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Section 1
~*Part 1*~

Janice flopped down in the small couch and brustasd some of her wet bangs

from out of her eyes. She gave a long sigh andgioabout her past few weeks. So
much had happen to she and Melinda. It was enaugtake her head spin.

"Congratulations Doctor Covington." Doctor Johns@hd his hand out.

The small archeologist smiled warmly and took hesards hand with a hard grip.
"Thank you but it wasn't all my doing."

The dean smiled and vigorously shook the archestisgiand. "Yes, | am sure Miss
Pappas had a big hand in it." He carefully reledsedmall hand.

"Yes, a lot." Janice put her arms over her ch&€xutdn’t have done it without her."
The man still had his beaming smile. "Yes and dntefind Miss Pappas.”

"I'm sure she’s around here." Janice took a loreatir to relax her body after her long
presentation. "Thank you for coming too Doctor Jam"

"l wouldn’t have missed it for the world Doctor8hhson’s right hand found his
pant’s pocket. "I've been patiently waiting youreowue lecture on this Xena."



The archeologist quietly laughed. "Yes, took longegh."
"Well... well worth the wait. Now please excuse mdle/hlook for Miss Pappas."

"Of course." Janice watched the dean stroll awayitgyle with the other doctors and
people whom came for Janice and Melinda’s lectahe continued to stand there in
the crowd of people in the lecture auditorium

The presentation was long but proved worth wildthBsoulmates were able to
convince their audience of the truth of Xena an@rigtle with the help of their facts
and artifacts. Early in the morning Janice had kzeball of nervousness thinking it
wouldn’t fly. She was up all night checking over hetes over and over and over
until Melinda came down the stairs and took heryawéel wasn't able to sleep
without Janice nor was she about to let her snaather stay up all night.

The lecture by the end was a success and the ramfiled with the audience
currently milling over the protected artifacts. itg@nand Melinda decided to split up
and mingle with the people whom came, especialtii e@rtain powerful
archeologists and deans from local universitiesa&bow word had gotten around
about their lecture and only increased the sizé®&pectators. This also only
increased the archeologist’s nervousness.

But two things did help settle her. One was Meliaglmesence and help. The second
thing was her soulmate’s words, "Janice, none agetpeople in duh audience will
have any idea what yo are talking about, they daam'sure. So it iz jus’ you and | that
know everything ‘bout Xena and Gabrielle. We cdigdbout everything and they
would believe us." How right Mel was, nobody knenything about Xena and
Gabrielle like they did. It was their territory.

After the Xena lecture Janice and Mel went direbtiyne to rest and that was around
late evening. To their surprise Starling calledrfrBlorida. Starling reported that
things were settling in Florida about the rumor&ofazons and that the trip was
becoming more of a vacation instead of a missianicé decided to act like a Queen
and reprimanded her regent for not taking the mmsserious. By the end of it
Starling was stunned and Janice was falling owggHang at her joke. Starling didn’t
know her Queen could joke or tease.

Now though, it was January fifth.... Nineteen fortyele. The soulmates rung in the
New Year together in Columbia followed by the leettwo days later. The women
then decided to head north to an apartment Mel licagya get away. So now they
vacationed in a small luxurious apartment in Newky@ity. They were expecting
Starling and Emily Leukos to join them this nig8tarling had demanded the visit
saying she had important things to go over withaiMel. Janice had agreed. The
archeologist suddenly was pulled from her thougktsvo warm hands came to her
lap.

"Yo are thinking uh lot."
Janice smiled lovingly up to her partner. "Sorry."

"Notten tuh be sorry ‘bout.” Melinda bent down &r lknees with her arms crossing
on the other woman’s lap. She lowered her chin dmarer arms. "What were yo



thinking ‘bout?"

The small woman still held her smile and reacheddod to brush back her
translator’s midnight hair. "Just about the lecture

"It went well." Mel’s right thumb rubbed up and dowgainst Janice’s white pants.

"Thank god too." The archeologist gave a grin atdxed back into her chair. "You
think we should go out to dinner tonight?"

The aristocrat shrugged her shoulders. "l reckdepends on Starling and Emily
considering they’'ve been traveling all duh way frBharida."

"True." The small woman sighed faintly.
Mel slowly raised an eyebrow. "You're itching tub slomething. | can tell Janice."

The small woman chuckled in response. "Yesss."sBbek her head. "l feel a little...
bored in New York. Don’'t get me wrong, the citygi®at and old memories. | just..."

"Miss duh dirt huh?"

"Mel!" The archeologist faintly narrowed her eyes her lips couldn’t hold back the
grin. But she lost the playfulness. "l just misggiing."

The translator’'s head moved in acknowledgmentntivk... so do I." Her eyes lifted
to Janice. "Don’t fancy duh part ‘bout proving todople ‘bout my discoveries."”

"Yeah." The archeologist nodded. "It's a bunchroick standing there in lectures
trying to prove to people the truth." Her right dazame down to try and straightened
out an imaginary wrinkle in her pants. "It's juspecially when it’s right there before
their eyes. They can never take it for what ifrisstrating.”

The aristocrat huffed. "Tuh say duh least." Sheeegad her partner’s legs. "But we
got them all dis time."

Janice gave an evil grin. "Hook, line, and sinKérey're eating out of our hands for
information about Xena and Gabrielle."

A snicker came from Mel. "We're jus’ to good."

Janice laughed and bent forward close to her parti&e’re to good? Or are you to
good for them?"

"Mmm, no it'z yo love." The aristocrat’s right haesdme up so that her fingertips
glided across Janice’s soft red lips.

Emerald eyes slowly shut and her right hand cami® gpasp Mel’'s hand on her lips.
She laced her fingers with Melinda’s.

The tall woman slightly turned her head as sheistutthe archeologist, she loved
studying Janice. Leaning forward she gently toekdmaller woman'’s lips.

"Mmm." Janice felt awkward sitting and kissing imst position. So she kept kissing
her soulmate but stood up with Mel.



The aristocrat wrapped her arms around the arcgsbl&he then pulled back from
the long gentle kiss with warm eyes.

Janice gradually opened her eyes and stared upéntpartner’'s eyes. "Mel?"

The southerner’s face contained a warm smile ndws.I8vered her head back down
to make this kiss more loving but hiding the passWhen she lifted her head up she
had a bit of a lopsided grin. "You know Janicesaan az we get... involved Starling
and Emily will be here."

The archeologist huffed and narrowed her eyes. Hélewith them."
"Janice..." Mel gave a small snickered and contintiédur Amazons."
Green eyes fell to the carpet floor. "Don’t remmd."

The tall woman inwardly sighed and lifted her fdénchin. "I'm one of yo
Amazons."

Janice’s lips were a devilishly grin. "Then... let e you."

The translator’s face was faintly turning red b $owered her head. "Tuhnight." A
knock was heard and she sighed. Her eyes driftdtetdoor then back to Janice. "l
promise."

The archeologist growled with sparkling eyes. "Bett

Melinda quietly laughed and released her soulniBtefinitely.” She came over to the
door and opened it with a smile.

Starling lowered her head two seconds but gazekl igac'Mel."
The aristocrat chuckled in response.
"It's good to see you." Stepping forward the redamged the tall woman.

The translator smiled and hugged back tightly. éSedvel?" Was what she asked
when Starling pulled away.

"Yes it was." The regent stepped into the apartraétat the southerner backed out of
the way. Her amber eyes shifted over to the smathan standing with a huge smile.
"Well Doctor Covington, how are you?" A small grin.

Janice laughed and quickly stepped forward to kekeAmazon into a hug. "Just been
waiting for you."

"Ah, | feel quite honored." The regent quietly laed after releasing her friend.
"So where’s Emily?"

Starling glanced to the door but back to her Qué&gine’s coming. She’s bringing up
the luggage.”

"You can’t bring yo own luggage up yonder Starlihg?

The Amazon laughed and glimpsed up to Melinda. tNat’'s one of the benefits



about being the regent.”
Janice quickly snickered. "Thank god | am Queen.the
"Yes, you get even more benefits Queen Janice."

The archeologist wrinkled her nose not liking thsté of the title. "That has a bad
ring."

The regent gave a small wink. "You’ll like it soon.Trust me."

Janice laughed lightly and quickly picked up onsbeand of somebody coming down
the hall beating and banging articles. "That mesEmily.” She peaked out the door
and down the hall to see Emily almost dragging &gggdown the hall. With a sigh,
she stepped out of the apartment and power walketh do Emily to help her.
"Doctor Leukos, glad you could make it." Janicechesd down to grab a suitcase.

The good doctor smiled warmly. "I'm glad | madé 8he saw her friend take some of
the luggage. "Don’t worry, | got it Janice."

Hard emerald eyes lifted up to Emily. "Don’t stagating me like a Queen... because
| am not."

The doctor was frozen in place for a moment. "Soryy.." She stopped herself
especially when she saw Janice raise an eyebramgdaer to call her Queen. Emily
gave a small chuckle to ease the tension. "Songda

The archeologist’s face rapidly went into a warmlemiThank you." She lifted the
suitcase and found it heavy. "Jesus, is this &tdP"

"Yes."

"Christ. What she pack, all of Greece in here?" 3itmall woman carried the suitcase
down the hall to the open door of her apartment.

"I think so myself." Emily quietly laughed.

Janice shook her head. "My first act as Queenliggas not be allowed to travel with
heavy luggage.”

"I heard that!" The regent poked her head out ther dnd glared down to her Queen.
"There’s important stuff in there."

"Like what?" The archeologist arched an eyebroguastion as she came to the door
with Emily. "Your collection of rocks?"

"Oh that’s rich Janice." Starling rolled her ey#slidn’t know you were a comedian
as well as an archeologist."

Janice quickly tried to swat her friend but missed.
Starling jumped back only to bump into a taller vaamShe looked up to blue eyes.
Melinda grinned down to the regent. "She can deerdunny at times Starling.”

"I'd... I'd believe you Mel." The Amazon sheepishijmged and stepped off to her



left out of the way of the luggage carriers.

The aristocrat turned her attention to her soulnfétere.” She took the suitcase from
Janice and easily lifted it. "Follow me Emily."

The doctor nodded and followed behind the soutmeme the main part of the
apartment. She quickly found it huge. "I thoughti gaid this was a "little old"
apartment Mel?"

"Itiz."
Emily laughed as she became memorized by the"$ifacy your idea of little.”

Melinda laughed now and kept going through th&eliwtd apartment to the guests’
wing.

Janice grinned and gazed over to Starling as tlo@gisn the living room. Turning to
the door she quietly closed it.

Starling shook her head from the earlier displagoh’'t understand how she did it."
"Did what?" The small woman turned to her regent.

"Lift the suitcase like it was a feather." The Araadaughed with astonishment.

A smirk was over Janice’s lips. "It's the bloodlihe

The regent shook her head with her grin. "Right on.

The archeologist masked her lips with a grin. "Cameé She patted her Amazon’s
back and started walking into the main part oftihee carpeted living room. "Sit
down."

Starling nodded and shifted to sit on the huge kso8be gazed over to Janice whom
sat in a leather chair.

"So | bet you and Emily are both tired from the &h?"

"Yes a little." Starling sighed and crossed hesle&the then straightened her skirt out.
"It was a long drive."

"I know." Janice folded her hands into her lap. I'ldied | were tired just from
Columbia to here."

The regent furrowed her eyebrows. "You both drdteéthought you would have
flown."

"Nah." The archeologist shook her head. "To expenand we wanted a car here for
transportation.”

"Well..." Starling suddenly had an evil smile. "I ¢dduhave helped you and Mel get
some real low rates on flying."

"Really?" Janice was intrigued. "How?"

"I have... connections Janice. Connections everywhere



The archeologist’'s head moved up and down andedaeed in her chair. "Are they
feathery connections?"

The regent closed her eyes and laughed a few timegyes opened slowly. "Yes,
very feathery."

Janice quietly laughed. "Then that means | havedm@ections too."

"Oh yes you do." Starling grinned. "Just ask metliernames." She took a deep
breath. "Remember Janice, the Amazons are evergwtidr different jobs and
talents. We're diverse."

"I'm coming to find this out." Janice smiled warmiyhe lifted her head to the left to
see Emily and her soulmate enter in and sit dovemn.dterald eyes rested on Mel.
"Starling and | were just discussing the fact 8te could have gotten us low airline
tickets."

"Really?" The aristocrat gazed over to the reg&tell low rates don’t matter wid
how much money iz in my little old piggy bank."

The three other women all laughed at Melinda’s wokbw true were her words?
Melinda was the national bank herself. Much ofmeney was into stock, good stock
that constantly brought in loads of money. And thishy America was in debt.

"Very true Mel." Starling settled down with a smif&Vell..." She glanced over to
Emily sitting beside her. "We better cut to thesshabout why we came crashing to
your apartment.” She seemed to almost be askinkoaseu

The doctor nodded in agreement and gazed to tHmatas sitting near each other.

Starling sighed faintly and focused her attentmdanice and Melinda. "We need to
start thinking about the Amazons."

Janice nodded and posed a question. "And what ddgee in mind?"
"That we bring back the Amazons."

A very long deep breath came from Janice as sh&eidened the idea. "l agree but
Starling... it is practically impossible."

"Why?" The regent bent forward. "It will not be iwgsible Janice." She paused. "Not
now with you as our Queen. You're the chosen aedla only one that can bring the
Amazons back." She shook her head in sadnessisihot you that brings us back
then we will die out. It has to h@u Janice."

"Why Starling?" The archeologist furrowed her eysis. "What power could |
possible hold?"

Emily decided to answer that. "Janice... it was beltethat Gabrielle would come
back one day to save the Amazons from the darkagess. She promised us she
would one day and everybody knows it is you. Alave to do is look into your eyes
and | see the promise of hope in them. Please tlink the Amazons are an
impossible feat." Emily paused. "Don’t give up awhen you have yet to try. Have
yet to see what Amazons can do, we need your Wédtat is there to lose? Either you



try and we come back or die or you don’t do anygtand we die out." She shook her
head with her sad eyes. "Give it a chance."

Janice shut her eyes slowly. "What | can not uridetsis what is the purpose of the
Amazons today." She opened her eyes once more.

"The purpose?" Starling gave a confused look.

"Yes." Melinda decided to explain her partner. "Waanice iz saying iz duh
Amazons were once uh tribe of women warriors figgntiogether. They can not do dat
tuhday. So what would be duh purpose of duh Amaadmgay?"

"Oh god." The regent shook her head in upset. "Tietier of you understand what
Amazon means?" She sighed and leaned forwardeartitire. "Amazons were
brought together not just as women warriors by eams. Yes maybe at first granted
but not forever. During the Amazons’ days and eisigainder Gabrielle’s reign
Amazon meant equality and family, not about whorthébest female warrior. The
height of the Nation was under Gabrielle’s reigrewlshe brought us all together and
forever changed the word Amazon. An Amazon becagt@yhrespected during
Gabrielle’s time. To be an Amazon was a high hdrfeine paused while her voice
came out with passion. "The Amazons were famifgnaily of sisters and mothers.
We all protected each other and helped each ailtiech in turn gave women a good
name. No Amazon in the Nation was more powerfuh tine other one no matter their
rank. It was the most amazing thing to see indlagt The Amazons purpose during
their time was love for each other, something varg."

Neither soulmate said anything instantly, they kadihorbed the information.
The archeologist slowly turned her head to hemgaurt
Melinda glanced over to Janice, studying her frigggeen eyes.

Bring the Amazons back? It repeated over and ovéra soulmates’ heads. Bring
back the Amazons, bring back the Amazons... bringgb&mazons... women... the
forties... World War Il... impossible? or easy? grughrexciting? powerful? full
circle? yes full circle. Full circle is the key.

Janice turned her attention to Starling once againy suggestions from my regent
on how to bring back the Amazons?" Her lips spiagma grin, as did Melinda’s.

Starling’s face lit up with a huge smile. "Oh, lafisthem."
Covington laughed and suddenly became excited's'betar them."

The regent sat back in her seat with a grin. "Fifiglured we need to take a role call
more then anything."

"Well yo said there iz around five hundred Amazonsght?" Mel crossed her right
leg over her left.

"Not... exactly Mel." Starling took a deep breathwds a little off on that figure."

Janice instantly leaned forward with an arched eygb"What's the new figure
Starling?"



"Not much difference really Janice."

"Starling, what'’s the real number of Amazons?" @heheologist’'s eyes were
narrowing.

"Well... it's not bad." Starling rubbed her throaghily. "Nine hundred."”

"Nine hundred!" The Queen’s eyes were wide.

"Give or take twenty Amazons Janice."

"Give or take twenty Amazons? Starling, that's aarathere."

"Exactly." The regent crossed her arms over hestclred gave a smirk.

The archeologist blinked, truth slapped her. "M&he fell back into her chair.

The aristocrat gazed over to her partner in semelsishe was having a hard time
believing that too. But her attention went to Steyl "How can you be sure Starling?"

"It's just a guess really Mel. | could be totallyamg and there might be two hundred
Amazons. We can not be sure till we do a role'call.

Janice slightly shook her head. "So basically yosaying we don’t have a listing of
all the Amazons?"

"No." The regent sighed sadly. "But there mighthbgay to get one." Her face
quickly brightened up. "Hold on." She turned headhéo Emily. "Go get our Amazon
books."

Leukos nodded and stood up to stroll to the gueats].
Starling sighed. "Have either of you looked throyghir Amazon books?"

"Naw not really." Melinda glanced to her soulmate dack to Starling. "We’ve both
been tuh busy."

The Amazon’s head moved up and down. "Okay, leermain something to you
both."” She took a deep breath. "When Gabrielle toad all the Amazons and the
Nations she created a new one and literally brotighhations together in Greece.
She set up a new government, system, rituals, ameésperspective. Overall they all
stayed the same but Gabrielle enhanced them ogebamall aspects of each to
improve them. One thing she did do was preparéhffar future." Starling stopped
when she saw Emily come back in with two old leatt@ind books.

The doctor handed her regent the books and sat tioter spot again at the end of
the sofa.

"Thanks Emily." Starling looked at the two bookslarcognized her own. She
reached forward to pulled the glass table closarefdlly she settled the two old
books down. "Gabrielle first of all setup clansgr Nation, each Amazon’s name
became that clan.”

Janice furrowed her eyebrows. "So you're saying eélrarybody in my line that was
an Amazon is part of Clan Gabrielle?"



"Yes exactly." Starling gave a small grin. "So yousther was part of Clan Gabrielle
and your grandmother then your great grandmotlat"amber eyes drifted to
Melinda. "And Mel's Amazon line would be called GlXena."

Melinda had a small confused looked. "Why did Galeido dis? | am sure there iz
uh reason why."

"Oh there is, Gabrielle had a very good reasoratligg gave a small grin and started
her long explanation. "Gabrielle wanted to keegkramd order in her Nation, she
wanted to make sure that later in the future slevkwho was her regent, second in
command, princess and so on. Basically she didarttwo redo her system when she
came back."

Janice quickly cut in to finish the explanationo"&ch clan was named after her
Amazon during her Nation so she could decipher was her officers in the future.
Gabrielle believed when she came back so wouldhginal Amazons.” She quietly
laughed. "So imaginary she was... and smart."

Starling gave a small smirk. "She was." She cayehdw opened here leather bound
book to the first page. "Now if you both come héteshow you the rank." She
lopsidedly grinned to her two friends.

Both soulmates quickly moved to sit on either itiStarling.

"Now | can’t be sure who is who." Starling read dhothie list on the first page, it was
worn but the ink was still dark. "I can’t be sumece it’s in Greek."

Melinda scanned down the list. "Well dat’s Clan @alke az Queen." The translator
kept translating the list. "Next iz Clan Xena azonsort?" She glanced up to the
regent for a conformation.

Starling nodded. "That’s right, Gabrielle’s consbrt

Emily grinned and decided to do the definition.¢@dnsort at that time is equal to a
wife." The doctor leaned towards the group. "Babasort holds a lot more meaning
compared to uh common wife."

Everybody quietly chuckled and went back to the lis

Melinda took a deep breath. "Next on duh list iarCl. Ephiny." She lifted her eyes
to Starling. "Why iz it in bold like dat?"

Starling gave a small grin. "That's because thimysbook. | am Clan Ephiny. If
either of you look in your books your clan wouldiiiEded out.” Her eyes lowered to
the list again. "Now | know who the modern day peéss is today but | can’t figure
out the clan and I've never asked Cliona her ckama"

Janice glimpsed down to translate. "Clan AmaricAmszon Princess." Her eyes
lifted to Mel for acknowledgment.

The aristocrat nodded lightly. "I'll jus’ read dovduh list." She took a long breath.
"Clan Solari as second in command, Clan Tereshiasih command, Clan Epinion
as weapons and fighting master, Clan Masika ih#ael priestess, Clan Maired is the



head priestess, and Clan Logos was the head chef."

"Wait." Janice started to laugh. "Clan Logos ishlead chef?" She started to laugh.
"Oh my god."

Melinda devilishly grinned over to her partner. tiks like Gabrielle wasn’t planning
to go hungry."

The archeologist shook her head with a chucklee’Steal smart. That's the most
important officer | think."

"Hey!" Starling narrowed her eyes slightly to hare@n. "You're not going to have a
regent soon if you keep those comments up."

Janice slightly snickered. "Well, I can’t rule om @mpty belly. We need to find out
who is Clan Logos right away."

The regent’s tongue ran across the back of herrmdM/atch it Queen.”

Covington quietly laughed and looked back to tee liSo do we know who the
modern day people are of each of these clans?"

"Yes." Starling took a long breath. "I know mosttloém."
"Who don’t you know?" The Queen gazed over to dgent.

"Let's see..." Starling studied the list and ran datviil don’t know Clan Teresa,
Clan Masika, and Clan Maired.... Oh and Clan Log8f& smirked to Janice.

The archeologist shot a grin to her friend andeaded. "So three main people.”
"Hold on, Starling you don’t know who Clan Teres@'i

Starling gazed over at Leukos. "No, do you?"

Emily quietly laughed. "Yes, it's Ashley."

"Ashley?" Starling’s eyes widen. "You mean our Aglhikeris that's best friends with
Cliona?"

"Yes." Emily was nodding. "I thought you knew?"

The regent shook her head. "No... she never told khex'amber eyes narrowed a
little. "Nobody’s told me... till now."

"Thank godl told you." A hidden grin took Emily’s lips.

The regent quietly laughed. "You're lucky." Shek@odeep breath. "Well looks like
that leaves us with two clans to figure out."

Janice crossed her arms against her chest anddat"mhink we can figure out my
head council member and priestess?"

Very slowly Starling lifted her eyes to her QueBhe used ‘my’ head council member
and priestessThat only made her smile to Janice. "Yes, defipitemy Queen."



The archeologist narrowed her eyes. "Don’t staat.thregent.”
Starling laughed and sat back in her seat.

Janice turned her head to her quiet soulmate. ®©iin
Melinda quietly laughed and grinned. "What yo fangyfor?"

The small woman'’s eyes sparkled with excitementall come up with something...
| think."

~Fk ko

The archeologist rested back into her set and edoiser legs at the ankles. She had
her head low looking at the front cover of her Amabook, her small hand gently
grazed across the embossed cover. On the covehevagmbol of the Amazon bird
and at the bottom in Greek was written ‘Clan Gdlarievith ‘Amazon Queen’ written
below it and even below that was written ‘The Cimo's@anice carefully ran the tips
of her fingers over the embossment of ‘The Chodear’heart skipped a beat.

"And you miss?"
Janice quickly looked up to the waitress. "A scot@uld be great.”
The waitress nodded and closed up her note padolbasvay with her drink orders.

Melinda sat beside her soulmate in the booth. §lited her right hand onto the
smaller woman’s leg, she squeezed.

The archeologist gazed up to Mel and smiled.
"Going tuh open dat?" Her eyes moved to Janice’siZon book then back to her.

A little chuckle came from Janice and she lifted lgather book to the table.
However she gave her attention to Starling sitdagss from her. "You mentioned
that we could get a listing of all the Amazons. \Wé&laout that?"

The regent took a long breath and relaxed backhatseat. She sat beside Emily in
the booth seat. "Well, it's a bit... complicated."

"Oh god." Janice sighed and lifted her right hamtirush back some of her hair
behind her ear. "How is it complicated?"

"Wellll... the list won’t be quite up to date... if theeeven is a list.”

"What you mean ‘if there even is a list?™ The simadman leaned against the table
closer to the Amazon. "Starling, either there’ssadr there isn't. Is there or not?"

The regent sighed unhappily and shifted her ey&sriiby.

The doctor nodded and focused her sights on JdMoe.see Janice, there’s a story
handed down saying that within the ancient Amazatids there is a hidden tomb."

Janice huffed and fell back into the booth. "Anotsiery, god."

The southerner’s lips had a grin at her partnebsds. She went serious. "Emily,



what's in duh tomb?"

Emily smiled to Melinda. "It is not sure what bbat the tomb will contain everything
to help support the Amazons in their quest to loaidpnt back."

"And why hasn’t anybody tried to find this tombZ2hice looked between Starling
and Leukos.

Starling crossed her arms in her lap. "Becausemazdn but the chosen may step
into the tomb first. Otherwise the Amazons woulddbemed to hell... or rather
Hades."

The archeologist let her breath out in frustrationt of the corner of her eye she saw
their waitress coming with the drinks.

The tall waitress carefully placed the drinks daama pulled out her note pad again.
"Ready to order?"

"Yes, | reckon we are." The aristocrat smiled warap to the waitress. "l reckon I'll
have duh turkey pot pie."

The waitress’s head bobbed up and down while sbé&wine order, her eyes went to
Janice in question. The waitress took her ordergleith the other two Amazons’
orders. After collecting the menus, the waitre$s le

The Queen looked over to her regent. "Do we knowrelthis tomb is in the Amazon
Nation?"

"We're not quite sure Janice but it lies just odeéswhere the old village once was."
Starling stopped for a moment and continued on. W expecting you to figure
that part out... since you're the archeologist."

Janice quietly laughed and rested back into hdr $esso, sounds like I'll get my
wish after all." Her emerald eyes raised up todsetner.

That small chuckled came from the translator. "Lotike we both will."
Emily Leukos had a confused look. "What is that?"
The archeologist grinned over to her Amazon. "T@idithe dirt."

Everybody around the table laughed together. Téieofethe dinner went on in the
restaurant and the group of women created themspldear the end of the late dinner
the women had the plans pretty well settled.

"You reckon they’ll all won’t mind staying wid us?"

"Not at all." Starling shook her head at the soutbe "Cliona and Ashley will stay
with us. They wouldn’t miss it for the world to s opening of the Amazon tomb."
She took a long breath. "Hopefully we’ll be abldital Clan Masika and Clan
Maired."

The Queen’s head moved in agreement. "Definitéhlike to have them there with
us when we discover the tomb. Then I'll be ablsit@own with my officers and we
can figure out the plans for the Amazons."



The regent smiled warmly. "l agree." She took aylbreath.

Janice sat back into her booth with her full stom&©kay, so lets run over the plans
one more time. First we get a hold of Cliona antll&g and have them fly here to
New York." Her eyes rested on the Amazon book. filve’ll fly to Columbia so

Mel and | can pick up our tools and an artifact.”

"What artifact do you need Janice?"

The archeologist grinned at Emily. "l have Gabeslldiary. I'd like to have it for
reference.”

"Have you translated it all?"

"No." Janice shook her head at Starling. "Mel aadklin the process of it." Her eyes
unfocused. "After Columbia we pick up whoever Clasika and Clan Maired are."

"Dat’s if we find out who they are Janice."

"Right." Covington nodded at her soulmate’s wot#surth thing is to fly to Greece
and go directly to the Amazon Nation together."”

"Then we do a little digging." Starling gave a shsahirk.

"Definitely." Janice’s lips were in a grin. "Hopdfuwe’ll find that legendary tomb of
Gabrielle’s and get the Amazons back on a rollragai

The regent took a very deep content breath. "lthvlgrand.”

Emily nodded in agreement. "It will be." She gapsdr to Janice and the aristocrat.
"We’'ve been waiting centuries for the chosen tamret

The tall southerner gave an evil grin. "Don’t statken like dat Emily. You're libel
tuh scare Janice and | off."

The women chuckled around the table.
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Following that wonderful dinner, the women migrabetk to Melinda and Janice’s
apartment in New York City. As soon as they arriv@tarling was in the guests’ wing
and out again leaping to the phone in the livingmoThe other Amazons all sat
down on the huge sofa while listening to Starlingking the phone call.

"Yesss." Starling gave a sigh as she shifted tloa@la little in her hands. "l am not
kidding Cliona." A quiet chuckle escaped her lip&es, that even means | am lower
in rank now." A grin spread across the regent’s.lipagree, took long enough."

The archeologist turned her head to Mel. "l dom#rehave to ask what that was
about."

The translator soon had a grin. "l know."

"Yes, first we head to Columbia to pick up somepties.” The regent sighed and
shook her head. "No | am dead serious." Starlinglg hand went to her hips.



"Cliona, would you like to talk to the Queen youfgeShe shook her head and
glanced over to Janice. She removed the phoneeaddttiowards the archeologist.
"Your... princess wishes to speak to you."

Very slowly Janice stood up, took a step towardségent, and received the phone.
She glanced over to Starling as she lifted theivece

Starling gave a huge smirk.
Janice sighed and focused on Cliona on the ph@iena?"
"So | heard Doctor Covington, you'’re the Queen nbw?

The archeologist smirked as she replied to Clianghe phone. "No, I've always been
the Queen, I'm just proclaiming it now. Isss thiaaypwith you Cliona?"

Cliona laughed lightly over the phone. "Of coursg@Queen, took long enough.” Her
voice was now serious. "l hear you would like fathhey and | to fly over to New
York?"

"Yes, if that's possible." Janice paused for a mainpeitting her thoughts together
right. "We have a mission Cliona."

"So I've heard. | wouldn’t miss it for the worldnlae." A sigh from Cliona over the
phone. "When would you like us there?"

"As soon as possible Cliona." Janice shifted hegligo her other foot. "By the way,
do you happen to know whom Clan Masika or Clan Bthare?"

There was a small silence over the phone brieftyddona responded. "Not that |
know of but... I think Ashley might know whom Clan Med is, hold on for a sec.”

The archeologist heard the Amazon lower the phodecall off to somebody. She
could hear somebody in the far background answien&back.

Cliona lifted the phone once more. "Ashley saysn@ired is one of her good
friends. Her name is Constance O’ Henry and limdsondon."

Janice sighed sadly. "Christ, England is the woleste to go right now."
The princess snickered and replied. "Not compave€ddrmany.”

"True." The Queen stopped speaking and thouglgdoonds, considering the
options. "We better pick up this Constance O’ Hénry

"Alright. Ashley and | will fly to New York to pickou four up.” The Amazons
paused. "l think Ashley and | will be able to fiadt if we can fly into the London
airport. We use to have a friend their workinghegt &irport."

"Amazon?"

