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Section One
Three weeks after the soul mates departure...

Suddenly a large boom exploded in the office thesddsilence. A pair of intense blue
eyes locked on more soft green eyes. The fist erésk was still white and pressing
down hard.

"l will not agree to this," snarled the Conqueror.

The Amazon Queen searched the ruler's powerfuenvalue eyes. She was leaning
towards Xena, her hands gripping the edge of tek,dad her jaw clenched. "We've
been at this for weeks," she stated harshly.

"Maybe then there will be no treaty,” declared @mnqueror. She corked an eyebrow.

Gabrielle's lips were curling with a grin. She edser eyes in self-control, yet the
laughter started bubbling up. She dropped her haddegan laughing.

The Conqueror sighed deeply before she straightepe8he crossed her arms and
waited for the younger woman to stop.

The small woman shook her head and finished laggl8he lifted her head with a
smile. "I'm sorry... but this has been going on fduitdong." She combed her fingers
through her strawberry-blond hair. After a sighe sirned and walked out onto the
balcony. She still wore her Amazon Queen attire;fsit it was right to stay in her
attire that spoke of rank.

The ruler tilted her head; she studied the Qudmtk. After she came around the
desk, she slowly strolled out and joined the otix@man.

"I've been meaning to ask you," whispered GabrieHew did Gabrielle get that
wound on her side?" She peered up.

The Congqueror sighed; her hands grasped the @Gaike 'of your Amazons."



The Amazon Queen gaped faintly. "What? Who?"

"Amarice." Xena turned her head and raised an eyehbt Gabrielle. "She tried
attacking me with a dagger but Gabrielle jumped in.

"She took the dagger in the side," finished thengmn woman. She sighed and asked,
"Where's Amarice now?" Not really sure if she wartt@ know.

The Warrior Princess shrugged. "I'd imagine stilyour Nation."
Gabrielle knitted her eyebrows. "You set her fre#® whispered.
"Yes."

The small woman smiled and grasped the Conquéoo€arm. "Thank you," she said
sincerely.

The Conqueror nodded.

The Queen released the arm. "What... are we goidg tbout the treaty?" She
glanced up. "We cannot seem to come to an agreément

"Well..." The ruler stared over Athens. "We have tmwices. Either we come to an
agreement or... war," she stated.

"Personally..." Gabrielle folded her arms. "War isn'tny choice." She paused. "I'm
amazed it's still an option to you," she uttered.

"War is always an option."

"War is never an answer," added Gabrielle. Shelsheohead. "It shouldn't be an
option."

"However it is and you cannot run from it, Queerbfzle." The Conqueror faced the
small woman. "You need to realize that if you ptembeing a good queen."

"No," stated the small woman quickly. "l realizathvar is in option and | realize it is
not always the best answer." She narrowed her €jjat's what makes me a good
gueen." She grinned faintly. "A damn good queehé Bst the grin. "You may want
to look into it... Conqueror.” After she turned, shent into the office again.

Xena turned back to the scenery.

The Amazon Queen picked up the treaty from the.d&lsk reread it while she mused
over the way to perfect it. She sighed sadly but/sl a grin creased her lips.
"Conqueror?"

The ruler came in.

"l have an idea."



"I'd hope its more enticing than the last one,ségbthe Warrior Princess.
Gabrielle looked up with a grin. "It is."

~*Part 1*~

Gabrielle and Xena neared the cave outside of i&tagi

"Here it is," whispered the warrior.

The smaller warrior chuckled and smiled at herrgart"Yup." She stopped and
turned to her friend. "You think it'll still work?"

"Only one way to find out,"” stated Xena. She nedhnedcave with Argo in tow. She
stopped outside of the mouth.

The warrior-bard came up along side. She facethtise and took off the tack.
"Torqueo and Argo will be fine on their own?"

"Yes." The warrior nodded. "They'll be fine." Shaswntacking her mare.

Gabrielle breathed deeply and peered up at thewsualing forest. "I'm nervous,"” she
whispered.

Xena glanced at her soul mate. "About seeing her?"

"Yeah," uttered the younger woman. "What if..."

The Warrior Princess corked an eyebrow. "If shefsegoack?"

The short warrior nodded. "Yes, I'm worried abdnattt’

Xena went to the saddle and took it off. "Well, smlering what | saw, | doubt if she's
reverted back to her old ways." She took the sagolfiléAnd this is why we're

going... right?"

Gabrielle smiled at her lover. "Yeah." She hefthkdher horse's tack in her arms.
"Thank you for doing this, Xen."

The warrior flashed a smile back. "Come on, lo@heé nodded at the cave's mouth.
The smaller woman followed in.

The soul mates placed their tack down inside their saddlebags. Together, they
strolled back into the cave.

Before them, niched into the walls and ceilinghs tavern were gleaming green
gems.

"Here we go," whispered Gabrielle. She took heetsvhand.



Xena laced their fingers together.
The soul mates walked more and became surroundégtlgreen gems on all sides.
They heard a fizzing sound then a low hum as thesggiowed brighter and brighter.

Suddenly there was a loud snap, a white flash pandshot through the women's
bodies.

ke
Amarice sighed and leaned against the tree's ttiihlate patrol duty,” she grumbled.
The older Amazon, Teresa, glanced at Amarice dlilat be worse."

"How is that?"

The third Amazon grinned at Amarice. "We could Eaning out the stalls."
Amarice laughed and nodded. "You have a point thkeseer."

Aster grinned and opened her mouth to add morshmistopped as a loud crackling
sound had begun.

The three Amazons all turned on the tree limb &sbund. They gazed down at the
ground where there was small lightening bolts foigni

"What in Hades..." Aster gawked when two women reapget on the ground.
"Its that woman," whispered Amarice, her eyes naeah

"lts Gabrielle." Teresa smiled warmly. "The warridshe glanced at the other
Amazons. "Let's go."

"Walit," said Amarice. "You know her?"

Aster nodded. "She came into the village while yawe away. She's a good guy."
She chuckled.

Amarice gazed back at the two women. "Yeah?" Sieesl. "I hope you're right."
"Come on, you two." Teresa moved along the braneamedanded on the ground.
The two Amazons sighed, jumped, then they landetth@ground.

Gabrielle and Xena turned around.

"Gabrielle?" asked Teresa.

The small warrior smiled softly. "Teresa."

The Amazon chuckled and came closer. "You know ofe’h



"From my world, yes." The warrior-bard held her &anut to her soul mate. "Teresa
this is Xena... the hero."

Teresa chuckled and peered up at the tall womaawlyou when you came through
over a month ago."

"I think everybody in the village did," stated tarrior.

Aster and Amarice joined Teresa.

"Aster," greeted Gabrielle.

"Gabrielle." Aster bowed her head with a smile. Tedene back."

Amarice folded her arms and corked an eyebroweastiul mates.

The short warrior sighed. "Amarice, I'm sorry abatiat happened so long ago.”
The young Amazon huffed. "I can't believe what leapgal." She looked away.

"I did it to save us all," countered Gabrielle.

Again, Amarice just huffed, her pride still pricked

"Amarice, Gabrielle risked her life for this worl8he saved your life... you at least
owe her a thank you." Xena's powerful gaze lockethe Amazon.

Amarice peered up at the warrior, amazed by hex.gldnced at Gabrielle. "Thank
you," she whispered but it was sincere.

"Anytime." Gabrielle tried giving a warm smile.

The young Amazon gave a tiny smile in return.

"So, dropped in for a visit?" asked Teresa.

"Yup," answered Gabrielle. "Is Queen Gabrielle a2l

Aster shook her head. "No, Queen Gabrielle, Epamd, Ephiny are still in Athens."
"They're still working on the treaty?" The warrioard was stunned.

"Afraid so," answered Teresa. "Solari is here havé\She paused. "l assume you
two want to see Queen Gabrielle and the Conqueror?”

"Yes." Xena folded her arms with a small grin. 'fikiyou can help out?"
Teresa chuckled. "Of course. Let's head back twitlage."

"Lead the way." Gabrielle smiled and followed heathery friends.



"We'll be heading back soon." Gabrielle watchedrbgent cross the room.
"We?" asked Ephiny. She came around the bed; siredhber friend. "Define we."
The Queen looked away and folded her arms. "Wa gsu and Ep."

Ephiny sighed and leaned against the dresser todier "Gabrielle-"

"I know... | know." The small woman held a hand updmoment then dropped it.
She her fingers went through her bangs. "Eph, d nestay."

"Why?" whispered the regent. "So you can get kitleshe ushered.
"Ephiny, you know that's not true." Gabrielle shdwt head. "l need to stay." She
paused and let that sink in. "I cannot give yoegplanation but something is telling

me to."

The regent considered for a moment. It soundeaceaad the last time something
sounded insane it was the right thing. "Is thismesto you?" she whispered.

"I know it sounds insane," replied the small Queen.

The regent looked up and grinned. "Then it's thktrihing." But she went serious.
"Let Ep and | stay a little longer till I'm convied things are... stable.”

"I'd like that," agreed Gabrielle. "I'm just hapiine Conqueror invited me to stay
longer."

"What about the treaty?" questioned the Amazon.

"The Conqueror is getting a duplicate made andtsetiie Amazons for our records."
She paused. "And to let Solari know."

"Good." The regent smiled softly. "I'm glad thingerked out."

Gabrielle started smiling warmly now and noddeditifs have worked out." She
thought about that more. "Everything is going tmkay."

"Yeah." Ephiny sighed contently. "I'm amazed." $hackled. "It's a new era."”
"Itis," whispered Gabrielle. "Now, | just needdosure it."

The regent tilted her head, just wondering exaetigt her friend meant.

The Conqueror looked up from her desk when thedyeatered. "Yes?"

"Two visitors have arrive, my liege." The guardagtdall, in his eyes were hints of



happiness.
The ruler noted that happiness and had to wondegr WMiho is that?"

"They wish to remain anonymous, my liege." The dyzaused. "One of them awaits
for you in the throne room."

"Fine," stated Xena. "l will be there in a momei8lie waved a hand.

"Of course." The guard bowed and left the office.

The Warrior Princess stood up from her chair amthggd out the dark balcony. It was
a candlemark after sunset and she had to wondenwlauld come by at this time.
After a sigh, she headed for the throne room. &gped before she entered the
room. She check her side for her chakram, shetdike'anonymous visitors.

The Conqueror reached forward, she pushed opeatotireand walked into the huge
throne room. She made it a few steps into the riten came to a dead stop. She
smiled warmly.

Gabrielle smiled back. "Conqueror." She bowed leadh

The ruler's entire expression softened. She quioéred the small warrior as she
straightened back up. "Gabrielle, what are you glbiere?"

"I came to see you, Conqueror."
Xena stood tall before her friend. "I'm surprised.”

"l kinda thought so." The warrior-bard chuckledot@e here." She moved in and
hugged the ruler.

The Warrior Princess sighed dramatically but hudggek the younger woman.
"Where's Xena?" she asked softly.

Gabrielle pulled back with a smile. "She's comsige went to stable the horses."
The Conqueror nodded. "How are you and Xena doing?"

"Really well," answered the small woman. "She kaggiing more mushy by the
moment."

The tall woman chuckled.

"I heard that," called the warrior as she cameuthathe large marble doors, but she
didn't get far. Since the guards at the door blddier path with crossed spears. Xena
glanced at the two guards then she arched an ayedtrihe ruler. "Did you finally tell
them the difference between the warrior and theg@eror?"

"I did." The ruler smirked but lost it. "Howevehedy haven't seemed to understand
that the warrior is friend... not foe." Her eyes oared at the two guards.



The guards quickly lifted their spears as the sivippled up their backs.

"Thank you," taunted the warrior. She strolled aweethe pair.

"Its good to see you," greeted the Conqueror. ®fakdut her arm.

Xena instantly took it and smiled. She gave a lslskke. "How are things?"

"Very quiet." The Conqueror grinned and releasedattm. "Its almost nice."

The soul mates chuckled together.

The ruler turned to a guard. "Please request QGabmielle's presence down her."
The guard nodded and disappeared off.

"Amazons bring you?" asked the Conqueror.

"Yes," answered the warrior-bard. "We got hereyetik afternoon.” She folded her
arms. "Was a treaty settled?"

The ruler nodded. "Yes there was a treaty setflesk a week ago."

"l take it then that Gabrielle will be leaving?'kasl the warrior.

"I do not know... quite yet," answered the Conquesdre heard the guard returning
with somebody following him. She stepped asidegadced over at the Amazon
Queen. "A few visitors, Queen Gabrielle."

The Queen smiled at the visitors. "Xena, Gabriellecan't believe it."

The small warrior chuckled. "Surprise."”

"It sure is." The younger Gabrielle pulled the warbard in for a long hug. She then
gave a warm hug to the warrior. She stepped badlstmod, rather close, beside the
Conqueror. "How long are you here for?"

"We're not sure, yet." The older Gabrielle peene@uher lover.

Xena glanced down, not totally concerned aboutehgth.

"You're both welcomed to stay here," cut in the @garor.

"What you say, partner?" asked the warrior-bard.

The warrior smiled, now, at the Conqueror. "Soydo have any spare bedrooms
with hot tubs?"

The ruler laughed deeply and nodded. "Of course."”



"Wait." The Amazon Queen faced the Conqueror wighltands on her hips. "Why
did I nor my Amazons receive a bedroom with a bbet

The Conqueror faced the smaller woman. "Becausal my friends better than my
allies.”

The Queen huffed while she dropped her handsréftlember that when you come to
my Nation."

The ruler grinned but turned back to her frien@sd"you bring anything?"
"Nope, empty handed."

"Fine," The ruler grinned. "Everything is providkx you here." She held her hand
out to the hall door. "This way."

The warrior-bard went ahead followed by her souleana
"Queen Gabrielle," whispered the Conqueror.

The Amazon Queen raised an eyebrow. "I believd haie to rework the treaty." She
strolled towards the door.

"Oh?"
"Yes, we need to include hot tubs upon my visitele

Xena laughed quietly and left the throne room i other women. "l do believe the
treaty is fine." She paused. "You have not seelffitiee print."

"What finer print?" asked the Queen quietly.

"Later.” The Conqueror gestured and moved fastez.|&d the soul mates to their
room.

~Fk ko

Queen Gabirielle turned around after she heardrtbekkon the door, late tonight.
"Come in."

The door opened and the Conqueror reappeared dothrevay. "Its later," she stated
coolly.

Gabrielle raised an eyebrow. "Time for the... finan{?"
The corner of the ruler's lips twitched with a gtives, if you would like."
The small woman chuckled and said, "I don't thitkmy bedtime quite yet."

"Wonderful." The Conqueror stepped aside in thengag. "Care to join beside me?"
she asked while she held her right hand up.



The younger woman searched hard blue eyes butwbeysoft deep inside. She
blinked at this; not quite sure. All the other tsrghe'd been required to follow behind
the ruler in a fashion of respect. But now... itBedent and she had to wonder if she
was making headway.

Carefully and slowly, Gabrielle came closer ancthea out. She took the much
larger hand and she watched as the long fingelsctaver hers. Quickly she closed
the door silently then walked down the hall.

The Conqueror was quiet as a breeze and openeat éoda huge bathing room. She
released the small hand and held her own handdbetroom. "The finer print of our
treaty."

Gabrielle strolled in and gazed around at the mage that contained a pool size
bathtub.

The ruler stood behind the Queen, she saw thergsra@oving, preparing to help.
She held her hand up for them to stay.

The Amazon Queen finally closed her mouth and thareund. "Not bad."
Xena chuckled deeply. "Does it meet your approQaken Gabrielle?"

"It'll do." The young woman nodded with her hanésibnd her back. She glanced
around again. "A bit smaller than the one in théda"

The Warrior Princess grinned momentarily then wenthe steps. "Servants," she
ordered.

The servants came over instantly and begun remdkignguler's armor then the rest of
her attire.

Gabrielle on the other hand strolled around theeslmagm. She'd really come to notice
how many balconies the ruler had around her cadtkefound it rather odd. She
turned around and when she did Xena stood beform ltlee nude slowly walking
down the steps into the steaming water. She loakexy.

The Conqueror caught this and grinned inwardlysyiita sigh escaped her lips. She
came down to the end where Gabrielle was neare"@goin?"

The small woman's pastel green eyes lowered tdaHewoman. "Why not?" She
chuckled.

"Very well." The Conqueror glanced at the serva¥iou heard our guest.”
The servants nodded briskly and scurried to hedpAimazon Queen.
Xena grinned at how Gabrielle wasn't use to theitsele. She moved back to the

opposite side of the tub. After she leaned agélmespool, she lifted her arms along
the edge and dropped her head back. Within a feansks, she felt the water moving



and knew Gabirielle was in.

The Amazon Queen stayed on the opposite side.dbimel fa bit of a seat on a step.
She sighed contently as the warm water relaxethddy and mind.

"Wonderful, isn't it?" asked the ruler. Her shagiy eyes opened.
"Itis," replied Gabrielle. She smiled softly.

The Conqueror tilted her head. "May | inquired ydout a few things?"
The Queen nodded faintly. "I am an open book tq @anqueror.”

The Warrior Princess gave a brief nod then stramgéd up. "You were born in
Potidaea, correct?"

"Yes."

"A mother and father, a younger sister... Lila?"

"Yes," answered Gabrielle.

"All dead?" questioned the ruler.

The small woman nodded and lowered her eyes twv#éiter. "Yes," she whispered.
Xena raised an eyebrow slowly as she spoke, "Yilage was taken over by one of
my commanders, you were taken into slavery by IQirderes." She paused. "You
were a slave until you were eighteen when the Amszet you free." She stopped
and sighed. "Further detail is a bit blurred for.'me

Gabrielle licked her lips and finished her stomybécame an Amazon as soon as they
took me in." She peered across at the darker wotiae. Princess... Teries was
killed in a rebellion, | was there and tried savireg. But she still died and | took her
caste. Eventually there was another rebellion@wen Melosa was in and she too
was killed."

"And you were next in line," finished the Conqueror

"Yes."

Xena's head bobbed up and down as she thoughst&iee across the bathroom. "
presume you remained with Lord Sinteres as hiediavall those years?" Her eyes

flickered over to the small woman.

"Yes, | did." The Amazon Queen sighed deeply. ™ébmays check your allies
background?"

"l like to know who | am bring in arms reach, yeg5ponded Xena. She tilted her
head. "Tell me about your slavery years."



Gabrielle shook her head. "There's nothing to tellwas a slave for eight years, that's
all.”

"Never beaten, whipped, branded?" questioned thme @yor.

The younger woman swallowed and stared at the stgamater. "l was... taken
several times, beaten of course..." She looked upa$l a slave." She got up from the
step and crossed the distance. "As far as bramiag..." Once close enough, she
turned around. Gabrielle reached up and pulledhaerup, revealing the back of her
neck.

The Warrior Princess's eyes focused in on the bktedo of Lord Sinteres, which she
knew all too well. She reached up and touchedntlge'Hard years," she whispered
with her hand slipping back under the water.

Gabrielle lowered her hair and turned around. "Tieye... but | tell myself that it
could have been harder."

"Yes... you could have had my path," stated the ruler

The Amazon Queen smiled sadly. "l would have pretkethat if it meant you had an
easier path." She got no verbal response from gmg@=ror but her only response
was loud enough. Her blue eyes had softened justigto Gabrielle.

"Well... that's been my road so far," Gabriele whispe She made her way across the
pool and leaned against the wall.

"If I recall correctly, you're an aspiring bard?"

Gabrielle nodded. "I am, a bit hard but I've bagmg."

"What makes it hard?"

The small woman tilted her head. "A lack of inspoa in this world."

Xena chuckled deeply. "You'd think in this worldnibuld be all the inspiration for
the heroes."

"l wouldn't know what a hero is, Conqueror.” Thee®@n let out a sigh. "This world is
full of evil."

"There are heroes here, Queen Gabrielle." The Ganggrinned. "You're just
looking in the wrong place."” She paused as heralarged. "You have the wrong
definition of a hero."

"Well..." Gabrielle took a deep breath. "I've certgiseen plenty of tragic heroes in
my lifetime."

"Better tragic than none," whispered the ruler. &lok a heavy breath, letting the
warm steam relax her senses. "Have you thought opooffer to stay longer?"



The Queen nodded. "l would be quite grateful tg kiager," answered the small
woman. "However, I'd like to return to the Natiomelfly."

"Check on affairs?"

"Yes." Gabrielle paused then asked, "If you domtdnmy regent and Eponin would
like to stay longer as well."

"Of course."” The Conqueror lifted herself off thellw"But... do not over use your
time," she warned.

The Amazon Queen tilted her head. "Tell me wherettpration date is and I'll head
off back to my Amazons."

Xena nodded while she neared the pool's stepsstS8pped and glanced at the
younger woman. "The date is more up to you," sieecpaietly before she went up the
steps. "Servants."

One came over with a robe for the Conqueror and§ipped into it. She turned
around while she tied the sash. "Enjoy the regbaf evening.” She let a tiny smile
curve her lips. "And you may use this room anytyoa see fit."

Gabrielle bowed her head slightly. "Thank you, negé."

"Goodnight." The Warrior Princess walked down tteps as her robe flowed behind.
She went to a small room to the side and chandecdgr leathers and armor once
more. She tied her boots and left the room.

The Conqueror left the bathing room then she heddach to her office. Before she
entered, she found a guard. "Request Draco hemy ioffice."

"Yes, my liege." The guard crossed his fisted hawet his chest then marched off.
Xena entered her office as she brushed her wesshangpf the way. She was grateful
for the torches being lit along with the fireplaekaving gone around her desk, she
opened one scroll and skimmed over it.

"My liege." Draco entered the office. "You called."

The Conqueror placed the scroll back down and ldakewhen the man stood before
her. "l need you to handle an affair for me, Draco.

The second in command nodded. "Of course, my liege.
"Do you know of Lord Sinteres?"

The warrior quickly nodded. "Who does not, my liggele paused and added, "He is
one of the largest slavers in your realm."”

"Yes he is, isn't he?" Xena grinned and placechbheds behind her back. "You are to
take as many men as you think necessary and asi &interes."



"To carry out what?"

The Conqueror's eyes shifted into a deep blue. "&feuo kill Lord Sinteres and
destroy his establishment. Is this clear, Draco?"

"My liege, he brings in much money to your realne. lkblds a large amount of

power." Draco narrowed his eyes. "It would be feiolio kill him." He shook his

head. "And with no reason."”

"l do not care about how much income he has in mgdom, Draco." Xena narrowed
her eyes. "I have thousands of other funds, | capedfectly fine without one slaver."
She leaned towards the man. "You are to kill himh destroy his compound." She
leaned closer to the man. "And do this quietly.& $aused as her dark eyes locked on
the man. "Is this clear, Draco?" her voice was dbovseeping with anger.

Draco grounded his teeth together but answereds,"Mg liege." He bowed his head.
"It'll be done... quickly, quietly, and efficiently."

"Make sure it is done properly." Xena straighteapd”l do not want to hear of any
screw ups."

"As you wish, my liege." The second in command éoldhis arms. "Is that all?"
"Yes, you're dismissed."”

"Goodnight, my liege." Draco bowed his head befordeft the office.

