Eponin laughed and ran to flip up into the tred@$adt was a blast."
"Now!" The regent yelled again.

There was a loud whack and followed by loud cregkirhose two trees came
tumbling down on top of Velasca.

The god was crushed under them in the ground gndaan escaped her lips.
"Awesome." Solari chuckled. "Got her."
"But not for long enough.” Eponin sighed.

The second in command shrugged. "Better then npth8he turned her head to the
weapons master. "Nice crap you pulled out of ymsgrthere."

"Thanks." Eponin quietly laughed. "You didn’t ddad job yourself."
"I know." Solari snickered.
"Joan, turn to her left some and head straightwiagt"

The Celtic warrior compiled and walked to her kftme and went straight that way.
She glanced back. "Wow, she’s still asleep."

"Yup." Xena glanced down at her partner. "She’@lgll tomorrow afternoon if I let
her."

Joan looked ahead and chuckled. "I can imagine."

The warrior took a deep breath. "If we were to whllough a battle-zone right now
she wouldn’t stir."

"Guid god." The Celt looked back. "The hael waytlgh a battle-zone?"

"Yup, whole way." Xena grinned and held back hegler since it may wake
Gabrielle... or it may not.

"That's amazing."

The tall woman grinned then lifted her blue eyethtforest around. "We should be
near the cave."

"Guid." The Celt sighed. "I'm beat after all thelwag."

Xena chuckled. "Thanks for steering Argo for me."

"No problem." Joan flashed a smile back. "l know ldss was tired."
"Yeah, she got me to fall asleep last night."

"Really?" The redhead warrior chuckled. "She mastdot of fish."

"Why you say that?"



"Because fish just don’t bring knowledge but sexteb.”" The Celt grinned back to
Xena. "I'd say she knows some guid secrets."

"I think you're right." The warrior grinned.
Gabrielle’s hand came up to grasp the warrior’s ghtly. "Xena?"

Xena looked down at hearing her partner mumbledlagre in just a whisper. She
noticed Gabrielle was still asleep and probablydnag. "I'm here Gabrielle." She
lowered her head close to Gabrielle’s.

"I can’t do it," mumbled the bard.

The Warrior Princess furrowed her eyebrows butiedph a usher, "Why not?"
The bard spoke with a fear. "Because... becausedingood enough for you."
Xena closed her eyes and whispered back, "You kmoat?"

"Mmm?" Gabrielle’s voice was still holding fear.

"You're to good for me Gabrielle." Xena open heegglowly. "You're perfect and
you're safe.”

Slowly a smile eased onto the bard’s lips. "l lgee Xena." Her voice was barely
audible.

The smile mirrored onto Xena’s face. "l love yoo.to

Gabrielle’s hand slipped from the warrior's armnael as her head rested back into
Xena'’s shoulder.

Xena sighed sadly and lifted her head up.
"She always talk in her sleep?" Joan looked back.

"No." Only when something really bothers herentally added the warrior. She began
to gaze around. "About another candlemark and waldibe there."

"Guid." The Celtic warrior looked forward again.

The small group went on and Gabrielle never stiagain in Xena’'s arms. The
warrior kept her senses alive while holding het frgsnd tightly. Joan’s own senses
were perked up to keep on warning. She liked thgsavomen to much to let
anything happen.

"Okay." Xena glanced around recognizing the aréée’'fe good."”

Joan nodded and stopped walking. "Thank Teufai®e"ambled up to Argo’s side.
"Where’s the cave?"

The warrior nodded her head in the direction. "Wsay past a few trees or so."
The Celt looked that way and back to Xena. "Minbgb check it out?"

"No." Xena shook her head. "We'll be here."



"Great, be back." Joan left the reins on Argo aatked through the clearing and into
the other side of the woods.

The Warrior Princess watched her go for a secoddshe glanced to see the sun in
the late afternoon horizon. She sighed and droppetiead to her partner. "Gabrielle,
come on wake up."

"Mmm." Gabrielle mumbled something else and turhedhead the other way to rest
her cheek on Xena'’s chest.

"Come on, | need your help." Xena brushed herdier Gabrielle’s soft ear.
"Not yet." Gabrielle’s breathing picked up faintlirhat was good dream."

"Sorry." The warrior rubbed her thumb over her tmsiomach lightly. "What was
the dream about?"

The Amazon Queen opened her eyes slowly and loggesdeepily to Xena. "What
was what about?"

Xena grinned. "Your dream?"

"Oh." Gabrielle suddenly started to blush. "It wagust a dream."
"Mmm." Xena’s eyes twinkled. "Erotic dream?"

"Sort of." The small woman chuckled lightly andystd red.

"With who?"

Gabrielle only went a shade redder. "You."

The tall woman’s voice came out low now. "Let’s bBapcomes true."
"Oh... I'm sure it'll be better then the dream."

"I know it will be." Xena grinned plus lifted heebd up a little.

"That was a really nice dream." Gabrielle chuckdsdshe realized her breathing went
from slow to heavy in a span of a few seconds.

"I'll take that as a compliment.”

The younger woman glanced up. "Well... have you &aerany erotic dreams about
me?"

Xena shrugged. "l forget."
"Xena!" The bard narrowed her eyes with a grin.dffl$inot fair."
"Mmm... maybe a few." The warrior dismounted her bors

"Really?" Gabrielle chuckled. "That's more then 'h&&he grinned down to Xena.
"Thanks."

The older woman broke out laughing and leaned agairgo with her legs out in



front of her.

"I'm serious though." The bard hopped off the hof3dat was a good dream." She
shifted to straddle her best friend by her uppgs.lélt seemed so real.”

"How's that?" Xena rested her arms on her stomdualeveaning against her mare.
"Well, your hands were on my shoulders, legs, arneverywhere."
"l can imagine." The dark woman grinned.

"That’s not my point." Gabrielle chuckled. "It'squit felt like you were really
touching me and your touch was like fire."

Xena lifted her hands to Gabrielle’s sides. "Whétat feel like?"

"Fire." The bard’s lips shifted into a smile.

The tall woman'’s right hand moved to press agdbadirielle’s stomach. "And this?"
"Like fire too but..." The bard closed her eyes &lifeg her heart pound.

"Like you're going to have a heart attack?" Xenggasted.

"Yeah." Gabrielle chuckled and sensed her friehdisd going to her side again. Then
she sensed Xena standing up. She felt warm lips ¢lars in a light kiss but the bard
made it go stronger.

The warrior slowly pulled back and opened her e¥#sd that?"

The Amazon Queen’s eyes drifted open with a snidgipg on her lips. "Life."

"I like that." Xena smiled too. "Was never abletd a description to that feeling."
A grin took over Gabrielle’s mouth. "It's the batdng."

The warrior laughed lightly and leaned in to takab@elle’s lips again.

The bard moaned into the kiss and lifted her rigind to the back of Xena’'s head to
deepen the kiss. Her left arm went around the wesrvaist. She slipped her tongue
into the warrior’'s mouth and Xena’s come into h&iswly she pulled back with a
grin. "l love kissing."

"I've noticed." Xena grinned. "Wait till later.”
"Only gets better huh?" An evil smile was in Galbeis expression.
"Oh yeah."

"Good." The small woman pulled Xena’s head backmla# she strongly took Xena'’s
lips into a third kiss.

Xena moaned into the kiss then when that third émsted she only began a fourth
long one.

A twig snapped loudly.



Gabrielle jumped back from Xena’s embrace and dedclShe turned her head to the
left and saw Joan reappear. "How was the cave?heket pounded like she was a
kid caught in a candy jar.

The warrior grinned and turned to the saddle tasimher friend’s staff.

"Was rather glum lass." Joan ducked under a brandhrose back up to come up to
the two women. "Why you so red lass?" She put hadk on her hips with an arched
eyebrow.

"Because I'm really hot." Gabrielle raised her haetiind the back of her neck. "It's
hot out.”

"Not really lass." Joan shook her head. "Feels guid’

Xena turned around with the staff. "Well it was batArgo, big horse." She spun the
staff and handed it to Gabrielle.

The Celt glanced over to the mare. "True." She addd accepting that explanation.

The warrior turned to the mare’s rump again to reenithe saddle. "Can you do me a
favor Joan."

"Sure Xena, which you need?"

"Can you untack my horse for me?" Xena turned atamd dropped the saddle into
the Celtic warrior's arms. "l trust you."

"Yeah." Joan nodded and shifted the saddlebagriarnes. "I'll set camp up too."
"Thanks Joan." Gabrielle smiled while leaning aghirer staff.

"Now lass... you gotta make sure to bring back diriner

The Warrior Princess grinned. "No problem."

Gabrielle walked over to the clearing’s edge artd the woods but waited.
Xena came over and glanced back to Joan. "Stay &iamythe dragons too."
"Right." The Celtic warrior chuckled. "I'll try temack into some horses."
"What horses symbolize Joan?" Gabrielle glimpsegk Iba her friend.

Joan evilly grinned. "Fertility."

Gabrielle’s eyes widen and she fell into a loathafjhter and she stumbled forward
into the woods.

Xena bit her lower lip.
"Gee, | know that can be funny but never like thawan shook her head.
"Long story Joan." The warrior smiled. "Thanks, gee later.”

"Bye and watch out for them dragons." The Celehsd to the echo of Xena and



Gabrielle’s laughter through the woods. "I defilyitam missing something guid
here."

"Oh gods that was so funny Xena." The bard felséiébegin to calm with her deep
breaths. "That was ironic."

"It was." Xena kept walking through the woods ahd stepped closer to her friend.
"Ssso0... is that why you ride Argo so much?"
The warrior went red at that question. "Gabrielshé growled.

"You're cute wheryoublush." The bard grinned and stepped closer tpagner to
wrap an arm around her warrior’s waist.

Xena sighed then her draped her left arm over @bdss shoulders.
"Maybe I'll have to ride Argo more often."

The warrior snickered. "Only with me there."

"Deal." Gabrielle grinned but lost it as she sawtiouth of the cave.

The older woman'’s back stiffen as she went staiet e go first." She released her
best friend and walked ahead.

"Yeah." The Amazon Queen stepped behind her paaiméentered into the cave
behind. "l hate caves," she whispered.

"Watch the steps.”

"I remember." Gabrielle reached forward to restrightt hand on her friend’s
shoulder. "I've always hated caves since..."

"I know." The warrior came to the ground floor gett her partner beside her. "
made it back though huh?"

"Yeah." Gabrielle smiled to herself and she shoakhead. "Why are we standing in
the dark?" She lifted her hand in front of her fatean’t even see my hand in front
of my face."

A small chuckle came from Xena but she was semgasn. "I'm trying to remember
where that torch and flint stones are."

"I remember."” The small woman grasped her partragris "It was somewhere near
here." She walked over to the left and felt thel wthe released Xena’'s arm after
bending down to one knee with her staff. Her havetgan to feel around and they
scrape over two rough rocks. "Bingo."

"Let me find the torch." Xena leaned forward over friend. She felt around at the
top of the wall.

Gabrielle slowly began to rise up but her headtljghumped into armor. "Hi."

The tall woman chuckled and felt the torch. "Foitnow about those stones?" Xena



lowered her right hand to her partner’s shoulder.
The young woman lifted the stones to Xena’'s hamdisheanded them over.

"Thanks." Xena lifted the two stones over the tecthnd smashed them together.
Sparkles flew and landed on the torch to lightTihere." She lowered her head to see
Gabrielle still tucked under her and that madewheior chuckle.

Gabrielle sheepishly smiled up at her partner.

"Armor get in the way?"

"Not exactly the armor.” The bard evilly grinned.

Xena put her right hand over her breasts. "Knew tere to big."

Gabrielle started to laugh and she shook her reeathhd up between the wall,
Xena’'s arms, and her partner. "Nah, perfect.”

"Good." The warrior leaned in to lightly kiss Gadiie. "Come on before Joan and her
dragons show up."

The younger woman snickered and started walkingibeéena to the end of the
corridor. "Wahoo, forgot about that." She steppackiat the edge and glanced down
at the spikes at the bottom.

"Stay back." Xena held her arm up to keep the snédimale back.

"Yeah." Gabrielle lifted her eyes to the ropes dwead. "Skewered bard isn’t on my
list to do."

"Nor mine." The dark woman lowered her arm in addito lifting her narrowed eyes
to the ropes.

"What you think?" The bard turned her head to Xena.
The Warrior Princess brought in a deep breath. t@éreuse these ropes."
"She’ll break those in a second.”

"I know... but it'll give us a few extra seconds wayrhave not had." The tall woman
turned around to gaze back at the entrance.

"Xena?"
"Yeah?"

"What if..." Gabrielle took a deep breath. "If we semow got Velasca skewered on
these spears and get the ceiling to cave in ol & turned her head to her partner.
"Would that work?"

"Yeah." Xena nodded. "Then I think | can get theamce to cave in as well."
"But."

"But we need to figure out how to get the ceilingave in." Xena sighed and turned



back around to peer up to the ceiling. "Stay he8é€ jumped to grasp a rope and she
climbed up.

The Amazon Queen watched for a moment and therréaleer eyes. She stared at
the torches lining the circular room. "l love hdwese torches self light," she
mumbled to herself. She furrowed her eyebrows.hLig fire." She looked up.
"Xena?"

"Yeah." The warrior gazed down.
"Is there any ambrosia left up in that hole?"
"Why?" Xena swung faintly on the rope. "I'm nottlme mood to live forever."

Gabrielle chuckled but went serious. "Remember whemgot that Sumerian treasure
and we found that ambrosia then?"

"Yeah sure."

"Remember how it exploded in that lava pit when flzew it in?" Gabrielle shook
her head. "What if we took some ambrosia and togsedsome fire to explode the
cave. It might work."

The warrior didn’t say anything while she swayedlosrope. "Hold on." She kept
climbing up the rope and jumped over to the certpe.

The bard glanced down to the bottom to the sp&&insit would be perfect.” She
grinned to herself.

The Warrior Princess went up a few more on the espgecame right under the open
hole. She wrapped her right leg around the rope with her right hand she reached
up into the hole. She felt an edge yet she movetidned around to touch a jiggly cool
object. "We’re in luck."”

"Sweet." Gabrielle grinned. "Is there enough."
"Oh yeah." Xena grinned. "We’'re going to have to when this place goes up."

The bard laughed and gazed down to the spears. thilokiwe should some how
light the bottom? So then we only have to tossatherosia into the fire and run."

The warrior nodded. "Yeah." She came down the eoliitle. "Hey, I'm going to cut a
few ropes first and then get the ambrosia.”

"Sounds good." Gabrielle walked over to the wall anopped her staff there. She
came back the edge and looked up.

Xena was over to her side cutting a rope with hea$t dagger. She cut it loose and
swung it near Gabrielle.

The smaller woman snatched it to begin to coilrtpee up.
The warrior and bard did the same thing over agatim two more ropes.

Gabrielle was coiling up the last rope. "Xena, rave we going to light the bottom?"



Xena came under the ambrosia hole again while neguh. "Wine."
"We have enough."

The older woman pulled out an armload of ambrosdéshe tucked it into her left
arm. "Definitely, | have three skins."

The Amazon Queen quickly looked up. "You're kiddimg?"
Xena grinned and came down the rope slowly. "Nope."
"Xena... since when did we start traveling with feuneskins?"

"Since | stopped at mother’s." The dark warriofkt@odeep breath, tightened her hold
on the ambrosia, and began to swing. "Gabriellejenaver."

The small woman stepped over to the wall near tadirwith the three coiled ropes.
"Xena you could..."

The warrior's war cry echoed through the caversheslet go of the rope to go
spinning down towards the open doorway of the dorriShe rolled in midair and
landed on her feet near the edge.

"Or not." Gabrielle shrugged her shoulders.

"That would have been to easy." Xena smirked hghtl
The smaller woman arched an eyebrow. "Showoft."
"Here." The warrior tossed the ambrosia over.

The Amazon Queen moved quickly to catch it. "Gkanks."

Xena chuckled and bent down to pick up the threeso"Was getting bored carrying
it."

"Yeah | can see why." Gabrielle felt it jiggle ietleft arm. "Nasty." She grabbed her
staff. "So what's left?"

"We'll put the wine in tomorrow."

"Sounds good." The bard began walking through #we c"Dinner?"
"Yup." Xena came up into the light of the sunset.

Gabrielle came out next from the glowing cave mouth

There suddenly was a howl of wind from the cave.

Both women spun around to see the caves mouth btzaik.

The younger woman peered up to Xena. "Self lightsself unlights.”
Xena laughed. "Truly."

"Xena?"



"Yeah?" The warrior glanced down.

"If we ever settle down..." Gabrielle stared at theuthh of the cave. "We need to get
torches like that." She glanced up.

The warrior chuckled quietly and started walkingofme on." She shifted the ropes
over her shoulder plus continued walking back sodamp.

The pair came into the camp. Xena dropped her rapeslisappeared back into the
woods to hunt dinner.

