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Small Talk
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There was a sudden silence of Argo's hoof beats.

Gabrielle stopped too and looked behind herselfijdgoing why her partner stopped.
"Something wrong?" Her shoulders tensed and steel lifer staff in a defense
position.

Xena jumped off her mare's saddle and her bootsugha small cloud of dust on the
road. "No." She looked around the surrounding wasdeg a band of enemies would
suddenly attack them. "Why?"

"You stopped.”

The watrrior felt a grin tug at her lips. "Is thatay?"

The bard sighed and her shoulders finally relaXédah... yeah." She brushed it off
and continued walking down the road.

Xena dropped her head to one side and then lifteal she could shake it. She started
to walk fast and with her long strides, she easalyght up to Gabrielle. She threw her



left arm around Gabirielle's shoulders. "l think me=d a break."”

"A what?" Gabrielle was grinning but her expressias worn and her eyes rather
dark.

The Warrior Princess shook her head again. Shegbbkr arm away but not without
using her hand to ruffling Gabrielle's hair. "Coore partner. Let's get into this
town."

"No, no... no soft beds. We have to rrrrrrough ithdg protested the smirking bard.
"Oh, drop it," retorted the Warrior Princess. "Eing She hurried her pace and went
ahead of Gabrielle. "You can sleep with Argo ahidhdive the queen size bed all to
myself."

Gabrielle stopped and her jaw went slack. "Sledp thiat horse, never!"

Argo whined and threw a glare back at Gabrielle.

The Amazon Queen snickered but broke into a jagatoh up. "l guess | can put up
with a soft, queen size bed tonight." She then bpld finger. "But just this once,
Xena."

The Warrior Princess flashed a huge grin. "I knewy wouldn't refuse.”

It was a little while after sunset that the paid Imade it into an inn. They quickly got
a room and disappeared into it with all of theilobgings.

Gabrielle was the first one to fly into the bedddirst. "Oh gods!"

Xena stood there at the foot of the bed, her handser hips, and a huge grin
plastered to her face. "I thought this was suppo$® bad."

"Gods yes!" Gabrielle rolled onto her back, theghagt smile on her face, and she
yelled, "This is just Tartarus!"

The Warrior Princess sighed despite her grin, whlolwly shifted into a smile.
"Anything for the Amazon Queen." She walked bac&rde where they'd put the
saddlebags. She took a minute to remove her swatrd@lzakram.

"Gee | wish," taunted the bard.

Xena sighed yet again then went around to the emgéyof the bed and slowly lay
down. "Not bad," she agreed.

The Amazon Queen chuckled and rolled onto hesld# to face Xena. She lifted her
head up and positioned her hand under her heawpoherself up. "So when is
dinner?"



"Actually it won't be for another candlemark or"s§ena crossed one leg over the
other and rested her hands onto her stomach.

Gabrielle lowered her eyes and watched her pastharids lace together. She lifted
her eyes back up to Xena. "Sssso... what are we goidg until then?"

"Relax," quietly replied the warrior. She closed éges and took a deep breath. "Take
a nap, Gabrielle."

The Amazon Queen grunted and said, "Too late far'th

Xena cracked open one eye and whispered, "Whabdsyggest then?" She closed
her eye again and waited for a response.

Gabrielle seriously considered it and then suddeergwned on her, her expression
as bright as a sunrise. "l got it."

"What is it? A bath?"

"Even better."

"Oh gods... count me out then," spoke up Xena.

Gabrielle reached over and swatted her partneris ar

A small grin pulled at Xena's lips. "What is it?&€Hone was more sincere this time.
"How about we... talk."

Xena's eyes flew open and she looked like she b@astdo scream. "Oh gods," she
moaned.

"Xena, let's talk!" gushed the bard.
For a response, the watrrior rolled to her right aedt off the bed.

Gabrielle jumped up when she heard Xena land ofiadbe She peered over the edge
of the bed to see Xena's face pressed into the floo

"Anything but talking,” moaned the Warrior Princess

"Oh come on, it'll be fun." Gabrielle reached dowith her right hand and grabbed
onto Xena's leathers. She started to lift Xena up.

"Wooo000!" The warrior was surprised by her friergti®ngth and decided to just get
up.

Gabrielle scooted away when her partner got bathkarbed with her. "Seriously, we
outta just relax and... talk." For a response, al gbt was a very long, dramatic sigh.
"Ooooh Xena, be fair. We hardly ever talk anymore."



"Yes we do," protested the warrior, "Gabrielle kstthe fire... Gabrielle cook the
dinner, Gabrielle there's a bad guy behind you...ri@lé don't do a back flip and
sprang your ankle. Gabrielle, you need to take-a ba

"Okay, okay," cut in the Amazon Queen. "But | meeal talk." She was back lying
on her side to face Xena. She reached over antiedu¢ena's side. "Please. | mean,
we've been traveling together for how long now?"

"Two years, two months, six days, eighteen hourd,thirty-six minutes."

"Really?" whispered the warrior-bard.

Xena turned her head and looked down at her corapativeah, really."

Gabrielle blinked and tilted her head back so shédcpeer into soft blue eyes.
"Wow."

"Why wow?" Xena waited for a response and staxexktiously wonder if she was
going to get an answer.

"Oh sorry," apologized the smaller woman. She clattknd said, "Just can't believe
its been two years now."

"Mmmm," agreed Xena.

"But then again," started the bard, "it seems nmianger than that."
"Mmmm," agreed Xena again.

Gabrielle partially glared at her partner. "Can gay anymore than that?"
"Mmmm uh huh," replied the warrior.

The bard groaned, rolled her eyes and said, "Stéote/orry me there." She grunted
and rolled away so that her back faced Xena now.

The Warrior Princess felt a few laughs bubble gide of her. "I'm just not a
babbling bard,” she taunted.

"Ooooh that's real rich, Xena." Gabrielle rolledtkaver and faced Xena again.

"Well somebody has to do the talking. | mean g@anl get a better conversation from
your horse than you."

Xena shook her head as a grin spread across ketllip better,” she countered.

"You are," agreed the bard. She watched as Xeyessstipped closed.

"l use to talk a bit when | was younger," startezh.

"Yeah?" urged the bard, an amused grin on her face.



"Not as bad as you though, Gabrielle.”
"Thanks," deadpanned the younger woman.

"No problem." Xena got a light push at her sidetha response. She laughed quietly
but her smile slowly disappeared. "We're not thi¢iknt, Gabrielle.”

"Oh right, how you figure that, Xena?" The Amazone@n propped herself back up
again with her arm and hand. "I mean, we're oppssit every way possible."”

"Not completely.” There was a long pause as Xena adittle serious but she
continued speaking. "Like | said, when | was youtajked plenty then." She
shrugged then added, "I believed that love conglallel dreamed too about settling
down one day with a husband and having a chilgvor"t

"W0000, are you serious?"

Xena cracked open one eye and saw the tauntingolo@abrielle's face. She grinned
back but when her eye shut again, she was alsausefiYes, | did."

"l did too," agreed Gabrielle, "Shoot | even tried.

Xena reached over and grasped Gabrielle's left,isddredgave it a brief squeeze.
"Sometimes change is good."

"And sometimes its not," reminded the bard. SheasgiXena's grip tightening briefly
then she released her hand. Gabrielle faintly tledder hand to try and shake the
intense heat she'd felt. "It was meant to be, mvinced of that now. Perdicus was
meant to pass away."

"Why do you say that?" quietly asked the warrior.

"I don't know... its just something I'm sure of, yatow. | mean...." Gabrielle trailed
off as she peered up at Xena and studied her'lde®e you ever imagined your life

if you weren't the Warrior Princess. If your villgvas never attacked, Ly was never
killed, and you remained a villager. Eventually yoprobably settle down and have a
husband and kids." She took a deep breath. "Camyagine that life? And if you
can, does it suit your taste?" Gabrielle couldhell best friend was imagining that
life in her head. She then decided to speak whatXeas probably thinking. "Its just
not you, Xena. This is who you're meant to be... wag or another."

"Hmmmm." Xena took a long and deep breath, hertdiikesg with air until it

couldn't hold anymore then slowly reseeding oubti™and Perdicus married... a boy
and girl. Tilling a farm together and taking yotnildren to their grandparents and
Aunt Lila." She stopped and listened to GabrieHaakle at her. "Only thing is, you
can't tell your stories because its looked dowimgrour town and maybe even
Perdicus."

"I think Perdicus would have let me tell stories baly in the home."

"Yes but that was then and I'm talking about a witiaXena opened her eyes and



looked at her partner. "Perdicus would let youg#adkies now because you've been a
bard. But if you'd married before being a barcglidve you'd hide it a little more."”

"I'm really not sure... that's kind of a maybe." Galte had her lips pressed tightly
together. "Around my kids | would tell them storlag in public, probably never."

"And you wouldn't write them," added Xena.

The bard sighed at those thoughts. "Besides... lavouhave anything worth writing
about." She reached over and let her fingertipshto(ena's forearm. "That's one of
the things you give me, great stories to write ticabout."

"We," corrected Xena. She now sensed Gabriellegeftips trailing down her arm
and stop at her wrist. She held back her grin asmstved her hand up and captured
her friend's hand in her own.

