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Section 1
~*Part 1*~

Xena's eyes lifted slowly. She stared up in th& dathe brown canvas of the top of
the tent. She turned her head, on the pillow,udysher lover's back. Her right hand
came forward and gently brushed over the almodetiestab. Again, her fingertips
grazed over the scab on Gabrielle's right lowekb&be sighed, lips twitching into a
grin as she returned to her past memory.

"What is that?" roared the warlord as she touctedsbulmate's lower right back.
"l just told you," snapped the Amazon Queen.

"I know what it is,” growled Xena in response. "Whdon't know is why you have
it!"

Gabrielle whirled on her heels. She eyed Xena. dBse I'm yours."

"That's no reason!" yelled the tall woman. "Our rhere that symbol for a different
reason,"” she said hotly. She narrowed her eyebranght her head close to
Gabrielle's. "I'm removing it," she said coldly.

"No you're not," argued the Amazon Queen. "Youtcan'
"Watch me," barked the warlord. She rose up tddieheight in the tent.

Gabrielle narrowed her eyes as her knuckles weitewh the staff. "Don't you dare.
| got it for a reason.”

"You are no longer my slave!" yelled the Warriomeess. "It does not belong on
you.ll

"Yes it does." The young woman put her free hantdamhip. "I'm part of this army



and I'm yours. lIts fine."
Xena stood tall, fuming with anger. Her teeth clesat

Gabrielle was starting to think she could actub#war her lover's teeth grinding like
two rocks. "l like it," she whispered.

The older woman leaned down towards her partnenaghat brand does not belong
on you." She narrowed her eyes but still triedataita calm tone. "l will have Jacob
remove it."

The small woman sighed deeply. "Xena... you can'tigatf a tattoo anyway."
"You can, and you're about to find that out.”

"No," growled the smaller woman. She dropped heukters then grasped her lover's
arm. "Please Xena... | like it, and, well... | like hatg your symbol on me." She
smiled. "It shows you own me."

Yes, it was the symbol that Xena placed on everyhother army except for
Gabrielle... until now.

The warlord sighed dramatically and looked away.

"Please Xena," begged the small woman. She squéezessulmate’'s arm. "Think of
it as... an incentive. Nobody will touch me knowinigelong to the Warrior
Princess... it'll keep me safe."

"Or get you killed," added the warlord sadly.

Gabrielle dropped her eyes knowing her partnertslgvbeld truth. "Xena, it means a
lot to me. It's symbolic... please." She gave a saites"| love you."

The Warrior Princess closed her eyes. "Under ondition." Her eyes opened again.
"What's that?"

"I'll tell you later."

"Xena-"

"Agreed or not?" asked the dark woman as she tureetiead to Gabrielle. "Yes or
no... your choice."

"Alright, I'll agree."” The Amazon Queen sealed digeeement with a tender kiss.
The tall woman smiled wryly.

"You'll warn me abouthis condition before you care it out... right?" Gabretiorked
an eyebrow.

"Considering you didn't ask me about this tattofmkeehand... probably not," teased
Xena. She strolled out of the tent.

The young woman closed her eyes and dropped hdrdgzanst her staff. "Oh no, I've
done it now."



The warlord receded from her memory and she carletbaeality. She stared at her
partner's back. She sighed deeply and grazed &eagain. The tattoo had her name
in purple block letters with a jet-black pantheallksing up between the X' in the
background.

"Xena?" whispered a gentle voice.

"Hey..." The tall woman slid her hand over Gabrisl&de to her stomach. She
shifted to press her body against her soulmatels. BRid | wake you?"

"Maybe," chuckled Gabrielle. She snuggled intogeatner's body and laced her hand
through Xena's. "Just woke up." She moved her ldwely a little and flinched. "It's
really sore."

"Yeah," uttered the warlord. She kissed her lovegsk. "That scab will be there for a
day or two. You shouldn't be sore tomorrow."

"Good." The Amazon Queen groaned, then felt a ssug®ren to her hand. "I still
haven't heard or seen... the condition for our agesdrh

Xena chuckled and closed her eyes. "Soon." Sheeplin'Go back to sleep.”
Gabrielle felt herself already slipping. "Love... you

The warlord smiled and kissed her soulmate's slkeoul@o to sleep.”

The small woman nodded faintly before drifting off.

The Warrior Princess soon made her way to a ra@nascape of peace.
~*Part 2*~

"Jacob."

The small man raised his head quickly when he hieigrdommander's voice. He saw
the evil expression on Xena's face when she enkesdént. "My liege." He stood up
instantly and bowed his head.

"I've seen your... recent artwork." The warlord t@o&tep closer and folded her arms.
"May | ask why Gabrielle has my branding tattoo?"

Jacob gazed up with a worried look. "Because sipgested it." He tilted his head.
"She... she said you agreed to it!"

The dark woman took a menacing step. "l didn'tadre

"B-b-but-"

"Did | tell you | agreed?" snarled the warlord.

"N-n-no, my liege." Jacob took a step back and kho® head. "Queen Gabrielle-"

"Queen Gabrielle, got you to hear what she wantedty hear." Xena's lips twitched
with a grin as her eyes twinkled with amusementwNhen... there still might be
some hope for you." She raised an eyebrow in stigges



The man nodded and gained his composure. "Anytiiygiege."
The warlord flashed a cat grin. "Sketch me an embta Gabrielle."
"You mean a branding tattoo like yours?"

"Yesss." The warlord narrowed her eyes and turaesitt"Now," she commanded in
a deep voice.

Jacob nodded and found his sketchpad with a piesmall charcoal. His head turned
and tilted each way as he put together a desigthiften minutes he was done and
handed the pad over to the woman.

Xena took the sketchpad and glanced at the deSigjorielle's name was done in
block letters of the same style as Xena's andthdefloated above her name. "What
color would her name be in?"

"l believe white would be appropriate, my liege."

The warlord waved her hand horizontal. "Fine... amgth it with black. Is that
clear?"

"Yes of course." Jacob peered at his sketch. "€athér will be in brown."
"Fine." Xena nodded. "Make sure the feather cataken as a quill also."
"Done." The man nodded and took back his sketchpad.

The warlord grinned as she sat back in her seaeryfaody in this army is required to
have this tattoo put next to my branding tattoo."

Jacob's expression went into hidden surprise. Bladike yours?"

"Yes." The dark woman nodded and examined the désign a distance. "Start
today." She grinned slowly. "I'll be your... test gads."

Jacob gaped with wide eyes. "My liege?"
"You heard me." Xena narrowed her eyes. "Get yappbes, and let's get this done."

The warrior nodded his head and stood. He colldti®deedles and colors. He came
back over with a curious look. "Where would yotelik?"

She turned around in her chair. "On the back. Omighy shoulder." Reaching back,
she pulled her hair out of the way to one side.

Jacob sighed and spread out the containers ofscatat needles. "Do you want
something for the pain?"

"No."

The man sighed, put the sketchpad in his lap, sonkedle after dipping it, and began
the tattooing process.
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"Yes, tomorrow, is that clear?"
"Oh, it's clear, but | don't like it," replied tisbort female.

Xena sighed deeply and sat in her chair near thke. d&abrielle, we've had these
plans for a week now."

"And for a week | haven't liked them." Gabriellarséd pacing back and forth in the
tent. "Xena... I'm not a commander."

"Get ready to be one." The warlord folded her arms.
The small woman shook her head while still pacthgan't do it."

"Yes you can," reassured the older woman. "Jusbpw@n angry mask and lead fifty
men." She laced her hands together. "Your Amazah&evwith you."

"I know," whispered Gabrielle. She stopped andeadrto Xena. "What happens if |
can't lead them?"

"They'll listen." The warlord narrowed her eyesh&y will." She stood up to her full
height with her cape cascading down. "Just lookleySGabrielle." She came up to
her partner. "You'll find that side of you thathe." She grinned. "Then you'll know
how to be a leader."

The small woman lifted her eyes to Xena. "You'ne8U
"I'm positive." She bent down and took Gabriellgs.

The young woman wrapped her arms around Xena.dftdndnd came up to the back
of Xena's shoulder. She pulled away from the listantly. "What is that?"

The warlord arched an eyebrow. "What?"
"Turn around." Gabrielle narrowed her eyes.

The tall woman smirked. She turned around slowly fait a small hand brush her
hair to one side.

"Xena?" growled Gabrielle.
"The condition," stated the warlord. She turnedkbaround.

"But..." the young woman couldn't come up with a eawhy not. "Hold on, Jacob
made that design?"

"Yes." Xena crossed her arms and stood tall.
"And... does he still have it?"

"Yes."

"And... what's he going to do with it?"

"Copy it."



"And... who's he tattooing it onto?"

"Our army."

"What?" Gabrielle yelled and grabbed her partraariss. "Tell me, you're joking."
"No." The dark woman grinned. "That's the othef bathe condition."

"Xena... Xena... Xena that's my name on a hundred nbex®s," she said in anger.
"Actually it's a hundred thirteen... excluding me."

The Amazon Queen's eyes widened. "By the gods..stjuat great."

The warlord sighed and took her partner's handss"iE your army as it is mine. It's
only appropriate.”

The small woman nodded slowly. What could she doly @gree with her soulmate.
"Yeah." She peered up. "At least it's a good deSign

Xena chuckled deeply. "Uh huh."

"But, I'm still not liking this idea."

The warlord straightened up for her best intimiolati

"That's... not going to work." The Amazon Queen geidand folded her arms.
Xena corked an eyebrow. "Oh?"

"Yes." Gabrielle grinned. "You were scary." Shedtred past her partner.

"I was?" The tall woman spun around on her hedlisstindied her lover's back. "I'm
hurt."

The younger woman chuckled and came up to the deisknk your pride will be
fine." She reached down then picked up a scrolie"plans?" She peered over at
Xena while holding the scroll up.

The warlord nodded. She came up behind her soulamat@ncircled her waist.
"They'll work."

"l hope."

"If you have the confidence, it will," whisperecetblder woman. She lowered her
head. "Do you want Greece?"

"Yesss." The Amazon Queen grinned at her warlord.

Xena's lips twitched with an evil grin. She lowerext head more and whispered into
Gabrielle's ear, "Then | will conqueror her for you

Gabrielle closed her eyes and turned her headkiSeed her warlord forcefully.

The warlord's hands crept up her soulmate's wasmasth. Her fingertips slipped
under the green halter-top.



The small woman pulled back from the kiss withia.gghe pulled Xena's head back
down for a long kiss.

The Warrior Princess lifted her soulmate's topabfthe end of the kiss. She kissed
Gabrielle roughly then brought her hands up ané#ed Gabrielle's breasts.
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Gabrielle crossed her arms and settled them oloher's chest. She dropped her chin
onto her arms. She peered across into crystaldyes "Alright, I'll try it."

The soulmates were laying in bed after an extensiaetivity. Gabrielle was resting
simply on top of her partner's still hot body.

Xena chuckled. "Oooh, now you will?" She grinnedle/hunning her fingertips up
and down her lover's bare back.

The blond woman laughed quietly. "No, it wasn't gineat sex that convinced me."
The warlord arched an eyebrow. "Then?"

"Looking into your eyes," whispered the Amazon Queghe leaned forward and
captured Xena's lips.

"l promise, you'll do fine as a commander." Xenaadwarmly, which she did on
rare occasions and only for her soulmate.

Gabrielle didn't reply at first as she soaked ingetner's smile. "Okay," she uttered.
"But | still don't like the idea of not having yeuth me."

"It'll be between a week to two weeks." The warlaeht serious. "Things will be
fine."

The small woman nodded. "Can we go over the plgama”

"Yes." The Warrior Princess crossed her legs oeeltdver's. She was feeling a little
intoxicated with Gabrielle's nude body pressing imer own, but she was willing to
focus. "We split tomorrow morning, fifty-two men goth you and sixty-one with
me." She paused. " Seoirse goes with you."

"No." The Amazon Queen shook her head. "I'd likehion to go with you. I'll have
my Amazons with me to protect me, take Seoirseatept you," she pleaded. When
she saw her partner was not about to agree, glukamniother tactic. "For me...
please."

The tall woman took a deep breath and releaséolvitys "Alright, Seoirse goes with
me." She studied her lover before continuing. "Yoll head east to Mani. | will head
northeast and we'll meet up a little north of M&pat it?"

Gabrielle nodded briskly. "How large will these toswbe?"

"In eastern Greece, most of the towns are smati arly a hand full of people. Mani
is the largest... with probably thirty plus people.”

"Okay." The small woman furrowed her eyebrows. "Wdiaout our men?"



"We'll need to recruit some... I'll take care of thatena paused as she thought. "By
the time we head back towards the Amazons we'll a@earmy of two hundred...
minimum."

"And you think we can get that those men?"

"Yes." The warlord grinned. "As soon as we takesimall eastern portion of Greece,
warriors will come." Her eyes narrowed with twinkléThey know my reputation.”

"Your past reputation,” corrected the young woman.
Xena chuckled. "True." She grinned. "None the ldssy will come."
"We'll need a large army... a real army as we heast,Wwstated Gabrielle.

The warlord sighed before nodding. "Yes, our armow s to loose but it'll make do
for now." She paused in thought. "Once we take tweAeolians province then we'll
focus on the army."

"Xena, we'll need actual forces... not just thesecbaarriors."

The Warrior Princess chuckled with an amused siilmow this. And after we take
over the province then we'll organize a true army."

The Amazon Queen raised an eyebrow. "With hopldakary, archers, foot
soldiers... thousands of men?" she asked in excitemen

"Everything," whispered the older woman with daikereyes.

The small woman's eyes sparkled with darknessfé&tgrshe purred. She grinned
evilly. "Mercenaries?"

"Yes," answer the warlord. "We'll have it all." Shelled Gabrielle up and kissed her
soundly. When the kiss ended, she grinned buthesgrin. "I want to make
something clear to you."

Gabrielle nodded. "Alright, I'm listening."

The warlord took a deep breath. "While we're apavgnt you to be extra careful.”
She arched an eyebrow. "Especially with that tageople will know who you're
with, and it could give you problems."

Gabrielle nodded slowly.

"If for any reason after two weeks, we do not mgetl want you to return to the
Amazons. Do you understand me?"

"Xena-"
The Warrior Princess cut her off instantly. "Do ymuderstandne?"
The small woman sighed. "Yes." She narrowed hes.eyghy?"

"Because | know | will be attacked before you.direehow | don't make it out of a
battle, | want to know you're safe." She pausetie"Amazons are the safest place for



you." She shifted her head and brushed back her'tokair. "If | live through a battle,
I'll come find you. The Amazons will be the firdape I'll look. Is that clear?"

"Yes." Gabrielle sighed and thouglhtg clear, but | won't follow througltShe studied
her lover's eyestou're too important to me to wait around for.

"Another thing." The warlord sighed. "Your Amazdhs.
"What about them?"

Xena took a deep breath before explaining her4atf.not get to close to Eponin and
Solari."

"What you worried about?"

The tall woman lifted her head and pressed herdgasnst her lover's forehead. "They
want you." She lowered her head back to the pillow.

The Amazon Queen's eyes widened. "You mean..."
"Uh huh." The warlord chuckled at her lover's react"l see how they look at you."

"Great," whispered the small woman. She shiveredilrse her mind took her all the
way back to Darphus.

Xena tightened her arms. "They won't do anythi&iné grinned. "They know the
price they'd have to pay."

Gabirielle nodded. "What should | do about them?"

"Just maintain a certain distance... | think evertyuhley'll look to each other.” The
Warrior Princess sighed. "However, trust Solad'giee when it comes to battle
tactics and Eponin's wisdom on weapons and fightiage smiled. "Amarice, trust
her friendship. She'll make a loyal and protectiend... even if she won't admit to
it."

The young woman chuckled. "Thank you," she uttered.

"Just watching after my soulmate."” Xena smiledthi&i way, your Amazons will
protect you if need be."

"I know... they're prepared to die for me." The Amazgueen sighed.

"Don't worry, that's one of the last things on bsir" The warlord glanced over at the
flap of the tent. There was still a little lighfile'Let's go check on our men and
confirm things with Seoirse."

"Sounds good." Gabrielle leaned forward and selaéedips with Xena's in a loving
kiss.

