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Section 1
~*Part 1*~

Xena leaned down to gently capture her partnesstiie kiss was long and loving.

Never had these kisses shown demand or a neednm tip forward. However they
both in their soul shared a great demand and simgjteced.

The watrrior lifted her head back up and smiledaofriend. "Be careful huh?"

Gabrielle nodded and let a smile slip into plac®ri't worry, I'll be with the
Amazons for just a week." She leaned against afft $Make sure you stay out of
trouble.”

Xena laughed and lowered her head close to Ga#sielllThat's my line.”

"Hardly warrior." Gabrielle turned around and walkaut of the tavern to come up
beside Ephiny. She turned back around. "Take dayewself Xena."

The warrior moved her head in agreement and leagaihst the inn's doorway. "In a
week I'll be in the village."

"Better be!" Gabrielle turned to Ephiny to see itbgent hoping onto her horse. She
was soon on the horse as well thanks to the regesip.

"Watch after her for me Eph."

The Amazon gazed over to Xena and winked. "No j@rob!



"Right!" Xena gave a grin.

"Hey!" Gabrielle squeezed her arms around Ephifm fiot that difficult.”
The Warrior Princess arched an eyebrow. "Just efudaGabrielle.”

"I will be." The bard gave a sad sigh. "You be éalreoo Xena."
"Definitely." The warrior gave a warm smile. "ldinly be at mother’s."
The Amazon Queen quietly laughed and turned baekaia in the saddle.
Ephiny turned her stallion around. "See you Xena!"

"Bye Eph." The warrior kept her eyes on her partner

Gabrielle turned her head around and gave a waiite ssnXena. She mouthed out, 'l
love you.'

The older woman's smile only became more wondevrfille she mouthed the same
words back. She watched her best friend disappgasfdhe village and out of sight.
She sighed sadly and turned to go back into théamather her own things.

Ephiny grinned and talked to her Queen. "l didnthk about you and Xena."
"Ephiny." Gabrielle shook her head with a grin.

"Ssso... what is she like in-"

"Ephiny." The Queen took a deep breath. "We havwe®h together... like that... yet."

"You're kidding me!" The regent laughed lightly. 6¥'ve gotta be kidding me. Why
not?"

"Because we're taking things slow." Gabrielle gawggh in this explanation she'd
have to do.

"There's something | am missing here." Ephiny tdrner head sidelong. "Xena nor
you are slow pace people.”

"I know." The bard went serious. "But Xena andVéaeen through a lot lately and
we wanted to take it slow. For each of our owntydfe

"Mmm, understandable.”" However a grin took contfoEphiny's lips. "So how long
have you two been... going out?"

Gabrielle laughed and shook her head. "Nine ddgser candlemarks, and thirty-five
minutes."

That did it, the regent fell forward laughing, wihimade the horse stop walking. "Oh
gods, that's the cutest thing."

Gabrielle let go of her regent and glared at thea2om's back. "Look, move it
regent." She gave a small grin. "Or | won't telliyamymore."

"Oh there's more?" Ephiny straightened up. "I'nmosesrnow.” She kicked her horse



into a fast walk again. "Ssso..."

"Well..." Gabrielle's face brightened up to go ibard mode about her new
relationship with Xena. She became completely insein her past days with the
warrior.

It had all began on the night Xena and Gabrielkrdged Hope and her son in
longing to never deal with Dahak again. After tlag fiinished staring at the lifeless
bodies of Hope and the Destroyer they buried thedwveent into the bard’s home.
And well, since that night in Gabrielle’s home tgrhad changed between the
warrior and bard. They'd slept in Gabrielle andalsiroom in the separate beds.

Lila had decided to sleep in the guestroom fomiigat. She didn’t know exactly what
happened between Gabrielle and Xena but she kneughrthat they should be alone.

Gabrielle flopped down on her bed and heard Xeosedhe door behind. Her head
fell into her hands as she moaned lightly. "Oh gdtiulst was crazy." She ran her
hands through her hair and looked up with tiredness

The warrior moved in the small room to sit on Lslded. "It was," she agreed with a
deep breath. "Thank you Gabrielle."

The bard furrowed her eyebrows. "For what?"
"Coming back, fighting to come back."

The smaller woman took a long breath and slowkyaséd it. "l don't feel like | did
anything Xena." She shook her head. "l owe so nhoiglou."

"You listen to me." Xena leaned forward closer ¢o fiiend. "You don’t owe
anything to me. Do you understand me?"

Gabrielle faintly nodded with sadness. Then shespéried, "Then why do | feel like |
do?" Her eyes lifted to Xena. "l took so much frgou... from us."

The warrior shook her head. "That’s crap.” She éab&way then back to Gabrielle.
"We've been through a lot... the both of us Gabridllee both learned so many
lessons these past months. We paid a lot for weat/@nt through. It is over and we
both need to let it go."

The younger woman nodded. "You're right." She sthdadly. "There is one thing
I've come to learn that | would like to tell you."

Xena smiled warmly. "What's that?"

Gabrielle smiled lovingly and reached out with bb#r hands. She carefully took
Xena's larger hands and studied them for a montéarteyes lifted up to the
warrior’s soft eyes. "l am trusting you with my $éor now on Xena." She shook her
head as her throat tightened. "I can not... | cammate it in this world without you.
So wherever you go Xena | will be going with youaloin't care where we go. | just
know | need to go with you."

Xena studied her partner while repeating the sapaech in her head over again. Her
thumb now began to rub against Gabrielle’s haridshd tried now to push Gabrielle



away she would never win. Gabrielle would nevelkmagay, that she knew. "Be
careful with that Gabrielle. | could lead you takizess."

"I don’t care." The bard squeezed her partnersihdrdon’t care as along as it's with
you." She smiled sadly. "Don’t ask me not to gadhwjibu Xena. | can’t make it in this
world without you." She faintly grinned. "I signeg to be your partner for eternity."

The warrior smiled warmly. "Gabrielle?" Her smilemt sad and she lifted her right
hand to her friend’s cheek. "Don’t ask me to lead §o your possible death."

The bard let her head rest into her best frieraligh. "I want to be with you Xena."
Her eyes shut while her right hand came up toagainst Xena'’s. "Don’t leave me
after everything."

The older woman took Gabrielle’s hand again alortg tver other. Xena moved to
stand then kneel down in front of Gabrielle, she ege level with Gabrielle.
"Gabrielle?"

The small woman opened her eyes to study diratttyher partner’s sky eyes. "Xena,
| love you."

Xena smiled lovingly. "I know, | know." She movedrthands with Gabrielle’s into
her partner’s small lap. Carefully she leaned ikiss her partner on the lips carefully.
Then she pulled back with her smile never losiaglépth. "I love you too."

Gabrielle felt herself blush a little, that versioihlove coming from Xena'’s lips were
different. It meant more and held more depth. H@vévmade a warm smile ease
across her lips then she slowly leaned in to geagly Xena. Her kiss was timid
because it was something new to her. And timid bseahe was still hurting inside
and she knew her partner was as well. Howeveredha fire come to life deep in her
soul, a fire soon she wouldn’t be able to ignordli®y back she leaned her head
against Xena’s. "Xena?" It was low whisper of need.