"Hmmm." Gabrielle couldn't control her smile ana $aced her fingers through
Xena's. "Know one thing we're opposites about?"

"What's that?" whispered the watrrior.

"Well... I'm more you know... touchy feely than you."

Xena rubbed her thumb over the top of Gabriellatsdh "Not... exactly."

"Oh come on," protested the bard, "Xena, you giarae if | touch you too long. You
know how | am, if you're somebody | love, | touahuya lot. Physical contact is
another way | talk."

"Yes | know." The warrior turned her head to thie éad grinned at her best friend.
"What?" The bard tried to raise her eyebrow likenXalways does.

"l glare at you huh?"

"Yes," grumbled the bard. "You're not big into... ploal contact like me. You hate
it." She then heard Xena starting to laugh andalha bit of anger boil up in her.
"What's so funny?"

Xena held back the rest of her laughter knowinvgauld only upset her partner. She
then lifted up her left hand that was locked witibBelle's. "Oh yeah, | hate physical

contact."

Gabrielle glimpsed down at their locked hands tleeked up at Xena again only to
blush. "Okay... maybe hate is a strong word."

"Gabrielle," drew at the Warrior Princess, "justéese | glare at you doesn't mean |
dislike it." She lowered their hands back down dhbed.

"What you saying?" Gabrielle narrowed her eyesuspgion.



"l glare at you and let you think what you wanthok." Xena watched as a confused
look came over her partner. "Gabrielle, have yoer @@en how | react when
somebody else touches me?"

"Yeah, sure... you glare at them, remove their hangyst flat out punch them. So?"

The warrior didn't reply and simply arched an egebat her. She waited for
Gabrielle to add things up and she knew she haa @abrielle's confused
expression grew with understanding.

"Wait one Hades of a moment." Gabrielle suddentyipabreaking their hand
contact, and she now used the hand to point arfeig€ena. "Are you telling me all
along | could have been touching you without inigei. a problem? You... you...."
Gabrielle growled and hastily said the rest. "Ytarg at me to make me think you
don't like it but if you hadn't you'd told me so."

Xena nodded her head in confirmation.

"Xena," growled the bard. "All this time, I've befaeling so gods be damned guilty
and here all along you didn't mind one single bit."

The warrior knew she was in deep trouble now. Btih@ same time, the frustrated
and angry look on her friend's face was startingnéixe her laugh.

"Xena, this isn't funny!"

"Gabrielle," hastily replied the warrior, "it's noty fault. All you had to do was ask.
You didn't ask so | let you assume what you wata€dShe saw Gabrielle's
expression growing angrier and her green eyes hgu&he held up her right hand
with her index finger up. "Remember don't assuneabse it makes an ass out of u
and me." She knew she just did herself in thattdm@cause Gabrielle's eyes went
from burning to pure wild. "Gabrielle, come on... mst that-"

"Xena," growled the bard, "don't even try to woduy way out of this one." She was
breathing heavily, her chest rising and fallingyreat lengths.

"Oh boy," whispered the warrior. She pushed hergelivith her hands and sat up
now. "I'll make it up to you," she persisted.

"You're damn right you will," declared the angryda

This could be fun, thought Xena to herself. "Whlist help too?" Xena pushed herself
forward and picked up Gabrielle's hands into hem.d\im sorry | didn't tell you,
Gabrielle. Will you forgive me?" She kept her sagadace but a grin was just lying
underneath her lips. "I didn't mean to upset y&@hé watched as Gabrielle's temper
slowly defused because she knew if it was one tGialgrielle couldn't ignore it was
an apology.

"Its okay," whispered the Amazon Queen. "Just dorgtare at me anymore."

Now Xena couldn't hold back her grin anymore. "hd



"You promise?" persisted Gabrielle. "Even in frohbthers?"
"l promise and not in front of others."

The bard pretended to sniff as if it upset her,olwhi had but came to a dead stop
when Xena apologized. "l feel better now."

"Oh good," tormented the warrior yet she had a wsmie on her face. "Lay back
down." She tugged on Gabrielle's hands.

The two friends carefully laid back down into thedmext to each other. Gabrielle
curled up along side of Xena while Xena stayed emblack but this time brought her
arm around so that her hand touched Gabriellels. Gd® bard had her forehead
pressed against Xena's side and her feet werevatteiXena's.

"I'm getting hungry."

"Mmmm." Xena looked off to her right out of the wliow. "About half a candlemark
before dinner."

The hungry bard sighed but closed her eyes. "Sasally don't mind?"
The warrior turned her head back and let her egiisstiut. "No, Gabrielle."

"Oh good." Gabrielle suddenly flung her left armeower partner's stomach. "That's
better.”

Xena laughed some and shook her head. "Just ddrit@carried away."
"Yeah right," teased the bard. "You just opened wghole nother door."
"l know," groaned at the Warrior Princess.

Gabrielle chuckled but when she settled down, sked "You know though, I'd
never been happy being Perdicus wife."

"Yeah | know." Xena idly ran her nails gently updashown Gabrielle's back. "You
were meant for this just like  am."

"Xena?"

"Hmmmm?"

"By the time we stop fighting for good-"

"You mean when we're dead?" joked the warrior.

"Basically," agreed the younger woman. "But seryyugu said we're going to grow

old together... | believe you on that. And when thg domes that we both run out
of... energy, | think you'll have finished atoning f@ur past.”



"How can you be so sure, Gabrielle?" Xena let dohg sigh.

"l admit, | don't know everything about your pastld don't need to just to know how
to add the numbers up. But what does make a diiteres the fact you're a good
person, Xena." Gabrielle lifted her head up now simelslightly turned so that she
could rest her chin on Xena's chest. "The diffeegsdhat you killed out of your past
while others out there kill purely because thegirg. You take responsibility for your
actions and your past then try to amend for it, ye@ where you went wrong. The
people we fight against are the ones that willstop and will not see anything evil
about it."

Xena had been staring into her partner's soft geges. Her words seem to sooth
some kind of fear deep inside of her. "And how ygamn be sure | will atone,
Gabrielle?"

"Only you can know, Xena," whispered the bard. "Bknow you will simply because
you're a good person."

"How will | know when | have?"

The bard could tell Xena was being serious andaiteed to Gabrielle for the
answers. She gently squeezed Xena's stomach witirineand quietly answered the
guestion. "You'll know when you finally put your emd away and no longer feel an
urge to hold it. The day you run out of energy Walit. That energy, that drive in you
is the part of you that wishes to seek out thateteent and soon as its been satisfied
then you'll stop. And soon as you stop the strutjgdés been in you since the day
Cortese attacked your home."

Xena closed her eyes, her breathing was steadshleutied to grasp Gabrielle's
words. Her words repeated in her head in quickh#ias"There are times where | feel
like there will never be an end, Gabrielle." Shadyrally opened her eyes.

Gabrielle's lips formed into a frown and she felinsany emotions touch her at the
way Xena felt. "There will be," she promised.

"How can you be so sure?" urged the warrior.

A sad smile now took away the frown and Gabriellespered, "Because | am here...
and | will always be by your side."

"I know," whispered Xena. She could see how emaliber partner was and it was
growing in her too. She suddenly reached down afidgGabrielle up.

The bard quickly followed and rested on top of best friend. She buried her face
into Xena's neck.

Xena tightly wrapped her arms around the bard.sehsed Gabrielle's hands gripping
her shoulders and holding onto her.

"There will be an end," promised Gabrielle. "Thiélee peace.”



"I know," whispered back Xena. She turned her reeatipressed her lips against
Gabrielle's temple. She pulled away some amd guaeliied, "As long as you're
here."

"Always," promised the bard. Gabrielle then lifteek head and smiled at Xena. "One
day, you won't need me to find something thatsaaly in you."

Xena grinned and freed one hand. She poked heram@omnps nose and replied, "Until
then, you're stuck with me."

The Amazon Queen giggled softly but a suddenly eorexd look took over. "Wait...
| take that back, don't find any peace in yourg#llbe out of a job if you do that.”

The warrior laughed and said, "We'll find you a nave."
"Oh gee, thanks," teased the bard.

"Don't worry, Gabrielle you have plenty of... jobs."
"Yeah... | got best friend, partner-"

"Side-kick you mean," teased the warrior.

Gabrielle's eyes widened and she gently smacked'Xsite. She then pointed her
finger at her best friend. "You're the side-kick."

"And where does side-kick fit any where in Xena Warrior Princess, hmmmm?
Gabrielle, the Side-Kick." Xena then rolled witlu¢gnter as Gabrielle just stared at
her in shock and a slack jaw.

"You... you..." The offended bard rolled to her leftf the bed and landed on her
feet. "l have you know, | am Gabrielle the Amazameén." She stood tall, proud, and
hands on her hips, her chin up.

That only made Xena laugh even harder.

"Gabrielle, Bard Extraordinar."

Xena rolled onto her side, her arms over her stbeed she kept laughing.

Gabrielle groaned and dropped her hands from Ipst Bhe stared down at Xena's
back. "Ha, ha laugh it up, funny girl. | have yawkv, | am a staff master too."

