~ Let's Make This Clear ~

by Red Hope

Disclaimers:
Copyright: Xena, Gabrielle, and Argo belong to UWamsal and company. But | own
Joseph, Rhigos, Harris, and the story line.

Violence: Maybe be some later on... we'll see.

Subtext/Sex: Definitely subtext... sex that's skett¢lipubt that there will be... but
who knows. ;-)

Time Frame: This is somewhere in the third seasbsaly.

Email with questions/comments tedhope@redhope.net

Started: August 312000 on Thursday
Finished: Septembef'2000 on Monday

Series ThreePutting the Puzzle Together Story: Thirteen

Section One

~*Part 1*~

Gabrielle dropped her head back as a deep moanesshap lips. Her hands came
down to glide over a wet stomach. Her eyes bluorezt so she closed them. Her body
continued to rock up and down with more sweat dogener body. Soon she felt

small hands cover her breasts to kneed them. Sfreedpher eyes and gazed down
into passionate brown ones. A grin creased her lips

The young man’s lips curled into that same grih@g&ept thrusting his hips up into
Gabrielle.

The bard stole herself into the feeling of the $inahds working her breasts along
with the deep furry soaring through her body. Arottieep moan escaped her with
her eyes closing. She whispered, "Faster."

Suddenly the tempo between the two young coupld faster in the bed. And within
a few moments they were at their peak and it lefbr@&lle screaming.

After that, the bard fell down into the young man.

The man carefully pulled Gabrielle in to hold hghtly. He kissed her forehead and
took calming breaths.

Slowly the small woman opened her eyes still hgawiéathing. "Oh gods, that was...
good Joseph.”

Joseph chuckled a little then shut his eyes. "Glags." He took a shaky breath. "But
| better go before your friend shows up."”

The bard tightened her arms. "It's alright. Xend & gone for awhile.” She kissed
the young man gently. "Let’s at least catch ouatire huh?" She sighed very deeply



with sadness. Certain emotions were arising insfdeer again, emotions that only
dealt with her and Xena. That's one thing sex witiers could never do for her, stop
her burning desires for Xena.

Joseph quietly laughed as he lay resting in the avosnarms. However he noticed the
deep sigh. He still felt a little fear coursingahgh him. He’d seen Xena himself and
knew what would happen to him if he were caughbhis bard. He knew they
weren’t together but he also saw that the Warriordess laid silent claims to
Gabrielle. "l hope you're right." A small grin hadeased his lips. "I don’t feel like
having your friend make me feel like two inches'tal

"How could she do that?" Gabrielle patted the matilshot chest. "You're short as it
is."

Joseph laughed lightly. "Not as short as you." Heathed deeply.

"Don’t rub it in." The bard groaned a little. Sheutd finally feel her body cooling
down in the room of the tavern.

Joseph, well he was, as we knew, young and aroabdi€lie’s age. Short, as we
knew too, with curly brown hair that went to hioskders. He was fairly muscular
and very handsome with a high intelligence. He arasveryday farmer in the village
that helped his father on the farm. On this nightlappened to be in the right tavern,
on the right night, at the right time. All of tHad to him having sex with a woman of
his age he knew he’d never see again. Yet it wag then worth it. "Okay, let’s get

up.”

The small woman groaned, lifted her head up, asseki the man warmly. "Alright."
Boot steps filled the air that was headed to Gdbiseroom.

The bard stiffened up, she knew that footfall. 'lf@h" she whispered.

Joseph’s heart pounded now. He was frozen whelayhe the bed with Gabrielle.

Gabrielle lifted her head towards the door wheswiting open. Her expression
dropped and her heart stopped.

Xena stood in the doorway, complete shock washed loer. She wasn’t an easy
person to surprise but this definitely did herond loop. She stared at the small
couple’s nude partially sweaty bodies that weramgied. "What in Hades?" she
yelled.

The bard cringed. "Wait Xena, | can explain."

"Oh you don’t need to." The warrior pointed a fingéthe younger man. "You better
run." Her eyes narrowed and filled with darkness.

Joseph didn’t shift or let go of Gabrielle.

The Amazon Queen glanced to Xena then to Josepéefh, just get your things and
go. You'll be fine, | promise."

The farmer slowly nodded and rolled out of the itk entire time he put his pants



on ice blue eyes were on him. The rest of his s$teffust hoisted into his arms.

The shock was wearing off Xena and her emotiong weming to life. She started to
reach behind to her sword.

"Xena." Gabrielle was out of the bed with her haods The last thing she was
thinking about was the fact she was nude. "Don’t."

Joseph held his things tightly against his chesteastared into primal blue eyes. He
took a step back.

The Warrior Princess pulled her sword out of hexash and took a menacing step
towards the boy.

The bard moved to grasp Xena’s arm. "Xena donthan"

The warrior's next step never came. Gabrielle’sgavas entangling her emotions.
"Joseph, leave." The small woman nodded to thedarm

Joseph quickly moved to rush out the open dooroanaf the tavern.

The tall woman slowly closed her eyes as the halesed her arm. Her grip on the
sword hilt left her hands pure white.

"Xena please." Gabrielle backed up to put her skirt

"What do you think you were doing?" Xena's voicesveaforced calm and in a
whisper. Her eyes slowly opened.

The younger woman took a shaky breath while puttieighalter-top on. "You know
what | was doing." She started tying her top. "douit yourself Xena." She had a half
anger look.

"There’s a difference!" yelled the warrior. She atted her sword and spun on her
heels to face her friend.

"How in Tartarus is that?" Gabrielle finished laginer top and took a step towards
the older woman. "You think | don’'t have needs ei#i

"That's not what I'm talking about," Xena growlétHe could have done something
to you."

"Oh he did do something Xena." The Amazon Queenstasing to yell now. She
pointed a finger at the taller woman. "It's notdiitou don’t sleep with strangers. So
don’t give me shit about it."

The warrior growled deeply now and stomped ovehéodoor. Her fist met the
doorway to leave a boom exploding. She turned bawlards her friend. "You're
right.” She grasped the doorway. "l do sleep withrgjers." Her eyes narrowed with
darkness. "I think I might go find somebody to gl@gth now. Since you've had
your... sssatisfaction," she hissed coldly. She wenhbf the open door.

"Oh no." Gabrielle’s eyes widen and she grabbedbets to put them on hastily. She
didn’t tie them and went racing out the door alter partner. "Xena!" She went



racing down the steps almost falling down them.

The warrior was just going out of the tavern withaaver walk. Her stride spoke of
anger.

The bard ran through the tavern, out the door, pomgiown the steps, and yelled,
"Xena!"

"Stay away Gabrielle!" Xena didn’t look back thrdwutipe torch lit town. She kept
walking with her ridged back.

The small woman sprinted and stepped into herdigepath. She faced the angry
warrior. "Don’t do this Xena." She held her hangs u

"Why?" The tall woman narrowed her eyes. "l daladl time, why not now?"
"Just because." Gabrielle shook her head. "Bedaasiesd you not to."
"Like that means anything." The older woman triele stepping Gabrielle.