~*Part 3*~

"The men are split in half." The warlord glancedhet right side. She fingered her
chakram and made sure it was secure. "Are you #ady



Gabrielle nodded slowly. "It's now or never," sheispered.
Xena looked back at her soulmate. "I'll be with ydthe smiled warmly.
"My liege?"

The Warrior Princess turned and saw Seoirse hatjhtdArgo to her. "Thank you,
hold her for a second.”

"Of course." The second in command nodded.
"And the men are prepared to travel?"

"Yes," responded Seoirse. "Ready and itching tblge.grinned. "They want to
conqueror this country."

Xena grinned. "Good."
The grin caught on Gabrielle's lips. "Time to schabur names in history," she said.
"Indeed." The warlord grinned at her partner. "Retber everything I told you."

Gabrielle nodded. "I will." She smiled and grasped partner's arm. "Be careful,
Xena."

The warlord wasn't about to leave their partinthet. She took a step closer and
rested her hands on Gabrielle's hips. "You toag lbshe whispered.

Seoirse was looking everywhere but at the soulmatesurned to Argo. "How are
you, girl?"

Gabrielle chuckled at her second in command's wdkisu picked a good second in
command.”

"Smart one." Xena grinned and lowered her heagriything goes wrong, abandon
the men and take your Amazons. Come find me," dhispered. "l will make sure
your attackers pay a heavy price."

The small woman nodded faintly because she knew thhaheavy price would be.
Death. "Same goes for you." Gabrielle reached damehtook her lover's hands. "I'll
miss you."

"I know." The warlord lowered her head closer tdfiglle's. "Please be careful,
love."

"I will, promise."” The Amazon Queen looked up witleading eyes. "And you'll be
careful too, right?"

"Yes." Xena smiled warmly. "l love you, Gabrielle."
"l love you too." Gabrielle moved in for a long seal kiss.

Seoirse turned away and stared up at the sky. lda'about to interrupt a private
moment such as this.



The soulmates pulled away slowly, pain in theirseye

Xena winked at Gabrielle, turned, and took her éofShank you, Seoirse." She
began to mount her mare.

"Yes of course, my liege."
"Mount up, Seoirse."
The second in command nodded yet turned to Gadari@8e safe, Queen Gabrielle.”

Gabrielle smiled. "I will, you too." She walked aue Seoirse and peered up at him
with a hidden plea in her eyes. "Protect her,"w8hispered.

"With my life," Seoirse promised. "Don't worry." Heniled easily and held out a
hand.

The Amazon Queen shook it. "See you in two weeks."

"l will be counting the days, Queen Gabrielle." Than smiled, let go, and strolled
off after his mount.

Three horses came up beside Gabrielle.
"My Queen?"

The small woman turned and smiled at Solari. Sheheaded her staff and she
gratefully took it. "Thank you."

"You're welcome." Solari nodded with a smile. "Ave ready?" she questioned
seriously.

"Yes," replied the Queen. "Let's join the resthd army." She walked over to her
fifty-one-man army and saw that everybody was pebto travel east.

The mounted Amazons kept close to their Queen. whatone thing they would do
for the rest of the journey.

Gabirielle whirled around on the heels of her boBte faced the other half of her
army that would travel with her soulmate.

Xena examined her half of the army and decided wWexe ready to move out.
"Seoirse?"

The second in command shifted his horse towardaXende. "My liege?"

"Time to split and head northeast." The warlorchigeid as she faced her partner
across what were the campgrounds. "Today, this apfitg. Sixty-two are traveling
with me while fifty-one are leaving with Queen Galle." She shifted in her saddle
as her eyes went cold. "The plans are to takereaGteece!"

The army roared with excitement.

Gabrielle glanced around and started to grin whesreliles met Xena's.



The Warrior Princess grinned back.

"Silence!" yelled the Amazon Queen. She had tohiyycommanding thing. She took
a deep breath. "Our mission is to take the northachcentral sections of eastern
Greece." She paused briefly before continuing. "dimay will rejoin halfway and take
the southern portion. Afterwards, we will head baast with an increasing army.
Then the major part of our campaign will begin.'ejninned evilly. "Prepare
yourselves."

The hundred plus warriors all yelled at once initexaent.
Gabrielle was still grinning when she looked bazkena.

The warlord nodded in approval. She took a heaggthr "Alright.” She paused for
the silence. Her eyes rested on her soulmate. rhiaxamum of two weeks, we will
rejoin. Is this clear?"

The Queen nodded and took a step forward with taéfc 8Between a week to two
weeks we will meet. Any problems occur we are todssord to the other.”

Xena nodded briskly. "Safe travels, Queen GabrieBae bowed her head. "Courage,
bravery, and honor in battle.” She lifted her he&tl her warlord expression but
warm eyes.

The Amazon Queen lowered her head. "Safe passggesga.” She took a deep
breath. "Courage, bravery, and honor in battle.”

The warlord nodded with her twinkling eyes. Sheéar her head sidelong to her half
of the army. "Fall out!"

Gabrielle turned around. "Alright men, let's mov8Hhe watched her warriors turn and
begin traveling. However, her Amazons stayed bdsale

Xena kicked Argo in the sides and headed for thedsavhile Gabrielle took the
road. Before entering the woods she stopped, anddun the saddle. She smiled at
her soulmate.

Xena's soulmate smiled back to her lovéove you,she mouthed.

The Warrior Princess winked and nodded her authtwitarry out this separation.
Her eyes stayed locked with Gabrielle's for a feaosids.

Gabrielle saw the love coming from her warlord &ndw that within only a
candlemark she would miss her soulmate.

Xena turned away and kicked Argo. She disappeatedhe woods.
"Gabrielle?"
The young woman looked up to her weapons mastet's'gjo." she said coolly.
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"Gabrielle?"



The small woman looked up. "Hi, Lux." She smiled.
"How are you, little one?" He came into the comneatwdtent.
"Alright." She patted the bed. "Can sit down."

"Thank you." The cook walked over and sat on thgeeaf the bed. He peered at
Gabrielle, who sat cross-legged in the middle. "Woa writing?"

The Amazon Queen glanced down at the scroll iddperThought it'd be interesting
to write about the conquering of Greece." Shedifter eyes. "About Xena," she
added quietly with a tinted sadness.

Lux nodded slowly. "How you doing what that?" Theok studied his young friend.

"I'm okay." Gabrielle nodded and stared at thelkordner lap. "It's only been the first
day without her."

"That's all it takes," responded Lux. He patted ii&dle’'s knee. "Let me know if | can
help."

"Thanks." The young woman smiled warmly. "I'm glaai came with me."

"Wouldn't miss it." The cook chuckled and lacedlargie hands together in his lap.
"Dinner should be ready soon."

The small woman chuckled and grinned. "Did you civa@k Cacus?"

"l did, little one." The older man winked. "And the all your favorites." He grinned.
"Cacus is just getting everything ready to sertAz"stood up from the bed. "Actually,
| better go check on things."

"Alright, thanks for coming by." Gabrielle smiletCan't wait for dinner."

Lux chuckled deeply. "Its almost ready.” He walkedards the tent flap. "Bye, little
one."

"Bye, Lux." The small woman watched the man leawe &ent back to writing her
scroll.

Lux came out of the tent and soon as he did, anzamatepped up.
"Excuse me," said the Amazon coldly.

The cook peered up at the Amazon. "My apologieg.'bHished past the woman and
headed to the food tent.

The Amazon huffed and watched him disappear irstimset-lit camp. She turned
back to the tent flap and went inside.

Again the small woman looked up to see the newcothiay Solari.”
"How are you, my Queen?" Solari smiled warmly amdIked over.

"Not bad." Gabrielle rolled up her scroll. "Whatrgs you here?"



"Checking on you." The Amazon sat on the side eflibd. "And to find out the
plans.”

The Queen raised an eyebrow. "Tomorrow we finighdistance to Mani."

"Mmm." The second in command nodded and studiedWwerfingers. "And what
about taking Mani over?" She lifted her head bgekwth an intent look.

"We will take over the town the following day."

"How are we doing this?" Solari laced her handetiogr. "I know we're not going to
fight them."

"We won't."

The Amazon sighed deeply and grasped Gabrielled.##m not trying to be bitc-
witchy." She grinned momentarily. "I'd just like hear the plans on how you expect
to take a town over with them happily agreeing.& &t go. "It's not going to happen,
Gabrielle. They're not going to slap on smilespwhiyou the key to their town, and
say take us."

The commander sighed deeply. "l wouldn't say tHahé grinned evilly. "I'll talk to
the town's leaders, and when | walk out that ddbhave the town's key."

Solari sighed dramatically. "I can't wwwait to $hes."
"Just watch and learn." The Queen winked. "See @ueen's magic."

"Well, | can say you're not going in alone." The@&d in command narrowed her
eyes. "Incase those villagers decide sweet anct@mqou isn't what they want and
try to hang you."

Gabrielle chuckled. "I was hoping you, Ep, and Ailcearvould come with me."
"Definitely." Solari grinned. "Besides, | don't wayour partner after me."

The small woman laughed at her friend's words. &€T'ru

"Yeah, well, | like my feathers right where theg Amumbled the Amazon.
The commander chuckled and smiled. "Don't worre B8h't here."

"That doesn't mean a darn thing." Solari laugheshsity. "If | looked at you the
wrong way right now and | went to leave this testig'd be right there waiting for
me."

Gabrielle laughed and grinned. "You're probablytiy

"I know | am,"” grumbled the Amazon. "Anyway." Shead up from the bed. "I'll see
you at dinner. Let me know if you need anything."

"Sure." The Queen nodded. "Thanks, Solari."

"Anytime." The Amazon flashed a smile and left.
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"Explain to me why this army has better food than Mation?" whispered Amarice to
Eponin.

The weapons master laughed deeply. "Ask our Queen."
"What?"

The three Amazons looked up and saw Gabrielleeat thble now. They all smiled
sheepishly.

"Amarice..." The Queen sat down near the Amazon.€ltiie food?"

"Um, yes."

"Which?" growled Gabrielle with an innocent smile.

"I don't know what you're talking about, my Queehrarice batted her eyes.
Gabrielle laughed and shook her head. "Lux isgugbod cook."

"So I've tasted," replied the sassy Amazon. Sheesig'Can we switch Logos and
Lux?"

"I don't think so." The commander grinned at hera&on. "I like Lux with me." She
chuckled. "Besides, he's a he."

"That's true." Amarice grinned and continued eating
"Are we headed to Mani tomorrow, Gabrielle?"

The Queen looked across the table. "Yes, Ep." &ipped eating. "The following day
we'll take Mani."

The weapons master corked an eyebrow. "And howodgwurpose that?"
"I don't purpose it." Gabrielle grinned. "I'll db"i

Eponin chuckled deeply. "Yes of course, you'reatyramander.” She grinned while
going back to eating.

"Yeah... you are getting a little cocky, Gabriell&rharice peered over at her Queen.

"Somebody needs to be around here." The small wgnaned. "Especially since
Xena is not here."

"Ah yes." Solari pulled the drumstick away from hps. "The Warrior Princess, how
we miss her." She smirked.

"Yeah | bet," Gabrielle teased. "Be glad she isete to hear that."

"Ha." Eponin turned her head to Solari. "With ytuck Solar, Xena will hear about
this."

"How you figure?" The second in command mumbleavbeh her eating.



The weapons master nodded at her Queen.

Solari drew the chicken leg away from her mouth aadged it at Eponin. "Now, you
have a point there."

Gabrielle groaned and rolled her eyes. "Alright A&ss, let's not talk about people
that aren't here."

"Is this a new rule?" Amarice asked with a grin.

"Yes." Gabrielle laughed quietly and then glancexiad at her other Amazons with a
serious look. "Has anybody else noticed how Eplisi¢e grow her hair out?"

The three Amazons bursted out laughing and chakmtheir food. All the male
warriors turned their heads to the four women laugkogether in the middle the
food tent.

~*Part 4*~

"l want that village taken!" yelled the warlord. &twirled around while drawing her
sword. "Do not kill anybody but take hostages ifemsary.” Xena paused as her eyes
went to slits and she scanned her half army. "Kftaghe whispered coldly.

The warriors all hollered and yelled as they dreairtswords. They went running past
Xena and towards the village ahead.

Xena turned around and faced the small village.ltBled her left hand.
Argo nickered and galloped up to her owner.

The Warrior Princess mounted her mare and sent ilitgaa canter towards the
village.

And within a half of a candlemark the village waken and partially burning.

"l want that fire put out!" ordered the warlord. BMeed this village," she growled
lowly. She turned her head to the right and walkseards the group of huddled
villagers.

"What do you want with us?" asked one young mam ftioe villagers.
"Your town," Xena smiled coldly. "Seoirse?"

The second in command came up beside Xena. "Yebkege?"
"What's the report?"

"Five houses burned, the fire is almost out, ndrmauo men hurt or killed, two
villagers wounded, and one killed."

"Killed?" whispered Xena.

"Yes." The second in command studied Xena's prdfikhat will you have me do,
my liege?"



"Bring me the warrior," uttered the warlord with angry voice.

"It will be done." Seoirse disappeared into theleiof Xena's warriors to find the
killer.

The Warrior Princess rotated her head slowly tovili@gers. "Now then, let's talk
friendship."

ke
Gabrielle came up the top of the valley and gazedndthe valley and viewed Mani.
"Here she is, my Queen."

"So, | see." The commander leaned against her Staffarice?"

"Yes?" The young Amazon came near her Queen's side.

"Bring me a messenger from my army."

"Yes of course." Amarice started to move.

"And Amarice?"

The Amazon stopped and turned back. "Yes?"

"Tell Francis to please join me. | will need hisiatance."

Amarice nodded at the orders. She turned and jogeki to the camp.

"You've changed, Gabrielle." Solari turned to heeén. "You've taken on a powerful
mindset within two days."

The Amazon Queen didn't looked at her second imcand. "It is a demand of me,
Solari." She took a deep breath. "l am an Amazoee@Quand a commander of an
army. How can | not?"

Solari sighed and glanced back to the town at dtin of the valley.
Eponin stood on Gabrielle's other side. "What heepians?"

Gabrielle tilted her head. "We'll give them haliay to decide.”
"Decide what?" The weapons master studied the town.

"Whether they want to join us freely or have us endlem join."

Eponin nodded in agreement. "l do believe that. witattle their cages."”
Gabrielle chuckled. "That is the effect I'm lookifoy."

Solari sighed. "Let's hope we don't have to attack.

"I'm praying,” whispered the commander.

"You called, Queen Gabrielle?"



The commander glanced back and saw Francis, a ngessand Amarice coming.
"Yes, Francis."

The small young man came up beside Gabrielle. "Waat help you with?"

"Controlling the men." The small woman gazed atrttessenger. "But first, let's get
this message taken care of."

The messenger nodded and removed a quill and $@wlla satchel on his side.
"Here."

Gabrielle took the items and unrolled the scrdtle S/rote down a message that
reached to the middle of the scroll. At the en, signedQueen GabrielleShe rolled
up the message and handed it back.

The messenger received the scroll and quill ankedithem away.

"Deliver it now, we'll wait here," ordered the corander.

The messenger nodded and started power walking tioewalley.

Gabrielle watched him go for a moment. "Francigy @your respect in the army?"
Francis chuckled deeply. "Quite well."

"Perfect." The small woman smiled up at the mareréHs what we'll do tomorrow.
My Amazons and | will go down to the village to diss terms. You will stay here
and..." she continued telling the plans with an a@iveraudience, including a sunset.
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The warrior fell to his knees in the center of tirele of people. He closed his eyes
and prayed the pain would end soon. He could thstblood in his mouth. Suddenly
his head was jerked back by his hair.

"Follow my orders next time," growled the warlord.

The warrior opened his eyes and gritted his tedtbs, Xena." He received a blow to
his back that sent him on his stomach.

"Try my liege." The warlord paced around the m&tow, have | made myself clear
to you?"

The man coughed and sat up. "Yes, my liege." Hiyylveas shaking uncontrollably.

Xena smiled evilly and knelt down in front of heamior. "You will follow my orders
accordingly." She lost her smile. "Or next timeill\wall you for your mistake." She
smiled coldly again. "Is that clear too?"

"Crystal, my liege."

The Warrior Princess nodded gradually. "Good." &ér@owed her eyes. "Have a nice
evening." She stood up and walked off while yellitghow is over boys. This is your
time now."