"Where’s she going lass?" Joan glanced over tbaine.
"To get something to eat." Gabrielle walked up o fniend and saw the fire going.

"What's that?" The Celt stood up then walked oveslae peered down at the huge red
thing in the bard’s arm.

"Ambrosia."

Joan’s eyes averted to Gabrielle. "Seriously?" @hed at it with her index finger to
see the ambrosia sway back and forth. "Lass, tfad@ of the gods?"

The bard peaked down at the red jiggling stickyfst¥up... impressive huh?"
The Celt laughed. "Right." She shook her head. t'$lsad for food of the gods."

"That's what | say." Gabrielle chuckled and keptkiay into the camp with the
ambrosia tucked under her arm.

The Celtic warrior walked over to the ropes antktifthem up. "Tie Velasca up?"

"Yeah." Gabrielle dropped the ambrosia on the gdoamd turned to her friend. "Just
put them here."

Joan nodded and dropped the ropes down with thecsnaln the center.
"Joan?"

The Celtic warrior looked up with a smile.

"Thanks for everything."

Joan chuckled. "No problem Gabrielle." She sighgghtly. "This has been a great
caper."

"Well, let’s hope we survive it tomorrow." The Quesighed and leaned against her
staff. "I don’t know what you’re planning to do aftthis but..." She smiled warmly
now. "You're more then welcomed to stay with theaaans." She paused. "I'd love
to have you for one of my Amazons."

The Celtic warrior looked away and turned her heack. "I'm honored... despite the
constant criticism from your friend."

Gabrielle’s face held a grin. "But you're understigj it."



"I am." Joan chuckled. "I'm not sure yet." She wasous again. "I'd love to stay...
but..."

"Think about it." The Queen shrugged her shouldérsounds like you don’t belong
with that clan.”

"No." The warrior shook her head. "Maybe... this vadl me new clan." A grin
tugged at her lips.

"I hope so." The bard smiled warmly. "It would asnlor to have a Celtic warrior in
my Nation as an Amazon."

Joan quietly laughed. "I'd say I'd fit right in."

"Trust me." Gabrielle shook her head. "You alrehdye."

"Should | be worried?"

"Very Joan." The small woman straightened up walkeel to the saddlebags.

"Now I'm not sure." The Celt laughed and walkedraeesit down in front of the fire
again.

Gabrielle placed her staff down by the saddlebagbeyan to pull out her cooking
supply.
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Joan lifted her head to the bard. "Gabrielle, wideyeu learn to cook?"

The bard glanced over to her friend. "My mothegtaune the basics... the rest | sort
of just learned on my own."

"You're good." The Celt nodded and went back tanggher spiced quail.

"So I've heard." The cook grinned. "But | only daltthe dinner."

The Celtic warrior raised an eyebrow.

Gabrielle chuckled. "Xena does always gets theatsh

The warrior’'s eyes flickered over to her partnentivack to her food.

"That’s true." Joan nodded in agreement. "You Ibetkter since this morning."
The Amazon Queen groaned. "Don’t remind me."

"Mmm." Joan looked to both women. "That reminds hm@y about | take the watch
tonight? | haven’t yet and it'll give you both thkance to catch up on your sleep.”

"You sure?" Gabrielle looked up. "I mean I-"
"No!" both warriors said in unison.

"Okay... or | can’t." The bard chuckled. "Gee sorry."



Joan started laughing. "Isn’t that lass. | jushkhXena wants you focused for
tomorrow."

Gabrielle turned her head to Xena. "Is that it?"
Xena turned her head to her partner on her lefip'YShe winked.

The bard raised an eyebrow. "Alright,” she said gsin spread across her lips. The
grin was wiped away when she turned her head to. J8Baunds good to me."

"Guid." Joan smiled.
ko _k k.
"Do you two always sleep like that?"

Gabrielle looked up into green eyes and she shdg@miled. "What you mean?"
Her voice was innocent.

Joan tapped her boot on the ground. "In each ctlaems?"
Xena bit her lower lip letting her partner takestbne.

"Oh." Gabrielle chuckled. "Yeah... well you see... unXena and | always sleep like
this when we’re being hunted by obsessed gods.'sBhayged her shoulders. "It's
safer this way." She took a deep breath. "Wheninsedtarted traveling Xena told me
we had to do this when we’d start to get huntetig Smiled innocently. "It’s just for
protection purposes.”

Joan nodded a few times. "Ssso... if say | wantesdetep tonight do | get to sleep
between you guys?"

The bard’s eyebrows shot up. "No... no." She smiladwly again. "You see, it's a
buddy system."” She could now feel her warrior'sneashaking from the silent laughs.
"Only works with two people.”

The Celtic warrior nodded a few times while studys®ea green eyes. "You see in me
clan we’'d sleep back to back. Not in each otharissa’

"Yeah well... this is Greece it's different here."él@Queen shrugged her shoulders.
"Besides... I'm not a warrior and Xena is, so shetbgwotect me."

"Lass, | saw you. You were guid with that staff."

"I know." The bard sighed dramatically. "I sleegchand never wake up when danger
is around. Xena though can hear an ant crawl ly. s8s

"Now that makes sense lass."” Joan nodded. "Okayll. guienight.”
"Night Joan and thanks."

The Celtic warrior walked back to the other sid¢haf fire but called back.
"Guidnight Xena."

Xena lifted her head after taking a deep breatlbotaight Joan, thanks again, and



stay away from the dragons tonight."
"Yeah, yeah I'll try." Joan huffed. "Go to sleepuytwo."
"We're trying." Gabrielle yelled back.

The Celtic warrior shook her head and sat dowmantfof the fire to fall into her
thoughts. A sad sigh escaped her lips while shekplliat some of the grass.

The warrior’'s blue eyes lowered to Gabrielle. 'Vaetold you that," she whispered.

"Yeah well... what you expect?" The bard grinned srouted back into her partner’s
arms more. "You weren’t helping me."

"Well you laughed and brought Joan over here."

Gabrielle narrowed her eyes. "Well if you werendkimg the funnies | wouldn’t have
laughed."”

Xena narrowed her eyes. "Well if you could conymlir laughter maybe she wouldn’t
have came over here."

The Amazon Queen quickly ducked under the furstaad to muffle her laughter.
The older woman sighed and shook her head whilditgpher partner.
Gabrielle’s head popped back out with a grin. "vdhy| so giggle anyway?"

"I don't know." Xena grinned. "It's nice to hearotigh."

The small woman took a deep breath. "Yeah... featslgo laugh." Gabrielle shook
her head. "You know..." Her eyes locked with Xendihe both of us have been
giggle since we..."

"Hooked up?"
"Yeah, hooked up." The bard snickered. "Why is?hat
Xena took a deep breath and went serious. "Songettaw huh?"

"Yeah." The bard’s eyes suddenly went sad. "Xen&ler'head started to shake. "l
hope this doesn’t end up being... a trend thing wghWhere the emotions wear off."

"Gabrielle, | doubt that." Xena’s hand came uprash back some of Gabrielle’s hair.
"Do you really believe that?"

"No." Gabrielle’s voice was pure serious. "Not aftee way | felt like | was going to
shatter apart when you died. How desperate | betammake it out of that pit to find
you."

"Exactly." The warrior smiled warmly. "Two many tigs have happened that should
have kept us apart but they haven't."

The bard smiled sadly. "True." She leaned in tazleuker partner. "So... I'm giggly
because I'm excited?"



"Something like that." Xena grinned then pressadips against her best friend’s
forehead. "Besides, we’'ve been to serious theyeast"

Gabrielle’s head came back up in a flash. "Dontirel me."

"Don’t worry, | want to move on anyway."

"Yeah." The Amazon Queen tucked her head undewhagror’s chin.
The pair was silent for a moment.

"Xena?"

"Mmm?"

"Speaking of protective." Gabrielle lifted her hdzatk up with a lifted eyebrow.
"Why are you so protective of me lately?"

"l always have been." Xena grinned a little.

"No, not like this." The bard narrowed her eyesuspicion. "You're definitely more
protective then what you were earlier.”

The warrior shrugged her shoulders. "l always Heeen Gabrielle... maybe I'm
showing it more now."

"Why you showing more now?" Gabrielle paused. "Dget me wrong | love it...
it’s just peculiar.”

Xena chuckled. "Maybe because you're letting me."

Gabrielle opened her mouth to reply to that buhimgf came. She closed her jaw to
stare into twinkling blue eyes. "Hades."

The Warrior Princess chuckled and brought her tigimd up to bring Gabrielle’s
head back under her chin. "Go to sleep."”

The bard closed her eyes. "l love you."

"l love you Gabrielle." Xena gradually closed hge® "Gabrielle?"
"Yeah?"

"And | don’t hear ants crawl by."

Gabrielle broke out in a fit of muffled laughter.

Section 3
~*Part 8~



Xena's eyes lifted to the woods then lowered baetdim Gabrielle in the furs. She

bent down to one knee and brought her right hammétess her friend’s cheek.
"Gabirielle," she whispered.

"Xena?" Gabrielle’s eyes opened.
"Velasca is coming."”
The bard’s eyes widen with fear.

"Ssssh, it's okay." Xena smiled a little. "Listenrhe. Joan went to the cave to pour
the wine all over." She paused. "Now we’re goingtetend that you just woke up
when Velasca gets closer. I'll tell you to go te ttave, do that, leave your staff, and
I'll stay here and slow Velasca. Got me?"

The Amazon Queen nodded and was serious at seeimg fift into warrior mode.
"What else?"

The warrior’'s hand went to Gabrielle’s shouldetl tity tie Velasca up to hold her for
a minute or two. I'll meet you in the cave and dinp on one of the ropes out of site
from Velasca and with a torch." She took a deepthré€'You get near that edge and
get Velasca to charge you and you jump up to me."

"Okay." Gabrielle furrowed her eyebrows. "What atbdoan?"

"As soon as we get to the ground from the rope4l &feethere to toss the ambrosia
into the pit with Velasca."

"After that, just run like bats out of Hades."

"Yes and don’t stop running until that explosiottlss. Gods only know how big it
will be." Xena smiled confidently. "You ready?"

"Never have been, | just go." Gabrielle chuckletivient serious as she felt her skin
crawl. "She’s here."

"Yess." The watrrior lifted her eyes and narroweshth"Get up.” She stood up.
"Now."

"Morning Xena and Gabrielle." The god came stompmdPleasant morning isn’t
it?" Velasca smirked with white eyes.

Gabrielle stood up and glared at the god.

Xena stepped between her partner and the god diaileing her sword. "Get out of
here Gabrielle."

"Xena?"
"Gabrielle," growled the watrrior. "I'll slow her a@on."
Velasca turned her head a little and laughed. "Righ

The bard took a deep breath and broke out intma ru



The god narrowed her eyes then her right handwghtit shoot a bolt at Gabrielle.
She clearly missed.

Gabrielle ducked, disappeared into the woods aadshlrd Xena’'s warrior cry echo.
She ushered while running, "Be careful Xena." Sdiraeup to the cave.

"Ready lass?" Joan stood by the mouth with threeskins and the ambrosia in the
other hand.

"No." Gabrielle chuckled. "Go hide Joan till iteng."

"Right lass." The Celt smiled confidently. "Be dateGabrielle, this is the scary part
of the caper."

"Tell me about it." The bard grinned however weetrs. "Go Joan, she’ll be here."
"Right." Joan winked and turned to hide in the waod

The bard sighed but jogged into the already liec&he jogged down to the edge and
looked down to see the floor soaked with wine. &aiis, please let this work," she
quietly prayed.

"Ahhh!" Velasca charged the Warrior Princess.
Xena laughed as she jumped to disappear intoehks.tr

The god now found a lasso around her that went ‘t&bts won't hold me Xena." She
began to break the rope.

The warrior dropped two more of the thick lassoe®o slow Velasca down. She
grabbed all three ropes and dropped to the grauhfl Velasca up. Xena laughed
evilly and ran over to a tree branch to tie thed¢hmopes. "See you Velasca." She
broke off running towards the cave.

The god closed her eyes to begin to work agaimstdpes.

Xena came running into the cave, down the stepbsha grabbed a lit torch. "She’s
coming Gabrielle." The warrior came up to her lfigehd. "You got this?"

The Amazon Queen nodded. "Yeah, now or never."s&tiked. "Just catch me."

"Don’t worry, | will." The Warrior Princess put thterch’s end between her teeth and
leapt to grab onto the close rope. She climbedviaygs knowing the god wouldn’t see
her from here and grabbed the torch with her laftchwhile wrapping her feet around
the rope.

Gabrielle spun around at hearing footsteps. Shewad her eyes and lifted her arms.
"Xena?"

"Afraid not." Velasca came down the steps quickHow fitting, you’ll die where |
did." She walked up near Gabrielle. "Are you prepao die Gabrielle?"

"Didn’t we do this last time Velasca?" The Amazone®@n smirked. "l just keep
noticing how stupid you are." She laughed lowlyt léast I'll die knowing that
truth.”



Velasca narrowed her eyes. "You bitch."
"Takes one to know one Velasca."

The god screamed and charged towards the AmazoenQAs she charged her eyes
had widen at seeing Gabrielle turn and jump up."No

"Xena!" The bard screamed and reached for her @rarri

Xena reached out while swing forward and her reght came around Gabrielle’s
waist pulling her in. Simultaneously, Xena droppleel torch in her left hand to let her
hand freely grasp the rope tightly. It was all tagni

Gabrielle wrapped her legs around Xena then dugpéad between Xena’s breast as
she heard a large surge and the heat of the dige ri

Velasca’'s scream echoed through the cave and ewtnnance.

"Hold on to me." The Warrior Princess swung, ballpdo soar through the air, and
land in the corridor.

"Move, move!" Joan yelled.

Xena and Gabrielle moved out of each other’s asrthay started running down the
corridor.

Joan threw the ambrosia at the fire pit and tutoedn.

The three women bursted from the cave’s mouthlasdawave of fire came flying up
behind.

"Run Gabrielle!" the warrior yelled.

The bard was ahead and she ran forward breathang laend she felt the eruption to
sped her pulse up.

Joan was right behind Xena and she felt hersetfgidied off the ground tofly
through the air form the eruption. She hit the gebard then went unconscious.

Xena came right up behind Gabrielle and scoopeg@dner up into her arms. The
adrenaline pumped through her veins causing het toelauzz.

"Xena!" The bard could hear the eruption comingeldo them as her heart pounded.

The Warrior Princess took a few more running stgpaped up, tucked, and hit the
ground to roll. She came to a stop and she kepbdaty over top of Gabrielle’s small
form. She dug her head down as she felt bits ofeshit her body.

Gabrielle had her eyes closed tightly as shelfeltair heat up and then suddenly go
cool. A little dust filtered by and everything wetgad quiet other then her and
Xena's breathing. "By the gods."

Xena slowly opened her eyes put kept her headddogn. "Are you okay?"

"Yeah." The small woman took a deep breath. "Ang¢?/o



"Oh yeah." The warrior grinned. "Loved every momehit."
Gabrielle chuckled but stopped as she rememberreftidred. "Joan."

"Hades." The watrrior lifted her head to gaze aro8tte saw the dust settling and she
looked around to see Joan unconscious behind alacy. "She’s okay."

The bard lifted her head up and looked over tohseeCeltic friend peacefully asleep.
Her shoulders slumped and she saw Xena sit upesdidlihe same. "That... was an
explosion."

Xena chuckled. "Just a small one."
The younger woman sighed and shook her head. "Bhdeka."

"Hey anytime." Xena leaned towards Gabrielle arsdéd her lovingly. She pulled
back with a smile. "Let’s go check on Joan."

Gabrielle nodded in agreement while standing up Wwér partner. She walked over to
Joan and bent down. "Joan?" She shook the Cetilsddérs gently.

Xena gazed over at the rubble to see nothing lefathuge heap of rocks in a small
pile. The mouth of the cave gone along with thelsmauntain the cave was held in.

Joan coughed and opened her eyes. She rolled entmbk and peered up into
sparkling green eyes. "Did we get her?"

The bard smiled warmly. "Yup."

Xena lowered her eyes plus grinned to Joan. "Censite dragon buried for eternity
Joan."

The Celtic warrior groaned, rolled onto her sided amumbled something in her
dialect.
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"So Joan, what you think of our Queen and her paPthEphiny stood with her hands
on her hips and a smug look.

The Celtic warrior’'s eyes widen. "For Teufates’kesahis two women know how to
have a guid adventure." She shook her head. "Nsgan."

Gabrielle chuckled at her friend and patted Jobatk. "Wasn't all that bad of a
caper Joan."

"Lass..." The Celt turned her head to the Amazon Que¢he middle of the village.
"I've never been that close to death in a long tirse grinned a little. "Nor have |
ever seen so many dragons."