"Sshh." Xena stood up with her best friend. Reaghiehind she unhook her sword
and chakram throwing them on the bed behind Gaéri€arefully the warrior pulled
the other woman in with protection.

The bard buried her head into Xena'’s neck and dlbse eyes. She felt safe. Next
thing she found was herself being lifted off theofl and laying on top of Xena’s
body. Gabrielle wrapped her arms around Xena alubitiggt.

Xena wrapped her legs with Gabrielle’s while kegpame arm around her friend’s
waist the other hand was behind Gabrielle’s headnlng up she placed a kiss to the
small female’s head. Resting her head back dowth@pillow, she shut her eyes.

Soon the two women went to sleep from the long diagy slept hard and long in
each other’'s arms and warmth. By that morning these up late. And when they
awoke they didn't leave the room right away. Indtdeey spent the rest of the
remaining time together alone, talking about tihel@tionship.

Xena sat back up against the headboard. Her baats olf and her legs propped up
in front of her body.

Gabirielle on the other hand was at the foot obi@ with her own boots off and



sitting cross-legged. "Slow, definitely."
The warrior nodded with a smile. "That's what Iurgd."
The bard quickly glanced up. "Is that okay with 96u

"Definitely." Xena let a smile take her lips. "Werdt need to rush this Gabrielle."
She took a deep breath. "Still have to get ushdodea."

Gabrielle nodded with a small smile. "That’s whatds thinking." She quietly
laughed. "Gods, the last time | got involved ired relationship the person ended up
dead." She lost her smile. "You sure you want téhisonow Xena?"

The Warrior Princess raised and eyebrow. "Sure&sl positive the first time | met
you Gabrielle." She grinned a little. "I think Ircéend people off."

The younger woman snickered. "To say the leasi"'tBén went series. "First time
you met me?"

"Yeah." Xena smiled warmly. "In the grove."
Gabrielle’s lips shaped into a grin. "The samenfer."

"Ohh?" The taller gave a cat grin. "Wish I'd knoivB8he immediately saw her friend
blush deeply and the warrior chuckled lightly. "Hsme here."

The bard was hesitant for a moment but moved wlgrdo her best friend’s arms.
She leaned her back into Xena’s warm body andgfelhg arms come around her
stomach.

The older woman took Gabrielle’s hands and redtethton the bard’s stomach. Xena
propped her legs back up. "Comfortable?"

"Oh yeah." The small female sighed happily andecksier head against Xena’s right
shoulder. "Thanks Xena."

"Mmm?"

"For finding me." Gabrielle shook her head. "I wasried you really thought | was
dead." She took a long breath. "l just can’t bedigau tried to search me out.”

The warrior thought before replying to that. "l alyg will. You would have done the
same for me."

The young woman chuckled quietly. "I don’t quiteoknabout that. You went through
some rough things to try and find me."

"l did." Xena smiled. "And I'd do it again... for ydu

"Thank you." Gabrielle turned her head up to capXena’s lips in a light kiss.

"Here we are... finally." Ephiny hopped of her hoasel turned around to her Queen.
Gabrielle easily climbed off the horse and recoddrer staff from the saddlebag.

"So that’s the whole story?" The regent had hedbkam her hips.



"Yes." The bard grinned and leaned against het. Shdthing... sexual.”

Ephiny sighed and shook her head with her handspalng. "You know, | was
expecting you to tell me some wild tale." She amldeer to the horse to take the
reins. Her feet carried her through the Amazondot@wvards the village. "That was...
boring." She smirked over to her friend.

"Right." Gabrielle shot back a grin. "I know youdi it interesting Eph."
"Actually I do." The Amazon let out a sigh. "Xenancbe surprising.”
"How you figure?"

"I don’t know." Ephiny shrugged her shoulders.u$t never thought of her as the...
slow pace kind of woman. More like jump into thelsat the first chance.”

"Ephiny?"
The Amazon turned her head to the Queen.
"She isn't a warlord."

"I know... | know." The regent quietly laughed. "ljisst still... she’s a warrior and
well..."

"She’s changed Eph." Gabrielle shook her head avgmug look. "You can’t back
yourself up.”

"l guess not." The regent laughed and shifted tiention to her walking again. "Still
| would have thought... ah centaur butt hair... | giye" She gave a dragged out sigh
with a shake of her head.

~k ik Kk
Xena pulled her mare to a slow walk as she eniatedhe familiar village.
Argo walked up close to the tavern and stoppecetiveth a whine.

The warrior patted her war-horse’s neck and disrtexiriStay here girl." She walked
into the tavern and gazed around. "Mother?"

The kitchen door opened with a creak and a shadkidnd white haired woman came
ambling out. "Xena?"

The Warrior Princess gave a warm smile. "Mothés,gbod to see you."

"How have you been?" The older woman pulled heghgar in for a tight embrace.
"Well," responded Xena with a hug. "You?"

Cyrene pulled back with a warm smile. "Better... row.

The warrior’s lips spread into a warm smile. "Thaok."

"It's good to see you." The innkeeper however satidead a confused look.
"Where’s Gabrielle?"



"Gabrielle actually went to the Amazon Nation tketaare of some affairs.”
"Been good Solari?"

The second in command evilly grinned. "In what fashmy Queen?"
Gabrielle quietly laughed. "Both."

"Oh... | have been... but only in one fashion."

The regent glanced over and lightly glared to leepad in command.

Solari snickered and smiled back to Gabrielle.

The bard nodded and glanced back to her food. Uidbér details... please.”
Solari laughed and sat back while continuing toheatdinner.

Ephiny gave a long drawn out sigh as she finistexddmner in the food hut.

That evening had been rather quiet. Both the regieshiQueen tired from the travels
of the day. Yet, Ephiny had huge plans to make thaethere was a celebration for
the Queen’s returns. But that wouldn’t be till tamoov night, ample time to prepare
for a good Amazon bash.

Soon the night came and Gabrielle was in her legpshg deeply. During that deep
sleep her dreams came to her in riddles. Riddissiboke to the bard of a beautiful
woman of northern lands.

This woman was not of Greece and held a deep Galtient that could be traced to
possible Britannia or maybe Gaul. Gabrielle cowtibe quite sure about that detail
for she was not good with dialects. However sheeidember that in the dream this
Celt was a warrior with long majestic red hair aegp green eyes. Different scenes
would flash to Gabrielle of this woman repeatealyisg her life in one fashion or
another. By the morning when the Queen arouse slsdeft in mystery of this
woman for this Celtic warrior seemed so real ta klemce this left Gabrielle through
the next day trying to understand the curious dream

~*Part 2*~

Xena stood on the porch of the tavern in the eadyning, she felt the light breeze
kiss her cheeks. She slowly lifted her mug of teand carefully drank. The mug
lowered but the warrior’s sky teemed eyes stayedeu on the village around.

The village itself was quiet on this early dawneTdnly thing rising with the sun was
the small thin patches of fog. Quietly the floortsacreaked as they held another
form that exited the tavern.