All the warriors nodded and left the circle afteemg the killer, of the single villager-
being punished.

Seoirse came near Xena's side. "The villagers stgueneeting tomorrow morning."
"About what?" The warlord continued walking to hent.
"About a treaty," said the second in command smugly

The tall woman chuckled deeply. "If they waited &myger, | would have..." She cut
herself short and stopped walking. "Tell them thequest is granted.” She put her
hands on her hips. "And tell them to prepare taatyr by the morning."” She paused in
thought. "Also post outlooks. Make sure one peisamatching the village... incase
they try something."

"You think they will?"
"No," responded the warlord.
"It will be done, my liege," called Seoirse.

Xena glanced back to her second in command. "lhweilexpecting you too." Her lips
twitched with a grin.

"Of course... my liege." Seoirse bowed momentarigntkeft to carry out his orders.

The dark woman grinned and continued her shorhguto her tent. She went inside
and removed her weapons. She sat at her desk wigfnaShe opened the one drawer
of the small desk and corked an eyebrow. Reachinghe extracted a scroll. A grin
tweaked her lips. "Gabrielle," she whispered analigd the scroll slowly.

"Xen, how are you, love? I'm sure you're reading #fter taking over a village or a
day of grueling traveling." Xena paused. She chettklecause she could just hear her
soulmate's voice. Her eyes lowered back to thdlsond she continued reading the
scroll silently. "I'm still trying to figure out whl agreed to separate the army. | think
it all has to do with that rotten apple | had tiieeo day. You remember that?" The
warlord chuckled deeply and shook her héamh't |, Gabrielle? I've never seen a
disgusted face like yours when you ate that apptajght the warlord. She continued
to read, "Well either way, here | am writing thester a day ahead. You're asleep
beside me with a peaceful look on your face. Yabpbly don't believe that.
Peaceful, loving, and sweet are the last wordiywaht to hear in your description.
But | can say it anyway." Xena chuckled again andesl warmly.

"My liege?"
Xena broke away from the scroll and glanced ov@eoirse?"
"The posts have been set and the village has atpebhd meeting."

The Warrior Princess nodded. "Perfect." She rassedyebrow. "Make sure our patrol
doesn't... sleep.”

"Yes of course." The second in command folded hissa"Are we discussing further
plans this evening at dinner?"



"Yes, we will." The warlord rolled up the scrollTHat would be now, correct?"
"Yes, my liege." Seoirse held the tent flap op&uty calls."

"So it seems." Xena studied the scroll in her h&fek sighed sadly and placed it
carefully on the desk. She stood up and strolledbthe tent. She was never able to
finish Gabrielle's scroll that night, or followimgght, nor the next, and she wouldn't
until one dark stormy night far into the future.

~*Part 5*~
"Right this way, please."” The large man openedithe and held it open.

Gabrielle nodded briskly. "Thank you." She wentlup steps with her Amazons
directly behind. She entered into a small room wed darkly lit, there were no
windows and it took a moment for her eyes to adjirst made her narrow her eyes in
concern. She then saw there was nobody in the rptna long wooden table
stretching before her.

The large man peered through the door. "The villagders will be with you."

The Amazon Queen nodded and watched the man tlesiobr. She glanced at her
Amazons. "Stay by the door and pay attention."

The three Amazons nodded and shifted back ag&iesvall in attention.

Xena's soulmate scanned the candle lit room. "Ythrk it was night in here," she
whispered.

Eponin chuckled. "Maybe they're trying to scaré us.
"Hardly," mumbled Solari.

"Well, my feathers are shaking," cut in Amaricecsatically.
"They would," jibed Solari.

Gabrielle held her hand up for silence. She loakddlong at her Amazons. "Do not
make me throw you two out the door on your feath&bke narrowed her eyes. "This
is serious."

The second in command coughed and glared at Amarice
The young Amazon's mouth dropped. "Solari, don't-"
"Be quiet," growled Gabirielle.

Eponin faced Amarice. "We're here to protect Gdlerleshe whispered hotly. "Let's
start doing it." Her eyes flickered over to Solari.

Both Amarice and Solari nodded together.

"Thank you," uttered the weapons master sinceg#g. moved back to her position
against the wall.



The Amazon Queen's head whipped to the right amaapened.
Five men came in together and sat down in chairsgathe table.
The man in the center studied Gabrielle beforenggyiYou are Queen Gabrielle?"

"That would be me," answered the commander. Shkedalp close to the table and
folded her arms. "I'm here to discuss your village'relations."

The five men exchanged glances.
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The large man scanned the town. The villagers wer&ing but a number of houses
burnt to the ground. He narrowed his eyes and wlalk® the village.

One villager turned to the large man entering higage. "Hello."

The large man stopped and smiled to the woman' Héi.glanced back towards the
burned houses. "Fire recently?"

"Sort of." The young woman nodded too. "They wearenkd by a warlord."

The man furrowed his eyebrows. "A warlord in thpadgs?" His eyes lowered to the
woman.

"Yes." She nodded and folded her arms. "She leftrttorning.”
"She?"
"Xena... the Warrior Princess." The woman was smipagially.

The large man stood there stunned. Not becausasiidgna's name but because the
woman was smiling as she said the name. "Are wdkintpabout the same Xena?"

The woman folded her arms. "Tall, dark, gorgeouslgck hair, and beautiful blue
eyes."

The man stared at the small woman. He heard a souadlaking sound begin in the
center of the village. He looked that way and sdlagrising up a wood pole. He
squinted as the emblem came into view. It 3@dain block letters with a black
panther stalking up from the background. "That widag her,"” he mumbled.

The woman shook her head and asked, "What do yeeidgainst Xena?"

"The fact that she is a murdering harlot,” growtdeel man.

The young woman laughed quietly. "Hardly, she'®gius protection."”

The man's eyes widened as he glimpsed down atdheaw. "In return for what?"

"Joining her and providing supplies." She put hends on her hips. "And who are
you?"

"Hercules."
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The five men laughed together.
Gabrielle folded her arms against her chest antedai
The three Amazons glanced between each other vaithyw

The man in the middle settled down and smiled aittusement at Gabrielle. "And
you expect us to surrender our town to... you?"

"Naturally." The Amazon Queen arched an eyebrova Wweér stoic expression. "l want
this town." She narrowed her eyes. "And | will take at any cost."

"You and what army?" a man joked and nodded tdtieee Amazons. "You and your
three women?"

The commander glanced side long at her three Ansazoniled coldly. "Myself, my
three Amazons, and... my army."

The five men went dead silent.

Gabrielle strolled up to the table with an evilngriMy army that is waiting at the top
of this valley. My army that awaits my arrival wd candlemarks. My army that will
attack this village if | do not return in two caadlarks." She put her hands on the
table, bent forward, and locked eyes with the mathe center. "Me and that army."
Her eyes flickered over to the two other men.

"And what are you the Queen of?" asked one martlguie

The Queen straightened up. "I am Queen Gabriellbeo€entral Amazon Nation."
She smiled. "I am the commander of a hundred an@&m warriors." She folded her
arms against her chest. "And | am giving Mani thance to join me willingly or |

will make Mani join me." She held her hands outoliY choice.”

"We've never heard of you... as a warlord."

Gabrielle chuckled. "Yes, well I'm rather new." Siteugged. "But | know the rules.”
She glanced around. "So, what is your choice?"

"Considering we do not know your reputation,” onenmvent on, "we hardly feel
threatened." The man straightened up in his s@at.the contrary, you're the one who
should feel threatened. You obviously do not knowquering. We have the means to
fight back, Queen Gabrielle."

The small woman ran her tongue along her moRegutation-? | need a reputation?
Mmm... maybe | can use a reputation that's not ng8he.smiled at the men "A
reputation?" she asked, spinning around on hesh8ak smiled at her Amazons.
"Supposedly | need a reputation on how to kill.€Skood still and let the candlelight
reflect off her back.

The five men gaped.

"Xena," one whispered in fear.



Jack pot... they saw the tattoo. | hope it was a gded. Gabrielle turned back
around and smiled. "Did you mention my partnerisnea’
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"Seoirse!"

The second in command turned around and saw himeoiater. "My liege?" He
strolled over.

The warlord waited for him, her armor reflecting tmidday sun. "Is the army ready
to travel for the next battle against Kani?"

"Just about, my liege." The second in command @dracound then back at Xena.
"You look... puzzled.”

Xena was silent for a moment then whispered, "ltveéascout."
"My liege?"

"l want one of my men scouting around these areéna gazed upon the
surrounding lands. "I can feel it, Seoirse."

"What is that?"

"I don't know... yet." The Warrior Princess crossed &rms. "My... intuition says
something is after us." She raised an eyebrowratdwond in command. "l want a
scout out and about. Is that clear?"

"Yes." The warrior nodded his head. "Anything efse?
"No, that'll be all." The warlord ambled off.

Seoirse watched her go for a second before he lofbke a jog. He had to find a
smart scout, who could easily track. That daysration, Xena gained control of
another small village. This second small villages\aso happy to join Xena's
miniature country that would grow in time. So afsgreeing upon a treaty wit the
village, the army settled down on the outskirtsnX&ad retired to her tent for the
evening when the scout, from earlier, returned.

"Xena?"

The Warrior Princess placed her chakram back imtuk after hearing her name
being called. She turned around and spotted Semrseg into her tent. "What is
it?"

The second in command stepped aside as anothemnaf'sXwarriors stepped in. "The
scout, my liege."

The scout glanced from Seoirse to the warlord. liglye, I've come across tracks."
Xena arched an eyebrow. "Go on."

"They're coming towards us but | lost them after slhream.” The scout paused as he
recalled everything. "But they're coming from thesiv.. the village we took first."



"And the tracks themselves?"
The scout folded his arms. "They were of a larga,may liege. Alone, on foot."

"Mmm." The warlord turned away. "Continue scoutargl see if you can find our
stalker."

"Yes, my liege." The scout began to move.

"Oh, another thing." The warlord glanced sideloh§eoirse and the other warrior. "If
you find our stalker, don't attack. Return here aapbrt to me."

"Why?" asked the watrrior.

"I highly doubt you would return to this army inepiece," said Xena coldly. "Back
to your post."”

The scout nodded and left.

Seoirse, however, didn't depart.

"Yes, Seoirse?" Xena strolled towards her desk.

The second in command put his hands on his hipho"\&/it?"

"What makes you think | know?" The warlord turnedumd with a grin.
"Despite the grin." The man chuckled. "The way yall."

The Warrior Princess smirked now and she removedhakram. She lifted and
studied it while saying, "My old friend." She stdrdrough the center of the chakram.
"I told him he hadn't heard the last of me," shespéred with twinkling blue eyes.
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Solari stood there shaking her head with an amesgptession. "I'll be a son of a
Bacchae." She chuckled and looked at Eponin. "Dosge this?"

The weapons master gave a smug look. "Uh huh..stbat'Queen." She peered
over.

Gabrielle smirked as the light breeze brushed hegé back. "l did want this
village." She stared down at Mani in the sunsatftbe top of the valley.

"What the Queen wants... the Queen gets," teasedigéenar
"Damn straight," growled Solari with a grin.

The four women all laughed together as they coetinio watch Xena's flag being
raised up on the pole in the center of town.

The second in command glanced at her friends. 'thadest part was not even one
single drop of blood was spilt."

"The magic of our Queen," uttered Eponin.



"Okay Amazons," cut in Gabrielle. "Let's not emlis#lithis victory."

"How couldn't we?" asked Amarice. "You just conwda town join you without
even putting up a fight."

The Amazon Queen chuckled deeply. "You just havwentiw how to... thrill them."
"Understatement,” huffed Solari.

"So, Solari?" the Queen asked her second in comyribioasv do you like the fact |
walked out of Mani with their key and them smilitig?

Solari laughed, and her head bobbed. "Looks likewere right, my Queen."
"Thank the gods," whispered Gabrielle. "Even | wasried."

The other women chuckled.

"So, where to next?" asked the weapons master.

The Queen took a deep breath, thinking. "ThereiBame a little east of us on the
border. They're our next stop."

The Amazons nodded simultaneously.
"What's the path we're taking to join with Xena?"

The commander didn't respond instantly, she jasedtat the village below. "A
zigzag, we'll hit a number of villages that way."

"And what of the Aeolians? The province will beifws once they found out their
northern lands have been taken."

Gabrielle nodded at Solari's words. "Well, so falyorhessaly would disagree." She
grinned. "If their northern villages submit to tisey lose power."

"True," agreed Eponin. "Maybe Thessaly won't evainyp a fight once they've see all
their villages have sided with you."

"l doubt it." Gabrielle sighed. "We all know Grepkde."
~*Part 6*~

"How much longer will we continue to travel, myde?" asked Seoirse tiredly. He
shifted in his saddle with an inward groan from lthheg day of endless traveling.

The warlord swayed in the saddle as her mare walkeah the dirt road. The army
marched wearily behind. "We'll stop here soon.l'tewant the men to be too tired
tomorrow."

"As you command." Seoirse nodded and glanced hatlearmy to make sure they
were keeping up. Satisfied, he turned back in &isle and stared down the empty
road.

Xena herself became hypnotized from swaying insheldle, the beat of the army
walking, and the endless road ahead. She was entfoarth day since splitting up



with Gabrielle and she was ignoring the ache insoeit caused by her partner's
absence. She knew if she dwelt on it, it would mgdter focus on the mission at
hand. Thankfully, she let herself become lost invisgrlord side. She didn't have time
for love's games.

Within a candlemark Xena's army stopped their ieavihey came to a large camp
area and settled down for the evening. Xena retodeer tent so she could work on
attack plans against Thessaly. She had to plajuistisight.

"My liege?"

The warlord sighed at her second in commands. 'S&®i she asked without looking
to him.

The second in command stepped into the tent. "Beli’ He bowed his head. "The
scout is returning from the west."

The Warrior Princess narrowed her eyes and strolleaf the tent.
Seoirse followed behind. "He should arrive momalytar

"Fine." Xena power walked in the early evening todgahe western part of the camp.
Ahead she spotted the small scout dismountingdriseh She came directly up to
him. "Report.” She folded her arms.

The scout breathed deeply and said, "l found alket, my liege." He paused. "Its
Hercules."

The warlord smiled with amusement. "Continue."

The scout was taken aback by the smile but proceleidaeport. "He's about two
candlemarks behind us... west, on foot, and nobodytishim." He paused. "Right
now, he's camping for the night. He won't travethe dark it seems."

Xena nodded gradually. "Alright, stay here. Youwame your job."

The scout nodded. "Yes, my liege." He took his éareeins and walked off.
The warlord didn't look at her second in commanidsaid, "Seoirse, follow me."
The warrior nodded and trailed behind Xena baclato her tent.

The pair went in and faced each other.

"What are you considering?" Seoirse asked quiétg:ll try to stop you."

"I know this," whispered the warlord coldly. Shars¢d pacing in the tent. "I think he
should get what he wants."”

"What?" The second in command widened his eyesut¥mot considering handing
yourself over, are you?"

"Yesss," growled the Warrior Princess. She stoggaeihg and faced her warrior. "l
know him, Seoirse."



The man shook his head. "Suppose you do hand ybavee. What then?"

Xena grinned while folding her arms. "You stay hanel run the army." She corked
an eyebrow. "Hercules needs to be distracted, aad tlo that." She paused. "Send a
messenger to Gabrielle. Once she is here, tharuly can take Hercules down."

"What are you going to do?"
The warlord grinned. "Play cat and mouse." Sheldefbher arms.
"You're the commander." The second in command digighen will you leave?"

"A few candlemarks before dawn." Xena raised ameye. "And have a scout follow
me, incase something goes... wrong." She went serl@et me a messenger."”

Seoirse nodded briskly and left the tent.

Gabrielle stood tall at the edge of the camp innilgét.
"What's taking Francis so long?" asked Amarice itiepdy.
The Queen sighed. "Control your feathers, Amarice."

"I'll have to apologize for Amarice, Gabrielle."I80 began to grin. "lts way past her
bedtime and she tends to get... grouchy if she stayeo late."

Amarice glared at the second in command. "Ha, Istay up later than you... older
woman!"

Solari opened her mouth but was cut off by a haneieng her mouth.

The weapons master narrowed her eyes at Solam't'Been reply.” She lowered her
hand.

The second in command chuckled.
Amarice smiled victoriously while looking towardsetdark woods.