"Yes. Well she’s more Ashley’s friend then mine bhe’s real nice." Cliona took a
long breath. "Is there anything else Janice?"

"Nope." Janice’s eyes studied the rug floor. "Tdwmters it. Thanks Cliona."”



"You owe me Covington."

The archeologist quietly laughed. "No, I'm the Queldow get over here fast. Bye
Cliona."

"Bye Janice." Cliona carefully hung the phone up.

Janice did the same and turned to her friends.yfden their way." A smile took
her lips. "Clan Maired is an English by the nam&€ofistance O’ Henry."

"English?" Melinda shook her head. "We’re gonnaehalr hard time getten into
England wid duh war."

"I know." Janice’s eyes shifted between Starlirgy, $oulmate, and Emily. "But
Cliona thinks there is an Amazon working in the don airport and will let us land
there. We'll see.”

Starling smiled warmly. "Cliona seemed to think hed Ashley would be in the New
York airport tomorrow afternoon."”

Emily spoke up now. "Are we going to leave righteg®" Her eyes settled on Janice.
Starling also was staring at her Queen in question.
Covington gazed over to her soulmate for agreement.

The southerner spoke the decision. "We’'ll leave@m az Cliona and Ashley
comes."

Emily and the regent both moved their heads in tstdeding.
"Well..." A light smile from Janice. "I think we alietter go to bed. It's getting late."

The regent’'s head moved up and down. "Agreed."t&blea long breath. "I'm beat
after the trip." Her eyes moved to Emily.

Leukos nodded and stood up. "Especially since bdithe driving."

Starling snickered quietly. "I told you before EyniThe benefits about being the
regent."

A chuckle came from the doctor. "I'm noticing." S$tafted pass Janice to the
doorway that would go through a dinning hall antd ianother doorway that lead to
the guests’ wing. "Goodnight Janice and Mel. Thayial for dinner.”

The aristocrat smiled to her friend. "Goodnight rand it wuz our pleasure.”
Leukos nodded and went through the doorway.

The regent took a long breath. "Well, it looks like begun."”

Both soulmates nodded in agreement.

Emerald eyes shifted up to Starling. "Finally."

That word made Starling grin. "Definitely." The gslipped. "Well, I'm headed to



bed. Goodnight you two and thank you for the low#tyner. It was great.”
Janice smiled and nodded. "Goodnight Starling. Kedar coming."

"Of course." She ambled over to the doorway.

"Sleep well Starling."

"l will Mel, you too." The Amazon disappeared todsithe guests’ wing.

Janice crossed her arms over her chest while witniher soulmate, an evil grin took
control.

Sky eyes gradually lifted up to the smaller wom&uome here."
The archeologist immediately shifted to crawl onlMe

The translator carefully laid back while her partaewled on top of her body. "How
yo feelen?"

Janice nuzzled her friend’s neck. "Tired."

"l am too." Melinda had her arms tightly wrappediard the other female. She twined
her legs with the short ones. Raising her headpkued a gentle kiss to Janice’s
head and lowered her head back to the sofa’s armres

"Was a nice dinner."

"Yeah, itz good tuh see Emily and Starling."

Janice nodded and her eyes began to close. "Mel?"
"Mmm?"

"You ready to go back to Greece?" The archeolddfist her head up to peer down
into unfocused sapphires.

The southerner took in a mass of air while congader'l reckon so." Her eyes
focused onto the smaller form. "I need tuh sometime

"You sure?" Janice was serious and with eyes lacketbn’'t want to go to Greece if
you're not ready. To Hell with the plan when it aesrto you."

The tall woman faintly smiled but lost it. "I'm rég." Her right hand came up to
brush back some of Janice’s hair. "I'm uh big goiv."

Janice let a light laugh go. "I know." She bentard to take her soulmate’s lips in a
gentle kiss. After she did her lips came to Mefirehead, placing a kiss there. Pulling
away, her eyes locked with Mel again. "l love yoelM

"Oh | know." The southerner pulled down Janice’achand passionately kissed her
while her body warmed.

~*Part 2*~

Starling sat up in the bed rapidly, she heardairagt was a scream that echoed



through the entire apartment if not the buildinige &new it not to be a scream of
pleasure but a scream of terror. Looking to hdrtredne saw Emily getting up.

"What was that?"

"Mel screaming."” The regent was out of the bed.

"Starling-"

"You coming Emily?" Starling was at the door openin "Something isn’t right."
The doctor sighed and leaped out of the bed toviohehind.

The regent jogged through the guests’ wing to theroving where she knew Janice
and Melinda’s room was. She didn’t both to knocH aansted into the room.
"Janice... Mel?" She was given no response at fusalfaint sobbing filled the air.
"Mel? Janice?" Her eyes began to adjust to thendedkof the room.

"Hey." It was Janice’s voice in the dark room.

"What's going on?" The Amazon was able to see dalinda was wrapped up in
Janice’s arms, sobbing.

"Mel just had a bad dream."
Emily came up behind the regent now. "What happ®hed

Starling turned her head to the Amazon. "It's okdg) had a bad dream." She gazed
back to the Queen in the room. "Is there anythiegcan do?" Her amber eyes took in
the sight of Mel curled up in her soulmate’s armgng as if she were a child scared
by a monster.

"No, we’re fine. Thanks Starling and Emily." Jariscemerald eyes slowly lifted up to
her Amazons. She sadly smiled. "Thanks for comingbt some sleep."”

"Yeah." Starling took a step back to close the ddawly. "Goodnight.” The door
slipped shut.

Janice kept her eyes pinned to the door till staechthe door handle become released.
Lowered her head down, she studied her soulmatel?'M

The southerner buried her head more into her péstoeest.

Lowering her head more, the small woman placedhéeaykiss to Mel’s head. "Come
on, lay down." Slowly she reclined back onto thd.be

The translator went with Janice and curled up h@oarms and twined her legs with
Janice’s. Still a few tears escaped.

The archeologist held her friend tightly while shieed. When she heard the sobs
settle, she spoke only in a whisper. "Hope?"

Melinda nodded faintly and lifted her head up. "M@én in my dreams | can escape
duh past."

"There is no escaping the past Mel, you know tHagdning towards the taller



woman, Janice pressed her lips against Mel's faeh®&Vhat was the dream about?"

Cobalt eyes shut and the aristocrat spoke from mgman usher. "Hope raping me
again then killing you." Her eyes opened agairve'hever been filled wid such uh
rage and sadness."

"I know." The archeologist held her partner wittncern. "It was a dream, nothing
more Mel."

The southerner furrowed her eyebrows. "But it hotdgh Janice.”

"It does." Janice faintly shrugged her shouldeY®t'it was a dream and you didn’t go
through that." Moving her right hand towards Méle $rushed back midnight hair. "I
wouldn’t let it happen to you."

The tall woman took the smaller hand and intertditiesir fingers. "I know." She
took a long breath. "I never did thank yo for coghafter me."

Janice’s facial expression was a confused one. "Whydn't | Mel?" A squeeze to
the southerner’s hand. "l wasn’t about to let Hbpee you let alone kidnap you to
Greece."

Melinda smiled warmly and she curled back up irgo$oulmate’s arms. "Janice?"
Her eyes slipped shut.

"Yeah?" The archeologist held her partner tighthylevclosing her eyes.
"l love you."

"l love you too Mel."

The soulmates soon found themselves in separaendragain.
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The archeologist stared down at her brown bootmyithe gray pavement. Slowly
her green eyes lifted to the sight of the silver-B@lane resting inside of the hanger.
Carefully Janice hefted the dark brown bag on iyt shoulder. Her stomach filled
with a thrill. Her gaze went up to her soulmatdéo right.

Melinda turned her head down to her partner, siimmgd. She knew what Janice was
feeling since she was as well.

Both soulmates lifted their eyes to the plane again

As soon as the group entered, Ashley came racihgfdbhe DC-3 to the steps and
down the steps. Her expression was that of ecséstsc "Janice!” Without warning
she engulfed her Queen with a huge hug.

The archeologist was surprised and smiled. Shedauggr Amazon back tightly.
Ashley pulled back with her warm smile. "I'm so dlgou took the caste."

Janice quietly laughed and reached up with het hghd to adjust her hat. "Well,
Starling didn’t leave me with much choice.”



There was a large huff from the regent. "Watchueén."
A snicker came from the Queen.

"Well, now that we’re all here. | think we shouldtgyoing."” Cliona put her hands on
her hips. She’d left Ashley with the plane while sient to pick up Janice, Mel,
Starling, and Emily in the city. Now they’'d madedatthe airport.

Starling turned her attention to Janice in question
Everybody else did the same, seeming to wait fdeis:

The archeologist’s shoulders dropped at this. 'SI&hrist, will y'all get on the
plane." She cringed at one word she used.

The Amazons laughed together and quickly went aboatding the plane with their
luggage. Now it was only the soulmates standingttogr in the hanger.

The southerner grinned devilishly. "Love, you'veebhearound me to long."

The small woman’s tongue ran across the back ofudars. "I know." She had a
smug look.

Mel laughed quietly and bent down to kiss her satémovingly. "Soon I'll have you
usen other words then jus’ y'all.”

"Mmm, I'm counting on it." Janice returned the kigkile putting her hands around
her partner’s waist.

"Will you two hurry it up!" It was Starling’s voice

Janice sighed sadly and dropped her head againgtdmel’s chest. "I've gotta put
that regent in her place.”

The translator snickered but called back up tadigent. "We’re coming... y'all." A
grin slipped across her lips.

The archeologist squeezed her soulmate for the'jfasny."

Melinda laughed and lowered her head down on thelenwoman’s. "Ready tuh
lose our privacy for uh few weeks?"

"Nope." Sea green eyes lifted up. "But what choiceve have?"
"Tuh say no." Melinda grinned. "You are duh Queen."

"Very true." Janice slipped out of her friend’s arand started walking towards the
steps. "But | could go for some digging."

"Yo jus’ wanna play in duh dirt." The southernearstd to climb the steps.
"Mel!" The archeologist suddenly stopped walkingtbe steps because of the joke.

The tall woman hadn’t caught the rapid stop andmachinto her soulmate. She only
grinned and slipped her arms around Janice’s waiesss?"



"You like playing in the dirt as much as | do."
"Mmm but only wid you Janice."
Janice’s lips took on a smirk. "Good."

Melinda raised her right hand up to tilt Janiceéath back. Lowering her lips down
she sealed them with Janice’s.

Starling peaked her head out of the door of thegta gaze down the steps. She saw
the soulmates kissing. "Will you two move it. Yoand even get up the steps. We're
gonna fly without you."

The southerner pulled back from the kiss with a ¢pawl. Her dark eyes lifted to see
the regent gone, her eyes narrowed. "Damn regent."

Janice’s eyes widen at hearing her partner cussbt, Starling is on your hit list."
"Got dat right." Mel winked down to her archeoldgi$.et’'s go."

Covington nodded and continued her climb to the@l&he entered in and there
stood Cliona talking to Ashley.

"Now you did tell the Columbia airport that we’léed to fuel up?"
Ashley quickly nodded. "Yes, they said no problem."

"Great." Cliona put her arms against her chestdgou spoke to somebody about the
London airport?"

Ashley shook her head faintly. "l tried to get dchof my friend there. But she was
busy at the moment."”

"Ssso we’ll do it when we get to Columbia.” Jarscessed her arms against her
chest. She felt Melinda’s hands come to her shoside

Ashley moved her head in agreement. "That’s thg ottler choice we have."

"Good." Cliona gave a smile. "Let’s get this pldlyeng."” She pilot uncrossed her
arms.

Ashley laughed. "I'll be back." The third in comntaturned towards the door and
brushed passed her Queen and went down the stapsish.

The princess quietly laughed at her copilot. Sineed to her Queen. "Starling and
Emily are in the back. Welcome back aboard the Amd2lane.” She gave a smirk.

The soulmates laughed together.

"Thanks Cliona." Janice stepped passed her prirmsesteaded down the main isle to
the back of the plane.

"Thank you Cliona." Mel smiled and followed her {pear.

The princess grinned and reached up to brush bexrcied hair behind her ear.
"They've already changed since last time." A qyi&tligh and Cliona headed to the



cockpit.

Janice came to the back of the plane where aBehés were. She spotted Starling and
Emily taking two seats on each side. "Well you tawk... comfortable.”

The regent smirked up to her Queen. "Of course.Zams are always comfortable."
The archeologist rolled her eyes and turned to bted, held her hand out.

The southerner nodded and forked over her bags&#own in a seat closes to the
window behind Emily’s row.

Janice soon came back after ridding herself ofwlwebags. She sat down in the seat
next to her soulmate. Simply the archeologist rezddver hat to place it into her lap.

They all heard Ashley come rushing back up intopla@e. The third in command
gazed down the isle to her Amazon friends. "Weé&aded out of here. It'll probably
be a two hour flight or so."

All four women nodded.
Janice however spoke up. "Thanks Ashley."

The third in command nodded with a smile. She wia&ay and headed directly into
the cockpit with Cliona.
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They'd been flying for half an hour now and it wvaasomfortable flight. Emily and
Starling both went to sleep, plane rides made ttied.

Janice on the other hand was sitting back readdng\mazon book. The first five
pages were in Greek and written in Gabrielle’s artthg. Then the following five
pages were still in Gabrielle’s hand writing yetveis in English, old English of the
British. This had quickly confused the archeolad8te lifted her right hand to run
through her bangs.

Melinda casually opened her eyes to glimpse ovheapartner. "What's wrong?"

The archeologist shook her head. "Gabrielle wriogsfirst few pages in Greek and
then another five in old English.”

"Dat’s odd." The southerner leaned to her righgttaly the page Janice was on. The
page to the left was in Greek and the page toigie was in English.

"It is." Janice flipped to the next page to sealitn English. Carefully she turned the
pages till she noticed a different handwriting. &hfthis is whoever’s handwriting
that was next in line after Gabrielle."

The translator furrowed her eyebrows. "It makesvgmder how Gabrielle and Xena
had a child since they were both females."

Janice chuckled. "I was wondering the same thingetfy

"Maybe we’ll find out.” Mel began to read what Gieie’s daughter wrote. "Looks



like duh Amazons were still around during Gabrisligaughter’s time."

"Yeah." Janice turned the pages slowly and scawmed was written. It was mostly
dates with a brief summary of what important advegpened that day. "Look here."
She pointed to one spot.

The aristocrat read aloud where her soulmate phitifeihday, duh Amazons went
into duh shadows. It wuz decided between myselfrapdegent dat duh Amazons
can not survive in dis time till my mother, Gableeland her soulmate, Xena, can
return someday." She furrowed her eyebrows anddgaizéanice. "They really
believed dat Gabrielle would come back."

"Yeah." Janice’s fingertips glided down the worpeg feeling the impressions in the
paper. "l wonder if she has..."

Sapphire eyes studied her soulmate and Mel's weadee out in a whisper. "Has
she?"

Janice didn’t gaze up to her partner but studiesllm® in her Amazon book..the
Amazons can not survive in this time till my matkeabrielle, and her soulmate,
Xena, can return somedayhe read that line three times, her eyes focusetiyron
thecan return somedayMaybe... just maybe." A sad smile took over heslip

That same smile was caught on Melinda’s lips. "Oypu want her tuh." She
slipped an arm around Janice’s back and the otbend her waist. "Come here."

Covington nodded and closed the book, it went lbagts home inside of Janice’s
leather jacket. She moved to let her head rest dowhe other woman’s lap. She let
her legs hang off her chair’'s armrest. With easeelies shut.

Melinda smiled and kept her arms around Janiceh&eds resting on the small
woman'’s stomach. Her eyes closed as well. And fdwerdelf asleep like Janice.
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The translator gradually opened the door to heteniiansion, it was rather cool
inside despite the warmness of the day in Colung&h&. stepped in to flick a switch
and turn on the over head chandolear.

Janice came in second. "Home sweet home."

The southerner quietly laughed and came in. "Ndikenhome."

"A big one at that."” Starling came in with Emilyli@a, and Ashley directly behind.
The archeologist glanced over to her regent. "disdlo

"I am." Starling devilishly grinned. "Living in thahack of a home in the Amazon
Forest get’s tiring."

All the Amazons quietly laughed.

Janice went serious and peeked up to Mel. "How iaypmwmake that call. I'll go get
the stuff.”



Melinda nodded. "Sounds good tuh me."

The archeologist nodded and glanced over to Astwesh, come help me."” She went
to the main stairwell and went up them.

The third in command nodded. "Right behind you.& &llowed.
Mel went to her right into the huge living room.
Cliona, Starling, and Emily came in afterwards aatidown, waiting.

The southerner however went over to Janice’s deskhere the phone rested. She
lifted it to hear the phone pick up on the phone land connect with the operator.
"Yes can you ring up Doctor Johnson at duh Soutiol®a University?" She listened
with a nod. "Yes, thank you."

Janice came into she and Mel's room. She gazedmideo Ashley. "Go over to that
closet." She ambled over to the dresser. "You#l gdevhip and my gun in a halter.”

The third in command was at the closet but wagédm@siher hand caught in midair at
hearing what she was to find. "A gun and whip?" Agce was filled with concern
while she opened the door.

"Yes." Janice opened the top drawer and pullechdagx of bullets for her gun. She
slipped the box into her jacket’s pocket. Reacliagk in she extracted three leather
bound books.

Ashley saw the whip hanging inside with a gun madter. She pulled them both out
and closed the door. Turning around she saw hee@Qceming up to her. She
furrowed her eyebrows at the three books. "Whattarse?"

The archeologist, with her freehand, took the wigi. "Two of the books are Mel’s
and I's notes on Xena and Gabrielle. The otheri®&abrielle’s diary." She received
her old revolver next and walked over to the bed.

"Why you need the weapons?" Ashley came up behen@een.

"Safety." Janice turned away from the bed afteodejmg her stuff there. She strolled
back to the closet and grasped a small worn leathek on a shelf. Bringing it down,
she came to the bed again. Placing the three boaesefully then the whip on top.
Janice pulled out her box of bullets and placedtirethe bag as well.

Ashley stood a bit amazed. "Nice... revolver though."

The archeologist quietly laughed. "Thanks." Shétibe revolver from its halter and
opened the bullet chamber. It was loaded and shtetlsé chamber and spun it. The
air filled with a clicking and she tucked the guaioi the inside of her jacket. The
halter however went into the bag and the pack Wwesed up. Janice hefted it onto her
right shoulder and smiled to her Amazon. "Ready?"

"Yup." The third in command also added a nod.
The Queen walked over to the door and went dowssaaid to the living room.

Melinda smiled as she responded to Doctor Johngentbe phone. "Yes sir, itz an



emergency." She listened to the dean’s respongs, 'Emily Leukos will be coming
wid us. We probably ain’t gonna return til' uh weakso." A small sighed while her
right hand leaned onto the desk. "New York wuz wevhd what little time we had."
The southerner’s eyes lowered the floor. "Nawju& Janice, Emily and myself
going tuh Greece. We heard... from an old friendwtalat there may be more
evidence on Xena and Gabrielle. But we can noube td’ we look over duh
artifacts."” She paused. "Well | hope you don’t midmttor Leukos coming wid us.
We could really use her expertise in ancient Grestory."

Janice studied her partner, listening to her.
Ashley on the other hand went to sit beside Cliomahe sofa.

"Yes, we’'ll call you az soon az we come back Dodtiinson. Thank you have uh
good afternoon." The southerner smiled to herSé#s we will be careful.
Goodbye." She hung the phone up and turned arauederybody. "Well, we're set.”

Janice grinned and crossed her arms against het. tAad Doctor Johnson doesn’t
mind us taking some supplies from the University&gehouse?"

"Naw, he insisted actually." Melinda grinned.

"Perfect." The Queen smiled and turned to her AmsztHere’s the plan. We need to
go over to the Unversity’s warehouse they ownhbre they keep a large supply of
archeological tools we’ll need for the dig. We'ltp that stuff up and drive back to
the airport to fly out of here. Sound good?"

The four Amazons nodded and quickly stood up.

Starling moved away from the couch closer to Caing"Let’s get this show on a
roll."

Janice laughed and turned around to head to the 8be opened it and went outside
of the mansion.

Melinda was the last out and she came up to hémsoe's side whom waited for her
outside. "Duh truck?"

"Yeah." The small woman gazed up to her partneopéit runs."
The translator laughed with a grin. "It should,utz Ford truck."

Janice quietly laughed. "True." She started walkowgards the garage, on the other
side was an old green truck. She went inside ttfe keys in the visor where she
always left them.

Mel came in on the passenger side.

The Amazons all climbed in to the back of the trackl sat down.

Cliona sighed. "This is great. We get stuck outeHer

The regent smirked to the princess. "That’s theebenabout being the Queen.”

The princess quietly laughed. "True." She drummediingers on the truck’s bed.



"But Mel isn't a Queen."

"No." Emily gave a smug looked to Cliona. "She’s’jthe Queen’s consort."
Cliona turned her head to the doctor. "Not offigial

Ashley quiet laughed at her copilot. "Mel is Claarn&a. That's official enough."

The princess snickered and rested back as the drogie off the mansion’s lane. "To
official."

~Fk ko

Janice bent down to one knee and read the baeadt @ntents, ten pick&Vith a
grin Janice stood up with a crowbar and wrencheshdpe box’s top. Inside were
new picks. She turned to her Amazons. "Get thesieeitruck."

The Amazons all nodded and went about carryingities into the truck.

Melinda crossed her arms against her chest as@be is the cool dark warehouse.
"We have everything but duh tentz."

The archeologist nodded. "How many you think weded?"
"l reckon three."

Janice considered that. "One for the artifactgcasd to hold our supplies... the
third?" She gazed up to her soulmate for an answer.

The southerner had an evil smile. "For whatever."

That evil smile now was with the smaller woman. h@hl see.” She tapped the
crowbar against the box near her. "Let’s find thiesgs eh?"

"Definitely." Melinda began to walk down one of theany isles in the warehouse.
She read over the boxes contents trying to findbtieethat held the tents.

Janice did the same and grinned when she sawatc&he up to the box and rammed
her crowbar between the top and side. She tri&thgpit open with little success.
"Jesus. They nailed this shut good."”

The translator grinned and wrapped her hands ardanide’s on the crowbar.
The archeologist raised an eyebrow up to her sdelma
Mel gave a small smirk. "One... tuh... three."

Both soulmate’s gave a hard jerk and the top shezbwith the nails and came off
freely.

Janice removed the crowbar and lifted the lid pdfshing it to the ground.
The air filled with the fine scent of canvas.
"How many are in ‘ere?" The tall woman peered in.

"Five | think." Janice reached in to feel the matakes and then the canvas. Lifting



her head up she saw Starling coming. "We founddhts."
The regent nodded and came up to her Queen. "Haw mea need?"

"Three." Janice reached back in and pulled outnal Ihall of stakes. She counted out a
dozen metal stakes. "Don’t forget the poles."”

The regent put her hands on her hips as the dihes Amazons came up behind. "We
have a few brains here."

The archeologist grinned. "I didn’t say you dididtist want to make sure you don't
forget.”

Starling laughed and pushed her Queen out of tlyessavahe could get to the box.
"Excuse us my Queen."

Janice laughed and stepped back. She peered ep solimate. "Let’s go back to the
truck while my... subjects take care of the tents."

Starling replied to that quickly as she bent fovizato the box. "Very funny
Covington!"

Melinda snickered and started walking out of theeliause with her partner.

"Why don’t you go into the truck. | need to stayéand lock up the warehouse when
they're done."

The southerner nodded and held out her handsstdiit duh truck up."

Janice nodded and pulled out the truck’s keyshsimeled them over. She then leaned
against the warehouse’s main door. "Thanks."

Mel winked. "No problem." She walked along the gigvarking lot to the old green
truck. She hopped in to start the truck.

Covington looked through the door to see her Amazmming out with the pieces of
the tent. "Hurry up.”

Cliona quickly answered to that. "You’re one anmgyQQueen!" She readjusted the
canvas in her arms.

Janice laughed with a grin. "Couldn’t help it." Bagr grin went to a smile. "Anything
we’re missing?"

"Yeah." Emily glanced back to the warehouse dosrshe carried the poles. "We
need that last canvas for the tent. That's it."

Janice nodded. "Alright | got it. Hop into the tkugou guys.”

Everybody nodded and went to the back of the tplaking the tent fragments in
carefully followed by themselves climbing in.

The archeologist dropped the tent canvas to thengrand closed the door and locked
up the chains over the door. Picking up the tedtcamried it to the back of her truck.

Ashley reached forward to help lift the brown casweo the truck’s bed. She rested



it down and glanced back to her Queen.

Covington smiled. "Take these." She held out thkes.

The third in command nodded and took the stakes.

The Queen stepped back. "Thanks for getting evewytin here."

The four Amazons nodded with smiles. The regenkspp. "We didn’'t have much
choice my Queen."

"Right." Janice rolled her eyes. "With you Starlitigh lucky to get you to hear my
order let alone follow through with it."

Starling laughed and smirked to her Queen. "l ddknow what you speak of my
Queen."

"Whatever regent." The archeologist chuckled aadex walking to the driver’s side.
"We're out of here." She hopped into the truck ataited her up.

The green Ford truck rolled out onto the streetSatimbia and made its way to the
local airport. Once there the Amazon group hoppédato the airstrip near the DC-3
plane. The plane attendants from the Columbia eitpad just finished up fueling the
plane. The group after they were out of the truektxabout loading the plane with
the supplies well except for Ashley. Ashley howewent inside of the terminal to

call her friend in London about landing there.

By the time the Amazons had the plane loaded wetharcheological tools, the third

in command returned with good news. Ashley’'s Amalzmmd told them it was safe
for them to land and that she could get permis&othem to land. Ashley was left
excited and thanking her friend for the help. Theakon had only laughed and told
her to fly safely. That's when the third in commdnahg the phone up and raced back
to her friends to tell the good news. So now theD@ane was rolling down the
northeastern strip, picking up speed.

Janice shut her eyes as she felt the plane lififijne ground. She hated this part and
landing.

Mel grinned and reached over to hold her partrieaisd, she squeezed.

The archeologist’'s eyes opened carefully and stlke dadeep breath to calm. "I hate
this."

"I know." The southerner grinned. "But duh landingafer."
"How you figure?" The small woman grinned up to seulmate.
"Cause you can still crash and walk away."

The archeologist laughed and sat back in her seafoctable. "True. Any landing
you can walk away is a good one."

"Yup." Melinda smiled and leaned towards her partslee kissed the small woman
deeply.



Janice smiled into the kiss and placed her rightilta Melinda’s cheek.

Within five hours or so the plane would land in don. Soon the group of Amazons
would discover who Clan Maired is and hopefullykpiher up to continue on their
guest. Their quest to finding the Amazon history.

Section 2

~*Part 3*~

M elinda went up the wood steps behind her soulndaegtly behind her were the
Amazons. Her blue eyes lifted to Janice’s leathekegt back.

The archeologist stepped onto the porch and heargditner come to her side. Janice
glanced to Mel with questioning eyes.

The southerner turned her head to Janice, sheagemefident smile.

Janice Covington took a deep breath and liftedilgat hand in a fist. She knocked on
the white door.

There was no response at first but the sound addloe being opened came soon.
The archeologist had a serious look at seeingadlbe apen.

Gradually a medium height, dark brown haired worappeared in the doorway from
behind the door. She spoke with warning eyes. "\Afigoyou?"

The archeologist quickly caught sight of the gald Imecklace around the woman’s
neck, she grinned inside of herself. Her eyes hewlcked with the other woman.
"This is..." She held her hand out to Mel. "MelindapPas, Clan Xena consort to
Gabrielle." She paused with a fine smile crossieglips and her hand falling down.
"l on the other hand am Doctor Janice Covington.anCbabrielle." She had a very
confident smile on her lips at seeing this womaifiscked expression but she
continued. "Amazon Queen and the Chosen."” She bBathl smirk. "And | presume
you are Clan Maired... Amazon Priestess?"

The woman blinked. "I... I am." A warm smile maskexass her lips as she kept her
eyes locked with Janice’s. She studied this ardgest whom was presumed a tomb
robber after her father and nothing like her mathir, she was nothing like her
father only like her mother. Her mother whom wa#\ofazon blood and Gabrielle’s
line. "My name is Constance O’ Henry. How can lphgbu my Queen?" The priestess
bowed her head and smiled back up. "For it tooklgag enough."

Melinda snickered.

The archeologist although sighed with a shake phkad. "So I've been told." She
gave a smile. "May we come in?" She took a steapecide. "All of us.” She held her
right hand out to her other Amazons at the bottbth® steps on the ground.

Constance gazed down to see the four Amazonsledl gown at the bottom of the



steps. "Yes of course."” She stepped back as alVdineen came into her small home,
directly into the comfortable living room. "Pleaaiésit down." She watched as
everybody mingled around to sit in different sp&@enstance quietly closed the door
and came to join the other Amazons, she sat. "\hags you here my Queen?"

Janice rested her eyes on the priestess. "JuseJaoine of the Queen stuff." She
took a deep breath. "First let me introduce yoth&others." She gazed over to
Starling. "This is Starling, Clan Ephiny as regént.

The priestess studied the regent and nodded vgithile. "Yes of course, Starling
Miller from California. You're the best regent yetust be the bloodline."”

Starling quietly laughed. "I suppose, I try."

The archeologist grinned and gazed over to Cliand.riThis is Cliona Smith from
Clan Amarice the Amazon Princess."

Constance smiled to the princess. "l recall.”

"Now next is my third in command." Janice smiledd&hley. "Ashley Teris of Clan
Teresa."

The priestess smiled to Ashley. "Ah, I've neverwkrtee third in command.”

The archeologist quietly laughed. "I've heard mydhn command is rather...
reluctant to divulge her identity."

The third in command was shy, so she blushed ameréx her eyes.

The Queen grinned and looked over to Emily. "Nexdoctor Emily Leukos who I've
recently decided is my body guard since we’ve met."”

The good doctor laughed and crossed her legs. fi@muite sure about that Janice.
Maybe more of a shadow."

"None the less a good friend | can see." Constamsked and furrowed her eyebrows
to Leukos. "What clan?"

Emily smiled warmly. "Clan Aster."

"Oh, yes a rather southern Amazon if | remembdtrig

Emily had confused sorts of look. "Yesss... how'd koow?"

Constance relaxed back into her seat with a srmatks”l am Artemis’s priestess."
All the women had a good chuckle at the explanation

Constance went to seriousness and gazed at thexQ&eewhat brings the Chosen to
my doorstep? For | never receive visits from the€uherself let alone with her
officers.”

The archeologist smiled and reached up to remowvbdteshe rested it in her lap.
"We're on a small mission."



"Really?" The priestess sat up a little. "l amigued. Tell me more."

Janice smirked. "l figured you would be." She labedhands together to rest on top
of her hat. "I'm collecting my officers right nowmd we are all going to have a party
together.”

Constance laughed and uncrossed her legs. "Andmilgat this party be about? The
Amazons haven't held a festival in centuries."”