Xena wiped the tears away from her eyes and jusienad out, "Ooooh... I'm scared
now."

The bard glowered at her partner. She sighed aa Kept laughing at her. She then
decided to extract revenge and a nasty one at'ffat's it, I'm pissed.” She reached
forward.



Xena suddenly yelped and rolled onto her back.rigét butt cheek still pounded in
pain from the hard pinch. "Gabrielle!" she roared.

Gabrielle laughed evilly and hastily moved to thieeo side of the room.

The warrior flew off the bed and spun around teefaer prey. "You're toast, bard,"
she growled.

"Can't toast me if you can't get me." Gabrielletesr knees into fighting stance,
mirroring her partner's movement.

"Gabrielle," drew out the smirking watrrior, "younet as fast as me."

"I'll agree to that." Gabrielle moved to her lefipser to the door. "But that doesn't
mean | won't try." She grabbed the handle.

"Gabrielle!" yelled the Warrior Princess.

Gabrielle screamed and threw open the door. Sheflyerg out of the door and she
felt her body full of shocks from the sensatiorkeha chasing after her. "Oh Hades!"
She heard Xena's boots slamming behind and the'satwar bang.

"Get back here!" yelled the watrrior.

"Oh gods!" Gabrielle went down the hallway then madjuick left and went
barreling down the tavern stairs.

Xena growled in frustration and went chasing dolegteps. "Look out below."

Gabrielle suddenly knew what the warrior was alblouto. She stopped on the second
to last step and suddenly saw a large body flylmemt and land neatly at the bottom
of the steps.

"Gotcha," growled the warrior.

The Amazon Queen stood on the step, her eyes pom#te warrior, and her right
hand gripping the railing of the steps. She waathiag as hard as Xena. She wanted
to look at all of the tavern patrons in the roon knew if for an instant she took her
eyes off Xena, she would lose. Suddenly an ideadoape came to mind and a huge
grin crept along her face. "l don't think so, Xérslne whispered and laughed.

Xena watched with amazement as her partner grableeailing with both hands and
went flying over it. She tilted her head to the labre and watched Gabrielle land on
a table that was luckily empty.

"Woooo!" yelped the bard as she swayed back arid &or the shaky table.
The warrior's first instinct was to rush over amatich her if she fell but she saw

Gabrielle recovering. She then finally stole a gkaat all of the tavern customers and
saw how everybody was staring at them.



Gabrielle had finally gained control of the wobkdyple. She looked at Xena and
threw a triumphant smile at her. "See yah latesygioke." She jumped off the table.

"Get back here," hissed the watrrior.

Gabrielle weaved between the tables, trying to nitatkethe front door. She saw
Xena was still after her and coming quickly after.H got to think of something,
growled the bard to herself. "Somebody stop hdr¥'yelled.

Two men jumped from their seats right after Galgilew past them.

Xena came to a sudden stop as the two men bloekegklth to her friend.

The Amazon Queen sighed when she made it to the 8be looked back and saw
the two men were trying to stop Xena. "Don't let inear me," she called and an evil

laugh came from her.

"Now miss, you should leave the young lass alosiated one man. He held up his
hands in defense. "Whatever she did, I'm sureatghat bad."

"Yeah right, my ass says otherwise," growled theraPrincess. "Get out of my
way."

Gabrielle snickered and called, "I only did thaseif defense because you hurt me."
Xena groaned and rolled her eyes.

"lts okay, lass," reassured the man. He then lobke#t at Xena. "I'm sure this can be
settled.”

Gabrielle was giggling so much now. She got a nlastly from her partner.

"You need to get out of my way," snarled the warrior I'll throw you out of my
way."

"We're not trying to get anybody hurt here, mighé second man now spoke up.
"We can all settle this if we sit down and just. Ikta

"Argh." Xena mentally counted to ten. "l hate talii" she growled through gritted
teeth. "That's it." She took a step closer to tlaech lifted her hands up.

Gabrielle opened the door some, knowing the puvgast about to continue. She then
decided it was best to save those two men. "P@aselet Xena, the Warrior
Princess get me," she begged but her eyes werklitvgn

"Warrior Princess?" spoke the first man.
"Xena?" repeated the second man. He turned hisfr@adGabrielle to the angry

warrior. "By the gods." He grabbed his friend'sskand tugged on it. "I think we
better get out of the way."



"You gods be damned better,"” hissed the warrioe. &me closer. "Because I've
killed people for less than this."

The two men yelled and made a hasty retreat.

The warrior's dark blue eyes flickered from the t@tveating men over to Gabrielle.
Suddenly a cat grin appeared in her expression.

"Oh gods," whispered the now fearful bard. "I'm otihere." She threw open the door
and went racing outside.

Xena growled and ran through the tavern and oubpie® door. "Gabrielle!"

The Amazon Queen stole a quick glance behind He&st quickly disappeared into
the tavern's small stable. She quickly realizetlhasv bad of an idea that was but she
tried to think of a plan. She went to Argo's séaitl jumped over the low door then
slid down it.

"Gabrielle, come out, come out." Xena stood ingh&ance of the doorway, her
hands grabbing either side of the doorway. "Leaitsbe silly about this," she called. "l
just want a little... compensation for my sore bhtttl have now." Her eyes were
scanning the stable. She saw how Argo was staomgnét the bottom of the stable.
"Nothing major just a small compensation.” Shegteof the doorway and started for
Argo's stall. "Just let me have... my way and thislall over." She closed in on the
stall. "Then we can go back into the tavern andidgeter." Her grin grew more and
more as she went to the stall door. "l know you tby@shungry by now." She stopped
and stood right in front of the door. "Doesn't somam chicken, with a cold salad,
and rice sound really good?" She went quiet and she got her response.

Gabrielle tried to cover her stomach but she cdudap it as it growled very loudly.
"Gotcha." Xena looked down at her partner.

Gabrielle dropped her head against the door anc:pesp. "Hi."

"Come here," growled the Warrior Princess. Shaedao reach over the door.
Gabrielle yelped and sprung up to her feet anceclusArgo.

"Stop making this hard on yourself," urged the waariShe bent her knees and
jumped over the door. "Just give me what | want."

"Never," protested the stubborn bard. She quidkiftexd to Argo's side. Xena lunged
for her and she expected it so she went underdegthand popped up on the other
side. "Stay back," she warned. "l had every righgibch you."

"No you didn't." Xena had a nasty grin on her face.

"You laughed at me!" roared the bard. Her eyeséddsvith anger.

The watrrior only laughed some more at the memotidsow."



Gabrielle glared and suddenly saw Xena coming af&rgo's back. She shifted and
went to the front of Argo. "Stay back," she wargain. She then looked up at Argo.
"Girl, stop her. Don't let her treat me like this."

Argo whined.
"Argo, no!" yelled the mare's master. "Don't listerthat... side-kick."

Gabrielle's jaw dropped again. "You hear that,?g8he calls me a side-kick and all |
do for her huh?"

Argo threw her head up and whined, she stompeé t@rhoof.

"Listen girl, if she calls me her side-kick. Whatwythink she calls you? I've heard her
call you her lap-horse." Gabrielle sympatheticpliyted Argo's neck.

Argo threw her head around and glared at her m&Ster huffed very loudly and her
eyes were slits.

"Don't listen to that centaur crap, girl," arguld tvarrior. "Who you gonna listen too
huh? That silly side-kick or me, who's your parttiet feeds you and cares for you
huh?"

The bard growled when she heard herself calleditlyeside-kick now and that Argo
was her partner instead. "Argo, how can you listelner? She's called you her slave.
You hear that girl, she thinks you're no bettentaalave. No wonder she leads you
by a rein instead of trusting you to follow alorgy Iside. Yeah sure you're her
partner."

Xena's jaw was now hanging down. "Gabrielle!" sbkeygl hotly.

"Look girl, she's getting angry because I'm tellyoy the truth.”

Argo whined hotly and glared at her master.

"Don't let her get away with this, Argo. Show hdrols the real slave."

Argo threw up her head and suddenly backed up simtilpinned Xena between her
rump and the wall.

"Argo!" yelled the watrrior. "Stop this!"

Gabrielle laughed happily and pointed a fingereatgartner. "Don't assume you're
gonna win, Xena because it'll make an ass..." Slkeetdat Argo's ass. "out of u." She
did a little dance in her spot and then pushed dpeistall door. "Seeeee yah, Xena!"
She wiggled her ass at the Watrrior Princess angilyagirolled off. "Gods, its great
being the winner and it works up an appetite t@® $ah, Argo. And don't let her
loose until she deserves it."

Argo whine out her agreement. She threw anothee gibher master then turned her



head away.

"Gabrielle!" screamed the Warrior Princess. Shevigd and tried to push Argo off
her but Argo just leaned back and pressed morehiveigo her master. Xena stopped
pushing and knew she could only talk her way ouhwf one. "Argo, come on... you
know | don't think you're a slave."

Argo ignored her and held her head up high.

"Oh come on, girl. You really don't believe thdlysside-kick?"

Argo hastily looked back and glared. She huffed.

"What?"

The mare stomped at the ground.

"What? Side-kick?"