The Amazon Queen didn't let it happen and steppdukt right to stop Xena. "Xena,
| won't let you." She still kept her hands up.

"Get out of the way," snarled the warrior. "Or y@an come watch." Her voiced
seeped with bitterness.

The bard shook her head. "I don't think so." Sheaveed her eyes with her
stubbornness. "You're not going to do this."

Xena took a calming breath. She was at the brimagé. Slowly she spoke in a calm
warning tone. "Just move Gabrielle."

"No." Gabrielle saw the deep anger swirling in fieand’s eyes. She knew this
talking wasn’t getting anywhere but making a deel@ hSo she went to the next best
thing she knew and that was love. She moved quenktlywrapped her arms around
Xena. "Xena, please don't do this." She closecelyes while digging her head into
the tall woman’s breasts.

The Warrior Princess dropped her head back whilim¢eherself disappear into her
friend’s touch. She could only hope it would caler inger. Her eyes shifted shut as
her breathing became more level.

The bard just waited as she held tightly. Thenstbely felt strong arms circle
around her and Xena'’s head lowered onto hers.

Xena took a shaky breath and whispered, "Let’sagk linto the room."
"Thank you." The young woman lifted her head witbad smile. "I'll make the bed."
"You better." The warrior was dead serious. "l rekep on the floor."”

Gabrielle slowly nodded. She didn’t want to disagighe couldn’t blame Xena nor
did she want to fight more. She’d won the importaatitle. "Okay." She patted her
partner’s chest and stepped back. "Why don’t y&a tarelaxing bath huh?"



The older woman only nodded and started walkinds ba¢he inn.

The bard followed behind.
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Gabrielle ran her hand across the sheet on théok&dooth it out. She lifted her eyes
to stare at the made bed. Her breath left henigog slowly as a pain filled her. She
tore her eyes away from the bed and she strolledtovthe doorway of the
washroom. She stopped in her walk to stare atrlegrdf's ridged back.

Xena had her arms up and resting on the rim ofubeHer back pressed against the
side of the tub. She knew her partner was statihgrback and it only made her
narrow her eyes.

The bard breathed deeply and walked up behind #mgaw. Her hands came down to
rest on the taller woman’s shoulders. She felt kbofiithey were to her touch. She
squeezed them and walked around the tub. "How gel?'f

The warrior shrugged faintly.

The young woman slowly nodded and kneeled dowmndp per arms up on the tub.
Her chin lowered on her arms.

"Where'd you meet him?" The older woman locked eyil her friend.
The bard glanced away but back to her friend. "Dowthe tavern.”
"His name?"

"Joseph.”

Xena’'s head bobbed as she stared at the watefelSherself begin to hate the name
Joseph. A young man that had the opportunity tepsketh the women she was in-
love with. And she knew this farmer had no emotitmvgards Gabrielle nor had sex
with her out of love. The anger fired through heowing this. It's been three years
that she's yearned to become Gabrielle's lovenandthis has happened. It only
enflamed her pain which in turn created the stramger.

The Amazon Queen saw the conflicting emotions imblest friend's eyes. "Xena?"
Slowly the dark woman raised her cold eyes in goest

"Look..." Gabrielle stopped not sure how to approties topic right. "I'm not sure
how you feel about what happened. My guess is dEaped."”

"A minor emotion,” mumbled the warrior. She slowlgsed her eyes and tried to
relax in the warm water.

"Why are you so angry?" The small woman furroweddyebrows. "Xena, | can
understand being some what angry but gods... yolikadtkilled a family member
of yours."

Gradually the crystal blue eyes drifted open. "Yiant to know why I'm anger?" She
paused knowing she wasn't about to reveal thetrotidl. So she went to semi-lie. "l



don't want you picking up my... habits."

"What?" Gabrielle shook her head while lifting head. "What you think, I'm going
to turn into you?" She laughed lowly. "I know | wda be a warrior but | don't do this
on a daily basis," she hissed. Now she stood vatrahms folded. "That's such
centaur crap Xena."

The warrior's head slowly bobbed. She had to a@ke.glanced up with a fake smile
and started to nod again. "Yup, it's centaur shit."

The bard narrowed her eyes over the game beingglagtween she and Xena. "Just
forget it." She put her hands on the edge of theatd leaned towards her friend. Her
eyes were filled with ange. "It was never your bass to begin with." She
straightened up and walked out of the washroom.

The Warrior Princess rolled her head to crack leeknShe sighed a little and relaxed
in the water again.

The younger woman closed her eyes as she madealgentw the bedroom. Her right
hand came up to pull back her strawberry blond baHgr eyes began to stinglon't
want to fight with you Xend&ler eyes shifted open with her tears on the bfilreo
eyes.| can't do this, | can't fight with the women I'mlove with.She started to shake
her head while dropping her hand. With a shakythreshe made her way to the bed
and crawled in. Her body curled up close with haseclosing and she tried to sleep.

A little after a quarter of a candlemark Xena siigmut of the washroom in just her
leathers. She stared over in the faintly torcholdm to her partner. She had such a
combination of pain and anger. And right now sheld¢d@nly flash the scene of
Joseph and Gabrielle in the bed together. Her mvimald even toy with it and flash
scenes of what their sex might have been togetteereyes narrowed at the small
form on the bed and she walked over to the talbile.sat in one of the chairs,
stretched her legs out, and dropped her head aglaéwall. Soon sleep began to take
her with a torturing nightmare.

~*Part 2*~

"Gabrielle, get up." The Warrior Princess lifte@ taddlebag onto her shoulders and
stared at her small friend on the bed.

The bard sat up with blood shot eyes opened.

"Get ready to go." Xena walked over to the door apened it. Her head turned to
Gabrielle. "If you still want to hang around an angarrior.” She walked out coolly
while closing the door a little roughly.

Gabrielle lifted her knees, wrapped her arms ardwerdegs, and dropped her head
down between arms.

The warrior walked down the steps with a heavyfebtShe left the tavern with the
saddlebag and went to the tavern's stable. Theréosind Argo and began to tack up
the mare.

The Amazon Queen slowly lifted her head to revedleyes. She took a shaky breath
and hopped out of bed. Slowly with trembling hasks collect her personal



belongings. Last she grabbed her staff, breathledycaand walked down the steps.
As soon as she made it to the tavern, she spaitspl. She sadly smiled to the
young man.

Joseph power walked up to the bard. "Are you ok&&put his hands to Gabrielle's
sides.

"Yeah, yeah." The small woman looked to the fldwrt back up.

The farmer sighed sadly. "l knew that was goingappen." He shook his head. "I'm
sorry Gabrielle."

"It's okay." Gabrielle licked her lips while herdtebobbed. "Was bound to happen
sometime."

The young man's expression went to worry. "Are igaving with her?"
"l have to Joseph." The bard shook her head.