The Conqueror soon left her own office and headdtet room for the night.

~Fk ko

The warrior-bard tucked her hands under her helagl s8nsed her warrior getting into
the bed beside her. She turned her head to XehanKTyou for doing this."

The older woman smiled softly. "I'm glad you halleak"

Gabrielle chuckled but sighed. "I was just worried Conqueror had gone back."
Xena grinned. "She hasn't and you've done aliMioatying for nothing."

The small warrior mock glared at her soul mate. &&lier... you were worried t00."

"Yeah, | actually was," confessed the warrior. 8raed onto her side and smiled
down at her lover. "lts good to see her and Gdbrgadtting along."”

The younger woman chuckled. "Yeah, | noticed th@h& moved her hands from
under her head onto her stomach. "Do you smelire@nze in the air too?"

The Warrior Princess chuckled and rested her fdron Gabrielle's. "l don't think
they have much choice." She grinned.



"Really." The small woman chuckled. "How long dauythink we'll stay?" She
shrugged. "Not too long huh?"

"A couple of days," agreed Xena. "We do need totcap with Eve."
"We're meeting her in the Amazon village?"
The older woman nodded. "Yes, she was staying Satfa."

Gabrielle nodded. "Eve and Sara were... getting afpagy well." Her voice held
suggestion.

Xena sighed dramatically. "Don't even."

The warrior-bard laughed and turned one her hapdsler fingers laced through her
soul mate's. "Well, we both know how love works."

"The understatement of the century,” whispereditior. She leaned down and
kissed her lover gently. "Tired?" she asked attine of the kiss.

"Yeah." Gabrielle rolled to the left into her wam's arms.

Xena wrapped her arms around Gabrielle then shergother back.

"Xena..." The small warrior lifted her head off hermer's chest. "You're not..."
"Jealous?" asked the warrior with a grin. "No, would | be?"

"Oh don't give me that." Gabrielle chuckled bridfien said, "Considering what
happened between the Conqueror and 1."

"Is in the past,” stated Xena. She shrugged. "éauine... | have nothing to worry
about." She ran her fingers through short blond Hisior am | going to be a... bitch
and make a scene." She grinned.

The small warrior grinned back faintly. "Thank ybshe said quietly.

"Mmm anything for Gabrielle," teased the watrrior.

"Got that right," joked the warrior-bard. She ledm®wn and kissed her warrior
tenderly.

Xena quickly responded as her fingers trailed ugdweer's sides.

Gabrielle pulled back with a smile, however shecilyimoved in for a more
passionate kiss.

~*Part 2*~

"Come in," called the Conqueror from the balconjhef room. She heard the person



come in and quietly close the door. She knew instialy who it was. "Good
morning, Queen Gabrielle."

The Amazon Queen grinned at how the ruler knewas she. She strolled across the
room and came out onto the balcony. "Good morr@apnqueror.”

"What brings you here?" asked Xena. She still haiven the small woman a glance.

Gabrielle rubbed the back of her neck for a moni&kihen | woke up, | noticed
Draco left with several men."

"And?" asked the dark ruler.

The small woman grasped the rail of the balconyh&wé were they headed, if you
don't mind my asking?"

The Conqueror peered down at the young woman. afity out a mission for me,"
she stated nonchalantly. "A payment of what's hapgen the past, so to say.” She
glimpsed back over her capital. "Nothing to worbpat, Queen Gabrielle."

"I'll take your word on it," said Gabrielle quietiHas a copy of the treaty been
made?"

"Its in progress," answered the ruler. "It shouddhere either tomorrow or the
following day."

"Thank you."
Xena simply nodded.

"May | ask you something?" asked the small womaa sy grin swept across her
lips.

The Conqueror corked an eyebrow in question.
"Why... why do you have so many balconies?"
The rule's expression shifted into amusement. jdyea nice view."

"l can relate to that but it still doesn't explarhy you have about a trillion balconies
off your castle."

"Its just the way my castle was built," replied Xen
Gabrielle huffed. "Sounds more like one of the ragiss of the known-world."

The Warrior Princess chuckled quietly. "Why does @onqueror have so many
balconies?" she said with complete amusement.

"Exactly." Gabrielle chuckled herself then she pdaup. "By the way, thank you for
the use of your bathing room."



The Conqueror nodded. "Of course..." She glimpsedndawthe small woman. "l
will be expecting a nice bath house in your Natidren | visit." She raised an
eyebrow.

Gabrielle coughed falsely and glanced back at Athéres well... you may have to
wait."

"Oh?"
The Queen smiled sheepishly. "We really don't lenein the Nation."
"l see," taunted the Conqueror.

The small woman sighed and moved closer to thearailleaned on it. "Yeah well..."
She chuckled. "Been meaning to tap into the looakpring for the Nation."

"Well then, | recommend when you return brieflytthau have your Amazons begin
working on it." The Conqueror paused as she strangd up. "l will expect an invite
to the Nation upon being allies."

Gabrielle, now, studied the ruler's face. She nteol was half-joking and half-
serious. "Of course, my liege." She bowed her liaady even though a tiny grin
corked her lips.

The ruler let a hint of a grin masked the corneneaflips. "Now then, have you had
breakfast?"

"Not at all, Conqueror."

Xena nodded before she ambled into her room. "fiatisthe guests." She went to the
door and held it open. "Join me, Queen Gabrielle?"

"Would love t00." The Queen crossed the distancevaant out of the door.
The Warrior Princess closed the door and quietytihe Queen down the hall.

Gabrielle noted how the ruler had been wearinddathers and armor with weapons
since her arrival several weeks ago. "Conquerdr@'said quietly.

The ruler stopped and waited for the small womgpitobeside her. "Yes, Queen
Gabrielle?" She begun walking again with Gabribkside her.

"l was just wondering..." The young woman peered'Why have you been wearing
your armor so much?"

The Conqueror grinned as she came to the soul mates. She faced the small
woman. "l have guests."

"Aaaand you're threatened by them?" inquired theeQucompletely puzzled.



"Not at all." Xena lost her grinned. "They are trees at threat." She turned to the
door. "By my men." She knocked on the door.

"How?" whispered Gabrielle.

"Changes are happening, Queen Gabrielle," utttxeduier. "Where there are
changes, there is danger." She peered down. "BéutaThe door opened when she
looked up again. "Morning, Gabrielle."

The small warrior smiled and leaned against the.dddhat's the early morning visit
about?"

"Breakfast," answered Queen Gabrielle. "Wantedk®isyou and Xena wanted to
join the Conqueror and I."

"I know I will." The older Gabrielle grinned.
"l figured the lion needed feeding," taunted thiemu

The warrior-bard shot a small glare for the oldgolkCome in, you two." She stepped
back while she opened the door more.

The Conqueror and Queen came in and sat down osdfas, opposite of each other.

The warrior came out of the bathroom, having juasked her face. "Morning," she
greeted to the mirror images.

"Sleep well?" asked Queen Gabrielle.
"Yes," answered the warrior-bard. "Can't go wronthwa huge, comfortable bed."
The Conqueror chuckled and said, "I can understand.

"Considering you know the roads too," agreed theiama She turned to her lover
"Where's my armor?"

The short warrior grinned. "Hold on." She went oteea table and collected her soul
mate's brass armor.

Xena came over and slipped into the armor, shéélpartner's small hands working
the buckles.

"What are the plans today?" asked Queen Gabreiie.glanced at the Conqueror
then at the soul mates.

The soul mates shrugged.
Then the warriors plus the Queen turned their atterto the Conqueror.

The Conqueror sighed dramatically. "Just becaase the ruler of this realm does not
mean | plan everybody's schedules."



Both Gabrielles laughed together. The warrior, havgjust grinned and finished
with her armor.

The darker Xena sighed and sat up more in the 4ala.though need to finish some
work today."

"Sounds like we'll be entertaining ourselves, th@ning," stated Queen Gabrielle.
"Afraid so," agreed the Conqueror.

The soul mates came over and stood in front of tteinterparts.

"What about a ride later?" asked the younger warrio

The ruler nodded. "It sounds good to me."

The Amazon Queen groaned quietly. "l hate horsds "'grumbled.

"They're not that bad once you get use to theratedtthe warrior-bard with a grin.

The younger Gabrielle huffed. "Right." She stood'liam going to go get my
Amazons if you don't mind, Conqueror."

"Go ahead." The dark Warrior Princess stood up.'ll\Wead to the dining hall.”
"Perfect." Queen Gabrielle flashed a smile thenlste
"Shall we?" asked the ruler.

Xena grinned. "After you, Conqueror."

The ruler corked an eyebrow. "Should | be worried?"
"Only if you think so," answered the warrior

For an answer, the Conqueror went to the door aitelce
The soul mates chuckled and left.

ke

"How about a little sparring?" asked Queen Galwiell
Xena glanced at her lover.

The older Gabrielle shrugged. "Why not?" She lookeker younger mirror image.
"You know how to fight?"

The Queen sat up in the wood chair of the dinirlg hées, | know the sword and
staff.”



The Conqueror instantly peered across at the Am@aen. She hadn't imagined the
young woman using any weapons but then again tassam Amazon Queen.

"The Queen however, is reluctant to use the swanmhibunced Ephiny.

"That's due to the fact | prefer not to kill," ndtdhe Queen with her eyes pinning on
her regent.

The Conqueror glanced over at the slaves and gawe the signal to clear the tables.
She glanced back at her guests.

"Smart choice," stated the warrior-bard.

"Itis," agreed the Conqueror. Her eyes lockednenAmazon Queen. "You enter
another world once you've killed," she said quietly

"You do," whispered the short warrior sadly.

The warrior grasped her soul mate's hand unddatite in comfort.
Gabrielle smiled up at her lover.

Ephiny grinned. "And that's why we do not provide Queen with a sword."

The Queen chuckled and folded her arms. "Well... wihesh comes to shove..." she
trailed of solemnly.

"You'll knock them over with your staff," joked Epio, in hopes to lighten things.
Everybody chuckled.

The dark ruler suddenly stood up. "I need to firgsime work. Till then | imagine you
five can entertain yourselves."

Queen Gabrielle nodded and peered up. "l thinkarensanage." She grinned.

"Good." The Conqueror paused then said, "If youd#eto spar, ask any of my guards
for a staff, Queen Gabrielle."

"Thank you, Conqueror."

The ruler nodded before she left the dining hall.

"So, who's going first?" asked the weapons master.

The warrior leaned towards her partner. "l am gaango talk to the Conqueror.”
Gabrielle peered up into cool blue eyes. "Aboutddfd she whispered.

The Warrior Princess nodded. "Yes, I'll join yoteld'



"Alright.” Gabrielle leaned over and kissed herdosgoftly on the lips.

Xena returned the kiss then she stood up with Estdon't beat them all up,” she
teased.

"Rrright.” Gabrielle grinned and watched her warteave.

The Warrior Princess strolled down the hall anchfibthe Conqueror's office. She
stood in the doorway and knocked on the doorfrd@enqueror.”

The ruler sat behind her desk, writing somethi@prhe in, Xena... sit down."
Xena did just that and sat down before the ruthrsk.

The Conqueror finished writing something then séered up. "l take it this isn't a
social visit."

The warrior chuckled, she sat back in her chais.about Draco."

The dark Warrior Princess grinned at that and sek In her seat. She folded her
hands over her stomach. "Go on."

The warrior didn't say anything at first, just fing her words. "How much do you
trust him?" She knew the answer without asking.

"Let's say | wouldn't let Argo eat the grass heatked on," stated the ruler.
Xena nodded at the Conqueror's response. "Then Why...

The Conqueror grinned. "Xena, you know why." Shitethin her seat. "I keep my
friends close but-"

"My enemies closer," finished the Gabrielle's soake. "l know and | understand,
naturally." She paused before she added, "But velep khim this close when you have
such a precious package in this castle. You arplgiasking for trouble.”

"Times are changing, Xena." The darker woman lifiedlocked hands up, her
elbows on the chair arms. "The sun is peaking theehorizon and soon my enemies
will reappear in the sunlight." She paused. "l aepparing for this."

"But you are threatening Queen Gabrielle's lifajds<ena lowly.

"That's exactly what | want," stated the Conquél®he is the bait that will bring my
prey closer." She leaned towards the warrior. "lr@wer the mouse in these games, |
am the trap."

The warrior narrowed her eyes about to counter that

The Conqueror held up a hand. "Hold off." She |leddner hand. "l understand your
concern about Queen Gabrielle." She stopped bsf@eaid, "But she is safe."



"How do you figure that?" whispered Xena to the Queror. "By her being near you
she is a target, Conqueror." She narrowed her Ejrs.more your enemies will
believe she is worth using against you. In oneifasbr another.” She leaned towards
the ruler. "She is better off in her Nation surrded by her Amazons."

"This is little of your concern, Xena."

"It is all my concern," countered the warrior. "Many concern than it is yours." She
stood up. "She is my friend, | fear for her lifagdgs my concern." She paused. "I'd
just to like to know why you're so intent on diggia hole underneath her."

The Conqueror rose up to her full height. "Remenxwmara, she is a... big girl and
can decide for herself where she wants to be."f@ted her arms. "l am being an
ally and enlisting her help."

"l believe you forgot to ask her for that help Ated the warrior.

"Do not get into my affairs, Xena," growled theaulShe pressed her hands against
the desk, leaning towards her mirror image. "Thibatween Queen Gabrielle and .
Stay out of it."

The Warrior Princess lost her control on her arget let it all come out hotly to the
ruler. "Well | fucking suggest you ask Queen Gdlwidl his is now my affair because
| will not have a good person killed over your daseffishness."

"Is that what you think this is, Xena?" The ruleadghed with anger. "Queen Gabrielle
is in as much of a threat in her Nation as shers.h She shook her head. "l am
saving Queen Gabrielle's life," she growled. "Stayof this,” she snarled lowly.

The Warrior Princess growled and stalked away flloendesk. She neared the
doorway to the balcony and turned around.

The Conqueror folded her arms. "l do not abuse liigsaXena." She arched an
eyebrow. "Things are under control.” She tilted inead. "It has already begun.”

"Care to share how you expect to keep Queen Ghbsale when your enemies are
all around you?" Xena strolled back over.

The ruler grinned and lowered her hands back talés&'s edge. "As | said, its
already begun. This morning Draco left to taketbetlargest slaver in the slave trade
of the known-world."

"And this'll do what?" asked the warrior.

"Two things." The Conqueror came around the desksan down on the corner. "It
first will protect Queen Gabrielle and second il wause an uproar of the evil in my
kingdom." She grinned. "Then | can begin flushing my enemies once they've heard
I've gone... soft."

"l presume it'll protect Queen Gabrielle from thesve trade,” stated the watrrior.



"Yes," agreed the ruler. "It'll scare the slaversyarning to them not to touch Queen
Gabrielle." She was about to add more but stoppeself. "The process has begun
Xena, | recommend you and Gabrielle head back wo world." She shook her head.
"It'll be safer."

"I'd prefer staying for protection."

"But?" asked the Conqueror.

"But Gabrielle and | are due somewhere else."

"I can imagine, being heroes keeps you busy." ToregGeror straightened up. "Is
there anything else you needed?"

The warrior corked an eyebrow. "Do you know of rada?"

The ruler chuckled and said, "He is the captaimpfguards, yes. Why?"

"I'd suggest enlisting his help,"” replied Xena. fity world, he's quite reliable.”
"In another words... he's a hero."

The warrior nodded. "Exactly."

"I'll look into it." The Conqueror folded her armi®&ow, | have a request of you and
Gabrielle."

Xena nodded at the darker Warrior Princess.

The ruler took a deep breath. "If things get outaitrol | may send Queen Gabrielle
to your world."

"We'll take care of her," stated the warrior.
"l was hoping so. I'll be sure to send a few Amazerth her."

"Good." The warrior-bard's soul mate lowered hensar'If you it so happens you
need extra support, you know the passage to oudwor

The Conqueror shook her head. "l can take careings fine."
The warrior grinned. "Even | know when | am wrong."

The ruler smirked back. "I am the Conqueror.” Sleatback around the desk and sat
down.

"Even conquerors make mistakes," whispered theievaBhe walked over to the
door. "Maybe more often than the rest of us."”

The Conqueror peered up. "I'll keep that in mirgh¢ laced her hands together on her



desk. "Where are the others?"
"Sparring, | presume."
The ruler grinned. "I hope your partner doesn't lieam all up.”

The Warrior Princess chuckled quietly. "I am abwouind out.” She headed out of the
door.

"Xena," called the Conqueror. "We still have a spgrbetween us."

Xena stopped in the hall and yelled back, "I andyeshenever you are...
Conqueror."

The ruler grinned to herself and went back to work.
The warrior grinned to herself as well before sleawoutside.

~Fk ko

The Conqueror came down the steps and onto thargpéeld. She watched as Xena
fought against both Gabrielles. She grinned asigiet. Off to the sides, she noted the
Amazons watching. She joined them.

The warrior found it odd to fight her lover and hmazon Queen. It was like battling
the past and future Gabrielle, at points it alrmate her lose her focus. But she held
her ground against a staff and pair of sais.

"I take it this has been interesting to watch,testahe Conqueror to the Amazons.
Ephiny peered up with hard eyes. "It is," she $aictly cold.

The ruler sighed inwardly. She had yet to reaahlaihderstanding with the
Amazons. The Amazons still angry with her for cfyiag their Queen- she didn't
blame them.

The Warrior Princess ducked as a staff went ovehead, she jumped back in time
as sais breezed past her breasts. She archedmoveys her soul mate.

The short warrior chuckled but suddenly a sly grashed over her lips. Without
warning, she sprinted the tiny distance betweerasldeXena. She gave a hard
roundhouse kick.

The warrior ducked and bounced back.

The Amazon Queen dropped her staff and decidedtohwnow as the soul mates
fought. She glimpsed over at the Conqueror.

The ruler gave a hidden smile.

The Queen strolled over and joined the ruler buielyes stayed pinned on the



partners sparring. She noted how much faster thayed together, it was as if they
read each other's moves. "They're amazing," shepeted.

The Conqueror nodded. "That's what five yearsdall' she whispered.

The Warrior Princess knocked her lover's sais fr@mhands.

Gabrielle grinned and backed up a little. She at@reeyebrow in challenge.
Xena closed in with a twirl of her sword.

The warrior-bard laughed and kicked at her soukfaaword hand.

The sword flew from the warrior's hands and lani@ecway.

Gabrielle bounced onto the balls of her feet. Herds up prepared to wrestle.
Xena grinned evilly and lifted her hands up.

The partners started circling each other, eyesldcand heavy breathing, and tensed
bodies.

"Watch this," whispered the Conqueror to the Queen.
The Queen peered up at the older woman.
The ruler nodded back at the soul mates.

Queen Gabrielle focused her attention back onawers as she leaned against her
staff.

The warrior-bard narrowed her eyes and leaped farwaile she slung a fist.

Xena simply caught the fist in her right hand. Hands curled around the small fast
and begun squeezing hard.

Gabrielle gritted her teeth but was showing a dsime instantly rammed her right
knee up into her lover's stomach.

The warrior took it without flinching. She smirkedck and kept tightening her hold
on Gabrielle's hand.

The short warrior knew another knee ram wouldn'trah. So she moved in and
swiped her feet under Xena's legs.

The Warrior Princess went crashing to the ground.
Gabrielle jerked her hand free and stepped back.

The older woman flipped back up onto her feet amd her eyes were twinkling.



Oh boy thought Gabriellenot going to be good.
Slowly the warrior neared and quickly moved herdsamto Gabrielle's defense.

Gabrielle moved her hands quickly enough to stopa¥eattacks. She was so caught
into it that she hadn't noticed her partner aboumove.

Xena had dropped and did a kick.

The short warrior crash onto her back now. Sheldyiiolled to her right as her
lover's fist met the ground. She got onto her &et turned. She rammed her body
into Xena's.

Both watrriors fell to the ground, Gabrielle on wipXena.

Gabrielle pinned her soul mate down and grinnedrdataher. She knew her warrior
could easily throw her off but she also knew Xer@smit about too. "Kiss and make
up,” she whispered.

The older woman chuckled and pulled her partneesildown. Her warm lips sealed
over her lover's in a tender kiss.

Slowly the pair got up after the kiss. They collgxtir weapons and strolled over to
their audience.

"So, how about that ride?" asked Gabrielle peenim@t the Conqueror.

The ruler grinned and glimpsed down at the Queén. Queen Gabrielle believes
she can handle it."

The Amazon Queen sighed. "Let's go."
Everybody laughed quietly then followed the rutethe stables.

They came out of the stables with tacked horseasttiee Conqueror noted Queen
Gabrielle lacked a horse.

"Problem, Queen Gabrielle?" she asked deeply.

"I'm not big on horses, Conqueror." The small worganned. "Thought | could
walk."

The ruler sighed and mounted Argo. "Not a good.ld8he held a hand down to the
younger woman. "Ride with me," she ordered.

The Amazon Queen raised an eyebrow.
"Or ride a horse on your own," stated the rulemptiee

The Queen groaned and took the older woman's Isdredwas hauled up into the
saddle with her staff.



The Conqueror took the staff and attached it tcstaille in the back. She glanced
over at her friends and the Amazons. "Ready?"

They nodded together.

"This way." The ruler turned her mare towards thteg. She didn't feel any small
arms around her waist. "Queen Gabrielle, | reconthyeu hold on."

The Queen slowly snaked her arms around the olderam's waist, not quite sure
about this riding.

~*Part 3*~

The group had returned from the 'trail' ride bagkirth the sunset, in time for dinner
and to tame the lions in the two Gabrielles' stdma#éfter that dinner, Queen
Gabrielle had decided on leaving the following miogn or rather this morning;
headed back home to her Amazons.

Xena pulled jerked down the girdle and tightendakfore buckling it in. "Your set,"
she stated to her horse, she patted him on theSideglanced over at her soul mate.
"You ready, Gabrielle?"

"Pretty much,"” replied the warrior-bard, she fimdrup with putting the face tack on
the horse. "Good to go, Xen."

The Conqueror reappeared from the castle and néagegtoup by the stables. "Is
everything organized?" she asked deeply.

"Yes, just about," reported Palamon, he raisedhéel after bowing.

"How man guards are going with the party?"

"Fifteen, my liege," replied the Captain of the Gisga

"Fine." The ruler glanced over and noted the waitd Gabrielle ready to go. She
spotted the two Amazons already mounted on thegdso "Are you all ready to
travel?"

Ephiny nodded but said, "We are missing one thing."

The Conqueror lifted an eyebrow. "And that is?"

"Our Queen," answered the regent as a grin crdsseds.

The Conqueror groaned and turned towards the addrsr castle. "I will returned
with the Queen." She strolled off briskly in a Ipotrsuit for the Queen.



Gabrielle looked up when the door to her room odene

"Are you ready, Queen Gabrielle?" inquired the Gaqr, she stood tall and proud
in the doorway.

The Amazon Queen nodded a few times. "I think Sbé picked up her satchel off
the bed and lifted the strap up and over her h&hd.let the strap cross against her
chest. "Is everybody else ready?"

"Ready and waiting... for you," teased the rulertigh

Gabrielle chuckled yet shook her head. "Sorry."