Argo threw her head up and then looked away.

Xena groaned when she realized her horse was elsnding Gabrielle's honour.
"Since when did you care about Gabrielle?"

The mare looked back again and her tongue was mguogi.

"Oh gods," moaned Xena. She dropped her head agagnwall. "Okay, okay... she's
not a side-kick. She's my partner.”

Argo narrowed her eyes at her master. Her bottpratlick out in consideration.

"And Argo." Xena lifted her hand and started to hdv mare's left leg. "You're my
partner too. We're a team, girl. You know | coulaméke it without you." She noted
Argo's lower lip starting to go normal. "We've bgertners since day one. We work
together and you've learned to be the best warhbbrealways been so proud of
you." She almost groaned out how she was suckirtg ipr own horse. "Come on,
girl. You know you're so important to me. Thisesly silly." She patted her mare's
leg. "Just let me go huh?"

Argo was starting to seriously consider the idea.no

"Come on, Argo. | promise to make it up to youddrof this." The warrior
considered then said, "I'll give you an apple eveght for the rest of the week." She
couldn't believe she was now bribing her horsegosthe could get out of this.
"Including tonight."

Argo suddenly showed all of her teeth in a smilé sime stepped forward a few.
"Thanks, girl." Xena came up to her mare and thiewarms around her neck.

"You're the best." She kissed Argo's cheek anddeidf her. "See yah later tonight."
She then jumped over the stall door and came autdithe stable into the torch lit



street. She knew for a fact Gabrielle hadn't gawklbo the tavern since it'd trap her
again. She scanned the area hastily and trieguoefiout where she may have gone.
She then tilted her head to the right when hertheat seemed to pick up for no
reason. She turned a little to her left as heresen®nt up a notch and picked up
something. "Gabrielle," she drew out, "I know yeuiear by."

The bard held her hands out. She'd tried this bedad it didn't work so she had no
clue why it would now. She bent her knees and aihezdelf at her partner. I'll get
you yet... partner, thought the grinning bard.

Xena lifted her hands. "Show yourself, Gabrielle."

You've got it! screamed Gabrielle in her head. Siddenly jumped and went soaring
in the air and down towards Xena.

The warrior thought she'd heard something fromrxherself but higher up. She
disregarded it but still wondered where her compamvas hiding. Suddenly though
two hands touched her back and then an entire sladymed into her. She fell onto
the ground with Gabrielle on top of her. She liftet head. "Gabrielle!"

The Amazon Queen squealed when she felt Xenadittiem both up. She jumped up
and took off running again.

"That... that... side-kick," hissed the warrior. Shatoioued the chase after her best
friend.

The bard sprinted down the road and towards th&ehaface area. She found that
there was still a small crowd in the market sinmee shops remained open at night.
She started to weave through the people.

Xena became frustrated as she pushed her way thtbageople. She knew she
could easily lose track of her prey with these peespecially with how much smaller
she was too.

Gabrielle pushed past the people and hastily tdokradown an alley. She came to
the side of a building in the alleyway and predsedbody against it. She looked
around the corner and saw Xena almost througheabplp. She quickly looked away
and pressed her body against the building, hoperggXvouldn't find her. She
breathed hard from all of the running and surgexaftement she was getting from
this.

The bard then heard somebody moving down in tley.a8he looked off her left
shoulder and saw three rather dirty men appear frendark area of the alley. "Oh
great," she muttered.

"Hello there, girl."

Gabrielle narrowed her eyes at the man. "I'm tghiau know, just back off.” She
shivered though when the three men looked ovebbéy.

"I doubt we'll do that,” spoke up another man.



The Amazon Queen knew she wasn't going to getfahipeacefully. She also
knew it wasn't going to be easy considering she'dichve her staff and she didn't
exactly know much hand to hand combat like Xenstelad of showing any doubts or
fear, she stepped towards them and bent her knees.

"Ooooh this is a fighter," teased one man.

"She shouldn't be much of a problem," persistedhemanan.

"Let's get her."

Gabrielle licked her lips and prepared for thetaek. She almost felt a spark of fear
when all three of them jumped at her at once. Brenta punch at the closest man,

sending him stumbling back. She shook the pairobher hand but had to deal with
the other two men. She kicked another one in thath. However she was too late
for the third man. He managed to take her to termp.

The man stayed on top of Gabrielle and used highweo pin her. He quickly tried to
grab at her wrists.

The Amazon Queen wouldn't let him and she punciradrhthe face.

The man hissed at the pain and his head rolledtivitblow. He quickly recovered
though and grabbed her wrists. "I got her," heecall

"That's what you think." Gabrielle slipped her tiggy free and rammed it between
his legs.

The man cried out in pain and let go of her wrists.

The bard quickly took the opening and rolled thesthkand she was now on top. But
before she could do any more damage, she was puplég a set of arms around her
waist. She struggled against her attack that heddibwn.

"Quit struggling and make it easier on yourselfssied the man. His grip went
stronger.

The man on the ground now got up but very slowlgaihe was still in pain. "I'll kill
that bitch when we're through with her."

Gabrielle at that point decided it was definitefge for the cavalry. "Xena!" she
screamed as loud as she could.

"Shut her up," growled one man.

The guy covered his hand over Gabrielle's mouthvemdpered hotly, "Shut up or
we'll kill you now." He waited for her to agree.

Gabrielle closed her eyes and tried to remain c8lme. knew a cool head was better
than freaking out. She slowly nodded.



Xena had heard the scream. She'd felt her heangraarlier and now it was
pounding. She'd returned back the crowd of pedpieking Gabrielle was hiding
there. But now she knew she was wrong and shegtartshove her way through
them. She broke through the people and stood thesesecond just getting her
bearings from the scream. She immediately lookdtetdeft when she heard a
squeal. She went charging down into the dark digycame to a sudden stop when
she saw what was happening.

The bard's eyes widened and she instantly clawkdrataptor.

"Stop it, bitch." He saw he was having no affed #mat the woman was staring at
something. He looked up and realized just whaatirar who at she stared. "Oh
gods," he rasped.

Xena's eyes grew as dark as the night and sheysépploached them. "You do not
touch what is mine," she whispered hotly.

Gabrielle felt her heart skip a beat at what hetmea just said to them.
The three men though were exchanging fearful looks.

The warrior let out her war cry and charged at thBhe almost seemed to disappear
into the darkness and only appeared in flashes.

Gabrielle heard one man scream and disappear sighiaf She narrowed her eyes
and decided she was sick of playing hostage. Sheled and lifted her foot then
slammed the heel of the boot into his foot.

The man yelped but only halfway because an elbaveked the wind out of him.
Gabrielle spun around and kicked the man into Hr&riess. She went after him.

The third and remaining guy stood there, scareduasdre what to do. "Arkis? Lu?"
he whispered but he only heard a few grunts, slams$then moans. "Guys?" He then
jumped when the tall, dark warrior formed in frafithim. He stepped back but a
large hand grabbed him and jerked him to her bHéyfound himself lifted up off the
ground.

Xena lowered her face into his face. "Get a lifgdyehan this," she whispered but in
a threatening voice. "Got me?"

The man could barely breathe but he did nod.

"Get out of here." Xena threw the man onto the gdoand watched him run out of
the alleyway. She then turned and looked for henpabut couldn't see a thing. She
focused on her hearing and pinpointed where Gébmes now. She closed in on the
bard, who was still fighting her enemy. She staothe darkness but close enough to
watch Gabrielle finish him.

The Amazon Queen landed on last punch to his fadetalammed his head against



the wall of the building.
The man groaned and went unconscious, he slid dosvwall.

Gabrielle turned around and tried to figure out kghéena had gone. "Xena?" she
called.

The Warrior Princess grinned evilly and steppedisaently.

"Xena?" called the bard again. She took a few sa@pstried to be careful not to trip
over anything. She started for the light at thenopg of the alleyway. "Gods, where is
she?" she whispered in worry.

Xena chewed on her lower lip but she followed saveteps behind her partner.

Gabrielle stopped at the end of the alleyway. Sferqd out and didn't see her partner
out in the street. She shook her head. "Where.. g"f8hrather worried at this point.
She started to turn around but a pair of hand®feth her shoulders. She yelped but
stopped when the warm hands massaged her shouldargods, Xena... don't do
that!"

Xena's grin broadened when Gabrielle turned to liece

"Hi," whispered the bard. She looked down and fiddeavith her skirt before looking
back up.

"Hi," replied back the watrrior.

The bard sensed Xena's massaging stopping and erogvif went stronger. She then
found Xena was pushing her off to the right butkdveards. "Um... Xena, we're
suppose to go that way." She pointed with her ringimd to the lit up street.

"In a minute." Xena kept backing up her partner.

Gabrielle came to a stop when her back hit the gidiee building. "Xena?" she
whispered in worry.

The Warrior Princess's grin grew larger and hes d&yeip into a vibrant, wild blue.
"We have a score to settle.”

Gabrielle gulped and she slightly slumped downvth# when Xena's hands left her
shoulders. She watched Xena press her hands atfeertatilding on either side of her
head. She shyly smiled up at Xena. "You can't bes® Xena."