"I know... | know." The farmer sadly smiled. "I kndwow you feel about her." He
saw the sudden confused look on the woman's face.

"You... you..."

"It's easy to tell." Joseph grinned for a secontoent serious. "Just be careful
Gabrielle." He reached up with his right hand tasgrthe bard's left hand. "Being in-
love can be dangerous sometimes."

"Even more when the other one doesn't feel the seaye mumbled Gabrielle.
"She's pretty possessive huh?"

The farmer slowly nodded then gave a little laugfes, even physically possessive."
He didn't hint it any farther of his knowledge. higd to let Gabrielle figure for herself
that Xena was in-love with her just as much.

"Yeah she really is." Gabrielle turned her heath#right towards the two open doors
of the tavern. She'd felt the blue eyes on hemadshe saw her partner standing
beside Argo.

Xena stared into the tavern to see Joseph holdmgard. She narrowed her eyes and
turned to her right to walk off with Argo.

The Amazon Queen dropped her head and turned @rttsithe farmer. "I need to go."

"Be careful Gabrielle." The young man smiled warnilyenjoyed last night." He
chuckled a little. "Had to say that."

"Uh huh." Gabrielle grinned. "Thank you for takitige risk." She tried to smile
warmly. "Take care of yourself too."

"Of course."” Joseph leaned down to kiss Gabrietlel¢rly. He lifted his head back up
slowly. "I'll see you." He released the small woman

The bard faintly nodded at the lie. She flasheth#esand started walking towards the
door. "Bye Joseph."” She glanced back with her smile



The farmer smiled back as she gave a small wawake €are Gabrielle.”

"You too." The bard turned her head away as théesstipped away. She briskly
walked down the steps of the tavern and she cante lugr partner's side.

"Ready?" The warrior peered down with a sarcasfcession.

The short woman's only response was by startimgatl with her scroll satchel and
staff.

Xena corked an eyebrow at her companion'’s baakteéndast. "Alright," she whispered
to herself. She started walking as her emotiorflasse of mind set in.

~Fk ko

The entire trek along the road was deathly sil&abrielle walked ahead of her
friend. Xena lead Argo with the reins in her stravak. She kept her eyes pinned on
the bard's back. The dark side of her wanted td smawords of pain out of anger yet
she held back. She knew that would not solve thblpm. However her dark side
was starting to control her frame of mind thatiime left an evil smile creeping along
her lips.

Gabrielle had her head hung low. Xena may not bapgtiointed in her but she was in
herself. Never had she before when she'd sleptthétliew other men in her past. But
now that she'd been caught along with knowing &elirigs for the warrior, it doubled
her disappointment. She was to the extent of dmapthat she was furious with
herself. Part of her was still anger at Xena fdruralerstanding.

The pair kept walking at their fast pace. Neithaswsure where they were headed but
they never cared on this day.

Xena at first thought of making camp by early aftem but then she had second
thoughts. She remembered that not to far away theeenother village. So she made
it their destination for that night.

When the sun reached the western horizon the panvere reaching the new town.
They went in side by side.

The bard said nothing nor shot a glance to hendrie

The warrior peered around in the town looking fgoad tavern. She then finally
found one and settled Argo in a stall. Afterwarlds was climbing the steps with her
friend and carrying the saddlebags. "We want a tb&ine stared coldly into the
innkeeper's eyes.

The innkeeper frightfully smiled and nodded. "Oticze." He paused. "It'll be five
dinars."

Xena slowly nodded and reached into materializeribaey. She handed it over.
"It's the room at the end of the hall." The innkegpointed.

The Warrior Princess narrowed her eyes and tumdéahit direction. She started
walking towards the hall.



Gabrielle followed after shifting the strap on Blpulders. When she came in she
settled her satchel on the table.

The older woman placed the saddlebags on the ffiear the door. She slowly
straightened up but didn't face her friend. "Lgés one thing clear."” She turned
around with a stoic expression. "Nobody but youare allowed in this room or any
others in the future." She started to smile withidaen evilness. "Agreed?"

The Amazon Queen peered up and began to nod. Wtiheme." She folded her
arms. "This is going to go on for awhile... isn't'it?

The tall woman narrowed her eyes faintly.

"Why don't you tell me what's eating at you Xen&Ré small woman dropped her
arms as her expression went to concern. "And et me the line that it wasn't safe
or that I'll be you in that regard.” She took gstser.

The warrior said nothing and just studied her gartn

Gabrielle waited for a few moments then sighedustfation. She threw up her
hands. "I'm sorry I'm trying to fix things Xena.h&took a few mores steps as the
anger grew. "l had right to do what I did." Shemed a finger. "Stop making it seem
like | was a bitch for what | did."

Xena crossed her arms against her chest then gkedcan eyebrow.

The Amazon Queen's head bobbed while she turneaelaeraway. "Gods!" she
yelled. Her head whipped back to her friend andelyes were flashing. "This is so
stupid!" Her hand came up to pull back her bang#dt do you want me to do?"

An apology for startsBut the warrior's thought never left her lips. "Widon't you try
figuring it out for yourself." She turned towardeetdoor. "You say you're good at
analyzing emotions." She opened the door and walkéd'See you for dinner."

Gabrielle growled quietly. She slammed the butt @hlder staff on the wood floor,
which only rid of a small level of her anger. Shek a deep breath to calm. Slowly
she walked out of the room and closed the doomigehi

The pair sat across from each other in the suitdet/ern. The evening was quickly
approaching. They'd ordered dinner and began tsleaty. As they did the tavern
became packed with customers. Some customers vilagevs while other outsiders.

The bard finished eating and focused her attetitiofena after looking at all the
people. "How are we with money?"

Xena shrugged while looking to her left. "Low." S$motted another female warrior
sitting across the tavern.

"I'll see if | can do something about that." Theigg woman stood up, grabbed her
staff, and walked over towards the bar to seerthkeaeper.

The warrior watched her go for a second then lodkdter left again at the other
warrior.



That other warrior finally noticed the Warrior Reess looking over her. She smiled
warmly to Xena and received one back.

The bard came back up near Xena. "Looks like ldmeome storytelling for money."
She peered down at her friend. She noticed thatltter woman was taking notice to
her and was staring at the another female watder.eyes shut tightly then opened
again as Xena looked up to her.

"Good." The dark woman folded her arms againsthest.

"Be back." The Amazon Queen touched her comparsbaslder for a second then
walked off to get in front of the tavern.

Xena shivered to the touch. A deep breath fillediinegs then she glanced to the
other warrior once more.

The warrior patted the seat beside her in signZetaa.

Xena grinned, grabbed her mug, and walked oveit teeside the other warrior. She
stretched her legs out and asked, "Name?"

"Rhigos." The medium built warrior smiled warmly.durs?"
"Xena." The Warrior Princess lifted her mug to #riveavily. Her mug met the table.

Rhigos gestured her mug to the other warrior. "fEn@ous Warrior Princess... heard
of you." She grinned a little.