The Amazon Queen sighed deeply and listened cirafsishe heard the sounds of
hoof beats. "He's coming."

The three Amazons squinted towards the woods trgiritgnd Francis.

Suddenly a horse emerged from the black woods ame wp to the four women.
"They refuse, Queen Gabrielle,” Francis said, dismiog.

The commander swore under her breath before astdng, you told them the
consequences for not joining us?"

Francis nodded while taking his horse's reins. ;Y&sy said they're prepared to
fight."

"Very well," Gabrielle said coldly. "Tomorrow mormg, we attack."



Francis nodded. "As you wish."

"I don't wish it," muttered the Amazon Queen. Stankd against her staff. "Alright,
get some sleep Francis. Thank you for deliverimgniessage."

"You're welcome." The warrior walked past the woraed went into camp.

"Alright, Amazons." The Queen eye's flickered betwé¢hem. "Get to your tent and
get some sleep too."

The three Amazons nodded. Solari and Amarice stiaff.
The weapons master stayed and arched an eyebtwmy Queen.
The small woman gave an amused smile. "Yes, Ep?"

"Don't hide it, Gabrielle." Eponin paused. "It's o easy choice... to attack a
village."

"No its not," whispered the Queen. "But it has ¢éodone." She dropped her head
against the staff. "I wonder how Xena did it hestftime."

Eponin didn't respond at first. "I'm sure it wasasy for her then eitheiBecause it
was her first step towards darkneispught the Amazon. "Get some rest too, huh?"

"Yeah," replied the young woman. "You too, Ep."
"l will." The Amazons smiled warmly and hugged Galbe.

The commander wrapped one arm around her weapastemaad hugged tightly
back. When she pulled back she smiled. "Thank you."

"Anytime." Eponin winked and headed off.

Gabrielle turned around and faced the camp. Shikestihe tents and warriors
milling about. "My army," she whispered, shook head, and went to her tent.

~*Part 7*~
"No horse?" asked Seoirse.

"No," answered the warlord. She sheathed her satwddaced her second in
command. "I sent the messenger out." She paugbdught. "Stay here, Seoirse, and
keep the men under control. Is this clear?"

"Yes, my liege."

The pair was on the edge of the camp near the ¥ath was prepared to leave, and a
scout was mounting his horse. It was three candlerizefore dawn.

"Good," Xena said and check to see if her scoutready to go. "Once Gabrielle
arrives, she'll be in command. Help her." She nagtbher eyes. "Either I'll return
with plans to finish Hercules or I'll send the stdsi this clear?”

"Yes, of course." Seoirse crossed his arms. "Yaure about this?"



"No." The warlord walked onto the road. "There ta@ many variables." She turned
towards the scout. "Are you ready?"

The scout nodded and spurred his horse forwardalde up onto the road beside
Xena.

"Keep things intact, Seoirse." The Warrior Princesk a deep breath. "I'll be back."
She turned and walked down the road in the dark.

The second in command watched her go and utteBedsdfe." He turned on his pivot
foot then went into camp.
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"Alright, get the men up!" commanded Gabrielle.
Francis nodded as he went to various tents. Henbibgsprocess of waking the army.

The small woman glanced towards the east. Sheeubtie sun had yet to rise over
the horizon. She shivered though the morning ag warm. Her right arm went
across her bare stomach and her shoulders drofpectontinued to stare at the dark
eastern horizon. "Something is wrong," she whigperer head turned as she heard
her Amazons coming, complaining of the early magnin
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Xena reached forward and spread open the leaube trush. There slept Hercules
close by a dead fire of black ashes. She smirkiednThoved and left the area
silently. Walking up to the road, she came towdneisscout. "Alright, he's in there."
She folded her arms. "l want you to stay near butat get involved. Is this clear?"

The scout nodded. "What will you do?"

"I'll keep him busy." The Warrior Princess studibd sunrise peeking over the
horizon. "Do not let him know you're here. If | daken, wait around to hear
Hercules's plans, then go back to Seoirse. Und®i8to

"Yes, my liege." The scout shifted the reins inlasds. "Good luck."”
The warlord nodded, unsheathed her sword, and twesirds Hercules's camp.
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Gabrielle studied the tiny village ahead. She tackaky breath know what she was
about to order her army to do.

The army came to a stop behind their commandeth@ncommander's signal, they
unsheathed their swords simultaneously.

The Amazon Queen turned around to face them wkilédmazons stood beside. "We
take this village hard and fast," she ordered. 'dbylis to be killed however do what
you must to control the village. Is this clear tauyall?"

Every warrior nodded and grinned.



"Alright." The small woman lifted her staff. "I ctwol of this village in half of a
candlemark." She grinned slowly. "Attack!"

The warriors together yelled, "Queen Gabrielle.'tt Aaced down the road towards
the small town. Some ran on foot others gallopetdanseback.

The Amazons stood close to their Queen while watgthe warriors roar past.

Gabrielle turned around and saw the flow of mem int the small town. She
walked near the town slowly with her Amazons.
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Xena strolled into the middle of the camp and stal@wvn at Hercules. "Morning,
Hercules."

"What took you so long?" rumbled the deep voicecHies opened his eyes slowly
and smirked at the woman above him.

"Oooh, | was deciding how | wanted to enter younpa She propped the blade of
her sword against her shoulder. "Miss me?"

The demi-god narrowed his eyes then placed hisshpakin down on the ground.
"I've heard of your recent... conquering.”

"Quite different isn't it?" The warlord shot a smuogk before strolling off to the
other side of the camp.

Hercules stood up and watched the woman. "Decidétbrkill now? How
sympathetic of you."

The Warrior Princess laughed and whirled arounti Wwér cape flowing behind. "Isn't
it?" She grinned. "lI've decided I'd need peoplaliésire to have a country.” She
lowered her sword.

"You're after Greece?"

"Very much,” Xena answered. "With renewed strerigthe whispered deeply. She
came right up to Hercules. "Greece will be mindne ressed her free hand against
the demi-god's stomach. "You're welcomed to join."

Hercules raised an eyebrow. "And you know my answéhnat.”

"Mmmm." The warlord smiled seductively as she ranlmand up the man's chest.
"Thought | could convince you otherwise," she pdrté&ou're the son of Zeus, you
should show it." She ran her fingertips over tps.li'Don't you think so?" She leaned
in and kissed him roughly.

He pulled back from the kiss with an angry exp@ssil don't think so." He grabbed
both of Xena's wrists and put them behind her back.

Xena laughed and tilted her head. "You won't wicarh promise that."

"Then I'll put that to the test." Hercules startegqueeze the warlord's right wrist to
get her to drop the sword.



The Warrior Princess's upper lip twitched and gin@ied the pain. Her eyes went
cold, she smirked, and without warning rammed fyfrt knee into Hercules's...
groin.

The large man doubled over in agony, releasingunists.

The dark warlord chuckled and stepped back. "Alvaysan's downfall." She spun
her sword.

Hercules rose up to his full height with gritteétte He held up his hands. "Let's
dance."

"Would love too." The warlord made the transitiatoi her fighting stance with dark
and flashing eyes.

The demi-god grinned and prepared to fight.

The scout kept watch of his commander fightinglégendary Hercules. He hid deep
in the brush. The display before him was of Xeng ldarcules fighting equally. And
that was what surprised the scout... equally. He kineveommander's potential as a
warrior and the way she fought now was not her. Jésit led him to believe that
Xena wanted to be defeated... in this battle.

Xena's sword went soaring from her hand. She tuneethead to Hercules with a
laugh. "Not bad."

"Thanks." Hercules grinned and with no warning fhett

The warlord let the blow connect, and she wentrgpmto the ground. She pretended
to try and dodge the next punch but Hercules'sdistmed into her face. The Warrior
Princess's head slump to the ground as she wenblulit

Hercules stood up and searched for some vinesakie back and tied the warlord's
hands behind her back. He took her chakram anddsarat placed them on his own
body. By the time he was done, Xena was waking up.

The dark woman moaned softly and lifted herself&ige noticed immediately that
her hands were tied and her weapons gone. Sheedlawer at Hercules near the
dead fire. "Have me tied with no weapons." Shergrth "And what do you plan to
do? | won't stay in these that long."

Hercules raised an eyebrow and walked over. He kiogin in front of the warlord.
He had a serious expression. "You're going to paydur crimes... you're going to
prison in Thessaly."

Section 2
~*Part 8*~
"Queen Gabrielle?"

The small woman turned around slowly at hearingiaene. She stood in the middle
of the second village they'd taken over. "Francis?"



Francis came jogging up with a worried look andrmlsin hand. He passed by three
warriors and came up to Gabrielle. "A message hagd for you." He handed the
scroll over.

The three Amazons beside Gabrielle became wornddaddled close.

The Amazon Queen unrolled the scroll. "Xena's nmegs®@" she questioned while
unrolling the scroll.

"Yes," answered Francis.

Gabrielle's breathing slowed as she began to reathtniliar handwriting. "Hades,"
she growled and rolled up the scroll rapidly. "Haes is after Xena."

"What's the plan?" asked Solari.

The commander stared through the village, she tiotglright..." She started
walking towards the group of villagers they hadtaagd.

Francis and the Amazons followed behind in a rush.

"We finish the business here with this village,'b@alle went on, "Then we head to
Xena's army."

"All of the army goes back?" questioned Francis.

"No," replied the commander. She stopped walkirdgsaly. "No actually, I lied."
She faced Francis. "We will join back up with Xetlee entire half of this army." She
shook her head. "We abandon this mission."

Francis's eyes widened. "What about the rest-"

"I do not care!" yelled Gabrielle. She pointed sloeoll at Francis and narrowed her
eyes. "Our objective now is to stop Hercules. He@pses a threat to our mission to
conqueror Greece." She paused. "And he threatenmanyer's life." She lowered the
scroll. "We will return to Seoirse and take carédefcules. We'll continue this
mission later. Is this clear?"

"Yes, Queen Gabirielle." Francis nodded briskly.

"Good." Gabrielle turned and walked on. "Now thiemant a treaty setup with this
village by this afternoon." She studied the huddlildgers in the center of the tiny
town. "After the treaty is done, we will travel.h& stopped in her tracks since she
was near the villagers. "How many days will it takieneet up with the other half of
the army?"

"A day and a half," answer Solari. She peered Ugramcis and saw him nod in
agreement.

"Fine." The commander leaned against her stafft f&ea messenger, Francis."

Francis nodded and disappeared.
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Xena growled lowly after having the rope jerkedah@ you keep a set pace?" she
asked coldly.

Hercules peered back at the woman. "With you asmagow, no."
"You know Hercules, | won't be staying in the pngbat long."

The demi-god laughed quietly and slowed his paeewhklked along side the warlord.
"You will be, for life is my guess." He pausedhighly doubt your army will... wait
for you."

The warlord grinned knowingly. "No, they won't."
Hercules studied the woman in wonderment. "And didyyou let me capture you?"

"I'm bored," replied the Warrior Princess. Her eg@skled at Hercules. "l need to
play."

"Hmmm." The demi-god gazed ahead. "I'm sure Htifout more, later.”
"Promise," whispered the warlord.
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"Let's go, let's go!" yelled Francis. "Move it mén!

Gabrielle leaned towards Solari. "This is why Elikrancis." She grinned. "He can do
the yelling instead of me."

The second in command chuckled and watched the preparing to travel in the
early afternoon.

"You sure this is a good idea?" Eponin looked to®@eeen. "Traveling this late after
just taking a village?"

"Eponin," drew out the Queen, "We need to get ta&€eShe faced her weapons
master. "And that's what we're gonna do."

"Yes," responded Eponin. She sighed at knowingpparion did not matter this time.
The commander turned around and examined her dFrancis, are we ready?"
"Pretty much, Queen Gabrielle." Francis strolled'épe you?"

"Yes, let's move." The Amazon Queen stepped aréuadcis. She took a deep
breath. "Alright men!" She watched the warriordlselown and she continued.
"We're headed to join up with the other half of émmy. Hercules is around and we
need to... extinguish him so to say. It will takeauday and half to meet with Xena's
army so we're getting started now. Let's fall ostié ordered.

The warriors collected themselves and trekked taoad headed northwest.
~*Part 9*~

"Perfect," mumbled Seoirse under his breath. "Stessled here now."



"Queen Gabrielle?" questioned the warrior.

"Yes," answered the second in command. He liftacelges to his chosen third in
command. "Any signs of the scout that left with A@h

"None, Seoirse."

"Alright, keep an eye out." Seoirse rolled up thessage he just received from
Gabrielle. "You have your orders."

The third in command nodded and left.

Seoirse glanced around at the camp and walkedtbaekds his tent. As soon as he
entered the third in command came racing in bregthilittle heavy.

"The scout is just coming in, Seoirse."

"Already?" The second in command tossed the sorefisage to his bed and left the
tent. "Lead the way."

The third in command nodded and guided Seoirsertismhe western end of camp.
He spotted the scouting coming in on horsebacklédm

"What's your report?" asked Seoirse when the szamue in closer.

"She's taken," stated the scout as he stoppedhss.H'Hercules has her," he added
while dismounting. "And he's taking her to the T3adyg prison."

"Hades," growled Seoirse. "He actually took her?"
"Yes," answered the scout. "The odd thing is, €egred to want to be captured.”
"What?" Seoirse yelled suddenly. "How do you fidtire

The scout shook his head. "She wasn't fightingeapleak, sir." He put his hands on
his hips. "I think she's trying to keep him busy."

The second in command grumbled, "Until Gabrieltemes." He sighed. "Damn,
why'd she do that?" His attention went back tosttaut. "Alright, follow Hercules

and Xena... protect her if it looks like she need3ust keep her in your sights. Is this
clear?"

"Yes, sir." The scout remounted. "Any message yaatune to give to Xena if |
can?"

Seoirse shook his head but held his hand up. "Mgtdell her... we're coming for
her."

The scout grinned and nodded. He spurred his laordelisappeared into the woods.
~k kK
"The men need a break," snarled Francis.

Gabrielle looked up instantly at her second in candh She stepped closer to his
horse. "Francis, this army will stop when | sayea@." She narrowed her eyes. "We



can go another half of candlemark then we'll bfealcamp.” She paused before
growling, "Is that clear?"

Francis sighed and nodded. "As you order, Queemi &k’

"Thank you," Gabrielle replied and strolled awaynfr Francis's horse. She continued
leading the army down the road with her Amazortseatside.

And the commander held true to her words when timg &urned off the road and
settled down for the night. Tomorrow, the Amazore@uwould push the army to
finish the distance and meet up with Xena's hathefarmy.
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Xena watched Hercules tie her legs together. Hegue ran along her molars. "Is
this... necessary?"

"With you?" The demi-god jerked the vines tight goeebred up. "Yes." He stood up
and walked near the fire. "Interested in quail?"

"Only your death," whispered the warlord. "Quailisds great," she said louder.

Hercules narrowed his eyes at the woman beforeniatyhis attention to the fire. He
turned the quails and cooked them on the other S&te.. want to explain your
change in... conquering?"

"I told you."
The man huffed and turned his head. "Just to hawelp in your... kingdom."

"Just to have people in my kingdom," mocked thelaver "Exactly.” She grinned.
"Any other questions?"

"One." Hercules stood and knelt down in front & oman. "What happened to
Draco?"

~*Part 10*~

"Let's move!" order the commander. She watcheder begin the rest of the trek
towards Xena's army. Gabrielle sighed and stara#limg. She went to the front of
the army and led the way. Her Amazons, on horselzacke trotting up from behind.

The only thing she thought about during her trangeivas her soulmate. Her soulmate
and the plans to save her soulmate. And the omlg th her mind was just swamping
Hercules with her army and breaking her partner $é sighed at that thought.
Breaking her partner out, now she was becomingwrgal. But this was her

soulmate and that's how she justified it. She'daded a while back that nothing
would come between her and Xena. She couldnt tetgpen in this reality... nor any
others.

So here she was still walking down the seemingessdioad, praying she could come
up with a plan to saving her partner. In the ehé,lsnew she would but she needed to
figure it out and quick.
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Seoirse tilted his head and narrowed his eyesaHershis bed in his tent. He heard
the sound again and he lifted his head. "She's"Hegevhispered to himself. Standing
up instantly, Seoirse walked briskly out of thettand into the late evening. He
jogged to the eastern portion of the camp and epakte glow in the distance.
"They're coming!" he yelled.