"I'm very serious." The warrior leaned forward bet locked arms kept her from
falling forward. She lowered her head closer tor&le's. "You gave me a good run,
Gabrielle."

"Yeah well... uh it was all in good fun." The AmazQueen tried to play it up with a
sweet smile.



"Yeah, good fun," repeated the smirking warrior.

Gabrielle knew Xena had something in mind and eh#yrdid not want to find out.
"Xena, | didn't mean anything. | can make it uyda." She reached forward with her
right hand and pressed it against her partnersath. The cool brass armour brought
some relief to her hot, sweating hand.

"There's nothing you could say or do to stop m#grad the warrior. She brought her
head down even closer.

"Not even a sorry?" whispered Gabrielle. She cotuldok at Xena but instead stared
at the integrated brass armour. She then startethttwo fingers through the design,
following the swirls.

"Definitely not a sorry." Xena peered down and tyievatched her friend trace the
swirling armour. She lifted her head back up and Isaw Gabrielle hung her head.
She decided to break Gabrielle's trance so she arfwetebody closer, which forced
Gabrielle to drop her hand. She noted how Gabr&tillevasn't looking up at her.
"Gabrielle, look at me." Her tone was firm.

Gabrielle couldn't resist and she wasn't sure Whaybe it was how Xena spoke her
name or she felt she had no control of herself amgnShe was too intoxicated by
Xena's strength to resist her. When her eyes yimadit with Xena's, she felt her knees
actually go weak and she slid a little more dowelall. Her breathing was even
more irregular than before, and she suddenly gcabh&o Xena.

"What's wrong?" whispered the warrior.

"Gods... Xena," rasped the bard. She closed heramgsovered her burning face
with her right hand.

Xena lowered her head again to make up for Gaeisedlouching. She moved her
head to the side of Gabrielle's face and brushetidseacross Gabrielle's cheek that
instantly flushed on contact. Xena held in her thréar a second but then whispered,
"l thought you loved physical contact.”

Gabrielle groaned and dropped her head forwardfdtehead pressed into Xena's
chest. "Xena... gods... this isn't fair."

"Its very fair," teased the watrrior.

"Please... there's has to be something | can saynake it up to you."

"Mmmm." Xena kissed the side of Gabrielle's tenthkn uttered, "There's nothing."
Gabrielle lifted her head up as an idea came to her

Xena immediately knew Gabrielle had come up wittmsthing to say.

The bard reached up with her right hand and pressegdalm against Xena's cheek. "I
better there's one thing."



The warrior grinned at the glowing sparkle in Gabeis eyes. "What's that?"
"I love you," whispered the bard in a very genibéce.

Xena closed her eyes and a very faint grow! vilor&ieer chest. She took a step back
and straightened up.

"Gods," groaned the bard then she fell onto themplan a heap.

The Warrior Princess tilted her head to one sidkfalded her arms over her chest.
She may not have gotten her full compensation leivgas still pretty satisfied at
what she had accomplished. She shifted her rigittefiod tapped her boot against
Gabrielle's boot.

The bard lifted her head up. "What?" she grumbled.
Xena chuckled and asked, "Hungry?"
Gabrielle only groaned again and dropped her haak bntil it hit the building.

"Come on," urged the warrior. She then said, lillp you up." She started to bend
forward but stopped suddenly when she found Gaésdland held up to her in
refusal.

"No... no... that's okay," insisted the bard. "I canet myself up."” She placed both
palms on the ground and lifted herself up to het.f8he stumbled a bit but was
caught by her partner.

"Watch your step," whispered the grinning warrior.

Gabrielle peered up and felt a little relieved Xéad caught her. "I'm fine." She
pulled away and started walking for the street.

Xena watched her and noticed how she was shakimg.s®he felt bad at that point
and didn't realize just how much she'd affectedri@lié but then she knew how she
could affect people easily. She took three loniglestrand caught up to her partner.
She decided to help Gabrielle but played it ofadsendly moment. She brought her
right arm around the back of Gabrielle's shoulders.

The Amazon Queen gave a faint smile and slippedeifteeirm around Xena's waist.
She was grateful for the extra support as shemedaiontrol over her body. "You
know," she started, "I can see now why... well whgtaof people could fall under
your... power."

Xena really couldn't hold back her grin but moreas&abrielle's memory than at past
memories. "Its not that bad."

"Yeah right." The bard sighed and shook her hel#id.dhly like drinking."

"Drinking?" repeated Xena.



"Yeah sure. Somebody starts drinking... they becoddécted and even obsessed.”
Gabrielle went quiet as she noticed Xena was |egitiem a back way to the tavern
instead of through the market. She was rather fgfte it.

"I'll admit... it was easy to control somebody byngsmy body."
"Mmmm, | can see why," whispered the bard.

Xena slowly lifted an eyebrow at her friend. "Gailig, | would never do that to you
for any other reason than to tease you."

"I know," reassured the younger woman. "Not thaas complaining.” She then
realized they'd stopped walking and because of X8ha soon found Xena turning
her around to face her.

"Gabirielle, | controlled a lot of people by doingsid stuff like that."

"And | know." Gabrielle lifted an eyebrow, foldedharms over her chest, and bent
one knee forward.

Xena was grasping her friend's shoulders and §liglent forward. "It's not a good
thing."

"There's pro's and con's about everything, Xerdepends on how you use it. Like |
said, not like | was complaining about it."

Xena now raised her own eyebrow. "What you say@ajyrielle?"

The bard opened her mouth but her words didn'tpeskar. She closed her mouth and
reconsidered what she was about to say. She skdiehd and finally said, "I'm not
going to even say it. I'm going to leave that oloa@." She broke away from Xena's
grasp and just walked away.

Xena straightened up and watched Gabrielle walkitaldee steps but stop.

The Amazon Queen turned around and her seriougssipn was broken by a soft
smile. "Come on, let's get back. I'm starving." 8kl up her hand.

The warrior sighed but approached her partner.t&tiethe offered hand and walked
along side her partner back to the tavern. Thetthey traveled was rather quiet,
well lit, but quiet however occasionally a persorivao would pass by them.

Gabrielle would notice they would give her and Xanaodd sort of look but quickly
look away in fear. She quickly recalled they weik Isolding hands, and she wasn't
about to let go. She watched as a man walked pdsgave them a disgusted look.
Quickly, she peered up and saw the very nasty ¥eia gave him. She quietly
giggled to herself.

The warrior looked down at her partner. "What'sdlugles for?"



The bard shook her head and peered up, a warm emiter face. "I like that."
"Like what?"

The Amazon Queen's smile transformed into a grnid,she replied, "You glare at
everybody else instead of me for once."

Xena simply winked without a word. She returneddtézntion ahead and saw the
tavern.

Gabrielle released Xena's hand but not withoutiekqgqueeze. She hurried up the
steps and opened the door for Xena.

The Warrior Princess silently came up behind and tie door open. She let
Gabrielle slip in and then she entered next. Sexsha stepped in, everybody in the
tavern turned their heads to the pair.

Gabrielle stood there and faintly blushed fromoélihe various looks.

Xena chuckled and suddenly grabbed Gabrielle'sldbmi "We kissed and made
up,” she joked.

The smaller woman groaned and went two shadesmredde
Hastily everybody looked away and continued abloeir tousiness.

"Over here," uttered the warrior. She led her camgaacross the tavern, through
some tables and to a table in the corner. Shecpalieher seat and sat down.

Gabrielle had pulled out her chair a little butiteged and looked at Xena. "What you
want to drink?"

"Just some water, Gabrielle."
"Alright... I'll be back."

Xena curiously watched as the younger woman weino tipe bar and partially sat on
a stool. The bartender approached her smallerdfizenl nodded at a few things she
said. Xena sighed and stretched out in her chagrkaew Gabrielle was going to be a
little while. She could tell Gabrielle was talkitmgthe bartender about something or
another. For a moment, Xena just studied the gnaine wood table but it quickly
became boring and she looked up.

Gabrielle gave Xena a brilliant smile as she tvdsteound the tables with a mug in
either hand.

Xena couldn't help but return the smile. She stitliewv Gabrielle bent forward in
front of her and carefully placed the mug down. "tfigy have quite a good lookin'
barmaid here."

Gabrielle released the mug's handle but she rechbieet forward. She lifted her eyes



up and locked them with Xena.

The warrior just gave a huge smirk.

The bard shook her head and straightened up andteveer chair. She sat down and
got comfortable in her chair with her mug stillhar hands. She lifted the mug and
took a small sip of it.

"So what were you talking to the owner about?"

Gabrielle lowered her mug into her lap. She pustexdhair around some so that she
could look at the tavern as well as Xena. Shedifter right leg and pressed her ankle
against her left knee. "I apologized to him abautier and offered to tell a story to
make up for it."

"That's nice of you."

The Amazon Queen shot a quick look at Xena. "Xemagame bursting through here
scaring the Hades out of his customers."

Xena couldn't control her evil grin. "l know... it wdun too."
Gabrielle snickered in her mug before she tooklaradip of her water.

The warrior rolled her mug along its bottom for ament then lifted it for a long
drink. "Mmmm, you order dinner?"