"Who hasn't?" Xena grinned. She glanced forwarse®her best friend preparing to
tell a story.

"A friend?" Rhigos nodded to the bard.
The taller warrior slowly nodded. "Of sorts." Sifeed her mug to drink.

"Ah." Rhigos was a blond haired warrior. "Then sh&t an... intimate friend?" Her
hair went to her shoulders. Her eyes were deedstrd were highlight by her
roundish complexion.

Xena laughed deeply while shaking her head. "Hardly

Gabrielle began to tell her story. For once it vitasistory of Xena's adventures but of
a pair of friends. She'd glanced to her best frienske her sitting by that other
warrior. In her storytelling she'd narrowed hersgeen glanced away. She didn't
falter in her story. About halfway through the gtehe spotted Xena and Rhigos
getting up together.

The dark warrior made her drank from her mug asssb@d. She set her mug down
on the table and turned to the other warrior wigria.

Rhigos chuckled lightly then slowly smiled. "I'dydahave a few moves to show
you." She leaned in to start a cautious kiss.

Gabrielle faltered in her story then stammeredhassaw Xena deepen the kiss. She
stopped for a moment, shook her head, smiled, s dontinued with her story.



None of the listeners noticed the stumble in thel'bastorytelling.

The two warriors walked over to the door of thestawv Rhigos was first out and
waiting outside.

Xena was coming out but stopped midway out of thar dShe peered over to her
partner and for once listened to what Gabrielld.sai

"...and from there out, the best friends were thrawta a silent war between each
other." Gabrielle's voice came out coldly and shesed after speaking. Her eyes were
locked with Xena's.

The warrior could feel the sadness arise in her. i her anger sparked as well.
She wanted to get even so it led her to turn awdyl@ave the tavern. She came up to
Rhigos kissed her then started to walk off with her

Gabrielle cried herself to sleep that night.
~*Part 3*~

Xena had a huge satisfied smile on her lips. Spewalking through the town
headed back towards the tavern in the mid-morniogéver her smile instantly
dropped when she saw Gabrielle come out of thevitinred eyes and a pained
expression.

The bard caught sight of the warrior coming. Shindilook directly at Xena and kept
walking with her staff. She brushed past Xena amat kower walking off without a
word or glance.

The Warrior Princess had stopped walking and tuemednd. Her eyes widen in fear
as she realized Gabrielle was leaving her. Theratigappeared and the fear bursted
forth. She went jogging after her friend.

Gabrielle could feel her partner coming after I&re made it out of the town when
Xena's hand grabbed her arm.

"Where you going?"
"Where's it look like?" The small woman turned ardu

They stared into each other's eyes in the middteeoforest. The wind lightly blew to
brush back their bangs.

"Gabrielle you're not-"
"l am." Gabrielle narrowed her eyes. "I've had ggiouShe jerked her arm free.

"What?" hollered the warrior. She shook her hebgeég..." Her hands went to her
hips. "It's perfectly fine for you to have sex wadbme young man but not for me to
with a warrior."

The Amazon Queen felt tears rolled down her ché&t@u crossed the line." She
pointed a finger with hooded eyes. "You slept veittvoman." She turned away and
started walking again.



Xena stood shocked. She ran her hand through hehda. "Gabrielle, don't do
this."

Once more the small woman stopped walking and tbaneund. "Don't even say
that." She laughed sarcastically. "l have a Natibwomen to run... and keep my bed
warm." She turned around to continue walking ofiiag

"No," whispered the warrior. Her eyes blurred asdmotions came racing. They left
her confused and closing her eyes. The only thiegushiderstood was she couldn't let
her best friend go. So she opened her eyes and bfbkto a run. She stood tall in
front of Gabrielle.

"Xena get out of my way." Gabrielle narrowed hegy'l want to go to my
Amazons."

"l can't let you go Gabrielle." The tall woman @ed her arms against her chest.

The bard sighed, shook her head while side stepf@mg. She only found her path
blocked by the warrior. "Xena, please move." Sherge up with dark eyes, the anger
was boiling up.

"No."

The short woman growled then said, "If you don'vm6ll make you."
Xena's arms loosened against her chest. "I'm notngd

"Xena!" Gabrielle swung her staff.

The Warrior Princess was prepared and caught #fie She tore it from her friend's
hands and tossed it to the ground. She quickly ohtwéift Gabrielle up from the
ground. She started walking back towards the \ellagh her companion in arms.

"Xena put me down damn it." The young woman begastruggle against the
warrior's hold. But she only found it harder tauggle as the arms tightened. "Xena
let go."

The warrior didn't say anything but kept walkingerkéxpression was stoic and her
eyes fixed ahead.

The bard started to feel frustrated, which wouiddpstrong emotions easily. "What
you going to do Xena? Tie me up and lead me arbyradrope?" She laughed
sarcastically. "What a good friendship that'll be."

Xena stopped walking and looked down into ferakegreyes. Her emotions bubbled
to the top and reappeared in her eyes and expnesisiwsas her last desperate attempt
at everything.

Gabrielle locked eyes. She was breathing heavythecirustration. She studied the
emotions in her friend's eyes and understood. Witlharning she buried her head
into Xena's chest with her arms wrapping around.gdén came to life now. "Xena
please, | don't want to do this." She started yaaad her voice came out quivering
saying, "I'm sorry Xena. Please... I'm sorry... sorkyer tears only became stronger.



The Warrior Princess closed her eyes, lowered éad hand kissed her friend's
temple. "I'm sorry too." She started to cry withi freend. The emotions were so
strong they took her to her knees in the soft gi@ke pulled the bard up into her lap.
Her head dug into Gabrielle as she continued to cry

The women cried together, their bodies shook, hactnotions ran their courses.
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The warrior slowly began to kneel with her bestrid still in her arms. She settled
Gabrielle onto a huge rock then stayed kneelirfgoint of the bard.

Gabrielle wiped away at her eyes. Her eyes weltesgtiging and were puffy from the
long intense cry.

Xena herself felt the same way and could feel lbeylzalm with her emotions. "You
okay?" Her voice held strong worry.

"Yeah." The small woman nodded faintly and droppedhands to her lap. "You?"
"Yeah," whispered the older woman. A sad smile brout across her expression.

The Amazon Queen reflected the smile for a momendiopped it. She brushed
back her bangs. "Can we get the Hades out of hétef?&yes still held hints of pain
and fear.

"Yeah, let's get out of here." The Warrior Princet®®d up and walked over to collect
the staff.

Gabrielle stood up from the rock and wiped at hi#rsiffling nose. She shook her
head and saw her partner coming up with her stHflanks."

Xena released the staff after handing it over.'8Lgb get our stuff and Argo."
The bard nodded and began the trek into the vileige her companion.

The pair quickly gathered their belongings, tacktexlwar-horse, and then was
making their way out of the village.

The younger woman kept silent as she thought opdse two days. As she kept
thinking about her actions, she kept regrettingnthider pace picked up and she went
past Xena. She kept her head high as warm teatly gelfted down her cheeks.