"Its fine, follow me," ordered Xena, and she stepaside, holding the door open.

The small woman exited the room and waited forrther to lead the way.

Xena closed the door and said, "This way." She éeadwn the hall but in the
opposite direction of the way of the main doors.

"Conqueror?" Gabrielle grasped the strap acrosshest in a bit of worry.
"Yes, Queen Gabrielle?"
"Where are we going?"

The Conqueror turned to a door and stopped. "Toaosn briefly.” She grabbed the
handle and opened the door. "Come in."

The Queen sighed yet entered the large room.
"Stay there," ordered the ruler. She then walkéal anside room.

Gabrielle heard the sound of a trunk opening; sbesed her arms and started getting
a bit more worried. "Conqueror-"

"Its alright," cut off Xena, she reappeared outhaf room. She quickly came towards
the Amazon; something contained within her hand.

The Amazon Queen gazed at the item in the largdsh&he dropped her head to one
side and stared at the silver dagger in the leatheath. "Wh-wh...." She peered up,
her expression completely confused.

The Conqueror's chest rose up high, and she rel¢lagebreath slowly. "This was my
brother's dagger.” She locked her eyes on Gahrigéle... passed away several years
back at a young age." She licked her lips withenphause but continued on. "l want
you to keep this with you for protection reasons."

"But Conqueror, | can't kil-"



"I know... | know." The ruler cupped one of the sreallvoman's hands, lifting it and
palm up. "Keep it on you for protection, that'slakk." She carefully placed the
dagger and sheath into the warm hand.

Gabrielle stared down at it and enclosed her fgeer the dagger. "Why?" she
whispered while looking back up.

Xena swallowed for a second and whispered, "Youemany enemies now, Queen
Gabrielle... many."

"Because... I've allied myself with you?" It was marstatement than a question.

"Yesss." The Conqueror still held onto the Quebkatwd. "You are now a target and
must be extremely careful, Queen Gabrielle.”

"I will be," uttered Gabrielle as she searchedl#éinger woman's eyes. "Thank you."
Xena nodded and replied, "And thank you," in a \agret voice.
The Queen faintly shook her head. "For...?"

"For allying yourself with me despite the dangeny,Queen." The Conqueror
squeezed the Amazon Queen's hand tightly.

Gabrielle let a smile curl up on her lips.

Then there was a sudden change in the Conquettittsl@, she released Gabrielle's
hand and stated, "Time to go."

The Amazon Queen nodded and stepped back, ou¢ efdl. She then followed the
ruler out of the room, down the hall, through theohe room, and outside. Coming to
the stables, she spotted her friends and the gpaegared to travel. She quickly
slipped her dagger into her satchel carefully agared Ephiny's horse.

"Are you ready now, my Queen?" taunted the regent.

Gabrielle pretended to consider but replied, 'hkhso."

Ephiny chuckled and said, "Here I'll take your batc' She was handed the satchel
and she hooked it onto her saddlebag. Next sheduglder hand and helped the
Queen up into the saddle.

Gabrielle settled into the saddle behind her Amazuhslipped her arms around her
regent.

The Conqueror, the entire time, had been talkingéosoul mates. "Be safe," she told
them.

"We will," replied the warrior-bard. "Thank you fatting us stay."

"Thank you for the visit," countered the ruler witwarm smile. "Wish you two could



have stayed longer."”

Xena gave a small sigh. "We wish ourselves buteneseded back in our world."”
"Yes... the balance can't be broken too much," agitee@€onqueror.

"Take care of yourself, Conqueror," said Gabridiker, warm smiled never breaking.
"You too, Gabrielle.” The ruler moved closer to th@rior-bard's horse.

The small warrior leaned over and down and huglgedConqueror as best as she
could.

The darker Xena returned the strong hug before mgosfioser to the other Xena and
shaking arms with her. The Conqueror then walkest tvthe Queen and held out a
hand.

Queen Gabrielle took the much larger hand.

"You will return?"

"Yes," replied the Queen. "Three to five days," atlded in.

"Fine." Xena squeezed the hand and let go. "Safels, Queen Gabrielle."

"Thank you." Gabrielle grinned a little. "Don't geb bored by yourself."

The Conqueror stepped away when she saw the gtadimg to move. "I'll entertain
myself just fine."

"That! | do believe," teased the Queen with a siiglyle.
The ruler just shook her head and crossed her aversher chest. She watched the

group head towards the gates of the castle. Shd beth Gabrielles and Xena call,
"Goodbye." She simply waved back until she sawgel@sed up behind them.

~Fk ko

Gabrielle kicked her horse into a fast trot andgtawp with the Queen and regent's
horse. "Queen Gabrielle?"

The Queen glanced at the warrior-bard and smilddt Queen Gabrielle... just
Gabrielle."

The warrior-bard chuckled at her own words she ddwalve said in the Queen's
position. "l will."

"Good." The small Queen shifted in the saddletke lénd asked, "You have a
question, it's in your eyes."

The small warrior nodded and replied, "The treaithwhe Conqueror is final?"



"Yes." The Amazon Queen released one arm from arbenregent and settled that
hand on her leg. "Benefits both the Nation andRbalm."

Gabrielle nodded at the younger Gabrielle. "Goadas worried."

The Amazon Queen grinned and stated, "You shoutavkne better than that,
Gabrielle."

The warrior-bard laughed and shook her head. "&spuld... you have very good
skills when it comes to negotiations."

"l do," agreed the Queen. She turned in the satitlereached into her satchel, she
pulled out a scroll that held a seal. She handed@abrielle. "Here it is.”

Xena caught sight of her partner about to readalsshe grinned and shook her
head. She quickened her horse's pace and caudgbhepelt safer staying beside her
soul mate's side while she was reading and riditiggasametime.

The warrior-bard unrolled the scroll while holditige reins in her other hands. She
noted her lover riding beside her, which made helesinwardly.Always protecting
me,the thought passed through her mind before sinedteeading the treaty. As she
read along, her head was bobbing up and down. \Wthefinished, she peered up and
smiled. "It looks perfect.” She lowered the reinsher saddle and proceeded to roll
up the scroll. "I'm happy the Conqueror agreedrtdget your Nation."

"So am I." The Queen took the scroll back and teskit back into its home.

"You are returning in a few days?" cut in Xena.

The Queen nodded. "Yes we are."

"We?" asked the warrior-bard.

"Eponin and |," answered back the regent.

Queen Gabrielle grinned evilly and teased, "Yesgensr loyal subjects.” She
suddenly coughed when she found her regent's dalbber stomach.

"Ya know, in my opinion you need more 'loyal sultgestaying in that castle with
you, Gabrielle," stated the weapons master asoshed the group.

The Amazon Queen raised an eyebrow at Eponin. Beca? If | do that, Ep then
the Conqueror may feel threatened and disrespdttdukbst not to bring in so many
Amazons."

The weapons master considered it before sayingg'Tr

Palamon decided to join the group and quickly askddw much further to the
Nation?"



"About another candlemark,"” replied Ephiny in achtame.

The Captain of the Guards moved his head in uraledstg. "Then we will be
staying...?"

"No more than three days," answered the Queen.

"Sounds fine," concluded the Captain. He slowedhbise down and began riding in
front of his men once more.

Gabrielle swayed back in forth in her saddle bet ston broke the silence with:
"Gabrielle, what do you think of the Conqueror?"

The Queen's eyebrows instantly shot up into hegbas she turned her gaze to the
older Gabrielle.
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Solari stepped out of the gates of the Nation witharm smile spreading across her
expression. "Queen Gabrielle." She bowed her hdale weveral other Amazons
came out of the village.

"Solari," greeted back the Queen, her own warmesoml her lips. She quickly
dismounted with Ephiny's help. She then embraceddmond in command in a
strong hug.

"Good to see you back," whispered Solari happily.

"Nice to be back for a little while."

The second in command pulled back with a baffledIdA little while?"

The Queen nodded and replied, "I cannot stay lotity explain later."

"As you wish, Gabrielle." Solari shifted her atientto the other people dismounting.
"Xena, Gabrielle." Her bright smile returned and sbon found herself engulfed in
hugs from the two warriors, Ephiny, and Eponin.

The Amazon Queen turned to her regent. "See that®a and his men are taken to
the proper area for them to make camp. Also invigen to our dinner tonight... the
other Amazons are to be informed of the naturéei tstaying."

"Of course." Ephiny turned to Palamon. "Palamomn, god your men are to follow
me, please."”

The Captain nodded and followed the regent aftetirvgaon his men.

The rest of the group, however, treaded into thage during the early sunset. The
Queen gave both Xena and Gabrielle a hut to stesile she headed to her own hut.



Gabirielle sat down on the bed in the middle ofttheand smiled at her warrior. "lts
been a nice break," she admitted.

"It has." Xena neared her partner, she held hed$down. "Feel better that the
Conqueror is unchanged?"

The warrior-bard took her lover's hands. "Yes,tdb&iter."

The warrior laced her fingers through her soul rsaad pulled her up to her feet.
"Anybody you touch, Gabrielle is forever changeshé whispered, "And for the
better."

Gabrielle lowered their arms by their side, and@t@ssed her body into Xena's. "l
hope so, Xen." She lowered her head onto Xena%.che

"You touch everybody's heart, love," uttered theriwa she lowered her head onto
her partner's. She then brought her arms aroundéHals waist with Gabrielle's arms
behind her back now.

The warrior-bard sighed while closing her eyes, giieeezed her soul mate's hands.

"Tired?" asked the warrior quietly. She startedysmgtheir bodies back and forth
together.

"Yes," replied the smaller woman quietly.

"Still have a bit of a night ahead of us." Xenaskid her lover's temple. "Think you
can last?" she teased.

"Mmmm, think so," whispered back Gabrielle, shebeidb her cheek against her
lover's chest. She chuckled and said, "l feel éik®t of a baby here."

A grin creased the warrior's lips. "No... just cute."
"Not cute," grumbled the warrior-bard. "I'm a warti. warriors aren't cute."

"Hmmm." The Warrior Princess laughed quietly but hedy shook from the
laughter. "Oh but you are cute... a cute warrior."

Gabrielle huffed and whispered, "Just... don't tejllzody."

"l won't," promised Xena quietly. She took a deegath. "l think there's time for a
nap."

"Oooh, that's the best idea I've heard all day."

The warrior laughed and released her lover's h&tus . quickly picked up her partner
and settled her down on the bed.



The warrior-bard chuckled amusingly, pushed up ¢méabed, and lifted her feet up
onto the foot of the bed. She laid back on herwetband watched her lover unlace her
boots.

Xena dropped the boots onto the floor and ordéefgaelt in bed."”

"What about your armor?"

"I have it covered," stated the warrior. "Go on."

Gabrielle smiled then crawled up into the bed angygled down under the covers.
Within a few minutes, she felt a warmer, largerypmin her and pull her in safely.

She sighed contently in the strong arms whileiagtdlown on her soul mate's body.
It did not take her long to fall asleep nor ditkite Xena that long.

Queen Gabrielle nodded a few times. "That's wiiaught."”

Gabrielle shifted her weight to her other foot. 'NNeXena and | are needed back in
our world."

The Queen grasped her friend's arm and smilechd\Wk Gabrielle." She gave brief
squeeze.

The warrior-bard mirrored back the smile beforertgla drink of her wine.

The Amazon Queen let go of Gabrielle's arm andeiirer focus to the fire.

"You've changed already, Gabrielle,” whisperedstimall warrior.

The Queen was silent as she brought in a deephbi®la¢ nodded and flashed a brief
smile to the older Gabrielle. "And that is all yalging." She gazed back at the fire
that her Amazons danced around in the early evehyfay've made me believe,

Gabirielle."

The short warrior shook her head and replied, Yéo,ve always had hope in you."
She paused before adding, "l just showed you tloe again."

"And thank you." Queen Gabrielle sighed while stgrinto the fire. "I have not felt
this good about the future since you've came togha&verything."

The warrior-bard crossed her arms and tilted hadhe one side. "But what is
important now, Gabrielle is for you to keep theufetbright.”

The Queen's head moved up and down several tiiesy true."

The older Gabrielle chewed on the inside of hereliolp but posed the question:
"And how do you feel about the Conqueror?”



Queen Gabirielle peered up at her older mirror insagkasked, "In what way?"
"Love," stated Gabirielle.

The younger Gabrielle licked her lips while turnimgr attention back to the fire. "I'm
not sure, honestly." She shrugged. "Can love tdm@&obnqueror?” She shook her
head. "l have to wonder about that question.”

"Why wonder?" whispered the warrior-bard. "Sheadsehas been tamed by love."
"True," agreed the Amazon Queen. "l know you andaXare meant to be together
but..." She lifted her sad green eyes to the wabayd. "Does that mean the same for
the Conqueror and the Amazon Queen?"

The short warrior tried to come up with the bespanse, her jaw faintly slack. She
pressed her lips together in thought before whisgetl honestly... don't know..."

The Amazon Queen nodded, and she stared intortherfce more. "Neither do I. |
may look and think like you as does the Conquendréena but that does not mean
the destinies are the same."”

"I am almost positive you will find out, Gabriellestated the warrior-bard, "The
destinies are different but the fates are the same.

"Time will tell, time will tell," whispered the Anmon Queen.

The older Gabrielle nodded and was about to replgnher partner came up beside
her. "Hey, Xena." She brushed her fingertips owgritver's arm.

Xena leaned over and kissed her soul mate lightliytaiefly. She then smiled at the
Queen. "Evening, Queen Gabrielle."

The Queen laughed and shook her head with a stst Gabrielle please, Xena."
The warrior smiled back and replied, "Of courséhe $nade a mental note to make
sure when she talked to either Gabrielle to havdutleattention on them. So then
whichever Gabrielle knew whom she was talking @abrielle, do you know what
your plans are from here out with the Conqueror?"

The Queen shook her head after taking a smallfdygrowine. "I'm not sure honestly,
Xena."

The Warrior Princess nodded and folded her armsy'Mecommend?”
Queen Gabirielle chuckled and noddedouradvice, of course.”

Xena focused her attention onto the Queen. "l ebuydu, that the Conqueror will be
tricky to figure out at first."

The Amazon Queen moved her head in agreement.



"If your life ever seems threatened | wouldn't wabout protection too much."” The
Warrior Princess grinned faintly. "My guess is @enqueror will stake anything to
keep you."

"Oh?" Queen Gabrielle gave a teasing grin. "Mustlbthese Amazons."

"Exactly," teased back the warrior.

The Queen chuckled however went a bit seriousill'be& careful though."

"Do that," replied the Warrior Princess. "There elnanges happening in this world.
Your life is in a lot of danger since you're allgiwith the Conqueror."

"That is a risk I'll gladly take," stated the Queeith a nod. "If it means my life for a
new world then I'll do it."

"Let's not plan on it though,"” cut in the warricarld, she grasped her friend's arm.
Queen Gabrielle smiled at the older Gabrielle. "dlomy list to do."

The short warrior smiled brightly back.

~*Part 4*~

Xena turned around in a complete circle where shadsthen nodded at her partner.
"This is the spot.”

Queen Gabirielle crossed her arms. "Yes this ise"sthiled at her friends. "Travel
safely."

"Its just a little pain,” teased the warrior-basdshe stood in the center of the Amazon
Forest, prepared to go home.

"I know." The Queen moved in for a strong hug widr older version.
The warrior-bard hugged back tightly and whispef&tod luck."
"Thank you." Queen Gabrielle released her frieriek feered up at Xena. "Xena?"

The watrrior slipped a grin into place before saylfigke care of yourself." She
stepped closer and hugged the small woman.

The Amazon Queen kept a hold of the warrior farreglmoment.

"Ephiny?"

The regent smiled at the short warrior. "Be saf)iizlle."

"l will, Eph." Gabrielle gave a hug to the regemtump in her throat again at realizing

she had to go back to her world where there weasSphiny. She pulled back with wet
eyes. "Sometimes I'm tempted to steal you awaytakelyou to my Nation," she



whispered, a sad grin forming on her lips.

Ephiny laughed softly and nodded several timekntw, Gabrielle." She paused, her
lower lip quivering in upset. "I'm sorry you lostyr Ephiny... but I'm still here.”

"Yes you are," agreed the small warrior, she hudg@rny once more then released
her. She stepped back to stand beside her soul mate

"Ready, partner?" asked the Warrior Princess.

"I think so." Gabrielle smiled up at her lover ahén looked to the two Amazons.
"We'll be back soon."

"We know," replied the Amazon Queen, she walkedkwacds with Ephiny and got
out of the way. "Be safe, Xena and Gabrielle."

"You too, Queen Gabrielle," called back Gabriekddne she faced her soul mate.

The warrior smiled down at her warrior-bard. Shasbed a blond bang back and
lowered her head.

Gabirielle held onto her lover's sides as her liokked on Xena's.

Queen Gabrielle and Ephiny looked away as thedight bolts struck in the air and a
bright light flashed. The Queen looked back and seixsoul mates gone.

Ephiny took a step closer to her Queen and graseeshoulder.

Gabrielle took a long, deep breath then turnechkad to her regent. "Are we ready to
go back?"

"Yes, Gabrielle." The Amazon studied her frien@dd syes. "Are you ready to go
back, my Queen?"

"Yes," whispered Gabrielle, something turned ingtemach. "Its time for me to
sooth the savage beast."

Ephiny nodded but uttered, "I hope you can befoegheast bites back."
"I'll die trying." The Queen turned and started kuad) towards the village.

The regent took one last second to study the shetemhe heroes disappeared from
before she followed after her Queen.

"File into order!" called Palamon, "Let's go, lejtz."
Gabrielle readjusted in her saddle, this time gdarhorse by herself. She glanced

over at her regent, who nodded that she was r&adyglanced at Eponin, who
nodded back too. The Queen held the reins in batlsrnow and turned to Palamon.



"Are we ready, Captain?"

"Yes we are, Queen Gabrielle." The Captain of thar@s shifted in his saddle before
focusing on the Queen. "Are you ready?"

"Yes," replied the Queen, "let's move out."”

Palamon nodded and ordered, "Fall out, time to nidv¥e kicked his horse and
started at a quick walk through the woods.

Queen Gabrielle kicked her horse and road besgl€#ptain. She gave a wave to
Solari at the gates of the Village.

The second in command waved back and smiled biy. s&bod luck, my Queen,”
she whispered.

The regent rode along side the Queen while the @resamaster rode on her other
side.

Palamon was silent but asked, "How long are yoyirggan the castle for?"
Gabrielle peered up and replied, "l am not surgt&ia."

Palamon grinned and stated, "Palamon please, (baenelle.”

The young Queen released a small chuckle. "Thercgaicall me just Gabrielle.”

"Of course, Gabrielle." Palamon went a bit quité whispered, "l am glad you've
come."

"How is that?"

Palamon smiled softly at the Amazon Queen. "l atrarfan of fighting but... its
good to see the Conqueror softening up."

"Oooh, is that what you think is happening to tlequeror?"

"Yes it is." The Captain shrugged and then addBdt io not mention to her | said
that."

Gabrielle shook her head while a grin played onlipsr "I won't, Palamon."

Palamon chewed on his lower lip for a moment. 6l yake careful enough steps, |
think the world will be saved.”

The Queen nodded but whispered, "Its not so muehvtirld | am worried about.”
She grinned evilly at the Captain.

Palamon's eyebrows shot up. "Oh... | see, GabridHe.laughed deeply and nodded.
"Then | wish you good luck. Not just anybody carttve Conqueror of the Conqueror.
People have tried and tried only to fail."



"I know." Gabrielle swayed back and forth in heddia. "But | have a secret weapon
that nobody else has."

"Oh?" Palamon gave a curious look.
"Just a little love, Palamon... that's all it takestgited the Queen simply.

"I hope you are right, Gabrielle." The Captain gidland shook his head. "Anybody
that's ever fought with her with flowers as diedrtg on her thorns."

"I know, | know," whispered the Queen sadly.

After that, the group fell relatively silent andsjurekked south to the capital. Within
two candlemarks, the group was far, far out ofAh@azon Forest and traveling in a
thick forest area.

Ephiny whipped her head to the right, her eyesomaed. "What was that?" she
whispered lowly to the weapons master.

Eponin was tense in her saddle and scanning foowualing forest. "I don't know...
but I don't like it."

"What is it?" asked the Queen to her Amazons.

"We're not sure," uttered the regent, her hearb@mg now. "Something is about to
happen.”

Palamon felt the tension in the area. He suddeappgd his horse and so did
everybody else. He drew his sword quietly and ialinmen followed along.

"I smell a fight," whispered Eponin. She extradbed sword and gritted her teeth.
"Gabrielle, get your staff out," ordered the regguetly.

The Queen nodded and turned back in her saddleur&tepped her staff and kept
looking ever which way. She started hearing sowfidisaves crunching and twigs

snhapping. "They're coming from that way." She paindue north.

Palamon looked at his men, he waved them forwaklidéoup in front of the group.
The men all block the way the noise was coming frprapared for battle.

"Who you think it is?" asked the Queen to her Anmszo

"Nothing but trouble,” stated Eponin.

"Protect the Queen at all costs,” commanded theéa@afp the guards.

Suddenly there was a ring of swords being drawtherforest ahead. "Attack!" yelled

a man and suddenly numerous warriors flooded throlug forest, heading straight
for the fifteen or so guards.



Ephiny's eyes widened. "On no..." she uttered inhoeror at seeing all the men.
Eponin gritted her teeth and yelled, "Protect the€h."”

"Protect the Queen!" called out Palamon again.

The guards all raced ahead and crashed into alvaneors, fighting them.

The Amazons kept close to their Queen and killgdadthe enemies that broke
through the lines.

Palamon himself too stayed beside the Queen, pragdrer and knowing it was his
life if she died.

The Queen for her part watched in horror as thegGeror's guards were slaughter
one after another.

"Attack!" ordered the same voice but from behingl lihe of guards.

The Amazons turned in their saddles in time tossedher wave of warriors come
crashing into them from behind.

"No!" screamed out Ephiny, and she became fraatprotect Gabrielle.

The Amazon Queen was too shock to respond. It waass massacre before her eyes
and no hopes of survival.

Section 2
~*Part 5*~

The Conqueror lowered her quill onto her scroll. #leed her hands together, her
elbows propped up on her desk, and she loweredhieion top of her hands. She
stared directly through her office and out to th&bny, watching the clouds and a
few birds dip and dive in the air.

Xena stood up with her hands falling down to hdesComing around her desk, she
made her way out onto the balcony. She gazed absvsspital, Athens, and looked
to the extent of her realm reaching to the horizanvering her eyes, she caught sight
of a bruised and battered soldier limping in thiotige gates. Her eyes instantly
narrowed, and she hurried out of her office.

"Damn it," she growled lowly while racing down thell towards the thrown room.

"My liege, my liege?" called a guard, who was cogriitom the thrown room. "One of
your guards-"



"l know," cut off the ruler hotly. "Out of the waly.

The guard jumped to one side as the angry Congtlempast, her midnight hair
floating behind and chakram glistening.

Xena came outside and neared a group of five gslgies the injured one. "What
happened here?"

One guard looked up and said, "He's from Palangyolsp, my liege."

"I know that, fool,” The Warrior Princess snarl&das he told you what's happened?"
"No, my liege."