"Yup." The smaller woman sighed and decided tahgutmug up on the table. She
stretched her legs and arms out a little. "Godsgkhausted."

"Yeah | know you are."

"Aren't you?" countered the bard. She shook hed hea had a worn look when she
looked at Xena. "Oh right." She grinned suddenrfiou ride the horse, | almost
forgot."

The Warrior Princess mock glared at her partnetiferremark. "You know you're
allowed to."

"Nooooo thank you."

"My point exactly,” stated Xena.

Gabrielle yawned some but covered her mouth.

"Stop thinking about that bed and you won't yawedsed the watrrior.

Gabrielle chuckled but the tired look on her fawnt leave. "I can't help it." She
peered over at Xena. "How long has it been sincetayed at an inn?"

Xena crossed her arms and really considered the&tigne"When we were in



Thessely, | think."
"Geez that was fifteen days ago."
"Mmmm," agreed the warrior. "Not that bad."

Gabrielle shook her head and then a curious expresame over her. "What's the
longest length you've gone without staying a nigta bed?"

Xena raised an eyebrow but her face went distashadgried to recall. "l think when |
was a warlord...."

"Which time?" joked the bard.

The warrior came out of her daze at the smartasstiqun. "Here in Greece. | went
eighty-seven days without a bed."

Gabrielle groaned and shook her head. "I coulanit.t

Xena only grinned and she took a brief drink froen mug. When she settled it back
down and looked at Gabrielle, she could tell hienfii was thinking about something.
"What you thinking about?"

"Just trying to... think of how many things you'veshé'

"How many things I've been?" asked the confusediarar

"Yeah, sure." Gabrielle lifted up her mug, peer&d it then finally took a drink.
After she put it back on the table, she looked e "You said you started out as a
pirate right?"

"Mmmm," agreed the warrior.

"Then a warlord."

"Mainly a warlord," stated Xena.

The bard shrugged. "I guess technically you'regusarrior."

"Just?" teased the watrrior.

Gabrielle grinned and shook her head. "You knowtWwihaean."

"Raider too," added in Xena. "That fits in withgte and warlord."

"That's true," agreed the bard. "Destroyer of N&tib She chuckled and shook her
head. "Whoever gave you that title?"

"I don't know," grumbled Xena. "I hated it. | prefed Conqueror over that."

"Gods yeah, | agree... Destroyer of Nations is jast.t wordy."



"Mmmm gets too complicated for some pea brainglwere."

Gabrielle giggled and shook her head. "Conqueraravbave suited better." She took
a deep breath then looked over at Xena. "What ymk tvould have happened if
Hercules never stopped you?"

Xena huffed at that and peered up with a very big gl would be the Conqueror
now."

The bard's eyes widened. "You really think you'deh&reece taken by now?"
"Of course... Rome, Egypt, and be on my way to Clyindw."

Gabrielle became fascinated now with the idea.dsakbed her seat and turned it
back to face Xena.

The Warrior Princess chuckled quietly at her frisndterest.

"You think you could get Rome... even with Caesariehn, | don't know how much
of a challenge he is but from what you've told me....

Xena shook her head and said, "There would beamytrue challenge for me."
"What's that?" asked the curious bard.

"Not a what... a who."

Gabrielle lifted an eyebrow at that, she was klitonfused. "Who then?"
"You," softly replied the warrior.

Gabrielle stared at her for a second and she ogereathouth to ask something but
she was cut short when the barmaid arrived withr theals.

"Thank you." Xena gave a faint smile at the barnzaid waited until she left to look
back at her friend.

"Xena...."

"Hmmm?" The warrior was studying her food but s&gbpnd looked up. "Yessss?"
"How could | be a problem for you?"

Xena shrugged and picked up the fork that the biariveed brought with the platters.
"You just would be, Gabrielle." She poked her forto the warm chicken but didn't
tear it apart yet. "You'd show up out of nowherd amn my system... you'd be the

person to stop my rampage."

"How can you be sure?"



The Warrior Princess sighed and replied, "Its Wteat you said, we're destined for
some things. We are destined to meet and you'ratm@ahow me another way. In
this world or another, you will be there to help psst my darkness." She paused and
thought about starting on her meal but decidedlth d don't doubt it for a second."

"Huh." Gabrielle considered what her friend judtitber. Her stomach growled
though and brought her out of her musing. She plickeher knife and fork and
started on her chicken. She brought up a pieckioken to her lips. She was about to
eat it yet she lowered it some and asked, "So ywmeiithe ruler of Greece, right?"

Xena lifted her eyes from her meal and rested tberer companion. She grinned
and answered, "Yes."

"And | could be your partner...." Gabrielle startecadd things up. "So that means I'd
be a ruler too."

Xena felt her grin broaden. "Yes."

"Hades," growled the bard. She lowered her kniféfark down onto the plate. "Can
you be a warlord again?"

The Warrior Princess laughed and shook her heaghtegly. "I think it's a little late
for that, Gabrielle.”

"Oh come on. We can pretend like we never met,cgouget angry again and take on
the world. I'll show up in what, two years? You dé&o years?"

Xena rolled her eyes and just ignored her frieratisbling.

"Xena," whined the bard.

The warrior pointed her fork at her partner. "Eagau can rule your food far as I'm
concerned." She saw Gabrielle pouting and she toiéghore it. "I will do anything

for you, Gabrielle but conqueror the known-world."

"What?" The bard pretended to be hurt. She gaspee and said, "You won't
conqueror this little known-world just to make magppy?"

Xena looked up quickly again and growled, "Eat."”

The Amazon Queen snickered and muttered, "Guesachlof feather headed
women will have to do." She started eating her finoaly and remained silent but
she did keep thinking about the idea of her andaXeting the world.

Xena then heard her best friend snickering eviligt a fat grin on her lips.
"Ggggabrielle," she drew out, "its not gonna happen

"I'm just fantasizing, alright? What's wrong withat?" complained the smaller
woman.

The Warrior Princess just sighed and decided itlvess to remain quiet. Gabrielle



was finally eating but she knew her friend wag sillilling over the idea of being a
ruler, especially without breaking a sweat ovéodt. She chuckled inwardly at the
idea. She could only imagine what a world like thatld be like with her and
Gabrielle at the head of it. Despite at how swieetidea tasted, she would never wish
for it.

The pair remained rather quiet for the rest ofritfeal. After they finished, they both
pushed their plates away and just tried to letr ttoeid settle down.

Xena could tell just how tired her friend was ahd gvas starting become concerned
about her. "Are you sure you want to do a storygiat?"

"I promised | would," replied Gabrielle. "I'll bénk once | get into it." She fell silent
again but it wasn't long before she looked up ahke@, "Are you sure you have no
interest to still conqueror the world?"

"Gabrielle," growled the warrior. "Forget it."

"Okay... okay... it was just a question." Gabrielleked away and grumbled quietly
to herself as she slumped down some. "Not my thaltyou let Hercules get to you,"
she muttered.

Xena raised an eyebrow at her partner. "Next tithé&e sure to pass your complaint
to Hercules."

"Oh no, I'll do it myself," stated the bard. "Hestone a kingdom that darn demi-god."
Xena laughed some and sighed after that. "You kimwgh, its pretty enticing.”

"Ruling the world together?" The bard folded hension the top of the table just on
the edge.

"Mmmm." Xena licked her lips and quietly spoke. "Weuld control every part of
the known-world. There would be nobody higher thari

"And a queen size bed every night,"” whispered Hre n awe.

The Warrior Princess laughed at that. "King sizereV

"Gods... that's the Elysian Fields right there." Galle had a happy smile just at the
thought. Although her smile slowly disappeared sinel was serious. "You know
though, as nice as it sounds... | just wouldn't wargo through all of that fighting...
bloodshed."

"Mmmm, exactly." Xena gave a drawn out sigh. "Theelke a lot and even afterwards,
there'd be so much stress and pressure from ruarkimgdom of that magnitude.”

"But it would mean we could stop suffering,” cuttive bard, "abolish slavery and
distribute food equally so that nobody goes hurigry.

"You'd have to deal with laws and carrying them @eéciding who goes free and



who doesn't."
"But they could be done in a more peaceful manan thhat they are now."

"What about rebellions?" countered Xena. "Somebuaithalways disagree, you
cannot please everybody."

Gabrielle sighed and shook her head. "So many gnadl’
"It is," agreed Xena. "That's why if | did rule] have an iron fist.”
The small woman looked up from the table and asRa&fhy?"

"To keep control... you have to be ruthless but nfiereit times." Xena shrugged.
"Sometimes, fear can be the only way to controbpet

"Sometimes," agreed the bard.

"Yes, sometimes." Xena could tell her friend wadlyethinking about it and she
didn't want her to. "You going to do that storydrefit gets any later huh?"

"Yeah, yeah." Gabrielle stood up and stretchettla.li

"Here, take this up to the bartender."” Xena hatedwut a couple of dinars and
handed them over.

"Thanks." Gabrielle took a step away but said, BH back in a minute."”
"Or two," teased the warrior.

The Amazon Queen grinned and went up to the barp&hd for the meals then said
she would tell her story now.