Xena narrowed her eyes in suspicion over her fisefadt walk. "Gabrielle,” she
whispered. She got no response and knew powedlihés were taking her friend.
She tugged on Argo's reins to stop the mare. Shejtdgged up to her friend and put
her hands on Gabrielle's shoulders to stop her.

The bard did stop walking and just dropped her ha#ltbut turning around.

The warrior squeezed the small shoulders gentlt'Sinot do this." She lowered her
head close to Gabrielle's. "No games."

Gabrielle's breath was shaky as she turned arotthdivoplets flowing down her
face. "Then what are we going to do?" She laugheitlicule at herself more then



anything. "It seems to be my best department.”
Xena started to grin a little. "Maybe both of us huh?"

A halfhearted grin came over the bard's lips. "Yéahe said quietly. Her head turned
away. "Doesn't help us much."

"Nnno but..." The tall woman gave a warm smile. "Wdipth good at understanding
each other... when we want to."

"Step one," Gabrielle whispered but started to Hé¢ell, its better then fighting."
She peered up with concerned eyes for agreement.

"Exactly." The warrior stopped as she consideredfsecond. "Let's just take some
thinking time huh?" She glanced back to Argo ancegasmall whistle.

The mare whined and trotted up to her owner to haveeins taken.
After Xena took the reins, she mounted the horke.lld out her hand. "Come on."

The Amazon Queen took another step. Her hand daseea's and found herself
hauled up into the saddle. She kept a hold of taéfr and wrapped one arm around
her partner.

The older woman patted the small hand over heratbim'Just relax.” She felt the
bard leaned against her back. So she kicked Aghdlyiin the side to send the horse
into a walk.

Gabrielle became lost into her thoughts of Xena t8led to reverse her role and
become the warrior for the past two days. Thatemdhe began to understand Xena's
words, reactions, and emotions the past days.

Xena, herself, did the same. She became Gabielgettwo days. She soon had that
understanding and regard from the bard's sideeh eid her anger for Joseph, she
forgave Joseph for he helped the bard in the eddraat's what mattered to Xena.
And it left her amazed she could forgive to thaeek It was all in perspective.

The two women continued thinking through the ritlee anger, jealousy, and pain
soon settled but remained alive. For wounds neeplgorcleaning.

By that early evening they were stopping to makagaSetting up camp was done in
a majority of silence. Dinner was done the same way

Gabrielle soon found herself staring into the f8ae stood next to it, her eyes locked
on the flames.

Xena walked into the camp after doing the usuatkloé the area. She came up
beside her partner and stared into the fire as Wédw you feel?" she asked quietly.

The bard slightly shrugged. "Alive." She peeredafer friend. "You?"

The warrior slowly nodded. "The same." She wenégout spoke again in an usher.
"But I'm glad to be alive." She turned her heaG#brielle gradually while a fine
smile creased her lips.



The small woman mirrored the smile and reachedwvithther left hand to grasp the
stronger arm. "Me too."

The warrior kept her warm expression but eventuaéint serious. "Let's try a little
tender love and care on these wounds." She tookibed's hand and led away from
the fire a little. She settled down on the ground pulled her companion down.

Gabrielle followed the command and sat in the wasilap. She instantly found
strong arms around her in protection. Her bodyestédd.

Xena leaned her head into Gabrielle's. "No ganmefised the warrior. "We both
need to relax."

The short woman's head moved in complete agreei8batleaned into her best
friend while sighing contently. She glanced dowithatgrass and now began to pluck
at some of it. "You know it was pretty stupid whaid..." She paused. "Have been
doing," she corrected then added, "Sleeping witfsgu

The older woman shrugged. "If you say that therrgozalling me stupid too."

The bard chuckled a little. "That's true." She tb& grass be and added, "Xena and
stupid don't equal each other."”

"Definitely not."
The women laughed together for the first time igsda

The Amazon Queen smiled faintly while settling badk her friend's warm body.
"Felt good to laugh."

"And with you."

Gabrielle chuckled a little then smiled. She tittet head back and saw warm blue
eyes lower to her. It caused a smile to escapelmregxpression.

The smile slipped into the warrior's expressiontt#esr eyes locked, she let her right
hand came up to her friend's cheek. Her left héipdexd more onto the bard's
stomach to warm there.

The young woman became hypnotized. Her eyes ckisedy.

Xena began to lean down and close her eyes. Hegéiptly touched the other
woman's.

Gabrielle faintly moaned and one of her hands @Verer Xena's at her stomach.
The warrior placed more need into the kiss.
The bard gave and then tried her own demand.

The older woman gave. She slipped her hand behatnli€le's head to open her
mouth.

The Amazon Queen opened her mouth and felt a wamgue slip in. Her own
tongue slid over Xena's then into the other warnutimo



The two women kept that kiss for long as they coBlat air became a large need. So
they began to break away.

However Xena didn't leave it at that. She'd entleckiss with sucking on the bard's
lower lip then fully pulled back.

Gabrielle slowly opened her eyes and found darkex bnes peering down at her.
Then the realization kicked in on her.

The Warrior Princess saw it coming and preparesdtier

The bard sprung up out of Xena's arms and shookddy. "Woo0." She ran her hands
through her hair as she walked over the oppogsie @i the camp. "That was to fast.”
She turned around to see her friend standing.

The older woman laughed a little out of nervousn@ésah you're right." Her right
hand came up to press against her forehead. "ltweaderful but fast.”

"Uh huh." Gabrielle came to the edge of the camihéndark of the night. She stood
near a brush and breathed in rhythm to calm hey'basires.

Xena, well she was on the opposite side of the daomp Gabrielle. Her hands on her
hips, her head dropped back, and staring at teéfe as she tried to relax her body
from the strong passion.

Gabrielle turned around slow to see her frienchigyto control her body as well. "l
think I'm good." She bobbed her head. "I'm goothé ughed it off. "You stay on
that side and I'll stay on this side."

The dark woman lowered her head and flashed a'tjflirmeet you halfway in a
second."

"l can do that." The bard's chest rose high al$ @sgaped as a sigh. "We need to talk
about this." She relaxed now. "This is ssso confu8iShe started walking back to the
middle of the camp.

Xena nodded in agreement about her friend's wad®e She started sauntering up
towards her partner.

They met half way in front of the fire. Each shglyiled but went serious when they
sat down so that their knees touched.

"Okay..." The bard trailed off not sure how to betirs talk. She stared at the green-
yellow grass. "Um, where we start?" She lifted éygs to Xena.

The warrior sighed as she sat crossed leggedmn &fcher companion. "Let's get
some things unconfused.”

"Yeah." The young woman fisted up her left hand &mpbed it against the other
woman's knee. She sighed and asked, "Maybe | slkeapldin myself huh?" She
peeked up to her friend once more.

Xena shrugged a little. "You don't have to. | ssfrtinderstand... | do it myself." She
grinned now.