The Queen nodded. "We'll fix that." Her eyes spadkl'But right now we’re going to
find the Amazon history. I've been told of the tothiat rests outside the old Amazon
village and that it contains knowledge of wealtthte Amazons."

"Yes it does.” The priestess smiled. "And finatlwill be brought back outside again.
What may | do to help?"

"We would like for you to come with us Constancelgus discover the tomb and
prepare for the future."

Constance’s head moved up and down as she thoughdanice’s words. "When?"

"Now." The small woman took a long breath. "Therserahe better of course." She
gave a smile. "Ssso, care to join in on the huntife Amazon past?"

"Definitely." The priestess laughed with happinésait may | make a
recommendation?"

"Yes." Janice added in a nod.

Constance took a deep breath. "I highly recommbkatiwe take Clan Masika with us.
She would be... rather upset if we did not bringwgh us. For her clan is the oldest
in the Nation."

Starling quickly jumped in. "Do you know whom Cl&tasika is?"

"Oh my yes." The priestess laughed. "To much." §bed suddenly. "Give me a
moment, let me ring her up and have her come &hex.won’t believe this." The
Amazon disappeared into another room to use hergho

"This is perfect." Cliona sighed with a shake of head. "It will be a wild bunch in
that forest."

Everybody chuckled at the princess.
Mel evilly grinned to the princess. "Wait till weeaat up wid Sylvia and Hellanes."

Cliona Smith quickly gazed over to the southernigh worried eyes. "Are they as bad
as the stories say?"

"Hey!" Starling narrowed her eyes to the princé§hose are my friends." A small
grin.

The princess quietly laughed. "That makes it alriore concerning Starling."

The Amazons all laughed at once.



The regent sighed with a shake of her head. "Novawe two comedians in this
group. Great."

Janice snickered at her friend’s words. "Yes wellHéel eyes went to Cliona. "You
have to watch out for Sylvia she’s more wild thegllbéhes. Hellanes is... reserved.”

"Good." Cliona snorted and rest back into her s&la¢. was certainly of Clan
Amarice. To us, Cliona looked exactly as Amariceept older and with straight red
hair. But the same arrogant attitude outside asidiéwith a warm heart.

Constance now reappeared with a warm smile. "Clasiké is on her way." She sat
once more.

Melinda gave a grin to the priestess. "And Clan ikag&?"

The priestess chuckled lightly and rested her anmihe armrests. "Her name is
Radclyffe Hale, she’s the best Head Council Menaver."

The southerner faintly nodded. "From what | reddihsika wuz... uh little
unpleasant.”

Constance nodded with a sigh. "That's Radclyffe, isever quite nice." She
grinned. "A bit... stubborn, hot headed, and persistBut none the less, she’s a very
loyal Amazon with a smart head on her shoulders.”

"Dat iz one thing dat sticks in my mind." The tritsr crossed her legs nicely.
"And how do you know this Mel?" The priestess hadrderested look.
The aristocrat had a hidden smug look. "Well... haphomework Constance."”

Constance O’ Henry laughed and shook her head. WArat do you know of my
clan?"

Janice took that one. "Well, that priestess Mawes the head priestess well in touch
with Artemis. And she highly favored Xena and Galbei practically bonded the
soulmates."

"Well Janice..." Constance had an appreciative sifieu did do your homework as
well, except for one minor detail."

"And what'’s that?"
The priestess’s smile shifted into warmth. "Mairetver bonded Xena and Gabrielle."
The archeologist’'s head was bobbing.

"No she didn’t." Melinda saw Constance’s attengjorto her as well as the other
women. "They bonded themselves and were bless@dtbmis."

"Yes." Constance grinned to Mel and winked. "Maipest delivered the messages
Artemis had." A knock came to the door and in resgoConstance stood. She
ambled over to the door and opened it.

On the porch stood an older woman in her latteréf®ior so. She smiled warmly to



the priestess. "It's good to see you Constance."

The Amazon laughed warmly. "Glad you could makeaticlyffe. Please come in, |
have some friends I'd like you to meet."

Radclyffe nodded and stepped inside of the whitediroom. Her eyes shifted over
to the area where six women all sat gazing up to"A&d whom are these... visitors
of yours Constance?" Her hands went to her hipsiteéCa few."

Constance grinned up to her friend. "Don’t be takiwo judge Radclyffe. Come sit
down and I'll introduce."”

The council member sighed and ambled across thd Woor to stand in front of a
seat beside Constance’s.

The priestess stood beside Radclyffe Hale andheidhand out towards Emily
Leukos first. "This is Doctor Emily Leukos." Heresylifted to Hale. "Clan Aster."

The council member’s brown eyes looked over thero#mazon, accepting her. She
noticed the golden bird necklace.

Emily smiled warmly. "It's great to meet you Radtty"

The older Amazon nodded with a faint smile. "Likes&" Her eyes shifted over to
Ashley. "And this young one?" She saw this youndestazon blush faintly. "Honey,
| do pray you do not blush so much over the smatiesompliments.”

Ashley lowered her eyes and quietly laughed.

Constance smiled to the third in command. "Thiagkley Teris our third in
command and she’s of Clan Teresa."

"Ah yes." The head council member put her armsrsgdier chest. "l was wondering
if we still had a third in command these days. Gladally know." A small grin was
over her lips despite her hard tone of voice.

"Now next in line is our princess." Constance tarher body slightly to the left to
Cliona. "Cliona Smith in Clan Amarice."

"Wonderful to meet you Princess Cliona."

Cliona returned the smile. "Yes, it's great to nthethead council member. Another
Amazon to add to me list."

Radclyffe laughed lightly. "Yes there’s a greatrspéus.” Her eyes moved to
Starling, looking over her.

"Starling Miller our regent.”

The old Amazon nodded. "Yes yes, Clan Ephiny mhil@ot mistaken.” She grinned to
the regent. "Exactly as | pictured you Starling."

"And you the same." The regent grinned back upeds® to meet the oldest clan.”

"Isn’'t it?" Hale took a deep breath. "You will noieet any other clan older then 1. |



pride myself on such a thing."

"I would myself if | could say duh same." Melindasvstudying the oldest Amazon.
She’d felt like she’d definitely met this Amazonftwe. In her past life maybe.

Clan Masika narrowed her eyes faintly at the sauttre "You must be Clan Xena, for
the stories lay true to your form." She shifted I@nds to her hips. "And you’re name
is dear?"

"That is Miss Melinda Pappas from South Carolina.”

Radclyffe nodded at Constance’s response and cmdtito stare at Mel, seeming to
try and read her. "Thy Pappas related to Doctor Réglpas?"

"Duh same." The aristocrat didn't like this headimoll member by much. She felt her
defenses sparking to life. She knew then she’dutieniy heads with Radclyffe Hale
for the next few week<sreat jus’ greatMel sighed at her inner thoughts.

Hale huffed at Mel and turned to a small blond. Elggs definitely narrowed to slits
at this unruly looking woman. "And this is?" Hen®held seeming disgust.

Constance was about to answer but stopped asstitbes®ueen rise up from her
seat.

Starling had her hands on the chair’'s arms getgagy to stand and place Radclyffe
in her place for the hidden insult on the Queert.dBe’d stopped when Janice stood
up rapidly.

Janice Covington had her hat in her right handitegpagainst her outside thigh. Her
back was straight while her eyes gleamed. "I amt@atanice Covington."

"Oh yes, the archeologist after the Xena scroBadtclyffe had a huge smug look. "So
what brings you knocking to the Amazons’ doors Bo&ovington? You have little
to do with us."

"Actually..." Janice had her smugness over her featull have everything to do with
my Amazons." Her arms were against her chest vatifddora. "It's nice to meet you
Radclyffe Hale...  am Clan Gabrielle."

Immediately eyes widen and the old Amazon’s baiffesed up. "You can’t be."

The archeologist quietly laughed. "Believe it Ratfel" She reached between her
shirt to extract her bird necklace that contairferléamerald eyes.

The head council member carefully reached forwaraold the gold bird and she
studied the emeralds with wide eyes. "My god." hi@nds gently released the
necklace and she locked eyes with the Queen. "hiyegardon my Queen. But... |
had no idea."

"Trust me, nobody did let alone me." Janice smirked slowly sat back down.
"Please sit Radclyffe." Constance sat herself.

"Yes of course." Hale slowly sat down and keptéyers pinned on the Amazon
Queen. Her head quickly turned to O’ Henry. "Whyswaot ever informed about



whom the Queen was?"

"l can answer that." It was the regent. "Only derfseople knew and that was Cliona,
Sylvia, Hellanes, Ashley, and myself." She pausgdd to phrase her next words
right. "Nobody else knew for safety reasons anddhethat telling you or Constance
would have been a feat in itself. We didn’t everwrwho you two were till now."

Radclyffe moved her head in understanding. "Quigeustandable.” Her attention
shifted to Janice. "And what brings you over her&mgland in the middle of World
War I1? It must be quite important.”

The Queen lifted up her right foot to rest on ledr knee. "Rather important." She
smiled to the old Amazon. "As I've invited Constarignvite you. Us six are headed
to Greece to the old Amazon territory. We plan @ugihg up that old story about a
tomb in the ground outside of the old village."

Radclyffe didn’t change her composure and saidingttShe just tried to understand
the purpose of such a mission. She took a longlerad crossed one leg over the
other, she studied the new Queen. Her lips premgaitst her right fingers with her
elbow on the armchair. "Very interesting my Queen."

Covington sighed. "Janice please." She shifteceimskat. "I would like for you to
come with us Radclyffe. And | do believe you'd liteebe there to see the opening of
the tomb."

"I would." The head council member was serious w&itbw voice. "And what is the
purpose of this mission?" She sat up straight irskat. "We can not go gallivanting
in our ancestors’ cherished lands to dig holep@ssible false legends.” She shook
her head. "I will not disrespect my past ancestors.

Janice nodded a few times. "l agree. That's whpuil like for you to come and help
us decided if this legend is false." She took @lbreath. "We also need a wise
person to be there."

"Ah yes." Radclyffe gave a knowing smile. "I suppasy vast knowledge in the
Amazon history would serve its... purpose.”

"Look Radclyffe..." Melinda straightened up. "Eithgyu may join us or you may not.
You ain’t gotta tuh but we would love yo help. Budoesn’'t mean we ain’t able tuh
find out ‘bout Amazon history through duh artifaats hold."

"You may be able to do just that Melinda." Rad@yffrinned. "However you may not
be able to find the stories behind each artif&et $in old Amazon such as me can."

The southerner smirked to the council member. "AltgtRadclyffe, Janice and
myself do hold duh stories. Gabrielle’s scrolls &ed personal diary, dat’s all we
need."

Hale huffed and looked away from the translatoe §azed back to Covington. "You
have a rather... tough partner Janice."

The Queen gave a smug look. "I know." Her eyedehibver to Melinda.

The tall woman winked to her soulmate.



A swift grin to Janice’s lips and she looked batckite Masika Clan with a serious
look. "So what will it by Radclyffe? Stay in Londan join us in finding Amazon
history?"

Radclyffe took a very low breath and considered. iad turned to Constance. "Are
you going?"

"Definitely." The priestess smiled. "l would like know more of the Amazons. The
legends and traditions handed down through therggams are nothing compared to
what they saw the tomb contains.”

Radclyffe looked away and to Janice. "Well then. hé$ad a small smile but hard
eyes still. "l do believe I'd like to make sure tecient lands do not get torn up. And
if this so called tomb is found I'd like to know Agmon history myself."

"Perfect." The archeologist smiled warmly and tifteer hat over her head. "Let’s get
to Greece now."

At once each last Amazon stood in unison, a missi@omplete.

Starling looked over to Constance. "Mind if | useiyphone? | need to call up my
friend in Thessaloniki."

"Yes of course Starling." The priestess steppedratder seat. "Follow me."
The regent nodded and followed.

~Fk ko

The translator lifted her right hand to the bridddaer nose rubbing there. She took a
deep breath while closing her eyes.

Janice sighed and lifted her eyes from the Amazmkb'That's a lot of
information."

"It iz." Mel opened her eyes and dropped her hdrws her face. "If yo look here
Janice." She pointed to small spot in the Clan @db&rAmazon book. "It says dat in
duh spring Gabrielle had all duh Nations come tugrein Greece."

"What I'd like to know is how Gabrielle became tQaeen of all the Nations."”

The southerner sat back in her seat and thouglat iooment. "My guess iz she
battled duh other Queens."

The archeologist furrowed her eyebrows up to halnsate. "How you figure?"

The aristocrat grinned and lowered her eyes tovibre book again. "Right here." She
took a deep breath as she read the line. "Soondaftechallenges Xena and myself
confront duh former Queens about duh coming spsiptans. Dis brought ‘bout duh
Queen’s departure from duh village tuh... Well anywayMelinda gazed to her
partner. "Dat’s my evidence tuh back up my hypathées

The small woman chuckled. "Good evidence Mel." Ba@ a respective smile in
Mel’s direction. "Now | remember one of the manggens why I love you."



"Oh?" The southerner’s eyes twinkled. "One huh? ¥8lduh rest?"
"Mmm. | could be here all night telling you them."
"l can imagine." Mel set her expression into a gssfonal one.

Janice laughed and smiled up to her friend. "Besidéd rather show you." She
brought her hand under her southerner’s chin,thenb running across the ruby red
lips.

"Mmm, my lips aren’t jus’ good for translaten Jagigou know?"

The archeologist laughed and leaned up to kispdrner soundly. She felt Mel's
large hand slip behind her head.

Slowly the tall woman pulled back from the kisst head leaning against Janice’s.
Her eyes drifted to across the isle to see StaMiligr asleep, her head resting
against Emily’s shoulder. Cobalt eyes came badlatoce. "You know, they’'re bound
tuh wake up."

"Mmm yeah." The small woman nuzzled her soulmatesk. "We should get some
sleep.”

"Yesss." Melinda straightened up. "We'll be in Greébout four hours."
The archeologist nodded and smiled to her othér 't@allad this flight is long."
"Me tuh."” The belle smiled warmly also. "Let’s ge&ime sleep.”

"Yeah." The archeologist stood up from the airplaseat, her right hand resting on
the seat in front of her.

The other woman knew what Janice’s desire was fremSo she shifted to let her
back lean against the side of the plane and herdpgead across the seats. "Come
here."

Janice smiled warmly and crawled into her soulnsaé&ms, her back sinking into
Mel’s warm body. She reached up to her hat and itooft, her head dropped back
into her partner’s shoulder. Her fedora was so@t ber head, slightly tilted to block
out and light.

Pappas quietly laughed at her best friend. Shegllifie hat a little a placed and kissed
Janice’s head and lowered it back down. She snddgiehead against the smaller
woman’s and shut her eyes. "l love you Janice."

The archeologist grinned under the hut. "I love y@uMel."
The pair soon slipped into their dreams after thvosels.
~*Part 4*~

The plane came to a sudden bounce and the arcieta@bygost went out of her
soulmate’s arms. She would have if it wasn't for’Blarms tightening in instinct.
"What the hell?" Her hat came off and she lookadssto the opposite window.



Starling lifted her head up off Emily’s shoulderdagazed out her window. She saw
the blur of black. "We must be landing." She hahaslscreeching of the wheels and
the brake on the wings fling up. "Yup." She watckezliblur of the airport go by as
the plane slowed.

The southerner’s eyes gradually opened and shediailseeing the airport out the
window.

Janice glanced sideling to her partner. "We're Back

Constance stood took a deep breath. "That wasedylfiight. My compliments to the
pilots."

"We're not out of yet Constance." Radclyffe turremt head to her friend. "We still
have yet to stop.”

The archeologist sighed. "Don’t jinx us now Radigyf
Hale grinned over to her Queen. "As you wish... mg&u"

The Queen sighed and shook her head. She therdieakelong to her soulmate and
asked in a whisper, "Sleep well?"

"Yes." Mel’s thumbs began to run against Janicaisds. "You?"

"Definitely." Janice squeezed the large hands. Nbe/felt the plane come to a slow
roll and was being maneuvered through the airstaps docking bay. She began to
sit up but felt Mel’'s arms tighten around her waistidenly.

"Not yet."

The archeologist quietly laughed and settled batkthe tall woman’s body. She
stared out Starling’s window watching the airstigasby with a few other landing
planes here and there. She felt the plane comeditirag stop and the props turn off.
The props still spun but slowed.

Ashley came out of the cockpit and down the islbdofriends. "Well ladies,
welcome home to Greece." She grinned. "I do hopégaide was rather enjoyable
‘cause Cliona and | are beat."

Emily Leukos smiled up to the third in command.whs grand.”

"Great." Ashley grinned for two seconds but lost\iVe're docking now and we’ll be
able to leave." She took a deep breath. "And | damw what'’s the plan after that."

The regent took her cue. "An Amazon that lives mefEhessaloniki by the name of
Rosie Riveter, she’s from Clan Zahra. Will be hesating for us with a truck to
unload our stuff in so we can head to the forest."

Janice raised an eyebrow at her regent. "Is shenppus?"

"No." Miller shook her head to the archeologistutBinvited her and she said she’s
to busy with work to be able to leave along witl ¢iaild."

The Queen nodded. "Understandable."



Ashley took a deep breath, she was feeling exhdu4tk let Cliona know what'’s
going on." She turned around in the isle and slondyle her way back into the
cockpit.

"We’'re gonna have tuh give them some time tuh sleep

The Queen nodded at her partner’s suggestion. rilgii." She held back a yawn.
"All of us after the time change."

Starling huffed tiredly. "Tell me about it." Sheet up. "It's about four in the
morning for us."

"Well more like ten o’clock for Radclyffe and I."d@stance had a small smug look
towards the regent.

Clan Ephiny rolled her eyes and gazed down at Erfilgw you feel?"
The doctor looked up with tired brown eyes. "Reguhbed."

The plane filled with low chuckles and once theglesh Cliona and Ashley reappeared
from the cockpit.

"Alright, let’s get off this plane. I'm cramped. Moabout the rest of you?" The
princess put her hands on her hips.

The Amazons all stood together.

The pilot laughed and gazed at the third in commdret’s get the door and see if
they have the stairs ready."

The copilot nodded and strolled over to the doerjshked the handle down and
pushed the door open with a hard budge. When tbesyeung open the plane filter
with the sun’s bright light. Ashley groaned andHet eyes adjust. She peered down to
the ground and saw two men with the set of stepgt b them, she noticed, was a
woman in her mid-thirties with a huge smile.

The woman smiled. "Hello! | take it Starling Milles on board."

"Yes!" The third in command smiled. "Are you RoBveter?" She watched the two
men wheel the stairs to the door of the DC-3. Sdre Hown to hook the steps to the
plane.

"Yes | am." Rosie Riveter smiled warmly. "I haverack waiting for you all.”

"Wonderful." Ashley rose back up after connecting steps. "We'll all be down in a
moment." She noticed a large truck parked behinsidRRiveter. Turning around she
came back more into the plane, she spotted Startingng up the isle. "She’s here."

Amber eyes lifted to the copilot. "Rosie? Great."
"And the truck is here too."

The regent quietly laughed. "Even better."
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The archeologist’s head swayed from the turn ottihvek. Sleepy green eyes opened
and she watched cars pass by on the dirt roadstamain road out of Thessaloniki.
Slowly lifting her eyes up she caught Mel gazingvdaat her.

Melinda smiled warmly. "Get some sleep." She redahigh her left hand to take
Janice’s smaller hand.

Janice grinned at seeing Mel's black bangs follgwmthe wind. She unlocked their
hands and slipped her right arm through Mel's axxttéd their hands again. Her head
rested down against the southerner’s shoulder.

The translator grinned to herself and dropped kadidown on Janice’s.

Constance chuckled at the pair and gazed at Ré&elclBood pair.” She’d whispered
that over the roar of the traveling truck.

The head council member grunted, her eyes pinngédeosoulmates. "Hopefully."
Her arms went against her chest and she droppdtehdrforward. Her eyes easily
shut.

The priestess sighed and studied the soulmatesféav moments. With a sigh she
dropped her head back against the truck’s siderigler hand came down to fall on
canvas. Constance tried to sleep and ignore thesmoal jouncing of the truck.

Then the truck jerked on the dirt road causing &gl lift her head up in
wonderment. She remembered then that she was ec&ne a truck headed to the
ancient Amazon Nation. Her half-open eyes liftedagliona.

The princess opened her eyes at feeling her ctgpdather. She smiled warmly to the
third in command. Stretching her legs out, Clioested them on the handles of wood
picks. "Go to sleep Ash."”

The third in command nodded. "Trying, not to cortdbte."

The pilot sighed and reached over with her rigimchi® her friend’s shoulder. "Come
here." She pulled Ashley down.

The young Amazon followed the command and restedidad in the princess’s lap
and curled her body up. Closing her eyes agairssbe fell asleep.

Cliona smiled and shut her eyes, her right armefttagver the third in command’s
waist.

This only left us with the good doctor and StarlMdler whom were inside of the
truck.

Emily Leukos was one of the Amazons wide awake.

"Can’t sleep?" Starling glanced over to her friamdl back to the road as she drove.
"No." The doctor shook her head and smiled ovéhéaregent. "I'm to excited.”

The regent laughed and reached to lift up her éunbcoffee. "Same here."

"Naw, that's cuz of the coffee you're drinking Sitag."



Miller chuckled after drinking some of the coffebe placed it back down, her hand
going back to the wheel. She shifted her bodytle Iih the seat feeling her body
shaky from the lack of sleep. "You may have to eliiva while."

Leukos laughed. "I am always driving for you."

A snicker came from Starling. "True." She glimpsedmily then back to the road.
"Well, do you remember how to get to the forest?"

"A little." The doctor took a long breath. "l asseinve’re going around the
mountains?"

"Yesss." The regent nodded and slowed the truekfask came in the road. She
turned to the right road and sped back up. "lt&ttgrstraight shot.”

Leukos nodded. "Well if you get tired then let nmobw."

"Thanks." Starling flashed a smile for a seconddauicentrated on her driving again.
A small grin took her lips. "Just follow the featldbrt road.”

The doctor laughed and smiled to herself. Emilgtstred her legs out next and
propped her right elbow on the open window’s 88lo | guess Sylvia and Hellanes
will be surprised.” She felt the breeze caressahmaron the window.

"Yeah." The regent smirked while gazing out thedww. "They’ll never believe the
sight of this truck. Eight women all come rollingo the old village... and Amazons
at that."

Leukos laughed and shook her head faintly. "True sure this will be the most
Amazons in the old village since it separated.”

"Probably right." Starling grinned and took a déegath. "I hope this all works."
"It will." Emily smiled to her regent and staredckaout of the window.
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The truck rolled off the dirt road and off to thdeswith a gentle stop. The driver’'s
door swung open and Starling almost went tumblntipé ground. She straightened
up with a groan. "Oh god, that was to much drivirg@he shut her eyes.

Janice opened her eyes and lifted her head. Tuh@angead to the left she saw her
regent out of the truck stretching. "Break?"

Golden sand eyes open. "Yeah." Starling smiledbupet Queen. "Four hours of
straight driving, I'm beat."

The archeologist nodded and felt Mel's arm readgstinst her own.
The southerner smiled over to the regent. "I caredtuh rest of duh way Starling."
The regent quickly glanced up to the aristocrabu’Yemember how to get there?"

"Definitely." Melinda gave a small grin. "Good memd A wink and she glanced
down to her soulmate. "Fancy riding inside?"



"Yeah sure." The small woman smiled up to her garémd began to stand. "Let’s
walk around first."

The belle nodded in agreement and stood with hendr

The other four Amazons in the back of the truckedlized what was going, awake
once they shook off their sleepiness. And carefalllgix women in the back of the
truck stepped through the minefield of archeoldgiocals and made it to the ground
safely.

Emily silently closed the passenger’s door and e@l&round to the back of the truck
to the others. "Nice ride so far?"

All the Amazons turned to the good doctor with aagr and faint glare.
Leukos smirked to friends. "No? Well the ride hasibfun in the truck."
Everybody but Starling and Emily shook their heads.

Cliona turned to the doctor. "Come join us in tlagk"

The doctor laughed with a smile. "I will be."

The princess grinned with her right hand comingnaily’s shoulder. "Good." A
squeeze, a release, and Cliona began to walk around

Janice peered up to her best friend. "You know Wwhadt remembered?"
"Mmm?" Mel glanced down.

"We haven't eaten since we left England." Her stcimagreed with a rumble.
"See..."

The translator laughed with a smile and took Jasicand. "Let’s see if we can find
some fruit."

"Sounds good to me." Janice put her hat on andedlalldth her partner into the
surrounding forest.

Ashley looked up to Cliona. "Where they going?"

The princess shrugged her shoulders and restetghehand on the truck. "For a
stroll.” She grinned to the third in command.

The copilot laughed "Didn’t think archeologists kosirolls."

Janice bent down in front of a berry bush anddifter hands to hold the red berries,
she studied them. "Hey Mel, think these are satat"

The aristocrat came up behind her soulmate anddmewmt to one knee as well. She
studied the fruit. "Ain’t sure, let’s see..." Her higcame up and she plucked a berry
off. Crushing the small berry between her thumb fanefinger she lifted the red
residue to her face and smelled it.

The berries held a very fine scent of bitternegktart and the berry’s juice was a



deep crimson red.

"Don’t eat it." Mel’s eyes narrowed and she reactiedn to the ground to lift a green
leaf. "It'z probably poisonous."

Janice raised an eyebrow. "But | saw a bird eatiege a minute ago."

"Yess uh bird not uh human." The southerner wipeayahe berry remains on the
green leaf, the leaf going to the ground againtd8some how can eat poisonous
berries widout being affected. They're stomach lwaak down duh food widout duh
poison taking affect. One of their survivals skillShe smiled to her archeologist.

Emerald eyes shifted back to the berries, stariigean. "Makes sense." Her eyes
shifted to the tall woman again. "Where'd you |letrat?"

"Girl scouts," was Mel's answer while standing up.

Janice’s eyes widen at the thought of a very yddetinda in a girl scouts group.
"You're kidding?" She stood up to face her trarmiatYou in girl scouts?"

The southerner grinned with her reply. "Maybe." Sbanned the forest.

The archeologist started to chuckle. "l can jusigme that now." A huge amused
look was over her face.

Melinda sighed with a shake of her head. Her &ftesl lup again and searched the
woods for a food source. "Come on." Her eyes beganreed on a tree and she
started heading to the tree.

Covington followed behind and spotted the trebelt apples. "Greek apples, now
I'm excited."

The aristocrat laughed and slowed to walk besidg@aegner. "Didn’t reckon there
wuz uh difference between uh Greek apple and anriéareone."

"I think so." The Amazon shot a grin up to herride "The Greek one’s are juicer,
taste better."

Mel laughed with a smile and reached the treewsdr@ about pulling them off.
Janice on the other hand collected the applesoffters would die for some and they
both knew that.
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Janice lifted the red apple up and took a biteodutt Munching on it, she lowered the
apple back down and stared out of the window.

The aristocrat shifted in her seat and lowereddfehand from the stirring wheel.
With her free hand she brushed back her bangs. fEa&hing back she grasped the
pin in her hair and pulled it out, her black pdeir came falling down to form her
facial features. Taking the pin she tucked it inéo white shirt's small pocket.

The archeologist gazed over to her other half éohee hair down. She grinned. "It
always makes you look different.”



Sea blue eyes shifted over to Janice. "Oh?" Hes pig&ked up a hidden twinklé.
makes me feel different tddut Mel never voiced this thought aloud.

The small woman studied Mel before answering iovadlmost seeming concerned
voice. "Yes."

Melinda smiled warmly and gazed back out of thedwin, trying to worry about her
driving. She took a deep breath. "Are duh otheleep®"

"Not sure." Janice reached up to take her hat'ldffld on." She ducked her head out
of the window with her left knee resting on thetseker emerald eyes focused to the
back of the truck where all her Amazons were whin @rcheological tools and
luggage. She grinned to see Starling and Emilyepdlegether. Cliona was sleeping in
Ashley’s lap this time and Radclyffe seemed to gipeand was sleeping on
Constance’s shoulder. Janice studied the womeretasigh her right hand coming up
to brush her hair back but it didn’t help as har hew past her face again. With a
content sigh she ducked back into the cab of thekir'They're all asleep again.”

The translator moved her head in understandingcK&eed dat.” She took a deep
breath. "Do you reckon how long it wuz tuh duh Am@azorest?"

Janice sat back in her seat with her hat on het again. "l think we have... two
more hours." She lifted her apple to bite from. yfdeollected fifteen apples and
there were three left.

"Good." Melinda smiled to her partner. "Cause tehdriving."

The archeologist laughed and smiled. "Don’t | kdoMer expression went concerned
and she peered over to the other woman. "Want rdeve?"

"Naw." The belle smiled warmly and met her soulrisagaze for a moment. "I'm
fine, thanks."

Covington smiled and nodded. "Let me know if yowaant to stop.” She took a deep
breath and finished up her apple. Tossing the apgphains out the window her
stomach felt semi-content for now. "Well at leastlivnake it to the Amazon forest
by dinner."

Pappas laughed with a smile playing her lips. "TruWéith a sigh she concentrated on
the road ahead, they'd been traveling this padictdad for five hours now. It was the
feather road with no doubt.
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Sylvia took a deep breath and propped her bootgpthe table. She gazed across
the room to see Hellanes starting the fire. "Wioat glanning?"

The weapons master shrugged and turned arouncck&hnothing much." This was

an Amazon whom knew how to cook well and nobodylditnwave ever guessed. She
smiled at her Amazon friend and ambled across thaMioor to sit at the table to let
the fire warm. "That wasn’t bad practicing today."

Sylvia Carter gave a huge grin. "Thanks Nes." Sgieesl with sadness. "You know |



really miss Starling around here."

"Despite her barking orders?" Hellanes Kallen reddback to unclip her Amazon
sword from her back, it settled onto the table.

"That's the part | really miss." Sylvia chuckledtiva grin and rested her laced hand
over her bare stomach.

The weapons master chuckled. "Yeah same here.ra®hger hand through her curly
dark brown hair. "I'm sure she’s having a ball wigmice and Mel."

"Starling, Janice, and Mel having parties?" Syleisked skeptical at her friend. "I
hardly believe that." A smug looked to the secandammand’s lips.

Hellanes laughed. "True, you're the only one thraiws a good time."
"Yess." Sylvia smirked and closed her eyes.

Both Amazons were left behind by Starling to loseothe ancient Amazon territory.
And now it was early evening and in the large hettivo Amazons rested in their
Amazon garb. They'd been practicing with their ssigofor most of the day while
looking over the ancient lands. Looking in hopest thtarling would soon arrive,
they’d missed their regent.

Sylvia took a lung filling breath and ever so slpwgleased it, her body extremely
relaxed. Her eyebrows yet furrowed and she begapéa her eyes. "You hear that?"

Hellanes gazed over to her friend. "Nnno." She edusying to listen. "What is it?"