"Don’t forget about being hunted by an obsessed'god

Joan laughed at Gabrielle’s words. "That too." St@ok her head and gazed back to
the regent. "I've never learned so much about teapges’ lifestyles either."



Ephiny corked an eyebrow. "What you mean?"
Xena leaned towards her partner and whispereds'ilgoing to be bad."
Gabrielle groaned.

"Well..." Joan chuckled and continued. "l learned Geeek warriors sleep in each
other’'s arms.” She shrugged her shoulders. "Inanéd we sleep back to back."

The regent slowly lifted her eyes up to the twampens. "Sleep in each other’'s arms
huh?" She smiled back to Joan. "Yup... we do that,lespecially Amazons." She
winked.

The Celtic warrior laughed and glanced at Gabriél&ethat true?"

The bard lifted her right hand to her neck. "Um. .alyé She nodded and lowered her
hand. "Ancient Amazon tradition."

Joan nodded. "I know how those traditions are, gerjous."

"Exactly." Gabrielle smiled with innocences but wearious. "Why don’t you go get
some sleep Joan."

"l was thinking the same thing lass." Joan dropp&rdshoulders and ran her right
hand through her red curly locks. "I'm going toegiehe hael day." She started
walking towards her guest hut. "See you Xena anai@ée." She smiled.

The warrior and bard smiled back and gave a quiekew

"Sleep in each other’'s arms?" Ephiny raised anreyelwhile crossing her arms
against her chest. "I gotta hear the explanatiothis one."

"Later Eph." Gabrielle grinned.

"Later then." The Amazon gave a grin back but vgamtous. "So are ydooth staying
till these treaties are done?"

The bard groaned. "Oh no, | completely forgot."

The warrior shifted the reins in her hand and gadte regent. "How long will it
take to do them?"

Ephiny shrugged her shoulders. "How ever long thed€d wants it to take."
Xena nodded and gazed down at her partner. "Tom@iro

"Definitely." Gabrielle looked up to her best fraer’l wanna catch up on sleep.”
The warrior nodded in agreement.

"Eph?"

"Yeah?" The regent smiled to her Queen.

"Thank you." The Queen stepped forward and pulldiend in for a tight hug.
"You were a huge help."



"No problem." Ephiny pulled back with a warm smilg.was great fun." She then
creased her eyebrows together. "What happenedlasdteanyway?"

"We basically blew up the ambrosia cave with hat.in

The regent nodded at Gabrielle. "Naturally." Shackhed. "Tell me more later too."
She took a deep breath. "Well there should be &dibt ready for you both. Figured
you wanted time to relax.”

"Yeah, thanks Eph." The Queen smiled warmly anfteshher weight to her other
foot while leaning against her staff. "One lashthidid you tell Solari anything about
Xena and I?"

The Amazon had a confused look and gazed betwera Xi®d Gabrielle. "No...
why?"

"She constantly asked me who Gabrielle... hooked itip."w

Ephiny looked up to Xena and chuckled. "That's 8dta you. | didn’'t say a word
other then to Ep." She shrugged her shoulderst hsn Ep was hitting on
Gabrielle, said she was taken."

Gabrielle chuckled at the memory yet sighed sa@pod, make sure you don’t say
anything."

The regent evilly grinned. "I'll try not too."
"Eph." The bard’s eyes narrowed. "l don’t mind pugtmy regent on patrol duty."

Ephiny laughed with a sigh. "Alright... alright, ygot me." She smiled warmly. "Go
get some rest.”

Gabrielle straightened up. "Talk to you later Epld ¢hanks again."”
"Anytime." Ephiny watched the pair walk off in madternoon.
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Gabrielle shifted around the tub as Xena slippeaakixt. The bard moved next to her
partner in the warm water. "Smart regent."

"Yeah." The warrior shifted her shoulders a litigginst the back of the tub and
dropped her head back. That's when she noticedek. "Hades."

"Mmm?" The small woman glanced up. "You alright?"
"My back." Xena lifted her head up. "Aches fromgbaocks."

"Damn," whispered Gabrielle. "Why don't you leamfard against the tub and I'll
massage your back."

The older woman arched an eyebrow. "You sure?"
The Queen raised an eyebrow back. "Yesss, come on."

The warrior grinned and shifted across the tubldiedl her arms up onto the top of



the tub. She crossed her arms there then resteathimedown on her arms.

Gabrielle slowly came up behind and brought herlidnaads to the warrior’s back.
She slowly began the massage at the top of Xemals. BHow's that?"

"Perfect." Xena’'s eyes gradually closed. "Thanks."

"No thanks." The bard smiled. "You saved me, tlastié can do."

"Mmm it's worth the aches."

"Thanks." Gabrielle smirked behind her partnerskoa

The warrior went a bit serious. "You know I'd dagain."

"I know." The bard sadly smiled in addition to whsing again, "I know."
The older woman’s eyes opened. "Gabrielle?"

"Sorry." The small woman’s hands went farther do¢ema’s back. "It's just...
sometimes | don’t like how much you put on stakenie."

"And | don't like that you put your life on the Brso you can just be with me."

"Just?" Gabrielle shook her head. "That’s... that'$want to do. Is be with you."
She paused feeling her bard side come to lifee"isfa road that | want to walk down
only with you and love is a river | want to flow enth you."

Xena'’s lips slowly formed into a warm smile. "Thaydu." She paused trying to
collect her thoughts. "Never had anybody so deteethio stay beside me."

Gabirielle had a confident smile while her handsenmT Xena’'s lower back. "That's
because I'm madly in-love with you for eternity."

The warrior’'s eyes slowly drifted shut. "l know tfezling."
"Oh?"

Xena chuckled lightly. "Since the grove." She gedn'l did a double-take when |
saw you."

"Really?" Gabrielle furrowed her eyebrows as slwight her hands up to work
Xena'’s shoulders.

"You didn’t see me get knocked over?"

The bard was silent for a moment while she triethiiok back to that day. Her face
took on realization. "I do remember. | thought yeere just unfocused."

"l was, by you."
Gabrielle chuckled quietly. "I can’t believe that."

"It's true." Xena smiled to herself and felt waranils leave her shoulders. Now she
sensed Gabrielle’s arms wrapping around her wHsn the bard’s warm hands were
gliding up her stomach and Xena let out a moanbtighe."



The younger woman kissed her partner’s shouldey gdmtinued to bring her hands
up Xena’'s smooth stomach. She went increasinglywas her fingertips glided right
under Xena’s breasts. Her heart pounded knowing steer gone this far with
Xena.

The warrior moaned lightly and whispered, "Oh gbds.

Gabrielle evilly smiled to herself at the reactand her fingertips glided over the
warrior’s nipples feeling them hard.

"Gabrielle."
The Amazon Queen brought her lips close to Xemass 'Turn around.”
Slowly Xena turned with her back against the tub.

The bard shifted to straddle Xena at the hips.Hd@ds came back up out of the water
to take Xena'’s breasts again.

Xena’'s arms were up on the tub with a death grgr. lr¢ad dropped back while her
eyes closed as her breathing became heavy.

Gabrielle slid her hands back down her warriortgesiand she leaned into bring her
lips over Xena's right breast.

The taller woman moaned lightly and brought hentreym down to encircle
Gabrielle’s waist. Her body wanted to press evenglon but she knew that would be
crossing the line. So she let herself fall into E&le’s touch.

The bard’s tongue came out to swirl around hemgait nipple then her mouth began
to suck. Slowly she brought up her right hand ke tdena’s left breast.

The warrior’s back arched into Gabrielle’s body.

Gabrielle could feel the fire roaring in her boaddt ghe knew she never felt something
so powerful. Shifting her lips across, she brodghttmouth to take her warrior’s left
breast.

Xena whimpered faintly and spoke with plea. "Gal@ie She knew if this kept going
she would be built up. So she averted her rightihtarher bard’s chin to lift her head
up. She claimed Gabrielle’s lips in a passionats.ki

The Amazon Queen quickly understood and pulled lrack the kiss to wrap her
arms around Xena. She leaned into the taller waanardropped her head against
Xena's chest. She could hear the warrior’'s hearhdong while her head rose high.

The older woman drew Gabrielle more in with her sitmowever she kept her eyes
closed.

The small woman closed her eyes and tried to steadipreathing. "That was
different.”

Xena quietly laughed, opened her eyes, and lowssetiead to kiss the top of her
partner’s head. "Felt..."



"Erotic?" Gabrielle suggested.

The warrior grinned to herself and rested her leeatbp of Gabrielle’s. "Not even
that, more."

"l guess you'll just have to try it on the bardi&small woman lifted her head up
with a grin.

The dark warrior’s eyes twinkled to her partneraiie.” She leaned into lightly kiss
Gabrielle. "Let’s get cleaned up."

Gabrielle shifted back in the tub and felt an ingrshiver at knowing Xena would do
the same to her at some point. The waiting partidvget to her.

Within the next few minutes the two women were begland learning more parts of
each other’s bodies. Both finding each other’s bsdi perfection of muscles and
smooth skin. By the end Gabrielle hopped out ofttibequickly to grab some towels.

The warrior's eyes were twinkling and she whispeweberself, "Bard on the loose."
She slowly rose up in the water to her full heighen Gabrielle came back in.

The Amazon Queen came in and stopped walking aig&&na.

Xena corked an eyebrow while slowly climbing outlod tub. "Nice scenery?"
Gabrielle lifted her eyes to lock with Xena. "Nisa’'t even the word for it."
The warrior chuckled and came up to her partneabtiglle?"

The bard shook the dreamy look on her face. "Yeah?"

"I'm all yours."

The Amazon Queen’s lips shifted into an evil gfirknow." She lifted one of the
towels and lightly slammed into the warrior's ché¥our towel.” She turned around
with her own and put some space between them. $kivd dried herself off.

Xena's tongue ran across the back of her molate’s3jood." Unfolding her towel
she began to dry herself off. After she was doreenmnute, she ran her right hand
through her wet bangs and tossed the towel toia cha

Gabrielle lowered her towel then lifted her headalgle running her hand through
her bangs to brush them back. She turned her besgbtXena coming towards her
and she arched an eyebrow.

The warrior came right up while putting one armuen@ Gabrielle’s shoulders. "How
are you?"

"Dry." The bard peeked up with suspicious eyes. Saded to move. "I'm going-"

"No, not yet." Xena shifted her arm around Gabeislivaist to pull her back. She
grasped Gabrielle’s towel as well as tossed it bietotowel. "Come here." She
lowered her lips to seal with Gabrielle’s.

The small woman moaned in the warrior's mouth thelted back with dark eyes.



"Maybe not yet."

"Well what comes around goes around." Xena’s lipgetd down Gabrielle’s neck
and shoulders. "Tell me if you want me to stop,hXevhispered.

"I doubt if I will." The bard’s head dropped ba&he felt the warrior's hands come to
her shoulders which caused her eyes to close.&ised Xena bending down some
and along with those large hands traveling dowrchest, over her breasts, over her
stomach, and to finally hold her sides. "Xena."

"You'll like this."

The bard chuckled for a second but quickly stopged hot mouth took her right
breast. She brought her hands over to grasp Xsehaidders tightly in control.

The older woman worked the breast showing her partthat she had done earlier to
her. After she’'d teased the right breasts her in#&dig lips traced across between
Gabrielle’s breasts to take the left one strongly.

"Like isn’'t the word... for it." The bard was justlalio say that as she felt Xena’'s
teeth nip at her. "Xena," she quietly hissed.

Xena grinned and slowly stood back up to take @dbis lips while her hands
shifted up to massage the full breasts.

Gabrielle was fiercely kissing the warrior.

The dark warrior lowered her hands from Gabriellsasts to capture her hips again
and she kissed Gabirielle lightly this time. "Sssh."

The bard sucked in a deep breath then droppeddaer down on Xena’s chest.
"Elysian fields?"

"Not even that." Xena grinned yet circled Gabrieliegh her arms.

"That’s the closes | can come." Gabrielle chuck!&dill isn’'t the best description.”
"You won't find one."

"I know." The Amazon Queen’s eyes gradually closed.
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The bard sighed and rolled to her left, which cdusehot to go through her body.
"Hades."

"Got you." Xena tightened her arms around her fieéBbon't roll off."
"Explain to me why | chose to roll near the edge?"
"Bad dream?"

Gabrielle closed her eyes. "Yeah." Her eyes opagath. "Dreamed about falling
down the pit... again."

"That would explain the edge of the bed."



The small woman quietly laughed. "You're probabght." Her eyes studied the
wood floor. "This is really uncomfortable."

"Let’s try this." The warrior’'s arms tightened, ieshie rolled to her left onto her back.
"Turn over Gabrielle."

Gabrielle slowly turned over to face Xena. "Thdéster.” She snuggled into the
warrior’s body.

"Comfortable?"

"Incredible."” The Amazon Queen contently sighedlified her head off Xena’s
chest. "What time is it?"

Xena turned her head to the right to gaze out theaw. "About two candlemarks
before sunset." Her head came back towards Gabri@b back to sleep.”

Gabrielle nodded in agreement then dropped her baelddown with a content sigh.
Her arms shifted to tighten around Xena. "Xena?"

The warrior's eyes were closed but she respondéshhi?"
"I love you."

The older woman lifted her head up to kiss Gal#’ielhead. When her head came
back down she answered with a deep tone. "l loui€lée."

"Who'’s she hooked up with?" Solari put her hand$ienhips.
The warrior's eyes suddenly narrowed at the seaoedmmand. "Solari-"
"Solari."

The second in command felt to small but strong bagrdsp her shoulders. She slowly
turned around to see her Queen. "Hi Gabrielle."

They were in the middle of the food hut at thetfiesy of darkness.

"I've heard you been bugging Xena about whom | amgout with." Gabrielle
dropped her hands from Solari’'s shoulders. "Gdéosource. Why don’t you try
askingme?" She gave a frustrated smile.

Solari smiled sheepishly. "Well..."
Gabrielle arched an eyebrow and crossed her arenssadner chest.
"Gabrielle," The Amazon whined to her Queen.

The Queen narrowed her eyes while leaning towdg#tmazon. "Askneor don’t
ask anybody."

"But... but... Eph said you're ‘taken’ and | thoughtnewould know."

"Look Solari." Gabrielle dropped her arms. "l dokrtow what Ephiny is talking



about but I'm not going out with anybody."

"Nnno." Solari shook her head. "Xena said she kh&ne narrowed her eyes.
"Somebody around here is lying."

"Are you calling me a liar?" The Queen pointed ¢odelf.

"No, no." The second in command smiled. "It's jsgimebody is talking shmack
around here. But you're really not going out wittylaody?"

"No." Gabrielle smiled with fakeness. "Not going etith somebody." She then went
serious. "Maybe somebody is talking... shmack arcwere to get you geared up. We
both know Xena has that evil spot.”

"Gabrielle." The warrior arched an eyebrow behiotaS.
The bard lifted her eyes up. "Well you do." Shexged.
Xena’s lips slowly spread into an evil smile. "Neve

The second in command spun around to catch themsmbXena’s evil smile. "Uh
huh." She shook her head. "I will figure this canspy out.” She looked between
Gabrielle and the warrior. "Check you guys lat&he stomped off.

Gabrielle watched her Amazon go then started tekdbu"Poor Solari.”
"Poor nothing." Xena faced her partner. "She desenvafter annoying me."
"Thanks for not making her smaller then she alreadyrhe Queen peered up.

"She’s lucky." The Warrior Princess huffed but sdito her best friend. "Let’s get
something to eat."

"Sounds good to me." Gabrielle started walking tigiothe hut to the food area.
Xena followed behind.

Soon the pair had plates of food and mugs of dragkthey sat down. Joan soon was
joining them with Ephiny.

Gabrielle munched on her pile of mixed vegetalis.eyes shifted to her partner,
which made her evilly grin. With her right hand skached up to push the warrior's
plate away.

Xena turned her head to Gabrielle with a puzzle#.lo

The bard looked away with a low snicker. Her eyisd to Joan across the bench
table. "Rested?"

The Celtic warrior smiled. "Yes, well rested. Holaoat you both?"

Gabrielle nodded. "Oh yeah." She let in a deeptbraad slowly let it out. "Have you
thought more about my... offer?"

Joan chuckled and shook her head. "Not yet."



"Offer?" Ephiny glanced between her Queen and Jddhat? We hired Joan to do
the Velasca Chaos?"

The Queen laughed. "No Eph." She sighed and exqaajuietly. "l offered Joan to
become an Amazon."

The regent now smiled warmly and turned her hedbdedeft towards Joan. "You'll
fit right in."

"So I've been told Ephiny." Joan grinned at the &ora "I'm not sure though yet."
Her grin dropped.

"You will." Xena grinned.
The Celtic warrior turned her head to the Greekaar'How you know?"

"Let’s put it this way Joan." Xena's face was makkéth smugness. "Not even | can
say no to Gabrielle."