Gabrielle grinned for all of two seconds but ldst©kay..." She breathed calmly. "I
think | started sleeping with strangers about a gga." She cringed while waiting for
the explosion from her friend, it never came.

The older woman tilted her head to the left adittiAnd why?"

The bard wasn't sure if she wanted to tell butvgtieted to so that it would end the
confusion. "Because over two and half years agalized | was in-love with you."

She dropped her eyes. "You don't understand howiharto travel beside you." She
sighed a little. "And | don't mean in the way oftparship." She lifted her hooded
eyes. "But | mean just being physically near amsalon the roads. | get so dazed and
distracted, can't focused." She grinned a litllen fucky I've only slept with three

men in the past year."

Xena slowly corked an eyebrow. "Three?" She stadexvilly grin. "I'm must be
losing my touch." She saw her friend get a confusel. "If I'm only driving you to
have sex with three men that's bad."

Gabrielle laughed yet went serious for a seconeéatwell that was only men," she
mumbled.

"Women too?"

"Oh no," was the small woman's fast response. Bbeksher head. "I couldn't do
that."

"And why?" The warrior's elbows rested on her kreses her hands in her lap.

The young woman grinned but was serious in tonecdBse | wanted to save up for
the best... or at least hope for it."

The Warrior Princess gradually nodded in understandThat's why | slept with a
lot of strangers t0o0." She sighed as she shookdwet. "Thought | could drown out
my desire for you." She grinned at the bard. "Onfde it worse | came to find out.”

"Yeah?" Gabrielle furrowed her eyebrows while noddi’Same here." She chuckled.
"Isn't it so annoying?"

Xena laughed then shook her head while gazing dd&vnostrating," she whispered.

"Uh huh."” The bard sighed a little. "So now wha$he lost any sort of happiness in
her voice. "As much as I'd like to jump you now.still..." She looked away.

"Feel hurt?" The warrior reached out to squeezdriaard's knee. "Same here." She
sighed sadly.

The small woman looked back quickly. "And it's egen what you said or did these
two days but more because of what | did." She slh@olhead. "l feel... nasty for
what | did." She laughed bitterly. "I feel like ¢\cheated on you even though we're
not together."

The tall woman's head swayed a little. "Me too.& $m her hand through her bangs.
"Look either way it's fifty-fifty." She looked witintense eyes. "We're even and we
were never together to begin with." She shruggadd'we both know we want to...



jump each other.”

A laugh came from Gabrielle. "That's a good thingery good."” She smiled but
sighed. "We'll hold back on the jumping each otilklater.”

"So, you're saying we're together Gabrielle?" Tlaerwor corked an eyebrow with a
grin.

Gabrielle quickly looked up with a worried look.din... are you?"

Xena dropped her arms back behind her so she ptdmyeupper body. She leaned
against her hands as she studied her friend. Skaghn etched its way across her
lips. "Yeah," she whispered. Suddenly she foundri@td bounding into her. So she
fell onto her back with the younger woman on tohef. Her arms went around the
bard.

Gabrielle laughed a little and buried her head theowarrior's neck.
The Warrior Princess started to grin again. "l tff@uve were jumping later?"

"Yeah." The blond lifted her head as an amused took over. "But | jumped into
you... not on you."

"Oooh." The warrior nodded in acceptance and clbsecyes.
"So are we sleeping here and like this?" The bakeg@ her friend in the ribs.

Xena momentarily groaned from the poke. "No." Sghed a little. "Let's try the
bedrolls. Are you tired?"

The bard lifted her head. "Yeah, haven't barelgtdieese two nights." She realized
what she was saying and turned her head away.

The warrior caught this and lifted her hand to Gale's opposite cheek. She brought
her friend's face back towards her. "Let me mak ito you? Deal?"

"As long as | can to you?" Gabrielle corked an egeb She knew that would require
for her friend to sleep in late tomorrow morning.

Slowly a warm smile eased along the older womats.f"Wouldn't have it any other
way."

"Perfect." The small woman carefully got up to staBhe then clasped her hands
together and raised them above her head to stretch.

Xena stood up slowly and breathed calmly at segiegcene of the bard arching her
body out. She reached up to grasp her friend'ssh&@ite locked eyes. "Let's make one
thing clear." Her expression was dead pan serious.

Gabrielle had a worry look as her arms lowered Wigna's hands over hers. She
slowly nodded.

"You are mine Gabrielle." The warrior's seriousr@ggsion never shifted. "That means
you don't sleep with anybody else." A hint of angiwwveaked her lips.

The bard raised an eyebrow slowly. "Let's makerdleat you're not to sleep with



anybody Xena but with me." She started to smirkndAlon't even have... sex with
yourself."

Xena's eyes widen. "What?" She said a little lou8lye dropped her shoulders.
"That's a nightly ritual.”

The young woman stood shock as she saw her watral off to the other side of the
fire. She had a smug look now. "Oooh now | know twtoan doduring those patrol
walks." She narrowed her eyes in suspicion.

The older woman laughed as she tossed some wanthmfire. "You found me
out.” She evilly grinned. Her eyes looked extrailigv from the fire's reflection.

Gabrielle stared becoming captured by the firelddgmcing over her friend's body.
Finally she responded with a tease. "Next timellybatve to take me on one of those
patrol walks."

An evil laugh came from the Warrior Princess. "OWjll." She came around the fire
to her bard. Now a smile controlled her lips. "tefet some sleep huh?"

"Yeah." The Amazon Queen walked over to the beslmith her partner and finally
felt the day catch up. Her right hand ruffled hairtas she knelt down to unlace her
boots.

The warrior did the same as well as took her amififcthen her weapons. Soon she
settled into the bedroll beside her friend withoatent sigh. "How you feel?"

"A lot better." Gabrielle turned her head to hernea. "Talk about from one extreme
to the other today."

"Yeah." The tall woman crossed her legs at theemKWeird huh?"

"I'm getting use to it after three years." The skayman smirked to her partner.
"Everyday with you is an adventure."

"Gee thanks." Xena started to laugh. "But it's true

"Isn't it?" The bard sucked in a long breath thHemwly released it. "We have such a
fast pace lifestyle."

"Yeah well... | can tell you the sex between us wba'fjuite as fast,” she mumbled.
"What?" Gabrielle whipped her head to the righte &peated herself. "What?"

The older woman laughed as she placed her hands badhead. "Hey, I'm savoring
it."

The Queen snickered as her hands went to her stortidaw | can understand that."
The watrrior rolled to her left onto her side anéneel down at her bard. "Gabrielle?"

Gabrielle caught the serious look and tone. "Ye&i® reached over with one hand
to grasp one of Xena's.

"There's something else we need to make clear.aXen a grin but wiped it away.
"This isn't just a physical thing." She brushedkdalond bangs. "l was serious, | am



in-love with you. And | don't want you thinking thigust... lust for you and that's
it." She smiled warmly. "It's deeper then that."

"Deep huh?" Gabrielle smiled warmly. "Tell me haav fleep this is for you Xena."
"Right to the soul."