The third in command came rushing up. "l saw heniog earlier." He looked east
and saw the other half of the army nearing. "Yankhhere's enough room in the
camp for the rest of the army?"

"Make room," ordered Seoirse. He glimpsed dowheattarrior. "What you waiting
for, a hand written declaration? Go get the camprder!"

The third in command laughed quietly and jogged off

Seoirse watched him go then he glanced ahead.ddgnized the three women on
horse back along with the woman between the hevaisng. He grinned. "Queen
Gabrielle!" he called.

The Amazon Queen grinned while marching down tlael rYou better have this
camp in order, Seoirse!" yelled Gabrielle.

The second in command laughed deeply and walkedrttsithe approaching half of
the army. He met halfway with a smile.

Gabrielle stopped and peered back at her halfeoatmy. "Alright men, settle down
for the evening. Good job!"

The warriors sluggishly made their way into the pdor the night.

"Dismount,” ordered the Queen. She turned her baakl to Seoirse as her three
Amazons dismounted. "Go on in Solari and Eponin."

The two Amazons nodded and walked their horsesciaap.
Amarice shifted and stood near her Queen.

"How are things, Seoirse?"

"Well... here anyway."

"Word from Xena?"

The second in command sighed deeply. "Herculesioaghher."”
Gabrielle corked an eyebrow. "Unlike Xena."

"Quite," agreed the warrior. "I think she's plargqto distract him till you can get to
her."

"Your guess is good as mine, Seoirse." Gabriedaded against her staff. "And they're
headed to Thessaly?"

"Yes, Hercules plans to take her to prison."



"Wonderful," grumbled the commander. "Alright, Igoing to go figure out the
plans.” She straightened up. "I'll catch up witlu yater."

Seoirse nodded. He turned and headed back towangs loeside the Queen. "How
were the conquerings?"

"Sufficient," answered Gabrielle. "I'd would hayeel to seen one more town taken
before this." She shrugged. "But two will do fomnd

The second in command nodded while listening tactipeclop of Amarice's horse.
"No problem with the men?"

"None." Gabrielle nodded and smiled faintly. "l weegppy with that.”

The warrior chuckled and peered across the cantpngs here are quiet. | think the
men are ready to stop Hercules after the last bfdea

"l wasn't there for that." The commander studiedidAmp as she went in. "But this
will be Hercules's last interference."

"Those are bold words," whispered Seoirse, "Comsigavho he is."”

Gabrielle grinned at her second in command. "Ney'te words of truth considering
who | am."” She lost her grin. "I'll catch up witbwat dinner, Seoirse."

"As you wish." Seoirse strolled away but called 68ood to see you back, Queen
Gabrielle."

The commander smiled. "Thank you, Seoirse." Shelveak the warrior leave then she
faced Amarice.

The young Amazon corked an eyebrow.

The Queen chuckled and leaned against her staifayineed you to do me a favor,
Amarice."

"Oh boy, | don't like the way you say that."

Gabrielle grinned and brought her hand up to hea2aon's back. "Ever consider
being a village girl?"

~*Part 11*~
"You can't be serious?"

"I am dead serious, Amarice." The commander foltlmtarms and averted her
weight to her left foot. She studied Amarice. "Ylook perfect.”

"I'm in rags!" yelled the Amazon.
"Part of the role of being incognito."

The Amazon shook her head. "Incog who?" She reagbeth to adjust her long
brown skirt.

Gabrielle sighed and stepped forward. She adjustealrice's blue top and pushed



down the sleeves. "Please be nice to this outfitaAce. My mother made it for me."
The young Amazon huffed and dropped her shouldBrs| really have to do this?"

"No," answered Gabrielle. "But | am asking you to@s.your friend." She stepped
back, in the middle of the tent, and studied Aneadcessed in her old villager
clothes. "So?"

Amarice groaned. "Alright, I'll do it."

"Thank you," whispered the commander. She looked/ugn Solari, Eponin, Francis,
and Seoirse came in.

Francis moved and stood beside Amarice. "How ddoak?" He grinned.
Amarice groaned.

Solari smirked while standing beside her Queerké'la married couple.”
Amarice glared.

Francis chuckled.

Gabrielle was silent and studied Francis beings#gr@sn regular villager garb.
"Alright, you two do look like a married couple.h& folded her arms. "Perfect.” She
went serious. "Now, you two understand what yowssion is in Thessaly? Its not that
complicated."”

"Yes," replied Francis. "To keep track of Xena imegsaly."
The Amazon Queen corked an eyebrow.

"And to protect her if need be," added Amarice. Yo seriously think they might
put her to death?"

"Its possible, Amarice." Gabrielle sighed. "Andht's the case then you two need to
distract the town."

"How are we gonna distract a city from killing Xéiasked Amarice a little to
suddenly.

The Queen sighed and replied, "Using Hercules."dsimmed. "I know Hercules
enough to say that if you keep him in the citylh@btect Xena from the town." She
paused. "If the city decides to be ruthless anddaha without a trial."

Francis nodded slowly. "Good plan."”
"And you two have enough money?" asked Seoirse.
"Yes," answered Francis as he patted the sidesdidit. "We're covered.”

"Alright then." Gabrielle paused and took a deegalir. "You two head out now.
Myself and around fifty men will leave here in avfeandlemarks."

Amarice furrowed her eyebrows. "How are we goingebXena back?"



"Attack Hercules," told Eponin. "And break Xena Sut
"It's quite simple," added Solari with a grin.

"But it won't work out that way, | can guaranteatthsaid Gabrielle. "You two get
going."

Francis and Amarice nodded and headed out of tiievieh the group following
behind.

"Hey Queen Gabrielle?"

"Yes Amarice?"

"I know I'm not riding side-saddle."

The Queen laughed deeply and shook her headspdlie you that at least.”
"Thanks," chided the young Amazon.

The group went through the camp and neared thdnbnses at the west end of camp.
Amarice and Francis mounted the horses immediately.

"Make it there in record time," ordered the comnmanabrielle had a stern
expression. "And watch over her."

Amarice saw the desperation in her Queen's eyam'torry," she said warmly and
smiled reassuringly.

Francis turned back in his saddle to see his regudearior attire and weapons. He
shifted back in his saddle. "Don't take long, Qué&aibrielle."

"We won't." Gabrielle grinned. "Are you both set?"

"Yup," replied Amarice. She turned her horse ancegasmall tap to her horse's
sides. "We'll see you soon."

"Good luck," called the commander then watchedwltehorses break out into a
gallop headed for Thessaly. "Okay, let's get evamygtelse ready.” She turned to face
Seoirse and her two Amazons.
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Hercules scanned the area as he saw the sign diteeaaid, "Welcome to Thessaly,"
in Greek of course. "Here we are."

"Wonderful,” mumbled Xena. She narrowed her eyesnithe outskirts of Thessaly
came into view. And there were numerous people evMélimg around on the outskirts
of the city. She sighed. "Good preplanning to camnquthis city later," she muttered
under her breath.

The demi-god slowed his pace and came along sida.Xe

"So, where to first?" asked the warlord.



"To prison."
"Oh." The Warrior Princess grinned. "I don't getial first?"
"You don't deserve one."

"Huh." Xena gave a mocking look. "And you say yaht for the greater good." Her
head bobbed. "Fascinating how that changes wheamies to me."

Hercules's jaw clenched and unclenched in contta@lleger. "You'll get your trial."
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"Keep up the pace, men!" yelled the commander.vaiiked backwards, inspecting
her fifty warriors marching behind. "I know youtieed, so am |. But we have to cover
this distance quickly."

The men nodded and continued the trek towards ahess

Gabrielle sighed and turned back around. Besidevhez Eponin and Solari on
horseback. She'd left the rest of the army stidlamp with Seoirse in command. She
had plans to make camp half way to Thessaly toragttreach the outskirts of
Thessaly tomorrow-late afternoon. And it was alyelate afternoon. But she had her
warlord to free and that's what drove her to keaypeling at such a fast pace.

~*Part 12*~

Amarice shook her head, trying to stay awake. $uecgd eastward and saw the sun
just peeking over the horizon. "I can't believesthshe mumbled and continued to
sway in the saddle.

Francis chuckled and studied the Amazon. "Nevefendthis hard huh?"
"No," whispered the Amazon. "I'm exhausted."
"And | thought you were full of spunk.”

Amarice chuckled deeply and sat up straight insaeidle. She was extremely saddle
sore from riding all yesterday, all night, andlstding. "I'm sassy not spunky."

The warrior laughed at the young woman. "So I'manag." He stood up in the
stirrups to stretch. "It's been a good ride."

"You make it sound like we're almost in Thessaly."
"We are," stated Francis. He pointed ahead.

Amarice shook her head, squinted, and noticedigmeahead. "Welcome... to
Thessaly. Oh sweet mother of Artemis!" She sighhelief. "We've made it."

Francis laughed deeply and sat back down in higlsadVNe'll go stable our horses
then find Xena and Hercules."

"You know what's odd, Francis?"



"What's that?"

"We haven't seen that scout."
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The scout narrowed his eyes and strolled pastubedg of the jailhouse.

The guards watched the scout warrior walked byveerat behind the jailhouse. One
guard look to the other, they both shrugged to edcér.

The scout put his hand on his sword hilt and walidedg side the jailhouse wall.
Ahead he noticed the barred window and he grindedcame up to the window and
peeked through. "My liege?"

The warlord stood in the center of the cell, stegpf her armor, in only her dark
leathers and jewelry, and manacled at the wrisisaakles. She lifted her head slowly
and grinned. "Jake, good to see you."

"How are you, my liege?"

"In one piece." The warlord shrugged. "Why are iete? I've told you not to come
near."

"I know, my liege." Jake glanced to his right aatieg a tussle. "Seoirse said we're
coming for you. My liege, is there anything you de®ne?" He noticed the guards
coming.

The Warrior Princess grinned. "Tell Queen Gabritdldemolish this place in
payment.”

Jake glanced to see the guards coming. "My liegiegAlas confused by the message.
"She'll understand, Jake. Go!" she ordered.

The scout nodded. "Protect yourself, my liege."

"Hey you!" yelled one of the guards and came rugmifter the scout.

Jake laughed and broke off running and disappeared.

"Hades," growled a guard and stopped at the baviedow. He looked through to
Xena. "One of yours, | suspect.”

The warlord grinned evilly.
The guard glared and grabbed his friend. "Letigheljailer.”
The other guard nodded in agreement.
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Amarice walked out of the stable and slammed immaa. "Wo000." She stepped back
and held her hands up.

Francis came out quickly. "Jake?"



The scout grinned and stepped back. "Sorry thete furrowed his eyebrows. "Wait,
you're that Amazon."

"I have a name." The Amazon folded her arms. "Aoeati

"Sorry Amarice." Jake glanced to Francis. "Whatyeme two doing here?"

"To keep tabs on Xena," answered Francis.

Jake nodded and took a deep breath. "Then QueemeBaimust be on her way."
"Yes, she's coming with fifty warriors."

The scout grinned. "Even better." He lost his gtena is in the jailhouse for now.
They're planning a trial for her... not that shedldentanced." He laughed bitterly.
"And the trial starts tomorrow."

"Is anybody invited?"

Jake nodded at Francis's question. "Yes, its pUlblie folded his arms. "Nice
disguises too." He grinned.

Amarice rolled her eyes. "Alright, anyway." She pet hands on her hips. "Where
were you headed in such a rush?"

"To Gabrielle. Xena wants me to send a message."

"You saw Xena?" The Amazon's eyes widened.

"Yes."

"Then that means we can go see her, Francis,'Asaatice hastily.

"Wait." Jake held his hands up at the woman. "lasihgot caught by the guards. If
she's caught talking to anybody I'm sure she'ppdngng for it." He dropped his hands.

"She'll be beat?" asked the young woman with anger.

Suddenly, a scream rung through air with such pathfury that the three people
cringed at the familiar voice.
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Another scream erupted from Xena's lips and shep#d her head forward with her
eyes tightly closed.

"Who was he?" asked her beater.
The warlord clenched her teeth and fumed with anger

The man walked around with the whip in his han&sch time you don't tell me you
get another three lashes." He grinned. "Just telivino came and visited you."

The Warrior Princess lifted her head a little amdrked. "Kiss my-" She was cut off
by the punch to her face.



Hercules cringed even, he stood outside of theneadt to the jailer. "Is this really
necessary?" he asked quietly.

"Was it really necessary for her to kill all theopée she has?" retorted the jailer hotly.
The demi-god nodded but replied, "Is it necessafystify violence with violence?"
The jailer peered up to the large man, whom foegiitwith fists. "You tell me."
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Gabrielle held her hand up briefly once she netlredgntrance for Thessaly. Her two
Amazons stopped walking and stood beside her. "si€feessaly.”

Solari nodded. "Yup," she stated. "We're heretle lgarlier than planned.”

The commander chuckled and leaned against her 'statit's one way at looking at
it."

Eponin folded her arms. "Are you sure it's a godehi to have the men camp so near
the outskirts of Thessaly?"

"No," whispered the small woman. "But it's the essithing right now."

Solari nodded. "True, besides where the camp th@teast populated side of
Thessaly." She shrugged. "We'll be fine."

Down in city it could be seen all the hustling dngstling of the people with the

crowd in the market and along the port. Then toridiet was the jailhouse, which
Gabrielle picked out. She was happy to see thiegasde there, close to the edge of the
city and out of the walls of the city. It actuathade her grin considering it would
make her plans much easier.

The weapons master brought her attention away fhentown at hearing a horse
come trotting up the road from the city. "Gabrigltok."

The Queen glimpsed and noticed it was the scoaked'

The scout laughed happily, stopped his horse, disiteo and came up to the group.
"You're already here?"

"Yes." Gabrielle straightened up. "What's going“on?

Jake held his horse's reins and sighed. "Shd'®ijailhouse right now. They're going
to give her a trial starting tomorrow."

The commander nodded and wrapped her free armhevestomach. "Have you seen
Amarice and Francis?"

"Yes." Jake glanced to the city then back. "Thegotten a room and plan to attend
the trial."

"Good," mumbled the Queen. "What does the jailhdosk like?"

"Pretty basic." The scout grinned. "And as you se@, outside of the city walls."



"I know, makes things easier." Gabrielle glancedeatAmazons. "We'll have to
explore it tonight."

The two Amazons grinned in agreement.

"And Queen Gabrielle." Jake paused then said, "»ai@ demolish this place for
payment.”

Gabrielle opened her mouth, ready to reply butetheas a scream that erupted. She
glimpsed to the jailhouse knowing it came from éhéNo... Xena?" She looked up
to Jake quickly. "They're beating her?" she askeptiky.

"Yes," whispered the scout.

"No!" The commander broke off into a run towards dity.
"Gabrielle!" yelled Solari. She raced after GalbeielNo!"
Eponin and Jake broke off running to stop Gabrielle

The second in command ran in front of her Queed het hands up. "Don't do it,
Gabrielle."

The small woman's eyes were flashing a dark angmsrg "Get out of the way,
Solari," she growled.

"No," growled back the Amazon. "l won't let you lgarsting into that jailhouse to get
yourself killed."

The Queen raised her staff. "Get out of my way."
Eponin came up from behind and grabbed the staéin't do this."

Gabrielle screamed when tears came rolling dowrtheeks. "Move, Solari." She
lifted her fists.

Xena's scream exploded again from the jailhouse.
The Amazon Queen punched at her Amazon.
Solari ducked.

The weapons master threw the staff at Jake. SiegaGabrielle from behind and
restrained her. "No, Gabrielle."

The commander yelled and struggled from her Amazgnaisp. "They're beating
her!"

"Better beaten than dead," said Solari in desperati
"No!" The Queen broke free from Eponin and kicke&alari.

The second in command ducked again then slammeablgrinto Gabrielle's. She
wrapped her arms tightly around the small womangmanded Gabrielle's arms against
her sides.



"Solari!" yelled the Queen. She struggled but seentears took stronger control.
"Please," she pleaded desperately. "They're beléint) she whispered painfully.

"She can handle it," reassured Solari.

"No," Gabrielle whimpered and stopped strugglingesishe was crying to hard.
"We've have to save her," she whispered. "Ple&e"cried even harder.