"What?" The bard narrowed her eyes at her wartiwu’ve said no to me before."
The older woman turned her head in Gabrielle’satlioa. "Name one time, just one."”

The small woman opened her mouth to respond butll nething had came.
"Hades... I'll come up with a time."

"No you won't ‘cause I've always said yes." Xenaged evilly.

The Amazon Queen narrowed her sparkling eyes bo¢duher head quickly to Joan
with a smile. "It's up to you."

The Celt nodded seriously. "We'll all see.”
"I heard somebody is talking shmack around here."
Gabrielle raised an eyebrow at her regent. "S&ddiryou?"

The regent chuckled and gave a nod. "Yeah, befsaé down here she came up to me
all in a huff." She shook her head. "What you ddmgny woman?"

"Me?" Gabrielle corked an eyebrow. "You got thisokehthing started."
"What's that?" Joan glanced between the Queeneget.
"Long story Joan." The warrior grinned to the Celt.

The Celtic sighed. "l keep getting that ‘long stayplanation all the time. | know
I’'m missing out on some guid balderdash here."

A laugh came from the Queen but she sighed atrtie"gve’ll tell you sometime
Joan... but not now."

The Celtic frowned. "Well... later is better then aeV

"Very true." Gabrielle gazed back at Ephiny. "Shk¥ic



"l agree." The Celtic warrior turned her attentairEphiny. "What's that mean? |
know | have a dialect but my god."

Ephiny sighed very long. "I know." She shook headé'Solari and Ep keep making
up these words and phrases." She creased her egetogether. "Last week’s was...
break out a can of whoopass."

Xena started laughed quietly, which made her satipg@ She calmed down and
gazed at Gabrielle. "l should try that on somebidtiyht next time."

"Oh | can see this now." Gabrielle faced her beshdl. "You standing there with
your sword and some thugs on the road." She svdthkevoice to sound deeper.
"Look boys if you don’t run along, I'm gonna breaidt a can of whoopass on you."
She started to laugh with friends. "Xena, you'able to kill them from laughing."

"True." The warrior turned her head back and fdi@r. make them think I'm insane."
"Really." Gabrielle glanced back to Ephiny. "So wtHaes shmack mean? Like crap?"

"Basically yeah." The regent nodded. "You're tatkanlot of shmack... you're talking
shit." She shrugged her shoulders. "l can’t fignuewhere they find the time to come
up with this stuff.”

The Amazon Queen leaned towards her regent. "Ydefliag me that | have my
second in command and weapons master finding trneake up words and phrases
like this?" Her eyes narrowed a little. "Do my Amaz need some education here?"

Ephiny snickered. "Oh they changed the word edordb... edchamacatiom or
something like that."

Gabrielle groaned and mumbled out, "Hooked on ptsodidn’t work for Solari and
Ep."

"Is that an Amazon tradition?" Joan questionedQbheen and Ephiny.
"No." Gabrielle looked up with an annoyed look. U&ds like its becoming one."

"Ah, just make fun of their talking Gabrielle." Bplg evilly grinned. "That’ll get them
to stop. Trust me | did it to Solari for a week aied stopped for a few."

"I hope you're right." The bard sighed and wentlbtaceating.

Within a half a candlemark Xena, Gabrielle, andiBpheaded out of the food hut
together. Gabrielle deciding to go to Ephiny’s tatalk to her about some plans and
the treaties. The group came to the hut, Ephinytwefirst, but the partners stayed
outside for a moment in the dark village.

"Hey you sure?" Gabrielle peered up to her friend.
"Only if you don’t take to long." Xena grinned.
"I shouldn’t be." The bard shrugged her should#iktalk to Eph about that kiss."

The warrior sighed. "Alright.”



"Hey." The small woman smiled warmly. "l won’t dafiyou don’t want me to."
"No." Xena smiled reassuringly. "It'll be fun jusé careful for my sake."

A small grin tugged at Gabrielle’s lips. "Don’t wgr* She reached up to bring her
friend’s head down and kiss her lightly. "See yothe hut.”

"Yeah." The warrior smiled. "I'll have some teadga She smiled and started
walking off but called back. "Spicy or honey?"

"Spicy." Gabrielle evilly grinned. "I'm hurting fasome spiciness."” Xena'’s laugh
echoed back to her as she went into the hut.

"What took you?" Ephiny arched an eyebrow with d&mns going against her chest.
"l was talking to Xena." Gabrielle walked over terlnegent’s desk and sat down.
Ephiny came over and sat. "Talking huh?"

"Yeah... we talk." The Queen had a hidden annoyekl. loo

"Sorry." The regent’s expression was apologetic.

"It's alright." The bard sighed and sat back inéw keat. "It's just I'm getting sick of
everybody."

"What you mean?"

"Come on Eph." Gabrielle shook her head. "Sincat Ihgre, everybody has been
wanting to know what’s going on with Xena and’s fetting a little personal.”

"Yeah." The regent nodded with a sad face. "I'nmgdrhad a hand in it." She
brushed back her curly hair. "I shouldn’t have smgthing to Ep the other night.”

Gabrielle shrugged her shoulders. "You were drigkiren... I'd done the same."
"Still." The Amazon sighed. "I'll be more careful."

"Maybe you could help me out." The Queen went sirio

"Sure, what you need?"

A small grin slipped over the bard’s face. "l wémplay a trick on Solari to teach her
a lesson."

"As long as it doesn’t get me into to much troubEphiny crossed her arms in her
lap. "l do love her."

"I know." Gabrielle’s head moved in understandit@therwise | wouldn’t ask you."
"Lay it on me."

Gabrielle chuckled and began to explain her idea.
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Xena lifted her eyes at seeing her best friend coméow’d it go?"
"She went for it." Gabrielle faced Xena, whom wa$yon her leathers.
"Good." The warrior stood up from the lit fireplacelow you feel?"

"Still a bit tired," Gabrielle answered truthfullHow’s the tea coming?" Her arms
rested against her midriff now as she leaned agtiasioor.

"Almost done." The older woman moved to stand amfrof Gabrielle. "What's going
on with the treaties?"

"Eph seems to think I can get them ready tomorrdwe bard closed her eyes. "Then
the next day they should be rewritten and readyfero sign."

"Good."

"Yeah." Gabrielle opened her eyes again and stiengial up then moved to enfold
Xena with her arms.

Xena’s lips corked with a smile while she was mgliGabrielle more in. "Think you
can get your boots off?"

"Yeah sure." The small woman lifted her head. "Whthte plan?”
"To relax... in each other's arms."
"Oooh." Gabrielle grinned. "Amazon tradition."

The tall woman quietly laughed and lowered her reagn to Gabrielle’s. "No, our
new tradition."

"Mmm... more like lifestyle." The bard suddenly tighed her arms giving Xena a
tight squeeze.

The dark warrior coughed. "l need to breathe."

Gabrielle chuckled and released her warrior. "Comeyou’re tough." She walked
over to the bed to sit down and untied her bootsdnding forward.

"Yeah... but I'm getting old."

The bard’s hooded eyes came up. "Right.” She polfiedne boot next soon came the
other.

"Well... older then you at least.” Xena said thatatter a factly.

"Now that'’s true." The small Queen stood up with heots. "But you're still tough."”
She ambled over to the saddlebags to put the bioerts.

Xena chuckled. "Maybe." She padded over to thelaee. She bent down and pulled
the kettle out to pour to hot water into two mugs.

Gabrielle sighed and came up to her warrior whensshod up with mugs. She was
offered a mug and her small hands took it. "Whapices?"



"Ginger."
The bard at that point could smell the fine scémjimger. "Oh yeah."

The warrior smiled to herself and walked over ® bled and sat down on the floor
then leaned against the bed. Her mug settled dowtheofloor as she looked up.
"Come here."

Carefully Gabrielle sat down with a smile. Her backlded into her warrior’'s warm
body. "This is nice."”

"Definitely." Xena lifted her legs on either side@abrielle.

The bard lifted her mug up with both hands, shellswad some of the hot ginger
tea. She felt it travel down through her throat ertd her stomach. "That’s really
good."

"Yeah?" The warrior grasped her mug trying it hErsBlot bad."

Gabrielle’s right currently held the mug by the dign Her left hand came down to
Xena's calf and rested there. "Gods, since whemidtart drinking tea?"

"Now." The warrior had a grin and slid her left aamound her bard’s warm stomach.
"Gods, I'm not in the mood to do those stupid fiesatomorrow."

"I know." Xena drank a little more of her tea but the mug back down on the floor.
"They need to be done."

"Yeah | know." Gabrielle sighed. "Where we gointeahere?"
"To mother’s, | know she’s worried about us both."
"I love your mother." The bard started to giggghtly while drinking her tea.

"That’s because you both love to trade stories tayau" Xena was drinking her own
tea.

"Come on." The bard sighed contently. "You know j@te us talking about you."

Xena grunted quietly while drinking more tea. "Egpfy when | don’t know about
what."

Gabrielle laughed then settled her mug onto thar fld love hearing stories about
you." Her left hand started to idly run up and do¥ena’s calf. "Then there’'s my
family." The bard groaned.

"Ah, your parents just don't... take a liking to me."

"Xena?" Gabrielle shook her head. "You get moregdegythrown to you by my
parents then you do by your enemies."

The older woman chuckled and responded, "Nah."sgjfeed. "I can understand their
perspective. They think | stole their daughter.”



"Hardly." The bard huffed. "More like | forced mysen you."

"Gabrielle, ever hear of the expression it takes tovtango?"

Gabrielle chuckled, lifted her mug, answered "Yesil drank a little tea.
"You may have forced your friendship on me butd baagree to it."

"Yeah | guess." The bard’s mug came down againenghk kept idly running her
fingertips up and down her partner’s calf.

"You know I'm right."” Xena grinned and drank heat® the bottom.

The small woman chuckled to only shake Xena’s frdieah." She finished her tea
now and placed it beside Xena'’s. Gabrielle learedpietely back into Xena.

Xena smiled plus snaked her other arm around Qedsistomach. "Say if you had a
eighteen year old daughter and Joxer came alongy. ¥aughter found something
great about Joxer and snuck off to travel with him.

"Xena?"
"Yeah?"
"That’s not even funny."

The warrior started to laugh and dropped her hgathat her partner’s head. "Now
you understand.”

Gabrielle groaned. "You make us sound bad. Likérgaaibad warrior and... and |
have no sense of self respect.”

The tall woman sighed and raised her head backlupt a means of comparison.”

"That was wwway off comparison Xena." The small veonsighed and said, "My
parents just don’t take the time to understand iohy. S'hat’s all there is to it."

"They were better last time."

"Oh yeah, my father only threatened you to leave."
"Gabrielle, he was protecting what he thought was'y
"Exactly." Gabrielle groaned. "It doesn’t matteyamy."
Xena sighed a little. "It does."

"Yeah it does." The bard frowned. "Maybe they’lldenstand later on... time mellows
people out."

"Oh?"
Gabrielle quietly laughed. "Most people anyway."

The warrior grinned to herself.



"Xena?" The bard’s voice was coming out low.
"Yeah?"

"Does it..." Gabrielle sighed as she continued wehIkisured hand movement on
her warrior’s leg. "Does it bother you at all abthe# age difference between us?"

"No," was Xena’'s quick response. "Why?"

"I don’t know." The small woman was quiet for a mamh "I mean I’'m twenty-seven
years and you're thirty years..."

The warrior leaned her head forward. "And you’reking it sound like ten years
difference.”

The younger woman chuckled lightly. "True." Shegsuwhile a grin slipped across
her lips. "Besides, it's always me trying to kegpwith you."

Xena laughed and leaned back again. "You keepngg'fi
Gabrielle sighed contently. "Gee, thanks."

A knock came at the door. "Hey lass, its Joan."

The Queen sighed. "I'm coming Joan, give me a sec."

The warrior released her partner. "Hey Joan, yott came in with any dragons.”
She got a laugh from behind the door.

Gabrielle chuckled then got up to go to the doal @pen it. She leaned against the
doorway with a smile. "What's up Joan?"

Joan smiled warmly and took a deep breath. "Iz late to become an Amazon lass?"

The Amazon Queen'’s face brightened up. "No." Shgpd and pulled the Celtic in
for a huge hug. "This is great.”

The Celtic warrior laughed and hugged back. Shiegidack saying, "Thanks lass."
"What made you decide?"

"Um well lass..." Joan’s face was covered with shgn&Bwo things."

Gabrielle perked up an eyebrow in question.

The Celtic laughed with uncertainty. "Well one ‘sau want to start a new life here.
The other..." She sighed with a smile. "I met ongair Amazons here... Aster."

"Oooh." Gabrielle nodded. "l see." A grin spreatbas her lips. "She’s real nice."
"Uh huh." Joan smiled warmly. "So what do | haveltoto become a guid Amazon?"

"Well, you have to go through a ritual." The Quabanugged her shoulders. "Nothing
scary and Eph will get your prepared.” She learsak lagainst the doorway. "How
about doing it in two days?"



"Really lass?" Joan’s smile held glee. "That wdudguid lass."”

"Alright, I'll tell Eph and we’ll do it in two daysEph is going to need a little time to
prepare everything."

"This is extraordinary.” The Celt chuckled. "Okabetter leave. Thank you
Gabrielle."

"Thank you Joan." The bard smiled pleasantly. "&@bAster."

"l will." The Celtic was grinning. "Oh, does thisaan | get to do that Amazon
tradition with her?"

Gabrielle’s face was in bewilderment then she zedliwith a laugh. "Oh yeah, you
can as long as Aster agrees. | had to get Xengréz &

"l thought you and Xena only did it when you're ighunted.”

"Oh we do." Gabrielle was turning a bit red. "W\l see, we do this every night
because... because I'm a big baby."

"Right lass." Joan arched an eyebrow. "There’s sloimg you're neglecting to tell
me." She put her hands on her hips. "But I'm siliredtch soon."

The Queen dropped her head and looked up withha'tyliaybe Joan. It’s just a long
story."

"So I've been enlightened.” Joan evilly grinned.éN\. I'll let you two carry on with
your Amazon tradition."”

"Night Joan."

The Celtic smiled and started walking off. "Guidmidass." She disappeared in the
dark village.

Gabrielle groaned while leaning against the clasmat. "l do it to us."”
Xena had an amused expression.

"Don’t say a word." The bard chuckled and slowhpl¢d over to Xena.
"Not a word."

"Good." The small woman laid down into her partadaddy on her side. She rested
her head against her warrior’s chest. "She’s a ssee Joan."

"Yeah she is." Xena lifted Gabrielle more up in&y Brms. "Tired?"

"Mmm, yeah." The younger woman’s eyes slowly clos&ing to fall asleep on
you." She quietly laughed.

"In both ways." Xena grinned while lowering her dewn closer to Gabrielle’s.
"Xena, remember when you fought Draco in Amphipaligith the staffs?"

"Yeah, why?"



Gabrielle shrugged her shoulders. "Was just remimgs.. seemed like a long time
ago."

"It was." The warrior could feel her partner’s kireag easing. "What else you
thinking about?"

The bard shifted her head a little. "The time witl Titans." She chuckled. "I got us
in a real mess."

"Could have been worse... we made it through."

"Yeah." Gabrielle lips tugged with a smile. "Howoalb when we had to deal with
Garith?"

"Oh gods." The Warrior Princess sighed. "That wdaya"

"Just an average one." The bard tightened her arousd Xena'’s body. "l don't think
we teased each other more then on that day."

Xena laughed and kissed the top of her bard’s Hdade."
"Howard."

The older woman groaned quietly. "Bad memory."
Gabrielle chuckled faintly. "Xena?"

"Yeah?"

"You wouldn’t let me take the wooden horse."

The warrior tried to remember what she said afteyy.T'Nnno... | said you could
take it... you just had to pull it."

"Hades." Gabrielle went silent after that followgher breathing lightening.

Xena pressed her lips against Gabrielle’s head faboment and slowly stood up
lifting Gabrielle in her arms.

The bard’s eyes slowly opened with tiredness. Sined her body closer against the
warrior’s as she felt herself lifted in the air.

"Go to sleep," the warrior whispered.
The Queen faintly nodded then closed her eyes again

The tall woman carried her bard over to the beth wiarm eyes. She bent forward
and gently lowered Gabrielle into the bed. Xenat peMed the covers over the small
woman carefully. She walked over to the foot ofltked again to get the mugs and put
them in the washroom. After that she found heilsalfing against a windowsill
thinking.

Slowly green eyes opened to stare at the warrd@atk. Gabrielle studied her partner
in the faint moonlight. Silently she slipped outb&fd and came up behind Xena with
arms going around Xena’s waist. She leaned agtdnastarrior’s warm back.



"l thought you went to sleep."”

"l did for two seconds until my body realized yoenen't there." The bard kissed the
warrior’s back. "What you thinking about?"

"About us." Xena’s eyes stayed pinned on the oatsidrld.
"Yeah?" Gabrielle’s arms tightened.
"Just worried something will go wrong." The warrgghed. "Getting paranoid.”