The bard searched her friend's eyes seeing eveny touth in it. "Through and
through.” She squeezed her friend's hand tighiglit to my body, emotions, heart,
and soul you have me."

Xena squeezed the hand back tightly as well. Sgarb® smile with twinkling blue
eyes. "Just the way | like it." She leaned dowtetalerly kiss her bard. Slowly she
lifted her head back up. She pressed her lips agher partner's cheek and
whispered, "Sleep time."

Gabrielle chuckled. "Yeah, way past my bedtime.& 8issed her warrior lightly and
rolled to her right into Xena's arms.

Snuggling into each other the pair quickly foungegl. A long and hard sleep that
night.

~*Part 4*~

The sun streamed through the trees in the earlpimgpmist from the east. The sun
warmed the two locked bodies in the small campuin this made the pair awake
together.

The bard stretched in her partner's arms. Shettivkied her head back under her
warrior's head.

Slowly blue eyes revealed to the world. "Mmm, titoeise and shine."

"Like I've said," mumbled the bard, "I rise butdrdt shine.” Her arms then suddenly
tightened around the older woman. "Go back to skeephad a deal.”

The warrior soon had a grin spreading across haesgion. "True."

"Uh huh, so go back to sleep." Gabrielle threwtbprleg over Xena's legs to
emphasis the need to sleep.

"Alright," whispered the warrior. She kissed herdmforehead then closed her eyes.

Soon the partners were back to sleep. They slefaité into that morning. Once they
did rise from their bedrolls they felt refreshedi aaady to take on the day.

Xena kicked a little bit of dirt over the dead fater smoldering it earlier.

Gabrielle peered up to her warrior while kneelimgvd to tie her boots. "Where we
headed?"

The older woman shrugged and put her hands oniper'Wwell... we're about
midway between Athens and the Amazons. Feel littee?"

"You're joking?" The Amazon Queen raised an eyebtda/love to see the Amazons
or go to Athens but... things have been crazy end®&jie glanced back to her tying



of boots. "We don't need that."

"Yeah." Xena lowered her arms and strolled ovérelomare to tack the horse up.
"Any suggestions?"

"I don't know." The young woman stood up and caméehind her friend. At first
she wasn't sure of the idea but went ahead wighi. slipped her arms around Xena's
waist and pulled her in.

The tall woman smiled and released the strap fostiirups. She leaned back into her
bard. Her hands covered Gabrielle's. "No suggesgibn

Gabrielle lowered her head onto Xena's back degithiis was a good idea. "Mmm,
how about we just relax and spend time alone?"

"That'll be hard," huffed the warrior with a glare.

The small woman sighed. "Don't remind me. If we'tiga looking for trouble, it'll
find us."

Xena chuckled. "Yeah really." She slowly sighedhthk | may have some ideas."
"Yeah?"

"Uh huh."” The Warrior Princess turned in the sraaths and pulled her bard in.
"Gamed?"

"Always." Gabrielle hugged her partner tightly. tlree get my stuff.”

"Alright, I'll take care of Argo." Xena's right hdrcame under her companion's chin to
tilt her head up. She leaned down.

The bard felt warm lips cover hers in a delicatskWhen she pulled back she saw a
loving smile on her warrior's face. She chucklethvai smile and left her safe haven
in her friend's arms.

The warrior turned back to her war-horse to finagth the tacking.

Within a few minutes the pair were on the roadetizng again. They hadn't eaten
breakfast and figured since it was so late in tloening they'd wait till lunching

hours. About midway through the trek Gabrielle gis@ared into the forest for a relief
moment.

Xena had shifted to the saddlebags and start amgpekiew things. Afterwards she
grasped the reins again and spotted out of theecoifrher eye a warrior coming
down the road towards her. Even from this distamzecould tell this person wasn't
nice. She turned to face the person coming towaeds

The newcomer came right up to Xena and narroweadelges. "And who are you?"
The man put his hands to his hips. He was faidyged looking and rather filthy.

"Xena." The warrior took a step towards him.

"The Warrior Princess?" The warrior laughed as tnekdy reached back to unsheathe
his sword. "l am... was the warlord Harris."



"And your point is?" The warrior Princess folded heams against her chest. Behind
she the ex-warlord she spotted her partner comihgfathe woods.

"Well, my reputation has gone down the drain.” igpointed his sword at the
warrior. "If | kill you | can get it back."

"Then you mind as well considered you reputatiaewed.” Xena corked an eyebrow
with her coolly attitude.

Gabrielle grinned as she snuck silently up behedman. She raised her staff while
still taking steps towards the warlord.

"No, yours is." Harris raised his sword. He weift sis the Amazon Queen's staff
made hard contact with the back of his head. Sldwdyeyes rolled back up into his
head as the crack echoed down the road. He felbiak.

Xena bent her knees and jumped back as the wamtasthed to the ground. She
looked down to see the man's head touching thetiper boots.

"Who was that?" Gabrielle was leaning against tedf gazing at Xena.

"The warlord Harris... or ex-warlord." Xena shrugged! looked up.

The bard slowly nodded and looked down at the rhan to Xena. "That's nice."
The warrior corked an eyebrow. "You ready to go?"

"Yup." The Amazon Queen straightened up as shedtutm face the way they were
headed.

Xena smiled. "Let's go." She unfolded her armswaaliked on the warlord as if he
were a rug. She grabbed her mare's reins anddstaai&ing down the road with her
partner. "So what you feel like for lunch?"

"Fish sound good?"
The taller woman chuckled. "Wonderful to me."

~Fk ko

Xena slowly reclined and found her head restinpenbard's warm stomach. She
stretched out her legs while breathing deeply.tBlegue ran along the inside of her
bottom teeth. She could still taste the hints ckfigh in her mouth.

Gabrielle's right hand rested on the warrior's ti&ise brought her left hand to Xena's
shoulder to caress there. She was laying on héribdbe green grass in the open
field.

The older woman herself was laying down with, afirse, her head on Gabrielle's
stomach. Her left hand had came up to lace withriélidds hand.

"That one looks like a dragon.”" The young womanedrher head a little while
chuckling.

"Sort of." Xena stared at the dragon like cloudniM, more like a wolf."



"A wolf, where you get a wolf out of that cloud?"

"Well see..." The large hand began to point in dimct"There's the ears, the tail, and
the body."

"That's one deformed body."

"So was your dragon.” Her hand fell back to hemstoh.

Gabrielle snickered for a second. "It is now beeahs cloud is reshaping.”
"No, it was just deformed."

"Ha ha." Gabrielle grumbled as she continued cargdeer warrior's shoulder. "How
about that one?" She pointed then returned her.hand

"Mmm." The dark woman considered. "A dog."

"Are you having a canine fetish?" The bard snictere

The older woman chuckled for a second then ask&tat's it look like to you?"
"It reminds me of..." The small woman chuckled. "AahArgo."

"l could see that... pony version."