The second in command’s boots hit the floor andstbed. "It's a car." She stood up
listening again.

The weapons master listened carefully and this shesheard the low rumbling. "It
is." She rapidly stood up with her sword, clippihgn. "Starling?" She turned her
head to Sylvia in question.

"Let’s find out." Carter moved to the hut's dooidawung it open to glance over to
the grass cover dirt road. She could hear the leebiearly now but had yet to see it.

Hellanes came up to the second in command’s salerig to the road. "Somebody is
coming."

"Yess." Sylvia still scanned the forest and thes sdwv a brown truck come rolling
along the road. "It can’t be already."

The weapons master grinned and looked through theow to see Melinda Pappas
and Janice Covington inside. "By god, there’s tfeheologist and translator.” She
laughed.

Sylvia grinned and shook her head. "Where’s StgPlin

Starling Miller’s eyes gradually open and she rexoed the area, a bright smile took
her lips. "We’'re here... we're here." She franticatgod up.

Emily Leukos woke up and slowly stood up besiderbgent.



The regent shifted to rest her hands on the rotiefruck and smiled ahead at seeing
her friends. The light breeze blew back her cudy.h

The doctor saw Sylvia and Hellanes. "There they are
"Yup." That bright smile was still on Starling’$8. She waved ahead to her friends.
Sylvia laughed and waved back to her regent.

Hellanes leaned a little to Carter. "You know Staylis waving more to you then
me."

The second in command rolled her eyes. "Whatever'Ne

The weapons master quietly laughed and crossearimsrover her chest. "Don’'t go
into denial Sylvia, it doesn’t suit you."

Then both Hellanes and Sylvia noticed it. All themen in the back of the truck, their
mouths dropped.

Melinda came drove right up near the hut and tuthedruck off. She smirked to the
second in command and weapons master. "Eveningsladi

Sylvia laughed and took a step closer to the triiere’s the party at?"
The southerner laughed and grinned. "Thought yaudwuld use some company.”

"Company? Two’s company, three’s a crowd, andsemparty." Sylvia grinned with
devilishness.

The translator chuckled and opened the door toaiep

The second in command turned her head to thetoghge Starling coming up quickly
to her. She smiled lovingly to the regent.

Starling Miller grinned and pulled her second imeoand into a tight hug. "It's good
to see you."

Sylvia smiled and pressed her face into the otlenan’s shoulder. "I missed you
Starling."” She hadn’t known why she said that,aswt her thing to express her
emotions. But she just did to this regent and weshe really didn’t mind it.

Clan Ephiny smiled and pulled back. "Missed yourckrjokes too Sylvia."
"Not as much as | missed your coarse attitude."
Starling laughed at Clan Solari and turned to teapons master. "Nes."

The weapons master smiled and pulled her regdot & hug. "Glad you made it
back Star."

"Same here." The regent patted Kallen’s back afiégpback from the hug.
Emily, Cliona, Ashley, Constance, and Radclyffe earp together near the group.

Janice and Mel on the other hand stood next tativer's door watching the reunion



of friends.
The second in command turned to Janice. "So, doave a Queen?"
"Definitely." The archeologist grinned. "A Queerdaanother Amazon."

Sylvia glanced to Mel. "That's wonderful. Congraiithns to you both." She went in
for a hug from both her friends.

Hellanes was next in line with the congratulatiang hugs to the archeologist and
southerner.

Emily slipped up next to the second in commandIvi&y"

Carter turned around to see the good doctor. "Ebaljkos, damn good to see you
too." She pulled the other Amazon in for a hug. §&thing you came too." She
smiled warmly.

Emily chuckled and released the brown haired Amazohcourse."

The second in command smiled and glanced over llartds as she finished talk to
Janice and Mel. "Guess who else is here Nes?"

The weapons master turned around to see Emily.l{Erkier lips spread into a
smile. "It's wonderful to see you again." She gaveug to Leukos now.

Sylvia then glanced behind Starling to see the fearaining women unknown to her.
"Who are they?" She glimpsed to Starling for aniaans

"That'’s for the Queen to tell you."

And that’s exactly what happened, the Queen shiftealigh and had Sylvia and
Hellanes to her left side. "These are Amazons HeHlaand Sylvia." Janice smiled to
her four Amazons, her eyes rested on Cliona. "E@tiona Smith from Clan
Amarice... Amazon Princess."

Sylvia and Hellanes nodded and looked to the nexhan who was smiling warmly.
"Next is Constance O’ Henry in Clan Maired, shais Amazon Priestess."
Constance nodded. "Nice to meet you both."

Sylvia smiled and shifted her eyes to the next wothat was rather young. "And this
little sprite?"

The archeologist grinned and winked to Ashley. lagiTeris of Clan Teresa, the
third in command. And last..." Janice’s emerald egsted on Radclyffe. "Clan
Maired as our head council member... Radclyffe Hale."

Hellanes furrowed her eyebrows at Radclyffe. "Yeuhe oldest clan if | am not
mistaken."

"l am." Radclyffe gave an assertive smile.

The archeologist then turned to Sylvia and Hellanktle. "And ladies, this is Sylvia
Carter of Clan Solari, your second in command." égs drifted to Hellanes. "Then



our weapons and fighting master Hellanes Kalle@lah Epinion."” Covington took a
deep breath. "Now that we're all family let’s ghisttruck unloaded."

Hellanes glanced over to her Queen. "Mind if | skt on that? I'd like to get dinner
going, especially since there’s so many of us."

The archeologist turned her head to the weapontemé&Binner really? Oh please go
do that."

Melinda chuckled from behind and gazed over toéall'Good idea Hellanes, you'll
get in good wid duh Queen."

Hellanes Kallen laughed and turned around to stntil the hut.

The rest of the group went through the processitwfading the large truck of it's
supplies.
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"So that’s why you all came huh?" Sylvia noddeéw fimes. "I could go for some
digging."

Janice grinned. "Agreed." She crossed her ledsearnkle. She lifted her head again
to gaze around at her friends along the long wabtet "We’ll start tomorrow."

Emily furrowed her eyebrows as she pushed her piate onto the table. "Do we
know where to start the digging?"

Janice shook her head. "No." Her eyes lifted toseeifmate beside her. "Mel and |
will have to figure that out.” Her attention weatlteukos again. "l think we can
figure it out."

"Well then, you won’t mind if | tag along." A pustatement from Radclyffe who had
her eyes pinned on Covington.

The small Queen sighed. "Not at all Radclyffe, yoitrself."

"l will." Hale gave a hard smile.

She’s always going to be that roudihe Queen sighed at the thought.
"How long will the dig take?" Starling gazed at #ireheologist.

Janice shrugged her shoulders at the regent. "Gmubetween a week to a month.
Depends on how long we find the tomb, how far wg dieather, anything really.” A
small grinned masked her lips. "Can vary greatly."

Cliona huffed. "Great, be stuck here in the midiflao where for a long time."
Everybody around the table chuckled at the princess
"You'll just have to make the best of it Clionata8Bing grinned to the princess.

Cliona Smith had a huge grin. "Oh | will." Her eyssfted down to Sylvia. "I think
Sylv can help me out."



The second in command laughed and rested back chhe. "I can do that Cliona."”
"Good."

Ashley glanced up to her best friend, Cliona. "H@y’re not leaving me out."

The princess chuckled and smiled to her copiloog&not my partner.”

"Ah yes, we’ll show you a good time too Sprite.'\N&y smirked down to Ashley.

The third in command groaned at her nickname. Mes &fted up to Smith. "Just
don’t even think of using that nickname."

Cliona snickered and smiled. "No worries."

Constance took a deep breath and stood up afteigdeaw late it was through the
window. It'd been over two hours since the sunietdies, | think | am going to go to
bed. Long travels."

Radclyffe stood as well. "I'll join you." She wa®Astance’s roommate.
The priestess nodded with a smile. "Goodnight all."

Janice took a deep breath, she felt exhaustedlhamwdewanted to sleep but said
nothing.

Hellanes glanced down to Starling. "You did takeeazf the problem in Florida
right?"

The regent nodded. "Yeah, Emily and | both did."
The weapons master nodded. "That’'s good. | knavag getting bad."
"We were able to fix it quickly." Starling smilesh@ took a deep breath.

The archeologist closed her eyes but slowly opéineah again. "Yesss, it became
vacation of sorts huh?"

Starling Miller snickered at her Queen. "It waslttbld the Queen."
Janice chuckled but slumped down into her seat.

The translator looked over to her partner, seeargired. She sighed with a hidden
smile towards her soulmate. She gradually stoocII'YWhink I'll head to bed." Her
eyes lowered to Janice. "Coming?" A small twinkiteeed her eyes.

Covington became lost in sapphire eyes, a smil@saaoss her lips. "Definitely.”
She stood up and stepped in front of Melinda. "Negrerybody."

The Amazons called back to their Queen.

Melinda and her soulmate walked through the halmdtowards their room. It was
equivalent to a tavern from back in the day.

Janice spotted their room and opened it fast aordstd in.



The southerner closed the door behind quietly wishow pace. She turned back
around to her partner. "Tired huh?"

The small woman nodded. "Tired isn’t even the wiordt.” She grinned for a second
but lost it over her sleepiness. With a sighedsttited to the bed and sat down, she
was about to remove her boots but instead stareerdirown bag resting on a chair.

The translator sighed and came up to her Queerpesitedown to one knee. "Here."
She began to untie the boots.

"Mel, | can-" Janice was cut off.
"Let me take care of yo for once.” Crystal eyesgled up to Janice. "Humor me."
The archeologist smiled warmly. "Thanks." And sben boots were gone.

The southerner shifted over to a chair and propy@edoot up one at a time to untie
them. Once her last one was off, small arms ermcrber waist.

Covington slowly turned her partner around withria.gReaching up she began to
slowly unbutton Melinda’s white shirt. She let liegertips brush against her
soulmate’s chest in the lightest of touches.

The aristocrat’s reaction was to close her eyeshapgpily endure the feather touches.

A grin was on Janice’s face as she pulled the’shatl out and let her hands press
against the smooth stomach of Mel. Her small hgtided up the southerner’'s
stomach, past her breasts and to her warm chesth8h slid her hands to the tall
woman'’s shoulders to remove the lightly weighttshir

The tall woman slipped her right hand under Jasichin and lifted her head.
Ducking down Melinda caught her partner’'s warm.lips

After the kiss Janice took a deep breath and leartedher soulmate.

The belle wrapped her arms around her friend aslibth calmed. For they both were
to tired to take each other. Not that they couldnivell they did want to rise early
tomorrow morning so they may find the locationloé tomb.

But minutes passed while they relaxed in their aang Janice broke them apart. She
finished changing, as did Mel. Within seconds the were crawling into bed and
their arms. And the sandman was visiting them both.

~*Part 5*~

The sun soon rose with the soulmates, the paingdeft for the morning. Neither
decided to get breakfast considering it would beud process and would wake the
other Amazons. So they slipped out of the hut aftessing and in Janice’s hand she
cared her Amazon book.

Yet before the two soulmates could take steps dxoay the hut they heard the door
open.

"I still plan to suit myself." Radclyffe came upttee Queen’s side. "I care about



where this dig is happening in the ancient lands."
"l understand.” Janice nodded and glanced up to 'NRelady to find this site?"
"Yup." The southerner smile.

The small group started walking through the areareslthe old village laid so long
ago. Of course there was nothing left maybe urftegtound there may be. But this
was not to be tampered with, Janice knew this ashrag Mel did. They were
archeologists together but they were also preseri¥érere were certain things in the
world that should never be discovered or reveabdedhat is where part of the people
rest. The very thing that kept life breathing itite land.

The women went into the surrounding forest gaznogiiad for anything that looked
out of place. However they did not.

Radclyffe sighed. "l hope you both find somethinigitriguing soon."

The translator sighed at hearing the hidden jilbe. Sopped walking and turned to
Janice. "May | see yo book?"

"Sure." Janice gave her partner the book carefully.

The aristocrat opened the leather book carefuligerhember something dat | read on
duh plane ride."

The archeologist shifted closer, gazing into hedler right hand came up to tip
her hat back.

Mel slowly flipped through the first page, skimmitige Greek. Turning the page she
skimmed the left page and stopped halfway. "Heiz"it

"Which part?" Covington was studying the page.

The southerner took a deep breath and began to"@adlis day duh tomb wuz
created and filled wid duh every essence of Amakamtomb will remain sealed til’
one-day duh rising sun may shine over duh Amazamdg

The head council member furrowed her eyebrows."'Sb@ shook her head at Mel.
"It's just a bunch of rhyme child."

"Dat’s exactly it Radclyffe." The tall woman grirchéo the Amazon. "You see,
Gabrielle wrote dis az directions to duh tomb."

The old Amazon opened her mouth to protest butouasff by Janice.

"No she’s exactly right Radclyffe." The archeoladigned her head to Clan Masika.
"Gabrielle is giving us directions to the tomb. Sie¥er writes in riddles and rhymes
unless she’s trying to tell us something. Shebara..." She furrowed her eyebrows
at what she said aloud. "Was."

The translator took a deep breath. "So we needauhh duh eastern side of duh
forest.”

Radclyffe stared at the pair for a moment. "Whyt@&asportion?"



The tall woman sighed. "Because dat’s where dulrises. Dat’s duh direction duh
sun rises over the Amazon."

The archeologist grinned and started walking indpgosite direction. "Well east is
that way." She looked straight ahead into the gisian that was cutting through the
trees.

They all walked together to the opposite side awal that side of the forest.
"Now what?" Hale’s hands went to her hips as shdistl the soulmates.
Janice sighed and looked around. "There has todre ta this."

"There iz." Melinda looked around. "I can feel iHér eyes then spotted something
rather odd. "Janice?" The tall woman started walitowards a tree.

Doctor Covington followed Mel and caught what shiednd. "What is that?" She
came up to the tree and lifted her hand to théstteenk. Her small fingertips grazed
across a golden metal that was imbedded into dee tr

"l ain't sure."

Radclyffe came up and stared at the piece of gethhmside of the trunk. "That is
rather different.”

"Mel, this is on the eastern side of this tree."

Blue eyes suddenly took on realization. "Then de&ans when duh sun peaks over
duh trees it'll reflect off of dis." Mel gazed tovas the sun to see it peaking over the
treetops.

All three women turned towards the rising sun amdicived as the sun’s light crept up
the tree’s trunk. Closer and closer it came tocthaular gold metal. Then finally the
light hit the gold and reflected off in a gold be#&mthe ground.

They all moved together around the gold circlel@dround. Janice and Mel both
knelt down cautious not to get in the way of tightis beam.

Mel reached forward to the spot on the ground bezahe saw something reflecting
in the ground. With her right hand she tore sominefgrass away.

The archeologist helped along, tearing the grasgaw

There now was a stone that held two gems insidae Afsapphire and emerald were
locked inside of a square marble stone that wagdum the ground.

Janice lifted her eyes to her partner. "Bingo."

As soon as she said that, the gold beam of ligltedaut to leave the emerald to
sparkle and sapphire to twinkle on their own.

Janice stood up gradually with a smile.

The belle sighed and glanced over to the head dauember. "Satisfied?"



Radclyffe gave a small chuckled and nodded. "l am."

~Fk ko

That following afternoon all the Amazons got togethround the marker in the
eastern portion of the forest. The three tents wetep and one was filled with their
tools they would use. Another tent was setup wifievatables to place artifacts on
later and for Janice to write on and keeps notéledf progress. The third tent
however was just pitched for anything.

By that afternoon they all began the dig. Firsttstg to dig around the marker and
pulling it from the ground that they kept in théifact tent. The site itself soon
became a wide but short trench and centered whemnarker once was. Into the late
afternoon everybody was becoming tired from thestmmdigging, even a bit tense.
But one Amazon came up with an idea to ease tlsoeietween them all.

"Have any of you played a game called Umbrella?iléghad stopped digging and
leaned against her shovel.

A few others stopped and gazed at the third in camin

"No Sprite. What is it?" Sylvia lifted her pick ameént at the ground to loosen it.
Ashley grinned. "It's a good game for a big grodipeople.”

"Well dat would be us Ash." Melinda grinned dowrthe third in command.

"That’s what | figured." Ashley Teris went backgboveling. "Is everybody interested
in playing it? Can be fun.”

Most of the Amazons chuckled at Teris and respondtudyes’s, except for one and
that was Radclyffe.

Janice glanced over to the head council membere"t@goin in the fun?"

"No thank you. I'd rather watch." Hale pushed Hemel deep into the ground and
threw the dirt over the trench.

The Queen shrugged and looked back down to herithicommand at the opposite
end of the trench. "Okay, so how you play Ashle$fé stopped working to break and
listen to the game’s instructions.

The other Amazons did the same and leaned agh#istdols to listen.

Ashley smiled to her friends. "Okay, I'll lead tbame since | know how it works." A
deep grin took her lips. "I'll say a thing and eadlyou one at a time will say one
thing back in response.”

"Now Sprite, what'’s the point?" Sylvia crossed &ens over her chest. "There’s gotta
be a goal.”

"There is hold on." The third in command quietlyghed and continued. "Now the
point of the game is for you all to understandpbat of the game."

All the Amazons just stared at Ashley with confusmsaks.



Teris laughed and shook her head. "Look, I'll sitantith Cliona and say a thing that |
am thinking and Cliona would respond with what 8heks I'm thinking about. Then
I'll tell her if she is right or wrong then next wial be Sylvia who response with a
thing trying to guess as well what | am thinkingldti tell her right or wrong. And
we’ll keep going down the trench till it gets baokme. I'll say another thing and go
down the trench. We'll keep doing this over andrdileeverybody... understands the
point of the game." She smiled with glee. "Alright?

Janice grinned and shook her head. "Alright, st#&s$h." She turned back to the
trench and went back to work.

"Okay." Ashley went to work again, she took a deegath, and spoke. "Cloud."”
"What?" Cliona looked to her partner. "What you mekud?"

Ashley grinned. "Cloud, that'’s it. Now guess what thinking about."

The pilot huffed and rammed her pick hard intodhve "Alright... sky."

The third in command shook her head. "Nope." Skkedaown to Sylvia. "Sylv?"
The second in command thought for a moment. "Sun."

"Not right." The copilot glanced to Hellanes. "N&s?

"Umm... white?"

"Nope." Ashley grinned. "Constance?"

"Umm... bird?" Constance glanced down the young Amaaajuestion.

"Nope." Ashley shook her head. "Emily?"

The doctor took a deep breath and gave her shdwaidapush. "Let’s see... weather."
"No." The copilot looked to the next person. "Mel?"

"Hmmm." The southerner stopped digging for a moneenting up with something.
"Rain?"

Ashley smirked. "Nope." She settled her eyes orcdalivly Queen?"
The archeologist took a deep breath and respofidkok?"

"Close but no." The third in command looked to l8tgr "Regent?"
Starling sighed because no clues were given tolrezip'Cloudy.”

"Ohh so close Starling but no." Ashley snickeretie¢oself since she was the only one
understanding.

"Give us another clue Sprite."
The third in command nodded at Carter’s words. YOkdeather."

"Hold on right there." Cliona turned to her copildtsaid bird earlier."



"Yeah you said bird... not feather."

The princess groaned and went back to her pickigtd whatever. Um... Amazon."
"Nope."

"How about Starling?" Sylvia grinned, knowing it sva type of bird.

"Nope." Ashley watched the second in command hudif kkeep working.

Hellanes took a deep breath. "Air?"

Ashley shook her head. "No."

Next came Constance. "Wings?"

"No although close." Ashley now just hear a bunthuwess going right down the
trench.

"Fowl?"
"Nope."
"Duck?"
"No."

"Oh Hell." Janice straightened up after hearingradlwrong answers. "l don’t know
Ash. Quill?"

"Oh god, so close Janice but no."

The archeologist growled and went digging agairouivturn Starling."

The regent sighed and came up with a responseth#r@a

"You're right Starling."

Miller quickly straightened up. "You're kidding?"

"No, you're right." Ashley grinned.

"What?" Janice glared down to her third in commahkibw’d she get it?"
The copilot shrugged her shoulders. "She just &dwut how | am thinking."
The archeologist looked to Starling. "How'd you...?"

The regent shrugged her shoulders and went to agalk. "I don’t know, lucky
guess."

Constance looked to the third in command. "Giva bt to this game Ash."”

"Okay... I'll advice to you all that you listen caudty.” She turned her head to her
partner while digging. "Let’s see... grass."

"Green?"



"Wrong."

"Garden?"

‘Wrong also."

"Blade?"

"Nope."

Constance didn't reply quickly. "Lawn?"

"Nope, Emily?

"Yard."

"Not yard either."

Mel stood up with her pick and grinned down to &sh'Mmm my guess is grass."

"Yup." Ashley looked to the southerner and sawgthe. Mel knows.She chuckled
and went back to work. "Janice?"

"Wait wait." The archeologist looked to her soulmaDo you understand this?"
The tall woman shrugged her shoulders and contimutbdher pick.
"You do!" The small woman put her left hand to hgr. "Mel, give."

The translator had a hidden grin when she turnethéed to her partner. "Jus’ pay
attention Janice."

The Queen ran her tongue across her molars and gazk to Ashley. "Alright...
turf."

"Nope."

Starling gazed to Ashley. "Green?"

"No." The copilot took a long breath of fresh &ir."

Cliona’s shoulders dropped. "This is crazy." Witkigh she said, "Lips."
"No."

"Oxygen."

"Wrong."

"Nose."

"No way."

"Space?"

"Wrong too."



"Atmosphere?"

"Definitely not."

Mel took a deep breath. "My guess is... air?"

"Yup, you got it Mel."

The archeologist growled low and gave her ansviemgs?"

"Oh no."

"Wind?"

"Nope Starling." Ashley smiled to herself. "Um...dré

"Bark?"

"Nope."

"Leaf?"

"No, wrong."

"Wood?"

"No, Constance?" The copilot heard Sylvia growl Jevhich made her grin.
“Tree?"

"Right Constance."

"Really?" The priestess blinked at the third in coamd.

Cliona raised an eyebrow at the priestess. "Defl'tte you got it too?"
O’ Henry shook her head. "No." She laughed uncotalidy.

Ashley looked down to Emily. "Ems?"

Leukos arched an eyebrow at the nickname but rereds answered. "l think...
trunk."

"No. Mel?"

"Limb?"

"Nope."

Janice shook her head. "Don’t even ask me."

Ashley chuckled. "Come on Janice, try."

The archeologist huffed and tipped her hat. "SHan’t know."
Ashley laughed and responded. "Not shit."

"I didn’t..." The Queen gave up and went back to aiggvhile she mumbled, "I hate



this game."

Melinda glanced over to her soulmate with a gri®orhe here."

With a sigh the small woman walked over to herrgart"Yeah?"

The southerner bent down close to her friend’saedrwhispered something.
"Starling?"

The regent shrugged her shoulder. "Branch."

"Oh no."

"Wait, what you telling her Mel?" Sylvia glancedwdo the trench to the soulmates.
"That’s not fair."

The translator straightened back up and winkectasbulmate. "Alright?" She went
back to her spot and glimpsed down to the secorednmmand. "I don’t reckon you
don’t really want tuh know what | said tuh Janic&.Very evil smile took her lips.

Sylvia’'s eyes widen. "You're right, | don’t.” Sheewt back to work.
Ashley’s new thing came with a grin. "Next one idel."

"Huh?" Cliona shook her head. "How’d this becomewttMel? She special or
something?"

The copilot laughed and grinned. "No, it just hasld with Mel."
"Fine... Melinda."

"Wrong."

"Pappas.”

"Not at all.”

"Aristocrat?"

"Nope."

"Southerner."

"Nope."

"American?"

"Wrong."

"Mel?"

"You got it Mel." Ashley grinned to her southerrefrd.
Janice sighed as it came her turn. "Belle?"

"Wrong too Janice. Starling?"



The regent shrugged her shoulders. "I don’t know el
"You go it too Starling."
Starling shook her head. "If you say so."

The head council member suddenly interrupted. "How can this game go on for
Ashley?"

The third in command sighed. "It can take betweaen rhinutes to five days. Depends
on the players and how quick at learning they are."

Radclyffe chuckled. "Ah, I think this will be forne days."

"Hey!" Cliona put her hands on her hips as sheagdrdown to the oldest Amazon.
"No witticism when you're not playing." A faint griwas on her lips.

Hale laughed and she went back to digging whiterigg to the continuing game.
The copilot took a deep breath as she thoughteohéxt thing. "Archeologist."

Janice ran her tongue across the back of her nidi&s is getting personalVith a
sigh Janice remembered her partner’'s waddsy, Janice you can do this. Just listen
to what they say.

Cliona gave her response. "Archeology."
"Nope."

"Janice."

"Wrong."

"Covington."

"Wrong too."

"Queen?"

"Oh no."

"Dirt."

"Nope."

"Hey!" Janice glared down to Emily Leukos. "Are yioying to say something by
that?"

The doctor chuckled and replied. "Not at all my @ué
With a huff, the archeologist went silent.
"Mel?" Ashley gazed down to the tall woman.

The southerner looked very serious however her @yiekled. "Archeologist?"



"Right. Janice?"

The Queen considered all that the other’s saidndrat her partner said. Slowly a
huge grin spread across her lips. "Archeologist?"

"Yup, you're right."

Janice suddenly smirked as the point of the gammeda her. "l know."

The regent turned her head to Covington. "How'd fygure it out?"

"Simple." The small woman smirked to her regenpdid attention."

Starling huffed and looked to Ashley. "Smartass?"

"Nope." Ashley laughed at the regent’s joke.

Janice turned to her regent and lifted her piclariDstart anything Amazon."

"Oh?" Starling rammed her shovel hard into thedhénside. She turned to her
Queen, hands till on the handle. "Are you goinguaish your regent?" She smirked.

The archeologist narrowed her eyes with a grinvaasl about to retort but was
stopped. For she found a pile of dirt thrown at Ganice stood there nodding as the
dirt fell off her body but a small mountain of i on the top of her hat. She stared at
the laughing regent who held the shovel.

Starling Miller was rolling with laughter after thwing the dirt at her Queen. But
suddenly she stopped as a mound of dirt smackrifabhe. Opening her eyes she
looked to Janice to see Mel standing tall behirdaftheologist.

The southerner smirked as she held the shovel herihands. "Don’t mess wid my
partner."

"That’s it!" Starling rammed her shovel into thet@igain. "This is war!" She flung
the dirt at the archeologist and translator.

Suddenly in the trench there was flying dirt goawgry which way by all the women.
World War Il broke out in the trench itself.

Radclyffe was the only exception whom climbed duhe trench in a rush. She stood
off to the side watching the younger Amazons amahgng.

The dirt fight went on for a good five minutes. Bxt@ody picking partners and
fighting against each other.

"Stop!" Janice’s voice echoed through and all tiea&ons stopped throwing the dirt.
"Jesus, thank you." She looked down the trencht@okia deep breath. "Let’s act a
little more mature... kids." Without warning a thingdirt smacked into Janice’s hat,
knocking it off and to the ground behind the ardbgist. The Queen nodded a few
times. "l don’t want to know who did that becauseall be having you lick this dirt
up." She smirked down to the Amazons.

All the Amazons chuckled and there was Cliona wiag snickering evilly. But she
went serious while trying to wipe away her guiltpk . She felt Hellanes jab her



lightly and the princess tried hard to hold backlhaghter.

The archeologist took a deep breath. "Seriouslyn&esd to be careful and not ruin
this trench.” Turning her head to the west direttghe noticed the sinking sun.
"Besides, it's time for dinner soon."

The Amazons laughed together and gradually clindagaef the trench with their
tools.

Janice though turned around to Starling, her tgimnd resting against the trench’s
wall. When she did turn around she spotted thentagearing her fedora.

Starling smirked.

"Jesus, give me that." The archeologist reachemdaia and took her hat quickly and
put it back on. "Thanks."

"No problem." Starling crossed her arms againsthest.

"Oh by the way Starling.” The small woman’s handbiqal a lump of dirt from the
trench wall. "l owe you this." Quickly her right i came forward to rub the dirt into
Starling’s face.

"Janice." It was a growl from the regent as shelred up to wipe away the dirt.
"I'll..." She stopped after seeing blue eyes pietgeugh her. "I'll... I'll... well we're
even."

The archeologist had a smug look. "Good." She kwbat happened and was
thanking Mel for the help. Turning to her soulmsle grinned. "Let’s get out of
here."

"Agreed." The tall woman climbed out of the trench.

The Queen did the same after tossing her pick up.

Starling quickly followed and shook her head tadldirt out of her curly locks.
"Well..." Janice turned to her soulmate. "We werdlygaaying in the dirt that time."

Melinda laughed and let a smile take over. "Tuhdaly least.” Lifting her right hand
it came to rest at Janice’s mid back. "Come on."

The partner’s started heading to the tent that tiddarcheological tools. Starling
followed behind. All the women disposed of thewltthere and then took tarps. The
tarps were carefully placed over the trench fotgmtion. Soon after that, time found
the Amazons all in the hut preparing a dinner.

It had been a good day of digging. A good dayredlAmazons to create strong bonds
between each other. Such strong bonds would mpawerful future.

Section 3
~*Part 6*~



T he southerner gradually slid out of her soulmaterss and out of the bed. She’d

silently dressed and ambled over to the door, skedyback to her partner. Melinda
studied her soulmate for minutes, almost memoriegwvay she looked. With a deep
breath she opened the door and went outside iatbutis hall. Into the main part of
the hut she went and to the door, Mel headed autsid

Janice’s emerald eyes opened sleepily, she dighdftHfer partner in her arms. She

only felt the bed warm where Mel once had beenhWitleep sigh the archeologist
rolled out of bed and began to change into hehektEventually she was dressed and
migrated to the door, without a noise she openaddtwent to the main part of the
large hut. No translator. Only other place Janmddat think of was outside. So
following her instincts she left the hut and wemthe eastern side of the hut. And
there as she came around the corner she foundhienate standing alone in the
beginnings of the rising sun. Peacefully Janiceertast way up to her partner’s side
without gazing up to her. "Morning."

The tall woman didn’t turn her attention to herlseate. "Mornen."
"How’d you sleep?"

The belle lifted her arms over her chest. "Redife'ss

"Same here." The archeologist sighed unhappily.

Melinda stared at the sun’s light streaming throtigheastern trees. With love in her
eyes she turned her head to Janice. "Come heredrhs moved away from her
chest.

Covington smiled warmly and shifted to stand imfrof her translator. She felt the
strong arms wrap around her and draw her in. Hek narmed quickly to Melinda’s
warm body.

Both the soulmates stared in the direction of timelt's site. They watched the sun’s
rays begin to creep across the forest floor, clasdrcloser to the site.

"Janice?"

"Yeah Mel?"

The translator took a deep breath. "Something gpeaing."

"I know." The archeologist’'s hands shifted to r@gainst the taller woman'’s.
"Az we get more and more tuh duh tomb duh moremaork... | change.”