The bard sighed for a second. "It won't be perfeotmething is bound to happen
bad." She paused for a moment. "But we’ll get tigtothat stuff... we always do even
when we were friends."

"Yeah." Xena slowly turned in Gabrielle’s arms. Siteced her hands on her bard’s
upper arms.

"Besides." Gabrielle looked up with a smile. "As keep going we’ll... understand
each other more and more." Her face was a litti@s® "Our friendship is strong...
so will our love relationship."”

Xena smiled warmly and lowered her head to rulcheek against Gabrielle’s.
"Thank you," she whispered.

"No problem."” The bard sighed happily. "We're petfr each other."
The warrior quietly chuckled. "That's what mothards"

"Your mom knows?"

"She figured it out.” Xena kissed Gabrielle’s cheek

The small woman was now giggling. "You're mom i©dd

"Uh huh." Xena lifted her head back up with a gkier hands came down to
Gabrielle’s waist. "Let’s get some sleep."

"Yeah." That tired look came over the younger woragain. "l love you Xena."

The warrior smiled with such warmth that it lit Hace. "l love you with my soul
Gabrielle."

Gabrielle fell into the words as her heart pounddhout warning, she jumped to
wrap her legs around Xena'’s waist while her harasecbehind Xena’s head to force
a kiss on.

Xena’'s natural instinct was holding Gabrielle wathe arm around the back and the
other under Gabrielle supporting her. The warriaswissing back just as strongly.

The bard pulled back with dark eyes. "Say thosedarords and you'll drive me
crazy."

The tall woman grinned and lightly kissed Gabri€lMdot yet."

"I know." Gabrielle suddenly felt the warrior shiffer body to carry her again. "You



like doing that.”

The older female laughed and carried her partnéreded. She lay Gabrielle down
with her cat grin. "So it takes the right words?"

The bard arched an eyebrow. "Words... or looks."
"Touch?" Xena began to crawl onto the bed towastgphartner.

Gabrielle was sitting on her knees with her haredsimg in her lap. "Depends." Now
her face was covered with an evil grin.

"Oh?" The warrior’'s eyes narrowed as they begdwittkle. She came right up to
Gabrielle then placed her right hand to the basitles. Her lips brushed along
Gabrielle’s collarbone. "Does it really depend?"

The small woman shivered and frantically graspedaXehands on her waist. "What
happened to the not yet?"

Xena held her best friend’s hands tightly. "Itdl sidt yet... just playtime." Her lips
were grazing along Gabrielle’s neck.

Gabrielle whined and whispered, "Xena, | want you."

"I know." The warrior lifted her head and despdsekéssed her partner. When she
pulled back she had a grin but her eyes were seridund | want you." Her arms
went behind Gabrielle’s back with the small hari@sit it's not the right time."

The bard whimpered "Gods... when?"

Xena chuckled and placed a feather kiss on hetdaetk. "We’'ll know." She
brought her arms forward again and lowered Gabraiito her back. "Let me show
you something."

Gabrielle nodded while her eyes shut. Her heartpeamding while her chest rose
heavily.

The warrior shifted to straddle her partner’'s hiplse leaned forward to capture
Gabrielle’s lips again as she kissed the barddrgelhands came down to untie
Gabrielle’s top. When she pulled back she had drgawx on her lips. "Trust me?"
She knew Gabrielle had never been in a relationshtlpanother woman. So there
were things the bard lacked experience in.

"Yes." The bard’'s eyes open gradually and shes#b take Xena’s lips.

The older woman smiled into the kiss while pullthg top off Gabrielle’s body. It
was soon on the floor.

Gabrielle lay back down and felt herself turninopfiy red because she was still
getting use to exposing her body to the warrior.

Xena grinned and leaned back down. "You're bealutifu

The bard didn’t know what to say she simple nodaé&ddid whisper, "But nothing
like you."



The warrior quickly kissed her friend from the weréier hands came down to the
skirt and she began to slip them off. Xena pulladiifrom the kiss and sat back to
completely take the skirt off.

Gabrielle’s body was extremely hot and only enfldménerever Xena’s skin went.
"Xena, | want to feel all of your body."

The tall woman nodded. She shifted out of her kathnd threw them on top of
Gabrielle’s clothes. She brought her body back dawth her bare skin pressing
against Gabrielle’s.

The bard groaned as Xena’s breasts pressed intmnmer'Xena."
"Ssh." Xena grinned and brought her hands to hef'daides. "You'll love this."
The Amazon Queen chuckled. "I can only imagine."

"Then stop and feel it now." Xena kissed Gabriglieckly then moved her body
down. Her lips soon came to Gabrielle’s center.

The small woman lifted her head up to see Xena'stmoome over her center. "Oh
gods." Her eyes rammed shut and her breathing dickhigher.

The warrior carefully began to suck her bard’s eenthile holding her.
The younger woman’s head dropped down and she rdaeeply.

Xena continued sucking for a few seconds but ewadigtslipped her tongue out. Her
tongue went directly between Gabrielle’s folds.

Gabrielle was breathing rapidly. With natural instishe arched her back. "Xena."
Her voice was loud.

Xena grinned while she kept working Gabrielle wnaall release.

The small woman felt her body built up and she dikimow how to stop it. So she
went with it.

The warrior carefully slipped her tongue insideSafbrielle knowing that would take
Gabirielle.

The bard’s body exploded with warmth and she artieedack high and screamed,
"Xena!"

The older woman slowly slipped her tongue out astéred to Gabrielle’s heaving
breathing. She brought her body up to Gabriella® r@sted on her side to study the
bard.

Gabrielle’s eyes drifted open and they were unfedusWhat... was that?"

Xena chuckled and brought her right hand over sbea the bard’s stomach. "A
small release."”

"That was small?" The younger woman glanced ugetghrtner. "Small?"



"Yeah." The watrrior grinned.

"Gods... how am | going to make it through the whbiaeg when | almost died from
this?"

The tall warrior chuckled and idly moved her hapdamd down Gabrielle’s stomach.
"Trust me, your body can handle a lot."

"Good." Gabrielle paused to breathe. "This is défe then with a guy.”
"It real is." Xena moved her head in agreement.d@difference?"

The small woman didn’t respond right away and yedil a comparison. "Yes." Her
eyes lifted to Xena. "So much more depth to evamgthl'he touches, emotions and...
looks. It's amazing."

"Good." The older woman leaned forward to kiss @Gxler.

The bard moaned at tasting herself. It only madealaepen the kiss to slip her tongue
into the warrior’'s mouth.

When Xena pulled back she chuckled and grinnedke"that huh?"
"Yeah." Gabrielle grinned. "Really like that."

"So do I." Again the warrior came down to kiss Gelbe lovingly. She slowly pulled
back with warm eyes. "Let’s get some sleep."

The bard nodded. "Sort of forgot about that." Gallichuckled and felt her partner
grab her and lift her on top. Gabrielle sighed eatly at settling on Xena'’s body. "I
love sleeping here... why didn’t | do it sooner?"

Xena laughed and encircled her partner. "I dondviri

"To scared," The bard said. She slipped her hatwidesm her body and Xena’s.
Slowly her touch moved down the warrior's smootimsch.

"Gabrielle." Warning from the watrrior.
"Sorry... it's just | love feeling you."
"I know," the warrior ushered. She felt her pulsgkimg up. "You're causing trouble."

The bard lifted her head up while pulling her ha@aadk out. "Difference between
trouble and play?"

"Oh yeah." Xena chuckled and lifted her head ts Kdsbrielle. "Get some sleep
huh?"

"Yeah." The Queen dropped her head back down arsgédlher eyes. "Thanks Xena."
The warrior grinned and responded, "Thank you."
Gabrielle lifted her head with confused eyes.

A warm smile was covering Xena's lips. Her eyeskgpeverything.



The smaller woman easily understood and scoutdteupartner’'s body some so that
now her head rested under Xena'’s head. "l love'you.

"l love you too Gabrielle."
~*Part 9*~

Gabrielle slipped out of her warrior’'s arms in tely dawn. She held back her yawn
that wanted to come. She wanted to be up earlganthe treaties done faster. Then
that would allow her to spend more time with Xeims she figured her best friend
didn’t want to sit through the treaty work.

She walked over to her clothes that had Xena'siégzaton top. She lifted the
warrior’s leather and it made her chuckle quidtgr senses filled with the leather’s
scent that reminded her of Xena. She loved theXema’'s scent was a mix of leather
and spice. She gingerly placed the warrior’s leatiba the bed and took her own
clothes. Turning away from the bed, Gabrielle gigppn her skirt then adjusted it.
Without hearing or seeing, she felt warm arms canoend her breasts. Gabrielle
moaned silently and leaned back into a warm body.

"You're up early."

"I know." Gabrielle’s eyes gradually shut. She ¥#na’s warm stomach and breasts
press into her back. "Oh gods."

Xena lowered her head close to Gabrielle’s. "Depeandthe touch still?"
"No." The bard sighed deeply. "I wish | could dipepr into you."

"Only if | could into you." The warrior grazed higss over the back of her partner’'s
neck.

The Amazon Queen shuddered. "l can’t do this, gg#tahose stupid treaties done."
She turned in her warrior’'s arms. "I'd rather stigiyt here."

"I know." Xena’s chin lowered down on top of herdva head. "I'll come with you."

Gabrielle peered up to her partner. "Xena, no.gsg to be really boring. Two of us
don’t have to go through the insanity."

The warrior chuckled and smiled. "I'll be fine. B#ss maybe I'll be able to help with
the boredom and... make the time go by faster.”

The Queen grinned. "Or really distract me."

"That too." Xena now had an evil smile. "Good titndearn how to put space
between each other."

The small woman corked an eyebrow. "Yeah right."
"l can at least help with the treaties."
"That’s true." The small woman kissed her frienchgst. "You sure?"

"Definitely." Xena released Gabrielle.



The bard still had her green top and she reachedtowget Xena'’s leathers. She
tossed them to her warrior and grinned. Walkingsb# slipped into her green top and
into the washroom.

Xena slowly raised an eyebrow as her eyes stayete@dion her bard. She sighed
contently and began to put her leathers on.

Gabrielle soon came out of the washroom with hegbdaintly wet from water. She
strolled over to her boots to put them on.

The warrior was finishing with her armor after tikatne her weapons since she
already had her boots on. She walked over to thieawd grabbed Gabrielle’s staff,
turned towards her partner, and leaned against#fie "Do | look like you?"

Gabrielle lifted her eyes as she sat on the edgjeedbed. "No, you're to tall."
"Just to tall?" Xena bent her knees to look shorter
The bard chuckled lightly. "To dark."

"Hades." The watrrior grinned. "Can’t fix that." Te®od up fully and still leaned
against the staff. "This is how | know you're piagspatiences."

"Because | lean against my staff?" Gabrielle stood

"Normally, yes." Xena grinned. "Or you're bored."”

The bard chuckled. "Definitely when I'm bored oeeawired."

"No no." The warrior dropped her head against ta.sNow this is tired."

Gabrielle laughed and strolled up to her partnke [@ut her hands on her hips. "What
| look like in my fighting stance?"

"First you..." Xena twirled the staff once. "Twirl'itShe brought her right foot
forward with her left back. "Footing." She thendd the staff so that the right side
was a little higher then the left. "Staff." Sheghlly bent her knees. "Bend the knees."
She grinned a little. "Then you get this lopsided ¢can’'t do."

"I don't have a lopsided grin."

"Yes you do." Xena evilly grinned. "Not at first toafter you got use to your staff you
did."

"You're kidding me?"

"Nope." The warrior then shifted her stance to dpier left foot forward and her right
back. Now the staff was just in Xena’s right hand anoved her arm back with the
staff going up and down the length of her arm. ld&rarm however came forward
and she bent her knees a little more. "This isthace you use when you've taken
your enemies down. Then you have a huge satisfieleé ®n your face." She was stiff
in her stance

"Xena, do you always watch me?"



Xena grinned and rapidly brought the staff forwerdpin it. She slammed the butt
end in front of Gabrielle and locked eyes with best friend. "Always, like you do
with me." She winked.

Gabrielle raised an eyebrow, with a blush she reddébrward to take her staff.
"Right, you caught me."

"How couldn’t | notice hot green eyes on me?" Tranwor’'s eyes twinkled then she
spun around on her heels to open the door andtgo ou

The bard mumbled to herself, "Hot green eyes?"sBloek her head with a chuckle.
"I like that." She headed out of the hut closing tloor behind.

~Fk ko

Gabrielle dropped her head back over the chaistaiing to the non-stop yammering
of Ephiny.

"Gabrielle, | knew you could talk but Ephiny gods."

Ephiny stopped in mid-sentence and glared at theigvdrincess. "Well what's your
idea Xena?"

Xena evilly grinned and leaned towards the redétdw about you let Gabrielle and |
take care of the treaties on our own?"

The Amazon glanced over at her Queen whom wastiptieoking at Xena. "You
two would never get them done."

Gabrielle quickly turned her head to her regente"pou trying to say something?"

"I'm saying you two will distract each other likeazy." Ephiny sat back in her seat
with a smirk and crossed her arms against her chest

"Really?" The bard narrowed her eyes. "Alright, Nveiake a deal.”
Ephiny laughed and brightened up. "What's the bet?"
Xena inwardly groaned. Not good.

Gabrielle evilly grinned. "If Xena and | get theseaties done by sunset... you and
Solari have to stay away from each other for... tagpsd'

"And if you and Xena don’t, the next two days you &ena have to stay away from
each other. And | mean sleep in separate huts."

"Alright, deal." Gabrielle held her hand out.
"Wait, Xena you agree?" The regent glanced ovénegaovarrior.

The Warrior Princess’s lips spread into a devigisin. "Definitely." She knew that
these treaties would be a breeze knowing they sa@resthing she’'d done in her past.

"Great." Ephiny took her Queen’s hand and shookel\his will give me time to
prepare Joan’s ritual. Later ladies." The Amazoodtand sauntered out the door.



Gabrielle turned her head to her warrior. "Two daythout you... a candlemark is
getting hard enough."”

Xena chuckled then shifted her gazed to the taliletive treaties. "Don’t worry.
Treaties are easy."”

"One of your many skills?"

The older woman chuckled. "Sort of." She stood lug ptepped towards the desk.
She opened up one treaty.

Gabrielle stood up next to her partner. "Let'sthese done. Think we can focus?"
"Sure." Xena lifted her eyes up. "Let’s just ba@@s.” Her eyes were already stoic.

The Queen nodded and lowered her eyes to thescsble placed her right hand on
the table. "We better skim over these."

"Yeah." The tall woman’s eyes averted to the sagélin. She felt herself begin to
focus on the project at hand.

~Fk ko

"No, Neapolis is cheating the Amazons out of footkha straightened up. "Just
make the amount double."

"Xena, that’s a lot." Gabrielle glanced up. "You&erious?"

"Yes." The warrior nodded with her attention on tteaty between the Amazons and
city of Neapolis. "They won't refuse the treatyrbmise.” Her eyes went to Gabrielle.
"They get loads of food from trade... victories ahéit local villages. They're
suckering the Amazons." She huffed while lookinghattreaty. "I can’t believe
Melosa didn’t know."

Gabrielle glanced at the scroll. "What about thegition date on the treaty?"
"Knock it up five years." Xena shrugged.

"They won’t notice huh?" The bard leaned forwardtart scratching in the new
numbers for the treaty to be written with.

"They will for a second but just sign anyway. Thewe two many treaties coming in
from around the world. They won’'t make a huge hassl

"I know Neapolis is a huge port." The Queen stoacklup with scroll rolling it up.

"Yeah." The warrior bent forward filtering througjine scrolls noticing there were ten
left. "Not bad."

Gabrielle moved her head in agreement. "We’'re dgmag.” She placed the scroll
down on the desk and grabbed another one.

Xena kept staring at the scrolls but shifted hgintrhand to graze over her best
friend’s left arm.



The small woman quickly turned her head to Xena.
A grin crept along Xena’s lips and she turned heaxchto Gabrielle. "Distraction?"
The Queen chuckled. "Nothing | can’t handle.”

"Oh... okay." The Warrior Princess was evilly smilifoy a second then it
disappeared without a trace.

Gabrielle felt her stomach turn knowing her warmas up to something. She turned
her head away and she began to read the next.tHatyarms crossed against her
chest.

The older woman read a little ways but shifted bdiabrielle and snaked her arms
around Gabrielle’s waist.

"Xena?"
"Try to read the rest of it," the warrior urged.

Gabrielle took a shaky breath however continuethsking along the treaty. When
she was done she leaned back into her partner.

"Done?" Xena lowered her chin on her bard’s head.

"Yeah."

"Let’s take a break huh? Go for a walk or something

Gabrielle quietly laughed. "I did that last timeddnok what happened.”