Solari moved her arms and hugged her Queen. SheG@abrielle in close and held
tightly. "We'll get her out, Gabrielle." She rockleer body with Gabrielle's
"Promise." Her eyes lifted to Eponin. Her eyesHtagwith anger for what has
happened to the Queen.

Eponin folded her arms and nodded briskly. She'diittie seeing her Queen in pain
either. There would be a heavy price to be paidHis:.
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Hercules stood still and listened for the doorlase and lock. He stared at Xena's
back, her figure slumped faintly but still contaigipride.

"What do you want, Hercules?" asked the warlore: i8ted her head and stared
through the barred window. The sun was preparirsgtsoon.

The demi-god walked around and faced the womand &y didn't you tell who that
was instead of being lashed numerous times?" Hiediohis arms.

"l enjoy pain,” responded Xena sarcastically wignark.

The large man said nothing back and studied th&oves beaten, bruised, cut, and
bleeding body. "No, you enjoy inflicting pain," dispered.

"None the less, | enjoy pain," declared the Warfoncess. Her vision blurred
momentarily then stilled once more. "So | get migl tomorrow huh?"

"Yes."

"That should be interesting," joked Xena. She ddser eyes with a grin on her lips.
She was in unbearable pain but she would still griknowing her soulmate wasn't to
far. Despite this wasn't the diversion she'd haahiimd.

Hercules watched the warlord's cold face and toa@ad her. "What's happened in
your past that's made you this way?"

"Rage," uttered the warlord.

The demi-god lowered his arms and walked aroundaserght side. He came around
and glanced at her back. He counted twenty-fivgowarks on her back. He
furrowed his eyebrows, reached up, and brushed sébiena's hair. "Gabrielle,
Amazon Queen," he read the tattoo. He pulled hisl lzavay. "Who is she?"

The warlord smirked and kept her eyes close. "Myosaand your demise."

"The Warrior Princess talking in riddles, how uragqu



Xena laughed half heartily. "It soon won't be alk&d" She sucked in a breath, for the
pain in her ribs suddenly came to life from thdieataugh.

Hercules narrowed his eyes, faced the jail doerginard opened the door, and he left.
Gabrielle stared at the dagger in the candlelight.

It flashed back at her. It was Xena's special datge she'd told Gabrielle about for
‘emergency' use. The dagger was silver with anl@srgn down the blade. And the
warlord mentioned it had been her brother's daggererous years back.

Now it was Gabrielle's dagger. So she knelt downendtanding next to the bed. She
sheathed it down in her right boot. Standing bazkshe saw Lux come in.

"Hey, little one.... | heard." Lux came into the tasfdwly. "How are you doing?"

The commander turned around and faced her fridind okay, Lux." She folded her
arms. "Thank you for coming." She shook her hebkihdw this fast pace stuff is
hard on you."

The cook chuckled and shrugged. "A cook needs to geed the men." He went
serious. "Is there anything | can do for you?"

Gabrielle shook her head. "I'm fine, thank you tyo

The older man sighed sadly. He came closer anduitithsking, pulled Gabrielle in
for a strong hug.

The small woman smiled faintly and hugged her ftiback tightly. "Thank you," she
whispered.

Lux smiled warmly when he pulled back. "Anytimelé&tone, figured you needed
one."

"Yeah," whispered the commander. "Alright, | needjb talk with my Amazons."
The cook nodded and moved out of the way. He falbabrielle out of the tent.

The small woman flashed a forced smile to Lux theaded to her Amazon's tent.
She went inside and found her two Amazons. "Contle me." The Queen ducked
out of the tent with her Amazons following behiceltwo ducklings. She headed
back to her hut and went inside.

Solari and Eponin folded arms and corked eyebradwiser Queen.

The Queen began pacing back and forth in her'tdny suggestions on getting Xena
out?"

Solari and Eponin glanced at each in question.

The second in command cleared her throat and gichpack at the commander.
"Um, Gabrielle?"



The Queen stopped pacing and faced her Amazonsatiéad."”

"Well, Ep and | were thinking." She folded her arfi&e should go down to the
prison tonight, check out the area."

Gabrielle nodded for the rest.

Solari placed her hands on her hips. "Then welleten idea of what the conditions
are like down there. Then tomorrow night we shaitdck the prison and break Xena
out. We can use the night as an element of surprise

The small woman nodded as her eyes lowered. Stetdewad the plan. "l like the
idea of checking the area out.” She sighed aretllifier eyes. "However, | don't like
the idea of attacking at night."

"But Gabrielle-"

"No," cut off Gabrielle. "The night would hurt usone than help us. None of the men
will know who the Hades they're fighting." She padis'Besides, | think it would be
better to our benefit to attack when they're takiega back to prison after the trial."
She folded her arms. "That's a better element npirise."

The two Amazons glimpsed at each other then redutimer attention to the Queen.
"Alright then," declared Gabrielle, "Tonight wevikit the prison and go from there."
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The commander tied her cloak on then grabbed h#ér She left her tent and came
near her Amazons. "Are we ready?"

The two Amazons turned around after putting thieiaks on. "Yup," answered
Solari.

"Let's go," ordered the Queen. She headed dowro#t out of the camp, and
towards the town.

Soon the three women were in Thessaly and scaanmud. They noticed few
people were up and about but still a fair amount.

"Let's find the court house," whispered Gabrielle.
Solari and Eponin nodded in agreement.

The commander looked to her right and wasn't watchihere she was gone.
Suddenly, she slammed into a large body. She stdidck and looked up. "Sorry,"
she said without realizing whom it was at first.

"It's alright," replied the man.

Solari and Eponin's eyes widened as their hands alssut to move to their swords.
But they stopped knowing better.

Gabrielle peered up and her face dropped. "You'Hercules?"



The large man folded his arms and nodded. "Yes'"gyles flickered back at the two
Amazons then back at Gabrielle. "And you are?"

The commander smiled with hidden anger. "Ephiny."
"Nice to meet you, Ephiny." Hercules held his haotl
The Queen was hesitant but took the man's large. han
They shook.

The small woman pulled her hand back like it stand she leaned against her staff.
Her right hand was holding tight to the staff.

"So, who are your friends?"

Gabrielle glanced back. "Solari and Eponin.” Sheigied. "We heard about the
Warrior Princess being captured.” She looked atties. "We wanted to see the
murderer's trial." She tilted her head. "Do youpg®pto know where the trial is being
held?"

"Of course, I'll show you."
"Wonderful."
The demi-god smiled briefly then turned and begatking.

The Queen glanced sidelong at her Amazons. "Hide fgathers," she uttered in
command. She walked briskly and caught up to Hescul

The Amazons tugged their cloaks closer then folthiwehind.
"So, where are you three from?"

Gabrielle stared ahead while replying, "Potida&hé furrowed her eyebrows. "Now,
how'd Thessaly get a hold of Xena? We heard youdiroher in."

"Yes," replied the demi-god. He nodded and addechptured Xena in eastern
Greece."

The small woman nodded and glanced around the"éihd Thessaly isn't concerned
that her army will come after her?"

"I doubt it," answered Hercules. He took a dee@tbre'The last second in command
she had almost slit her throat." He chuckled BelitiShe can't seem to keep a handle
on her men."

"Interesting,” murmured the commander. "Well, laph they'd still at least have the
prison heavily guarded.”

"They do, thankfully." The demi-god came to a stofront of a building. "Better to
be safe then sorry." He held his hand out. "Thighsre the trial will start tomorrow."

"And anybody is invited right?"



"Yes," answered the man. He lowered his hand. tAfseover with, I'll be leaving."
Gabrielle leaned against her staff. "Thank you veugh."

"Where is the prison?" asked Solari. She came toexér Queen. "I'm curious about
that."

Eponin chuckled and neared. "I'd be more curiowse®the harlot in her cell.”

"Follow me." Hercules turned and led the way. Hatautside of the city walls and
into barren open area of the prison. He walkedhepsteps, past the guards, and into
the prison.

The Amazon Queen was starting to breathe a ligda/y but managed to control her
anger.

The demi-gold led the women through the dark tditgbrison that was packed with
guards. He came near the end of the prison and faoe of the last cells. "Here she
is."

Xena had been moved from her position from eafNemw she was sitting on the
floor, her back against the wall, her hands shakctdgether, and her legs manacled to
the floor. She lifted her head with dark eyes whlea heard the new comers.

Gabrielle locked eyes with her soulmate. She aloaske in anger but Solari's soft
hand on her shoulder just helped her control ekergt

Eponin glanced up. "They've beaten her?"

"Sadly enough, yes." Hercules studied the bloodynded warlord. "One of her men
found her and the jailer tried to beat the inforerabut of her." He sighed. "Although
| think he was doing it out of pleasure more thaytling else.”

The weapons master nodded. "So, her army is near?"

Gabrielle was still staring at her soulmate in¢bB. Her eyes held promise of
freedom and of revenge.

The warlord nodded very faintly in approval.
"We don't know, honestly," revealed Hercules.
Eponin nodded. "Let's hope her army hasn't foumd he

Hercules said nothing as he stared at the beatendMarincess in the cell. Even his
eyes were tainted with sorrow and he couldn't wstdad that.

"Well," whispered Gabrielle, "I'm sure there woule quite the price for this if her
army found her."

The demi-god nodded. "There would be." He gland¢dbeathree women. "Seen
enough?"

"Yes," replied Gabrielle. "I've seen all I've negdeShe peered up at the man. "Lead
the way out."



"Of course." Hercules side stepped the women aadduback down the prison.

Gabrielle signaled her Amazons to go. She glanee#t to her soulmate. "You'll be
out of here tomorrow, Xena," she whispered. " ps@

Xena smiled a little with evilness. "I know, be efad."

The commander nodded. "Hang in there, love." Ske gasad smile and jogged down
the prison hall.

The warlord sucked in a breath from the pain inrtes. She dropped her head against
the cold stone wall.

Hercules came down the steps outside of the paadrturned around at the women.
"Well ladies, | have to be off." He smiled. "Havg@od night."

"We will," replied Gabrielle. "Thank you for youelp."
The demi-god nodded. "Goodnight."
"Goodnight,"” replied the three women and they wadichim head back into the city.

Gabrielle sighed in relief. "Let's go." She begaatking back into the city. "Let's go
find Amarice and Francis."

Solari and Eponin nodded together.
"I'd think they'd be in a tavern," said Eponin.

"They are," replied Gabrielle. "Jake told me thegtaying at the Sea Side Tavern."
She grinned. "Which means its near the port."

The Amazons chuckled and followed along side. Thesded for the port in searched
of the Sea Side Tavern of Thessaly.

Soon the group sought out the Sea Side Tavernrgrded inside. They scanned the
inside, looking for Amarice and Francis, but nodiee one table two people waving.

"That might be them." Solari pointed.

Gabrielle glanced that way. "Yup." She headedHertaible. "Evening, can we join
you?"

Amarice laughed deeply and nodded. "Definitely, Queen."
The three women sat around the table with Framzsfamarice.
"So, how goes the village life?" asked the commandih a smirk.

"Ha, ha," replied Amarice. She sighed and shoolhkad. "I take it you heard about
the trial?"

"Yes."

Francis cut in now. "Amarice and | are planningo"



Gabrielle nodded. "Good idea." She rested bacleirsbat. "Xena has a snowball's
chance in Tartarus of even getting a life senténce.

"What are the plans on setting her free?" askedriseguietly.

The Queen sighed and laced her hands together laghé Tomorrow at the end of
the trial, we'll attack and set her free." She pdusl want to get a hold of Xena
before they put her back in the cell. It'll be eashat way."

Francis nodded in agreement. "So, Amarice andlfallbw behind at the end of the
trial.”

"Yes." Gabrielle thought for a moment. "Soon asgeeXena, we're racing out of
here before the Thessaly militia doesn't have tor&op us.” She grinned. "Thessaly
will pay later when we come to conquer her."

The people around the table chuckled despite thewkhey should not have.
"We are having more detailed plans then that, ct?feasked Francis.

"Yes, I'll take care of that tonight." The commandessed her ankles. "Just be
prepared to head out. And we do whatever it talkget Xena back."

The others around the table nodded.
"Good." Gabrielle glanced at Solari and Eponin. "$tleuld head back."

"Yeah," agreed the second in command. She stoadthEponin. "Amarice, enjoy
the village life."

The young sassy Amazon growled. "Wait till | get fagthers back on."
Solari snickered.

The commander stood up with her staff. "AlrightkldShe grinned at Solari and
Amarice. "Be ready for tomorrow, Francis and Americ

"We will, with feathers flying," replied Amarice.

"And leathers," added the warrior. He grinned agldxed back in his seat. "Goodbye.
"Night you two." Gabrielle strolled off.

Solari and the weapons master gave a wave therethedd

~*Part 13*~

Amarice stepped in followed by Francis. She scarthednside of the courthouse and
then walked down the rows of benches. She went dmerrow and began to sit
while brushing her skirt forward.

Francis sat down next to her. He studied the famakt noticed the guards around. He
also noted the courthouse filling with numerousgdecAll of the people had cold
deathly expressions.

Now the judge came out and took a seat at the tieidd bench. Next followed out



the jury and who sat in front of the audience.

Next a side door opened and four guards camellowied by a fifth guard holding
chains, whom led in Xena. Four more guards follovmealfter Xena.

Xena was led up to sit at a booth in front of teegde. Her chains were locked to the
floor so she wouldn't get loose. Soon four guardsevgurrounding her while the
others spread out in the courthouse.

The warlord scanned the people and her eyes camastton Amarice and Francis.
"Gabrielle," she muttered in anger.

Amarice smiled shyly at the Warrior Princess.

Xena narrowed her eyes and looked away.

The Amazon leaned towards Francis. "l think wetrerg hear about this later."
"Uh huh." Francis grinned. "But be glad you're apart of the army."

"You have a point there," whispered back Amaridee Studied Xena's body and took
in all the marks of being beaten. "They really deathard."

"They did," said Francis sadly. "She doesn't evatica it though."
Amarice nodded and sat up straight.
"Queen Gabrielle, they've taken Xena into the dowse."”

The Queen nodded at Jake. "Thank you, get back Hret see when they take her
back to the jailhouse."

Jake nodded and left the commander's tent. He Hdzak to his post that
overlooked the city.

Gabrielle turned around. "Solari, Eponin, time #&org the plans out.”
The Amazons grinned and left the tent with theie@u
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Francis's eyes flickered to the right.

Hercules sat in the front row, watching the triéé had a stoic expression and kept
his eyes on Xena.

The warlord had a hidden grin in her expressiom. I8tew her future while the rest of
these villagers didn't. So that left her sittindher seat with her back straight and
pride in her stature.

The trial had been going on for a candlemark soXana's defendant had been
appointed, not that he was good but he was theré.naturally the trial was falling in
favor of the city's verdict. The jury was not abtwset Xena free nor leave her alive.
The trial itself dragged on for three solid canddeks before it was adjourned till



tomorrow. Tomorrow, the judged decided, would edhy the jury would give their
sentence.

Now, Xena was being unchained from the floor asgo@rds came around.
Francis lowered his head and nudged Amarice.
The Amazon nodded and stood with the warrior. 8ftealhe courthouse with Francis.

They headed directly back to their room in the tav&hey had plans to change into
normal clothes and prepare for the break out.
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Jake studied the courthouse from afar on the tdbeofedge. He spotted Francis and
Amarice leaving and he widened his eyes. "It's §\e stood up and broke off into a
run. He came into the camp and found Gabrielle e€puGabrielle!"

The commander whirled around. "Are they done?"

"Yes," replied Jake. He took a deep breath. "Angaaicd Francis just left the
courthouse at a jog."

"Alright, go get ready." Gabrielle faced her mels.éverything ready?" she requested
in a loud voice.

Eponin and Solari joined Gabrielle beside her. Tdreyw swords.
The fifty warriors all came together in rows in goiiment to Gabrielle's orders.

"Now, follow my orders preciously," yelled Gabrill"'When | give the signal we are
to rush the guards, free Xena, then burn the jagkdo keep the city busy. Is this
clear?"

The warriors nodded.

"Then light the torches." The Amazon Queen watah@derous torches come to life.
"One other thing." She paused and narrowed her 8yiisif you need to. | want
Xena back here," she said in conviction. "Let's efo%he turned around and took
Argo's reins from Solari. "Thanks Solari." She hashé&ponin her staff

"No problem." The Amazon helped hoist the Queemtgpthe saddle.