"Well why haven't you asked?" half yelled the ruler

"My liege..." The guard fell silent then finished lgentence. "He has lost his
tongue."

Xena's eyes faintly widened but went normal agaiste glanced at the hurt soldier.
"Get him to a healer." She then waved her handreefiomping off.
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"It was ripped out, my liege." The healer lookedtte soldier lying on the pallet. He
then peered up at Xena. "Not cut.”

The Conqueror closed her eyes briefly and lickedips while reopening her eyes.
"How are his wounds?"

"They are clean and he'll make it." The healehlstlower lip then added, "But there
was something strange."”

"And that is?"

The man gazed up to his ruler. "On his back, hensde have a map carved into his
skin... done by a dagger."

"May | see?" inquired the Conqueror.

"Of course, my liege." The healer walked over @ plallet and with Xena's help, he
carefully turned the man onto his stomach. "Th#tésmap, my liege or what seems
to be a map."

The Warrior Princess studied it quickly then walle@r to a wall and plucked a
torch out of its ring. She handed it to the heatet ordered, "Hold it over.” She then
peered down closer and studied the map more chreful

The healer touched one spot on the man's backaaahd'sbelieve that's the Amazon
Nation there, my liege." He then traced his hawot@la wavy line. "And my guess is
that's the coast."



"They are," confirmed the ruler. Her index and nhedichger touched an 'X' on an area
of the coast to the south of Athens. She then raxealrow pointing down the man's
body. "Pull his pants down some."

The healer quickly grasped the leather pants aliddotihhem down a bit.

There directly above the soldier's ass were wountignc

"Come alone and unarmed."

Xena's eyes narrowed, and she stared at the 'X'Spe then quickly looked to the
healer. "Make sure this man's cuts will heal ovepprly with no scars."

"Yes, my liege."

The Conqueror left the healer's office and werthendirection of her room. She then
called, "Guard!"

A guard reappeared from a hall and walked brisldp@ side the ruler, "Yes, my
liege?"

"Has Draco returned with my men?"
"I'm afraid not, my liege."

Xena stopped in front of the steps to the halboins. "Find out which men he took
with him and report back to me. Is that clear?"

"Yes, my liege." The guard hurried off.

"And | want a hand written list," called out Xeneftre she went up the stairs to her
room. Once in her room, Xena went over to her tramd opened the top. Grabbing
her cape, she threw it on and clipped the top batshoulders. The next thing she
pulled out was her breast dagger and tucked itdmtviner breasts.

A knock came at the door and the Conqueror cdl@dme in."”

Two guards entered into the room and one with allsarhand.

"Read," ordered the ruler.

The guard unrolled the scroll and began readinst @i names of soldiers. He then
lowered the scroll and added, "A hundred men totglliege."

The Warrior Princess faced the guards and walkeseclto them. "And what is their
loyalty towards Draco?"

"A hundred percent for all, my liege." The guardiged before saying, "These were
many of the men that have fought with him."



Xena nodded while walking away, back to her tri#nd what's their loyalty rate
towards me?"

"Rather low, my liege," whispered the guard.

"Hmmmm." The Conqueror narrowed her eyes while bendown and reaching into
her trunk. "That'll be all.”

The two guards nodded and left the room.

Xena lifted her whip out of the trunk; she tied tineip to her left side. "Lord Sinteres
and Draco... quite a combination," muttered the rul&éen a loud boom echoed in
the room and Xena's large hands rested on the le®edctrunk lid. "I hate traitors,"
she growled then walked briskly out of her room.
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"Is that clear?"

The new head guard nodded to Xena. "Crystal, ngglie
Xena narrowed her eyes for a moment at the gubedve."
The guard bowed his head then hurried out of the'suoffice.

The Warrior Princess sighed and gazed back doweranap of Greece. She studied
the area where Lord Sinteres's compound restestitljimlong the coast of the sea.
The one thing she disliked was heading there witeomebody she trusted in charge
of her empire. It was the only thing that still kéaer glue in her seat and not out
slaughtering the kidnappers of Queen Gabrielle.

Xena laced her hands together and lowered herattilmher hand and stared out to
her balcony as she always did.

"l can escort myself." Came an angry female's voice

The Warrior Princess looked up when her office dtew open with one angry
Amazon standing in it.

"Conqueror," started the half beaten Amazon. SHkeglaover to the front of the
desk, droplets of blood rolling down her right affhen her body was rather covered
by other smear marks of blood and bruises andrimidjet hand was her red bladed
sword.

"Ephiny." The Conqueror was a bit surprised bubdtop tall. "What happened?"

Ephiny dropped her sword to the floor; she gragheddge of the desk with her head
lowering. "We were ambushed on the way back froenNhtion." She was breathing
heavy but continued talking. She lifted her head,dark hooded eyes rested on the
great ruler. "l escaped... barely."



"And rather wounded," whispered the ruler. Sheltie@round the desk and was
about to touch the Amazon but the regent had tak&ep back.

"Let me finish," stated the Amazon harshly. "Thélek your royal guards all of
them." She paused, her eyes locked on the Conguéidalamon, Queen Gabrielle,
and Eponin are being held... kidnapped but up fa.%al

"To who?" whispered Xena.

"To the highest bidder." Ephiny's right hand selinained on the edge of the desk;
she was gripping it as tight as she could. "Thegtwau to come there but the men
who captured us said they plan to only beat yopeEislly because they know..." She
paused and coughed before whispering, "they havkei to your kingdom in their
hands." Her eyes closed, and Ephiny lost her dtiine&dne fell to her knees beside her
sword and then collapsed to her side.

"Guards!"

~*Part 6*~

Gabrielle's head bobbed back and forth, she moamietly. She opened her eyes a bit
but quickly closed them again when she found it tao much. Her head was banging
hard.Why do | feel like I'm on a hangovgrumbled the Queen mentally. Again, she
tried opening her eyes but much more carefully time.

Whatever she was sitting on suddenly shook viglegh#n went back to the soothing
rocking sensation. With her eyes now open, Gakrgdized around and noted she was
chained to the bars of a jail wagon. "Great," sltened.

Palamon from across the wagon gave a sad smileéghiseye black and blue and
rather puffy.

The Amazon Queen returned the sad smile with helsreys going up briefly. She
then saw Eponin sitting beside him; she was stilamscious and her head dropping
back and forth. Looking beside herself, Gabriedl& siothing but more stray and an
empty set of shackles. "Ephiny," she whisperedsiredbecame confused instantly.

"She's okay, my Queen." The weapon's master's pew eyes rested on the Queen
and a faint smile. "l saw her escape," she addexdlgu

The Queen sighed in relief as her shoulders fek lolwn. "How are you feeling?"
Eponin nodded. "Wonderful despite things."
Queen Gabirielle then raised an eyebrow to Palamon.

Palamon dropped his head back against the barsokiy, myself." He lifted his
head back up. "How about yourself?"

"I've been better." Gabrielle sighed with a shakiees head. She then glanced through
the bars and saw the gates of a compound comioyietv. A few memories flashed



into her mind briefly and it made her eyes wideSinteres,” she said quietly.

The weapons master recalled that name and instaottgd to the gates. She
recognized the symbol on the gate doors, the sarahrielle’'s brand. "Hades," she
growled.

"Look alive, prisoners." One of the soldiers of dremy came up to the jail wagon.
He hit the bars with his sword. "Since we need giote." He walked off with a
snicker.

The gates of the compound opened gradually andgeniautime for the wagon to slip
through. The driver of the jail wagon gave out@y®ll and pulled the horses' reins
back. The wagon came to a hard jerk.

Queen Gabrielle looked through the bars, noticengesal men being ordered to go to
their tents. Yet around ten others came to the batke wagon and stood in a semi-
circle, eyes on their captives.

Slowly, a tall dark man pushed his way throughrtiten and came up to the back of
the wagon. "Hello, Queen Gabrielle. How's your Hagn?" He smiled evilly.

The Amazon Queen glared back and answered, "lgptsivorse when | saw your
face, Draco."

"I'm hurt." Came Draco's saucy response. He reatthbib side and pulled off his set
of keys. He inserted it into the lock and oncepimed, he flung the jail door open.
"Welcome to Lord Sinteres camp, ladies..." His eyentrested on Palamon. "And
gentlemen." He then looked to him men. "Get 'em"dd¢ stepped back as his men
rushed in to drag out the prisoners.

Within a minute, Draco found Queen Gabrielle in dir¢ on her knees before him.
"Now, follow me." He smiled falsely then turned thre balls of his feet.

The Amazon Queen was picked up off the ground apsesd to follow Draco. She
threw a quick mean look at her two guards but walkehind Draco. Quickly she
glanced over towards Palamon and Eponin, seeimg &seort to the barrack portion
of the camp. With a sigh, Gabrielle continued faflog Draco.

After being led into the halls of the fortress pamtof the camp, Gabrielle was
coming upon a door to an office she knew of tod.wel

Draco stepped inside first then the Queen withgioi@rds were next.

Queen Gabirielle's eyes instantly rested on Lorte8as.

Lord Sinteres walked away from the fireplace witted-hot poker. He gave a wicked
smile to Gabrielle and came closer. "Welcome badiame." He raised his left hand,

his fingertips just touching the small woman's chive've missed you."

Gabrielle turned her head away.



"Hmmmm." Sinteres nodded and looked to Draco. "Hawetrouble capturing the
lot?"

"None and we sent the 'message’ to Xena."
"Good."

"Draco, forget to tell Lord Sinteres about the dmakhap?" taunted Gabrielle- her
eyes glimmering devilishly.

Lord Sinteres huffed a bit and averted his gaze f@abrielle back to Draco.
"Explain?"

Draco sighed and folded his arms. "One of the Amazascaped.”

"Which?"

"The regent named Ephiny." The warrior shook hadhélt'll make no difference.”
Sinteres narrowed his eyes. "It makes all the dhiffee,” he whispered hotly. He
suddenly raised the hot poker and the tip of it elase to touching the tip of Draco's
nose. "That Amazon can make all the difference betwour control in this game."

He held his breath for a moment.

Draco was grinding his teeth as his eyes stayadséaton the smoke rising from the
poker.

"You better hope to Gods she isn't our mistakee@ilse you'll be my next slave,”
promised Sinteres. He quickly lowered the pokekhladis side. Then an evil smile
formed on his lips that was directed at Gabriéllet's get you properly dressed,
Queen Gabrielle." He studied her Amazon leathenmemarily. "Even those leathers
cover too much. Guards, have her taken to heraadllgive her... proper clothing.”
The two guards unsheathed their swords.

Gabrielle sighed, knowing at what was ahead ofdierShe walked to the door with
her guards but stopped for a moment. "Lord Sin®r&&e turned her head sidelong
to the slaver.

Sinteres raised an eyebrow at the Amazon Queen.

"How can you be so sure the Conqueror will comenfef” The small woman now
arched her own eyebrow. "She is not my protector.”

"No but you are her sanity." He smirked.
Gabrielle turned her head away and walked off.
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"Ephiny," whispered the ruler.



The regent moaned and turned her head away.

"Come on." The Conqueror touched Ephiny's cheek fmoment then pulled her
hand away. "Wake up."

The Amazon slowly opened her eyes and stared oublitue eyes. "Conqueror?” she
muttered.

"Yeah, come on... sit up." Xena sat down on the eddke bed.

Ephiny carefully sat up, her back against the headh She then gazed about the
room and recognized it as Xena's.

"Ephiny, what happened?"

The Amazon brushed a lock of hair behind her &&e Wwere riding back from the
Nation. A little ways away from the Nation, we werttacked from front and behind
by fifty or more men."

"Any idea who?"

Ephiny nodded and swallowed before quietly saylibgaco." She briefly caught sight
of those blue eyes flashing then calming once more.

"What of my men?"

"All killed... except for Palamon." The regent pushesself up more then added,
"They took Queen Gabrielle, Palamon, and Eponirm nbt sure where to."

"Mmmm, | already know where," cut in the Conquefine suddenly stood up, her
cape falling behind her. "Ephiny, can | trust yo&Pie whirled around, now facing the
Amazon.

"I don't know... can you?" half taunted the regehissume you have a plan already."
"More like a demand," dryly replied the ruler. Hems crossed her chest as she stood
tall and dark. "If you want, you may return to yduation... round up your Amazons

to seek out your Queen. | will have nothing to dthwt."

"And what about your head guard, Palamon?"

"Replaceable.” The Warrior Princess shrugged. "Hewnd believe your weapons
master and especially your Queen are not."

Ephiny narrowed her eyes. "But | know | cannot barging in after my Queen to a
place | know not of. Since Queen Gabrielle-"

"Will be killed, naturally.” Xena stepped closertte bed; closer to Ephiny.

"But you cannot abandon the Amazons," stated thentehotly.



"Why? What reasoning do you hold... what commitmemnt dave to you or your
Queen?"

Ephiny tried moving but gritted her teeth when atsif pain ripped through her body.
Instead she peered up with menacing amber eyes. Sigoed an alliance.”

"And | can break it just as easily." The Warriomes waved her hand before she
walked off. "The Amazons and their Queen are ndmayoconcern." She reached the
door with her hand preparing to grasp the door leand

"Wait, Conqueror." Ephiny waited for the dark rulerface her. She took a long
breath and replied, "You can trust me... and the Amaz

Xena stood still then gradually nodded. "I likestrti She neared the Amazon and
folded her arms together. "Now, | am the only o the knowledge of where the
Queen is."

Ephiny nodded. "What do you want in exchange?"

The Conqueror's face broke out with a full on gvih. "Ever thought of being a
Queen, regent?"

The regent blinked.
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Queen Gabirielle sighed, her head was drooped dodigazing at her clothes she
now wore on her body. "Great," she muttered saozlst "l feel like a belly dance."

"And that may just be your next position," commenterd Sinteres. He snapped his
fingers and the guard opened the jail cell. Hepdpn and falsely smiled at the
Amazon. "Feel at home again, Gabrielle?"

"Queen Gabrielle," corrected the small woman.

The slaver cleared his throat and bowed his h&aeé&n Gabrielle." He lifted his
head again with a large smug expression. "l cgpetsa woman of your stature." He
chuckled then added, "Well until you're bought asia slave.” He came closer to the
ankle-chained female and looked up and down hetheriYou've grown more
beautiful since you last escaped my establishment.”

Gabirielle folded her arms together. "And what do ptan to do with my Amazon?"
"Sell her as well... maybe even ransom her to youa2ons." He gave a faint laugh
and stood before the Queen. "Depends." He shruggedsecond. "May even keep
her for my own... for insurance reasons."

"And Palamon?"

Lord Sinteres gave a faint shrug. "Not too worridd's of little use to the



Conqueror."

"And what is your plan with the Conqueror...?"

"My, my... | forgot how chatty you are, Queen Gabeél

The Queen's annoyance sparkled in her ivy eyes flooment then disappeared.

"We'll have to fix that." The slaver walked to tb&l door and tapped his knuckles on
a bar. He noted the guard coming so he turned toaitle Queen. "Well, tomorrow
evening we'll be expecting some guests. I'm sweglthake an interest in you." He
stepped through the door after the guard openédatve a lovely night, Queen
Gabrielle." He put his hands behind his back ankkedaoff.

Gabrielle watched him go then let out a long sigjfee dropped down onto the cold
floor and laid her head back on the rough stonélveddind her. "Great... how are we
going to make it out of this one." She closed lyesseand muttered, "We need another
miracle.”
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"Okay, | think | can handle it," stated the regent.

The Conqueror nodded and glanced back to the nad dngard. "Make sure you
follow her every order," she growled lowly.

The head guard nodded and forced a smile but vebined in his eyes. "Yes, my
liege."

"You're dismissed," commanded the ruler. She tksted her gaze on Ephiny. "Come
with me."

The Amazon nodded, she followed along side the MfaRrincess in the moonlight
and in silence but then soon asked, "You can trsist and me but how do | know |
can trust you?"

The Conqueror had a faint grin with her now amuwsqatession. "Well... you're just
going to have to huh?" She stepped into the stapldsvent directly to Argo's stall.

Ephiny waited outside of the stall, watching théwaman tack up her mare. "How
about this..." She suddenly grinned evilly at Xenéoul come back with my Queen
and I'll keep your kingdom in tip top shape."

The ruler arched an eyebrow. "Remember mykingdom." She shrugged and then
added, "But | think that's the naturally agreenient.

"Mmmm," half agreed the regent. "So what plan do lgave?" she inquired, her body
leaning against the wall between the stalls.

"Haven't figured that out yet," casually repliedngewith a shrug of her shoulders.
"Not too worried."



Ephiny closed her eyes and a faint groan filteretvben her lips. "Wonderful," she
muttered dryly.

The Warrior Princess opened the stall door andhézdchorse out with the reins. She
came outside with the regent; together they neliedates. She sighed once close to
the gates then she faced the Amazon. "Look Ephinier‘words fell briefly, and she
took a deep breath. "I do trust you... and that'y betause Queen Gabrielle does...
and the fact you conduct yourself has an honourablaan."

The regent licked her lips; her head turning away she stared at the surrounding
grounds of the castle. She faintly nodded againgave her attention back to the
ruler. "Thank you... and | know | can trust you... yeuta woman of your word."

The Warrior Princess gave a brief nod then quiakbunted Argo.

Ephiny took a few steps closer and rested one baritle horse's side. "Conqueror,
please bring her back... I'm not asking as her rejgetnas her friend.”

"I know," whispered the Conqueror. She then lodlkethe guards on either side of
the gates. "Open the gates."

"Yes, my liege," called back a guard. He and tlneioguard open the gates and
stepped aside.

Xena glanced at Ephiny for a second then kickedviae's sides.
Argo whined and broke out into a gallop.

Ephiny stood there for several moments, watchiegdbnqueror gallop through the
main street of Athens. She swallowed and sent pfager to Gabrielle. Slowly she
watched the Conqueror disappear into the nighthendinal thought left her with
hope to seeing her Queen soon. "Close the gates'8rslered roughly. Turning
around, she faced the huge castle that glowedthatHflickering torchlights and
glistening in the metallic moon's light. She wolie in and rule in for however long
it would take the ruler to return.

~*Part 7*~

The Conqueror dismounted slowly. She gazed abeubtiest and considered certain
parts of it then decided on one area. Leading Agjund her, she came to an open
spot in the forest. She gave a quick look to thiy eastern sun.

The ruler looked back to Argo and began untackigg 1Stay near, girl. Okay?"

The mare's head moved up and down, her big broes legked on her master.

Xena hefted her saddle with the other tack on $h@ easily sought out a hidden spot
among some large rocks. Settling the tack dowrhergtound near the rocks, she

began pushing a large rock out of the way. She lietArgo's tack into the opening
and rolled the rock into place, perfectly hiding ttems.



Strolling back over to the golden horse, she ted Be careful, girl." She patted
Argo on the neck before taking a step back anthpitier on the butt.

Argo whined for a moment then galloped off into t@ods.

The Conqueror watched her go then her dark eyésewards the south, and she
started walking. After about fifteen minutes of iwab through the woods, she came
to a large clearing and walls of a compound ahéa@io She carefully studied the
area and the inside of the camp through the op&s.ga

"Who goes?" called a guard at the gate.

The Warrior Princess came a little closer thenstdp she stood tall with folded
arms. "The Conqueror of Greece, Rome, and Chifigd/eut the ruler in a throaty
tone.

The head guard gave a signal to another guardnatdjsiard briskly jogged off.
"Please wait there, Conqueror."

The Conqueror gave a raised eyebrow but waited-tieaexess. Within a minute, the
guard returned, she noted, but with a few otherdgiand somebody she quite
recognised.

"Conqueror, glad you found your way," called ot¢asing male voice.

"Yes, | had a map... drawn out for me."

Draco smirked to Xena while leaving the camp witle guards behind him. "Lord
Sinteres would like to talk to you."

"Mmmm, wonderful," muttered back the ruler.
"This way," ordered the warrior as he spun around.

"So, how does serving Lord Sinteres compare tarsgme?" inquired the Warrior
Princess, her eyes pinned on Draco beside her.

Draco gave a toothy smile. "Much more livable."

"For now," countered the dark ruler.

The warrior gave a snuff look to Xena then igndnedwhile entering into the halls of
the wrap around fortress. He was first into Lordt&ies's office and let Xena step in

followed by the guards.

"Conqueror," greeted the slaver with a rough snille stood from his desk and
stepped around. "So glad you made it."

"Sinteres," simply replied the Conqueror.



"l was informed that you wanted my establishmestrdged and me killed. Is this
correct?"

Xena shifted her weight to her right foot and tliteer head. "Yes."

Lord Sinteres nodded before sitting back on theeexddnis desk. "May | know why?"
"Call it a trade," answered the ruler vaguely.

"Well isn't that funny," retorted the slaver. "lgpen to have a trade myself."

"And that is?"

Sinteres shrugged and said, "A stretch of your fanéivo amazons and one head
guard.”

The Warrior Princess released a small laugh. "ltdbmk so."

"Well... I'm sure some others might be interested trade." He shrugged it off and
gazed at Draco. "Let's check on the merchandmeesutre the Conqueror would like to
see their health."

Draco nodded and ordered the guards out with Xell@fing.

Once into the stocks of the cells, the Conquerticed all of the cells empty figuring
the slaves were already bought out. She then camweotcells that held Eponin and
Palamon, slowly her right eyebrow raised up.

"And here we are." Sinteres glanced up at the \WaRtincess. "A shame though that
we didn't get that regent.”

Conqueror shot a smug look to the slaver. "Yes.haa®, she seemed to slip through
your fingers. And so easily at that."

Draco's upper lip twitched a bit but he held hisgige.

The weapons master opened her eyes and starezl@btigueror before her.
"Conqueror."

"How do you feel?" questioned the ruler.
Eponin answered with a half nod and added, "Coald/brse."

The ruler flashed a big grin then glanced to Palammand you, will have plenty to
answer to."

"I know, my liege." Palamon released a long sigh.

"Just don't forget your mission," reminded the Q@Tgr.



Palamon said nothing else but read the ruler'adusvords in her eyes.
"And the Queen?" questioned Xena to the slaver.

"Ah yes, this way... she's in a special place." $gweaved ahead a bit and lead the
group.

The group came into a large open room where thasetwo large men with whips
and swords plus a near by female slave. Then theéhe middle of the room stood
the Amazon Queen beside one of the large armed men.

"And here's my Amazon Queen," stated the slaver.

Queen Gabirielle turned around and she instantiyhégde refill her upon seeing the
dark beauty of the Conqueror. "My liege." She bowedhead.

"Queen Gabrielle." The Warrior Princess's cold fdica't change but her eyes briefly
warmed to the Queen prior to stoning over. She gh@mced to the slaver. "And what
is happening to the Queen?"

"Ah yes, she's being retrained as a slave." Siaterked his lips then mentioned, "I've
missed her... | may not sell her." He gave a big twithe ruler.

Xena clamped her jaw close for a second, she thleada"May | speak with the
Queen alone?"

"Of course, Conqueror." Lord Sinteres waved atsthee trainers and slave. "Leave."
He then marched out with the guards however Dratoak follow.

"Draco," ordered the slaver.
"l do not like-"

"Leave now," commanded the Conqueror to the warHer navy blue eyes locked on
Draco's eyes.