The tavern owner directed Gabrielle where she cgaltb tell her story. He thanked
her and let her go ahead.

The bard shifted through the people and went tdrtive of the tavern. She cleared
her throat and got people's attention and calledybody to silence. She then asked
everybody what kind of story they were in the méadtonight. Many requested a
comedy and Gabrielle instantly came up with one/as only a second before
Gabrielle started to tell a story about her yoursgf; a grumpy warrior, and a very
annoyed god of dreamscapes.

At the end of the story, Gabrielle took in a lagggplause and she was also given
money from her audience, which she kept. Once @t@ps all returned to their meals
and drinking, Gabrielle came over to her table \éna.

The warrior grinned at her friend. "What made yatk phat one?"

"I'm not sure,"” replied the bard, "just... came." $n@ned back while sitting down.



"Now, are you ready for bed?"

Gabrielle considered but instead of nodding, sleelsiner head. "I feel like a walk.
I'm really full from dinner... almost uncomfortable.”

Xena had her legs crossed and she undid them efithdot banging hard on the
floor. "Wait here... let me grab our stuff."

The Amazon Queen knew what Xena meant by stuff. MWena got up, she reached
over and grasped her partner's arm. "Leave my.'staff

The watrrior lifted a worry eyebrow.

"You'll be with me," reminded the bard.

Xena flashed a brief grin then went to their bednoo

While Gabrielle waited, she took a few more driok&ier water since she still felt
rather dry-mouth from the story telling. When Xeaturned, she got up and left the
tavern with Xena. At first, neither were sure ababere to go but eventually their

wondering walk led them out of the town and dowa rthad.

Gabrielle glanced up to the west and briefly taokhie full moon. She smiled sadly at
it then lowered her head.

"Doing okay?" whispered the watrrior.

"Yeah... yeah," reassured the bard. "Just some tihfesl so worn out that I'm really
not." She looked up with a silly expression. "latimakes sense."

"It does."

Gabrielle smiled and looked away again. She stuithediark road ahead. "Can | ask
you something, Xena?"

"What's that?"

The bard just bit back her grin as she asked, yAtesure you don't want to
congueror the known-world?"

"Gabrielle," growled the Warrior Princess. "I'll daything for you but that."
Gabrielle gave a dramatic sigh but she mirroredstimae grin that Xena had on her
face. "Okay... okay." She then tilted her head upgage a devilish grin now.
"Anything else though huh?"

Xena raised an eyebrow. "That depends." She fdieedrms and had a very serious
look. "Don't even try asking for Greece."

"Hades," grumbled the smaller woman. "I knew thatildn't work. Spartan
Providence at least?"



"How about the Amazon Nation?"
"l already have that," complained the bard. "It jga't enough.”

Xena chuckled. "Then why don't you ask your regemhake a queen size bed for
you."

Gabrielle huffed and said, "What's the point ot thhen we share separate beds in
the Nation?"

The warrior had to do a double take but she kepahmised smile on her face instead
of a surprised look.

"So seriously, you'll do anything for me huh?" eghthe bard yet she held a bit of
seriousness in her tone.

"Yesssss," drew out the warrior.

Gabrielle chewed on her lower lip. She loweredhiead some and stared at her feet
passing over the stones and grass on the road. &dowt a relationship, Xena?" She
didn't realize right away that Xena had stoppedingluntil she took two steps
further. She stopped too and turned around. Sée tioi read Xena's expression but it
was so hard to do. And Gabrielle was already fgdo weak as it was from getting
the nerve to ask her friend out.

"Gabrielle... ummm...." Xena reached up to grab th&lmder neck. She felt so
nervous at that point and for once in her life, fdtieshy. She dropped her hand back
to her side. "Um." She laughed and lowered her.head

The bard tilted her head to one side then triddak at Xena's face. "Xena... are you
blushing?" she whispered in awe. She giggledla it quickly stopped, too worried
it'd hurt her friend's feelings. She came closefeoa and grasped her shoulder.
"Xena, I'm just...." She felt shy now too yet shelpdgherself on since she'd come
this far. "I'm just asking you out." She then deddo lighten it up a little more.
"Come on, you must have had a hundred guys askybun Amphipolis when you
were a kid."

"Not... exactly." The warrior lifted her head finabyd her eyes met Gabrielle's. She
laughed nervously and said, "Gabrielle, | don'tctlydead a normal life."

The Amazon Queen suddenly grinned and said, "Nedtbé but once in awhile | try
to act like its normal. So | thought I'd just trgdking up with you like it's a normal
thing."

A charmed grin came over Xena's lips. "Not exaatymal for us."

"True," agreed the bard. "I mean, what was | supposio? Get in a tickling fight
with you and hope you'd kiss me?" She suddenlyahaid grin. "Oh right, I'm
suppose to hide my feelings from you because yoll izad me at all." She rolled her
eyes and laughed. "Hades you know, you've known."



"I have," agreed Xena. She then nodded to her.riglan we sit down?" Her eyes
flickered away from Gabrielle as if she was caugt lie but she looked back at
Gabrielle. "l really need to sit down."

Gabrielle giggled and let go of her partner's divie too," she admitted. With Xena
at her side, she went off the road and found afalben tree to take as a seat. "Xena,
if you knew... why haven't you said anything?"

The warrior leaned forward and started to pulhatgrass between her boots. "Well
I'm sure you've known about me."

Gabrielle pressed her lips together tightly angdé®d them. "Yeah, | did... just
never brought it up because | wasn't ready."

Xena nodded and looked back down at the grasst'STtha way | felt." She pulled a
few more pieces then straightened up. "I knowhlgen ready for a the longest time.
You, on the other hand, | wanted you to figurefoutyourself. You weren't ready or
even sure. There's a difference between love aselssion.”

"Yeah," agreed the bard, "and I've had two pluss/gafigure out its definitely not
obsession." She thought about what she just saidlawly her nose crinkled up.
"Well then again... its like love obsession." Xenaghed at her words. "I'm serious."

"l know," whispered the older woman.

Gabrielle sighed and noted how Xena was quiet 18e. knew she was going to have
to pick up the conversation again. She also kneauvttte silence meant Xena was
thinking about some kind of problem or worry. Skaahed over and grasped her
partner's knee. "So...." She waited until blue egekdd onto her. "So, do you want
to date me?"

Xena smiled and brought her left hand to rest profoGabrielle’'s hand that was
already on her left knee. "Gabrielle, | want tmy dying to its just...." She dropped
her head and shook it. She stared down at thedshiacked together.

The small bard reached over with her left handtdtedi her friend's head back up.
She made sure Xena's crystal blue eyes were foaudgdn her. "What's the
problem, huh?" She traveled her fingertips from &gchin to the side of her face.

Xena sighed and closed her eyes. "I'm just womrlalit you, for your sake." Slowly
her eyes drifted open again. "l know it's your dex, your life but... I'm always
worried about you."

"And | know you are, I've appreciated it since dag." Gabrielle lightly ran her
thumb across Xena's cheek. "But honestly, overdidBreece already thinks we're
together... the Amazons are wondering what's ourlenoland personally... | could
use some sex, Xena."

Xena laughed and looked down for a second. Steelliier head back up, her eyes
seemed to glow at that point when Gabrielle brustexchair back. "Just not too many



of my more... serious relationships turn out so well.

Gabrielle shrugged. "And so far, our friendship dase pretty well. It's all in a
chance." She grinned now but her eyes still hgdcbanise in them. "And | won't end
up dead like the rest."

The warrior huffed. "Not if | have anything to salyout it." She fell silent after those
words. She knew Gabrielle was waiting for her amsavel as she stared down at their
locked hands. She seemed to feel like somethimgezhinside of her finally. She
slowly raised her eyes back up and quietly safdy&re together, it won't mean you'll
get Greece or even the known-world."

"Oh Hades," grumbled the bard. "Well never mindph't want to date you now." She
and Xena chuckled together but fell silent again.

"Are you sure?"

Gabrielle slightly grinned but nodded and answetied@puldn't be asking. I'm ready,
Xena."

"You think so, huh?" teased the warrior.

"Wellllll... just don't do what you did in the allyhg time soon. | need to...build up
for that."

Xena shook her head but her amused expressioadstarfade. She reached up with
her left hand and took Gabrielle's hand away fremface. She seemed to study
Gabrielle's eyes for a long time, just reading sdanany pieces of Gabrielle. She
knew Gabrielle was ready and she knew she was teady

Xena leaned in closer but stopped.

Gabrielle had taken a deep breath but was nowrnidi She didn't move away or
even more forward. Part of her was frozen in placehyness and excitement and
another part was purely being holding her by Xeda'seness.

After a moment, Xena finished the distance antidetlips graze over Gabrielle's soft
lips. She'd seen Gabrielle's forest eyes drift ahdtshe sensed just how nervous
Gabrielle was by how hard Gabrielle gripped hentrigand, which still rested on her
knee. Again though, she brushed her lips over Gi#s and let the shocks tear
between both her and Gabrielle. At that point, lsberd Gabrielle faintly whimper.

Xena tilted her head a little and then pressedipefirmly against Gabrielle's. Her
tongue slipped out of her open mouth and she éetiphof her tongue run along
Gabrielle's bottom lip.