Janice studied the sun'’s light touching the edgb@®trench. "l know." A deep
breath. "The closer we get to the tomb the clobecbme somebody else."

The eastern light crept down the trench’s side.

Melinda tightened her arms in fear of losing hearlsate. "We ain’t walking out of
dis forest duh same."

"No." The archeologist saw the dawning light corpehe opposite side of the trench,



finally warming the tomb’s site. "We’re going todmme ourselves."

Silence soon loomed in the air. There was purac@®ther then the faint breathing
of the soulmates. They only stared at the easietorhb site.

~Fk ko

The soulmates from that morning were back insiddefhut, sitting around the huge
table with the rest of the Amazons. The entire grdecided to have a late morning
making a huge breakfast. They sat around chatprg storm and laughing some of
the food off. It was pleasant way to start theaosel day together in the Amazon
Nation.

"So the plans are today to keep digging?"

Janice nodded at Emily. "Yeah, we should find sévngttoday."

"I would think so."

The Queen turned her head to her head council nrefiwde will Radclyffe."
"Quite." The old Amazon had a stern look.

The archeologist took a deep breath, she needeghten the Amazon up. "You
know..." She turned her attention the rest of the 2oms. "I think I'll create a new...
rule." A huge smirk came over her lips.

The Amazons glanced around to each other in wonelgrm

Janice grinned and turned her eyes directly to RHdc " The new rule is, if Radclyffe
is ever... uptight then all of us are to call her Radhe knows." Now her words went
directly to the fuming head council member. "l thitis about time you loosen up...
Rad."

Hale was about to voice her opinion about this nde but was cut off by the regent.
"May | suggest something my Queen?"
Emerald eyes fell on Starling. "Yes."

The regent had a huge smug look. "I suggest thehvidadclyffe is being calm and
enjoying things then we call her Rad... in relatiomddical. But if she’s being uptight
and not funny then we call her..." Amber eyes gleamigd mischief. "Raddy."

"How dare you!" Radclyffe stood and narrowed hesegt the regent. "Do not insult
me."

Starling now stood up in a roar of noise. "Me? ESeme, but was it not you a few
days ago insulting our Queen and Clan Xena?" Strewad her eyes now while
pointing her finger at the older Amazon. "What cgsmaeound goes around."

"l will no stand here and-"

"Will both of you be quiet.” The archeologist stober breathing was heavy with
anger. "Both of you sit down." With her cold eyég saw her regent and council
member sit with anger eyes. Slowly Janice turnedcbad to Radclyffe. "I



apologize..."

Radclyffe nodded and opened her mouth to talk taypeed because the Queen spoke.
"Because | agree with Starling."

Hale narrowed her eyes and sat back into her'8&aty does that not surprise me?"
"Maybe because | am a Queen and Starling is as amiohe."”

Radclyffe laughed low. "Hardly."

Janice’s lips took on an evil grin, she placedhserds on the edge of the table. She
leaned towards Radclyffe. Everybody’s eyes wertherarcheologist. "I am the
Queen Radclyffe, you know that and you feel th&h& straightened up with her arms
against her chest. "And | am the chosen." Sheeldight hand out towards
Starling. "And as you said, Starling is a greaerégShe kept the Amazons together
till I came along. Do not take that away from her."

The head council member nodded. "Very well."

"Thank you." The Queen took a deep breath. "Ankkl $tarling’s idea." She glanced
around at all her Amazons. "l would like for allw$ to get along, we are family." Her
eyes rested on the oldest Amazon. "And Radclyf ithcludes you, especially you."
She went very serious. "You are the oldest clah yiestige, start living up to it."

"But I-"

"Goddamn it you do not Radclyffe." Janice shookhead. "We will address you with
these nicknames not out of spite or a joke. Butibon you about your attitude." She
let a smile take her lips. "We’'re all working tolget Radclyffe, we’re family. Join us
for once."

The head council member bowed her head faintly.y&swish... my Queen."

"Good." The archeologist sat in her seat with assgld. How did she just do that? Act
like a leader? She had no idea where it came fnaint kvas too natural. Taking a
long breath she slowly released it. "Now then,dige"

Everybody quietly laughed.

"So you think we’ll really hit something?" Clionaiigned. "I'm sick of the dirt."
The archeologist lifted an eyebrow. "Really? Nonhfrwhat I've noticed."
Hellanes quickly glanced over to the princess w&igmirk.

The princess gave an innocent look. "l do not kmdvat you speak of my Queen."
"Right." Janice smirked. "But watch your back Chdh

The pilot still had her innocent look. "And | thdugve were all family here."

The Amazons snickered around the table.

"Mmm we are." Janice crossed her arms over het.ctfawd | like to play tricks on



my family members as much as the next one likés to.

The princess chuckled and gave a smile. "Only fgoed laugh.”

Emily took a deep breath and stood. "Well, | thimkay go start digging."
Melinda grinned to the doctor. "Can’t wait huh?"

"Naw." Emily shook her head. "It's to exciting." &Qgrinned and went out the hut’s
door.

"Wow." Starling blinked. "I'd never thought I'd ssemebody beat Doctor Covington
to a dig site."

"Starling!" The archeologist grabbed a bit of scoéed egg from her plate and threw
it at her regent.

Miller's eyes widen and she ducked out of the weayell, | am going to go join
Emily. See you all there." She leaped from her aadtraced out the door.

Melinda chuckled and gradually stood. "See y'all there."

The archeologist also stood and took her partiergls. "Don’t be to long." She
received chuckles back. Slowly stepping arounddbée, the small woman went to
the door with her translator.

The southerner held her soulmate’s hand tightiypeg went outside and to the dig
site.

~Fk ko

Dirt, dirt, and more dirt. That's all the Amazonsmne looking at that late morning and
early afternoon. It was getting rather boring. Wsditept for Janice, she was always
excited about dirt. But eventually the dirt wassoing for all the Amazons they
decided to try Ashley’'s game again. So here wa®apgof ten women in a vast forest
they called home and they were playing a game adbfgtta in the dirt. It was a sight
to be had.

"Cat."

"No." Ashley grinned. "Mel’s turn."

"l reckon mouse."

"Yup." The copilot chuckled and gazed down to thehaologist.
"Hmmm." Janice had the largest smug look ever. fhetthink Ash."

"Oh god, come on Janice, it isn’'t that hard." Sundlgldshley received seven glares.
Seven because Radclyffe had joined in. "Okay... m#ida little hard." She saw
everybody go back to digging.

"Well..." The archeologist pretended to think andkt@aodeep breath, her shovel
going hard into the ground. "How about... mouse?"



"Right." The third in command called down to thgemst. "Star?"

Clan Ephiny was grumbling as she shoveled awayll fHe&know Ash." She gazed
over to her Queen then to the third in command. Us&®"

"Yup."

"Wait one damn moment!" Cliona slammed her pick ithie ground. She put her
hands on her hips and looked to her partner. "Ned; Banice, and Starling all said
the same damn thing. How'd they get it right?"

The pilot grinned and shrugged her shoulders. "Thgtydid, they understand the
game."

The princess arched an eyebrow with a smug looightR She dropped her pick.
"There’s a trick to this game Ash that you negtedell us."

"Well... no not really. | promise Cliona."

"Sprite, | have to agree with Cliona." Sylvia grath "Mind telling us before we work
it out of you."

"Yeah." Hellanes straightened up and cracked hecldes. "l suggest you do."

"Wait wait!" Ashley put up her hands. "What is thisake Ash short then she already
is?"

The three Amazons laughed together.

Janice sighed and shook her head at her Amazoey.ytl three! If you touch Ash
you'll be digging holes out in the woods all nigbt punishment.”

Starling snickered. "And that goes double for ydoa!"

Cliona chuckled and sighed. "Fine. I'll get thisyga" She went back to work.
Hellanes and Sylvia did the same.

With a sigh the third in command gazed down to Rdi#c "Rad?"

The head council member took a deep breath. "Mduse?

"You got it Rad."

"What!" After roaring that out, Cliona gazed at keepilot. "How'd... how'd she get
it too?!"

“Like | said she understands it."

"Ashley." Cliona laughed in a grin. "What's the pbof this game?"
"| forget."” The third in command sheepishly grinned

The princess opened her mouth but stopped.

The air around filled with a loud ping.



Everybody’'s heads turned to Melinda.
"Wait." Janice turned her head to her soulmate. thab again?" She grinned.

The southerner snickered and tapped her pick dowressame spot. There, the
sounds of pings.

"Sweet!" The archeologist knelt down to her kneethé where the ping came from.
"Mel, get my hand tools."

The translator nodded and laid her pick down, céthbver the trench, and went to
the tool tent.

Janice started to pull away the dirt with her firligps.

The Amazons began to come closer gazing down at M&knda discovered, their
hearts raced. This is it!

Melinda came jumping back down into the trenchr@mzy, her heart pounded too.
Kneeling down with the small tools she handed theimer soulmate.

The archeologist took them with shaky hands, ciyeshe began to pull away the
dirt.

The translator did the same, pulling away thewlitlh her hands.

Soon there before the women developed a squarergdlbr in the ground with a
handle.

Janice pulled out her small brush from her tookkitl began to dust away the dirt
from the hatch and it revealed the Amazon bircheanhatch. The bird’s eyes were
deep rich emeralds that sparkled up to the Amawathspower.

That's when each Amazon realized whom Janice wasade them smile with depth
to their souls.

Lifting her eyes, Janice smiled. "Who's excited?"

Each Amazon stared into powerful sparkling emeegies. They only could nod. For
their eyes left Janice’s and went to the bird’sidaand the bird’s eyes were the exact
same, it was power filling.

The archeologist began to stand. "Let’s get theneg."
Melinda stood, dusting her pants off with a smile.
The Queen took a deep breath. "Who want’s to ofn i

"No." Radclyffe took a step forward. "It can notd&mybody but the two chosen." She
stared down at the golden hatch. "If it is anybelse the Amazon will be destroyed."
Her eyes lifted to Melinda and Janice. "Please."

The soulmates saw the truth of it in the head cbumember’s eyes.

Janice nodded and turned to Starling and Cliona.g& some lamps from the tent.



We’'ll need them."

"Right." Starling quickly scrambled out of the tofn

The princess followed behind.

Covington lifted her eyes to her soulmate, they lv&brry in them.

The belle smiled reassuringly and stepped clossaning down she placed a soft kiss
to the small woman'’s lips. Then she shifted hes Glwse to Janice’s right ear. "I'm
scared too."

Janice closed her eyes for a moment and took a $irakth. "Mel, there’s no going
back from this. We'll never be the same again."

The tall woman placed her hands on her other hsilfiss. "I know. But, it'’z our
destiny." She lifted her head back with a warm esnmiilwon’t leave you."

"And | can’t leave you Mel." Janice took a deepdbhnewith a smile. "I love you."
"l love you too." Melinda heard Starling and Cliardurn and she stepped back.
"Got them." Starling held a lot of lit lamps, asl d@liona.

"Perfect." Janice stepped forward and went to ritvet fof the door hatch.

The southerner followed and stood beside her sdalmhile the Amazons took steps
back.

Both the soulmate’s eyes rested on the golden h@itrfether they took deep breaths,
reached down. Each grasped the handle with one itiegt took a second deep
breath and pulled with strength. At first the ddan’t give but slowly a scraping was
heard. The door fought to stay closed but awokesamdwho pulled, it compiled and
began to open for the two women. The door flungiope

Suddenly Janice and Melinda tightly shut their eyasenergy flew out of the tomb
and sunk into the soulmates with a gust of windidsn’t painful but so powerful it
made them groan.

Taking deep breaths, the two women opened thes &gain and stared into a black
hole. They couldn’'t explain what that was but sdrmg just invaded their bodies. It
wasn't evil for it left them feeling warm and indegrstanding.

Janice shook herself mentally and gazed up toiggatilLamp."
The regent handed over a lit lamp.

The archeologist took it, kneeled down, and begdaan forward down into the

tomb’s hole. She saw stairs right there and liftieg eyes she found something

meeting her gaze. "Holy shit!" Jumping back, Jafetieto her butt with the lamp.
She breathed heavily.

Melinda took the lamp and ducked in herself and wénat Janice had seen. "Oh
my!" Taking a shaky breath, she reached forward Wwér free hand and pulled the
item free. Straightening back up she revealedtdm to the light of the world. "Ohhh



my."

The Amazons stared at a golden mask in the sowhefmand. In the forehead was a
twinkling sapphire.

Covington smiled at it and leaned back into theld@nd found another gold object
gleaming at her, she grasped it and took it. $jttiack up, she found it to be a golden
mask as well but with an emerald in the forehe&e. Sared into the eyes of the
mask, her breathing heavy. That same feeling frariiee came rushing back. In a
daze she closed her eyes and took control of et apain. Her eyes opened with a
grin. "Well the Amazons certainly have an emerald sapphire fetish."

The tension broke and the women laughed together.

"Well? What we waiting for? A holy light? Let's go." Cliona stepped up with her lit
lamps. "I've been digging in this dirt to long te btanding around here."

Janice grinned and held her hand up. "Lamp."

The princess handed one.

The Queen gazed over to her partner. "Ready ta 3o i
"Definitely." Melinda lowered her mask.

Janice nodded, stood up, and took the first stép thie limestone step, it was bright
yellow from the sun shining on it. She began tokwekdwn the steps carefully with her
lamp and the golden mask tucked under her right arm

The translator followed and went down, ducking Inead as she made her way down
the limestone steps. Her own mask under her right @nce she came to the even
floor of the tomb she moved to Janice’s side.

The archeologist was stuck in place with her lamped up. "Oh... my... god." She
stared directly at a wall that had an uncountabieunt of holes that held scroll after
scroll after scroll.

"Dat’s uh lot of reading." Melinda grinned to heusmate.
"Ha." Janice shook her head. "Mel, what does thptas the top?"

The southerner also noticed that one singularlgordls own row with an inscription
above it in bold Greek letters. She held her lampear that direction. "It says... The
Amazon Destiny." Her eyes lowered to her partnaeckon we found what we are
looken for." Slowly the southerner began to turmuaid and face the other wall, her
mouth dropped.

The archeologist nodded in shock. "Yeah." She pleapeto Mel. "Do you realize
how many years it will take us to translate this?"

"We may not have tuh."

Janice furrowed her eyebrows and turned aroupaimniped at her in a sense. "Holy
shit!" Her eyes bugged as they stared at anothikrmuth nothing but scroll after
scroll after scroll in small slots. Lifting her eyshe now understood what Mel meant.



There at the top was writt@ihe Amazon Desting pure English. "Is... is... is this..."

"In English?" The southerner nodded a few timesetkon so." She turned around
and walked over to the other wall and pulled ostmll. It was all in ancient Greek.

The archeologist stepped up to the other wall andomly pulled out a scroll,
unrolled it and peered down. It was all in Engli¥hh my god." She shook her head.
"Everything is in either Greek or English." Shedhad in shock. "I can not believe
it." She whirled around to Mel. "Why English?"

"Because Gabrielle taught her Amazons English dis'we

Covington turned her head to the steps to see Rélstanding there with a serious
face. "Really?"

"Yes." The head council member settled to the flomt heard the other Amazons
coming down. She stepped up to the Queen with\warlamp. "Near the end of her
reign English was becoming fairly popular. Wellym England at the time, but none
the less, Gabrielle saw this."

"How'd she teach all her Amazons English then?" kded up the Greek scroll and
slipped it into its home again.

Radclyffe turned her head to the translator. "Shedmumerous people from England
to teach her Amazons." She paused at seeing $ta@lliona, and Sylvia join her

side. "The English teachers lived with the Amaziomsas number of years, teaching all
the Amazons English." She took a deep breath. "@xeeybody learned it, Gabrielle
made it a law that any Amazon anywhere must knoglism" She grinned. "She did
this because she wanted to make sure in the ftitare was not a communication gap
between her Amazons."

"So you're saying every Amazon, no matter whertneworld, knows English?"
Janice arched an eyebrow with her question.

"Yes." The old Amazon moved her head up and dowis a huge law and tradition,
very important.”

"That’s incredible." The regent shook her head aigmile. "I never know that...
though it makes sense."”

Sylvia snickered while standing beside her friamthie tomb. "Now you know why |
know English.” Sylvia is Greek.

Miller grinned to her second in command. "Yes... yowal Hellanes both.” She shifted
her eyes over to her Queen. "So what are all tbesdls... do we know?"

Melinda strolled over to the English side of theky lifting her lamp high she
noticed each row was labeled across. "It's evemghbout duh Amazons."

The ten women gazed up and read all the categatribe top of the rows. There was
a row of Amazon history, government, traditionsy,lanedicines, fighting techniques,
and history of the world.

The regent took a step to the wall and knelt daske, noticed two scrolls at the



bottom alone. "What's this one?" She carefully @dilbut a worn scroll. Standing up
again she felt Janice took her lamp. CarefullyAheazon unrolled the scroll and
widened her eyes. "Oh wow." She shook her head.dlmap of the Amazon Nation."

Janice smiled at the map. "It's huge."

"It's impressive you mean?" Starling’s lips took @igrinned and lowered her eyes to
the map again

Radclyffe grinned and gazed over the map. "Aftebri@dle took over the other
Nations she expanded the size of her original Naitands." She kept studying the
map. "It went from the Nestus River to the west#nmazon Mountains, and south to
the Aegean Sea."

"That’s a big strip of land." Cliona chuckled wekerybody else.
"Look here." Janice pointed on the map. "Looks tikey also owned Amphipolis."”

"No they didn’t." Melinda gazed down at the maph&y probably had uh treaty wid
Amphipolis.”

That made perfect sense so they all nodded.

"Look at this Mel." Janice pointed to on area. 'feheas a post there." She lifted her
eyes to her soulmate. "The post was on the owskirPoteidaia.”

The tall woman’s eyes lifted with sadness to hetres.

The archeologist smiled sadly and glanced back doviine map. "Now, what are all
these colors?"

"Looks to be how the land was broken up." Starlowgered her eyes to the lower left
hand to see a legend. "Here it is, anything ingredéand used for farming, brown is
land for mining, red is for hunting, orange is fofishing, and navy blue is made for
trade." She shook her head. "This is just amazing."

Cliona grinned as she noticed something hersetfokk like the Nation was broken
up into nine province so to speak. Provinces awosecThey're all named as well.
Certain ones cover certain aspects such as traddshior... farming."”

Janice chuckled with a shake of her head. "Gabrgfnned everything out.”

Constance was noticing the nine sections as wellrémember correctly, it was the
nine lieutenants that ran the nine sectors."

The archeologist quickly looked up to the priestéisieutenants? | have lieutenants
as well?"

"Yes | believe you do." The priestess eyes we@lem Masika. "But Rad could tell
you better."

The older Amazon nodded. "Yes, the original Qudrmma each of the Nations
Gabrielle made lieutenants after the challenges.t&n broke the huge chunk of land
into these nine sectors and made the Queens asgovef the sectors.”



"That would make sense." Janice nodded a few times.

Sylvia shifted to the English wall and kneeled dawpull out that second scroll at
the bottom. "l wonder what this one is."

Starling turned to her and took the second in condisaamp.

Sylvia began to unroll the scroll and stopped hayfwHoly mother of God." She
shook her head with a surprised filled laugh.

The archeologist and translator glanced down tethell and grinned.
"Looks like the listing of Amazons." Starling grieh. "Bingo."
Everybody chuckled and circled around Sylvia talgtine scroll.

"Look, there’s Solari." The second in command ptarther great descendant. "It
looks like this gives you their date of birth, deatrder in the Amazon Nation, job,
and where they were located in the Nation."

Janice shook her head. "This is perfect.”
Cliona lifted her eyes. "But we still don’t know wlare the modern version."

"True." Melinda grinned. "But dis iz uh start.” lifilg her lungs with the tomb air, her
eyes fell to the scroll.

"Hey there’s Amarice." Cliona chuckled and crossedarms against her chest. "The
best Amazon | must say."

The Amazons all huffed at the princess.

"You wish Cliona." The third in command scannedligito find Teresa. "Ha there's
my descendant."

"Oh yes." The princess looked to her copilot. "Tpiddle third in command.”
"Hey!" Ashley jabbed her partner in the stomachoriD mess with Clan Teresa."
The princess’s eyes only gleamed in response.

"Mel, you notice something funny about this listig

"Yes." Melinda pointed to Xena and Gabrielle’s naffidey ain’'t got uh location."”
"I noticed that too."

"Maybe they were still traveling?" Hellanes glancgdafter her suggested answer.
"Probably.” The Queen nodded. "Sylvia, unroll thing completely.”

The second in command nodded and began to uneodidioll. Soon she found it to
be longer then her. "Uh some help?"

Radclyffe chuckled and dropped her lamp to therfl&bhe took the top of the scroll
and held it.



Sylvia Carter started walking backwards while ulmglthe scroll.
Janice glanced up to her partner. "We’re in foronv?"
A snicker escaped the southerner with a grin. "Yup.

The second in command came to the end of the sehalh her back hit the opposite
side of the tomb. "Now that’s a lot of Amazons."

"Well Starling, you were right?" The archeologisihged across to her regent.

Miller nodded and stepped up to the outstretchlisamanning it. "Yup, there’s gotta
be somewhere around nine hundred here." She sood fie name she really liked.
And with her smile she pronounced it aloud. "EphiRggent of the Amazon
Nation." She smiled to her friends. "Yup." Her h&adbed up and down. "That
would be my clan.”

Now all the Amazons began to look up and down #tersive scroll to find their
own descendant.

Janice peered up again to Melinda. "You would haeeight Xena and Gabrielle
would have settled down eventually."

The tall woman gave a sigh. "l would have reckodatitoo."”

Covington glanced back to her Amazons looking ugp @mwn the list, reading name
after name. "Maybe they were killed during theavtls."

The translator right hand came up to Janice’s Baclan’t reckon dat explanation
myself."

Janice nodded faintly. "l hope it isn’t the righfpéanation.” She peered up again. "It
wouldn’t be right."

"No." Sapphire eyes shifted to Janice. "They wdrkilied in their travels Janice."
She smiled warmly and gazed back to the long sbeatig held by Sylvia and
Radclyffe. "Otherwise all of dis wouldn’t have hamed."

"Yeah." The archeologist found that smile on hes.li

Ashley ducked under the long scroll to come todide Janice and Mel were on. She
walked past them with her lamp.

"Let’s roll this up Sylvia."

The second in command nodded at the head coungibere She slowly began to
walk towards the older Amazon while rolling thedtup. "This is just amazing."

The princess’s face was cover with a grin. "Nowlawew where amazing came from.
The Amazons." She chuckled. "The Amazons are amgdzin

Hellanes laughed and glanced over to the prin€&ee. Amazing Amazons."

The priestess smirked to the two Amazons. "Ex&ctly.



Janice and Mel chuckled together at the Amazons.

"Sweet mother of god!" Ashley whirled around. "Loaikthis everybody!" She turned
back around. "Hurry up!"

Radclyffe was kneeling down inserting the scroltban next to the map scroll that
Miller had returned.

The soulmates were the first up to Ashley’s sidéntheir lamps. They both lifted
their lamps with wonderment filling them. Their Ipslit a corridor that held three
doorways. One doorway to the right, left and diseahead. The room at the far end
they could see something reflecting back the light the lamps.

So the group of Amazons walked down to that roast fvondering what could be
reflecting off such an amazing yellow, red, greehite, and silver color back to
them. They entered into the cool room with theiglrlamps and everything came to
life to them. Ten jaws dropped. Nobody said a wardas pure silence. Not even
breathing could be heard for their breaths werglatin their lungs.

"Well..." Cliona glanced down to the southerner. "kedike the Amazons are rich as
you are now."

Melinda laughed with her response. "Looks dat way."

There before the group was a huge statue of a wopnesumed Artemis, Her head
touched the ceiling and her base was on the grathelstatue was made of pure gold
and showed Artemis at her best. At her feet ardbhadloor were mounds of gold,
gems, silver, and jewelry. It was a wealth of fodguhat was scattered around the
room like it was worthless.

"Ha." Starling shook her head. "There’s enough ngdreze to buy all of the ancient
Amazon lands. Then have some left over."

Janice’s expression brightened up as it hit hemats exactly it!" She turned her head
to her regent. "That was Gabrielle’s intent witlsthShe laughed. "She wants us to
buy back the ancient lands. The money left ovés.is" Her head turned back to the
statue. "Rebuild."

"Where could they possible get all of this moneA8hley shook her head. "There’s
tons here."

Melinda quickly explained that one. "Duh mountdir&he turned her head to the
group of Amazons. "They were mining in duh Amazoouvtains, they had tuh be
mining for something."

Starling moved her head in agreement. "That woxpidagn why those mountains are
fairly barren."

"You think there’s any... of the whatever in the mtauns left?" Cliona looked to
Melinda in question.

The translator shrugged her shoulders. "Could be."

"Well... let’'s go check out these other two roomsfide turned towards the door.



The Amazons began sifting out of the room intodbeidor again. Five went to the
room on the right and the other half to the lettimo

Janice ambled in with her soulmate and grinnedhaitthe room contained.
"Prepared for anything | must say."

Mel gave a chuckle. "Seems like it."

Before the women lining the walls on racks were poges, only metal of course. For
only metal could survive the test of time.

"Hey Janice and Mel! Come over here and take a &akis room!" It was Hellanes
voice.

Janice started leaving the room and calling baekmbeapons master. "Nes, switch
rooms with us. You'll want to see this room."

The two groups switched rooms.

Janice, Mel, Starling, Ashley, and Cliona came thiother room. This was another
scroll room with two walls filled with scrolls. THeft side held more then the right
however.

The archeologist ambled over to the left side #tetlher lamp. Above there was a
description engraved withihe Chosen’s TaleSMy god, all of Gabrielle’s scrolls.”
She took a step forward and selected a randoml.s8ha slowly unrolled it and
found it in pure English with Gabrielle’s handwnig. "This is perfect.”

Melinda spun around with a Greek version. "Thesedaih missing scrolls in Greek
Janice."

Covington slowly turned her head around still pegdown at the scroll. "Jack-pot."

Miller strolled up to her Queen’s side. "Why arerdamore scrolls in English then
Greek?"

The Queen lifted her head. "Probably because séettanslated hers to English. The
Greek ones were scattered around.”

The southerner nodded and rolled up the scrolixsseglancing over. "These Greek
ones are her later ones. Her perspective iz diftere

"How are those different?"

The translator turned to Cliona. "They're differ&dguse Gabrielle wuz uh bard then
later on she wuz uh warrior."

Ashley furrowed her eyebrows. "If she became aisalater on then why was she
still writing?"

Janice grinned to her third in command. "Becausenss a warrior-bard."
"And a Queen." That was Starling.

"The Chosen too." Cliona smirked and crossed hmsagainst her chest.



"Also Xena's soulmate." Melinda silent shifted overthe group again.
Janice lifted her eyes to her partner. She smilaanly about what Mel said.
The belle winked and returned the smile.

Now the other five Amazons came pilling into thema

"So what did you think of that room Nes?" The Queened towards her weapons
master.

"Glorious." Hellenas Kallen grinned and crosseddrens against her chest. "l can’t
wait to test them all out.”

The archeologist chuckled and rolled the scrolkhge, carefully she slipped it into
its home again.

"So what'’s the plan now?" Starling was gazing atQeeen intently.

Janice shrugged her shoulders. "Any suggestions®'ganced around at her
Amazons.

Nobody said anything because they were still awektby everything.
"Well..." The Queen laughed to herself and took tadrdif. "We need a plan.”

"How ‘bout we get dat door secured?" Pappas pub&eds on her hips. "And make
sure nothing ain’t gonna fall over it."

"Yeah, good idea."
"What about all the scrolls Janice?" Clan Ephinged an eyebrow.

"I do not want them removed from here." The arcbgst looked seriously at all her
Amazons. "They should stay untouched today." Siieesi. "Tomorrow we’ll start
glancing over them and get an idea about what¢batain."

The Amazons nodded together.
"And the... gold room?" Sylvia arched an eyebrow.

"Leave it, along with the weapon room." Janice segsan arm over her stomach.
"We'll figure out what to do with that later."

"I think we’re suppose to buy the Amazon lands witht money."

The Queen shook her head at Starling. "Let’'s notywbout that right now. Let's
worry about what these scrolls have." She smileanhato her Amazons. "Then
we’ll figure out what to do with everything."

The women nodded together.

"Are we going to read over Gabrielle’s scrolls tonoav too?" Emily glanced around
the room. "There’s a lot of them."

"No." The archeologist gazed around herself thexk lb@ the doctor. "Tomorrow the



Amazon first." She grinned. "The next day the Chdse
Everybody chuckled with warm smiles. They wereg@kxcited about this discovery.

Melinda stepped closer to her partner. "Let's getas ‘ere for duh rest of duh
afternoon."

The Amazons compiled and began to shift out of¢leen, down the corridor to the
scroll room, and to the steps. One by one eaclopevent up.

Janice stood on the floor glancing around in thgdaoom at the scrolls, she sighed
with a smile. "Amazing."

Mel stood on the first step scanning the room,lsivered her eyes to her partner.
"Ain’t it?" She reached under her arm to extractdewd mask. "I wonder whose
masks were these?"

The smaller woman did the same, pulling her maslstauing at it. "Xena and
Gabrielle’s."

Melinda Pappas grinned to her soulmate. "You me&s.'b

Janice Covington lifted her eyes up with a knowlimak. "Exactly.” She turned
towards the steps. "Let’s go."

The southerner began to climb the steps to the top.
Janice quickly followed behind.
Mel shifted to the fire with Hellanes, they werdlboooking for the big group.

The rest of that group was relaxing around theetablvas early evening for them
after having covered and secured the entrancesttothb. Everybody was ecstatic
about the find, they couldn’t sit still or stop kawg.

"We have to read that scroll at the top first."

Janice chuckled at Emily. "l agree." She crosddgs at the ankles under the table. "I
am dying to know what it says."

Cliona smirked to her friends. "It probably saysvijgerfect the Amazon is."
Laughs filled the room.

Radclyffe shook her head with a small grin. "Nattscroll will probably tell what the
Amazon means."

"Not just mean Rad." Constance took a deep brealtixing herself. "But tell the
destiny of the Amazon." She smiled to her frieri@gat’s the way of the Amazon,
the destiny."

Ashley shook herself with a quietly laugh. "Godnh excited. We can’t go in there
now?"



"Nnno." Starling gazed to her third in command. tiYean wait."

"No | can’t." The copilot laughed. "It's all | cghink about."

The princess studied her partner with a grin. Kdep you busy tonight."
The third in command raised an eyebrow at Cliohi ih for it now."
Cliona Smith snickered evilly.

"You know what will be interesting?" The seconccommand glimpsed around. "Are
Gabrielle’s scrolls.”

"Definitely." Janice moved her head in agreemaxdaw we have all of them."

Emily shot a grin over to the archeologist. "I gu#dss means we’ll find out how
Gabrielle got her hair cut short.”