Draco tried staring down the ruler but with no letkhe huffed and stomped out.

Xena waited for a moment then her attention wertherQueen. "How are you
doing?"

"I'm okay, Conqueror.” The Amazon grasped the lulgght arm tenderly. "Do you
know where Ephiny is?"

The Conqueror nodded. "She is at my castle, healreg well." She watched the
small hand release her arm.

"Your castle?" questioned Gabrielle, confusion nragker features.

"Yes," uttered the taller woman, "she is the 'queémy realm until | return.”



"I don't think 1 want to know anymore," half jokélde Queen. In return, she received a
half smile from the ruler. "How are you doing?"

Xena shrugged a bit. "Same old."

"What's the plan?" asked the Queen, worry hadhsether since the beginning.

"I don't know yet... depends."”

"On?"

The ruler shrugged. "Only if saving you, Palamard &ponin is worth my time."
"What?" hissed the Amazon, her eyes flaring arfg&sw can you-"

"Be quiet," growled the ruler lowly, her right haodming up to grip Gabrielle's
shoulder tightly. She lowered her head and askestlgu'You still have the dagger |
gave you?"

"Yes of course."

"Good... you may need it." The Conqueror relinquishedstrong hold and took a
step back.

"Wait, my liege." Gabrielle quickly grasped theaxs arm and stepped closer. "I don't
care what happens to me but please, at least sap¥anmazon and Palamon.” She
licked her lips, her eyes faintly watery. "They at¢ meant to die, not here," she
whispered.

The Conqueror stared at the small woman, consigléx@n request for several
moments. Then she slowly lowered her head andyiaaswered, "I'll see what | can
do." Her head came back up.

"No damn it," growled the Queen quietly. "You preeime that you will save my
Amazon and Palamon." She jerked Xena's arm, bendnéad back down. "You at
least owe me that much."”

Xena ran her tongue along the back of her teethhespered, "I promise...
Gabrielle."

Gabrielle let out a heavy sigh of disappeared weldihank you, Xena," she said
faintly hesitant.

The Conqueror gave a hearty nod and straighten&chie Gabrielle released her
arm once again. "Be careful, my Queen." She tuametiwalked off towards the door.

"You too, my liege," Gabrielle whispered. She sttiwete in the center of the round
room and watched the ruler of half of the knownlddezave her. A faint breeze blew
in through the windows, and lifted up Gabriellesd hair and the Conqueror's cape.

The Conqueror grasped the doorknob but glanced dtatle Queen, she gave a stern



nod.

Gabrielle returned one with closed eyes, and sienied to the ruler leaving the room.
Within two seconds, the two slave trainers entangmithe room with the female
slave.

That female slave rested her soft eyes on the Am@zeeen; she felt a sense of
helplessness for Gabrielle. She'd been her whe@Quteen was just known as Slave
Gabrielle. She could only hope this Queen wouldigsarthe return of slavery
torment.
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"Well, a few of the bidders will be arriving thisening, Conqueror," informed Lord
Sinteres.

"And your point?" retorted Xena, her eyes lockedhanslaver. She stood in the
middle of his office.

Lord Sinteres let out a light chuckle and sat datvhis desk. "Well, you may want to
stay for the bidding."

"When will that be?"

Draco was near the door, an amused smile on lsisMiple he leaned against the
doorway.

"Tomorrow hopefully.” The slaver laced his fingésgether and placed his hands on
the rim of the desk. "I can give you a room for évening...?"

"No," replied the ruler darkly. "I'm not interesté&he turned and walked towards the
door.

"Not interested in Queen Gabrielle?" wondered L®irteres aloud, as he stood up.
"Now that is rather interesting."

The Conqueror pivoted on her left foot, half tumtowards the slaver. "There is
nothing interesting about it." Her eyes shiftesiatnavy blue. "None of them are of
any value to me."

"I highly doubt that," whispered Lord Sinteres. Mave'll escort you out of the
compound.” He signaled Draco, whom walked out efdffice.

The three of them came into the center of the camg@nd went directly to the
gates.

Lord Sinteres stopped and inquired, "So it is ofrierest to you to save the Queen?"
Xena faced the slaver. "None whatsoever, you catirage with your... bidding." Her

eyes averted to Draco then back to Lord Sintefast I'promise you, by the third day
you both will be burning on crosses for your trea%o



Lord Sinteres chuckled humorously then he noddéarato.
The warrior glanced over at several men that wees the gate. "Form the gauntlet.”

The slaver revealed a smirk to Xena. "And this ysresponse, Conqueror... the
gauntlet for a ruler who has lost her edge."

The Conqueror's jaw was clamped down and her hight fisted up. "Three days,"
she reminded in a snarl.

Lord Sinteres only laughed lowly at the ruler'smpige.

The Warrior Princess suddenly growled and punchedlaver in the face. "Laugh
that off." She spun on her heels and marched tataeltwo lines of men.

"Hades," growled Lord Sinteres, he was touchingilist eye that stung.
Draco took a step with his hand going to his blade.

"No, its okay," ordered the slaver. "She'll nevexkenthe gauntlet.” He lowered his
hand from his eye and tried watching the Conquign@ugh his good eye.

Xena stopped in front of the line of men; she slor@ised an eyebrow at her own
men before her. She tried estimating how many waatdally hit her and how many
would not. After licking her lips, she began walkithrough the two rows of men.
The first three pairs of men never touched hetleiones to follow whaled on her
with kicks then punches.

The Conqueror was thrown into one man, only to Hareram his elbow into the top
of her head. She groaned and hunched over frompatine The next blow came
directly to the middle of her back sending her flather stomach. Her vision began
swimming as she took a hit to her right side armdéfeside. A third kick sent her
rolling into her back, blood trickling from the ewr of her lips.

In the background, she heard the laughter of bodft®and Lord Sinteres and it
rekindled a fire inside of her. Xena suddenly sparher back kicking four men away
from her. She flipped up onto her feet, grabbedroaa by the arm when he threw a
punch at her. She flung him through the gauntl¢héoother side to slam into the
soldier on the opposite side.

Her war cry rung from her lips, she pressed thrahghgauntlet seeing the end. She
took a hard punch to the side of her head but gbitezl the soldier to her right about
to punch as well. She ducked and did a left kiekdéng him flying. Caught of guard,
she was slammed hard in the chest by a kick. Simetded back a couple of steps
only to get her feet taken from under her.

Two men on either side of the line began kickingpvously at her. However, the
Watrrior Princess grabbed both of their ankles anikjd hard. The two soldiers
dropped to their backs, knocked unconscious. Téat ¢Kena time to hop back up;
she made her way through the gauntlet more sinaging punches to her body. Then



right before her, rested the end of the gauntldtvaimen she took her next step she
saw a fist coming directly at her face.

Xena quickly caught the fist in her hand and gabera twist of the man's fist,
breaking his wrist. She heard him cry out while sak her last two final steps,
leaving the gauntlet.

"How could she..." whispered Lord Sinteres in wondemin

The Conqueror stared coldly at Draco and Lord $&stéhrough the line of the
gauntlet.

Neither Draco nor the slaver said anything; theyewseing drowned by the look from
Xena.

Slowly, the Conqueror turned away and started wglkhrough the gates.
"Kill her!" ordered Draco to his men.

The Warrior Princess stopped directly in the gdtes back to them all but waiting to
see if anybody attacked... nobody attacked.

"Kill her!" Draco yelled out angrily.
"The Conqueror survived," called out one soldier.

Xena didn't hear anybody move closer to her songtlleed into the woods,
disappearing in the distance.

"She will certainly kill us now," mentioned Lordrieres to Draco.

Draco just stared at the slaver, his stomach dnapipi fear.
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The Conqueror closed her eyes and stopped walkititgi center of the forest. She
could smell her own blood covering her body. Hesoles ached along with one
broken rib and shaking legs. Suddenly, she fdllsiloknees and her head dropped
forward. The sense of an execution came over hée\Wwar mind spun with ideas and
worry. Then the sound of movement came to herlihd her head and looked
ahead. A very faint smile creased her lips.

The golden mare stood there, staring at her brdk@m master but none-the-less she
came closer and nudged Xena carefully.

The ruler rubbed her horse's nose and whispereder®to, girl huh?" She shook her
head for a moment. "I'm not sure myself." She gasgh of the world's weight on
her shoulders. "It's a fork in the road now."

Argo whined quietly and nudged her mistress again.



"Hmmm... these woods are lovely and dark," utteredrther, "but | have promises to
keep." She gradually and with pain shooting throbghbody, climbed up to her feet.
"Where'd we but your tack, girl huh?"

Argo whined happily and trotted to a large setaiflders.

"That's right," muttered the Warrior Princess, "iAgeocks... great." She gritted her
teeth while starting to push a rock aside. She theved the other two smaller ones
out of the way. With a heavy breath, she heftedoArgaddle up onto her back and

began the process of putting the tack on her mare.

After a few minutes, she hauled herself up intohtbese's saddle and wrapped the
reins in her right hand. "Stagira, girl."

Argo seemed to understand her owner's words anddurorth; she began at a trot
through the woods but soon picked up into a gallop.

~*Part 8*~

Eve studied the forest around her. She sighed amithced tossing the apple back
and forth in her hands. She then decided to firedlyher apple, and she stopped and
leaned against a tree next to her. She tore thrtheghpple with her front teeth and
continued munching on the red fruit.

"Gods mother, when are you going to get here?'hsingered to herself. She'd been
waiting for Xena and Gabrielle for several daysh@ Amazon village since they left
over four days ago. They'd just suddenly picke@uogh left her mentioning something
about visiting a friend for awhile. She still didahderstand why she wasn't invited to
go with them.

At the same time though, she knew why both her eradhd Gabrielle wanted her to
stay with the Amazons. She owed a lot to the Amazomd one of the things she
wanted to give back to them was herself. She traed to show the Amazons she'd
changed and that she would become the Princestighwas entitled to that was
given to her by Gabrielle.

But there were still several things she was comfudmut. She still saw herself as
God's messenger but at the same time, how coulbdestmme an Amazon Princess let
alone the Queen? They were a tribe of war-like waraed she'd moved away from
the way of violence. Deep inside her of herselg still yearned to wield a blade and
to stop the suffering of people with a blade. Saé & never ending conflict inside
herself on what her true path should be in thes [Tfo fight fire with fire or let love
conqueror all...?

Eve came out of her thoughts when she heard ad@atling noise. She lowered her
hand with the apple slowly while staring in theedtion of the noise. "What hell?"

she muttered. She silently leaped into the treegetting her apple on the ground.
Quietly, she moved through the trees closer tonthee but then the crackling stopped
yet the woods were silent of any animals.

Carefully, Eve bent down on the tree branch ancdtat the body lying stomach



down on the ground. Her eyes then began to widémalear realization of the
person. "Mother?" she called while dropping dowths ground. She then heard a
low groan as the person lifted her head confirntiveg it was her mother. "Mother?"
she rushed over and knelt down beside Xena. "Wdyapéned?"

Xena stared at the young woman and then whisp@i#al are you?" She began
lifting herself up onto her feet, her body extreyngtak.

"Eve," replied Eve with a worried tone. "Your datgh..?"

Xena straightened up to her full height and heedap down behind her. She
repeated the girl's words in her head and herfeygeed over with confusion. "Eve?"
she questioned, her voice rather deep.

"Mother, what's wrong... what happened?" Eve shoelhkad as her frantic worry
heightened. "Where's Gabrielle?" Then she noticad Xena stood so stoically
towards her plus that her mother seemed almost t&llhat even confused her more
was that her mother's chakram was different withlo@thandle in the middle and not
to mention she was wearing a cape.

"Look... Eve, | need to find Gabrielle. Do you knovihnere she is?" Xena now sensed
her body starting to shake again, her vision haaweg, and the pain from the gauntlet
coming back.

Eve didn't answer and instead stared at her motl@mplete confusion. She knew
now something was rather out of place. Then whatlstd her more was when
Xena's eyes rolled back into her head and shepsathto the ground, out cold. She
then panicked; dropping down to her knees and taedake Xena. "Help!" she
screamed out, "Help!"
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Xena groaned a bit and her senses were filled tvélscent of balsam. She turned her
head to the right and opened her eyes. She sttithadble where a container of
balsam, wraps, and bow! of water resided on top.eyles shifted to the window, and
she noticed the sun had already set.

The room about her was made out of brown stonelandrated in dark colors. She
noted a mask hanging on the wall on the oppodiee @bove another window, she
immediately recognized the mask.

"Amazons," she whispered, her eyes narrowing ili® Xena climbed out of bed

and found her attire lying on a chair. She quigklfled them on despite how sore her
entire body was after the past couple of days.orthe thing she was missing was her

sword, chakram, and dagger. After she clipped orcéyge, Xena went to the door and
opened it.

"Stop," ordered a guard Amazon at the door. "Yoy nmat leave without seeing the
gueen first."

Xena stared at the Amazon as her eyebrow slowl/upsn annoyance. "Then may |



see the queen?"

"No, she is rather busy at the moment. You areap Isere until instructed
otherwise." The Amazon didn't move out of the watsiway and stood her ground.
"Return to your quarters."

"Hmmm." Xena turned and went back into her huthvaithard slam of the door.
After about five or so minutes passed by, Eve aggokat the hut. "Is she awake?"
The Amazon nodded. "For a bit now," she added.

"Thanks."

The guard watched Eve enter into the hut thenetuerred her focus on the village.

"Hi," greeted Eve to Xena.

Xena continued staring out of the window as if ditn't notice Eve but then she
turned to Eve. "So you're Xena's daughter?"

Eve licked her lips and her stomach turned witlvoesness. "Yes... and who are
you?"

Xena now faced the younger woman. "I am the Corgquer
Eve narrowed her eyes at the ruler. "How...?"

The Conqueror suddenly had an amused smile, ansbsli®wn in the nearby chair.
"l am your mother's counterpart in an alternateldvgou could say."

Xena's daughter folded her arms and leaned aghmsioorway, preparing herself for
this explanation. "Alternate world, what's thiseattate world?"

"It is the opposite of yours," answered the ruléve heard you have a hero by the
name of Hercules...?"

"Had," corrected the younger woman.

"Had then." Xena laced her hands together. "Heth@person to... change your
mother from the darkness. In my world, Herculesemexisted."

"Ssso... you're the outcome of my mother if Herciad never been born."

"Yes," confirmed the Warrior Princess. "She wouddén been the Conqueror of the
known-world." She revealed a tiny grin. "As it techout, | got the job."

Eve replied with a small chuckle. "Why doesn't thatprise me?" She then went
more serious. "And what about Gabrielle?"

The Conqueror faintly nodded then said, "She isAim@azon Queen in my world."



"No surprise there either," stated Xena's daugBiee. lifted herself off the doorway.
"Why are you here?"

"To find Gabrielle," quickly responded the ruler.
"What do you need from Gabrielle?"

The Conqueror now stood up tall, her cape cascdsehghd her. "That is my own
business.” To further her statement, her eyes eid¢@@ winter's deep cold.

Eve didn't contest the Conqueror's words but isstared at the tall ruler and seem
to judge her for several seconds. She then fialked, "Are you hungry?"

"Yes," answered the ruler.

Eve nodded at the door. "Follow me." She left tahednd informed the guard she
would escort Xena to and from the dining hut.

The guard simply nodded and studied the pair wglkinthe dining hut.

The Conqueror studied what she could of the tatchHage but then was soon inside
of the dining hut.

A few Amazons that were still eating in the huttalhed their heads towards the
Conqueror.

The ruler heard the low whispers that were clealyut her. She just narrowed her
eyes and looked away as she came up to the losgetahed table of food.

Eve picked up a plate and utensils; she startechdbevtable picking out what she
wanted to eat.

The Conqueror paused for a moment yet picked uUpta with fork and knife. She
gazed at all the food on the table and debateflshreireally wanted to eat but
decided it was best to eat after these past darsbétly would need the food for
healing and repairing.

Xena's daughter had already gathered her food asdsitting at a table waiting for
the Conqueror.

The Warrior Princess came over and sat down a@ra@ssthe younger woman.
"So what are the Amazons like in your world?"

The Conqueror peered up from her food and studueddEefly. "They're the same as
here."

"There are several tribes of them?"

"No," curtly answered the ruler. "There is only arel its rather small.”



Eve let the tips of her fork stand on the platslas stared at the Conqueror, her eyes
slightly into slits. "They fight against you," sk&ated.

The Conqueror ran her tongue along the front otdweth before saying, "They did."

A sharp grin creased Eve's lips slowly. "Let mesgu&abrielle setup some kind of
treaty with you...?"

The ruler had a hidden grin in her expression. "a@sally."

"That's Gabrielle," whispered Eve as she contirestthg her meal. Eve then looked
up when she saw another Amazon enter into thathwés the queen.

The Conqueror saw where Eve was looking to ancetuher head to see a new
Amazon in the hut. She automatically guessedlietthe queen.

Eve stood up from her seat. "My queen."
"Sit, Eve."

The queen then scooted in beside Eve, and sheynaokkd over the Conqueror. "I
am Varia, the queen of the Amazons."

The ruler lowered her fork onto the empty plate eeplied, "And | am Xena, the
Conqueror of the known-world."

Varia glanced at Eve with an inquisitive look.

"Its true," confirmed Xena's daughter as her fdaused on the ruler. "The Conqueror
is from an alternate world."

Queen Varia shifted her attention back to the Wafirincess. "And why are you
here, Conqueror?"

"I'm here to find Gabrielle."

"I'm afraid she nor... Xena are here. They are awayriay be returning tomorrow,
we hope." The queen paused for a moment but tHesda4s there anything the
Amazons can help with?"

"No... not yet," answered the ruler.

"May | inquire why Eve found you beaten and uncomss?"

Xena sighed while folding her arms, and she sdt baber chair. "l went through the
gauntlet.”

Varia's eyes slightly widened and a hint of sugdbarged through her. "And how do
you feel now?"



"Much better," responded the ruler, "Thank youHospitality."

The queen slightly bowed her head. "l am sorrygles been a guard at your hut but
we were unsure of you. But | feel its safe to reethe guard.”

"Thank you."

The queen gave a faint smile before she stood dsaid, "Princess Eve, be sure to
assist the Conqueror if she needs anything."

"Yes, my queen."

"Tomorrow Gabrielle and Xena should return andee'lable to settle what's going
on," informed the queen, "Please get some regglitbnConqueror.”

The Conqueror nodded to Varia then watched heeléas hut.
Eve waited then stood up with her empty platd.éstort you back to the hut.”

The ruler rose up with her plate and followed EA® she went outside the hut, she
asked, "You're the princess?"

Eve gave a long sigh then replied, "Sort of." Slaaced at the Conqueror then back
through the village. "I'm unofficially the princeastil | earn my status back."

"Back?" repeated the Warrior Princess.

"l was given the caste by Gabrielle when | waslayPanformed the princess,
"however I've done a lot of wrong in my time... egply to the Amazons. So | must
earn my caste back along with the trust of the AonazWhen that happens then | am
returned my caste."

"Then why does the queen call you the princessitiqut Xena.

"To remind me of my coming title," uttered Eve. Shen saw the guard and the
Conqueror's hut. She came directly to the guardoatkered, "You're duty is finished.
Varia requested no guards posted here."

The guard nodded then added, "Thank you. Goodhight.

"Goodnight," called Eve.

The Warrior Princess entered her hut for the exgewirth Eve following in behind.
"How did you meet Gabrielle and my mother?" Eveagrad in the doorway.

Xena turned around with her arms against her cf@sabrielle... stumbled into my
world and Xena followed after her." She fell silamthought then said, "It's a long

story."

"Hmmmm," agreed Xena's daughter. "I'd like to heaometime."



The Conqueror faintly chuckled in response. "Maybe'll hear it sometime then."
Eve nodded, taking that as a cue to leave thé'Hatze a goodnight, Conqueror."
The ruler replied only with a nod and watched theng woman leave her hut. She
then stared at her bed and gave a long sigh. "kaattly royal,” she muttered while
reaching back to unhook her cape.

~*Part 9*~

Gabrielle briskly walked up the hill and looked dotie valley at all the huts with
light funnels of smoke filtering up from them iretdistance. She glanced back down
the hill. "You coming, partner?"

Xena laughed at her lover's question and climbetdb tipe top of the hill with Argo
beside her. "Almost there huh?"

"Uh huh." The warrior-bard stared at the Amazotagi in the morning sunlight.
"Wonder how Eve is doing with them...?"

The warrior gave a shrug with a tilt of her hedrcbably well."

"Probably," agreed the Amazon Queen. "Hmmm... butdeomow the Amazons are
doing with her?"

Xena chuckled as a grin tweaked her lips. "Probhbhging in there."
"Probably," agreed Gabrielle yet again. "It'll beento see her."”

"Mmmm." Xena had to smile at that as she signalegbAo follow her down the hill
into the valley.

The warrior-bard turned to her stallion and patisdnose. "Come on, boy." She then
followed after her soulmate down the hill.

The pair took about a candlemark to reach the bafihe Amazon forest. Once they
entered into the forest, they took only twenty nb@suto arrive at the gates.

"Welcome back," greeted the guard Amazon at the. gat
"lts good to see you, Cyane." Gabrielle formedvis@m smile to the Amazon.

Cyane reflected the smile back and hugged the ovavard. "We've been waiting for
you both."

"Oh?" inquired the Amazon Queen.
"Yes... we've had something come up."

At hearing this, Xena turned from her mare to timea&on. "What's happened?"



Cyane sighed and replied, "Nothing bad but... wead dn unexpected visitor. Wait
here for a moment." She went into the village.

"What you think this is about?" asked Gabrielle.

"God only knows," muttered the warrior as she saare returning with two
Amazons, Tyro and Bame

"Come with me and Bame will take your horses." @ykaad her two friends into the
village while Tyro took her post at the gate.

Xena and Gabrielle gave Bame the reins to thesdgand then exchanged looks as
they followed behind Cyane.

Cyane went directly to Varia's hut and knockedlfendoor. "My queen?"

The queen opened the door and smiled at the twoonawith Cyane. "Welcome
back, Xena and Gabrielle."

"Its good to be back," responded the warrior-banhat's going on?"

"Unexpected visitor," briefly answered the quedyane, go find Eve and bring her
to the guest hut."

"Right away." Cyane hurried off.

Varia nodded for her friends to come with her aslsift her hut. "Yesterday Eve was
on patrol duty," explained the queen, "and she carness some kind of crackling
noise while on patrol. So she investigated it anchfl what she thought was you."
Varia peered up at Xena. "But quickly figured duvasn't you."

"The Conqueror," finished Gabrielle.

"Yes, that's what she's told us so far,” confirrttelqueen. "She says she's looking for
you, Gabrielle but hasn't said why yet."

Gabrielle felt her stomach twist, and she lickedlips. "This can't be good.”
The group came to the Conqueror's hut and werderdi it.
"Conqueror?" greeted the warrior-bard.

The Conqueror stood up from her chair with a wammles for the first time in weeks,
coming into shape. "Hi, Gabrielle."

Gabrielle quickly smiled back and engulfed herrfden a strong hug. "lts good to see
you."