The Warrior Princess grinned. "Don’t worry, youithve your warrior with you."
"Now that’s true." The bard smiled and brought h@nd up to lower Xena'’s head.
The tall woman sealed her lips with Gabrielle’s.

After the sensual kiss the pair left the hut tocheat of the village. Gabrielle leaving
her staff behind figuring she didn’t need it.

Xena walked close to her partner as they went deefhe woods.

The smaller woman reached over with her right argtab her warrior’'s hand.
The older woman quickly looked over with surprise.

Gabrielle smiled warmly up and squeezed Xena’'s hand

A loving smile eased across the warrior’s lips.

The pair both looked ahead again while silentlykiveg together.

The warrior slowed down. "Let’s sit down for a sedd

"Sure." The bard followed her partner to a hugéroc



Xena sat down with a sigh.
Gabrielle sat beside Xena while holding the lalgard.

The warrior brought her free hand to Gabrielle’sand tilted her head back to
lower her lips.

The bard moan into her friend’s mouth. When the kisded her eyes went to a forest
green. "Xena?"

"Yeah?" Xena'’s fingertips were brushing over theben woman’s lips.
"l want to do to you what you did to me last night.

The warrior grinned a little. "Your patrol Amazowdl hear me."
"Then you'll just have to be quiet.”

Xena evilly grinned. "I guess so." Her head cameeloand she whispered, "I'm all
yours."

"Good." Gabrielle passionately kissed Xena thendtap. She released Xena’s hand
carefully.

The older woman’s hands moved to go to her knees.

The bard kneeled down and placed her hands tadas sf Xena’s knees. She pushed
them open.

Xena easily followed through by widening her leggio.

Gabrielle leaned forward then brought her rightchap to the warrior’s lower
stomach. She gave another small push for her todaek.

The warrior compiled by leaning back and thankfiiy back hit a tree. Now the
anticipation kicked in strongly for her.

The Amazon Queen had moved the leather skirt pardfothe way. She leaned in
more and brought her mouth directly to Xena’s cerer hands lay resting on
Xena's leather clad stomach.

Xena sucked in her breath. Her eyes closed.

Gabrielle carefully sucked on the warrior’s cersidi trying to plot out a mental plan.
Yet she gave up on a plan and went with pure iostiirying to do what she knew
would feel good to her. So that led to her tongumiag out and slipping between
Xena'’s folds to find the incredible moisture.

The warrior's head dropped back against the ti@abtielle,” she whispered in a plea.

The small woman grinned at the effect. This ledtbegue to sliding up and down
between her warrior’s folds. She brought her torgaek in and started sucking on
Xena's center again.

Xena'’s hands fisted up feeling her body about lease from the small climax but she



knew the end result would leave her dying for ot her breathing was already
picking up heavily including her leathers stickiogher skin.

Gabrielle slightly nipped her partner’s center #mdisted her tongue between the
folds and into Xena. She felt the warrior's bodywalsed and she knew.

Xena's eyes were tightly closed, her teeth clangted to hold back the scream that
want freedom.

Gabrielle quickly moved to help her partner. Shygpsld her tongue out, stood up and
straddled Xena at the hips. She leaned in to takevhrrior’s lips. And she felt the
warrior’s scream fill her mouth.

The taller woman pulled back and struggled to w@aShe opened her hazy blue
eyes.

"Breather huh?" Gabrielle had a grin.

The warrior nodded and kept her eyes closed withhbavy breathing. Slowly she
brought her arms around Gabrielle.

The bard rested her head down on the warrior’'stchésu’'re okay?"
"Oh yeah." Xena smiled and opened her eyes. "Thatperfect.”

"Good." That same smile was caught on the barpé bhe pressed her body against
her warrior’s.

"Come here." The older woman brought her right hamdier Gabrielle’s chin to lift
her head. Xena claimed the smaller woman'’s lipstastdd her essence in the bard’s
mouth.

Gabrielle pulled back with warm eyes.
Xena'’s hand caressed her partner’s cheek. "Lik&'tha

"Loved it." The younger woman'’s expression waslgwatossed by a grin. She went
serious though. "Why is this so different?"

"In what aspect?" Xena’'s hand moved to brush beatri@lle’s hair.

"I don’t know really." Gabrielle shook her head kwitonfusion. "Everything is so
intense. Has it every been like this for you?"

"No." The Warrior Princess was smiling with lovedbn’t recall ever wanting
somebody so strongly. Let alone needing them."

"Yeah, | agree on that one." Gabrielle chuckled leaded forward to kiss her warrior.
Xena’s right hand came up behind the bard’s healképen the kiss.

The Amazon Queen whined quietly as she felt heguerpass over Xena’s. She just
loved this. Soon she her hands resting against’¥éneastplates. When the kiss
ended, she began another with her head movingeatbttry take Xena.

The warrior’s left hand was moving to her bardiesio hold her. She finished the



kiss to breathe and she grinned up to Gabriellgjol{ing this?"
"Nah, loved it." Gabrielle’s eyes sparkled. "We glioget back huh?"

"Should." The tall woman watched as Gabrielle saklup. So she did the same but
still had the smaller woman in her lap. "One more."

"Definitely." Gabrielle’s right hand was going thugh the back of Xena'’s hair while
she leaned into kiss the warrior. Her left hand €aown to search out Xena'’s right
hand and lace their hands together.
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The bard leaned forward to scratch something dawtie scroll with her quill. She
leaned back into warm leathers and brass armor.

"What you think about this part here?" Xena leafoediard to pull her right hand
away from her partner’s stomach to point at a spahe scroll. However her left arm
stayed around the bard.

Gabrielle glanced down and read the small sectidheotreaty. "You mean the
agreement on protection?"

"Yess." Xena shook her head and brought her arrk &@zind Gabrielle’s waist.
"That ridiculous that more Amazons are demandethétp and not the same amount
of Athenians."

"Xena, this is the Athenian League here."
Xena huffed. "Exactly, they can send more soldigtee Amazons are ever in need."
"You're serious." Gabrielle gazed up to her partner

"Very." Stoic blue eyes lowered to Gabrielle. "I'neet the general of the League.
He’s a good man and will understand the increase.”

The Amazon Queen turned her head back to the tréaty just me or did Melosa do
a bad job with these treaties?"

"Probably wasn't her area."” The warrior sighed.siles, the Amazons were to busy
fighting with the centaurs."

Gabrielle nodded and leaned forward to write the amount. "l think everything
else looks fine."

Xena moved her head in agreement. "Yeah, that satvér

The door to Ephiny’s hut swung open and the regamte in. She glanced over to the
pair and her eyes bugged out. "You two are done?"

"Yup." Gabrielle smirked and rolled up the Athenlagague treaty while standing in
Xena’'s arms. She didn’t look to the regent unté §hished rolling the scroll up.
"Amazing huh?" She leaned back into her watrrior.

Ephiny narrowed her eyes. "l can't believe it." hands went to her hips.



The Queen dropped the scroll to the desk. "Cheelstholls yourself Eph." A smug
looked went over her expression.

The Amazon huffed. "l believe you. | just can’tiegk you could get it done." She
paused. "And even when you're both... both like th@he held her hand out and
shook her head. "Great, Solari is going to kill 'hi&gphiny came over to her desk and
opened a drawer to pull out a scroll. She glangetbuhe pair. "I'll get the treaties
rewritten by tomorrow." Straightening up she walked of the hut in a huff.

"Think we should really make them do it?" Gabrigikered up to her best friend.
"The bet?"

"Nah." Xena grinned. "I'm satisfied just winningshe chuckled. "We’'ll just rub it
into her face once more."

Gabrielle snickered. "You're bad." She droppedhesad back into Xena'’s chest.
"Thank you." She smiled up to her warrior.

The tall woman smiled right back. "No problem."
"You know, you help me to much."
Xena grinned and brought her head down lower. "$hmcause | love to."

The bard’s hand came up to brush against the waraom. "l know... it'’s just after
everything."

Xena knew what the ‘everything’ meant, which onlgde her tighten her arms.
"Gabirielle, it's all over with."

"Yeah but not the memory... the pain.”" The young worsiaook her head. "l look
back on it all and feel like such an idiot. | rusheur friendship, our dreams, got
people killed, and hurt you."

Xena slowly turned around Gabrielle. "I told youl@elle, it takes two." Her eyes
held her worry and desperation to help Gabrielldidn’t have to go fight Caesar."

Gabrielle shook her head. "l wanted you to stop.'hihe ran her right hand through
her hair. "l let Hope live."

"Only because | pressured you instead of talkingpta"

"Yeah but | trusted Kraftstar instead of you."

"Because | let you trust him."

"But | got Solan killed."

"No Hope did and | never supported you Gabrielle."

Gabrielle dropped her head against Xena’s chebettayed you."

"And | betrayed you Gabrielle." Xena lifted her fper’s head up. "l would have
killed myself if you drank that poison.”



The bard’s eyes furrowed together. "You saw?"
"l was there, yes."

Gabrielle’s eyes lowered as she tried to thinkidh’t know why | didn’t drink the

poison. | wanted to end everything." She sighethitik what kept me going was |
thought I should be tortured for what | did. Byystgy alive I'd feel that pain.” Her
eyes lifted up. "Didn’t let myself even dare hopedur friendship to come back."

Xena studied her partner’'s eyes before saying anmgyithit took me awhile before |
realized it wasn’t your fault for Solan’s deathiieSpaused. "At first | was angry at
you for that but what | was truly angry about wasig you."

"What?" The bard shook her head.

"I know, it sounds weird." The warrior paused. ‘dsvangry | lost you plus it felt like
you took our friendship away when it was me. | \aagry at you, myself, and Hope
but | piled it all on you."

Gabrielle nodded slowly and closed her eyes agasha dropped her head on Xena’s
chest. "I thank Solan each living second for IdusHer eyes opened again as she
gazed up to Xena. "And apologize for getting hitkeki. He had his whole life ahead
and you as his mother."”

"Gabrielle." Xena knelt down now with her handsdiog Gabrielle’s arms. "Listen to
me, Hope robbed him, not you."

"She was my child.” The bard started to cry andisbked away. "Hades, she looked
exactly like me."

"That was Dahak’s child." Xena grasped her partneands. "Dahak used you and
used us." She started to feel her past angry mgphip. But not anger at Gabrielle but
at Dahak for doing this to them.

Gabrielle still didn’t look to her partner while hgears came down. All she could do
was remember when Dahak raped her in the tempianie back strongly and caused
her to shut her eyes tightly.

"Gabrielle, I'd give anything, anything to be albdego back and save you from it all.”
Xena squeezed Gabrielle’s hands. "l wouldn’t chrteciost my life, my soul, or our
relationship, I'd just want to see you happy andendwurt.”

"l wouldn’t want you to." Gabrielle turned her heaakck to reveal her red eyes. "l
want to be happy yes but I'll go through the péim meant having you in any
fashion." She paused. "You are what makes me haBpgdenly her grip on Xena’s
hands was powerful making her hands white as XetRlease Xena, | only want
you. | can’t lose you... never."

"I know, | know." Xena smiled sadly. "I'm not goiramywhere, inside of you is home
for me."

Gabrielle released her warrior's hands and movedria powerful hug.

The warrior stayed kneeling as she held the smalbenan.



Both women had their heads buried into each otmatks with emotions rolling out
in forms of tears. The past can hurt at times @maesimes the past can loose its
power over people.
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Xena slowly walked out of the stable after feedieg mare a few apples. As soon as
she came out she spotted her partner talking toetient. Turning her head to the
right she saw Solari come walking and it made a gpread across her lips. The
warrior walked out into the open more and closeg#abrielle with Ephiny.

Ephiny lowered her eyes to Gabrielle. "She’s confing
"Xena is here?"

The regent nodded. "She’s right behind you."
Gabrielle grinned. "Ready?"

"Yeah, I'm going to get beaten for this." Ephinyuckled while placing her right hand
on Gabrielle’s side.

Solari smiled to Xena. "Hey Xena."

"Hey Solari." The warrior’s eyes flickered to Gadle then back to Solari. "Wanna
find out who Gabrielle is going out with?" She nedder head towards the regent
and Queen.

The second in command turned her head to the aigthsaw her lover holding
Gabrielle. She narrowed her eyes. "l don’t think so

"She’s looking at us." Ephiny sighed and leanetbwmards Gabrielle.
The bard closed her eyes slowly at feeling her Aonaxzlips take hers.

Xena narrowed her eyes and sucked in a breathmideth clamped shut tight while
she watched Ephiny kiss her bard.

"She’s dead," Solari growled. She went stompingatas her regent. "Ephiny?" she
yelled.

"Later Eph." Gabrielle winked then quickly strolletf to catch up to her partner. She
came up to Xena with a chuckle at hearing SolécittaEphiny.

Xena grinned while turning to walk off with her pagr. "You’'ll hear about it later."
"I know." Gabrielle sighed. "Getting out of hereilgh can.”

The warrior nodded and lifted her left hand to Gelle’'s back.

"Xena?"

"Mmm?"

"I'll tell you one thing." The bard glanced up wiéim evil grin. "Eph does not know



how to kiss."

The tall woman quickly looked down with a partiatligocked expression. But slowly
a grin crossed her lips. "She’s only bad becausehgve the best.”

"Now that'’s true." Gabrielle winked up to her b&stnd.
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"What?!" Solari’'s arms crossed against her chégtld on, explain to me why you
and | have to be separated for two days?"

Ephiny scratched the back of her neck. "It's... caogtéd Solari.”

The second in command stepped towards her redekayfirst | caught you kissing
Gabrielle and now you're telling me you made aviagh somebodynd you lost so
we have to be separated for two days." She narrbmedyes. "What's going on?"

"Solari."

Solari felt two strong hands grab her shoulders. i8ombled, "Not again." She
whirled around saying, "Gabrielle-Gab..." A sheestfile came over her lips when
she noticed it wasn't the bard. "Hi Xena." Her eyesered to the right to see her
Queen with a smirk.

Xena'’s hands dropped. "We have some good news."
Ephiny arched an eyebrow. "This will be good." Stepped closer to Solari.
Gabrielle took a step closer to Xena. "The beffi§ o

The second in command turned her head towards £phou made a bet with
them?"

The regent gave a shy smile. "Yeah."

Solari sighed and stomped off.

Ephiny sighed in the middle of the food hut. "Tisis't good."
"She’ll stay mad at you for awhile?" Gabrielle wasrried now.

"Nah." The Amazon shrugged her shoulders. "I t@dyou and | weren'’t really going
out."

"Good." Gabrielle nodded.

Xena glanced at Gabrielle.

The bard looked up and read her friend’s eyes lprmodded in understanding.
The warrior smiled and ambled off in the food hut.

"What just happened there?" Ephiny had a confusekl |

The Queen gazed back to her regent. "What?"



Ephiny opened her mouth for a second, closed @neg again, closed it again and
shook her head. "Never mind." She chuckled.

"How’s it going with getting Joan ready for theuat?"

"Perfect." Ephiny smiled and crossed her arms agaier chest. "Her sword is ready
and we’re getting a mask prepared now."

"What about leathers and feathers?" Gabrielle gdnn

The regent chuckled and answered, "She wants o eeleathers so we’re going to
give her some feathers."

Gabrielle nodded seriously. "Good. So the rituabreorrow night?"

"Yes." Ephiny went serious herself. "And you're ggito do the ritual. I'll brief you
and make sure to wear your Amazon leathers."

"Sure, | know." The Queen chuckled and sighed. ‘#4awu seen Ep? | haven't and |
need to make sure she doesn’t jump Xena."

"l did earlier." Ephiny turned her head to scanftia hut. A grin spread across her
lips. "I'd say that's Ep there."

Gabrielle looked to her right to see Eponin datglder left ankle by Xena’s hand.
"Right." She ran her tongue along her molars.hése any sort of penalty | can give
Ep for harassing a guest?"

"Definitely." Ephiny grinned. "Teach her a lessoo.t

"I think I might." Gabrielle slowly strolled up taavds her partner holding Eponin.
Her hard green eyes lifted to Xena. "Drop her @éas

Xena simply nodded and just let go of Eponin. Hands crossed against her chest
with a smirk forming. She knew her partner was abounflict something on the
weapons master.

The Queen took a step closer to the weapons malsten was on her butt glaring.
"Eponin, try to jump the Nation’s guest?"

Eponin’s eyes widen. "I... it was a bet. You knowttGabrielle."

Gabrielle crossed her arms against her chest.n't dare. Next time you make a bet
make sure it does not include any guests of thehatShe bent down to one knee to
lean towards Eponin. "Nor my... best friend. Two weekpatrol duty Ep." Gabrielle
stood back up.

Eponin grumbled and slowly stood up. "Servers mhbtri She faced the poised
Warrior Princess. "Sorry Xena." She held out hghtrarm.

A fine smile creased the warrior’s lips and shektthe offered arm. "It’s alright.
Amazons make to many bets."