"Yeah." Gabrielle nodded in agreement. She forgouathe cloud watching for a
moment. "You know what these large clouds mean?"

"Uh huh, we're sleeping in a cave tonight." Xemged a little. "l think | know where
oneis."

"Yeah, where you and your army use to go aftetdsato heal the wounded."
"No actually to keep extra supplies,” said the warsmugly.

The young woman quietly laughed with a smile. "Migtake," she whispered.
The warrior grinned while taking a deep breath.efflagain, it might not rain."

"Hasn't rained in awhile anyway." Gabrielle squekaer warrior's hand. "We're
doing well huh?"

Xena slowly let a warm smile cross her lips. "Yé&ame whispered.
"Mmm, maybe my nightfall we'll be jumping each athe
"Right," the warrior sarcastically responded.

"One can dream." The bard chuckled while takingepdbreath. She then felt her
partner roll onto her stomach.

Xena rested the side of her head on her bard'sastoagain. She brought her arms
over Gabrielle's stomach like she was a pillow.isTi& comfortable.”

"So | noticed.” Gabrielle lifted her head to seefnend's eyes closed. "Real



relaxing." She chuckled and lowered her head agtgnhands were on Xena's back
massaging a little.

The warrior moaned quietly. "Keep it up and I'lldsdeep.”
The bard stopped massaging.
"Gabrielle," growled the Warrior Princess.

The young woman smirked and went back to the masgé#ge upper back. She
sighed a little then started to chuckle. "I stdhtt believe you caught me."

Xena lifted her head with a corked eyebrow. "Yowamwith Joseph?"
"Uh huh... well just in general.”

The tall woman sighed dramatically while lowerirgy Inead back down. "Next time
invite me."

The young woman laughed and let her breath outlgléiI'd known | could | would
have." She lost her grin. "l wish | did know."

Xena felt the sensitiveness coming in. "Betterrlgdien never."
"l should have never done it."

The dark woman shrugged. "l did it." She squeeazdhrd. "It shouldn't matter in
the end.”

"Why?" quietly asked the bard.

"Because..." The Warrior Princess lifted her healbt¢i eyes. "What matters is that
we can forgive and forget." She smiled warmly. "@dwave been a worse situation."

"True." Gabrielle smiled sadly.

Xena lowered her head again but before placedsa&i&abrielle's stomach. Once her
head was down, her eyes closed again. The massatjeued on her back.

~Fk ko

"So, you don't think we get to jump each othergbi?" The bard evilly grinned to
her partner.

Xena laughed while walking down the road. "Mmm'sleee who can last longer."
"Right." Gabrielle grinned. "I lose, let's get it.b

"I don't think so." The warrior grinned now.

"Oh come on." The young woman quickly reached ouityt and grab her friend.

The tall woman jumped away and started to put degtdetween her and Gabrielle.
She wagged her index finger at her bard. "Tskrtekyet. Wait till the... ripe
moment."

The Amazon Queen evilly grinned. "Yeah well, | warpluck now." She laughed



evilly. "What you gonna do anyway huh?"
Xena's turned to evilly grin. "I'll tie your hantis.

"Oooh." Gabrielle narrowed her eyes with her giAnd what you gonna do about my
tongue?"

Xena's eyes widen and she laughed. "I'll figureetbimg out."

"Yeah well | can figure out perfect something autld with it." The small woman
walked over to her partner.

The warrior stopped walking and dropped the reithe late afternoon. She grabbed
her bard's hand and held them to their sides.d'lteththis will be bad." She lowered
her head close to Gabrielle's.

"Oh?" The bard grinned. "A good bad or an evil Bad?

"Both." The tall woman brushed her lips over Gdleig and saw her friend close her
eyes. She them lifted her head to start walkingnegféer getting the reins. "Better
keep moving before the storm comes."

Gabrielle's head started to bob as she narroweelylesrat her warrior's back. "Oh, the
storm already came," she whispered. Power walkiegcaught up to her partner.

~Fk ko

Xena found herself slammed up against the cavelinawdightening stuck and
thunder rolled. She gazed down into dark green. &jiask of control?"

Gabrielle slowly raised an eyebrow. "Never." Shesped her body more into Xena's.
"You?"

"Completely under control."”
"Sure," was the mocked reply.
Lightening flashed again which lit the inside oé ttavern.

The warrior just grinned while lowering head toskiger bard gently. "Wait this out
huh?"

The bard wrapped her arms around her partneryidghlie took in a large breath to
calm herself. "Yeah I'm sure if we started ourtreteship as, "l love you. Let's have
sex." Wouldn't be such a great relationship inldimg run."

"That's my thinking." Xena lowered her head ontd@sle's while whispering, "Not
that | don't find you incredible."

"Not quite like you." Gabrielle smiled to hersélkena?"
"Yeah?"

The bard took a deep breath and whispered, "I'my.S@he gazed up to her partner.
"l never thought any of that would happen." Herselgavered. "Never thought you



would be in-love with me."

Xena closed her eyes for a moment. "In a way lad gl happened.” She opened her
eyes. "Otherwise we wouldn't be at this point now."

Gabrielle peered up again. "We would have just keping sleeping with anybody
and fall into a system. Instead of ever tellingreow we feel huh?"

"Yeah." The warrior brushed back her bard's haér. kand came back down. "What
happened to the two friends at the end of yourS3tor

The small woman slowly began to smile. "They becamburt by the other's action
and finally told their emotions. They realized tivegre soulmates."

"Sounds like another couple | know." Xena grinnetlieer eyes were warm.
"Yeah me too." Gabrielle had a thinking look. "Wenavho though."
The tall woman laughed. "Maybe that bard and wahidh?"

"I think that's the couple." The young woman chedklith a smile. "That are so
stubborn.”

The dark woman chuckled but lost her happiness.

The rain drops fell down outside.

The Amazon Queen suddenly had a worried look. "Vigha?"

"l was a pretty big bitch the other night huh?" Aesghed deeply.

Gabrielle furrowed her eyebrows and thought badkémight her partner was
referring her. The lightening and thunder flashed ebared. She realized and dropped
her confused look. "Xena, | deserved it. | doréinié you for sleeping with that
warrior."

Xena started to shake her head. "l should have gboet it differently instead of
trying to hurt you as well."

"Like | said, | deserved it."

"That's not true."” The Warrior Princess narroweddyes as the thunder rumbled. "I
should have talked to you."

The small woman grasped her warrior's arms. Sheetlgtitly. "Xena, it's over. | don't
blame you at all. Let's just let go of it huh?"

Slowly the tall woman nodded with a fine smile takher lips. "Yeah."

The bard's rare loving bright smile took contrdlhank you." She paused. "You know
what?"

"Mmm?"

"I love you."



Xena's eyes were twinkling warmly as her smile viesrh small to brilliant. "I love
you too, Gabrielle." She leaned down to captureblaed's lips.

Gabrielle gently moaned in the kiss as she wasitake a world of pure love and
Xena went with her. This was all that mattered.

The End