The ruler looked up from Gabrielle to her mirrouaterpart. "Xena." She took a step
closer with her arm coming up.



"Conqueror." Xena briskly shook the Conqueror's aith a smile.

After the ruler let go of the warrior's arm, Gableéeasked, "Why are you here,
Conqueror? And what happened to you?" She'd notieesarious scars, cuts, and
bruises on the ruler's body.

The ruler let out a heavy sigh. "You'll need tofsitthis one." She held her hand out
to the chairs by the table.

Everybody took a spot in a chair right when Eve @ydne stepped in the hut.
"Eve." The warrior quickly came out of her seat &ndged her daughter happily.
"Hi, mother... its about time you showed up."

The Warrior Princess laughed softly while releasgiegdaughter. "Sorry Gabrielle
and | took so long."

"Its okay." Eve smiled and it went bigger when Galber stood up to hug her.
"Miss us?" taunted the warrior-bard quietly.

A chuckle filter between Eve's lips, and she anedietOf course.”

Gabrielle pulled back and sat down. "Sit down."

Eve and Cyane took seats around the group ancetregbody's attention turned to
the Conqueror.

"Why are you here?" started the Amazon Queen.

The Conqueror didn't reply to Gabrielle right aviiay took a long breath then finally
said, "l need your help."

"What's happened?" whispered the warrior-bard.

The ruler laced her hands together in her lap astéd back into her chair. "Queen
Gabrielle has been taken into slavery by Lord $&#é

"Sinteres?" interrupted the warrior, one of hekdarebrows rising up.

"Yes, he was one of my major slavers in my realm."

"Was? Then what happened?" questioned Eve.

The Conqueror licked her lips while forming thergtm her head correctly. "Queen
Gabrielle was headed back to her Nation to chedkioigs. | sent my head guard

with several soldiers with her plus her two Amazdgshiny and Eponin were with
her. On the way back to my capital, they were arnbd$y my own soldiers."



"What?" Gabrielle's eyebrows were furrowed togetttdow?"

"The day before they left, | sent my general, Dragith several soldiers out to Kill
Lord Sinteres and destroy his compound.”

"For what reason?"

The Conqueror looked to Xena and answered, "Quedmiéle informed me that
Lord Sinteres was her master during the years siseavglave. | wanted him killed
and his compound gone as a debt paid back to Qbaknelle for her years of
slavery. Unfortunately | did not expect Draco tonton me."

"So they were the ones to ambush her?"

"Yes," answered the ruler to Gabrielle, "and she Wwdnapped along with Eponin
and Palamon, my head guard.”

"What of Ephiny?" inquired the warrior-bard.
"Ephiny managed to escape and is now at my casiiehimg over my realm.”

Gabrielle considered that for a moment and realihedConqueror was taking a
gigantic step in letting somebody else rule overdinegdom in her place. "And how
did you get hurt, Conqueror?"

"Lord Sinteres... asked me to visit him and his couommbalone, | did so. When |
arrived there, | was taken directly to see Eponith Balamon and both of them are
fine. | saw Queen Gabirielle last... she's being iretchas a slave. Afterwards,
Sinteres invited me to stay for the bidding on Quéabrielle.” Then the Conqueror
whispered, "Which should be today." She sighedreefontinuing with her story. "I
decided to leave and before | could leave, | haslaiix through a gauntlet.”

The warrior-bard glanced at her lover, whom alsb da@onfused look. "How can that
be?" questioned Gabrielle, "Only leaders that hastecontrol of their army walk
through a gauntlet.”

The Conqueror faintly grinned at her friend's wotdsue and | had lost control of

the particular soldiers that Draco now controlserBhare many changes happening
within and around my realm, Gabrielle due to my g@ensonal changes. Some people
see my changes for better while others see iveesa&ness."

"You're developing more enemies within your realfmished the warrior-bard.

"Yes as well as | am making allies such as the AmaZ

The Amazon Queen nodded and sat back in her dghallyf "So the problem is
saving the Queen."

"Yes, that's why | am here... | need your help anda&help."

The soulmates both averted their attention to editér as worried soaked into them.



Xena looked back to the Conqueror. "Who do you imagvill buy Queen Gabrielle?
Gurkhan?"

The ruler slowly nodded her answer. "l imagine loeild... she would catch a fine
price. With that amount of money then Lord Sintexéisdevelop a large army."

"Then others will ally with him," added Gabriell@nd attack you."

"I'm afraid so," confirmed the Conqueror.

"And what of Eponin and Palamon?" cut in Eve.

The Conqueror thought for a moment about Sinteogglens. "More than likely he
will keep them both. He knows Palamon is valuablme and Eponin is valuable to
the Amazons. They'll be his shield.”

Varia sighed deeply and finally spoke up, "Thatdoet leave many options."

"No it does not," agreed the Conqueror.

"Conqueror, off hand do you know how large the Aoraklation is in your world?"
interrupted Cyane.

"l guess there to be roughly... a couple hundred.”

"What are you thinking, Cyane?" asked the queen.

Cyane shrugged and glanced between Varia and tleesot'Well... from the sounds
of things, the Conqueror is going to need help. Alhmazons in the Conqueror's world
sound rather small... maybe the thing to do is sentkesof our Amazons for
support.”

"You think we even have that many Amazons, Cyaneffiinded the queen.

"And do you think Queen Gabrielle would hesitatéédp you, Varia if this was
reversed?"

Varia looked away then back at the Amazon Queen.sie would not.”
"We have Amazons to spare,” stated Gabrielle.

"I don't think that's the main concern at handtgijected the warrior, "the biggest
problem is getting the Queen."

The Conqueror nodded her agreement. "That is mgmeancern before | can even
begin to plan an attack against Sinteres. Gurkhlm&more than happy to team up
with Sinteres to take over my kingdom... especialtgs I've put a death warrant on
slavers now."

Gabrielle chewed on her lower lip while considerttifferent routes to go. "Then



we'll have to do what we did last time with Gurkasrecided the Amazon Queen as
she turned her head at Xena.

The warrior gave her nod of approval while saylWge'll have to infiltrate Gurkhan's
palace and kill Gurkhan."

"Wait, wait," suddenly cut in Eve. "How can eitladryou do that?"
Xena raised an eyebrow at her daughter.

"She's got a point," agreed Cyane. "Gurkhan witlaubtly recognize you both...
maybe Gabrielle can get away with it."

"They're right." The Conqueror brought everyboaygtention back to her. "There's no
way you won't be recognized."

"Cyane and | can do it," cut in Eve. "They'll nevecognize either of us... even more
SO since our counterparts don't even exist there."

"Eve, you can't protect yourself,” reminded her meot

"That's why Cyane can come inside with me," urdeeddaughter. "You and Gabrielle
can come for support to make sure we all escajgdysaf

The warrior was considering her daughter's words.

"Maybe the thing to do, Xena is we'll take caréoirkhan while Eve and Cyane get
Queen Gabrielle to safety," suggested the warrod-b

Xena nodded her head at her soulmate's idea. 'tAgde you both think you can
handle it," she urged to her daughter and Cyaneu'Réep everybody distracted and
Gabrielle and | will take care of Gurkhan."

"I gamed," instantly stated Cyane, a grin touchimgcorners of her lips.
"l second that." Eve had her grin crossing her esgion.

Varia now entered into the conversation, "l wiltlgar several of my Amazons to take
into the alternate world to assist Queen GabrseAehazons.” She then shifted her
focus to the Conqueror. "You said that there iy onle tribe?"

"For the most part, yes." The ruler considerecafanoment then added, "There may
be some smaller unknown tribes throughout Greeatd o not know of. | am sure
the Amazons can tell you better than | can."”

"Then it would be wise to bring all of them togath&/aria got nods of agreements
from the rest of the group. "l suggest then wededidns afternoon before anything else
happens in the other world." She turned her he&léme. "Gather up the sisters, we
will pick out the Amazons to follow us. And bringaBe to my hut."

"Right away." Cyane jumped out of her seat anddefher mission to round up her



sisters.
"Eve, go help Cyane," ordered Gabirielle. "Please."

Eve took the hint, knowing her mother and Gabrieléated to talk more to the
Conqueror alone. She quietly left the hut in seafcyane.

Varia stood up and said, "If there is anything éleveen now and leaving, I'll be in
my hut or in the center of the village."

"Thank you, Varia." Gabrielle gave a smile to theegn and watched her leave. "And
what are we going to do about Palamon and Eponia®bliviously can't strike until
they're freed from Sinteres."”

"Then we'll have to infiltrate his compound to getm. It is the only way to do it."

"A double scheme, I like it." The Conqueror grinrfore saying, "And | think |
know who just to send into the compound.”

"Who is that?" inquired the warrior-bard.

The ruler chuckled deeply and said, "Well, we'NVd&o steal Palamon and Eponin
back and the best person for that job is-"

"The King of Thieves," said both Xena's togethdnpwoth laughed lightly.

"Oh god," groaned Gabrielle as her shoulders slahaosvn.

"Him and his partner can do it," continued the Qgerqr.

The Warrior Princess arched an eyebrow. "Partner?"

"And small man by the name of lolaus, the two @nhwork together."

"Can we trust them?"

"As far as you can throw them." The Conqueror fash grin at Gabrielle but went
serious again. "But jingle some money at them asgl'lt be very trust worthy. I've

used them quite often.”

"This just keeps getting better and better," joltezlwarrior-bard yet she then asked,
"Conqueror, what will you do while we bring Queeali@elle back?"

The Conqueror sighed at the question. "The onhgthican do, Gabrielle... wait."

The warrior's eyes flicked to her soulmate therklzc¢he Conqueror. "Then strike
Lord Sinteres...?"

"If he doesn't strike first otherwise | will try fend him off and rally the troops. The
Amazons and | will have to work together, whichlwi¢ a battle in itself from our
pasts.”



"Hell," grumbled the warrior-bard.

"It would be much simpler if the Queen was thertetm them," mentioned the ruler
quietly.

Xena tilted her head to one side then asked the@oor, "How do you get along
with Ephiny?"

"It is shaky."

The warrior tapped her right fingernail repeatemitythe arm rest in thought.

"What is it?" whispered the Amazon Queen.

Xena licked her lips and said, "You may have tg stdead the Amazons. Ephiny
does not get along with the Conqueror and Varia cad have the skills quite yet."
She turned her head to her lover. "But you haveskiilks plus you get along with the
Conqueror, not to mentiaal of the Amazons will follow you."

"Xena, you're going to need help with Gurkhan."

"Then she can take Varia with her," recommendedulsz. "It is a better idea to have
some extra help, Xena."

The warrior gave a faint nod. "It would be the thio do, Gabrielle."

The warrior-bard was silent for a few moments tfieally answered to the hidden
guestion. "Okay, we'll do it that way then."

"Thank you," uttered the Conqueror, "l will neediydelp with the Amazons."
"I'll do my best," promised the Amazon Queen.

~k kK

"We're just about ready, Queen Varia."

Varia nodded at Cyane's update on the Amazongeé o finish with Bane and |
will be out there. Will everybody be ready by then?

"Yes of course."

"Thank you, Cyane." Varia heard Cyane leave hetlen she faced Bane again.
"You think you can handle the village till we ret@t

"Yes," answered the second in command. "How mangZans are you leaving
here?"

"Fifty, | hope that is enough."



"That's fine." Bane pushed herself up more in aircdhen added, "l can call on the
other two tribes for assistances."

"Yes, | sent out a messenger today to let them kofowhat's going on and that this
village is under a low amount of Amazons if troutMere to occur.”

"Thank you."
Varia sighed while standing up from her chair, msRhne. "Hopefully there will be
no problems. If we do have problems we will senahalbody back from the alternate

world."

The second in command folded her arms againsthest.c’l will request the other
two tribes to help fight in the campaign in thesaliate world if need be."

"Exactly."
Bane reached out and grasped the queen's fore@encateful, my queen.”

Queen Varia smiled at her second in command. 1] &dne... take care of our
sisters."

"You know | will." Bane quickly pulled in the quedar a strong hug.
"Thank you," uttered Varia.

"You're welcome," whispered back the Amazon. Ske tieleased her friend and said,
"We better get out there."

The queen nodded and left her hut with Bane asiadler.

Together, they arrived in the center of the villageere roughly three hundred
Amazons were gathered along with Xena, Gabridile Gonqueror, and Eve.

"Is everything ready, Cyane?"

"Yes, my queen." Cyane glanced at various Amazoggared for traveling either on
foot or by horseback.

Varia nodded and looked at her Amazons and spottesta all. "Today, two hundred
fifty of you are following me, Xena, Queen Gabregland the Conqueror into an
alternate world to help your sister Amazons of eraate world. You will come to
realize that these sisters in the alternate waddlae ones from our legends handed
down for generations now. You will be meeting thiegeends and fighting by their
side to stop the changes in another world thage@teand threatening to destroy our
sister Amazons and the greater good. We will nstt @e return to our home here until
we have smothered out the ones that threaten bawfsisters!”

The Amazons all threw up their hands with swords emeering at the top of their
lungs.



"Let's move, Amazons!" ordered the queen.

In unison, the two hundred fifty Amazons filtereat of the village and ranked up
outside of the gates waiting for their queen.

"Your horses," offered Tyro and another Amazon.

"Thank you," replied Gabrielle as she took her dors

"Thanks, Tyro." Xena smiled at the Amazon and tAo}o's reins.

Varia took her own horse from the other Amazon, ntimg the mare with ease.
"Do you need a ride?" offered the warrior to Eve.

Eve smiled up at her mother and shook her headtfiliaks, mother. | prefer to
walk."

"Eve and | are going to discuss a rough plan figrJamentioned Cyane.
"Good idea," commended the warrior-bard.
The Conqueror glanced at Eve and Cyane. "And ktHirhelp you two."

"You'll be fine walking, Conqueror?" questioned @alte with a hint of worry held
in her voice.

"Yes, I'll be fine, Gabrielle.” The ruler gave tligend a smile.

Gabrielle nodded then looked to the gates. "Wiatletto go." She kicked her stallion
lightly on the sides and urged him out of the géa

Xena followed behind her soulmate with Varia dikgbehind and then the three
women on foot.

Varia, Gabrielle, and the Warrior Princess caminéofront to lead the Amazons
towards Stagira.

Eve, Cyane, and the Conqueror were in the fromtedsbut off to one side preparing
a plan to save Queen Gabrielle from Gurkhan.

"Well, everybody is settled in," commented Cyanééo queen.
"Good to hear." Varia smiled at her third in commafhank you, Cy."
"Welcome." Cyane sat down in her spot beside theiovebard.

A rather large radius of the dark forest was litaypvarious campfires from all the
Amazons. The soulmates, Eve, Cyane, Varia, an@dmejueror were all sleeping



separate from the rest of the Amazons. Gabrielteleen the designated cook for
their group tonight and was keeping busy with tieadre. The others were spread out
around the campfire either talking or relaxing vttile exception of the Conqueror,
who had left the camp for awhile and was down leyl#tkeside.

"Gabrielle, where's the Conqueror?" inquired Eve.

"She's down at the lake, | think," answered the 2omaQueen as she went to the
campfire to check on dinner.

After hearing that, Eve stood up and walked offacie the lake.

Gabrielle exchanged a look with her soulmate, wigshshrugged in reply.

Eve spotted the ruler sitting down on a large rlodking over the lake. She saw
something make the water ripple, and she noticecCttmqueror had thrown

something. She came closer to the ruler and sdid, "

The Conqueror peered up at Xena's daughter wima$mile and she watched the
younger woman sit down beside her on the rock.

"How are you doing?"
"Alright," replied the ruler. "Yourself?"
Eve shrugged and answered, "Not bad... a bit nerabaat this mission though."

"You'll do fine, Eve." The Conqueror picked a stang of her left hand and threw it
into the lake. "Its all on a matter of determinatio

"True," agreed the ex-Roman commander.
"But then | think you already knew that," stated thler.

The messenger of God glanced at the Conqueront @hsurprise flashing in her
eyes.

"You have that air to you," mentioned the rulerotimuch did you conqueror?" she
further probed.

"A better part of the known-world."

The Conqueror slowly nodded. "Egypt?"
"Yes of course."

"Chin?"

"Easily," replied Eve.

The Conqueror laughed lightly and then asked, "@adl|Britannia?"



"Yes, Britannia was last before | laid down my sgbr

Xena pressed her lips together and tossed anaitieirtto the lake. "Why?"

Eve took a deep breath and let it out slowly. "Mgther and Gabrielle suddenly
returned and showed me everything I'd done wroffigr Amoved away from the way
of a watrrior, | discovered I'm the messenger of God

The Conqueror nodded without questioning any ekdept for one thing. "Are you
still... the messenger of God?"

Eve glanced at the Warrior Princess and consideseavords. "I don't know
anymore, honestly."

Xena grinned at the daughter and said, "Somethictp¢w on huh?" She tossed her
last rock into the lake and watched the ripplesflyti"So you're Xena's daughter too
huh?"

"Yesss." Eve was grinning a bit about the Conqlgrestion. "Why you ask
again?"

"You're not her carbon copy, I'll say that."

"Well... it's a bit odd how | was... conceived."

The Warrior Princess raised an eyebrow in response.

"Mother became pregnant with me by a former enehiecs."”

"That is interesting," stated the ruler with a dklac"How did this come about?"

"l was a gift to mother from Callisto, her formereeny, as well as God. Callisto at the
time was a spirit and so she is now my spirit."

"l see." The Conqueror nodded and then asked, 680y ‘father' would be
Callisto...?"

"God is more so," answered Eve. "l think they bodlre a hand in my life."

The ruler dropped her head to one side. "What cages does Callisto have?"

"I believe they were either brown or amber, I'm site. Why?"

"Hmmm... how tall was she?"

"About as tall as mother." Eve shook her head mfusion and asked, "Why?"
The Conqueror revealed an amused smile. "Just begaw have green eyes and

you're not very tall in comparison to Xena." ShéeddEve's confused look and
decided to further explain. "l think you need tgufie out who your true... 'father' is,



Eve. You're just between Gabrielle and Xena's heagh-brown hair like your hair is
a mix of blond and black. Besides the fact thatrymne structure is small yet from
what | can tell, you're rather strong physically."

Eve never spoke, her mind processing what the Gangsaid and she knew what the
ruler was purposing. She was about to say sometinegm she heard a tree branch
snap.

"Hey you two, its dinner time."

The pair looked at a smiling Gabrielle behind them.

"Go on up," ordered Xena to Eve.

Eve nodded her head and left to return back to camp

The warrior-bard sat down beside her friend an@@skHow you doing?"

"I'm okay."

Gabrielle peered up into faint dark blue eyes. "Hoeyou feeling?" Her tone was
rather stern.

The ruler dropped her gaze and stared at the graunelr feet. "Rather confused," she
mentioned quietly.

The Amazon Queen let out a long dragged out sigha$ afraid of that.”

The Warrior Princess lifted her head back up, gapwver the lake. "She made me
promise to save her Amazon."

"I would have asked the same of you if I'd been"her

"I know," admitted the ruler. "l just hope we caullpt off."

"How were you and Queen Gabrielle getting alongteeéverything happened?”
The Conqueror said nothing while considering haetivith the Queen in the castle.
"Things were getting better... easier.” She thendadrmer head to the warrior-bard.
"She's not you."

"No she is not," agreed the warrior-bard. "Sheh®wwas... who | would be if I'd
been in that world." She reached out and touchedriead's leg. "You don't need

me... you need her."

"I'd like to not need anybody, Gabrielle." The ridesyes chilled over. "Depending on
anybody is not in my favor."”

"You haven't even begun to try it, Conqueror."

"Yes | have," countered the ruler. She leaned dimymck up a rock and threw it in



the pond. "l stopped the day my brother died."

Gabrielle squeezed the firm leg under her hand téeroved her hand. "l know its
hard, Conqueror... | watched Xena go through whatrgayoing through now."

"You were there to help her,” reminded the ruler.

"As Queen Gabrielle is there to help you," courddghe warrior-bard. "You're going
through exactly what Xena went through."

"l am not Xena," half growled the ruler at her ifrie

"Nor is Queen Gabrielle me," hotly whispered Gdl@ie¢Don't be scared of
somebody that is there to help you." She stooduigkty.

The Conqueror lifted her eyes to the smaller warfibhis type of change is not what
| need."

"This kind of change is exactly what you need, Gaarqr." Gabrielle held out her
small hand out to the ruler.

Xena studied her friend momentarily but took thechand was heaved up to her feet
safely by Gabrielle.

"Dinner will be getting cold if we wait any longéabrielle started off for the camp
and the Conqueror joined her at her side.

~*Part 10*~

Gabrielle dismounted her stallion as she heardaMarthe background commanding
the Amazons to come to a halt. "Here we are."

Xena dismounted from Argo and patted her on the. SM/e're going to have to do
this a certain way."

Varia came up closer to the group and stopped drselclose by the soulmates.
"They'll have to go inside by groups.”

"That's the simplest way to do it," agreed the @mmqr, "Probably by groups of ten
could fit in there. If they're on horseback thenbyaroups of five with horses."

Gabrielle folded her arms in consideration. "l kitd be best for Xena and me to go
through first because we'll end up directly in &mazon forest just as the Conqueror
did here." She looked at her soulmate. "We'll tede= of telling the Amazons in the
alternate world of what's going on plus keep oura&ons in line."

The warrior nodded her agreement. "Varia, Eve,thedConqueror can come through
last."

Everybody agreed together and began to carry eupldn.



Gabrielle and Xena entered into the cave first wh#hir horses. They peered up at the
sparkling bits of sulfur like gems and amber thatoemed them back in each sparkle.
Together, they closed their eyes and felt theirydmehin to tingle and a certain
amount of pain increase in their bodies. They h#daorses whine in protest as they
gritted their teeth against the pain they were slnise to now. As the pain settled
down and the blurred world around them began tettlesand organize into

something understandable, they found greenery@lira them.

Gabrielle was the first one to collapse onto hexdanbreathing heavily.

The warrior had also found herself down on her Bresrighing.

"Xena, Gabrielle?" called out a familiar voice.

The warrior-bard lifted her head to see Amaricenmg towards her and Xena. She
slowly pushed herself up onto her feet.

The Warrior Princess was already standing back up.
"Are you both okay?" asked the Amazon in a wortatk.

"Yes." Gabrielle took a deep breath before sayiWg need to move before the
others come," she reminded her lover.

The warrior nodded and patted Argo. "Come on,"girl.

"The others? What's going on?" Amarice walked betwi&e two legendary heroes.
"We've brought help, Amarice," informed the Amazoueen.

"Then... you've heard, about what happened to Quedmi&ile?"

"Yes, the Conqueror sought us out."

Amarice stared at Gabrielle for a moment but sookéd to the spot where they'd
3{{;\?231.fr0m as forms of ten other people begarelbgping. "By the gods," she

"Amarice?"

The Amazon didn't make any signal of hearing theisabard but she certainly
shapped to when Xena's voice cut in.

"Amarice?"
"Yes?"
"Can you go get Solari for me?" Gabrielle had geaibthe young Amazon's shoulder.

"Yeah sure." Amarice took one last look at thewemen that were clearly Amazons.
She then turned and ran off towards the village.