"Morning."
A smile tugged on Xena’s lips. "Morning mother."r®ice held hints of sadness.

Cyrene peered up to her daughter and studied bélepiShe’d taken into



consideration about Xena’s lack of attempt to tdlkut Gabrielle. For fear if Xena
talked of Gabrielle it would say something andathered the innkeeper. Although at
the same time she was concerned about the faatatr®r neglected to speak her
thoughts on Gabrielle. So being the mother thaistshe acted as that mother. "You
miss her."

The tall woman took a long deep breath and lefihgers curl more around the warm
mug. "Yes."

The tavern owner turned her sights away. "You hawpoke of Gabrielle since |
asked about her."

"True." Xena lifted the mug to drink from it.

Cyrene lifted her arms against her chest. "l catetstand that." A sigh freed from her
as she added more. "It's hard without your... otledf.’h

Very gradually sapphire eyes lowered to the innkegpth hidden surprise.
The mother smiled up to her daughter. "l just kntema... I'm a mother."
A fine smile creased Xena’s lips.

Cyrene mirrored the smile and turned her eyes fatwi&low long?"

The watrrior lifted her mug to her lips but spokédoe drinking. "Nine days, eighteen
candlemarks, and fifty-seven minutes... and thirtg-seconds as of... now."

The mother quietly laughed with an amused smilgiptaon her lips. "That serious
huh?"

"Very." The Warrior Princess swallowed the warm ded peeked into it to see most
of it gone.

The innkeeper had a serious look on her face astahed over the town. "Slow or
fast?"

"Slow... and we both agreed to the pace." Xena took@ drink and lowered the
mug.

Cyrene moved her head in approval. "Good." She dwgva sigh. "You both were
made for each other."

Xena's eyes flickered over to her mother.
The tavern owner smiled but didn’t look up. "Tros dear, | know these things."
The warrior quietly laughed and lifted her teaitosh it off. "A mother knows best."

"Yes she does." The older woman’s expression wasuseall over again. "How is
Gabrielle feeling about all of this?"

"Very excited." The warrior crossed her arms owardhest while holding the dry
mug. "She almost refused to go to the Amazons."



"And you convinced her otherwise?"

"Yess." Xena took a deep breath. "Be good timén&rto completely consider the
relationship."

"Xena..." Cyrene glanced up to her child. "If youtrging to get her to reconsider it
won’'t work." A grin took over her lips. "The longgou’re away from her the closer
she’ll come to death... as will you." She winked.stance makes the heart grow
fonder.” With that Cyrene strolled away and badk e tavern.

The warrior out of the corner of her eyes saw hether disappear. Slowly her
attention went to Amphipolis again. And so gradpalkatisfied and happy smile
crept along Xena'’s lips.

~Fk ko

After Gabrielle risen from bed and left her hutrthigphiny instantly hunted her down
for talking.

The regent questioned her friend about how to gaathe affairs with the Amazons.

These affairs dealing with treaties with surrougdiiilages and the centaurs. Nothing
to lose sleep over but non-the-less were quit@gsriAll these treaties were coming
to their expiration dates and need renewal andigessew terms.

As of now, Ephiny and the Queen stood in the ceuitdne village. Ephiny to the
bard’s right talking in her ear. Gabrielle howeweas staring across in the village with
half her attention on the regent and the otherdralier thoughts of Xena.

"Gabrielle?"

"Yeah?" The bard turned her head to Ephiny.

"Did you hear anything | said?" The regent crods&darms against her chest.
"Sort... of." Gabrielle gave a sheepish grin.

With a sigh the Amazon asked, "Want me to repeaetify/

"You better." The Queen went serious and facedrlesrd, as she tried to focus.

"Okay, first we should speak with the centaurs..phify started chatting away with
her ideas but stopped as she noticed Gabriellpayotg attention. "Now what?"

The small bard shook her head. "Ephiny... who isZhbler face held a mix of
surprise and fear.

The regent turned and gazed in Gabrielle’s directidvho?" She pointed at a passing
female. "Her?"

"Yes," was Gabrielle’'s whispered response. "Whshis?"
"That's Joan." Ephiny glanced at Gabrielle. "Why?"
"She... she..." The bard shook her head. "She lookstlgXke the woman from my



dreams."

The Amazon’s face lit with an evil grin. "She’semerybody’s dreams since she’s
arrived here."

Gabrielle corked an eyebrow at her friend. "l davetnna know." She sighed. "Since
she’s arrived? She isn’t an Amazon?"

"No... no." Ephiny shook her head and turned henatiae to the woman, Joan,
watching her shift through the village. "Joan...rah Gaul. She quite literally
stumbled into our territory."

"Gaul?"

"Yesss." Ephiny put her hands to her hips. "Sheahasautiful dialect... Celtic. The
weird thing is the accent sounds more Britanniam tGaelic."

The Queen stared at the fairly tall woman thatlbad flowing bright red hair and
forest green leathers on. "She is pretty."

"Very... and her accent only makes her more deadly beauty."

Gabrielle quietly laughed but went stern while tnghher eyes to Ephiny. "How'd she
come into our territory?"

"She came in stumbling... drunk off ale."

The bard’s head bobbed while she watched Joan ahmolegh the village and out of
the gates. "I'll have to talk to her."

~k kK
"Wahoo!" Eponin laughed and fell to a seat besieleQueen. "How's it going Gab?"

Gabrielle sighed knowing her Amazon was heavilynértonight. "Fine Ep, how are
you?"

"Just wonderful." The weapons master leaned agharsQueen. "How you feeling
Gabrielle?"

"Almost perfect Ep." The bard turned her head amthgd.
"Really?" The weapons master corked an eyebrowythng | can help with?"
Gabrielle bit her lower lip. "No... no." She patteer Amazon’s knee. "I'll live."

Ephiny strolled up to the group by the fire witmag of wine. "You causing trouble
Ep?"

"Me? Nah!" The weapons master smiled. "Just tryinfigure out who to sleep with
tonight.”

The regent choked on her wine, she coughed, arfeéhithest. "Well... if you're
hoping for your Queen, she’s taken."

"Since when? And by who?" Eponin looked betweeniigpand the Queen. "You



Eph?"

"Oh no... no." Ephiny shook her head and sat dowtherground in front of her
friends. "l have Solari.”

Eponin chuckled. "How could | forget?" Now she glad between Gabrielle and the
regent. "You know what | never could understand?®® Sighed and mumbled out, "I
couldn’t... couldn’t understand how the two most lgalnwomen can travel with
each other but not... not be sleeping with each dther

Ephiny grinned. "You talking about Xena and Galbe/#|
"Of course | am!" Eponin faced Gabrielle. "Why&t? Is Xena blind or something?"
The bard bit her lower lip again. "I don’t know whigis Ep. Strange huh?"

"It's messed up!" The weapons master gave a drawsigh. "Why don’t you just
jump her Gabrielle?"

Gabrielle’s eyes widen. "Oh god, that’s the wonsage."