Gabrielle settled into the saddle, grabbed thesreind took her staff. She stayed high
on the horse and watched her warriors march ali€adne on." She kicked her
horse's sides into a trot.

The weapons master and Solari walked quickly bethadorse.
The warriors followed behind with the unsheathihgwords.
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Xena glanced around the city. She was led outetity walls. The prison was just
ahead. She scanned around the area, expectinguaSheurrounded by fifteen guards



and knew there were twenty more in the jailhouse.

Her chain was jerked and it sent a shot of painrdber wrist from being so raw. She
growled lowly but kept her pace up. She was in deteain but was ignoring it for
now. That and she hadn't eaten in a few days Bpt,sier body's energy level was
lowering by the candlemarks.
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Gabrielle sat high up on Argo, gazing down at dilpuse. Her eyes narrowed when
she saw her soulmate appear and being led byeadjulirds. She held up her free
hand momentarily then dropped it.

All the watrriors broke out in a scream and wentrgimg down the hill towards the
jailhouse.

The commander let her men flood by. She peered @dbwer Amazons. "Ready?"
"Definitely," replied Solari. She broke into a rdawn the hill with Eponin.

The Queen kicked her horse into a gallop for theopr She held tightly with her one
hand, her adrenaline peaking from the excitemestefything, and her right hand
grasped her staff tightly.

The fifty warriors crashed into the guards all figh.
The guards from the jailhouse came rushing out sstbrds. They came after Xena.

The jailer came out and stood on the top of thesstéStop them! Get Xena in the
jailhouse now!" he yelled.

The Amazon Queen was on the edge of the fightcayrang the scene. She saw her

soulmate on the other side and close to the priSbea.knew the guards were going to
get Xena into the jailhouse and hide in there. &the army wouldn't be able to attack
the prison with Xena in it. "Stop them before tlyey her in the jail'" she ordered. She
quickly dismounted with her staff. "Go girl!"

The mare whined and trotted off out of the way.

"Solari, Eponin!"

The Amazons reappeared beside their Queen withdswor

"We need to stop them from taking Xena into théhgise."

Solari nodded and grabbed her Queen's wrists.0Wwathe." She led the way.

Amarice and Francis came galloping, on horsebadkofthe city walls with their
weapons. They scanned the scene and saw what pasrinag.

Francis pointed his sword at the guards with X&hhey're trying to get her in the
jailhouse.”

"Then let's stop them," declared Amarice as shegelbinto the mass of fighting.

Francis shook his head with a laugh. He kickedhbise and spun his sword in the air



with a war cry.

The warlord kicked one guard, taking him down. Bettore she could fight more, she
was slammed over the head with a sword hilt. Sbargrd and fell to her knees.

A guard grabbed her under the arms and startedjidgager up the steps of the
jailhouse.

"Hurry up hurry up!" barked the jailer. "Get herhere, they won't attack then!"
The guards were being pressed back into the jaslag the fifty warriors pressed on.
"Stop them!" yelled Gabrielle as she fought offuaigl.

Solari and Eponin pushed through the fight withrtieen behind. They came near
the steps and saw them just dragging an unconiena in. "No!" yelled Solari,
whom was fighting off a guard.

"Get Xena!" screamed Gabrielle. "No!" She saw tlgatiing ready to close the large
metal door. "No!" she screamed with all her rage.

Francis came galloping through the fighting andpgenhoff his horse. He landed on
the empty steps. He raced up them with his swotdavbile seeing the door closing.
He put all his effort in and rammed his sword fordvat the guard closing the door.
His sword slipped between the door and cut thrdbglguard's stomach. He grabbed
the door and tore it open.

"Get her in the cell'" ordered the jailer. He raowah the hall of the jail with his
guards dragging Xena down the hall.

One guard sprinted ahead and opened the cell.
The two guards dragging the warlord, threw her in.

"Lock it, lock it." The jailer looked down the cador to see a warrior coming down.
"Stop him!"

A guard ran past with his sword.

"What are we going to do?" asked a guard in fear.

"Get the door closed!" ordered the jailer.

The two guards raced down the hall to try and lyeidoor closed.

Francis kicked a guard down the steps and turn&htwielle. "Queen Gabrielle,
come on!"

The commander came up with Eponin and Solari. "@&rto get Xena out."
"Don't worry, | have men going into the prison tb &ff the guards inside."

"Good." Gabrielle turned around and studied her.rnéey were over throwing the
guards and there were only a few remaining. "Thlkddst of the guards!" she
ordered. "Then protect the jail if the militia corh8he faced Francis. "Lead the way."



Francis nodded and went into the jail. He racedrdthe hall with Gabrielle behind
and the Amazons. He saw ahead fights going on leeittee guards and the warriors.
He came right up and rammed his sword into thedjsiaides taking them all out.
"Follow me men!"

Gabrielle stepped past the dead bodies and cam&ara's cell. She saw her
soulmate out cold on the floor still shackled. §rebbed the bars and shook them.
"Where are the keys?" she yelled. "Get me the deays!" she growled loudly.

One of the warriors rushed off.
"The jailer has them!" told Francis. "Find him!"

"Xena... Xena?" called Gabrielle. She was grippirglthrs tightly. "Come on,
Xena." She looked down the hall. "Where the Hadegsle keys!?"

Two warriors came racing down the hall with a nagtlof keys. "We got them!"
hollered a warrior. He threw them at Francis.

"Open it open it," said Gabrielle hotly.

Francis worked frantically to open the door. Hetlkapitching around with the keys
trying to find the right one. "Shit," he growledehtied another and turned the key.
He grabbed a bar and pushed the door open.

Gabrielle rushed in and knelt down in front of Xe8ae grabbed her lover's face and
lifted her head up. "Xena, come on. Wake up." Stshed back the bloody bangs.
"Come on, I'm here now." She turned her head sideltEp and Solari, help me."

The Amazons came in and knelt down beside her Queen

"Come on, Xena" whispered the small woman. "I ngmd" her eyes began to sting.
She leaned in a kissed her warlord gently anddakeblood. She pulled back in
hopes that did something.

The warlord groaned and opened her unfocused &yabrielle?"

The small woman smiled with sorrow. "Welcome bdoke." She kissed her lover's
forehead despite the blood. "Let's get you outenéli She glanced at her Amazons.
"Help me get her up.”

Solari and Eponin grasped Xena's arms and bedaaulcher up to her feet.
"Francis?" The commander turned around. "The keys."
Francis tossed the keys.

Gabrielle took them and knelt down. She tried tfzem finally succeeded in getting
the shackles off Xena's legs. Standing back upgsiitgbed the manacles and took
them off. Taking them she threw them to the fl@arning back around, she looked
at Francis and the two warriors. "Find me Xena'ape&s and armor then get out of
here."

Francis and the warriors nodded. They disappeaveah dhe hall on their mission.



"Alright." Gabrielle grabbed her lover's right aend brought it around her shoulder.
"Let's get out of here." She wrapped her right around her soulmate's waist. She
glanced to Eponin. "You got her?"

The weapons master nodded. "Yup."
The Queen nodded and head out of the cell withrSal#éhe lead.

Outside, the army had taken control of the jailleousl the guards dead along with
the jailer and they surrounded the prison. Amastoed on the steps watching over
things. She looked to the city wall and spottedfthessaly militia coming. "Oh shit!"
She looked through the door. "The militia is comiirghe screamed. "Hurry up,
Gabrielle!" Turning back around. "The militia arenging, slow them down!" she
ordered the men.

The warriors all faced the militia and preparedtfa next fight.

The leader of the militia glanced at the men. "Stegm! Don't let them free the
warlord! Attack!"

The militia broke up and charged the warriors.

Francis came rushing out, Xena's possessions oh ath the two warriors. "Stop
the militia!" He looked around for Xena's horse apdtted the mare. He ran over to
the horse and put the entire armor and weapongguoisiback. He took the reins and
led the mare to the steps of the jailhouse.

Solari came out followed by Eponin and Gabriellpmarting a beaten hurt warlord.
"Gabrielle." Francis waved and stood beside Argo.

"Let's get her on Argo," said Gabrielle. She wenwd the steps carefully and neared
Argo.

Francis, Eponin, Solari, and Gabrielle all helpeshX get on the horse.

Gabrielle then got on the mare in front of Xenae 8ok the reins and her staff from
Solari. "Xena, hold on tight huh?"

The Warrior Princess leaned against her soulmatesaaircled Gabrielle's waist.
"Burn it, Gabrielle."

The commander nodded. "Men, burn the jailhouse!"

The warriors with torches started throwing therctes at the jailhouse. And instantly
the jailhouse was ablaze.

"Retreat, retreat!" yelled Gabrielle. She raiseddtaff. "Retreat!"

The fifty warriors struck down their opponents thiked back down the road. Some of
the militia raced after them but the leader ofrfiktia screamed for them to return
and stop the fire.

The Amazon Queen glanced down at her Amazons.d@etf here."



Eponin and Solari nodded and ran off.

Gabrielle spurred Argo into a gallop for the ro8tie glanced back to see the militia
busy trying to stop the fire. She grinned. "Arget gs out of here."”

The mare whined while galloping down the road. &uae over the hill but came to a
breaking halt at seeing the person in the middhefoad.

"Hercules," whispered the commander. She stared aydd and shaking her head.
The demi-god stepped forward. "You must be Galexiell

The Amazon Queen dismounted with her staff raiSées," she said hotly. "Don't
stop me."

"l figured as much considering those women were Zaona with you. Put two and
two together last night with Xena's tattoo." Héeldf his hands. "l can't let you escape
with her."

"And | can't let you take her back," growled Galtei@as she circled the much larger
opponent.

Xena turned in her saddle, she grabbed her swlirdhd unsheathed it. She slowly
dismounted, sucked in a breath against the pathstapped up to Hercules. "Try me
Hercules... you really want me."

"Xena you're-"

"Get back, Gabrielle," growled the warlord. Sherspar sword and bent her knees,
preparing to fight. "Get on the horse, Gabriellegr eyes locked on Hercules.

The small woman neared the mare but never mouSteslwatched Hercules and
Xena circle each other waiting for the other to smakmove.

Hercules lunged forward first.
Xena jumped out of the way. And switched sides @lr@lattacked this time.
The demi-god fought back and was easily takingughger hand.

The warlord felt her strength fade fast from al #buse her body had been taking the
past days.

"Xena, you can't win."

The Warrior Princess growled and slammed her swgaihst the man's gauntlet.
"But | can slow you down." The last thing she wheu to let happen was have
Gabrielle be taken.

Gabrielle saw the bad odds. She dropped her gjafiist Argo and knelt down. Her
fingers curled around the dagger's handle andtsbd $ack up with the pin of the
dagger being extracted. Her eyes went cold andwlailke she stared at the man's
back. Hercules had brought all of this on her ard& There was a price to pay. Yes
a price for toying with the soulmates, the soulmatkthe greater good. The price
must be paid in full.



Hercules grabbed Xena's sword and jerked it fregurhped back giving it a good
twirl. He pointed it at Xena with a grin. "Give Up.

"That's not an option." The warlord kicked.
Hercules ducked then kicked back sending Xena obédmk.

The Warrior Princess moved quickly put stopped id motion when her own sword
tip pressed into her neck. Her broken ribs wereauing in pain and her body was
almost drained.

"Don't make me do this," said Hercules.

"Gabrielle, get on Argo," yelled the warlord. Hees flickered back to Hercules.
"Now or never, Hercules."

The demi-god shook his head faintly and raisedstherd high up. He was giving the
warlord a chance.

"No!" screamed Gabrielle. She raced forward withdegger.
Hercules started bringing the sword down.

Gabrielle came up behind Hercules, jumping on hikband she brought the dagger
around.

The dagger sliced through Hercules's chest anchistbeart.
The world stopped.
The world came back to life in the fastest rushreve

Gabrielle jammed the dagger in tighter with hersayght for she even felt the pain.
She jerked the dagger out and fell to her feet.

Hercules dropped the sword, crashed to his knlees,dn his side. He closed his eyes
and rolled onto his back as the blood oozed obhi®thest and his yellow shirt
soaked it.

Gabrielle stared at the bloody dagger in her hasls.started breathing heavily and
her eyes shifted to Hercules to see his chestsiogr The panic set in.

Suddenly a cloud covered the sun and it's shadibwfer Gabrielle and Xena but
never touched Hercules's dead body.

Xena stared at the scene of her soulmate holdmbltody dagger. "Gabrielle?" she
whispered with a cracked voice.

The small woman started crying and wiping the blaagy. "We gotta get out of
here, Xena." She frantically tried to wipe the lladf. "Get up, let's go," she said
with fear and shaky voice. "We gotta get out oeherwe gotta get out of here...
have to run," she kept mumbling between her sobs.

The warlord stood and took the dagger. "Get on Ar§be led her partner to the
horse and helped her up.



"We have to run," whispered the small woman asssdiged shaking in the saddle.
She watched Xena strap her staff against the saddle

The warlord hauled herself, with great pain, ifte saddle. She took the reins and
kicked Argo into a gallop.

The soulmates left the Legendary Hercules deddemlirt of the road. He'd be
mourned for by all even by Gabrielle.

Xena needed to make it to the army before sheps#th Ahead she saw the signs of
her warriors and she headed straight for them. @gmnito the camp, she pulled Argo
to a halt. "Men!" she hollered

Francis spun around and went rushing over wittwawarriors. He could tell Xena
was readying to fall.

Amarice, Eponin, and Solari raced over with worry.

The warlord tried to dismount but failed. Her bgdst shut down as she went
crashing to the ground.

Gabrielle started to panic again. "Get her up,JhtuBhe dismounted and almost fell
herself if it wasn't for her Amazons. "Hurry!" shelled.

Francis and the warriors all carefully lifted Xemaand carried her towards
Gabrielle's tent.

"Where's the healer?" demanded the commander.rit tha healer in my hut!" She
followed the men carrying Xena into her tent. Tkaagl her on Gabrielle's bed and
stepped back. "Where the Hades is the healer?dree@ Gabrielle.

"He's coming," retorted Francis. He held up the tiyp when the healer ran in.

Amarice came up beside her Queen. She graspedeBelbrshoulders. "Calm down,"
she whispered.

The Queen was breathing hard and shaking as slebedkthe healer work on Xena.
She folded her arms and only shook more. Her me&sacuddenly rushed in on her
from the last battle.

"Xena you can’'t-" The Queen was cut off.

"Listen to me Gabrielle..." Xena's words were low batd. "I can not look injured in
front of our men." Xena and Gabrielle both amblatd the Queen’s hut.

As soon as Gabrielle shut the door she turnedritedwdmate. "Let’s get that wound
taken care of."

The warlord stepped up close to her partner but &eertain distance. "Gabrielle, |
need you to understand something." Her voice wes dvad almost cold. "If either of
us are ever injured no matter the extent we camctat in front of our men. If we do,
our men will kill us for it." She paused. "Any onéthose men would die to be a
leader in this army."

The Amazon Queen narrowed her eyes. "Maybe in oy aut not in my Nation



Xena." She crossed her arms against her chest.@nifear us... fear you. My
Amazons are loyal." She shook her head. "And mglw | am going to the healers to
get my leg taken care of." Turning around, sheggdghe door handle.

Gabrielle slammed back to reality as the memorgapeared. She shook her head
and took a calm breathhave to be strongghe coached herself. She stopped her
shaking and came near the healer. "Will she bedkay

The healer shook his head while cleaning the woandsstitching them. "She's badly
hurt. I don't know... she may not live." He stoppedd moment, thinking it was
useless to continue.

The commander grabbed the healer's arm. "Saver fi#trstit your throat myself,” she
whispered in rage. "This is a real bad time tortedl she might die."

"I'll do everything I can," responded the healee.Wwknt back to work.

"Good, what can | do to help?" The Queen glancdeeaAmazons. "Let's help the
healer."

The Amazons nodded and came around the bed to help.
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The healer cleaned his hands with the rag. "ThHtthat can be done," he announced
to all the people in the tent. He held the ragtouabrielle.

The Queen looked at her hands still soaked in hlaadix of Xena and Hercules's.
She took the rag and cleaned most of the blood/itlfif shaky hands. She breathed
calmly and returned the rag. "Thank you," she saiderely.