The Queen chuckled. "It will... and so much more."

The southerner turned around to the group. "Andbetter not cut yo hair Janice." A
grin was over her lips.

The archeologist smirked down to her lover. "Heyy ypever know."

Melinda ran her tongue across the back of her mol&@on’t go there love." She
turned back to the cooking with Hellanes.

The group was snicker at the translator’'s wordsthadvhip she pulled out on Janice.

The Queen still had an evil smirk. "Hey Mel, warg to start wearing skimpy
clothes?"

The room was filled with laughs again.

Mel slowly turned back around and locked her eyrls 9anice. Her voice came out
in a purr saying, "Only if | can."

Janice’s eyes went wide and she felt herself bltRight." Her eyes narrowed with a
grin. "You're on."

The room still held those laughs with people atlifey the warmth too.

"Good." The tall dark southerner winked and heregpion with nothing but
evilness. She turned back to her cooking in innoeen

The archeologist shook her head and gazed babletgroup. "Well... any other
comments around here?"

"I'm ready to go back into the tomb."

Starling turned to the good doctor. "We know." §hge a smirk. "How about we
lock you in there tonight?"

"Sounds good to me." Emily mirrored the smirk back.



The regent narrowed her eyes. "Watch it Amazon."
"Yes regent."

Constance held back a yawn and slumped in her"$#ht here is still tired from that
flight?"

"Not me."

"Nobody asked you Sylvia." Starling faced her seconcommand. "You weren’t
even on the flight."

Sylvia Carter snickered.

Radclyffe smirked down to the second in commana, 'Nhave a feeling she was
ordering Hellanes around.”

Carter’s jaw dropped in utter upset. "l did no stluhg."

"Hell!" The weapons master whirled around from kitehen counter holding knife.
"You are worse then Starling about orders.” Shekltioe knife in the second in
command’s direction.

Clan Solari shook her head and held her handsWatch it with that knife Nes.
You're dangerous with those things."

The weapons master’s face was covered with a §ha.stepped up to the table the
knife still in hand. "Well... admit your inane words.

The second in command shook her head. "l don’t kwbwat you're talking about.”
She had a bad grin on her lips.

Hellanes raised an eyebrow.
Laughing, Sylvia told the truth. "Okay maybe | gav&ew orders."

"Pfft." The weapons master turned around to go badler cooking. "Kiss my bon-
bon Sylvia. A few, right."

Janice intently looked to her second in commandd By second in command act
like the Queen around here?"

Carter laughed and turned her attention to Jatitaybe a little."

The Queen arched an eyebrow. "Well | know who balldigging holes in the forest
tonight.”

"Oh hell." Sylvia sighed with a grin. "I'll get yoNes."
The weapons master slash cook snickered.

The women all continued to enjoy the evening. Rdficbnly being called Raddy
once that night and she’d taken easy to it. Shdduvoy and relax while shifting out
of her uptight attitude.

Overall the night was perfect. They enjoyed themesehnd the time together. It was



the most perfect group of Amazons ever.
~*Part 7*~

Janice filled her chest with fresh air, she coelel the breeze brush by her. Her eyes
were closed and her body relaxed into Mel's. THemrsoticed something, which
made her wrinkle her eyebrows together. She cadbthe breeze caress her
stomach. Slowly her eyes opened in the sunlightbagrass field. She stared at the
scene, she wasn't in Greece anymore. Her eyeséoWwerher stomach and she saw
her stomach bare. Her eyes widen and she heldmeraut, she wore silver bracelets.
"What the hell?" Janice leapt up from Mel's arn@h"my god!"

Mel’s eyes flew open and glanced up to her soulmasmice?"

Janice Covington held her arms out and looked dpdamvn her length. She wore
boots with sais, a deep orange-red skirt with thexabelt. Around her chest was a
maroon leather top. "How'd | get into these?"

"l... ain’t sure." Mel began to stand up. "Why iz lyair short and blond Janice?"

Janice lifted her small hands to her hair to finghiort. She pulled down a bang and
saw how it was sun blond. "What the hell?" Her dife=d to her partner. "Mel... w-
why are you wearing Xena's clothes?"

Melinda took to notice of her clothes and looketdetown length. "l reckon... |
don’t know." She lifted her head back up. "Buteéls... normal.”

Janice shook her head and kept staring at her steyfishe looked exactly like the
warrior. "Mel, what's going on?"

"I don’t know." The tall woman took a step up tamiée and placed her hands on her
partner’s shoulders.

"Mel... this isn’t right." Janice peered up onto Beulmates eyes and quietly
whispered out, "What's going on?" She now notidext Mel's eyes were no longer
light but held power to them.

"I am here Janice, it is okay." The tall woman sqpeesl the other woman’s shoulders.

Covington stared up with confused eyes and suddenBnergy spilled over her. She
shut her eyes and fell into the other female. "Oth, gvhat's happening?"

"It's okay Janice. Just let go." Her voice was arthen normal. "Let go, you'll be
safe.”

The small woman sucked in a deep breath and lifezchead to the taller female. She
gave a warm smile. "Gods, | missed this Xena."

Xena'’s lips reflected that same smile. "Me too.e &wered her head to kiss her
Soulmate deeply.

The small female went with the kiss and deepenedthit her right hand going behind
Xena’'s head. She pulled back with her same sniilevé you Xena."

"l love you too Gabrielle." Xena kissed the tophef Soulmate’s head. "Glad you



made it."

"Me too." Gabrielle took a long breath and grasgeda’s right hand. "I didn’t think
Janice was going to accept me."

"Nah, | knew Janice would."

"Mmm thankfully she did." Gabrielle stepped lowetext gaze. "She’s proud of me."
Her eyes lifted with happiness in them.

Xena smiled with love. "I know. She would come ardeventually.” She quietly
chuckled. "You'll have a deep bond with her thewll with Mel."

"Maybe." Gabrielle sighed. "Now we can help briragk my Amazons." She gave an
evil grin. "l can’t wait."

"Gabrielle, remember we can't take Mel and Janibe@y." Xena wrapped her arms
around her Soulmate. "We can't destroy them."

"l know, they're us but just with..."
"A southern and archeological twist huh?"

Gabrielle quietly laughed. "Exactly.” She smiledwa nod. "It'll be nice to help them
fight the darkness."

"Yes it will be." Xena glanced past her Soulmaté® barren grass field then back.
"They'll be different too."

"Very." Gabrielle sadly sigh. "l almost regret toamge them."

"They want it that way otherwise they wouldn’t haaczepted us."
"Accepted their soul." Gabrielle grinned up to Bewulmate.

"Exactly."

The Soulmates leaned in to deeply kiss each atinar,eyes closing.

"Oh my god!" The archeologist sat up in the bednftbe translator’'s arms.

Mel quickly shot up too while breathing heavy. $ae her right hand through her wet
bangs in the dark room. "What was that?"

The Queen turned her head to her partner. "I dorotv... but that was a hell of a
dream Mel."

"It certainly was." The southerner ran her rightdhghrough her hair.
"Mel?"

"Yes?"

"What happened to your accent?" Janice turned falher partner.

The translator faced Janice. "l don’t know. But vidwyour voice lighter?"



Janice dropped her eyes and laughed with hermghd going behind her neck. "I
don’t know. Your voice definitely is deeper.” Hares peaked up and her hand fell
down to her lap.

"Janice... they're inside of us."

The small woman kept her eyes down studying thekieta She took a deep breath.
"No, they’'ve always been in us. We just acceptednth

"Yes we did." Mel smiled warmly and lifted her righand to her partner’'s cheek.
"How you feel?"

"Truthfully?" The archeologist locked eyes with tither woman. "Perfect.”

"Me too." The southerner’s lips took on a grin. leges were a deep rich blue
containing power. "l love you Janice."

"I love you too Mel." The Queen’s face lit up wiatHoving smile. Her eyes were a
soften green now, not the normal brisk green.

Melinda leaned into capture her Soulmate’s lipa lang kiss.
Janice disappeared into her Soulmate’s promisisg} ki
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Starling stretched her arms in front of her body dropped them to her sides. "Well,
who'’s ready to get on those scrolls?"

All the Amazons peeked up at hearing the regemrento the main room of the hut.

"l definitely am." Emily stood up with her grin. &8 you all there." She quickly exited
out of the hut.

The regent quickly turned her head to her secomdmmand. "Where’s Janice and
Mel?"

Sylvia shrugged her shoulders. "They haven't cantebtheir room yet."
Miller arched an eyebrow. "This could be... bad."
Suddenly there was a huge boom from down the aorvidhere the rooms were.

All the Amazon froze in spot for they only knewafly two people who could be
doing that.

The following sound was a long sensual moaningifigvdown the hall to the main
room.

The Amazons blushed to their roots.
Radclyffe quickly stood up. "Well, I think I'll bpining Emily."

"Same here." Constance stood up and powered walklkteithe door with the council
member.



"Mel..." It was certainly Janice’s voice floating tugh the air that held need.

Ashley stood in a flash, she was bright red. 98k you all at the dig." She scrambled
out of the hut.

Cliona coughed. "I think I'll make sure my copilstfine.” The princess heard another
moan drift from the Queen’s room. "Definitely.” Shested through door after the
third in command.

Hellenas stood up as Sylivia did. "As much as b leisure morning, this wasn’t
what | had planned.” She walked over to the doenop it. "See you two down
there." The weapons master was caught in mid satitblearing a small boom from
the Soulmate’s room. "God save us all." She leftht.

Janice fell back onto the bed laughing. "Oh god ihito funny."

Melinda crossed her arms against her chest agahed against the door to their
room. "We seem to be... scaring them off."

The archeologist sat up and ran her hand throughktrevberry blond hair. "Yeah but
there’s two people left in the hut.”

The translator nodded. "That’s what | counted t&he slipped her hands into her
pants’ pockets. "Your turn, | did the last moan."

Sylvia stepped up to her regent’s side. She opkaedouth but paused listening to a
throaty moan filled the air. "Well... sounds like y#fre having a good morning."

Starling faintly nodded, her eyes still pinned daWwe corridor. Now a grin played on
her lips while she turned her head her secondnmetand. "How long do you think
we can take it?" She hadn’t really meant it to bartl but it sort of slipped.

Sylvia Carter raised an eyebrow and glanced dowheaorridor. "Not long."

Miller gave an internal sigh at knowing her friere$ponded well with that. "I
figured."

Sylvia turned back to her regent. "How long are going to last is the real
guestion?" A moan filled the air again with a snpallinding sound.

Starling gradually lifted an eyebrow. "How long & is the important question?"
"Not very long."
"Mmm, | know." The regent lifted her right hand3glvia’'s cheek. "How you feel?"

"Very nervous." Sylvia quietly laughed and gavéag smile. "Not the norm for the
forties."

"What is normal today with those two?" The regevdaed her head down towards
the corridor.

"Not much then." Clan Solari gave out a grin.

Clan Ephiny quietly laughed and heard another nvdate her fingertips glided



across Sylvia’'s warm lips. She closed her eyedearted in towards her friend.

The second in command sucked in a breath whilengder eyes and she felt warm
lips claim hers. When she opened her eyes she hdavd yell of pleasure down from
the rooms. "Okay that’s our cue to go."

Starling laughed and nodded. "Agreed, let's exgstleft." She stepped back from
Sylvia knowing she needed space.

The two women quickly moved to the wood door aritithee hut in a hurry.

Mel opened up the door a crack and glanced dowhahgshe saw nobody. She
silently closed the door and gazed back to herrBatd. "They're all gone."

Janice stood up from the bed. "Good, glad that vde&ked."
"You're evil Janice."

"Mmm | know." The archeologist ambled up to hertpar. "But you started the
whole thing."

"And how you figure?" Melinda brought her arms okier chest.
"You kissed me passionately.”
The translator’s mouth dropped. "I did no suchgHdoctor Covington."

"Right." The Queen pressed her small-framed bodynatyher companion’s. "And |
am Gabrielle."

"Hi Gabrielle." The tall woman’s eyes twinkled withischief.

Janice opened her mouth to protest but one didaitd her lips. "Damn it." She
grinned up to her partner.

"See, you're trying to put the blame on me when gould have ignored that kiss."

"Right." The archeologist pressed her hands agthesbther woman’s warm
stomach. "You tell me if you can ignore this?" Reag up, she pulled down Mel's
head to capture her lips. Janice made the kissals@pong while trying to pull Mel
towards her.

The translator lifted her head up while a grin adracross her lips. "Maybe that is a
little hard to ignore."

Janice snickered. "Well... if you don’t want to..." Siuened away and started
walking closer to the bed. "Spend time... togetheitemve have the hut empty...
that’s fine with me." She halfway turned aroundcédh ignore that kiss from earlier."

The taller woman glided across the room to starldaice’s side. "Alright, if you
want to do that.”

The archeologist turned her head towards the etbaran. "You couldn’t make it
long without me."



"Really?" Mel crossed her arms against her chest.

The Queen faced her Soulmate. "Really."

"Mmm and you could?"

"No." Janice laughed with a sheepish smile. "l daiillast long."

"I know." The aristocrat leaned down and took hemtier’s lips. "Let’s use this time
wisely."

"I'm up for that." The small female’s voice wasdaay but her lips were in a smile.

Mel leaned her head forward to Janice’s ear. "Gowds purred from her lips. She
slipped her large hands under the leather jaclkepatied it off. Seeing the jacket
slide off her partner’s body, she grabbed it ars$éd it onto the table.

"Explain to me why we got dressed this morning?é &hcheologist’'s eyes with ease
shut.

"Because that was before | kissed you." Mel’s \ijgse brushing across her
Soulmate’s smooth neck.

Janice shut her eyes. "That’s right." Her body fitasg with a burning fire. "Mel."

"I know." The southerner’s hands went to her Sotdrsashirt and gradually unbutton
it.

And within a few minutes the two Soulmates founehtiselves on the bed and clothes
gone. The air of the room was heavy with their timeg.

Mel was on her knees, head dropped back, eyesdcamskwith her hands in
strawberry-blond hair.

Janice however had her mouth sucking on her p&tright breast and her left hand
working Mel’s other breast. She was also on heekmeth her right hand holding
Mel's side.

The southerner sucked in a deep breath when thasa Wps harshly pulled away
from her right breast to go to her left one. Sloliflyng her head back up her eyes
forcefully opened and Mel grinned down at the sagfrfeer lover. Her eyes
hypnotically closed as Janice’s warm hand wengaking across her stomach to the
center of her stomach. Placing her hand under darttin she lifted her head up.

The archeologist had a half-upset look and halfseduook.

The translator gave a smirk and leaned in to kissSoulmate passionately. She could
feel her partner trying to take control of evergithbut she had a plan. So Mel quickly
moved her right hand to the other woman’s centdrsipped a finger into Janice.

Janice lost the battle and broke the kiss withepdaoan. Her head dropped in
between Mel's breasts at that point.

"Relax for me love." Mel carefully slipped out Herger and shifted her hands to
Janice’s sides, pushing her back.



The Queen followed the command and went onto hek imaio the bed. She’d felt
small fires before in her but now things were matense between her and Mel. For
some reason or another but she was not about stigué. She no longer felt small
fires but just a wild fire that ripped to her samd back again. It was overpowering
and left her here on this bed breathing heavyitostue eyes and a never-ending
need.

The southerner leaned forward and took her Soulmips in pure passion.

Janice easily responded but felt her partner’s pipss against hers. The next thing to
happen was Mel straddling her at the hips.

The translator grinned down at her archeologistlangred her head down to
Janice’s. She narrowed her eyes with a twinkleteerdsoice came out deeply saying,
"Ready to soar?"

The small woman couldn’t say a word, her resporae lver eyes closing. Oh god the
ache was going to kill her soon if Mel didn’t sétiker.

Melinda’s lips shaped into a smile at seeing thig loved everything about her
partner. So she took Janice’s lips again to dotif@dire’s strength. Her lips then
began a decent down the small woman’s body. Stgdpst at Janice’s breasts,
working them and thrilling Janice’s body and soul.

Following that was the strong stomach, Mel hadbtmived the ripples of the muscles
with her tongue. To add a little spice to it akk tboutherner was rubbing her legs
against Janice’s a few times. But that stoppedsaiedsimply gave her Soulmate a
push closer to the edge with her knee pressinglm@rcheologist’s center.

The Queen groaned and shut her eyes tightly, rlyr fareamed into her head for the
need. "Oh god."

The tall woman grinned inside at hearing her paidgiew whisper. She slid her
tongue down the smooth stomach directly to Janiwerder while spreading her legs
back out of the way. Mel easily slipped her tongatwveen the folds of her
Soulmate’s warm and coat center to start her tease.

"Oh my god." The archeologist’s voice was loudewnbler hands were curling
around the bed sheet in desperate control. Henegesstill closed and she pressed
her head back down deep into the bed.

Mel made sure the tease was strong with her tosguéng and surging through
Janice’s center but not yet entering. Save thefbesdst as they say.

The small woman opened her eyes forcefully anddifter head. "Mel." Her voice
held a deep plea. "Please." Her head dropped biiclclosed eyes and she moved
her right hand to her Soulmate’s head. Janice gawaging command to her lover.

Melinda easily compiled and slipped her tonguedasif her Soulmate.

The archeologist sucked in a deep breath with ttigirsg of her back. Her hands shot
up to the bars of the bed above her head. Hemgagostrong but sliding due to the
sweat on her palms not to mention over her body.



The southerner tasted inside and out of her par8ter also made sure Janice was
getting closer and closer to that perfect edge. vihen she felt she had Janice where
she wanted her, Mel stopped. Her head came baakdighe heard the biggest growl
from Janice. "Don’t worry." Melinda slipped a fingato Janice. "I'm far from
finished."

The metal bars of the bed racked from the sudd&n je

The Queen was breathing the heaviest now. "MelY"\+é&ce boomed through the
room. "Mel... please."

"l will," came sexually from the southerner’s vai&he began the solid but slow
movement of her finger. Soon she’'d add more withsapace.

Starling came in first slowly in a seeming timidywa

Sylvia came in next and silently closed the doah®hut. "Wow, it's quiet now."
The regent shrugged her shoulders. "Maybe thegleep."

"No... they would have joined us at the site."

The regent turned her head to the second in commvahch high arched eyebrow.
"You really believe that?"

"No." Carter quietly laughed and took a deep bredttell, you know what they
say... it's always quiet before the storm."

Starling opened her mouth to respond to that omhstopped.

A loud scream erupted through the hut and sourftedigh and probably into the
forest. It was certainly Janice’s voice screamirg)'name in pure release of ecstasy.

The regent turned brick red and Sylvia joined hethe deep redness.
Clan Ephiny coughed and looked away. "Well, wedyettait for them at the dig site.”
"Right." The second in command scrambled to the dad left in a rush.

Starling wasn't to far behind feeling the air odesicool her body and calm her heart
rate. "Damn Soulmates." She laughed while contobier power walk to the tomb.
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Mel was the first to the steps into the tomb, sbed on the level floor by the steps.
Out of the corner of her eye she saw Janice coma theside her.

The eight Amazons lifted their heads as they sdheriloor by the lit lamps. They
stared directly at the Soulmates.

The southerner crossed her arms against her €Resblem y’'all?"
The Queen held back the loudest laugh at her pattheep voice and hard tone.

The Amazons shook their heads and lowered thedsheack to the scrolls they were



reading.
The translator turned her head to her companiomamiid.

Janice arched an eyebrow but had a warm smileregiobed over and rubbed Mel’s
back and walked over to her Amazons.

The southerner followed behind and saw them reati@d-nglish scrolls.
Radclyffe lifted her head up. "Glad you two decidegbin us."

The Queen raised and eyebrow while her arms wexhstgher chest. "Figured we
better Rad. Want to make sure nobody get’s oubnfrol."

The head council member huffed. "That’s the pdirggathe kettle."
Janice laughed and gazed over to her regent. "#&/pgathg on?"

Starling gazed up with a smile. "Well since we\eeh waiting for... you both we've
been skimming over these scrolls."

"And?" Mel placed her hands to her hips. She loakede... dangerous since her hair
was down.

Starling shook her had and gave a reply. "It'sahbbut the Amazons. It’s just
perfect." She glanced around and over to the vmalfenally to the Soulmates again.
"It's everything about the Amazons right down theadlest of details to how the
Amazons slept at night."

Janice quietly laughed. "That’'s me... Gabrielle fouy The archeologist dropped her
head and shook it from the slip that came pasliper

The regent had a confused look. "You okay?"

"Yeah." The Queen smiled while noticing her otherfd’s staring up with worried
looks. "Hate it when that happens.”

The women laughed together.
The Queen shifted over to the wall and gazed up to

Mel came up beside her Soulmate and studied ithédls anybody read the top
scroll?"

"No." Sylvia lifted her eyes to it. "We didn’t watd touch it without the Queen’s
permission."

"Good thinking." The Queen winked to her secondammand but shifted her
attention to the scroll again. "Think we can get it

Mel nodded. "Sure, let me get it." She steppedupe wall, carefully she extracted
the scrolls in two columns till it reach above herght. The scrolls she deposited into
Janice’s arms. Then with the greatest ease thevdatian placed her boots into the
scroll sockets and climbed up the wall.



All the women'’s eyes were on the tall dark southethat scaled the tall wall side.
"Mel be careful."

Melinda reached up and grasped the scroll at thetagp under the declaration that
readThe Amazon Destinghe pulled the scroll out and lowered her armrdaath it
to her Soulmate. "Here you go."

Janice fumbled with the scrolls she had to try getothe handed scroll.
Ashley quickly stood and took the scrolls from gani'Go ahead my Queen."

The archeologist sighed at her third in commandraadhed up to take the scroll
from her partner. She carefully tucked it underdren. Next Janice moved towards
the scroll wall to watch her translator come dowthwerfection. "You're good."

"I know." Mel spun around and turned her head @nCleresa. "Here." She reached
forward taking the scrolls and putting them badk itheir homes.

After that, Janice was unrolling the scroll she had glancing over it.
The belle did the same, skimming it.
"What's it say?" Cliona stared up in wonderment.

The Queen lifted her head up with the rim of hdrdsakening her eyes. "How about |
read it to y'all later this afternoon." Her eyeisikred over to Starling. "Right now |
want to talk to Starling... alone."”

The regent’s head sharply lifted. "What | do now?"
Sylvia snickered and stood. "The regent is in ttelb

The Amazons laughed and began to stand togethey.Wént about placing the
scrolls they had back into their rightful homes.

"That's real rich second in command."

The second in command was standing near the $tapd,resting against the cool
tomb wall. "Well... I'll see you by the tree behirftethut at three."” She winked and
laughed at her friend’s shocked expression. "Bydatr.'SSylvia rushed up the steps
to follow her friends.

Mel turned her head to Starling. "Neglecting td sl something... Star?"
The regent lifted her red face. "Um... no not realBhe sheepishly smiled.
"Uh huh." Janice sat down facing her regent.

The southerner bushed a lantern out of the way kathboot tip and sat beside her
Soulmate.

"Did anybody noticing something... odd about Mel?'hkey glanced around to her
friends while they slowly walked back to the hut.



"Yeah." Cliona grinned. "But | think it's both dfi¢m."
The grouped laughed loudly together.
"They've changed, that’s for sure.” That was Hedan

"Not just that." Emily glanced around. "But Mel tdeer accent. Didn't y’all notice
that?"

Cliona quietly laughed. "After what Janice probadhiy to her, I'd lose my accent
too."

"Mmm, wasn’t Janice." Sylvia devilishly grinned.

The princess arched an eyebrow at the second imemeh "And how would you
know?"

Sylvia Carter looked away as her body went upmotah of heat. "Trust me, |
heard... from the birds."”

The women laughed simultaneously and walked tdrtr of the hut.

"Either way." Constance glanced around betweemvtiraen. "They're happy... and
getting happier.”

Radclyffe’s lips slipped into a warm smile. "Evehave to admit it's perfect to seem
them like that."

Cliona let everybody in except for the council memishe stood in the doorway.
"Somebody write that down! Raddy just said somefmice."

Clan Masika growled low and shoved the princesstiné hut. "Move it youngen."
The pilot laughed as she straightened back up beimg pushed into the hut.
"What we going to do with all these scrolls?"

Janice sighed and thought for a moment before neBpg to her regent. She leaned
back with her hands going behind resting on thd @obr.

Mel glanced over to her partner but back to StgrlitVe should leave them here."”
The regent nodded in agreement and turned hertbekuhice.

The Queen sat up straight and gave her answer!s'Mght.” She glanced around in
the tomb. "We’'ll leave all the scrolls here." Shek a deep breath. "No, | lied... Mel
and | will take Gabrielle’s Greek scrolls back tol@nbia."

"Good idea." The translator gave a small smile. TWeed something for Doctor
Johnson to show we didn’t go on vacation in Grélece.

The regent quietly laughed. "And the rest of thelkxzwe’ll leave here?" She paused
while taking a deep breath. "You don’t think that&sky?"

"Why?" The archeologist shrugged her shouldersis'Tdmb is in the middle of no
where and nobody knows what's going on." Her lp$rfed into a grin. "We’'ll be



fine... besides you, Hellanes, and Sylvia will beehterguard it."

Starling shook her head with a grin. "Thanks." Beit serious look took over. "What
about the money?"

"We'll use it." Janice reached up to remove hertbatlace it in her lap. "Gabrielle’s
purpose with that was to buy back the ancient Amaaods."

"We can't possible buy back all the lands Jani¢&ah Ephiny shook her head.
"That’s to much land and to much money being waaredind."

Melinda grinned with her arms going against heisth& ou just gotta know how to
wave money around right Starling."

The regent quickly raised an eyebrow. "And | amrght you'll be the treasury of the
Amazons?"

The southerner laughed but gave a sly grin. "Ofsmu do have numerous
accountants.”

Starling gave her own grin.

"Look, we can not use all that money just on buyargl and building on it." The
archeologist caught the attention of her Soulmatkfaend. "We need to use some of
that money on the Amazons personally. If we so nagchnd an Amazon needing
money then we’ll use that money to help."

The regent nodded. "I agree. There definitely area2ons in finical debt.”

"I know." Janice lowered her eyes.

"What about the Amazon Scrolls?" Starling triec¢hange the subject.

"No Amazon knows everything about the Amazons?icgdlifted her head up.

"No." Starling shook her head. "Rad knows the noostof anybody and even her
knowledge is small." Her amber eyes raised upe&cmazon Scrolls in the wall.
"What are we going to do?"

"We should publish the scrolls."

The Queen turned her head at Mel. "I like that& §ad a warm smile. "Definitely
Mel, if we take all these scrolls...." Now Janiceked up to the scrolls. "And have
them published in a book for every Amazon, it wolddperfect.” Her eyes averted
back. "Make them a tradition like the Amazon bowkeach clan."”

"That would be perfect." The regent brightenedaifhts idea. "It would be amazing."

A chuckle left Janice. "The Amazing Amazon." Howeske went serious now. "The
weapons should be left in that room... we’ll figurg @vhat to do with them later."

"Okay | agree..." Starling soon was handing overia. gBut | am not sure if I'll be
able to keep Nes away from them."

The archeologist laughed with a smile. "Don’t wosgmebody needs to learn how to
use them." She winked and grasped her hat and put iLet’'s head to the hut. We'll



figure the rest of this later."
"Alright." Starling stood up with her lamp.

The Soulmates did the same and Janice also céneestroll from earlier. The three
women left the tomb and closed the hatch while dogat with a tarp. Soon after
they found themselves inside with the rest of tioenen in the midday.

The Queen soon found herself sitting around withAmeazons reading the scroll
titted The Amazon Destinler voice was reading the scroll aloud in a tdlse@ming
power. Each Amazon was lost into Janice’s voicelardone. Everybody could feel
the convictions of Janice’s words as she readdral ss if she was giving them a
dream. The scroll the Queen read only spoke ofrgest

Janice smiled as she kept reading aloud, her eyaegpdown on the scroll. "Each
Amazon Nation was created for the same reasonnbtloare whether my Amazon
knows the ways of fishing, knows trade, or howight. | do not care if my Amazon
comes from the north, south, west, east, or Chdo. ot care if my Amazon is a
priestess or a shamanness. | do not care becaige ttot what makes an Amazon.
What makes an Amazon is trueness of heart, offavanother, and selflessness. We
are no longer broken fragments of what was, wesamauch more. We are not just
tribes of women, warriors, fighters, farmers, trad@riestesses, Queens, archers, and
fishermen. We are a family. We are a family ofesist mothers, and daughters. And
there is no other such Nation in this world likesourhat is the difference of our
Nation. That is what makes this Nation so special.”

Janice paused for she knew the rest of the sardlshe read it from her soul’s past.
Her eyes lifted to her Amazons around the tableshredspoke the rest while gazing
between her Amazons. "l am the Queen and | amgfmasen. | will tell you the
destiny of the Amazons. Tell you the Amazon Destirpromise to this new Nation,
to the old Nations, the first Nation, our ancestarsd to Artemis that | will not let this
new Nation rest asunder. We will not rest asuntlieis new Nation all of us will
establish. This new Nation will last for all time."

Now a powerful smile took over Janice’s lips. "Thgsa new age for the Amazons.
The sun set on the Amazons so long ago. We havesedrthe night and waited for
the light. The dawning of a new era has shined theeWmazons. And the night may
fall upon the Amazons someday when | am gone. Bull come back to bring my
Amazons out of the night and into the rising sligtgt. Time will never bring about
the death of the Amazon."

Janice stopped and rolled the scroll up carefahy took a deep breath and finished
the remains that was written on the scroll. "AmazdVomen. Nation. Watrriors.
Family. These are the things we are. And somettiimigl as time will never destroy
us as it tried for so long. The only thing that n@mains is for all of us to become as
one. To forget about what Nation we came fromjtfdoes not matter here. Now we
must stand together and embrace the Amazon Desshy lifted the scroll and at the
center was a stamp of a gold bird and she pressdgh against it. Cautiously the
scroll was on the table waiting to be heard again.

There was a time of silence now for everybody timothe words spoken by Janice.

"Amen to that!" Cliona smiled and stood up with head bowed.



Starling soon found herself standing up with hexchiew.
Next came Emily with Constance both standing analihg heads.
Ashley stood up with Sylvia and Hellanes.

Radclyffe glanced around with a stern look, herdhaabbed up and down at seeing
the demonstration. Without warning a warm smileaseal her lips and she stood up
ever so slowly. Her hands grasped the wood ofahke tand she bowed her head to
Janice.

The Queen felt herself faintly blushed and shelredover to grasp Mel’s nearest
hand in a tight embrace.

Mel faced her Soulmate and leaned towards herhatlright hand brushing Janice’s
cheek.

The archeologist shut her eyes when the contadiebfvas on her lips.
The kiss was long between the chosen as the Améaaokad on with warm smiles.
When Janice pulled back she was lost into her Satgis eyes.

Starling crossed her arms against her chest ardgen slip in. "The Amazing
Amazon."

The women broke out laughing together.