"Oh come on, | would." Eponin grinned and drank sanore of her port. "What's the
risk?"

The regent grinned up to the weapons master. "Ep?"
"Yeah?" Eponin turned her head to her friend.

Ephiny evilly grinned. "Ep, do you like your swor®® you like your mask?" She
paused. "Do you like your face?"

The weapons master sheepishly grinned. "That's.trix&na would do that."
"My point exactly." Ephiny drank more of her wine.

Eponin drank more of her port and furrowed her eye&b to Gabrielle. "Not
drinking?"

Gabrielle shook her head. "Trying to quit... thartksugh."

The weapons master chuckled. "Never the true Ama&ire smiled warmly. "Gotta
love it."

"What's happening over here?" Solari stood witimalé sway in her stance.

"Just talking about how Gabrielle should jump Xéfgphiny patted the ground
beside her.

"Really?" The second in command sat down besidedyemt. "l gotta hear this." She
lifted her mug of wine to take a long drink. "Soat/s the tactic on how to jump
Xena?" She glanced up between Eponin and Gabrielle.

"There is non." Gabrielle laughed and shook hedhé&a surrounded by three drunk
Amazons... this is not good. Where are you whend y@e Xena?

"You know..." Eponin’s lips slipped into a grin. "ebl could jump Xena."



Gabrielle arched an eyebrow very high. "Right."
"No really." The weapons master turned her heabledueen. "l could.”
"l guess she doesn't like her face,”" mumbled Ephiny

Solari laughed. "I'd love to see that!" She toatkeep breath. "And in which way
would you jump her? Sexually or just... hop off albung to knock her to the
ground?"

"Either." Eponin shrugged her shoulders. "Jumpgg jumping."
"I'd love to see you try Ep." Ephiny shook her heékhere’s no way."

The weapons master narrowed her eyes. "l bet ! &ne turned her head to her
Queen. "When’s Xena coming?"

Gabrielle shrugged her shoulders. "In six daysodr She reached out with her right
hand to the weapons master’s shoulder. "I suggestign’t jump her... as Eph said,
you won't have a face."

Eponin rolled her eyes. "I can handle Xena."
The bard groaned and dropped her hand. "Alright."

Solari laughed and shook her head. "And nobodytehiXena about this. | wanna
make sure Ep does this all on her own."

Eponin glared at the second in command. "Don’t wdrdon’t cheat."

"Oh that’s not what | am worried about."” Solarined her head to the Queen. "I'm
worried about Xena'’s little partner there sayingisthing."

Gabrielle batted her eyes. "Me? Never!"

"Right." Ephiny quietly laughed. "I'll keep tabs our Queen.”
The bard huffed. "Now I'm getting a babysitter."

The regent quietly laughed.

Eponin took a long deep drink. "So it's a bet. jilnp Xena... | don’t have patrol
duty for a week."

"And if you don’t?" Solari’s expression went smigou get patrol duty for a week
straight.”

"Sounds good to me." The weapons master grinnésla'deal.” She stood up and
almost fell back down. "I'm gonna go find somebadleep with... excuse me." She
stumbled away.

"Try Joan!" Solari called off.
"I like my face Solari!" Eponin answered back.

Gabrielle sighed and stretched her legs out. "Sh&'going to have one once Xena



gets her."
Ephiny glanced up and had a sad look. "Maybe ytiebtell Xena."

"I might actually.” The Queen sighed. "Gods onlpWws what Xena will do if
somebody jumps her from behind."

Solari chuckled and asked, "What would she do Ep?"

"Nothing on purpose Solari." The bard turned hexd® the second in command.
"Xena’s... reactions and self defense are... high gtfun

"True." The second in command chuckled. "Well... &sEp’s problem."
~*Part 3*~
Gabrielle dropped her head back over the chairis"iBhsssso boring."”

Ephiny quietly laughed and patted her Queen’s &Buorry, Gabrielle... has to be
done and only the Queen can sign."

"I know." The bard sighed. "l hate treaties I'veciied."

"Well... maybe you can take a break." The regente feased with a grin.
"I think I will." The Queen stood up. "Not like leled my regent’s approval.”
A laugh escaped from Ephiny. "True. Don’t be togdn

"Nah." Gabrielle took a deep breath and grabbedtadt from the wall. "I think I'll
talk to Joan... go for a walk."

"Good idea." Ephiny stood up. "I think I'll get senearly lunch.”
"How’s the head?" Gabrielle opened the door tahile

"Still throbbing."

"But worth every moment of it huh?"

The regent had an evil grin. "Oh definitely."

The pair left the hut and went in separate dir@stio

~Fk ko

"Dear why don’t you come in and get some lunch?e@g stood on the porch wiping
her hands. "You've been on that project since setiri

"And I'm determined to get it mother." Xena grinngown at her mother.

The innkeeper chuckled and kept her eyes pinndteodaughter on top of the roof of
the stable. "The roof can stand a lack of atterfitora candlemark."

The warrior grinned. "Alright.” She came to thefte@dge and leaped off to do a
backflip and land on her feet. "You said lunch?"



Cyrene shook her head. "Yup, come on dear." Shkegahto the inn.

Xena only wore her leathers and boots but now aunihe steps to go inside of the
tavern.

Cyrene sat with her daughter at a table eatinget qunch. She took a deep breath.
"When are you going to get Gabrielle?"

The Warrior Princess peered up. "In six days."

The innkeeper nodded and asked, "What is she dathghe Amazons?"
"Renewing some treaties with local tribes and gaia."

"Ah... sounds like a bore."

Xena quietly laughed. "That's why I'm not therelieSgrinned. "That's Gabrielle sort
of thing."

"l hope that'’s the only thing she’s doing dear."

The warrior nodded. "Me too." She sighed a bitwd@he can get herself into
trouble."

"So you're from Gaul?"
"Not originally Queen Gabrielle."
The bard glanced up. "Where you originally fromrigia

The warrior took a deep breath. "Northern Britaringhe sadly smiled to the Queen.
"I was born in Britannia but me parents were kildaen | was rather young. So | left
Britannia and went to northern Gaul and joined Hi€elan."”

Gabrielle nodded a few times and looked arountiénforest as they walked. "I've
heard of the Celtic clans there." She turned hadlte the Celtic warrior. "Which one
you belong too?"

"I wasapart of Teufates clan... the god of war." Joan gasgh. "It was a guid clan
but | was hattered to death.”

"Hattered?"

Joan quietly laughed. "Hattered... uh bullied... peused. Sorry, | keep forgetting
about me dialect.”

The Queen chuckled. "It's alright. So your clansgeuted you?"

"The clan..." Joan shrugged her shoulders. "The Brulinother sigh. "Me clan said
| needed to seek revenge for me parents’ deathisdidn’t want to do that. It's the
way the clan works but it went against me own ner8b | left but the clans words
plagued me."



"So is that why my Amazons found you drunk?"

"I'm afraid so." Joan stopped walking and ran hghtrhand through her red curly
hair. "How about we take a saet?"

The bard arched an eyebrow. "A seat?"
"Yes." The Celt chuckled and walked over to a logit down.