Gabrielle handed her soulmate the reins, "Thanks,"X

"Go on," whispered the warrior with a smile.

The Amazon Queen gave a quick smile and walked toviére ten Amazons.
"Amazons, you need to go stand beside Xena onceegmver from the shock. The
others will be coming in after you."

Slowly, the ten Amazons gathered themselves ankledalver to where the Warrior
Princess stood.

Gabrielle took a few steps back herself and watesedn bodies were materializing
in the air. She watched as some of the Amazongdbdown in pain while others
hunched over. "That's always the fun part,” shentpted half jokingly. "Ladies, |
need you to go stand by your sisters when you&eyrso the others can come."

The new Amazons, one by one, walked painfully daeeheir fellow Amazons.

Xena heard two people running towards them fromataig of the village. Then she
spotted Amarice returning with Solari running behirer. "Gabrielle, Amarice is
returning with Solari."

"Great, thank you."

Solari came right up to Gabrielle at a brisk watkl &reathing hard. "What's going
on?" she rasped.

"Move," stated the warrior-bard, she jerked theoeaddn command back by her
forearm right before ten more Amazons began forming

"Holy Artemis," whispered Solari in awe. She waithiee struggling Amazons get to
their feet and move out of the way as Gabrielleiested them. She then quickly
turned her head to Gabrielle. "Gabrielle?"

The Amazon Queen flashed a grin at her friend. H&&rd there was some trouble...
Xena and | thought you might need some reinforcesien

"Yes some help but an entire nation?"

"Well..." The warrior-bard smirked at the second amenand. "Its just one of my
tribes."

Solari just gaped in response. "And um... how marilas exactly?"

"Two hundred and fifty Amazons." A chuckle couldh=ard from the Amazon
Queen but she asked, "You don't want them?"

"Oh no, I'm not complaining.” Solari watched anotgeup of Amazons move to the
mounting group of Amazons near Xena. "Exactly hadweu hear what happened?”



"The Conqueror found Xena and me."

"Ah that would explain it." The second in commahadak her head and asked, "I take
it there is a plan...?"

"Yes of course." Gabrielle smiled at the ten nefivad Amazons. "Go by the others,
sisters when you can." She then glanced at thendeanccommand. "What has
happened to Queen Gabrielle?"

"Ephiny sent word that she was bought by anotlafesicalled Gurkhan. He spent a
lot of money on her too."

Gabrielle chewed on her lower lip while thinkingdfly. "What else did Ephiny say?"

"She told us not to strike because we were to rathe Conqueror plus that Eponin
was captured.”

The warrior-bard nodded. "Good."

Solari was about to ask a question but she'd fimalllized that all of these new
Amazons seemed to be staring at her a lot. Théadllexpressions of awe, surprise,
and pure respect. "Why are they all looking at ike that?" she whispered quietly.
The Amazon Queen felt a small laugh bubble up esicherself. "Because the Solari
in my world is long gone but she is a legend inrttime." She grinned at the second
in command. "You're going to get a lot of thosekmb

Solari simply shook her head in wonderment. "l tdhthis going to be odd at first."
"Yes but that's little of our worries." The warrbard ordered the new set of
Amazons to join the rest of the group before asBotari, "When did you last hear
from Eph?"

"It was just yesterday."

"Have you sent a message back?"

"No not yet."

Gabrielle nodded and said, "Good, we'll take cangpdating Ephiny."

Solari laughed quietly then folded her arms agadwestchest. She watched yet another
ten Amazons move to the group as ten more reappeatkin air. "I'm glad you're
here to help."

"I know." Gabrielle smiled at her friend. "Thisgsing to be hard."”

"Mmmm," agreed the second in command. "And bloodiig added.

The warrior-bard released a solemn sigh. "Afraid so



"It should be safe enough for just us to traveAtioens," stated Xena to her soulmate
and the others around the table.

"Sinteres will be too busy building up his army atlies to bother to notice us,"
further persuaded Eve.

"So then, the plan is to return to Athens, reldgsieiny from her duties," started the
Conqueror as she watched everybody nod in ansiMeen'Ephiny, Gabrielle, and
few designated Amazons will return back to the dlatEve, Xena, Varia, and Cyane
will be sent off to rescue Queen Gabrielle." She egerybody agreeing with her
explanation thus far. "l will take care of gettiAgtolycus and lolaus and sending
them off on their mission. While that is going @abrielle will be organizing the
Amazons and | will meet you on the battlefield afteaise my army."

"We'll figure out a plan of attack while Autolycasd lolaus release Palamon and
Eponin," added the warrior-bard.

"Yes but we cannot attack until we know that Qué&atbrielle is safe from Gurkhan
otherwise we jeopardize the entire campaign,” reetithe Conqueror. "Once Queen
Gabrielle is safe then can we only crush Sintenelszraco and whoever else may
follow them."

" still would like to know how we have your wor@onqueror that you won't back
out of this once the fight against Sinteres beding®in Solari, her eyes pinned on
the ruler.

"I think its safe to say she won't back out," an®aeGabrielle yet her stomach
twisted in worry.

"No," demanded Solari in a deep voice, "I know yust her, Gabrielle but you have
not been in battle your entire life against the @i@ror like we have been." She
looked directly at the Conqueror but her wordsadad at Gabrielle. "The Conqueror
has threatened us and our way of life since thesaytook Greece, she has wanted to
exterminate us like we are mosquitoes. How cansymldenly expect any of my
Amazons to just turn over and trust her? | will mathout good insurance... | will not
let my Amazons fight beside our own enemy."

The Conqueror stood from her chair simultaneouslly ®olari. "If you did not have
my help, you will never get your Queen back," stended lowly.

"If it hadn't been for you, our Queen would haveerdbeen re-enslaved!" yelled the
second in command while slamming her fist ontot#iide. "You owe your life to the
pain and death you've brought on my sisters! nateation all of the other people in
this world you've slaughtered, murderer! You areuler of this world; you are what
everybody feared... you are the plague of Black D#shis sweeping this world.
Your enemies hope each day that Tarterous swalowsvhole, bitch.”

The Conqueror said nothing back but her eyes tidnly emotion she was feeling
and that was pure primal rage.



Solari was breathing hard, her eyes locked onules and body tense.

Suddenly there was rapid movement and the Congdesappeared in a blur of
motion.

"Conqueror!" yelled Gabrielle as she leapt outaf $eat.

The second in command found herself pinned up agtie wall of the hut, her feet
daggling in mid-air. She started choking from tigét hold on her neck.

Everybody else was out of their seats preparetbfpthe Conqueror.

"Don't!" ordered Gabrielle to the others in themod&he moved hastily to the
Conqueror's side. "Drop her, Conqueror please."

"What makes you think | will, Gabrielle?" snarldgetruler.

Solari felt her face burning and her vision spignishe began clawing at the ruler's
hand.

The warrior-bard grasped the Conqueror's arm thlat inp Solari. "Are you really
what Solari says you are or are you somethingreiffé@" She glanced at Solari
quickly then back at the ruler. "Because the Commuidat | knew was much different
than this. Don't prove Solari right... Xena."

The ruler growled and then opened her left hand.
Solari dropped to the floor on her side, coughind gasping for air.
The Conqueror stormed out of the hut and into dltes évening.

Gabrielle raced after the ruler while saying, "H8lpari." She looked left then right
and spotted the Conqueror. She ran after the Warincess and grabbed her arm
then spun her around. "Conqueror?"

"Back off, Gabrielle." The Conqueror ripped herstiree from Gabrielle's grasp.

"Hell no," growled the warrior-bard as she reachpdnd jerked the ruler down by
her armor; her face directly in Xena's face. "Yistelh to me for once, Conqueror and
get it through your thick skull. That Amazon in tbés watching after her sisters, this
is her only home and the last bit of her family.|&fou did begin destroying their way
of life and making each day a living hell to strlegtp survive. Any goddamn self
respecting person would give something back tarmy repay what they owe. Each
damn day | watch my soulmate and her daughtergug find some kind of
meaning in their lives after what killing and suifgy they caused. They maybe in a
lifetime of debt but they are happier to know tihegognized their wrong doings." She
paused after saying so much then whispered in d meistler voice, "An entire
kingdom, full of people, depend solely on you raaly the darkness in you and in
your realm. And you hold the power to change soyhpaople's lives and futures.
Don't string them up by their necks any longer, Xeshe finally released the armor.



The Conqueror didn't move, let alone ever blink$he slowly straightened back up
to her full height. That's when she realized thaharous Amazons in the village had
stopped doing their duties to listen to Gabriebgsech. She gazed around at them
and saw all varieties of looks on their faces; ahld see the different stories in their
eyes.

Xena took a step back as she felt herself shridkb@ezome encaged by all the looks
and emotions that surrounded her from the Amazdasblue eyes then fell on
Gabrielle and she was the only one who had the ddddve for the Conqueror. She
shook her head lightly and turned around quickig ®gged off towards the gate.
Gabrielle's shoulders drop as a sigh escaped betwerdips. "God, | hope that was
for the best." She turned back towards the meétingnd went inside to see how
Solari was doing.

"What happened?" asked the warrior when she savower at the doorway.

"l gave her a serious speech."

Xena's eyes widened and then she said, "Didn'vgotoo well...?"

"I'm not sure... yet." Gabrielle shifted over to thkere her soulmate was kneeling.
"How you feeling, Solari?"

Solari coughed a little and patted her chest. tlkay... she knows how to squeeze,"
she joked lightly.

"Yeah | know." The warrior-bard noted how red the#@zon's neck was from the hard
squeeze. "Next time, try to hold your tongue."

"Can you blame me, Gabrielle?" questioned the staonommand. "You'd done the
same if you were me."

The Amazon Queen nodded sadly. "l would have."

"So what's the plan now?" interrupted Varia.

"It remains the same." Gabrielle stood up and lteipaari to her feet. "If none of you
can take the Conqueror's word then | hope youaan iy word that she'll fight." Her
attention moved to Solari.

The second in command licked her lips then nod@edyreement.

"Good." The warrior-bard folded her arms and turtee8olari. "By the way, | thought
I'd mention the reason how all of this got startethe first place."

"How's that?"

One of Gabrielle's eyebrows lifted up. "The Conqueent Draco originally to Kill
Sinteres and destroy his compound.”



Solari suddenly had a confused look.

"She wanted to pay Queen Gabrielle back for hergmSinteres's slave.”

"But... but..." whispered the second in command inrutenfusion.

Gabrielle grasped her friend's shoulder and firdghe sentence. "But she's suppose
to be a cold-hearted bitch?" She grinned at théused Amazon. "That label doesn't

work so well now huh?" She patted Solari on theutter.

"Okay sssso... she's a kind bitch," partially jokled $econd in command but she was
still in awe about why the Conqueror would try aeday the Queen.

The Amazon Queen sighed and turned her focus tothezs in the hut. "Let's all get
some rest. Tomorrow we'll be going to the castiépe a long trip."

Everybody nodded and slowly made their way ouhefhut.

"Take it easy huh, Solari?"

"Yeah," replied the second in command as sheHeftiteeting hut.

"Oh God," moaned the warrior-bard. Her head drogpeaslard into her hands.

Xena felt a frown form on her lips. She shifted ibdher lover and began massaging
her shoulders. "Hard playing the peacekeeper huh?"

"Tell me about it." Gabrielle dropped her head biati her soulmate's chest. "You've
been pretty quiet.”

"I'm working on the possible plans in my head." Aéssed the side of her partner's
head.

"I kind of thought so." Spring eyes slowly closedaaother sigh left Gabrielle.
"Want to get some rest?"

The smaller warrior lifted her head up while openiner eyes. "l think | better find the
Conqueror."

"Leave her alone for awhile, hun. She needs some dglone."

"Yeah... guess your right." Gabrielle reached up tao# her lover's hands into her
own. "Let's go get some rest before we can't gaghare.”

The Warrior Princess chuckled at that but leanednd&issing Gabrielle tenderly.
"Mmmm." Gabrielle smiled at the end of the kissoVk you."

The warrior kissed her partner's forehead whilespiiing, "l love you too." She then



straightened up while saying, "Come on," and ledrigfle out of the hut. "Like you
said, tomorrow will be a big day."

Gabrielle could only groan in response as she ae$d their hut.

~

Section 3

~Fk ko

The warrior-bard gazed down at her lover, whomtdeyetly in the bed since about a
candlemark ago. She'd tried sleeping herself beitxsds too concerned about the
Conqueror, it was nagging in the back of her mgwlshe had carefully worked her
way out of her lover's arms, after years of expege and put her attire back on with
boots. Gabrielle silently slipped out of the hubithe late afternoon.

The first place she decided to head to was the @aogs hut, but once she peeked
in, her shoulders slumped at not seeing the rolde. Immediately she went to
Solari's hut and knocked on it.

"Yeah come in," called the second in command.

The Amazon Queen entered the hut with a quiet dbdiee door.

Solari smiled gently at her friend and asked, "Wjwat up to?"

"Looking for the Conqueror, seen her?"

The second in command just shook her head anedldlbser to her desk. "The
guards at the gates reported she went out of tlageiabout... well about the time

everything happened.”

"Hmmmm." Gabrielle folded her arms and fell backiagt the doorframe. "You still
annoyed about earlier?"

"Its not that." Solari turned her head to the warbard. "Just scared,” she whispered.
"Why?" The bard dropped her hands back to her Siewhat?"

Solari licked her lips while her eyes lowered te floor. "We can't loose Queen
Gabrielle." She gazed up at the warrior-bard. "#r@lAmazons can't be lost... this is
all I have left,"” she uttered sincerely as she heldhands up to everything around
her. "l can't lose my home, Gabrielle."

The small warrior dropped her head for a moment tified it back up while pushing
onto the flat of her feet. She came over to henftiand grasped her shoulders, her
eyes locked with Solari's. "You won't, | promisedr a moment, she remained silent
then whispered, "Queen Gabrielle will be fine amel Amazons will survive and
grow." A partial smile shifted onto her lips. "Ji&lieve in it, Solari."



Solari's head lowered this time, and she considématielle's words for several
seconds. Slowly she looked back up and gave ariamt"l do."

Gabrielle's smile grew and even more when herdriangged her tightly. She felt
Solari's body shaky some and worry instantly fornmsitle of her. "Solari?" She
pulled back then saw the few tears coming dowrAtnazon's cheeks.

"Sorry," muttered the second in command as shélyangped her tears away. "Its
just been rough." She laughed sadly, her loweguipered faintly. "l just wish
Ephiny was here."

"She'll be back soon." Gabrielle then reassuredithazon with another gentle hug.
She'd never seen her Solari this upset nor thaugbssible for Solari to get upset yet
this wasn't the same Solari from her world.

Solari this time broke the hug and actually gageruine smile. "Thanks, Gabrielle."

"You're welcome." The warrior-bard mirrored the knfback and asked, "Out of the
gates?"

The Amazon laughed some and nodded. "Yeah nobtapdgo. Go catch up with
her, you're the only one that can talk any serteeher right now."

The bard huffed and went to the door. "You're kagdiight? | mean, we're talking
about the same Conqueror, aren't we?"

Solari laugh at the joke and grinned. "Yeah sane ga get her tiger tamer."

Gabrielle shook her head with a sigh. "Some othiegs you Amazons make up."
She opened the door, stepping out and calling,,"Bgéari."

"Bye, Gabrielle."

The small warrior hastily made her way out of tiilge but stopped at the gates to
ask the guards in which direction the Conquerortwéfter finding out, she went
directly in that direction to find the ruler. Asesmade her way deeper into the forest,
she picked up on the sound of a sword clangingsaedecognized the sound all too
well. Coming upon a clearing, she stopped and stioect watching the Conqueror
sparing with herself and occasionally using a toe@an enemy.

Gabrielle sighed and walked into the clearing whdging, "You shouldn't be moving
around so much after what happened to you earlier.”

The Conqueror seemed to take no notice of the evapard but after a many seconds,
she finally stopped and sheaved her sword. She f@abrielle. "l need the exercise."

"But your wounds don't," countered the younger woma

The Conqueror shook her head and just disregahdedomment as she went to sit
down on a near by stone. "Why did you come out®Here



"To talk to you." Gabrielle slowly strolled over the Conqueror, standing in front of
her.

"Don't you think you've said plenty, Gabrielle?"eTtuler peered up with icy blue
eyes.

The smaller woman sighed and knelt down, sittingnenlegs with her hands in her
lap. "Yeah... | think | have."

Xena raised an eyebrow at her friend's submission.

Gabrielle slightly nodded, her words coming dingétbm her thoughts. "For once,
I've said plenty." She peered up at the Conqu#roan't say anything more... the rest
has to come from you." With a heavy sigh, she stgotb her feet, brushing of the
blades of grass from her legs and began walking teaeards the village.

"That's it?" questioned the ruler.

Gabrielle stopped and half turned to the rulecah't do anything else." She shrugged.
"l can't save people, that's something you've ctamteach me... but | have realized |
can help them. I just hope in your case it'll beuggh." Turning back towards the
village, she continued trekking back to the villdge worry about the Conqueror
never disappearing.

The Conqueror shook her head still a bit amazedGharielle had agreed with her.
She then lifted her elbows to her knees and clakpetiands into a fist; she dropped
her forehead against her fisted hands. Slowly éareyes closed and many thoughts
and ideas passed through her mind.

Gabrielle, on the other hand, made her way batletdwt as the sunset began. She
decided she really did want to rest before tomorfemtering her hut, she saw her
soulmate awake and sitting up in the bed.

Xena didn't say anything, she simply studied heeilo

The warrior-bard sat on the edge of the bed on Xesde and untied her boots
slowly.

The older warrior reached out and gently rubbedsbatmate’'s back.

The small woman sighed in relief at the warm toaslshe got her last boot off. She
then turned to Xena and crawled into her arms.

The Warrior Princess pulled Gabrielle in close agaher body and tangled her legs
with Gabrielle's. She then placed a tender kiggetgartner's temple.

Gabrielle closed her eyes and slightly rubbed heek against Xena's chest before
starting to slip away into her dreamscape.

Xena soon joined her lover in the dreamscape, bay bnally relaxing after being
worried about how Gabrielle was feeling from ab #tress.



~*Part 11*~

"Is everybody ready?" asked Gabrielle went briskdyking up to Solari.

The second in command turned to her friend. "Yexcept for the Conqueror.”
The warrior-bard nodded while saying, "I noticed."

"If we are to go, it should be now," cut in Queearid. "There is too much to do."

The small warrior shook her while sighing. "We gt a few more minutes. Either
way, we need the Conqueror. Solari, how many Amsazoe going with us?"

"There are twenty escorting you," replied the sdadoancommand. "Do you need
more?"

"No that should be plenty."
"Where is the Conqueror?" suddenly cut in a deegpevo

Gabrielle faced her soulmate. "We're waiting on .hdropefully she'll be here in a
few seconds."

The Warrior Princess slightly nodded and caughttsif Eve and Cyane coming
towards them with two horses in tow.

When Eve came up to her mother, she handed heeitise

"Thanks, Eve." Xena gave her daughter a smile begdtacing her supplies from last
night into her saddlebags.

Gabrielle had taken her stallion from Cyane andglidter belongings away in her
saddlebag as well. She then mounted her horseuamett him around towards her
friends. She quickly counted the Amazons waitingaoel with her, she noted them
all there. "Amazons, lets head out of the villagdg ordered in a loud voice.

Varia took the signal and mounted her own horsewlaa beside her, as did Xena.
The group of Amazons began walking through thegé#l towards the gates.

Gabrielle quickly scanned the village for any sighghe Conqueror yet with a heavy
sigh, she began for the gates.

Solari walked between Xena and Gabrielle's hordekewalking to the warrior-bard.
"Make sure you bring Ephiny home safely."

The small warrior laughed lightly and said, "Domdrry, Solari."
The second in command simply smiled back. "Pleaseabeful,” she said to Xena.

The Warrior Princess gave a reassuring smile té\thazon. "It'll work out,” she



stated.
"I know it will," stated the second in command.

Gabrielle noted the gates ahead of the village siedsensed Varia looking at her so
she gave a nod to the queen.

Varia then yelled, "Out of the village, Amazons dm@&d south!”

The warrior-bard pulled her horse to stop at the,gzs did Xena. "I'll be back soon
with Ephiny."”

"Hopefully by the time you return the southern Matwill be here." Solari then took a
deep breath and said, "Bye, Xena and Gabrielle."

The soulmates smiled and tapped their horses isitleewhile calling out, "Bye." The
pair quickly caught up to the escort.

Solari watched the group slowly begin to shrinkha distance. Then her eyebrows
furrowed together as she saw somebody reappeaonglfehind a tree headed
towards the group. She quickly realized who it wad a small grin formed on her
lips. "Good luck to you too, Conqueror,” she whiggkebefore she turned back to her
village.

~*Part 12*~

The regent poked at her right calf lightly and i response. "Hades... would you
heal over already,” she grumbled. After shakinghead, she stood up from her bed
and with a hidden limp, made her way to the wind&he crossed her arms on the
ledge and studied the new Athens. She still coulshiieve that she was here and not
saving her Queen. She figured Gabrielle had alrbady sold into slavery; it'd been
awhile since everything happen. Now she just woedl@grhat had become of the
Conqueror.

She lowered her head a bit, and stared at thesratke window's ledge. More
thoughts came but of her Amazon Nation and whetieyr were safe. Occasional
thoughts came to her that the Conqueror had |gdridp with Lord Sinteres. Then
use this as a likely excuse to wipe out the Amazorever yet something remained in
her that told otherwise. She thought it had sometko do with the way the
Conqueror had always looked at her Queen with geayes. It seemed that one look
the Conqueror continually gave Queen Gabrielle tha®nly reassurance that Ephiny
had at this point.

With her shoulders slightly slumped, she graduétiyd her head and gazed about
Athens once more. She then noted a few glintsvialyat the gates of the city. She
furrowed her eyes and straightened up off the lekgelips pressing together.
Thoughts of Queen Gabrielle safely returning filkest but at the same time it could
be Lord Sinteres arriving to claim his place asKigg of the Conqueror's realm.

With that sort of idea in mind, she quickly went feer sword and sheathed it at her
back. She went out of her room and down into tisti&€a throne room while yelling,



"Guards!"

Three guards instantly raced up to her side, wglkeside her as they crossed the
throne room.

"Who are the strangers entering the city?"
"We have no idea, regent," replied one guard.

"Well I want to know who the Hades it is," she gtes/lowly and watched the guard
rush off. She then gave her attention to the dikerguards. "You two round up the
other men and the secondary guard captain.”

"Yes, regent." The two soldiers hurried off.

The Amazon came to the huge double-doors of tleméhroom and flung them open
with both arms as hard as she could. The early imgisunlight struck her in the face
soon as she opened the doors. She went down thestegas and onto the grounds
that circled the castle.

She found several of the soldiers already herdirthe gates with their weapons
drawn. She then decided to join them at the gategedl. She also found the
secondary guard captain there and quickly questibima. "Who is coming into the
city?"

The guard captain shook his head. "We are not segent. One man was sent already
and he should be back in a moment."

"Good," muttered the Amazon. Lifting her right hastle shielded the sun from her
eyes and saw a soldier running back to the castiheom arm waving. She slightly
heard him yelling but couldn't make out what helsaivhat is he saying?"