The healer nodded and picked up his things. "l atrsare if she'll make it." He
shook his head. "She's falling into a fever to ffiglhthe sickness in her body." He
paused. "If she beats the fever by tomorrow therilshake it, otherwise..." he
trailed off.

"Fine," whispered the commander she nodded. "Tankagain."
The healer nodded and left.

The small woman glanced at Francis and the warti@aiscarried Xena in. "Thank
you all.”

Francis nodded. "You're welcome."

Gabrielle sighed. "Tomorrow... we'll break camp aeddhback to Seoirse." She
paused. "Get a wagon prepared for Xena."

"As you wish." Francis nodded his head at the weasriHe left with them.
The Amazons were silent.

The Queen said nothing and let the silence filltdm¢. She bit her lower lip. "Can you
three guard the tent for me?" she whispered. "Bléas



Solari stepped up and hugged her Queen tightly.
Gabrielle hugged back.

"We'll protect you both with our lives," whisperttte second in command. She
smiled sadly and left the tent to stand outside.

Eponin gave a hug next followed by Amarice. Thegntkeft and joined Solari
outside.

Gabrielle stared at the tent flap wavering thentah@ed to her soulmate. She neared
with a shaky body and heavy breathing. Reachingvithtred tinted hands, she
grasped Xena's hand. She studied her lover's fatkséened to the shallow
breathing. "You were almost killed, | broke you ofifail, and killed Hercules," she
whispered. "What has happened?" Her eyes stung.

Xena never shifted. Only small beads of sweattediwith red, rolled down her
body.

Gabrielle closed her eyes and dropped her head Baektried swallowing the lump
down. Tears rolled down her cheeks and she squeéz®ls hand tightly. "Please
come back to me, Xena." She sobbed with muffledwpeirs. "I need you more than
ever." She broke and fell to her knees. Her headplrd against Xena's hand that she
held. The pain, guilt, and shame took over. Shedanith such excruciating pain for
she just lost all her resolve, dignity and sanity.

Section 3 (Conclusion)
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Xena heard the faint sobs of her soulmate. Shettrigght the faintness and broke

through. She turned her head slowly while openergdyes. "Gabrielle?" she
whispered and squeezed the small hand in hers.

Gabrielle lifted her head off her lover's hand. Eges were red, her cheeks wet and
puffy. "Xena," she uttered.

The warlord just smiled and said, "Come here." @llked on her partner's hand.
The commander shook her head. "You're hurt." Hex frand wiped away the tears.
"Lay on me." The Warrior Princess's voice was qulateed you and you need me."

The small woman moved onto her soulmate. She laheee body gently onto the
warlord's.

Xena held her breath as zaps of pain shot throeghddy. She sighed once her lover
was on top of her body. "You'll be okay," she reasd.

Gabrielle rested her head on the older woman's eimelsclosed her eyes. "Xena-"

"Sssh, just rest.” The warlord closed her eyeslherknew she'd faint any moment. "l
love you, Gabrielle," she said before going under.



The commander closed her eyes tight while tealsd@own her cheeks. "I love you,
Xena." Her voice crack but being in her soulmate’ss left her feeling safe.

~*Part 14*~
"Are we set?" asked Gabrielle.
"Yes," answered Francis. "Seoirse is waiting fqr@seen Gabrielle."

The small woman nodded. "Destiny awaits us."” Sgkesl. "You lead the men today,
Francis."

"l will do my best." Francis bowed his head.
"Thank you," whispered the Amazon Queen.
Francis nodded and watched the small woman headmtee wagon.

In the wagon laid Xena, she was asleep and coweffeds. The three Amazons on
horseback surrounded the wagon.

Gabrielle got into the wagon. She placed her stafine side, then shifted behind
Xena. Carefully, she pulled Xena's head into hesalad rested her back against the
wagon.

Solari peered down at her Queen then her eyed hitel locked on Eponin.
The weapons master nodded and patted her sword.
Solari's eyes flickered over to Amarice.

Amarice wrapped her fingers around her sword'saitt pulled it up slightly. She
nodded.

The second in command nodded back then gazed ahead.
Francis sighed but walked in front of the men. '$ &ill out!" he ordered.
The fifty or so warriors began marching, headingkbaortheast.

Gabrielle lowered her head onto Xena's. She strdte scenery while the wagon
moved on. She swayed a little yet she didn't naticee her mind was leagues away.
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"How is she?"

The healer glanced at Gabrielle. "She'll makeng fl He smiled gently. "Thankfully,
she has an amazing healing ability."

"She's just plain stubborn." The commander huffeshtieaned against her staff.
"Thank you."

The healer nodded and left the soulmates' hut.

Gabrielle reached out and touched her lover's &rdhHer hand caressed Xena's



cheek, then she leaned down and kissed her sotdratehead.

Xena moaned softly and opened her eyes. Her wsamblurry yet it came around
slowly.

"Hi," said the small woman softly. "How do you feel
"A lot better," uttered the warlord. She moved vatgroan.
"You're fever is almost gone," mentioned the comaiean

The Warrior Princess closed her eyes and let leathrout slowly. "I know," she
assured. "It'll be gone by the morning, thankftlly.

Gabrielle grasped her lover's hand. "How do yoiossly feel?"
"Been better," joked the warrior.
The small woman chuckled but hardly.

"How about yourself?" The warlord squeezed the bhaadd. "You've suffered the
brunt of this escapade."

"I'm okay." Gabrielle nodded. "I wouldn't be if yateren't."
Xena nodded. "How are the men?"

"In order.” The commander sighed. "Tomorrow byé¢kening we should be joining
Seoirse again."

"Good." The older woman shifted again. "We neerktarn to our mission."
Gabrielle nodded. "First you need to get better."
"I'll be fine." The warlord blew it off. "I can'ly around in a sick bed much longer."

The younger woman sighed, knowing there was ngstggher lover. "Just be
careful.”

"l will," promised the warlord. She gave a smilelasked, "Go get something to eat,
| think I'm going to sleep more. Get this fever otimy system."

"Do you want anything?"
"I'll be fine." Xena grinned. "Mmm, come here."

Gabrielle leaned down and kissed her soulmateygentthe lips. She then lifted her
head a little. "You sure?"

Tll be okay, get something to eat."
The commander nodded and pulled the bed sheehevgrartner. "Sleep well, Xen."
"Be careful, love."

Gabrielle nodded and left the tent. She steppedtih@ sunset evening as her



Amazons came beside her.
~*Part 15*~

Xena slipped out of bed and took her leathersSifé tossed them aside and found
her ‘warrior' leathers. She put them on then puherbrass armor. Afterwards, she
found her weapons and placed them in their homemg3ver to the bed, she
caressed her lover's cheek. "Gabrielle?"

The commander moaned softly and opened her eyesadX she became instantly
worried.

"I'm okay," cut in the warlord. She grinned. "Gditte more rest and I'm going to get
the men up."

"Wait." Gabrielle started sitting up. "You're not-"

"I'll be fine," she cut off. "l can't play sick ampre in front of the men, especially now
that we're rejoining the rest of the army."

"Xena... please."

Xena sighed and leaned in. She kissed Gabrielleaaite. "I'll be okay, | promise."
She pushed her partner back down. "Go to sleep.”

"Damn it, you're stubborn,"” she mumbled.

The warlord grinned. "Got that right. I'll see ysoon." She left the tent and went in
search of food. Proceeding that, she got her arowing about.

~Fk ko

Xena sat high on Argo. Her lover sat in front of #addle, completely worn out from
the... adventure. She kept a strong arm around Glatgiaist.

The army had been marching all day and was nethvengest of the army.

Gabrielle had actually fallen asleep with the slber head against her soulmate's
chest.

The warlord would have objected to it but considgll that had happened, she was
not about to object.

"I didn't mean to kill him," mumbled Gabrielle.

The warlord looked down at her partner. She juatdhéhe words. She saw Gabrielle's
eyes close tighter in seeming pain.

"He was going to... to kill Xena," muttered the snvatiman. She breathed heavily. "I
had to stop him."

The Warrior Princess closed her eyes momentamiy thpened them again.

"It was... was for the greater good," whispered Galarin a tone of disbelief. "The
greater good... the greater good, | swear."



Xena ran a hand through her bangs then reached. &verwearily shook her lover.
"Gabrielle, come on, wake up."

Gabrielle jerked with a startle. She shook her heatllet the blurring leave her eyes.
"Gods... | had the worst nightmare." She shiftechm $addle and straightened up.

"Yeah?" The warlord drew her partner in close. "Whas it about?"

"I don't quite remember... but | know | was beinggad after my death."

The older woman stared ahead and swayed in théesd@Gabrielle, | am sorry."
The commander looked up; confused. "About what?"

"Hercules," she stated. "You shouldn't have kiled."

Gabrielle stared at the moving ground. "I coultet'him kill you," she whispered.
She looked up. "Nobody hurts you let alone killsiyas long as | am around.”

The warlord smile but lost it instantly becausehaf cost. Gabrielle's blood
innocence- the light. "It wasn't worth it."

"Yes it was, for you."

The Warrior Princess had no words. What could saagkay to something such as
this? Say to a young woman, such as Gabrielle Jasaher blood innocence by
killing a legendary hero of the greater good? Widnaild a person say? "Thank you,"
was all she could mustard in none sincere torsmuhded cheap.

The past has a tendency to haunt the future. Budélath had been done- Hercules
was no more. Only part of the price had been p&aa didn't want to know the rest
of the price, despite she knew what it was. Oh gbhdw she would pay her life to fix
this. To save Gabrielle... to save her soulmate fitoerprice.
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Seoirse looked up when he saw the warriors cormnglé smiled happily when he
spotted Xena and Gabrielle on Argo riding it. Bigt $mile slowly faded out. For he
now noticed Xena was a shade darker and Gabrigl®/swas gone. This was not a
joyous victory he would hear.

"Seoirse," called Xena.
The second in command jogged up and tried to stiwelcome back, my liege."

The warlord grinned. "Its nice to be back. How tniegs?" She pulled Argo to a halt
beside the man.

"In order of course." He grinned and gazed at thietqsabrielle. "How are you,
Queen Gabrielle?"

The commander nodded. "Okay, yourself Seoirse?"

"Quite well." Seoirse placed his hands behind hiskkand noted the men heading
into the camp. "What are the plans, my liege?"



"Back to Plan A," stated the warlord. "Conqueriagtern Greece."
Gabrielle stayed silent.
"Did things go well in Thessaly?" He dared not wimknow in the end.

"Could have been better." Xena dismounted now. ‘duid have been worse." She
turned to her soulmate.

Gabrielle dismounted with her lover's help. "Thahks
Xena smiled before getting her commander's staféke it the men are well rested?”
The second in command laughed. "Of course."”

"Good." The warlord faced Seoirse once more. "Toowmve travel in the late
afternoon."

"Back east?"
The Warrior Princes nodded. "Yes, we'll finish what started.”
Gabrielle peered up at her soulmate. "We are fitisg again, correct?"

"No splitting," agreed Xena. "We'll keep the arragéther and finish taking eastern
Greece. Is that clear, Seoirse?"

"Crystal, my liege."

Xena nodded. "Good, make sure the men are setitled i

The second in command nodded back.

Gabrielle ducked and entered the Amazons' tent "Hi

The three Amazons peered up and saw their Queen.

"Hey Gabrielle." Solari stood up and smiled. "Droppby?"

It was early evening and dinner had ended aboatfaoha candlemark ago.

"Yes." The Queen didn't have her staff, so sheefblder arms across her stomach,
and smiled. "I wanted to thank you three for alliiybelp.”

The Amazons smiled back.

"Anything for the Queen," stated Eponin.

Solari nodded in agreement. "Definitely."

Amarice grinned. "Yeah, | don't mind playing vilexgor the Queen."

Gabrielle chuckled but was still smiling. "Thankuyagain. | don't know what would
have happened if | didn't have your help."



The three Amazons sprung up and together gave@ueien a group hug.

The commander laughed and let herself be enguifeddomassive hug. Afterwards,
they let go of her and sat back down, except foaAoe.

"Okay, | think I'm heading to bed." The small wonsmiled at her Amazons. "Sleep
well."

"You too, Gabrielle," responded Solari.
Amarice gazed at Gabrielle. "Can | walk you backdar tent?"

"Sure," answered the commander. She strolled ovitrettent flap. "Goodnight, Ep
and Solari."

"Night," called the Amazons.
Gabrielle went out followed by Amarice. She stag#ent, as was Amarice.

They came to Gabrielle's tent and the young Amaaored to her Queen. "I'm sorry
about everything that happened." Her tone was gptilo

"It wasn't your fault, Amarice."

"l know, its just... none of it should have happehddhe young Amazon paused. "It
shouldn't have happened to you... nor Xena." Sheksheohead. "I wish | could
change it."

"I know what you mean," whispered the commandeutiBhat is done is done."
Amarice nodded. "We just have to be more care&hé smiled now. "Right?"

"Right," uttered the Queen. Gabrielle now realihed young friend had grown five
years older in these past five days. "Thank youaAoe. Its good to hear that."

Amarice chuckled a little then drew in her friemghtly.
They held each other for a long time.

The smaller woman pulled back slowly with a warmlemiThank you again,"
whispered the Queen. "Go get some sleep, Amarice."

"You too." Amarice flashed a smile then left. "Goaght!" she yelled while waving.

"Goodnight," called back the commander. She wenther tent and saw her
soulmate at her desk. She quietly came over appesliher arms around Xena's chest.

"Hi," greeted the warlord. She tilted her head bacé smiled.

Gabrielle lowered her head and kissed her lovelysorh the lips. "How are you?" she
asked after the kiss.

"Not bad, tired."

The younger woman nodded. "Yeah, me too." Sheddstechin on her soulmate's
head.



"I'm going to go check on the men." Xena stoodalip Ehe turned to her partner.
"Get ready for bed, huh?"

The small woman nodded without a word.

The warlord knew something was up. So she reaah@ahfd and picked Gabrielle
up.

The younger woman instantly wrapped her legs artvendover's waist and her arms
held tight onto Xena.

The warlord sighed sadly and neared the bed. Shiowsan then propped her boots up
on the edge of the bed.

Gabrielle dug her head down into her soulmate'stche

Xena lowered her head against Gabrielle's and toigulotect her soulmate with her
entire body from the world.

The Amazon Queen closed her eyes and relaxed prditective arms. She felt a
gentle kiss placed on her forehead and Xena'srBng@ning through her hair.

The pair stayed in that position for quite sometiMeither spoke any words because
it was too late for words. They could only reassteeother physically.

After awhile, Xena peered down at her lover. "Galbe?" she whispered.
Gabrielle lifted her head and gave a half smil@rig"

"Its okay." The warlord smiled and brushed backblbair. "Feel okay?"
"Yeah." The commander nodded before saying, "Gaolcba the men."

The Warrior Princess tipped Gabrielle's head upleaded down. Her kiss was
loving as it was long.

The smaller woman smiled at the end and then eladmgr legs from Xena's waist.
She stood up.

"I'll be right back.” Xena kissed her lover's foeeld before disappearing out of the
tent.

Gabrielle sighed and considered on whether sheaddotgo to bed yet. No, was her
answer. This led her to leave the tent and thewdh® somewhat. She came to the
outskirts of the camp and turned.

The full moon stood low in the western horizonyduld set in minutes. All of its
light poured over Gabrielle and made her glow ilaniily.

Xena had came back from checking on the men. Simt @ind her partner in the tent
and the deepest fear came to life in her that shedknown. Leaving the tent
quickly, she went in search of her soulmate.

Gabrielle glanced to her right, away from the maong saw Xena coming with the
darkness around her.



The warlord tilted her head while watching her swatle bask in the moonlight. Her
pace slowed down but she kept coming closer. Oneevas next to Gabrielle, she
just wrapped her arms around Gabrielle from the.sshe said nothing.

Gabrielle took one last glimpse of the setting mtwn she turned into her lover's
arms.

Xena pulled her in close.
Gabrielle cried softly.

Xena dropped her head onto her soulmate's headidm@rose from her soul and
caused two tears to run down either cheek. Shedalober eyes tightly against the
emotions.

The soulmates stood in the last rays of moonligén tslowly the bright moon
disappeared with its light diminishing till it wasgone. The soulmates were left in
the darkness.

The End