Gabrielle shifted to sit beside her. "So you haddaa about where you were
headed?"

"Not really lass."” The Celt warrior sighed and ¢couned. "When | left the clan |
started drinking myself silly... I don’t know if youwé even drunk to excel. But you'll
black out and I did and started just wonderingulfothe countryside until | ended up
here." She sighed. "l fainted on the edge of yeurtory and a few of your Amazons
took me in." She paused. "When | finally came atbudidn’t remember how | got
here but your regent, Ephiny, told me." She shrdgtfgeen here since... Ephiny
welcomed me here."

"I'm glad you..."
"Fainted in your territory?" Joan suggested.

The Queen quietly laughed. "Came to our lands."s®hiéd warmly. "You're
welcome here as long as you want Joan." She wantise"Do you know what your
plans are?"

"Afraid not Queen Gabrielle."
Gabrielle placed her hand on the taller woman’skt€all me Gabrielle.”

"Alright.” Joan smiled warmly and took a deep binedThey told me you only come
here every now and again."

"Yup." The bard nodded. "I'm a... traveling bard."H&nd left the warrior’'s knee.
"Now that must be a real scary lifestyle lass."

"Not really." Gabrielle grinned. "I have a... guamliaA chuckle escaped her lips.
"Actually a partner.”

"Really?" Joan furrowed her eyebrows. "Who is that?
"Xena, she’s a warrior."

"Xena?" The Celt warrior furrowed her eyebrows. tivfoean... the Warrior
Princess?"

"The same." Gabrielle nodded.
"I've heard of her... the Destroyer of Nations or sthing."

"She retired from that job." The bard’s lips spr&#d a grin.



Joan laughed and shook her head. "So what doetoshawv?"

"Well... we travel around and fight for the greateond."

"Hmmm, that must be a big switch for her ay?"

Gabrielle stood up with her staff. "It definitely.i. she’s good though."

"l can imagine... I've heard stories." The warriaad up as well. "So what brought
you back here?"

"Treaties." Gabrielle sighed and started walkiglot of them are up for renewal...
Xena will be here in about six days." She grinnpdaithe other woman. "I'm just
hoping to have the treaties done by then."

"I'm sure you will Gabrielle." Joan gave a warm kEmi

The bard took a deep breath and listened to herstafhhitting the ground for a
moment. "By the way..." Her head lifted up. "Did Efon. bother you last night?"

"Eponin?" Joan’s eyebrows creased together athshgltt. "A very sid Amazon?"
Gabrielle grinned. "Sid... big?"

"Sort of... big built but small?" Joan thought fom@ment. "The weapons master?"
"That’s her."

Joan started to laugh. "Oh yes, Eponin did say.lotelme last night.”

"I hope she didn’t bother you to much."

The Celt sighed contently. "Nah, she just hung efon a few minutes then left since
| was ignoring her."

The Queen evilly smiled. "Good." She opened hertmtusay more but stopped as
the wind suddenly picked up.

"My, freak weather around here lass."”

Gabrielle stopped walking as her bangs blew badkhan skin was crawling. "It's not
freak weather Joan." She lifted her staff up.

Joan now tensed up feeling her own skin crawl. @&t into fighting stance with her
hands up. "l can tell this is bad news."

The Queen shook her head to get the bangs out éhd¢eeand then in front of her a
whirlwind appeared. "Oh no."

The Celt warrior reached back to draw her swomslthis how your gods drop in on
you?"

"The bad ones... yes."

The whirlwind stopped and a figured reappeared tittming eyes. "It's so good to
see you again Gabrielle."



Gabrielle’s eyes widen.

Joan narrowed her eyes and saw the newcomer eisght hand and point her
finger. She didn’t need a soothsayer to tell heatwias about to happen.
"Gabrielle!" She grabbed the Queen and threw Hantdf the woods. Joan shut her
eyes as she felt herself go soaring through thieaair a lightning bolt.

"Damn it." The newcomer sighed. "Always somebodyigg in the way." She walked
over to Gabrielle whom was slumped on the ground.

Gabrielle peered up into white eyes. "Been awhiéasca."

"To long Gabrielle." Velasca bent down to one aadega toothy smile. "Not going to
even ask how [ am?"

"Don’t care." Gabrielle narrowed her eyes as sbeght of things to say to keep her
busy. "How’d you get out of the lava pit?"

The god laughed and shook her head. "Gabriellem &aaod." She leaned closer.
"Did you really think that lava pit would hold meréver?" She narrowed her eyes.

"l was hoping so." The bard’s right hand curledusua her staff.

"Sorry to disappoint.” The ex-Amazon grinned anokta deep breath. "So where’s
Xena?" She smiled evilly. "l was hoping she’d beusd with you but you have some
Amazon with you instead."

"I traded Xena in." Gabrielle grinned.

"Don’t blame you." Velasca gave her own grin. "S¥as always a sad story." She
reached up between her gauntlet to extract heredathis is actually boring, you
were to easy Gabrielle." She sighed sadly. "Welll.h&ve more fun killing your
Amazons."

The Queen narrowed her eyes and swung her stafftbstrength and a yell.

The god went rolling to Gabrielle’s right to hitrae.

Gabrielle bounced up to her feet and raced in tfeetibn she saw Joan. "Joan?"
The Celt warrior lifted her head that had bloodniag down the side. "Gabrielle?"

"Get up!" The bard came up to her to grab Joarfeyefi hand. She helped haul the
Celt to her feet.

"Not so fast Queen Gabrielle." Velasca stood uprarsed her right hand. "I will have
my revenge."

Joan stepped forward with her sword raised up réatgke on the lightning bolt.
"No Joan!" Gabrielle grabbed the Celt's arm andrsyver away.
The bolt exploded near the two women causing tleegotflying together.

Gabrielle screamed and landed hard into the grabslaan beside her. She stood up



quickly.
Joan got up and whispered, "Moan." She startedmgrwith her sword.

The Queen didn’'t need a translator to know whatdbk said and she ran behind
through the woods. With a fast pace, heavy bregiland fear Gabrielle put distance
between her and the god. On the run she couldJedasca’s laugh follow after her.

~Fk ko

"Ephiny!" Solari busted through the door of theaegs hut.
"What now Solar?" Ephiny glanced up from her seat.

The second in command was breathing heavy anddaspg"Velasca... she’s
back... she’s after Gabrielle... and Joan."

"What?" bellowed Ephiny. She stood up with the gpimag of her seat. "How in
Hades... Never mind!" She sprang out of the hut Bivkari. "What happened?"

Solari took a deep breath. "We’re not sure.” Slo& tndeep breath. "A few patrol
Amazons heard the lightning bolts and investigdt8te stopped to breathe. "When
they got to the area they saw charred marks all thneplace and they searched
around to find Velasca walking... walking through theods."

The regent shut her eyes. "Oh no." She openedykser @Vhere was Velasca
headed?"

"Due east... north-east."

Ephiny thought for a moment. "Back to the ruindhieShook her head. "Gabrielle’s
crazy... Velasca won't fall for that twice." She tathto her second in command.
"Look, get a horse and find Xena."