Gabrielle had a heat shock start from her lipstaungt through her body, she felt on
fire. She whimpered yet again and felt greatest twgeel Xena's tongue against her
own. She opened her mouth and instantly moaned Wigentongues met between
their locked lips. She ran her tongue along Xesev®ral times but then Xena pushed
her back and entered her mouth.



Xena pressed the kiss on stronger, letting hengrassntrol her. She was on fire and
her desire to take Gabrielle was growing. She duiler tongue out but not without
briefly sucking on Gabrielle's tongue. She therkbdmff from the kiss but gave a
gentle kiss before completely pulling away.

Gabrielle slowly opened her eyes and saw how daraX eyes were. She'd seen
them dark in the past but for totally differentseas other than this. She couldn't help
but grin. "You can't say no after just kissing nke khat."

"Well," whispered Xena, "it certainly wasn't a fily kiss."

"Mmmmm... it was nice."

The warrior raised an eyebrow and said, "Nice?"

"Really nice," uttered the smaller woman. She ldanecloser. "So is that a yes?"

Xena's wild blue eyes were settling some but heathing and hot body remained at
the same intense levels. "Yes, Gabrielle."

"Good." Gabrielle grinned but her face was as lirgghher eyes.

"Gabrielle," whispered Xena in a deep tone, "wediteemove before | do something
to you."

The Amazon Queen's grin went lopsided and her sge taunting. "And that's a
bad thing?" But she released her partner's hosaedting hand. She stood up and
took a step back.

Xena took a shaky breath as she gained contrarsel. She stood up and clenched
and unclenched her right hand, it was a little $aa Gabrielle's grip earlier. "I think
its been a long day."

"l second that... but you kind of woke me up now, Xén

The warrior gave a dramatic sigh and retorted,|'fhel about it." She walked around
one side of the log while her girlfriend went arduhe other side. They walked back
to the road together.

"So what are we going to do for the rest of thent#jinquired the curious bard.
Xena glanced at her in amusement then looked d\ayv about sleep?”

"Argh... you can't be serious?"

The warrior sighed but yet she was smiling. "Onoe get into that bed, you'll be out
like a candle.”

"You're probably right," agreed the Amazon Quedre kcked her lips and she could
still feel Xena's pressed against hers from eadbe still hungered to kiss Xena



again. Suddenly a very sly grin creased her ligssdre stopped in the middle of the
road.

Xena also stopped and wondered what was wrongdsatéshe could say a word,
her mouth was covered by Gabrielle's. She pulleslydvom the kiss some and
growled, "Gabrielle."

"Don't fight it," growled the bard. She quickly esl Xena backwards and off the
road again.

The warrior soon came to a stop when her back tnéea Gabrielle's hand went
behind her hand and pulled her head down so thaipisevere perfectly locked with
Gabrielle's. She moaned in the middle of the kisksddipped her arms around
Gabrielle's waist.

Gabrielle reached up with her right hand and grdlzbree branch. She pulled down
on it in pure frustration.

Xena heard the branch above her head snap. Shedxaatly why too. She freed her
left hand in the middle of the embrace. She puBedbrielle’'s hand away from the
branch and urged her to slip her arm around hervoarst.

The bard went with it and wrapped her arm arounda¥ewaist. She then was able to
push her body firmly against Xena's.

Xena moaned from the contact but she pulled bawk the intense kiss because she
couldn't breath. She still had her eyes closedsaedvas rasping like Gabrielle. "We
can't do this here," she whispered.

"Mmmmm, | know." Gabrielle tangled her fingers t@léi more in Xena's hair. "But we
can at least make out here." Not waiting for aoesp, she pulled Xena's head back
down.

The warrior couldn't fight back as Gabrielle's toagntered her mouth again.

Gabrielle pulled her tongue out and broke thes Apart. She took a deep breath and
after Xena breathed, she pulled Xena's head bdck another kiss.

This time, Xena entered her girlfriend's mouth eamdtongue along Gabrielle's own.
She growled some and started to fight for contfohe kiss. Her left hand slipped
from Gabrielle's waist and pressed against Gabisathuscular stomach.

The bard let go of the fight and let Xena take pdrdggain. She moaned deeply
between her own growl. She felt Xena's hot hangetrap her stomach and stop just
under her top.

Xena broke the kiss and lifted her head up highan tast time. "Gabrielle," she
rasped and opened her eyes. "Slow down."

The bard was grinning and had come up with a rétgrshe was too out of breath to
say it. After a second, she finally said, "Youle bne to talk." She indicated where



Xena's left hand was resting at the moment.
The warrior quickly slid her hand back down. "Babh."

"Who said it was bad?" joked the bard. She thek tostep back and pulled her hands
away, breaking all physical contact.

The older woman took one last deep breath thengolisérself off the tree. "Come
on."

Gabrielle gave a light chuckle but followed alomdesback to the town. "I'm glad we
went for this walk."

"Mmmm," simply said the watrrior.

The Amazon Queen came closer to her warrior antbggonto Xena's arms with
both of her hands. She was actually starting tbvwieen out between everything. "I
think everything is catching up now."

Xena peered down and it almost seemed like the deasles reappeared around her
friend's eyes. "Going to make it?"

"Oh yeah," promised the smaller woman. "I can mak& that queen size bed."

The Warrior Princess laughed deeply but bent had lhewn and kissed the top of
Gabrielle's head.

"So what you think?" asked the bard.

"About?" Xena moved her left arm and brought ituexd her partner's shoulders.
"Being together?"

"Too early to tell,” teased the warrior.

Gabrielle shook her head but then finally restexjdinst Xena's side. "What | meant
was, you think we should have done it sooner?"

"Honestly, no," replied the watrrior, "I think now a perfect time."

"Yeah me too." The small bard closed her eyes vehgawn came over her. "This is
bad."

"Being tired?" asked Xena.

"Partially." Gabrielle shrugged then added, "Madke khe fact I'm so turned out its
made me extra tired."

Xena laughed in response.

The smaller woman simply yawned again but not witfemvering her mouth. "l want



a soft bed and my girlfriend to snuggle up to."

"I think we can do that." Xena smiled and her srgilew more at now taking the title
as girlfriend.

Gabrielle remained silent and enjoyed it betweemthoth. She saw the town just
ahead and she knew the tavern wouldn't be farasfthre comfortable queen size bed.
"So you think we should stop by my home and tellfollgs about us?"

"Very funny, Gabrielle."

"l wasn't being funny,” sternly stated the bard.

Xena stopped and looked down at her partner. "é@érious?" She waited but her
answer soon came when Gabrielle started to giddieraShe just shook her head and
started to walk again.

"Hey, wait up." The young woman took three runnstgps and caught up. She
grabbed onto Xena's arm and held onto her. "Hondghink we should get use to it
first."

"Mmmm," agreed the Warrior Princess. "l think | ¢att my mother, that's about it."

"Really?" Gabrielle peered up but looked away asstjuickly. "You think Cyrene
will be fine with it?"

"Considering how much she's already accepted aheut think this'll be the easiest
for her."

Gabrielle giggled and squeezed Xena's arm. "l gsesbwish my family would look
at it like that.”

"Me too. | think we'll leave that one alone for alety

"I second that idea." The bard was relieved whey tame to the steps of the tavern.
When they came in, they found very few to almospations. They easily made it to
the room upstairs and she opened the door first.

The pair separated and quietly prepared to godo®ace they were ready, Gabrielle
curled up into the bed and watched her girlfrielmhbout the candles around the
room then join her. Xena slipped under the covadsfalt Gabrielle scoot over closer
to her.

"Xena?"
"Hmmmm?" The warrior was on her back and lettindpiidle lay on top of her.
But Gabrielle only rested half on Xena and halfaifher. She was grateful she liked

to sleep on her stomach and Xena on her back. kKsfan today," she finally
responded.



"What you mean?"

"Just... you know." Gabrielle shifted a little ancchae incredibly comfortable and
content. "For all the talking and understanding."

"Oh... thought it was for the chase."”
The bard giggled and settled her head on Xenas.ch#at too."

Xena lifted her head and kissed Gabrielle's hedaytime. Not the best at talking...
but I'll try for you."

"l know," whispered the bard. "And | appreciaté it.

"Go to sleep, huh?" Xena had her arms around lerdiand she gave her a tight
squeeze. "You need to sleep.”

"Are we going to sleep in?"

"Yes," promised the warrior. She closed her eyetsfal Gabrielle's breathing starting
to slow down. She then started to let go as well.

"Xena?" muttered a sleepy bard.
"Mmmm?"

"You...." Gabrielle lost her words like she'd alm&adten sleep but she hadn't quite.
"You really wouldn't... wouldn't conqueror the worldfor me?"

Xena couldn't help but laugh some however she st@hand quietly replied, "I
would do anything for you, Gabrielle... even conquehe world." She couldn't see
the smile on Gabrielle's face but she knew it viaaset. "Now go to sleep.”

"I can now," muttered the tired bard. "Love younde'

Xena sighed contently and her smile didn't breagh&sturned her head to the left to
rest against Gabrielle's. She then whispered Bakke you too."

TheEnd