~Fk ko

Well, the rest of that day had been relaxing. Jadexciding everybody should have a
day off after the digging from the past days. Theakons smiled in reaction to the
proclamation and went about doing their own thifayghe afternoon. By the evening
everybody met up for dinner and afterwards theytwebed early, not sure what
tomorrow would bring.

But by early evening Janice and Mel were in theamn together. Janice was on the
bed, back against the wood headboard. Mel howeten she center of the bed facing
her partner. There the two women talked about kuesp

"Janice, this is going to be a lot on our plates."

"I know." The archeologist sighed while lowering leges. "But I... can’t turn my
back on them."

Mel reached out with a smile. "l know." She squedzer Soulmate’s hand. "Nor can
l." She gave her own sigh. "But it is going to bletsof work."

"It will be but it will be worth it Mel."

"It will." The southerner nodded and let her thurah against her friend’s fingers.
"We’'re going to have to figure out how to fit then&zons in with our research on
Xena and Gabrielle."

The small woman sighed and stared at their lacaddThey... kind of go hand in



hand." Her emerald eyes lifted up to Mel.
"True." The translator nodded in agreement. "Whaii&the Amazons’ purpose?"

Janice slowly raised an eyebrow at her partner.dWybu mean? Mel, we know the
purpose of the Amazons."

"I know... but what will the Amazons do in the fogf®' The southerner shook her
head. "We can’t help build them if we don’t knowwh

Janice quickly grasped both of her Soulmate’s hamndsheld them tightly. "Mel, tell
me right here and now that you don’t know why welgeng this... that you don’t
understand." She paused for a moment. "Tell medgott know why."

Melinda let a smile crease her lips. "l know whyustja real big family to bring
together.”

The Queen quietly laughed. "Understatement.” Shiecleé back against the headboard
again and thought for a moment. "We should haveetimg tomorrow."

"l agree." The translator gave a nod and relaxeselfe "Truly Janice, we should head
back to Columbia soon."

"Yeah, I'm sure Doctor Johnson will get overly npgewe don’t arrive soon."

"He will." Mel however let a grin come over her éa¢Soon we’ll be on our own."
The archeologist laughed. "l can’t wait, no more¢haf University’'s so-called help."
The southerner narrowed her eyes faintly. "That mgsladdy’s University."
"Was." Janice released her Soulmate’s hands aisdexidher arms over her chest.
"Still is."

"No..." The Queen shook her head with a small gfifaybe if you ran the show it
would be different.”

"Are you suggesting something Janice?"

The small woman shrugged her shoulders. "Nope."h8peed out of the bed with
her partner’s curious eyes on her. "l am goingaoedl everybody that tomorrow we
have a meeting about the plans for the Amazons."

Clan Xena stood up off the bed and came up negvdrérer. "I'll help."
"Thanks." Janice smiled up as she felt warm haalti$of her hips.

"Ssso, what do mean by ‘if you ran the show it widog different?’ | couldn’t be the
dean Janice."

"Never say never Mel... we both know that." Janidgis now took on a devilish
grin. "Besides your name is only Pappas.”

Mel laughed and lowered her head against her pastrigvell... Doctor Johnson is...
close to retirement.”



"Very close." Janice pressed her lips against beirate’s lightly. "Maybe a year."
"In that year we could will have the Amazon orgaaiz

"Hopefully." The archeologist circled her arms ardiner partner. "Melinda Pappas
the Dean of University of South Carolina... nice rtogt."

The tall woman now had a grin. "Very nice ring."eSbok Janice’s lips into a long
kiss.

Janice disappeared into the kiss and almost fdrgomission. "Mel... the meeting."

Melinda quietly laughed and released her partnévu'take the right side of the hall,
| have the left."

"Sounds like a plan.” The archeologist left themoweith Mel behind her.

The pair split up going to each room telling thdseazons that there was a meeting
tomorrow morning on the plans for the Amazons. BEactazon seemed excited about
this new information. After this, the Soulmates wentheir room again. There soon
Janice was giving Mel the same treat she’d redsigemorning. It was grand and
only left the translator without any breath andbamqding heart. Her soul was filled

for a time till its need would take her all overaay

Section 4
~*Part 8*~

Janice tightened her arms around her Soulmate’s.body

Mel gradually opened her eyes and smiled. "MorriiBge lifted her head to kiss the
top of the archeologist’s head.

The Queen slept on top of her Soulmate in the pude... not that Mel wasn’t nude
as well. Janice lifted her head with groggy and-bpened eyes. "Morning." She gave
a long content sigh while placing her head backrddWow’d you sleep Mel?"

"Real well."

The small woman gave a little laugh. "l hear youlwat one.” Now her arms came up
with her head. She crossed her arms over Mel'st emeksrested her chin there. "We
should head back to Columbia soon."

"Definitely.” The translator let a small smile cseaher lips while her fingertips glided
up and down her friend’s smooth back. "Maybe ewemarrow."

"That early?" Janice arched an eyebrow.
"It is a long flight."

"True." The small woman gradually closed her eyfest’s just get through this
meeting... we're playing this by ear."



The southerner gave a faint nodded while contintrgcaress along Janice’s back.
"This is odd."

The archeologist ever so slowly opened her eyes."IShe had her eyes locked with
Mel’s. "I've never... felt so..."

"Perfect." The southerner smiled warmly. "Desgite tact you're... letting me be
more in control.”

Janice laughed turned her head to rest her chebkrosrms. "Nnooo, I'm just getting
real soft... like Gabrielle."

"Love... Gabrielle wasn'’t soft."

The archeologist quickly lifted her head with athayebrow. "Really?"
"Yess... you know that."

Covington let a grin control her lips. "Only aroukdna she was."

"Yup." The translator found her own grin coverirgy Imouth. But that grin
disappeared, as she became serious. "Are you salaoedl this change?”

Janice truly considered while her eyes went unfedudt’s different.” Her eyes
refocused on Mel. "Maybe a little scared becausedaCovington is not the same
person everybody knows."

"But | knowyou"

"Yes." The archeologist smiled warmly. "But seeremew... | don’t act like the same
person you met Mel."

"Do | act the same as | was when we first met?"
The Queen quietly laughed. "Definitely not... no adasther.”

The southerner corked an eyebrow. Now her eyeklednwhile her voice came out
light. "We'll if y’all want my accent back | can diat wid no problem. ‘Cause right
now | feel like uh split personality.”

Janice laughed with a shake of her head. "Thatintagesting.” Suddenly Janice
dropped her smile and her face swept over withaghdeok. "But fuck that, | am an
archeologist with the best rep for screwing upgagities if | you let me. Otherwise I'll
sell your mother for just a little stash of moolah.

The translator gave an innocent look. "Now Doctovi@gton what would uh lady
like yo do wid uh lot of money? Definitely consideg yo are duh daughter of Harry
Covington."

"Hell!" Janice rolled her eyes. "I'd buy myself @ revolver first with some cigs, get
my self drunk as shit, and I'd finish my goddamghtiwith fucking a bitch of a
hooker.” She had her eyes narrowed but they wendlapg deeply. "You know what
the hell I'd really do with that goddamn money?"

"What iz dat Doctor Covington?"



"I'd fucken burn it all ‘cause | got everything lant right here.” That hard as nails
look dissolved from the Queen’s face and was nevaim smile on her lips. Janice
leaned in to take Mel’s lips. "Right here."

The tall woman moaned into the kiss while shiftivay right hand behind her
partner's head to deepen the kiss.

Janice grinned while kissing this other beautifolman. When she pulled back she
nuzzled her face against Mel's neck. "l love you.Me

"l love you too Janice." Mel encircled her Soulmateody.
The archeologist started to quietly laugh.

"What are you chuckling about?"

Janice took a deep breath. "Did | really use tho liké that?"

"Pretty much." The belle smiled to herself whileigimg her eyes. "Not quite so many
cuss words though."

The small woman quietly snickered. "Sorry, slighoé lips."

"Right." A grin creased Melinda’s lips. "Mmm, weeatkto get up."”
"Yeah." Janice was thinking about getting up.

Mel was thinking about getting up too.

However it just was not happening between the twmen.

"Okay... this plan ain’'t working." The translator oy@el her eyes again.
"That’s because this is perfect.” Janice gave pyamgh.

"True." The southerner took a deep breath. "Buhesd to get up before the
Amazons start thinking bad thoughts about us."

"Who cares?"
Silence for a few seconds.

Mel gave a low laugh. "Guess neither of us. Wellll.just come up with another
plan.” Slowly her warm hands slid down to Janicetes while her eyes opened
again.

The archeologist knew what was about to happennt@wen think about it Mel."

"About what?" The southerner gave an innocent ldaked she quickly began to
tickle the small woman. And now came the first tiMel heard her Soulmate squeal
uncontrollable so this only led to Mel falling indobundle of laughter.

Janice took a deep breath as she controlled hgrdgain. She glared down at her
laughing partner. "Mel." Her voice was hard.

The aristocrat took a deep breath while her laugttped, she gave a warm smile.



"Sorry... but I've never heard you-"

"Mel." The archeologist growled her Soulmate’s naand rolled off her partner to
stand up.

Melinda stared at Janice’s back, she sighed, apddtout of the bed. Her arms
came around the small woman and she drew Janieeimips came down to brush
over the archeologist’s ear. "Sorry."

The Queen gave a sad sigh and she relaxed infadra’s embrace. "It's alright.”
She lifted her head up some to peer up into wagsglept eyes. "l guess that was
Janice coming out.” A corked grin was on her lips.

The southerner let a warm smile take over andahéso small hands had grasped
hers. "l know...guess Xena and Janice don’t mix."

The archeologist quietly laughed with her grin forgiinto a smile. "They need to."
She lifted her right hand to pull Mel's head dowhe gently kissed the taller woman.

Melinda smiled after the kiss broke.

Janice turned fully to the belle now and rest lesxchagainst the other female’s chest.
Her eyes shut and she felt herself fall into hée $hat was Gabrielle.

Mel soon was being filled with the side of her tlsaXena. She felt that strong
instinct to protect her Soulmate from the worlduen.

The Queen now shivered in her partner’'s arms.
The translator peeked down at her partner. "Yoly®ka

"Yeah." Janice glimpsed up to the other woman.t'Jukelt my stomach curl up from
this feeling."

"Good feeling?" A lopsided smile was on Mel’s lips.

"Definitely." The archeologist took a deep breaithva serious expression coming
over her. "We should do this more often."”

"Ohh?" The southerner grinned from ear to ear. tfgap"
Janice laughed. "Don’t call it that or | won’t wanb."
The aristocrat snickered low. "Well... spend timeetibgr?"

"Exactly... and yes." Clan Gabrielle let out a hii¥ile better get this meeting started.
I'm sure they’re waiting for us."

Melinda nodded in agreement.
Kk k.
"We’'re not leaving tomorrow?" Emily quietly whinechile falling back into her seat.

"l agree." Ashley sighed and slumped into her s&at.not ready to go back to
work."



Cliona smirked over at her partner. "Come on Asmmefica Air Born is the best.”
The copilot huffed. "Keep saying it, maybe I'll bityone day."
The princess snickered low.

"Let’s be serious here." Radclyffe leaned towaldstable. "This is a serious matter
with our Nation."

The Queen nodded at that in agreement. "l agraaitd reached up to remove her hat
and settled it into her lap. "We all need to helpnaking the plans for the Nation."

Starling now spoke in. "Janice, Mel, and | haveadly came up with some ideas."

Everybody's attention went to the regent in wondamtmBut Starling glanced over to
her Queen and nodded.

Janice nodded back up and took her cue. "Two saedk. First I'd like to take all the
English scrolls and have them published. Secomdtisall the gold and jewelry, |
think we should buy these lands and the rest ofitbeey to rebuild as well as help
any Amazon in finical debt.”

"I like that." Constance smiled warmly. "I knowef Amazons in England that could
use the money after this war."

"That’s what | figured." Janice nodded.

"What about publishing these scrolls?" Hellanesl loeit her right hand. "What's that
going to do? We’re not going to publish them puilicHer hand grasped the table.

"No." The Queen shook her head. "We publish thedhreamd them out personally to
each Amazon." She grinned. "They’re only for theaons to understand what it was
like during Gabrielle’s time."

Cliona gave a smirk. "Well, | guess we can’t catise books the Amazon books."
"We’'ll call them the Amazon Knowledge books." Radie had a smug look.
Cliona shot a mock glare to the head council member

Radclyffe quietly laughed and shook her head.

"Why don’t we just call them the Amazing Amazon ke®"

Everybody at the table chuckled at Sylvia’s joke.

"No." Janice shook her head and went seriouskéliRad’s idea. Amazon Knowledge
books is fine." She took a deep breath. "Now thatlecided on that pressing matter
let's move on."

"Hold on, are we planning to bal of the Amazon lands?"

Melinda shook her head. "No Emily, just Gabrielletgginal lands. That’'s to much
land and as Star said to much money being waveahdro



Leukos evilly grinned. "Jus’ have to know how towsat around right?"
A huge grin took over the aristocrat’s lips. "Exact

"So does this make you our treasurer of the Ama2o8glvia smirked to the
translator.

"It does." The archeologist crossed her arms agharschest with a smug look.
The second in command’s mouth dropped because Girtiiple agreement.

Janice quietly laughed but went stern. "We nedajtoe out how to bring the
Amazons together."

"Only by word of mouth." Starling took a deep breaiThat’s how the last meeting
happened.”

"But you said only five hundred Amazon showed uptifi@at one?"

"Yes." The regent nodded at her Queen’s wordsw&aoeed to give more time to let
more word to get around.” She took a deep bredtie Amazon are resourceful and
very loyal. Word will spread fast but there are soimazons that are hard to get
too."

"Well..." Constance’s let a grin come over her expi@s "We'll just make sure to
spread with the word that our Queen is the Chosen."

"Exactly." Starling gave serious nod. "That’ll maskare that more Amazons come. If
we’re real lucky maybe all will show."

"But that's not likely is it?"

Starling turned her head to Emily. "No Ems, outha nine hundred plus we may only
get... six hundred. It depends on time, location, @yon everything."

Janice was in deep thought over her regent’s woé@imna?"
The pilot gazed over to the Queen. "Yeah?"

The archeologist lifted her eyes to the princedtould you feel like flying around the
world to pick up some Amazons? Just incase somaatafford to make it to
Greece."

Cliona Smith gradually corked an eyebrow. Withrg @rin crossing her lips she
glanced at her copilot. "What you say Ash?"

Ashley quietly laughed. "Hell yeah." She grinne@ioto Janice. "l think America Air
Born can shove it up their-"

"I think they can too Sprite."
Ashley started to laugh hard at Sylvia’s interjewti

"Quite a mouth she has on her hands." Sylvia sheokead but focused her attention
on Janice. "What about the Amazons Cliona and &pah’'t make it too?"



The Queen’s lips creased with a fine grin. "Thencame just pay for it. We do have
enough money... now."

The Amazons chuckled together.

"When we have this meeting we should probably hhgeAmazon fill out forms."
Constance’s eyes flickered between all the othenar "A form on where they live,
what clan, age... things like that."

"Good idea." Janice nodded and took a deep bréathike to figure out a way to
gain better control over this small... communicatyap. We can not keep relying on
word of mouth."

"We could do what Gabrielle did." Cliona straigtgdrup. "Use the lieutenants."
"How?" Janice crossed her arms against her chest.

"Well..." The princess thought for a moment.

"You're saying having the lieutenants monitor sextike in Gabrielle’s nation?"
Cliona glanced over to the translator. "Yeah... sft

Mel nodded and turned her head to the Queen. "lkake the lieutenants and make
them in charge of certain Amazons in certain aoéaise world, we could keep better
tabs on what'’s going on."

Janice nodded and was about to answer but didn’t.

"That’s it." The princess smiled. "Each lieuteneah be in charge of a certain sector
of the world with those surrounding Amazons."

"Then it would be simple if those Amazons checkedith that lieutenant on how
they're doing."

Emily nodded in agreement with Sylvia’s words. '"&l§ say Janice has an order we
could have it dispersed to the lieutenants and tihehieutenants would tell their
Amazons in that sector. It would be perfect.”

"My only problem is with the lieutenants themselgsnice straightened up. "They
are all over the world and | have very little cahwver them." She saw the looks of
hurt written over her Amazons. "And | am not saytihgy will be disloyal. | am

saying something could easily happen to my lieutehand it may be months before |
know which would endanger those Amazons in thabsgcShe shook her head.
"Once it gets public of our people the Amazons dlpoked and probed with
guestions. We all know this and we can only hideselres for so long." She
narrowed her eyes faintly. "We need to be cautaiube outside world especially
with today and with men. They will not take lightty knowing their wife is an
Amazon. A woman that is independent and only alloth&r women into her family."

"We'll have to change that."
The women turned their heads to the head counciilvee

"Truly." Radclyffe straightened up. "The Amazondlweed to make a small shift to



be able to integrate right with modern day." Shao&hher head. "As we all know we
can not come together here in Greece, throw ohdesitstrap swords on our backs,
and masquerade with feathers on." A deep bredth ntit realistic.” A pause while
she collected her thoughts. "The forties Amazorkhave to adjust by knowing a
family can include men..." A huge smirk covered hgs.|"It's just men are not
always wearing the pants, that’s all."

Constance raised her eyebrow at her friend. "Stg@aying Rad that when we go
back to England and my betrothed returns from vednolld tell him | am an
Amazon?" The priestess shook her head. "I wilmfant to break the engagement.”

"Constance."
The priestess turned her head to the Queen inigonest

"I think what Rad is trying to say is the Amazorighe forties need a different mind
set."” Janice took a deep breath. "Meaning for exanypu can not walk around
thinking you're an Amazon so you do not need a rad’s point is we need to walk
around remembering we're apart of great tribe oo that stand for a family not
difference between sexes."

The head council member nodded in agreement aéxipddnation. "Thank you."

Janice’s eyes flickered over to Radclyffe Hale arsiall smile creased her lips. Her
attention went back to all the Amazons. "Does dwedy understand what is the new
frame of mind?"

Each Amazon nodded in agreement.

The Queen sat back in her seat with her handsigesti top of her hat. "And since
each of you are officers." Her eyes settled on fmWith the exception of our good
doctor." She focused on the women again. "I'd fikeyou eight to set this example
with my Amazons."

The Amazons nodded in unison, even Mel and Emily.

"Thank you." Janice gave a warm smile but lostui tb her seriousness. "Let’s set a
date on this meeting."

Starling sat up. "Currently it is January tenth. nateen forty-three."
"What time is it too Star?" Janice gave a huge gnil.
"Funny my Queen." The regent narrowed her eyes avghn.

The archeologist chuckled. "Okay now that we atbikrtoday’s date, we need one for
when this grand get together is to happen.”

"How about in six months?"

Mel shook her head at Emily suggestion. "No, thtat’sarly."” Her eyes shifted to
Starling. "Do you know how much time was betweendahnouncement of the
meeting and meeting last time?"

"l have no idea." The regent glanced down to trelemuncil member. "You know



right Rad?"

Clan Masika nodded and gazed over to Janice. "Yather put a time space of
about five months."

The Queen sighed. "And that was in the middle ofld/@/ar One... Christ this is
bad."

"We should make it a year." Mel turned her headatols her Soulmate. "Hopefully
the war won’t be to bad."

Janice’s right hand went through her hair in fratsbn. "Damn war." She took a calm
deep breath. "We have Amazons in Germany, Frangstrid4, and Italy huh?" Her
eyes were focused on Starling.

The regent faintly nodded. "Afraid so."
"Christ." Janice Covington went silent with thetresthe women.

Starling slowly lifted her eyes up from the taldddck on her Queen. "Amazons are
resourceful.”

Sylvia now locked her eyes on her Queen. "The AntaAimazon." She said it with a
straight face.

"They'll be here." Radclyffe crossed her arms agianer chest. "Or | am not the
oldest clan."

Janice sighed and gave a faint sad smile. "Letelsm."
"So... is it decided? A year?" asked the regent.

"Yess." Janice gave her nod of approval. "Janwarht.. nineteen forty-four.” A grin
came into play. "Let’s get word around."

"Don’t you think Janice it would be a good ideahtnd out the... Amazon
Knowledge books at that time?"

The archeologist turned her head to the priest&md idea." She turned her head
towards her Soulmate. "That means we’ll have te tak English scrolls with us back
to Columbia.”

Mel nodded and spoke her idea. "l think | can getrt published privately.”
Janice grinned. "l know."
The translator winked.

The small archeologist chuckled and gazed badkgavbomen. "Anybody else have
guestions... suggestions?"

"What about the weapons?" Hellanes finished hestiuewith a grin.
The Queen evilly grinned at her weapons mastest'doan’'t break them Nes."

The weapons master laughed low and nodded. "Yeswte my Queen."



"And the money?" Cliona shook her head. "We rezdiy't leave it here."
"We could... technically."

"Ash, we should put it to use." The princess shioekhead again at her partner. "It's
been sitting there for to long as it is."

"Then we’ll take it back to America." Janice cutiefore a debate came about. "Mel
and | will take care of the money." She took a deeath. "As soon as we get the
money in order we’ll buy these lands."”

"How are we going to work that?" Sylvia shook heatl. "Only Hellanes or myself
could buy the land since we're Greek."

"Well... get ready to be purchasing a hunk of land."
The second in command arched an eyebrow at hemQié¢eau're kidding?"

Janice quietly laughed. "l am." She went serioukgared at her Soulmate. "Your
explanation Mel."

The translator nodded and gave her full attentatié Amazons. "It's simple, we’ll
make the Amazons quote, a legal partnership, ueduot

"So basically we’ll be an organization?" The regendided. "The Amazon
Organization."

"Yes, we’'ll legally be a organization... club."” Thastocrat shrugged her shoulders.
"Whatever you fancy to call it." She gave a sidiof-the-less, once we legally make
this group and say it resides in Greece then Wwe’lible to purchase land... or
whatever else." She paused and remembered onedstaill "The only thing is, once
we do this our name will be public... the governmaititwant to know what'’s our
purpose.”

"Hell." The Queen shook her head. "Forgot abouit plaat."
The aristocrat grinned to her Soulmate. "I can puihgs."
The archeologist corked an eyebrow. "Excuse me."
Melinda laughed and reached down to grasp hergésthand.

"We need to figure out a source of income JaniRadclyffe sat up in her seat.
"There may be that gold but it won't last forever."

"The mines." The doctor brightened up. "If we cofutdl out if the Amazon
Mountains still holds ore. We could do mining aetl the ores." She sheepishly
smiled. "Just an idea."

Janice was in deep thought again, consideringdibe. i

"Yeah and what? Call it Amazon Jewelry?" The sedarmbmmand snickered. "The
Amazon Jewelry Company."

The archeologist turned her head to her transéatdrwhispered, "Can we do



something like that?"

"Yes," was the southerner’s response. "That’s drthere is anything still in those
mountains."

Janice nodded and sighed. "We may have too." Stexig#p to her friends "Rad is
right, we do need an income." She sighed agairt.Ma# and | look into it. Right
now fortunately we have enough gold to supply usr.nbw."

"Mmm, | have another idea..." Mel grinned. "Let’'s my father’s trick.” She sat up
and glanced around. "We could take some of the gnand buy stock... good stock.
That way we’ll always have income."

Everybody nodded together.

"You think that's wise Mel?" The Queen gazed atlbeer. "If the stock market
crashes..."

"We'll be fine." The aristocrat sat back with argril do have the best stockbrokers."

Janice quietly laughed. "Okay, so that's anotheaitiShe took a deep breath. "But
right now the plan is to get the Amazons togetteelin Greece, buy the lands here,
and get those English scrolls published."

"Are we going to do anything with Gabrielle’s sds@!'

"I'm not quite sure yet Ems." The archeologist sexsher legs at the ankle under the
table. "We'll worry about that later but Mel andre taking the Greek versions back
to Columbia.” Another small sigh. "Anything else?"

"I may have a solution to the sector problem."
The Queen along with the rest of the Amazons garéuke eldest Amazon.

Radclyffe took a deep breath. "l am not quite sirénis but supposedly Gabrielle had
an overseer of her lieutenants. Now the overs@ar'svas to check on these
lieutenants along with the Amazons in that areatjusnake sure things were okay."
Her eyes focused on the Queen. "I'm sure you chttlout whom this overseer is
and have them doing this job again."

Janice’s head was bobbing up and down as her noimsiaered the idea and
possibilities. "Not a bad idea Rad."

The head council member nodded. "It's your besbogtbelieve Janice."

"It may just be." The Queen smiled and glimpsediado "I think that covers
everything."

"Are we leaving tomorrow Janice?" Ashley had a pautook.

The archeologist quietly laughed. "I'm afraid schAsShe took a long breath. "We've
been playing Amazons to long."

The group laughed together.

"So, tomorrow we’ll leave and head first to Englaml to..." Janice turned her head



to her Soulmate. "Columbia?"
Mel squeezed her partner’s hand. "Or New York?"

Janice whispered out, "I don’t know." But her eggsrted away. "Starling, we’ll
leave the truck with you."

The regent nodded. "Thank you, will be nice to haweurce of... transportation.”
Sylvia and Hellanes huffed together and said isamji "About time."
A few Amazons snickered while the others had grins.

Janice squeezed her Soulmate’s hand and let gdyahd went to grasp her hat. She
lowered her head and put the hat on while stanainghe lifted her head and
dropped her hand, her eyes were dark now. "Evegylget some rest and relaxation
before tomorrow since we’'re flying out of here."rH#ges switched over to her regent.
"With the exception of the guardians.”

Starling Miller huffed and slumped in her seat. "d@pee."

The second in command evilly grinned at Clan EphiBpn’t worry, things will be
more... entertaining now."

The regent arched an eyebrow at her friend.
"Oh wonderful." The weapons master sighed andazk m her seat.

"Don’t worry Nes." Sylvia Carter rested her handham friend’s knee. "We’'ll include
you."

"Hell no." The weapons master stood and her epstidd at the second in command.
"l do not need to be that... close to the most ondepeople in the world."

Starling and Sylvia laughed as they watched He#laameble off with a grin.
Janice shook her head and gazed down to her Salmat

Mel lifted her eyes up and gave a warm smile. &ae her partner’'s eyes and stood
up herself while taking the smaller hand offered.

Without a word the Soulmates left the hut.

Emily glanced back to the closing door and badk&group. "l don’t want to know
what they're up too."

"No you don’t" Starling quickly stood and glancegeoto her second in command.
"Nor what Sylvia and | are up too."

The second in command could take a hint and stpdd disappear with Starling.
"Gee, we must be slacking ourselves Ash."
The third in command gazed at the princess. "Youglldng... crap Cliona."

The pilot laughed and rested more back into her $arn, you can even let me



through out some subtext around here."

Radclyffe raised an eyebrow. "That's because yoitdmow how to do it right
Cliona."

"Oh?" The princess crossed her arms against het.cl@an you do better?"
Emily looked from one end of the table to the otlvatching with a smirk.

"Oh course." The head council member turned hed he¢he priestess. "Come
here... honey."

Constance quietly laughed and leaned towards ieedfrYes... sweetie pie?"

Radclyffe held back her laugh and leaned in togkagentle kiss on Constance’s
cheek.

"Sweetie... | am engaged.”

Clan Masika winked. "And his at war."

Constance laughed and sat back in her seat. "Rptkencradle.”
Hale quietly laughed and took a deep breath whaleng at Cliona.

The princess shook her head and sighed. "ThattsngRad." She turned to her
copilot.

Ashley raised an eyebrow in question.
"Which you prefer Ash... honey dumpling or sexy montha
The third in command just laughed and shook hed.h#&tow about neither?"

"Not an option." Cliona carefully lifted her righand to her copilot’s cheek and
leaned in to just lightly brush her lips againshiey’'s. When she pulled back she saw
the huge blush on Ashley’s face that was only ggttedder.

Radclyffe cleared her throat. "Well... maybe thatsltake the cake." She laughed
then gave a sigh.

Emily quickly stood. "It's getting way to... friendfpr me around here." She
chuckled and left the hut in a hurry. Walking al@wv pace the good doctor made it to
the dig site and glanced around for the Soulmates.

The archeologist walked out of the supply tent sypokted her friend. "Hey Ems."
Emily strolled up to her Queen. "What you and Melto?"
"We’'re getting the scrolls together and the money."

The doctor nodded and caught sight of Mel now cgnoiat of the tent. "Want
company?"

Janice chuckled. "Of course, get a lamp and wedétyou down there."



"Alright." Leukos went into the tent after the soetner shifted out of the way.
Mel and Janice made their way into the trench Vaithps and four large bags.
~Fk Lk kL

"Janice, I'd like to know how we’re gonna get diithis money out of here."

The archeologist stared at the pile of gold anceJsw'You've have a point." She
sighed.

"Well... do you real need all this gold to buy theada?" The doctor glanced between
the women.

"Nope." Melinda took a deep breath. "Maybe aboute tenth."”

Janice chuckled. "Probably right." She lifted hggseup to her Soulmate. "So what
you say one bag load?"

The translator glanced back to the pile. "Yeah..ngguyood." She grinned to her
partner.

The archeologist again chuckled and took one obhgs to collect the some of the
wealth.

The southerner bent down to help her friend loaal it

"Hey Ems." The Queen lifted her head up to henttie¢Why don’t you start getting
the Amazon Knowledge scrolls?" She threw her secamdas bag at the doctor.

Leukos caught the bag as it smacked into her. "8iyr®ueen.” She smirked and
strolled out of the room with the bag and a lamp.

Janice turned her head towards the doorway. "Tlgidbnones Emily!"
"I know!"
The archeologist laughed and went back to gathén@gnoney. "She’s great."

"She is." Mel smiled up and kept lifting the gofd She lifted up a small diamond.
"My... what a beauty.” She turned it in the lightsie it glisten to her.

"Yeah." The archeologist looked up and wrinkled ihese. "If you like compressed
charcoal."

Slowly the belle’s eyes averted to her Soulmateni@ressed charcoal is worth a lot
these days."

"Yup." Janice looked away and kept lifting handfui the bag. "But... worth
nothing when it comes to you."

Clan Xena smiled to herself and dropped the diamatodthe bag as if it were
nothing. "Dido."

The archeologist’s eyes flickered up with warmtld ahe smiled. She took a deep



breath and put one last handful into the bag saeatgts limit.

Mel closed pulled the string at the top and putfiiye over and tied it shut. "I'll carry
it."

The Queen chuckled. "Yeah, to heavy for me." Jasticed up with two canvas bags
that were Mel’s along with the two lamps.

The aristocrat grasped the bag and lifted it ugifig it mildly heavy. She slung it
onto her back with a rattle.

Janice lifted her eyes to the large gold statubat’® something else."

Pappas turned towards the statue of Artemis. Bigutiful." She gave a sigh. "It must
have been in their temple to Artemis."

"I'm sure it was." The small woman studied it fole&v more moments and huffed.
"Wanna go get Gabrielle’s scrolls?"