The second in command nodded and felt her breafimally relax. "Where is Xena?"

"She’s in Amphipolis... with her mother."” Ephiny gpasl her second in command’s
shoulders. "Don’t stop till you get her Solari. \6&n't let Gabrielle get killed and
Xena will know what to do."

"What you going to do?"
Ephiny looked away to the village. "Slow Velascavdd
~*Part 4*~

Xena tore the thread apart and she finished reygdmer gauntlet. She slipped it on
next to find it fit better. She smiled at her hamdyk and she gave a sigh. Slowly
standing up the warrior packed away her repaiatit stared out the window of her
bedroom to the afternoon sun. She lowered her toetiet saddlebag as she put the kit
back in. Next, she heard a set of galloping hots®/és coming towards the tavern.

Quickly the warrior walked over to the window araizgd out of it to see an Amazon
speeding through the village towards the tavermabllle,” she whispered with a
skip of her heartbeat. She ran out of the roomadaveh the stairs and out of the



tavern.

Cyrene came out of the kitchen and jogged outetdlrern behind her daughter.
"Solari?" Xena ran up to the horse to see the Amgzst holding onto the saddle.
"Xena?" The Amazon fell out of the saddle only talgonto the warrior.

The warrior had franticness in her eyes and shitthel Amazon tightly. "What
happened?"

The second in command shook her head. "Velascaapeddhe lava pit." Solari
straightened up with a groan and grabbed her headdle horn. "She’s after
Gabrielle and a Celt named Joan." She took a desgtiband felt her body come
back. "Gabrielle and this Celt, Joan, were on &wathe forest and Velasca showed
up. Right now Gabrielle and Joan are headed touihs with Velsaca after them."”

"That’s not going to work." Xena turned to her mathH'Get me my stuff mother."
Cyrene nodded briskly and ran into the tavern gysdairs.

"Think you can ride back?" The warrior turned heath to Solari.

"Yeah, no problem." The Amazon straightened up.

"What's Ephiny doing?"

"She’s trying to slow Velasca down till you can gatre."

"Good, get on your horse and we’ll leave." XendqzhBolari’'s arm and jogged into
the stable.

Solari closed her eyes, groaned, and mumbled Hoty'd | get this job?" She turned
to her horse and opened her eyes. She slowly nibtwetehorse and straightened up
in the saddle.

Xena came out of the stable with an excited Arde @atted the mare’s neck. "Ready
for a long run girl?"

The horse whined and gave a nod.
"Good."
"Xena." The innkeeper came up to her daughter andéd her the saddlebag.

The warrior took it and put it onto the mare’s rurBpe then turned back around to
take her sword and chakram and placing them irgp tlghtful spots.

"Be careful huh?"
"I'll try." The warrior turned to her horse and nmaad.
"Make sure nothing happens to Gabrielle."

Xena winked. "Nothing will." She smiled warmly. '&gou soon mother." She lifted
her eyes to the Amazon while taking the reins.’4.gb." She hit Argo’s sides.



Solari sighed. "You have one energetic daughteam&’
Cyrene laughed. "I know, good luck."
"Thanks." Solari kicked her horse and followed aKena.

~Fk ko

Velasca stopped in her tracks as Ephiny fell framttees with raised arms in front of
her. "Ephiny."

"How are you Velasca? Didn't like the lava pit?"
"No." The god smirked. "It was to warm for me."
"Pity." Ephiny reached behind to unsheathe her dwor
"Really Ephiny."

"Oh come on Velasca." The regent twirled her swidr old times sakes?" She
smirked. "What's the worse | can do to you... hurarypride?"

The god laughed and reached back to extract heddsiWéow that you put it that
way. | wouldn’t mind brushing up on my sword tedaure."

"Then shut up and attack me!"

Eponin heard the wild scream from Velasca, shestliiver head to Teresa. "Let’s
move, Eph is giving us the time."

Teresa nodded and went through the trees.

The weapons master followed behind.

Joan stopped and slumped against a tree.

Gabrielle stopped and came up to her friend. "Howfeel?"
"Not guid." The Celt reached up.

"Don’t." Gabrielle brushed the hand away and ledoedard to study the cut over the
warrior’s forehead. "Come on, | think you can cléaat up."

Joan lifted herself off the tree and started wajlkieside the Queen. "So... who was
that lovely lady?"

"That was Velasca." The bard searched around eatar source by looking and
hearing.

"She was a pleasant chap." Joan glanced arounddgdelr head throb.

The bard chuckled and said sarcastically, "RigBabrielle stopped walking and
closed her eyes to listen. She heard the smaleripipyvater and she pinpointed it.
"This way." She led the way through the forest.¢'8fas an Amazon before | became



the Queen." She sighed sadly. "She wanted to beGamen but | took the caste from
her... so she says." Gabrielle stepped past a hedgerd found a small stream.
"Here we go."

"So | take it she isn’t to happy about that ay?"

"No at all." The Queen turned to the warrior. "$ied to stop me and only in the
process ate ambrosia."

"Ambrosia?" The Celt leaned down next to the watedge and placed her hands in
the water.

"Yeah." Gabrielle sighed. "It's the food of the gdd

Joan splashed her face and felt the blood trickleeoface but she could feel fresh
blood start to ooze out of the wound. "Great."

The bard chuckled. "Stay here." She got up withstefif and looked around in the
forest. She walked up to the hedgerow and found sliiawas looking for. Very
carefully she grabbed a small spider web. "Wash {axe again."

Joan did just that and saw Gabrielle come up reeket. "What you going to do with
that little thing lass?"

"Put it on the wound." The bard gingerly placed$paler web over the wound.
"Leave it there for a few."

"What will that do?" Joan peered up at the web enftwrehead with her green eyes.
"Other then annoy me."

Gabrielle chuckled. "The webs will clog up the oo that the scab will develop
faster." She smiled warmly. "Trust me."

"If you say so lass." The warrior stood up withraam. "Remind me never to stand in
front of a lightning bolt."

The bard chuckled and leaned against her stafiktobfor a break finally.
"So what'’s the plan now?"

The smaller woman took a deep breath. "We're hedld ruins, a lava pit where
Xena and | last trapped her."

"Lass." Joan grasped the Queen’s shoulders. "Tioktrhay have worked on this...
Velasca last time. But what makes you think it wikecond time?"

"I don't." Gabrielle stepped past the Celtic waramd started walking. "Let’s move."

The warrior sighed and jogged up to her friendiesl'We need a better plan then
playing cat and mouse."

"That’s all I can come up with right now Joan." Titeed gazed up. "We have to till
Xena finds us... she’ll know what to do."

"Well let's hope we don’t get killed while we'rellggaging.” Joan sighed. "This is to



exciting for me."

Gabrielle chuckled. "You haven't seen the halftdf i
Ephiny gritted her teeth as the sword nipped herath
"Ephiny, can you feel death coming?"

The regent laughed in the god’s face. "Hardly." Bressed hard and gave a hard kick
to Velasca’s stomach.