"Tell me about it." Eponin chuckled still had hemike. "Check you later." She
strolled off in the hut.



Gabrielle came up to her partner. "Sorry."

The older woman smiled down at Gabrielle. "Not yfawit." Her left hand came up
to the bard’'s shoulder. "Let's get something tq Bau starved.”

"Amen to that." The bard laughed.
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Gabrielle’s eyes flew open while her heart poun@ e found herself extremely
warm, practically on the brink of sweating. Cargfishe slipped out of Xena’'s arms
then she was off the bed. With a deep breath, slterher way to the saddlebag. Her
mouth was increasingly dry. So reaching down sheaeted a water skin and had a
few sips. After the re-corked skin was in the salldh, she was making her way to
the window.

The bard’s arms crossed against her chest as akg Isteath escaped her lips. She
stared out into the night of village. It was overeie candlemarks since her and Xena
had gone to bed. Her head was still a bit fuzzgnftbe effects the dream had on her
body and mind.

Xena silently moved through the room to stand kbl partner. She just reappeared
out of the darkness in only her leathers. "Dream?"

Gabrielle nodded. "Yeah." She ran her hand thrdweghhair. "Hate dreams anymore."
"What was it about?" The warrior kept her gazehtodutside world.

"About me, being perfect enough for my family." Tiberrd sighed and dropped her
head. "l don’'t remember much." She lifted her ayesgain. "But | remember at the
end of the dream | had to prove my beauty to fatinerLila." She paused while still
trying to recall the dream. "I had on this navk sitess with white flowers all over,
really pretty. And | came walking out over this gmnegrass in front of father and Lila
trying to look beautiful. That's when | woke up.h&shook her head again. "I hate
how mom and dad would always make me feel likedl togprove myself to them. By
the way | dress, act, look, what | do... did you dvave that?" Gabrielle peered up to
Xena.

"Yeah." Xena gave her attention to her partnerpé€slly when | was younger. Toris
every now and again would get angry with me. Heydd hurt me back by saying |
was to masculine. Girls shouldn’t have so mucmstite ride, know how to use a
sword, or fight." She laughed low in sadness. "Farould get so angry he’'d just by
the end call me a freak of nature." She shruggeghmmulders. "Fortunately Lyceus
was always there to comfort me but eventually | Mot even go to Lyceus for

help." Her eyes went back to the scene outsidetliBtoshe never had time for any of
us, so none of us got attention. I'd get so despdoa her attention at times that |
tried proving myself to her. Yet she’d never notice

The younger woman shifted closer to her warrioe Blaced her right arm around
Xena'’s waist. "l like you with the masculine sidat’s not even that."

Xena's left arm came over Gabrielle’s shouldere §azed down with confusion in
her eyes.



Gabrielle smiled with her explanation coming odtotis was talking... shmack."
The warrior chuckled with her partner.

The bard went serious again. "You're not masculMai're just powerful." Gabrielle
shrugged her shoulders. "Powerful... strong whicH tgpical of women." She
grinned a little with a roll of her eyes. "Typidaing washing clothes and cooking."
Her grinned disappeared. "You're a warrior." Shdeanwarmly. "And to me you're
perfect. A perfect contrast physically with muscesl smooth skin. And perfect
mental contrast of being powerful but passionasedm" Gabrielle chuckled a little.
"Wish | could have been there when Toris said thbsegs to you. Would have loved
to yell at him for it. But who wouldn’t be jealooser perfection.”

Xena quietly laughed. "You're bad."” Then a warmlsmased its way across Xena's
lips. "Thank you." She paused while collecting therughts knowing she was never
good at this thing. "Only you Gabrielle, will | haaccept everything about me."

"Like | said." Gabrielle smiled confidently. "Becsail’'m madly in-love with you,
everything about you. Dark, light, and in betwekked'

The warrior leaned over to kiss her best frieng/\gemtly. "Thank you." Her smile
went a little sad. "What about your family?"

The small woman shrugged her shoulders. "I'll nevierthem over.” Gabrielle

sighed sadly. "I think it's gone from bad to wossece | left with you." Her eyes
blurred out while she talked. "Now | travel with mydriff bare, a weapon, a Queen,
a bard, all along with a dangerous ex-warlord." elgs raised up to Xena. "I've got a
lot to prove." She sighed.

"Or none at all." Xena locked eyes with Gabriel\lWho said you had to prove
anything to your family? Your guilty conscious isoat it." She grinned faintly.
"You're to worried about proving yourself to peojphstead to yourself huh?"

The younger woman gazed away but back to Xena.H'Y&he chuckled a little. "l
thought | do the sensitive chats?"

"Yeah well, you're rubbing off on me." The tall wam was grinning but went
serious. "And will you stop trying to prove yoursi&el me? You never had too."

A bashful smile was in Gabrielle’s lips. "I'll tr.

"Hey, if | wanted you to prove yourself to me ytink I'd be in-love with you?"
Xena arched an eyebrow as well.

"True." The bard corked her own eyebrow. "Butdiily stop if you do. | know you,
you think you have to prove yourself to me too.e$hinned. "At first | knew you
weren’t but after the first year | picked up o it.

"Yeah well, | can’t help but prove myself to thesbe Xena grinned. "I love a good
challenge.”

The Amazon Queen huffed while rolling her eyes. "8ald be at this forever." She
turned her body to Xena. Her right hand came ufetioa’s chest. "Stop proving
yourself to me because | want you to be yours8lé grinned. "You've got my



attention and love."

"Good." The warrior's eyes were extremely warm. Hands came up to grasp
Gabrielle’s shoulders. "Gabrielle it comes downl tmywn you so you have nothing to
prove to me. Got me?"

"Yeah, | got you." Gabrielle grinned with her patn"Gods, I'm loving this." She
shook her head with a smile now. "Loving you mard enore."

"I know the feeling." Xena leaned into to capturabBelle’s lips in a loving kiss. She
slowly pulled back. "Let's get some sleep huh?"

"Great idea." The bard walked over to the bed Wwe&hbest friend.
Xena was in first on her back.

The younger woman crawled into the bed and on tofeaa. She settled there after
placing a kiss to Xena’'s chest. Her eyes eased shut

The warrior contently sighed and closed her eyes.

The dreams after that were peaceful to no extent.

Section 4
~*Part 10*~

"H ey lass? How I look?"

Gabrielle put her hands on her hips. "Good JoamZuon is you." She grinned and
looked up a down her soon Amazon'’s length. "Vergdjb

Joan blushed faintly. "You think Aster will likeig?"

"I'm sure she will." Her arms crossed against Hegst. She shifted her wait to her
right foot.

"Are you going to go get ready my Queen?" Ephiranged over to the bard.

"l was considering it." The Queen smirked. She inadke middle of the same hut
she’d received her Amazon garb for Queen. It brobgkk bad memories.

The regent sighed and shifted the gauntlet ovard@am. "The ritual is going to be
in like fifteen minutes. You need to get into yéeathers."

Joan quickly corked an eyebrow. "Lass, | didn’t\wngou had leathers."
Gabrielle chuckled lightly. "Yeah, | do." She sighee bit sadly.
"You okay Gabrielle?" Ephiny gazed at her friendrva worried look.

"Yeah... yeah." The bard shrugged her shoulders. Bifags back old memories



huh?"

The regent studied her partner and she sudderigegéavhat memories those were.
"They were a long time ago." Her eyes lifted tonld&Vhat color feathers?"

"How about green? Bright green?"

"Something to match your eye color." Ephiny nodded shifted through the hut to
find those sorts of feathers. "Gabrielle?" Sheddrher head to her friend. "Did you
and Xena ever talk about that time?"

"A little." Xena came in then put her hands on partner’s shoulders.
"Unfortunately.”

The Amazon Queen gazed up into warm blue eyes.€'lgianty of time now."

The warrior smiled. "Definitely.” She squeezed best friend’s shoulders yet gazed
over. "Joan, look good."

The Celtic warrior chuckled. "Thanks Xena. I try."
Gabrielle grinned a little. "It's the green eyes."

A quiet laugh came from the Celt as Ephiny caméelgnd to put feathers into her
hair. "Green eyes are the best."

"They are." Xena smiled warmly.

Gabrielle peeked up to her warrior and she whigheiue is better.”
The Warrior Princess’s blue eyes lowered to GderiéDon’t be so sure.”
"Gabrielle, you need to get ready." The regent gawarning look.
"Alright, alright." Gabrielle sighed. "I'll go hopito my Amazon ruckus."
Ephiny glared now. "Ha, ha. Those are nice AmancRkus."

"Yeah yeah." The Queen smirked and turned to faaeaX"Hi."

Xena grinned. "I'll come help you." She turned &ab out of the hut.
"Great." Gabrielle followed. "See you soon Joan.

"l can’t wait lass.” Joan smiled as Ephiny contuhte feather her up.
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Gabrielle reached over to get her mask she canret@viee door. "Oh Hades, my
necklace."

The warrior turned around. "Got it." She went te thble where her friend left it. She
came up to Gabrielle. "Turn around."

The Amazon Queen turned her back to Xena. Shedeltmetal fall against her
chest.



Xena brushed her bard’s hair out of the way anéiég tie the necklace on.

"Okay... | gotta remember how to do this right." T@eeen was trying to breathe
calmly. "I know I’'m going to forget something."

"No you won'’t." The warrior finished tying the ndake on. She brought Gabrielle’s
hair back and walked around to the front. "Youd#lfne. I'll be right there beside
you." She reached forward to adjust Gabrielle’steme to lay perfect on her chest. "l
promise."

The bard smiled warmly. "Thanks." She reached ugasp Xena's larger hand. "I
look fine."

The tall woman grinned. "The Queen has to lookiiest."

The Queen shook her head and sighed. "I don’t khbwan handle not touching you
tonight.”

"You'll be fine."

"No I won’t and you know it." Gabrielle corked ayedrow.

Xena sighed sadly. "Yeah | know, | won't survive ttelebration either.”

"So, meet you in the bushes a candlemark aftecdtebdration begins."

Both the older woman'’s eyebrows shot up. "Gabrielle

"l was kidding." The bard grinned. "Kinda."

The warrior sighed and brushed back Gabrielle’s. h@ome on, we can'’t be late.”
"Right." Gabrielle went out of the door with her{peer in a jog.
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"Ready?" Ephiny slipped the mask over her heatelrleft arm was a mask. She held
up her right arm to Joan.

Joan let in a shaky breath. "Yeah." She took tgents arm. "Let’s go."

The regent nodded and walked out of the hut esagpttie Celtic warrior. She came

around a bend and into what was normally an opea. dihere in the sunset-lit area
was the village of Amazons and a podium. On theyodtood the Amazon Queen,
second in command, and the Warrior Princess. Betwezpodium and Ephiny with
Joan were piles of Amazons.

Joan turned her head to the regent after seeingeBapshe whispered, "She’s
beautiful.”

"Gabrielle?"
The Celtic warrior nodded. "Yes."

Ephiny studied the sight of Xena's twinkling eyestbe Queen. "You're not the only



one that thinks so," she ushered.
The Celt chuckled and kept walking with her stomtaching.
As the pair walked through Amazons, the crowd waadily step out of the way.

Gabrielle’s chest rose high while her hands weieiohips. She felt the feathers on
her mask blowing in the wind. Her mask was overfaee as was Solari’s.

Xena stood a little off to the side with her armaiast her chest.

"Why is Xena up there?" Joan glanced to Ephiny thegk to the podium. "I know
she’s Xena partner but she isn't an Amazon."

"Well..." Ephiny took a deep breath. "She’s Gabri€lleampion... protector.
Besides..." She was grinning under her mask. "TheeQueuld kill me if | said her
partner couldn’t be up there with her."

The Celtic woman chuckled however went serious wheg came to the steps of the
podium.

Ephiny led Joan up the steps then in front of Gaélleri She released the Celtic warrior
there in front of Gabrielle. The regent after twatked over to Gabrielle’s left side
with the new mask still in her hands.

The Queen lowered her hands from her hips. Sheedpokily. "Joan of Gaul, you've
come to this Nation as a stranger."” She smiled umelemask. "You've lived with us
for a time as a guest. In the process you only@ngean a... caper with the Queen."
She saw Joan’s grin. "Which | will always remaiatgful for. In return | have offered
you a caste as one of my Amazons and you've aat@pt®o now | will bestow upon
you with Artemis’s approval the caste of an Amaz@&he paused to breathe. "Now
stand tall and proud Joan of Gaul for you will remfar eternity as one of my
Amazons and as an Amazon of Artemis. Embrace yieters as they will embrace
you." The Queen face Ephiny.

The regent faced her Queen and held out the mask.

The Amazon Queen carefully took it and turned lackoan. She held the mask high
over Joan’s head.

A roar of Amazon approval filled the air then weiént.

Slowly the Queen placed the mask over the Celticiarés head with a perfect fit.
The Amazons began to cheer.

Gabrielle reached up to push her mask back widdeant smile.

Joan pushed her mask back with her excited sniil@s'is great lass... | mean my
Queen."

The Queen laughed and pulled her new Amazon ia farg.

Joan hugged tightly back with a chuckle. When shlikeg back she still had that huge
smile. "lI've got the jitters now my Queen."



The bard sighed with a smile. "Keep it as lass Jdaime winked and stepped back for
Ephiny.

The regent pulled the new Amazon in for a hug. '‘8ele home Joan."
Gabrielle nodded and ambled over to her partndns'isE wonderful.”

"It is." Xena smiled and glanced back to Joan. tigbkt back." She stepped up to the
new Amazon.
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"Hey want any port or wine?" Gabrielle bent dowriromt of her partner whom was
sitting.

"No." Xena shook her head as she smiled. "Don’ttw@uarown out my feelings."
It was night now and the celebration for the newa&on had begun in full force.

The bard smiled. She still wore all of her Amazanbgincluding her mask on top of
her head. "Alright. | think | may get some waterahVany?"

"I'll just have some of yours." The warrior evilgyinned.
Gabrielle quietly laughed. "Be back." She strokedhy.

Xena watched with dark eyes. She smiled to heeselfturned her gaze over to the
dancing Amazons when Gabrielle disappeared.

Ephiny came over to sit beside Xena. "How's it goXena?"

"Not bad." The warrior smiled and noticed the régiimking wine. "How are you
and Solari doing?"

"She’s still a little peeved at me." The Amazorhgd. "She’ll be alright in a few
days."

"Good." Xena looked up and saw her best friend ognwith a mug.
"Hey Eph." Gabrielle smiled warmly. "What you doiager here?"

The regent evilly grinned. "Talking to your womaguddenly her expression dropped
as she realized what she said. She groaned andlstionit, "I did it again.”

The bard looked intently at her regent. She hetdvey out to Xena. "Hold this for
me for a sec.”

The warrior took the mug and corked an eyebrow wond what her bard was about
to do.

Gabrielle took a step closer to the regent. Shéfloeward with her hands going to
Ephiny’s knees with a tight grip. "Ephiny, it's @ht." She paused as a grin crossed
her lips. "And Eph?"

Ephiny looked up into sparkling green eyes.



"She’s not my woman. Xena is my... soulmate." Galariphtted the Amazon’s knee
and stood up again. She turned her head to Xepaliiig like dancing? | have some
energy." She noticed the slow beat of music.

Xena stood after placing the mug on the groundfititely.” She’d heard the whole
conversation and it caused her to shake.

The Queen walked out towards where the Amazons slevedancing. It made her
grin despite how shaky she felt. She turned aradaridce Xena.

The warrior smiled warmly, placed one hand on Galef's waist, the other hand
grasped Gabrielle’s small hand.

Gabrielle placed her her free hand on the warrghisulder as they begun to move to
the slow music. "I never had slow music for myaitti

"That's because | asked for it lass." Joan grireeedhe came around with Aster in her
arms.

Gabrielle laughed and peered over to her Amazoau'hé great Joan. Good
thinking."

The Celtic Amazon grinned. "Lass, | didn't know yawod Xena danced together."
The bard shrugged her shoulders. "It's in our asinip."

"My lass." Joan chuckled. "You sure do have addhat partnership. Sounds like a
real guid one."

Xena cut in now. "Trust me it is." She grinned witischief to Joan and swirled away
to get distance. "A true Amazon."

Gabrielle sighed. "l know... bothersome."
The warrior was still grinning. "Very."

The small woman sighed contently. "Well... we only&&vo more candlemarks to
go."

Xena groaned quietly. "Don’t remind me."

"l told you, the bushes."

"Gabrielle." The warrior’'s voice was deep.

"Or wait." Gabrielle chuckled with a warm smile.

The tall woman'’s lips crept into a smile. Slowly iread began to lean down close to
Gabrielle’s as the smile disappeared.

The bard had her eyes locked with her warrior's\kiing sky swirled eyes. Why was
this feeling like the first kiss to come betweeartt? She wasn’t even sure if Xena
was about to kiss her even though her pulse raced.

Xena’s lips tugged with a smile. "l want too."