"Yeah." Mel smiled warmly. "Come on." She headetafuihe room and walked into
the next room that held the ‘Chosen’s Tales.” Théet settled her bag down onto the
ground and took a lamp along with a bag.

Janice walked over to the Greek side with her congpa With Mel, Janice began to
place the scrolls carefully into the canvas bag Sipped one in and suddenly
stopped in mid-action because something invadetyday. She rose back up and
glanced to Mel. "I wanna check something, you betée?"

"Yeah." Mel smiled and saw out of the corner of &ges her Soulmate walk to the
English side. The southerner’s eyes shut as axtpelash over her. She opened her
eyes again and stared at the scrolls.

Janice walked up to the English scrolls, studiearthher right hand came up, and
began to brush along the scrolls. She felt hessalfching for one particular scroll
and she had no idea why. Suddenly she graspeddneea fingers wrapped around
the scroll.

Mel kept pulling out the Greek scrolls and settlihgm into the bag. Her hand
grasped the next one and she was hesitant abdungpiiinto the bag, she began to
unroll the scroll.

The archeologist pulled the scroll from its homd aegan to unroll it. She quickly
realized the scroll was blank but when it was catgdy unrolled she found a ring
resting in the middle that sparkled and twinkledaper. Her eyes became fixed on
the ring and she smiled warmly. Carefully she diftee ring and turned the band ring
and saw an inscription that was in Greek. She tigged a translator to tell her what
it read, she knew it saldy soulmate forevedanice quickly slipped the ring into her
pant’s pocket.

The translator was not shocked about the unwrgiteall and was actually expecting
it from this scroll she held. For what lay in thedie of the scroll was more
important. She carefully lifted the two rings tiga¢eted her in twinkles and sparkles
as if she were an old friend. The southerner smiladnly at them and lifted the rings
to kiss them lightly. She now slipped them into pant’'s pockets and heard her



archeologist shift across the floor. Mel quickfled up the blank scroll and placed it
into the bag and reminding herself to take it duthe bag at first chance. "Find what
you were looking for?"

Janice lifted her eyes to her partner. "Yeah." &rae up to the Greek side and bent
down to collect the rest of the bottom scrollsll'ite nice to get back to the old grind
of archeology when we get home."

"So Columbia?"

The Queen sighed and stood after depositing tlidlsanto the bag. "l think so Mel.
We need to get moving with the plans.”

"l agree." The southerner gave a small nod ancekkdown to lightly kiss her partner.
"Ssso... we get to play translator and archeologishs

Janice laughed and gave a nod. "Yup... | like plagngen but... archeology | was
born for."

"True." The translator lowered her head close tocées. "But your soul was born for
Amazon Queen."

"Nnno." Janice grinned up and placed on hand orsbaimate’s hip. "My half soul
was born for you."

Melinda warmly smiled and took her partner’s lipsai powerful kiss.
"Hey Mel and Janice?"
The Soulmates groaned together at hearing Emityisev

"What's up Ems?" Janice released her partner aigéee doctor come to the
doorway.

"l need another bag." Emily realized how closetthhe women were to each other.
"Oh... I'm... really sorry." She blushed slightly.

The archeologist laughed and grabbed her last ebggfyand thew it at her Amazon.
"We’'ll be there in a second.”

"Yeah... don’t mind me." Emily rushed out of ther€héseAmazon are to friendly
for me!"

The Soulmates laughed together at Emily’s echoedsvo

The archeologist sighed slightly. "Yup... back to the grind."

Mel’s lips shaped into a grin. "Thank god we'retpars."

"Tell me about it." Covington leaned up to kiss Mghtly again. "We better go."
"Mmm yeah." Mel stepped back and tied the bag.

The archeologist reached down to take the bagathamp.

The belle walked over to the moneybag, lifted tbater back, and grabbed her lamp.



The pair left the room and walked down the corridothe main room.

"Slight problem."” The doctor turned her head atgae entering. "l can’'t reach the
high ones."

Melinda sighed. "Vertically challenged people."
"Hey!" Janice narrowed her sparkling eyes.

"How I love them." The southerner gave a devilish.g
Janice arched an eyebrow not totally convinced.

The translator dropped her bag to the ground diedi Iher left hand to graze past
Janice’s cheek.

The archeologist couldn’t hold back the blush.

Mel winked and walked over to Emily with her lang§he placed her lamp down and
turned to the English wall.

The Amazon opened her bag up more and held itlvath hands.

The Queen came up beside Emily and watched asddklthe high scrolls to place
them into the bag.

But even Mel’'s height became limited compared tosof the high scrolls. So she
improvised and climbed up the wall carefully andkdohe highest scrolls out.

Janice took the scrolls handed to her and placad thto the canvas bag gingerly.
Within a minute or two the women had all the Ergbsrolls in the bag.

The Queen doubled checked the wall and saw evemvtheery bottom scrolls were
gone. She smiled to her friends. "I think that’s it

"Are we really flying back tomorrow?" Emily lifteder eyes to Janice while she bent
forward tying the bag.

"Yeah Ems... sorry."
Melinda walked over to her gold bag to carry itiagdDon’t miss Columbia huh?"

The doctor chuckled and lifted her own bag. "Aihvat... it's jus’ | feel at home
here."

"Me too." Janice smiled warmly. "But we need todhback."

"l reckon so." The southern Leukos sighed and gldrmayver to the other bag with the
scrolls. "How are we going to-"

"Got it." Melinda walked over to the canvas bag afteld it up in her right hand.
"Janice, can you get my lamp?"

"Sure, no problem."” Janice collected her Soulmdssig and glanced over to see
Emily getting her lamp too. "Ready?"



"Yup," responded Emily. She walked over to the stapd began to climb up them.
The Queen glanced over to her partner. "Thanks"Mel.

The aristocrat smiled. "No reason to thank me." Shited the pack on her bag.
"Come on, let's go."

Janice’s lips creased with a warm smile and sh&edalip the steps to the trench.

~Fk ko

"Woo0." Hellanes jumped to the door of the hut awdrgg it open. "You three have a
load there."

The Queen laughed. "Thanks Nes." She walked irdnti with her bag.
Melinda followed behind with Emily behind her.

The weapons master chuckled to herself and spuswad to sheath it behind. She
walked into the hut and closed the door behind. &¥¢hn those bags?"

The three women settled the four bags over in ¢ineer of the hut.
"The scrolls,” answer Janice. She straightenedAmd money."
Clan Eponin nodded. "Good."

~*Part 9*~

"I'm going to sabotage the truck," huffed Ashley.

"Ash, it could be worse." Cliona came up behindfnend and rested her hands on
the Amazon’s shoulders.

The third in command turned around to her partheeally don’t wanna go back to
America Air Born."

"We don’t have much choice.” The princess sighelllysand in the background she
heard the door to the hut open. In the corner oeljes she saw her Queen come
outside with the bags.

"Yes we do."

"No we don’t." Clan Amarice looked away in frustoat.

"We do have a choice Cliona... why we have to stdl tis stupid company?"
"We have too stay okay?"

"No we don’t." Ashley narrowed her eyes a little.

Cliona opened her mouth to respond but was cut off.

"Neither of you don't."

Both Amazon turned their heads to see Mel stantfiage with a serious look.



"How you figure Mel?" Cliona released her copilatiacrossed her arms against her
chest.

"I reckon | can help out Cliona." The southerneilsdwarmly. "I know some people
in the airplane business... I'm sure | can get yoih ired to another company.”

"Really?" Ashley’s eyes brightened up. "Mel, | dastand America Air Born."
"I know." The aristocrat sighed. "I've heard badfsabout them."

"Yeah... they're pretty bad." Cliona sighed and shbekhead. "A bunch of jackass
jerks are partners... about five partners.”

"I heard." Mel shifted her weight to her other fo&ithink you can deal with the
company for another month or so? I'll have somags$rpulled by then."

"Definitely." The third in command jumped to hugettall woman. "Thanks Mel."
"Hey... don’t thank me till | pull the connections."

Smith grinned at seeing her copilot happy now. thkea went in for a hug from Mel
after Ashley.

"What's all the hugging about?" Sylvia steppedaiphe small group. "You guys still
have an eight hour flight together and you're hag@8l' She sighed as if in pain. "You
should be hugging me here... | feel out of the cihges."

The third in command laughed and stepped overaséiaond in command to hug her
tightly. "Sorry Sylvi."

"It's alright Sprite." The second in command hugged friend tightly. "I'll miss you
cutie."

"Hey, no hitting on my girlfriend.” The princesstgher hands on her hips.

"Which girlfriend Cliona?" Slyvia pulled back frodshley but still holding her by the
hips. "You mean this one?" She leaned in to kidd&yson the cheek gently.

The third in command blushed to her roots and cedgtrhanks Sylvia."
The second in command winked. "No problem Sprishé released her friend.

Ashley turned to Cliona. "And you... you wish | wasuy girlfriend.” She smacked
the princess’s stomach and strolled away.

"For a partner... she’s got you whipped I'm afraidoGa."

The princess coughed and straightened up. "Real?'Mshe crossed her arms
against her chest. "And Janice doesn’'t have yoppédd?"

The archeologist heard her name and came up grolg. "What's going on?"
The southerner glanced down to her partner. "Cltbimks you have me whipped.”

Janice laughed low and turned her attention t@hacess. "Me have Mel whipped?



Oh Hell yeah." She started walking away.
"Janice?"

The archeologist spun around and came back uplguackel’s side. "You rang
Mel?"

Both Sylvia and Cliona fell over laughing at therse.
The two soulmates stared into each other’s eyes.
Melinda winked at her partner.

Janice still heard her Amazons laughing. "Mel?"
"Mmm?"

"Kiss me."

The southerner faced her partner and bent dowak®her partner’s lips in a sensual
kiss.

The Amazons immediately stopped laughing and loa&eshch other.
Cliona shrugged her shoulders. "Maybe they havk etieer whipped.”

Mel slowly pulled back but had her eyes locked vighh Soulmate’s. "Got that right."
She turned her twinkling eyes to the other women.

"This is where we leave." Sylvia grabbed Clionais a'Before we really get
whipped."

The two Amazon scurried away to help with loading truck.
Mel turned her head to her partner. "Thanks."

A grin masked over the archeologist’s lips. "Nothto thank me for... you do have
me whipped." She gave her own wink.

The tall female laughed and leaned down closern'Dee have each other
whipped?"

"Very much." Janice finished the distance to kissgmartner warmly.
"Damn Soulmates." Starling sighed and shook hed.hea
"Well... they are cute.”

The regent turned her head to Emily. "Thanks... pegallery.” She furrowed her
eyebrows. "And they are not cute.”

"Yes they are." Emily glanced over to see the Sat#s pulling away slowly.
"They're really cute... especially Janice."

"Oh give me a break." Starling sighed. "She’s amaologist... not a fluffy bunny
Ems!"



The doctor laughed and patted her regent’s shaul8are... sure." She strolled off.
"They're not cute Emily!" The regent narrowed hge®at the Amazons back.

Leukos turned around and kept walking backwardsge'Lsaid... sure sure." She
grinned and turned away to keep walking.

Clan Ephiny groaned and leaned against the trdedosl. "I can’t believe it."
"What's that?" Hellanes came up to her commander.

"Emily thinks Janice and Mel are... cute." The regemed her head to her weapons
master.

"Well... | have to agree." Hellanes shrugged her kleys. "Love is cute in its own
way." She grinned a little. "Definitely our Queershe’s precious."

Starling’s eyes widen. "There is nothing cute aklautice Covington!" She cringed
realizing she’d just yelled that out.

Hellanes Kallen’s eyes flickered over in the wotmlsee Janice coming with her
Soulmate. "They are, you better have a damn gopldeation for them, and | am out
of here." She rushed off.

Janice came up to her regent and crossed her gairsther chest. She ran her
tongue across her molars.

Mel glanced down at her Soulmate. "Don’t kill hetiger."

The Queen’s hooded eyes peered up to Mel thento\&arling. "I couldn’t help but
hear you say something a little on the... loud side."

Starling sheepishly grinned to her Queen. "Yeah.ll \weas... defending you."
"Really?" Janice took a step closer. "I'm not ctite?
"Nnooo." The regent pressed hardier against the.hoo

"Why is that may | ask?" The archeologist reacmsitlie of her jacket to extract her
revolver, she opened the barrel. "What could ptessitake you think | am not cute?"
She lifted her head with an innocent look. "Dorlddk cute?" Her revolver went
back inside of her jacket and she pulled out arclysihat makes you think | am not
cute Star?"

"Well..." Starling rubbed the back of her neck. "Ihddknow... really... a few
things."

The Queen lit her cigar. "Like what? My gun... myHaShe sighed and threw the
match to the ground and began to smoke her cijiybie it's my cigars?" She
pulled out of her mouth. "Or maybe my goddamn aug3l

"Really my Queen... it's just you don’t remind meaof

"Of a fluffy bunny?" Janice sighed and took a doacher cigar, she turned back to
Mel. "And you don’t think Mel’s cute?"



"Well... Mel maybe is a little cute."

"Really?" Janice held her left hand back to hetrarwith the cigar. "Mel’s cute but |
am not?"

The aristocrat reached forward to take her Soulsatgar and placed it into her
mouth. She took a few drags on the cigar and &sthoke slowly escape her lips.

Starling’s eyes flickered back to Melinda and shiéer lower lip as she felt the
laughter bubble to the top. "Mel’s very cute agjlas she doesn’t smoke a cigar."

"So it's my cigar huh?" The Queen sighed. "Fudaduld have known it was my
cigar Mel." Janice glanced back to her Soulmate.

"I told you love." The southerner pulled the cif@m her mouth. "It's the cigar...
don’t make you cute."

The archeologist grinned and turned her head lma&karling. "So am | cute now?"
"Uh... not really Janice."

Janice’s face dropped. "But my cigar is gone." fneher hands on her hips. "Maybe
it's because | am just not cute huh?" Her eyeskégdias they narrowed. "Maybe
that’s it huh?"

"I think that may be it my Queen." Starling gavialke smile.

Without warning the Queen pulled her regent dowheolevel by her shirt. Their
faces mere inches. Her voice growled out, "I thimdt’s it... don’t you?"

"Definitely my Queen." Starling’s eyes were wideh®r friend’s actions and not at all
expecting them.

The Queen smiled very warmly now and pulled heemégn for a tight hug. "Thanks
for defending me."

Miller sighed in relief. "No problem my Queen."
Janice pulled back. "Who thinks | am cute?" Sheaveed her eyes.
"Just look for the Amazons who look like they wempinch your cheeks."

The archeologist laughed. "Good idea." She sighaitevsaying, "I better go see if the
tents are down."

"Yeah, | think Radclyffe, Constance, and Emily dogng it."

"Great." The small woman sighed and turned to loedrSate whom stood with the
cigar in her mouth.

"Do | look like you Janice?" Mel raised her eyebrasvsmoke floated from her lips.

"Definitely... not." The archeologist wrapped an around her partner’'s waist. She
started walking.

The southerner removed the cigar from her lipsteardied it down to her Soulmate.



She encircled her partner’s shoulders. "Darn.. nBlVer be like you." She found her
lips with an evil grin

The archeologist grinned up to her Soulmate. "Dwalbt to be hun." Janice took the
cigar and began to smoke it again.

Starling crossed her arms against her chest amedtat the Soulmate’s backs.
"Maybe... they are cute.”

"Starling!" growled Janice loudly.
"Or maybe not." The regent quickly walked to thelbaf the truck.
Janice hugged her second in command tightly. "Take Sylvi."

"You too Janice." Sylvia released her Queen andesinsiadly. "When will you be
back?"

The archeologist’s eyes dropped to the forest floor

"Soon Sylvia." Melinda smiled warmly. "We promise."
Janice glanced up to her partner.

Melinda looked down and her eyes spoke volumegt@artner.

The Queen turned her head to her second in comarahd/eapons master.
"Definitely soon."

Sylvia put her hands on her hips. "The last | hesodn is quite related to saying the
weather is seasonal."

Janice laughed. "Fine, we won’'t come at all.”
"Not that | don'’t like seasonal weather my Queen."

The archeologist laughed and nodded. "ThoughtSloe'walked over to the
passenger’s side with her Soulmate. She hoppeddjuat remembered she was
riding with her Soulmate, and Starling. She sigimsttle and scouted over closer to
her regent.

Melinda came in next and sat beside her partner.

Starling rolled down the driver’'s window and gazternly at her second in command
and Hellanes. "Make sure this place is in orderniget back." She turned the key
and started the truck.

Sylvia shook her head. "Sure sure."
"I'm serious."

The second in command corked an eyebrow. "Yes R&jarling." She batted her
eyes. "I'll have your bed made up and waiting fostyou." She winked.



Starling laughed and gave an evil grin. "Make sanewarmthe bed for me."
Hellanes groaned. "Great... just great.”

Janice glimpsed to her weapons master. "Sorry Nes!"

"l can deal."

"That’s it, I'm sending you back to the states.drhg glared at her Queen and hit the
truck in reverse.

The archeologist laughed and sat back in her seat.

The regent turned the truck around on the roaddamk off.

The truck kicked up dust as it went down the rgathe green forest.

Sylvia sighed and stepped closer to Hellanes. s them."

Ashley quickly stood up in the truck. "Bye Sylvic8he waved with a warm smile.
"Bye Sprite!" The second in command waved back Wwehwarm smile.

"See you soon Nes!" The copilot waved to the weapoaster.

Hellanes smiled and waved back. "Take care Ash!"

Cliona now stood up too and started waving. "Byki&yand Nes!"

The two remaining Amazons laughed together and dvarele saying in unison, "Be
good Cliona!"

The princess’s mouth dropped.

Emily stood up and waved. "See y'all later!"

Constance and the head council member stood nowtartdd waving.
Sylvia felt her eyes sting. "I'm gonna cry Nes."

The weapons master sighed and wrapped her armdahzuririend’s shoulders. "Lean
on me."

The second in command sniffed. "Got a tissue?"kepé waving.

"You can use my leathers."

"Thanks." Sylvia mocked glared and glanced badketowaving friends.
Janice turned to her Soulmate. "Give them a kissi® Mel."

"No problem."” Melinda poked her head out the windowl smiled back to Sylvia and
Hellanes. She kissed her hand and blew it at tbeAmazons. "That's from your
Queen and me!"

Hellanes laughed. "Thanks Mel! Tell Janice we’lssher cuteness!"



The southerner winked. "I'tlefinitelywill tell her!" She waved with a warm smile.
She ducked back into the truck.

"What you suppose tefinitelytell me?"

The translator turned her head with a grin. "Ned, gall Jaice we’ll miss her
cuteness."

"Now, | know one of the cute thinkers." Janice oamred her eyes. "Gotta get her
back.”

The tall female snickered and sat back into hetr sea

ke

Sylvia sighed. "That was fun huh Nes?"

"Yup." The weapons master patted her friend’s drhow you feel?"
"Very alone." The second in command gave a pout.

"Don’t you worry... Star will be back."

"Now that's a good thought." Sylvia brightened unal éelt her friend drop her arm.
"You now, this family just keeps getting bigger."”

"Sure does." Hellanes turned towards the hut. S.&te there’s... ten of us now." Her
head bobbed up and down. "Not bad." She stoppddmngahnd turned her head to the
other Amazon. "Just think, in a year we’ll haveenmundred Amazons right here in
this forest."

Sylvia’'s eyes widen. "What? We’re not having ninmtred Amazons."

The weapons master furrowed her eyebrows and guband on her hip. "Sylvia
where were you during the meeting? There’s goingetaine hundred Amazons right
here."

"I know there’s going to be a lot... but nine hundé@he second in command’s
mouth dropped. "Holy... sugars!" She laughed. "Thatie big family."

"No kidding." Hellanes started walking again.

Clan Solari shook her head and laughed. "Hey, maghee will let us have one of
those wild Amazon parties. Your mother ever tell yout those?"

"Definitely." Clan Eponin evilly grinned. "Nothinigut partying, drinking, music,
dancing, and..."

"Sex." Sylvia laughed. "That's my type of bash!"eSaughed and walked with a
bounce. "God, that would be grand if we could hayarty like that next year."

The weapons master sighed and shook her head eygleng the door. "Star doesn’t
know what kind of trouble she has on her hands."

"What you saying Nes?" Sylvia came in next witha#fHdeonfused look.



"Star doesn’t know you are such a big... player.”

~Fk ko

Cliona brushed her hand through her hair in hopé®ép control of it in the wind.
Her eyes settled on Radclyffe. "God..." Her voice eamt in disgust. "I can't believe
| have to ride in the same truck with you..."

The head council member narrowed her eyes at thegss.
The pilot rolled her eyes. "Ride with.... Raddy." Sighed disgustedly.

Radclyffe raise an eyebrow and she leaned towhrdprincess. "You know what
Cliona?"

The princess leaned towards Clan Masika. "What.. dgad
"Shove it up your-"

"Now ladies." Emily broke in with a bright smild.ét’s act respectful around here...
y'all only have to deal with each other for eighigphours."”

The head council member grinned and eyes cametbdckona. "Thank god you'll
be in thecockpitflying so | don’t have to look at your ugly mug."

The pilot rolled her eyes. "Oh oh... | feel the pRiaddy." She laughed. "At least my
mug doesn’t look like my ass."

Ashley hit her partner’s arm. "What's wrong withugy

Clan Amarice turned her head to her friend. "Radgyst so annoying even more
when you have to sit here and look at her."

"Lord." Radclyffe rolled her eyes. "I'd rather loak a pile of shit then you Cliona."
Constance sat there shaking her head with a snoltg lo

Cliona turned her head towards the oldest Amazamatell at least | don’t smell
like pile of shit like you Raddy."

"Would you twoladiesplease be quiet." The good doctor had flashing ayel she
gritted her teeth. "l really don’t want to hear ymair all duh way to the airport.”

"Fine." Cliona closed her eyes. "Now | won’t haeddok at Raddy."
"You know you want to look at me Cliona."

The princess gave a smug look with her eyes tdetl. "You just want me looking at
you Raddy."

The council member huffed. "Not your pig eyes."

Ashley cut in before anything else was said. " @f you two doesn’t stop, I'll shove
one of you in the glove compartment.”

Cliona opened her eyes and locked them with Rafeclyf



The head council member suddenly broke out laughedalling into Constance.
The princess was also laughing hard and leanedstdar copilot.

Ashley sighed and shook her head. "Ha, ha... youanga bundle of laughs."
Constance patted her friend’s back. "Rad, youyealh't fool me."

Radclyffe sat up again with a smile. "Ah | know Gtance." She brought hand arm
behind her friend’s back. "This will be a long fiig’

"Yup." Cliona sighed. "But you only have the beibts."

The older Amazon nodded. "True." She smiled warnmlhe princess.
Cliona smiled back warmly as she bobbed alongertrtinck.

"Don’t do anything | would do Star."

"Always the comedian my Queen." Starling pulledibfiom the hug. "Take care of
yourself huh?"

"l will." Janice smiled warmly. "You have still havmy number and address?
"Definitely." The regent smiled. "I'll give you auzz soon."

"Good."

Starling turned to Mel. "Mel?" She took a deep tre&Keep the Queen in line huh?"
"I'll try Star."

Janice groaned as her Soulmate and regent huglyed she calls me the comedian.”

Clan Ephiny sighed sadly and crossed her arms stgagn chest. "Well... I'll miss
you both. Thanks for everything."

"No problem Star." Janice smiled warmly.

Starling felt her eyes begin to sting. "Serioubly,careful Janice and Mel... you're
our Chosen... and well... you're like my sisters." Avfeears trickled down her
cheeks and she brushed back her curly hair. "Tateaf each other huh?"

"Oh god, come here." The archeologist pulled infhend tightly and buried her head
into Starling’s hair. She felt her own emotions eotm the top and escape as tears.
She pulled back with a weak smile. "You've alwage a sister to me Starling." She
kept her smile and glanced up to Mel.

The belle smiled to Starling and gave her anothétdnger hug. She quietly
whispered into the regent’s ear, "Take care... mgsis

The regent pulled back with a loving smile. "Gettba plane you damn Soulmates."

Janice laughed and ambled over to the steps withdréner. She took a deep breath



while her first foot went on the first step. "Mell'm not sure if | can leave."
"We'll be back love. | promise."”

"I know." The archeologist hung her head and clichbp the steps with her
Soulmate.

Mel went into the plane and sat down while shééstlover close the door.
Ashley came up beside her Queen and unhookedeps. SReady my Queen?"
"No..." Janice turned her head to her third in comthdBut we have to go."

The copilot sighed. "l know the feeling." She pushige steps away from the DC-3
and waved to Starling. "Bye Star, miss you!"

Starling waved and crossed her left arm over lmmath. "Bye Ash! Take care of
yourself and Cliona!"

"l will"" Ashley turned her head to her Queen. "Ybave the door?"

"Yeah, go ahead." Janice smiled and watched het thicommand disappear to the
cockpit.

The archeologist gazed down to Starling and loekex$ with her. "It's our past lives
Starling."

"It is Janice... it is." The regent heard the plataetavith the props spinning and she
took steps back till she came to the truck. "I'lsmyou Janice!"

"Miss you to Starling!" Janice yelled over the roéthe plane. She grasped the sides
of the door and smiled confidently to her regent.

Starling gave a sad smile and waved.

The Queen winked to her and her lips spread imichasmile and she closed the door
shut. When she had the door shut and the latch diawice leaned her head against
the door and sighed. "Oh god... where’s Mel?" Shediherself from the door and
walked into the main body of the plane to find Beulmate.

Mel smiled up to her best friend. "Come here," whéspered. She was sitting
lengthwise in the two seats

Janice crawled into her partner's arms and setttlexe with a sigh.

Starling looked up at the DC-3 plane seeing it beégiwheel away along the runway.
She looked up to the windows to see Emily Leukd® Baved up to the good doctor.

Emily waved back with a warm smile.

The regent watched the plane go down to the ruramdysit there to pick up speed.
Her hair blew back and Starling faced the plandener hand rested against the
truck. "Good luck to you my friends," she quietligpered. "That’s a big family."
She laughed to herself and saw the plane soar ttewunway to pick up speed and
lift up from the ground and rise up into the skigeSighed sadly and hopped into the



truck and started the engine.

~*Part 10*~

"Who's going to cry with me?" Cliona sniffed low.
Radclyffe rolled her eyes. "You'll live without n@&iona."

"Oh | know that." The princess laughed. "I'll bevivey a party now that you're gone
Raddy."

"Good, | couldn’t stand you to begin with Cliony."

The pilot huffed and rolled her eyes.

Janice sighed. "Damn Amazons."

"Remember... you're one too." Cliona smirked to heeén.

"No, I'm the Chosen not just an Amazon." The ar¢bgist winked. "Get it straight.”

"My mistake." Cliona chuckled but sighed sadly. 'We' She turned the head
council member and priestess. "l guess this igtiteof the line for you two. | hope
you enjoyed the flight here to England.”

"It was perfect Cliona." Constance smiled.

"Not bad pilots." Radclyffe grinned.

"Y’all will be able to get a ride back into Lond@ine?"

Constance glanced over to Mel. "We hope so... otlserwie’re walking."
"Let’s hope not," Emily responded.

"Don’t worry, we have a friend that should be alol@ick us up." The head council
member shrugged her shoulders. "Or we're walkinG@sstance said... it'll be a nice
walk."

The priestess sighed. "I can’t wait. You betterdngpur friend picks us up."”

Clan Masika gave a serious expression. "She wilb.waorries." She turned back to
the other Amazons. "Everybody... take care becausadta huge learning experience
for me."

"That’s good." The Queen grinned. "Did we scareRdtidy?"

The head council member’s expression dropped. "xp@ak about Raddy... she’s
my evil side."

Janice laughed. "Trust me, | know what you meahée' S8ghed happily. "It was nice
getting you to lighten up Rad."

"Wasn't it?" The head council member chuckled e8lfyounger too."

"Scary isn’'t it?" Constance glanced up warmly.



"Very." Radclyffe glanced back and suddenly hehedrbar of a car coming onto the
airport pad. "That must be our ride Constance."

"Thank god." O’ Henry shifted first to Janice. "K&b you soon my Queen."
Now the Amazons made their rounds of hugging agohgajood-bye.

Janice, Mel, Emily, Ashley, and Cliona stood innfrof the DC-3 watching
Constance and Radclyffe walking to the car withrthags.

"And the plane begins to empty." The third in comshaighed.

Janice suddenly realized about the little thindwedmmunication. "Wait!"
Constance and Radclyffe stopped in mid-stride amg back.

The Queen laughed. "Everybody has each other’s auarid address?"
"Yes." Cliona grinned. "l am planning to call Radslery week!"

"You better not Cliona!" Radclyffe pointed her fergat the princess. "I'll hang up on
you!" She walked over to the trunk of the car antlhger bag in followed by priestess.

"I'm serious, everybody has numbers and addressesi?te laughed. "l don’t want
use playing the game of word of mouth."”

"We've got each others numbers." The priestessesiniDon’t worry my Queen."

The Queen shook her head. "I am. Somebody is bmucall me asking for
somebody’s number." She grinned.

Radclyffe opened the car door. "You're stressingrgelf out Janice." She grinned.
"Take care you five." Her eyes then shifted disettil Melinda. "Mel, next time...
we’ll try getting a long."

The southerner nodded. "Next time Radclyffe, tede d¢ill then."

"Definitely." The head council member smiled. "My€gn, I'm sorry for my insults."
Janice shrugged her shoulders. "No hard feelings."

Radclyffe nodded and climbed into the car.

Constance smiled to her friends. "See you ladi¢sarfuture. That was great
adventure and I'm ready for next year."

Cliona smirked. "Do some preachen for us Constance.
"Smartass!" Constance shook her head. "I will havagray for you soul Cliona."
"Christ." The pilot rolled her eyes. "Take care €@amce."

"You too princess.” The priestess’s smile wentallyeto Janice. "It was great
meeting the Chosen, take care my Queen."

"See you soon Constance." Janice nodded.



Constance nodded back. "Bye Mel, Ash, and Emily."

The three women called back as they saw Constance#@the car and closing the
door behind. The group watched the car roll awdi Wionstance and Radclyffe.

"I think | am going to really cry." Cliona shookmeead. "This is getting depressing."
Janice sighed. "I hear you."

The pilot took a deep breath and gazed at her Qu8en.. New York or
Columbia?" She turned her head sidelong to see fimesh fueling the plane.

Janice took a deep breath. "Columbia here we go."

The princess chuckled. "Then let’s fly out of tbiszed country."
The small group of Amazons all climbed onto thenpléogether.
~*Part 11*~

Janice peered out the window to see the airporirgpiioser. She looked up to her
Soulmate. "We’'re back in Columbia."

The southerner grinned and spoke with a light vdiéelcome back home tuh
Columbia South Carolina Doctor Covington."

The archeologist’s lips creased with a loving snilevas home all along Mel." She
leaned up to kiss her Soulmate deeply.

Melinda melted into her Soulmate’s touch as tha@kauched down.

The End