The god went stumbling back with her sword. Sheokhwer head. "Not fair.”

The regent laughed. "And like your godhood is?" Gfthe corner of her eyes she
saw two Amazons hidden up in the trees with thaggers flashing to her.

"Oh, poor Ephiny can’t handle a little challengéélasca smirked in her fighting
stance.

Ephiny took that as a good excuse to charge theSjoel went racing ahead with her
sword and poured her strength into the attack.

The god was a little surprised and was steppingvwais. "Ephiny, you can’t keep
this up.”

"Don’t worry." The Amazon gave one hard slash amdged back with her sword up.
"l give up." She looked up to her two Amazons. "Nlow

Velasca’'s eyes widen and she looked up to the tnet@®e to see a tree trunk come
soaring down at her from both sides.

Ephiny ducked, rolled away, and bounced up to &éet Wwith a grin. She watched the
god become smashed between the two flying tre&grun

The tree trunks dwindled away and hung in mid-aihwelasca stumbling forward.
The regent looked up to the tree behind Velascaw!N

There was a load pang and a tree trunk came sw@&pim the treetops towards the
god’s back. It slammed hard into Velasca’s backsamd her flying forward into a
tree face first.

Velasca groaned, slumped down the tree, and weangsgious.

Ephiny walked over to the god to see her unconscimal she lifted her head to the
trees. "Alright, bring the chains down and letsicheer for now."

The five Amazons fell from the trees with threess#ftheavy chains.

~Fk ko

"Okay... okay... Xena!" Solari slumped forward in haddle and grasped the saddle
horn.



The warrior pulled Argo back and trotted back te &amazon. "Break?"

"Yeah." The Amazon took a deep breath and barsipdunted her horse. "How you
do that?"

Xena turned towards Solari. "What?" She dismounted.
"Keep going like that?"

The Warrior Princess reached up to Argo’s reinecdise | know what'’s at stake."
She turned her hard eyes to the Amazons.

Solari dropped her eyes. "Look..." She lifted hersdyack up. "Go ahead of me."

"No." The warrior shook her head. "The horses riegdst anyway." She patted her
mare’s shoulder and walked her off the road. "Ndbhg."

The second in command nodded and took her maie’'saevalk off the road. "Hey
Xena?"

"What?" The warrior glanced sidelong.

"I heard Gabrielle was hooked up with somebody.thistrue?" Solari came up to
Xena's side. "l was wondering who."

The Warrior Princess shrugged her shoulders. "Brats She raised an eyebrow.
"Who told you this?"

"Eponin... she heard from Eph the other night."

Xena led her mare to a stream and she turned tealdelte. "The other night?" She
pulled out her water skin. "Was there a party then?

"Oh yeah." Solari grinned and pulled out her owrntewvakin. "Big one."
"And was Ep drunk when she told you this?"

"Eponin... gods yes. You should have heard her."rSdtank some of her water
while watching her mare drink from the stream.

Xena nodded and finished drinking from the skine $barked it. "So you believe Ep
when she’s drunk huh?"

The second in command blinked. "Well..." She corkeddkin and put it away.
"Now that you put it that way."

The warrior walked up to get her mare’s reins. &8phs far as | know... Gabrielle
hasn't... hooked up with anybody." She lifted thensedver the horse’s head and
mounted again.

Solari sighed and mounted her horse and glancedtowena. "Really? It would
have made for some great gossip."

Xena grinned to her friend. "I know." She turned tmare around. "Next time, only
believe what Ep says when she’s not drunk."



"Good point." The Amazon trotted her mare ontortheed behind Xena. "But
Gabrielle really isn’t hooked up with anybody?"

"Nope." Xena shrugged her shoulders. "She’s aliraybard... who could she...
hook up with anyway?"

Solari evilly grinned to the warrior.

Xena leaned close to the Amazon. "Don’t even beeatit name let alone think it."
The second in command chuckled. "I didn’t... you said

The warrior narrowed her eyes. "She’s not my type."

Solari nodded. "Exactly." She shrugged her shosld®&o... need to get all...
defensive Xena."

Xena lifted her right hand with her index fingeos# to her thumb. "You're this close
to falling out of that saddle."

The second in command took a deep breath. "l dghytanything." She shrugged her
shoulders and had a mischief grin on her lips.

The Warrior Princess suddenly smiled evilly. "Gddshe kicked Argo into a gallop.

Solari watched the warrior fly down the road. Shgghed. "Gabrielle is going out
with Xena." She laughed with glee and kicked hes@danto a gallop. "This is so
cute!"

Gabrielle walked through the woods with a sigh.

"How can you stay so calm?"

The bard lifted her head up to the Celt. "I'm amyghbut calm."

"You sure act calm Gabrielle." Joan rested hertiiigimd on her sword on her hip.

"Well..." The Queen let the air around fill her ché'gtfter... almost three years of
doing this sort of thing, you get use to it."

"Three years?" The Celtic warrior's head snappedtds the smaller woman.
"That’s a lot of adventures."

Gabrielle huffed. "Tell me about it." She stopped sooked around trying to
remember the route to the ruins. "Let’s go this \Ww&phe turned to the right.

"Ssso... tell me a guid adventure."
"My tales are long." Gabrielle grinned up to Joan.
"Well maybe not the hael adventure... at least paohe."

The bard sighed. "I'll give you a... selection." Shalked along thinking about her
past with Xena. "Let’s see there’s the Titans..." Sheckled. "Um... Prometheus...



dealing with a giant and army... when Xena had ta @eauty contest." She grinned
up to Joan. "Or | can tell you how I first met #eazons."

Joan’s eyes widen. "Oh | gotta hear this story."
Gabrielle laughed. "It was the first time | met Eph

"l bet that was a ming."

"A who?" The Queen arched an eyebrow at her friend.

Joan chuckled and looked away from the woods teithal woman. "A ming... how
you say? Uh... stink."

Gabrielle started to laugh. "That's... that's one waput it." She took a deep breath
and began to tell her tale while leading them tglothe woods. "This was about two
years ago and Xena and | had just finished dealitigfreeing the titan Prometheus."
She smiled at the memory. "So Xena and | were ltkade

~Fk ko

Velasca felt a light sting to her cheek and shenegdier eyes. The sting came again
as a hand connected hard with her cheek. Shettrieghch up but found her hands
bounded behind her back. "Ephiny," she growled.

The regent smirked. "Morning sleepyhead.” She stodibnt of the sunset’s rays.
"Sleep well?"

The god struggled to get up. "This chains won'dhole for long."

"Oh | know." Ephiny straightened up and grinnedut'®'s nice seeing you like that."
Eponin stepped up beside her regent.

Teresa stepped up on the other side with her agaiast her chest.

Velasca’s eyes flickered over to the weapons ma#gonin... long time no see."

"l was hoping it would be longer Velasca." Eponimed her attention to her
commander. "Ephiny?"

"Get out of here." The regent turned her head sidgto Teresa. "The both of you."

The two Amazons nodded and jumped to disappeathttrees. They joined up with
the three other waiting Amazons.