"I know." A fine smile was on the bard’s lips. "DeAmazons."
The warrior grinned but went a little serious. "Boate?"
"Yeah." Gabrielle’s hand squeezed Xena’s tightly.that okay?"
"It's perfect." Xena’s eyes warmed with depth. "Bdbat way."

"It doesn't just feel that way. | know it's that wXena." Gabrielle’s radiant smile
was on her lips for the second time. She whispétdaye you."

"I love you too, forever." Xena closed her eyes bralight her head lower again.
The smaller woman closed her eyes with antcipation.

The music stopped.

Gabrielle opened her eyes to peer into amuseddnies.

Xena started to chuckle.

The bard laughed and shook her head. "Bad timing."

"Come on." The warrior stepped back to releasehgner.

The pair walked back to the campfire they came from

"Did you see that Eph?" Solari glanced to her redéswear they almost kissed."
"You're seeing things Solari." Ephiny raised hergna drink more wine.

The second in command huffed and walked off. "Mg.ba

The regent looked up with a hurt expression. "$lar

"I'm going to go find Ep." The second in commandagipeared.

"Hades." Ephiny sighed sadly and brushed back imy bair.

"What's going on?" Gabrielle looked to her regeithva worried expression.
"Solari just got mad at me again." Ephiny stood"upeed to get her."

The Queen stepped in front of her friend. "Let alk to her Eph."” She let her breath
out slowly. "I owe her an apology too. Okay? Juaitwere and she’ll be back." She
smiled. "l gurantee."

"Alright, I trust you."

Gabrielle glanced up to her soulmate. "Keep ahbltko ."
Xena grinned. "No problem."

The Queen strolled off to find her second in comdhan

Solari shook her head. "l don’t know Ep. I'm readygry." She sighed. "Eph
wouldn’t tell me why she kissed Gabrielle.”



"She didn’t?" Eponin raised and eyebrow. "Why not?"

"I don’t know." The second in command sighed arahéirmore of her wine.
"Confusing."

"Let me shed some light on it." Gabrielle reappéanefront of her two Amazons.
Solari narrowed her eyes slightly. "Come to kissnoe?"

The bard sighed sadly. "No Solari, we need to'tdller eyes flickered over to her
weapons master. "Eponin."

Eponin nodded and stood up. "See you Solari andi&lal’
"Bye Ep."

"Thank you Ep." Gabrielle crossed her arms agdiesthest. "I'm sorry Solari for
everything."

The Amazon peered down into her mug. "What's going@" She looked up with
valnurable eyes.

The Queen sighed and took a step closer. "You waktow why you're fighting
with Eph?"

"Yesss." Solari shook her head. "l love her."

"I know." The small woman took another step andt loenvn before her Amazon.
"It's because | was a little angry you harressedaabout whom I'm going out
with." She sighed, dropped her eyes, but looked# bac"l should have talked to you
instead of playing a trick. | asked Ephiny to kiss to gear you up." She shrugged.
"Get you back for bothering Xena so much."

"For two people that aren’t going out you two spretect each other.”
Gabrielle chuckled lightly. "Yeah, we do huh?"

"You sure you and Xena aren't..." Solari stopped &léisnowing this is what got her
here in the first place.

"Look." The Queen brought her hands to her secormdinmand’s knees. "Xena and |
may be... we may not. Neither Xena nor | want toysasyor no right now. We’'re both
trying to get things straightened out after wharbbeapping with Dahak." She paused.
"Everybody will know what's going on when Xena drate ready... maybe tonight...
maybe next year. Whatever." She shrugged her shisuldNe just want privacy to
understand things."

"Ssso, you both are... experminting?" Solari archredyebrow.
The bard chuckled. "Yes, no, maybe so."
The second in command sighed. "Alright alright. .l |Bly off."

"Thank you." Gabrielle smiled warmly. "And | apoleg again about what happened
with Ephiny. She’s really upset but if | know Ephshe thinks she deserves it."



Solari shook her head. "Great, | need to talk 10'he

"Definitely." The bard smiled while giving an innerat look. "So you forgive me?"
The Amazon laughed and nodded. "Yeah, sorry abathiebing Xena."

"It's okay, but tell Xena. Trust me, she forgivesgy."

"If you say so." Solari grinned.

"Yeah." Gabrielle sighed. "Come back with me arel Eph, please.” She grinned.
"It's not everyday you have your Queen on her kiesgging you."

The second in command laughed again and noddedghal' She stood up with her
mug and walked beside her friend. "Did Ep jump X&na

"Yeah but she didn’t make it." Gabrielle grinnednd she has patrol duty for two
weeks."

"What? Why?" Solari arched an eyebrow.
"Because she harrassed my Champion and the Nagoe."
Solari snickered. "Basically Ep was screwed fromlikginning."

"Yup." Gabrielle grinned and turned her head av&ne soon found twinkling blue
eyes on her. She smiled warmly as a blush took &rer felt exedling hot now.

"Xena, when was the last time someone slept witl?yo

The warrior slowly turned her head to the weapoastar. "Awhile and no you
can't." She narrowed her eyes.

Eponin laughed. "l was just joshin."
Xena raised an eyebrow. "You-"

"Better move away from my Champion Ep." The Queaendwith her hands on her
hips. "Or you'll have three weeks of patrol duty."

The weapons master’'s mouth dropped. "l was jusniga... friendly conversation
with Xena."

"Right." Gabrielle smirked. "I heard the conversatf

Eponin sighed with a grin and scouted down the'lggu like threating patrol duty."”
The bard sat beside her soulmate. "Because | kimownmuch Amazons hate it."
"Now that's not true, Teresa loves patrol duty.bkim drank more of her wine.

"Really?" The Queen grinned. "I'll make sure youpddrol duty with Teresa so she
can teach you to enjoy it."

The weapons master laughed. "Hey, never know."



"Xena?"
The watrrior lifted her eyes to the second in cominan
"Sorry about bantering you about Gabrielle." Sdfeld her hand out.

Xena took the offered hand and shook. "It's alrightl thank you." She released the
Amazon’s arm.

Solari nodded and walked over to Ephiny. "Hey."

The regent smiled up to her second in command.."Hey

"Seat taken?" Solari’s lips tugged with a grin.

"Nope." Ephiny patted the spot beside her. "Poguat"

The second in command chuckled and sat down. "Titoray hated that phrase?"
"Nah." Ephiny grinned and drank a little of her wiriSorry about everything."
"S’alright.” Solari sighed. "I had a hand in it."

The regent nodded and leaned forward to placesaokighe other Amazon’s cheek.
Joan laughed hard and sighed contently. "That wasdacaper lass."

Gabrielle nodded. "Tell me about it." She grinndittke. "You have to admit it was
boring a little."

The Celtic’s eyes widen. "Lass, you're kidding nght?" She was grinning now. "l
will admit this Velasca woman was a little stupiat b. hey she still threatened me
life."

"Now have you all heard about Joan’s dragons?" iBldglanced to her Amazons in
the group.

The group was comprised of Ephiny, Solari, the Quéean, Aster, Eponin, and
Xena.

Solari raised an eyebrow intently. "What about dresy"
"Well..." The Queen’s eyes averted to Joan. "Ask Jdawut her dragons.”

The Celtic Amazon soon found everybody’s eyes an3iee sighed with a smile but
went into her explanation.

Gabrielle lifted her eyes to her warrior. She whiggl, "I'm having a hard time."
"I know." Xena didn’t gazed down at her soulmaféhdse bushes are sounding-"
"Xena." The bard quietly laughed. "Mmm, are we tizkers?"

The warrior evilly grinned now. "Us, definitely."



"I'm gamed for public." Gabrielle grinned. "Defisly at this point." She’d been
feeling warm all night due to her soulmate’s presen

"Same here." Xena grinned.

Joan was in the middle of her conversation whenhhppened. When it happened
she stopped talking and gazed up to the soulmiatesybody else in the groud did
with wide eyes.

Gabrielle was straddling Xena and leaned in toipaasely kiss her warrior.
Solari laughed. "Well, that takes all the fun otity bantering.”

Joan sighed with a smile. "That's one guid partmers

Gabrielle pulled back with a smile. "Wanna try tHahce again?"

Eponin sighed. "l need a woman." She chuckled.

Xena grinned. "Yesss." She stood up with Gabrielle.

The Queen took her soulmate’s hand while walkimgugh the group.

Aster smiled with a sigh. "To cute."” She glancedrae Eponin. "Ep, | suggest you
visit Teresa." She winked and gazed at Joan. "lget'myake use of that slow dance."

Joan stood up. "I'm up for it lassie.”" She smiled.

The regent stood and held her hand to her secotmhimand. "May | have this dance
Solari?"

Solari actually felt herself blush. "Yes." She stdbe offered hand and was escorted
to the dancing area with the slow beat.

The weapons master groaned. "Teresa?" She stoodlarido search out the
Amazon.

Xena's smile was one of her rare ones. She lowessethead closer to Gabrielle’s.
"How you feel?"

"Increadible. You?"

"Quite the same." The warrior squeezed Gabrielaisd and released it. Her arms
cirled the Queen’s hips. "Relax into me."

The bard took a second but stepped closer and élddpgr head onto Xena’s chest.
Her arms shifted to wrap around her soulmate’s atdmShe gazed around in the
dancing area to see Solari with Ephiny and Joaln Agter. Her eyes slowly closed.
"Why didn’t we do this sooner?"

Xena carefully placed the side of her head on @#éis head. "Waiting for the right
time." Her eyes closed.

The soulmates continued to shift with the slow mir&coming lost in it and each
other.



Gabrielle sighed happily. "I'm glad we took thigwsl"
"Me too." The warrior smiled and slowly opened bges. "Take a look at this."

The small woman opened her eyes and started td&lehuchat's really cute." She
studied her weapons master dancing with Teresay'Tihwell."

"Yeah." The older woman closed her eyes again. 'tQing left."

"Mmm, yeah." Gabrielle’s drifted close. "We own baither’s souls, hearts, and
bodies."

Xena grinned and lifted her head. "Just have te &dch other.”

Gabrielle lifted her head and smiled. "That'’s the part." She pulled Xena’'s head
down for a long kiss.

Gabrielle felt herself hard pressed against th&shigtor. "Xena," she pleaded.

Xena leaned down to kiss her soulmate deeply. i8bad her head back up slowly
with a grin and dark eyes.

The pair were still outside and the party had qumsted.

The bard’s eyes went dark as well. She openeddbeahd went inside with her
partner. She took a her mask off and placed itertdble.

Xena closed the door, turned around, came up tedw@mate and grasped her sides.
She pressed the smaller woman against the wallb®ught her lips down to
Gabrielle’s neck.

The younger woman dropped her head back. "Oh g&te'closed her eyes and
whispered, "It's the right time."

The watrrior lifted her head up with a grin but ses eyes. "Does it feel like it?"
"Gods yes." Gabrielle grinned. "You?"
"Oh yeah." Xena leaned down to seal her lips widbiizlle’s.

The bard slipped her tongue into the warroir’'s rhotter tongue grazing over
Xena's. When she pulled back she tried to bred¥wu're... in control.”

"You sure?" The older woman’'s hands came to Gdbéisettomach .

"Yesss." Gabrielle pulled Xena’'s head down. "TalkeXena. I'm yours." She kissed
the warrior. And Xena'’s searing kiss was life belimgathed into her. Gabrielle only
wanted to take all of Xena.

The dark woman pulled back and moved her handdasspagainst the bard’s center.

Gabrielle’s eyes shut tightly. She soon was disappg into her soulmate’s touch and
world.



But it never stopped there for Xena followed s8Hte never felt this before between
her and another lover. She then knew at that plogre was no going back. She
would find only the most perfect acceptance fronbiizdle.

Gabrielle herself would never find another placg@ffection, only in Xena. This was
her soulmate she’d give anything to protect ané.|&he would be left always
desiring her soulmate.

~*Part 11*~

"Lass, let me know if you want another partnertharse capers.” Joan’s lips shifted
into a smile.

Gabrielle nodded. "I will." Her eyes lifted to hesulmate. "But, | think I've got
everything right here." Her left hand patted Xersttamach.

The warrior arched an eyebrow. "To say the leasig'whispered. She sensed
Gabrielle’s hands squeezing her stomach in anseferdit left.

"Yes | can see you have a guid partnership.” THedGemazon grinned. "I'm hoping
Aster and | will too."

"What's this about me?" Aster came strolling uphsher hands on her hips.
"Notten." Joan grinned and hugged Aster.

Aster chuckled and released the Celtic Amazon.tiuth" She turned her head to the
Queen and watrrior. "Leaving?"

"Afraid so." Gabrielle sighed. "Back to the oldrgfi"
"I highly doubt it will be... quite the same." Ephimalked up with a smug look.

Xena crossed her arms against her chest and dgkedjou trying to insinuate
something Ephiny?"

"Not a thing Xena... not a thing."

Solari came up behind her regent and brought aresoomd Ephiny’s waist. "You
two migrating out?"

"Yup." The Queen grinned.
The second in command raised an eyebrow. "Got¢la¢i¢s done and signed?"
"Yup, did that yesterday." Gabrielle nodded. "Epéd&@ sure of that.”

"Hades yes." Ephiny shook her head. "l don’t walnear from our allies about not
having the treaties renewed... especially the ceataur

The bard chuckled. "They would have lived." Shéned) "Okay, Xena and | wanted
to get out of here."

Ephiny arched an eyebrow. "Got ants in your skabfeelle?"



Gabrielle went really red.
"Nothing like the ones you and Solari have." Xeasega death look to the regent.

The regent’s eyebrows went up high. "Wahoo, if bokuld kill." She gazed at her
Queen. "l knew she was protective but gods."

"Ah yeah." Gabrielle grinned. "Asked her to be amdyou guys." She snickered and
leaned back into her watrrior.

Xena brought her right arm around Gabrielle’s wééte had stoic expression while
standing around the Amazons.

Joan chuckled. "Maybe not a guid partnership mi&eeilnposing partnership.”
Xena chuckled with her soulmate. "Just a littlenJba

Argo whined and nudged her owner. She moved het slearply to jerk the reins in
Xena'’s hands.

"l agree Argo."

Gabrielle laughed and stepped away from her part@day, we’re out of here." She
went to Ephiny to hug her first. After that she mdw@r rounds on the hugs. "Now
where is Ep?"

"Coming!" The weapons master grinned. "I can’t naason one of the Queen’s
hugs."

The Queen laughed and stepped forward to pull leapans master in for a hug. She
pulled back and gazed around at her Amazons. "Gegyys later.”

Joan sighed. "Come back soon huh?"

"Of course, | can’t stay away to long."

Xena started walking with Argo and glanced baclorfteé on Gabrielle."
The bard chuckled and jogged up to her lover. "Bylg care!"

"Bye Gabrielle!" The Amazons all laughed after sayit in unison.
Joan waved. "Bye Xena!"

The warrior flashed a smile back. "Take care Jdaanks for taking care of
Gabrielle.”

"No problem." Joan smiled.
"Bye Xena." That came from the rest of the Amazons.

"Hey Joan!" Gabrielle gazed back as she got fadthety. "Stay away from the
dragons!"

Celtic Amazon laughed hard. "I'll try my Queen!"&avilly grinned now. "And you
watch out for them horses lass!"



The Queen’s eyes widen and she went bright redstinted to fall into her laughter.
Xena laughed with her and pulled her partner iselo

Solari sighed happily and studied the soulmates.t@med her head to Ephiny.
"They're just two flowers blossoming in the sun."

Ephiny groaned. "Come on poet." She grabbed thenseio command’s hand.
Solari laughed.

Joan sighed. "That really was a guid caper with ldss and her partner.”

Aster chuckled and wrapped her arm around the neazdn’s waist.

The young woman sighed with happiness. "That wias .4

"A regular riot." Xena grinned down at her soulmate

The bard quietly laughed and stopped walking te fa&r soulmate.

Xena did the same and smiled warmly to her parti$&ems like only a dream."

Gabrielle smiled warmly while bring her hands to Warrior’'s hips. "Nope, only
reality.” She brought Xena'’s head down for a sdlihg kiss.

The two soulmates became lost into each other'daokeither would ever know a
greater need or desire then each other.

The End

Section 2 End Note:

| wrote this story during my vacation. And the pgdaetween where Xena convinces
Gabrielle to ride Argo to the point where Gabrigjlees Xena the flint stones in the
cave, | lost. I lost around five real good pagesmyrWord97. It was heart breaking
and | almost cried in upset and frustration inrttiddle of my vacation. *laugh*

So if there is ever a bard that goes through sangetike that, you have my deepest
sympathy . It's heart breaking to lose five pagil no back up. And | apologizes
deeply to any of my readers if that part of mygtmwems a little out of funk. It's not
my orignal and | tried to type it out of memory lusn't exact. So I'm sorry about
that and thought | better let that be known.

Red Hope