Ephiny spun away on her heels to walk off.
"Ephiny, you're not going to leave a fellow Amazioed up to a tree?"

The regent whirled around and stalked up to the $dcrew you Velasca." She bent
down to one knee in front of the god. "You don’eeknow what Amazon means so
don’t even breathe the title."

"You're breaking my heart regent." Velasca'’s eyesvgd white brightly. "I'll get out
of these chains and kill all the Amazons one ana.t



Ephiny narrowed her eyes. "Don’t count on it... yeuyxdans are going to change real
soon." She stood up and walked away but stoppdubyQhe way." She turned back
around. "This is for Melosa." Ephiny did a hardmdbouse kick to the god’s head.
She was breathing heavy with anger to see the ¢r@@id snap back hard against the
tree and go unconscious again. "Bitch." She juntpatisappear in the trees.
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A hard laugh came from Joan and she took deephsréatcalm. "That’s a riot." She
sighed and smiled to the bard. "Ephiny soundeddikbaracter then."

"She was...she was." Gabrielle came around a few &red saw the ruins ahead.
"Here we are."

The Celtic warrior looked around to see the toppieer gray pillars and buildings.
"Don’t call it the ruins for nothing ay?"

"Nope." Gabrielle sighed and looked up to the sky.
"What now?"

"We make camp." The bard saw the setting sun. @hed her head to Joan. "Know
how to start a fire?"

The warrior nodded. "Of course."
"Good... ‘cause | don't." The Queen sheepishly smiled
"Your friend never teach you?"

Gabrielle chuckled. "That’s the interesting parthe’s tried to teach me." She sighed
sadly. "But I've never been able to pick the art'\ghe grinned.

"No worries lass." Joan crossed her arms agaimsthesst. "How about you get some
wood and I'll try to find us some dinner."

"Sounds like a plan.” The small woman leaned agaesstaff. "Meet you here in a
quarter of candlemark?"

Joan nodded and let her breath out slowly. "Sognds" She raised a red eyebrow at
the smaller woman. "What you think happened to yoendly chap?"

"She’s probably getting caught up in Ephiny’s traps

"Guid." The Celt’s lips creased with a grin. "Beckd She disappeared into the
woods.

Gabrielle sighed sadly and stared across the andgemembered the last time she
was here. She dropped her head against her 3dfiere are you Xena?" She shook
her head. "Gods, | miss you." Her eyes closed vdhitetried to calm her emotions.
She straightened up with a long breath and stratitedthe woods to collect firewood.

~Fk ko

"She’s really not hooked up with anybody?" Solamubced up and down in the saddle



next to the warrior in the early night.

"Solari." The warrior turned her head to the AmazZdio... what part don’t you
understand? The ‘n’ or the ‘0’?"

"Sorry it's just..." The Amazon tightened the reinsher hands while she went at a
trot beside the warrior. "Well... | can’t believe hdEphiny, Epand Gabrielle would
say she’s going out with somebody and you don’hdsreow."

"Remember who has an imagination?" Xena shruggedhwilders. "Besides... you
know how Amazons gossip."

"Don’t | know." Solari chuckled. "So we’re going keep going at a trot?"

"Yeah." Xena gazed ahead down the pitch-black rdatbn’t want to go at a gallop
and stumble over something. Safer this way andsgive horses a breather.”

"l agree." The second in command gave a stern nod.
"Glad | have your approval." The warrior smirkedite Amazon.

Solari corked an eyebrow. "You are... traveling vitte Queen’s second in
command.”

"And your point is?"

The second in command’s mouth dropped. "My poihthigve a lot of... prestige in
the Nation."

Xena suddenly fell forward laughing.
Solari shook her head. "I don’t find that funny."

The warrior took a deep breath and sat back ugrySobut | am the Queen’s
Champion and I think I have higher rank."

"Actually you don’t." The second in command smirk&dou’re just the Queen’s
shadow."”

Xena slowly raised an eyebrow. "If | remember rigjlstthe Champion’s duty to
protect the Queen." She narrowed her eyes. "l thiplposition is a little important
there Solari."

"Maybe you have a point there." Solari sheepishiyrged. "So... you're important,
just not higher rank."

The warrior rolled her eyes to gaze ahead and spakea serious tone, "l don’t
follow rank."

"I know." The Amazon smirked but her smirk wengtgrin. "She’s really not hooked
up with somebody?"

"Solari!"
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Gabrielle straightened up with the sticks all idarto begin the fire.

"Looks guid lass." Joan reappeared with a skinteghgant in hand. "I'll light it and
you can get a skewer ready for the pheasant.”

The Queen nodded and step forward in the late rgenitake the pheasant. She went
about skewing the pheasant on a green stick.

Joan on the other hand took her time lighting @pfite. By the time she was done,
Gabrielle was cooking the pheasant over the fine Warrior began glancing around
noticing how close the camp was to the ruins. "&g did we put our buil here by the
ruins?"

"Camp?" Gabrielle arched an eyebrow.
"Yeah... or resting place." The Celt grinned. "Pratac?"

The bard nodded. "That's what | figured. If Velasb@ws tonight we can jump
behind these ruins to hide... or protect.”

The Celt nodded. "Guid idea." She sighed and sahdwossed leg near the fire. "So
how long will it take for your friend, Xena, to ca?’

Gabrielle stepped back from the fire after putting pheasant over it. "I'm hoping
tomorrow." She shifted to sit beside the Celt. "Brags."

Joan nodded gave a small sigh. "This will be a loigipt." She faced the Queen.
"You better get some rest tonight, I'll keep waltch.

The Queen shook her head. "No, let me take watah.J&he turned her head to the
redhead woman. "You’re injured, your wound will debe sleep.”

"Gabrielle-"

The bard’s hand went to the Celt’'s knee. "It's akakeally." She grinned. "You need
your sleep."

"Thanks." Joan gave a warm smile.

"It's the least | can do after you saved my lifélfe small woman stood up to kneel
down in front of her friend. "Let me look at the wul too."

"You make it sound like nobody saves your life.adoeached up to pull back her
long curly hair out of the way.

Gabrielle chuckled and responded, "It's not th&heé sighed and reached up to pull
away the remains of the cobweb to find the webgedired. "It's just I'm use to Xena
only saving my life." She smiled warmly. "It's... gresting when somebody else does
it." She threw the spider's web to the ground aatawed her eyes while studying

the scab. "It'll be fine."

"Guid." The Celt watched her friend sit back dowhe stretched her legs out in front
of her body.

"We'll have to clean it up right when Xena comes."



"She has medicine?" Her red hair came back down.

"Definitely." Gabrielle smiled. "Nothing to wornpbaut."
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Velasca took a deep breath and shut her eyes vi&iled her muscles out with her
anger and heard a small squeaking sound. The ggdstightened and she put more
strength into her pull against the chains. A gresdaped her lips and the chains
squealed loudly to break apart in defeat.

Velasca grinned and opened her white eyes. Shghtber still bonded hands
forward to push the chains around her body ouh@ftay. Standing up, the god did
the same process to break the chains around hds.han

The End