The guard captain paused for a moment then whidpéFaey're going to conqueror
us."

Ephiny's eyes widened and her heart sped up. "the'y be here.”

"Wait," called a soldier from beside Ephiny, "Hs&ing the Conqueror is coming."
The regent hesitated for a moment then listengkecoldier's yelling as it became
clearer, and she did realize he was yelling theg@Qeror is coming. "Oh gods," she

whispered in relief.

The soldier came into the gates, his breath goha bmile on his lips. "The
Conqueror... is here," he rasped.

"Anybody else?" asked the regent hastily.

The soldier nodded while taking several deep bsed®o are Amazons... lots of
them."



A small grin pulled at the corner of Ephiny's lighe looked up from the soldier and
saw the group of Amazons coming closer to the €aggiates.

"Ephiny!" called a familiar voice.

The regent shook her head for a moment in disbaiedshe walked through the gates.
"Gabrielle?" she called.

She heard an excited laugh and it only causedhwate one herself as she hurried
towards the group. She quickly spotted her frieamats watched Gabrielle dismount
from her horse.

"lts good to see you," greeted Gabrielle.

The regent grabbed her friend into a strong hug. $b happy you came here." She
slowly pulled away from the hug.

"Well, the Conqueror came for Xena and me." Theabard brushed back some of
her bangs from her forehead. "How you doing?"

Ephiny shook her head a bit. "I've been hangintpéne. Anything about Queen
Gabrielle though?"

Gabrielle took a deep breath then slightly noddgte's been sold to Gurkhan...
about three days ago."

"Centaur shit,” growled the regent.

"l know whispered," the warrior-bard.

"Let's get into the castle," suggested the Conguesshe cut into the conversation.
Gabrielle nodded to the Conqueror's idea. "Comé'lbtell you more."

Ephiny turned back to the castle, walking with finds. "What of the Amazons?"
"They're fine, we just came from there."

"l figured," replied Ephiny as she signalled to &raazon escort. "A couple | don't
recognize," she whispered.

Gabrielle grinned faintly at her friend's suspigoti brought my Nation here."
"Your Nation?" The regent's eyes widened in digbeliFrom your... world?"

"Yup." The warrior-bard winked right before makimgrqueo walk faster to the
castle's stables.

Ephiny shook her head while she watched the Am&agen walk off with Xena at
her side. The Conqueror then stepped into her view.



"How do you feel?"

The regent lifted her eyes up the length of thertsibody until she met winter blue
eyes. "I'm okay."

"How's the leg?"

"Slowly healing," stated the Amazon plainly. "Didysee Queen Gabrielle or Eponin
in your travels?"

"l did," answered the ruler. "They were both fine."

"Your guard captain too?"

"Yes." The Conqueror folded her arms against hestchil presume you had no
problems with my men...?" She then glanced over astbieliers who all began to
look anywhere but at their leader.

"None at all." Ephiny placed her hands on her Hi®. problems at all." The one
thing she was grateful for was that the Conquei@dsdrver a purpose of blocking the
sun for her. "Athens was fine t00," she quietlyexatld

"Good to hear."

"You didn't hear anything from Sinteres by any aeadid you?" suddenly cut in
another deep voice.

Ephiny looked at the warrior, who was returningtrthe stable with Gabrielle.
"No... was | suppose to?"

"Not really,” answered the warrior-bard.

"You three go ahead and talk," cut in the Conquétareed to talk to my secondary
guard captain.”

Gabrielle nodded to the ruler and watched her lgetlsen noted Eve, Varia, and
Cyane coming up beside her and Xena. "Oh Ephiwgnit you to meet Eve."

The regent smiled to Eve and held out her arm a%iee to meet you, Eve."
"All mine," responded Eve.
"And Eve is Xena's daughter," added Gabrielle.

Ephiny laughed in surprise while she released tlumger woman's arm. "Really?
Thought some of those features looked similar."

The warrior-bard grinned faintly then pointed te tjueen. "This is Queen Varia."
She paused for a moment but spoke again while E@md Varia were shaking arms.
"Varia is the queen of the Amazons when I'm nouadb.. which is most of the time.
Then this is Cyane beside her."



Ephiny's eyes quickly lit up at the name. She dtatehe well-built, blond haired
Amazon beside Varia. "Cyane?"

"I know," commented Cyane, "Not the same Amazomghd’ She held out her arm.

"I don't know about that," whispered Ephiny as &tk the young Amazon's arm.
"Nice to meet you as well."

"Trust me," started Varia, "Its more our pleastwantyours, Ephiny. There are many
legends about you in our village."

"Maybe so but I'm not the same Ephiny as your oreeavas."

Gabrielle shook her head. "I highly doubt that, yawe all the same qualities as our
Ephiny once did... you're very much her."

The regent said nothing else and kept silent, taltie comments at face value.
"Thank you," is all she said after several seconds.

"I think we need to find the Conqueror and fillBphiny about what's going on,"
suggested the Warrior Princess.

"Good idea," agreed Gabirielle. "Cyane, can you take of the Amazons for me?
Take them into the castle and if you ask one ofjtieerds to get food and water they
will help you. Okay?"

"Sure thing, my Queen." Cyane nodded then strafétb escort the Amazons into
the castle.

"Let's go track down the Conqueror," ordered thea&aam Queen. Together the group
went into the castle and decided the best plage twas to the Conqueror's office.
Once near the doorway, they could hear the Conqtediong to somebody.

"Instruct them to be here tomorrow morning at bissthat all clear?”

"Yes, my liege."

"Good. You're dismissed."

"Yes, my liege." The soldier hurried out of the daad slipped past the group of
women and went on his way.

"Come in, you five." The Congueror sat down in tieair as her allies entered her
office. "Take seats."

Everybody had a seat but Ephiny and Xena, the aramialked towards the opening
to the balcony and picked up a chair from the cor8ke carried it back over to the
group and sat it down near the desk, saying, '@&g Eph."

The regent shook her head. "Go ahead, Xena."



"Sit," ordered the warrior in a growling tone.

Ephiny blinked then sat down while muttering, "Thaut

Xena chuckled to herself and took a few steps batdan against the wall.
"Xena, do you want my chair?" offered the Conquasoshe began to stand up.

The Warrior Princess shook her head while replyitigp, fine, Conqueror... thank
you though."

The ruler nodded and sat back down. She turnetbbes to everybody and stated, "I
sent two soldiers out to find Autolycus and lolafso in about ten to fifteen minutes
my Naval Captain will be here." She folded her aamd sat back in her chair.

"l believe we need to inform Ephiny on what's goamng" spoke up Varia after the
ruler had spoken.

Gabrielle decided to stand up from her chair aredvstilked to the Conqueror's desk,
she sat on the corner of the desk and looked ajrthe. "So far what we've come up
with is we're going to basically steal Queen Gdlerieack."

Ephiny raised an eyebrow up. "How is this goinfpappen?"

The Amazon Queen took a huge, deep breath and leegéaining. "Xena, Varia,
Cyane, and Eve are going to Africa. Cyane and Ee@asing as slaves to infiltrate
Gurkhan's castle and find Queen Gabrielle. Oncgltthge done so, its up to Xena
and Varia to kill him."

"Wait," cut in Ephiny while shaking her head. "Hol you plan to save Queen
Gabrielle and kill Gurkhan at the same time?"

"We're working on that," cut in the warrior fromrlepot against the wall.

"No, no." The regent stared hard at Xena then ld@kesverybody else in the room
with a serious face. "l want a plan right here agtt now on how you plan to get my
Queen... my best friend from Gurkhan's liar. | wititket any of you endanger her
life... I'd rather have her remain a slave than gtk growled the regent. "She
stands better a symbol of slavery than a dead e@fa deluded plan that went
wrong."

Xena licked her lips as she glimpsed over at heinsate from across the room. She
then straightened up off the wall, her arms faladper side from her chest. "As
Gabrielle said, Cyane and Eve will pretend to laeesd and be bought into Gurkhan's
castle. Varia and | will be lookouts through thndiee thing. When Eve and Cyane
feel its safe enough, we'll go in and take car@wfkhan."

Ephiny considered the plan, she knew it still hdeiva'holes' in it that would be filled
later on as Xena had more time to think the firedaills out. She slowly began to nod
and simply said, "Okay."



"While that's been done, we're responsible formggthe Amazons together,"”
continued explaining Gabrielle. "You and | will ueh to the Nation and get the
Amazons ready for war. The Conqueror in the meantintl be doing the same with
her troops. Hopefully some time in there we'll jéances relatively close to Sinteres's
camp.”

Ephiny laughed slightly and peered up at the Coraguben at the warrior-bard.
"You're kidding, right?" She sat up in her chairthe Amazons will not join up with
the Conqueror."

The Conqueror closed her eyes as she felt heretigen like it had early in the
meeting back in the Amazon village.

"I'd much rather have the Amazons fight Sinteres @raco on our own without her
help. She's liable to-"

"Ephiny," growled the warrior-bard. She stood ugnirthe desk and her eyes were lit
up with fire. "l am the Queen... in this world andnine. Queen Gabrielle has agreed
to a treaty with the Conqueror and we will abidatbyo do anything less is to
destroy the Nation's honour." She paused, her cisesg and falling quickly. "We

will fight beside the Conqueror.”

The regent chewed on the inside of her lip becabhe&new this was a crazy and
down right insane idea. She liked the idea nowritt. But how we plan to strike
Sinteres when he has Eponin and Palamon?"

"Autolycus and lolaus, the two best thieves inkhewn-world will take care of
that,” answered the ruler.

Ephiny glanced over to the Conqueror. "l hope ttaydo it."

"If they can't then nobody can," simply stated @@ queror. As soon as she finished
her words, a tall and thin woman entered the offi¢e ruler stood up. "Welcome."

Everybody else's heads turned and a few eyes wddarsirprise.

"I heard you need me, my liege."

The Conqueror laughed slightly to herself. "I daJliSto."

Callisto flashed a devilish grin and she walkedrdwevards the Conqueror. Her fiery
eyes lowered to the warrior-bard, looking her o¥&r. some reason, she could

already feel a bit of hatred coming off this youngeman.

Gabrielle looked away from Callisto and moved advayn the desk, turning and
facing the Conqueror.

The Conqueror looked to everybody else while sayi@gllisto is my naval captain,
the best one I've had." She glanced at Callisto #te¢he group, introducing them one
by one.



Callisto couldn't help but be surprised when shunébthere to be two Queen
Gabrielle's and two Xena's. She definitely wasreggted in knowing on how this
came to be, something to look into later on.

"I've decided to add a little something to our glamt in the Conqueror's voice.
Xena raised an eyebrow at the ruler's announcement.

"After you have saved Queen Gabrielle, | plan teeh@urkhan's entire castle
destroyed. Queen Cleopatra will be there to assisiis and along with killing
anybody loyal to Gurkhan."

The warrior-bard peered over to her soulmate tlzek lat the Conqueror. "Why is
this?"

The ruler folded her arms and locked eyes witrsthaller woman. "l will not leave
my enemies alive... not any part of them."

"So what is this little plan, my liege?" inquirecl@sto.

The Conqueror turned her head to her naval captéou are to transport Xena, Eve,
Cyane, and Varia along with two hundred troops.eTaltew juggernaughts and war
galleys with you."

"A catapult trireme?" Callisto raised an eyebrowhatruler and a sly grin creased her
lips.

"One," replied the Conqueror with a chuckle.

"Deal." The navel captain then put her hands orhips. "So | take these four down,
what else?"

"They will take care of getting Queen Gabrielle. Whhat's happening you and
Queen Cleopatra will get the men ready. Soon ag@Gabrielle is out you are to
take out Gurkhan's lair, wipe it off the earthtHat clear?"

"Crystal, my liege."

"Good." The Conqueror gazed back at the group.™€le turned back to Callisto,
"take a scout ship with you as well. | want theralkblaere to let us know if the Queen
is safe or not."

"Yes of course," agreed the naval captain.

"Is there anything else?" inquired the ruler todgheup.

"I think that's everything," replied the warriorsda"We should get moving with our
plans.”
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Gabrielle jerked the strap down hard and Torquemedhin response. "Sorry, boy,"
she whispered while patting him on the side. Ska techecked to make sure his tack
was all on place, especially the saddle.

"You ready?" called her soulmate, as she entetedhe stable.

"Just about."

Xena came up to the stall door and crossed her anngp of the door. "How you
doing?"

"I'm okay." The smaller woman continued checkinglmarse's tack and not looking at
her partner.

The warrior for a moment was silent then asked, &vghwvrong?"

"Nothing." Gabrielle shook her head then pattedhueses neck before looking at her
lover.

Xena just raised an eyebrow. "What is it, huh?"
The bard sighed as her shoulders fell. "l jusan'tknow about this."
"This?... with Callisto?"

"Exactly." The younger warrior shook her head savmes. "I don't like her being
there."

"I know... maybe she's not the same as our Callst®"

"Maybe she is," countered the Amazon Queen. Stieedluloser to her lover, her
hands coming up and resting on top of Xena's. 8kl allisto changed in our world
but... here it could be different, completely diéfit."

The warrior licked her lips, her eyes studying Ih@nds and Gabrielle's as she slowly
laced their hands together. "l know... we'll besbal;" she whispered while lifting her
soft sea blue eyes.

"I know you will be... just can't help but be wawl" Gabrielle shook her head a bit
while saying, "Callisto is always in something Farself."

Xena squeezed her lover's hands gently beforerigamifor a long kiss. "You need to
be careful as well," she muttered at the end okis®

"I will be." Gabrielle grinned a bit. "Aren't | alys?"
The warrior laughed lightly. "Trouble comes to e flies to shit."

"Thanks," deadpanned the warrior-bard. "Real bigadt."



Xena laughed and took a few steps back. "Come on."

The bard grabbed her horse's reins and led hirofdbe stall. With Xena, she

strolled out of the stables into the afternoon igiml Just ahead she saw her group of
Amazons waiting to travel back to the Nation.

"In five days we will meet on the battlefield," sgd the Conqueror to Gabrielle.

The warrior-bard nodded at the ruler. "Five daghe then shifted her attention to her
Amazons. "Head out,” she ordered before lookingghiny. "Ride Torqueo, Eph...
you'll need it with that leg."

"Thanks." Ephiny slowly mounted the stallion witerlriend's help.

"I'll be right out," uttered the Amazon Queen te tkegent.

Ephiny simply nodded then left through the gateitothe Amazons.

"Be careful." Eve smiled at Gabrielle.

Gabrielle returned the smile. "You too huh?" Shewveer and hugged the taller
woman. "Bring her back safely." She then said lo&ddyes to the rest of the group.
As she walked towards the gates, her soulmate atng side.

"I'll see you in a bit." Gabrielle stopped at thentt of the gates and turned to her
lover. "We have a lot of damn sex to make up fag,tlshe grumbled but a grin

streaked her expression.

Xena laughed quietly and lowered her head sonm.dtt worried about that one bit.
You just be careful."

"l will." The warrior-bard then finally gave in @ long hug with her partner. "l love
you."

The warrior kissed the side of her lover's heademivhispering, "l love you too." She
gave a tight squeeze then said, "Go on."

The Amazon Queen released her soulmate and gave amile of hers. "Bye."

Xena grinned a bit and winked. "See yah soon."&#dttehed her partner go out of the
gates and join the Amazons. A sigh slowly escapedhb she waved to Gabrielle then
watched her disappear in the distance.

The Conqueror quietly neared Xena and said, "Ney bah?"

"Not at all." The warrior peered up a little at tiadler version of herself. "Are the
ships ready?"

"Anytime you're ready," mentioned the ruler.

"Good."



The Conqueror turned to a guard and said, "Eskesgt ladies down to the docks. See
to it Callisto greets them."

"Yes, my liege." The guard waited for the four wame come up beside him and he
quietly led them out of the gates, towards the dock

The Conqueror briefly watched them go but thereggl'Somebody bring the
secondary guard captain to my office."

~*Part 13*~

Autolycus rubbed his hands together and grinnedréhive go; we knock out those
two sentries at the gates. Then take their clodinelspose as them."

"You gotta be kidding me?" lolaus shook his head lamelt down more behind the
tree while looking at the two guards at the gateSiateres's compound. "We have to
lure them away. We can't just knock them out thagecto the compound.”

"Exactly... sssso that's where you come in." Thegkaf Thieves grinned evilly.
"What you want me to do? Dress like a woman anthdalrag?"”

Autolycus suddenly had an evil smirk.

"No," growled lolaus.

"Don't worry, there's nothing to it."

lolaus just glared at his partner.

Autolycus stumbled through the forest some, conginger to the sentries at the gate.
"Stop!" yelled a guard.

The King of Thieves stopped and held up his hahlilbat's wrong?"

"Who are you?" called a guard.

Autolycus smiled drunkenly and said, "I'm just atmahaving a good time."

"Oh yeah?"

The King of Thieves grinned. "l found myself a raale lookin' bitch." He waved his
hands towards the woods. "You fellas like to joifd'"i

The guards exchanged looks and then nodded tormtbkex. Together they left their
post and followed behind the guy.



"Oh Georgy boy, where'd you go?" called a lightceoi

"I'm coming, my sweets," yelled Autolycus.

The two guards snickered together while sheathiag swords at their sides.
"Where are you?" called Autolycus.

"Right over here," replied a light but throaty veic

Autolycus stopped and put his hands on his hips.

"Where is she?" questioned a guard.

"She was just here," answered the King of ThieMescleared his throat. "Oh
sweetie, where are you?"

"Right here," half growled a man's voice from treetbranches above the guards.
The two guards instantly looked up but soon foumaoa coming into their face.
Autolycus laughed as he watched them fall on tagies out cold. "Nice job."
"Thanks... Georgy boy."

The King of Thieves threw a glare at his friendoh@ on, let's get these damn
uniforms off them."

lolaus seconded that idea and quickly began takiaglothes off the sentries.
Afterwards, he and Autolycus tied and gagged thdiexs before putting on the
uniforms.

Autolycus came out of a bush, pulling on the caliathe leather uniform. "This
Hades of a thing is too tight."

"Mine fits perfectly," commented the smaller thief.
The King of Thieves sighed and said, "Let's get thier with."

The pair walked up to the posts at the gates ajustad themselves accordingly,
swords drawn.

"So | guess we'll stand here all day?" grumbledus|

"Nope, we'll get in," muttered Autolycus. "We justed a way, maybe you can think
of something since you're a bright candle."

"What in Tartarous is that suppose to mean?"

"It means you're little ideas never work half teed." The King of Thieves shook his
head. "I still remember that screw up with the girthe bar."



"Don't start that shit again,” growled lolaus. Ithast had her."
"Right... she almost had your face on the floawlst you mean."

"Will you shut up!" yelled Iolaus. "Like none ofdhkinda of centaur shit happened to
you. | wont even mention the one with the Amazon."

"That was a mistake," yelled the King of Thieves.
"Yeah a funny one too." The smaller thief startmaghing.

Autolycus snarled and suddenly brought the tipisfsivord under his partner's throat.
"Wanna keep laughing funny boy?"

"Get the Hades off me!"

"What the Hades is going on over here?" yelledepdm®ice.

The two thieves turned to a tall, dark skinned it was glaring down at them.
"He started it." lolaus pointed a finger at theestthief.

"I don't care," growled Draco.

Autolycus had already let go of his partner.

"l want you two in the dungeon now."
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lolaus grumbled to himself as he stomped down tieyessof the dungeon, Draco was
behind him and his partner was ahead of him.

"You two stay the Hades down here until somebodig you off duty, understood?"
"How long might that be?" inquired Autolycus.

Draco glared from the fifth step up from the dungéoor. "If you're lucky two
days." After a smirk, he hurried up the stairweltldack outside.

The King of Thieves tilted his head as he heardithegeon door at the top of the
steps slam then lock. He then turned to lolausalikk," he chided.

The thief peered up at the taller man. "What? yatwg here." He shook his head and
pushed his helmet further back on his head. Hetlsbédnis sword then started
searching through the dungeon. "Wait... Auto," aiked.

The King of Thieves briskly walked down the tighase between the cells on either
side of him. "Well whatyah know." He grinned to Iseif and folded his arms as he
stared at the two prisoners in the cell. "And yad ho faith," he taunted his friend.



"Right." lolaus flashed a brief grin but turn hisemtion back to the two prisoners as
he wondered how to wake them up in the best méHewy," he started calling to
them but he got no response. "Yo prisoners... wakéHe still got no response.

Autolycus stood there completely amused by theesdde just leaned against some
bars of a cell and decided to watch his partnetotryake up the prisoners.

The smaller thief sighed but then suddenly kickieith@ bars to make a loud clatter.
Still nothing. "That's it," he growled. "Amazonsa bunch of sissy girls with nothing
but sticks for weapons just like the Conquerorfsaa!"

A set of dark brown eyes opened and a tall Amaroodsup in the prison cell.

lolaus grinned to himself as he knew he accomptishe mission. Yet suddenly
something went a bit wrong when he found himsetikang and his face slammed
into the bars of the cell.

"Your mother could kick your ass, little man jugel | will," growled the Amazon.

She lowered her head, close to the small thidd¥s.riot even let me nearséick for

what | may do to you with it.... because it'll bght up your ass." She squeezed a little
tighter then threw him across the dungeon and tadiother cell on the opposite
side.

lolaus groaned and slid down the bars onto the .floo

Autolycus laughed finally and straightened up fribra cell. He instantly found
piercing brown eyes on him but he simply ignoreglttireatening look. "May |
introduce myself...? I'm Autolycus... the King dfiéves." He held his hand down
towards lolaus. "And this would be my partner, &

"And why are you two here?" questioned the guapdata as he stood up from the
cell floor.

"The Conqueror," stated the King of Thieves.

Palamon grinned and chuckled lightly. "She woulddsi thieves to steal something
stolen from her."

"Naturally... and only the best of course," addedodycus. He then glanced down at
his partner, whom was rubbing his neck. "So whatgaming up with?"

"Mmmm." The small man chewed on his lower lip whetadying the dungeon. "Not
a plan, I'll say that."

Autolycus started rubbing his chin as he considemede ideas.

~Fk ko

"Have you heard anything from the other village alari?"



The second in command shook her head while crofgngrms against her chest.
"Nothing yet... my guess is they could be here tondgiinitely by sometime
tomorrow."

"Good." Gabrielle took a step back and leaned agjdire post of the hut behind her.
"How is Eph?"

"She's doing better... recovered finally from thatdavalk from Athens," the
Amazon half joked.

"Rrrright.” The warrior-bard smirked at that. "Siogle the entire time... on my horse
not to mention."

Solari nodded a couple of times. "She seems twbwd lot better,” finally admitted
the Amazon. "l was pretty worried.

"I was myself," confessed the small watrrior.

The second in command glimpsed up to Gabrielle fimvking down at her boots.
"How you been doing?"

Gabrielle closed her eyes for a brief moment th@ened them again. "I'm doing
okay... worried though."

"We all are," reminded the Amazon but added, "Aatsb know you're the most
stressed out of any of us."

"Stress?" started teasing the small woman, "Ifivet.”

Solari chuckled quietly but then reached out tesgtaer friend's arm. "Don't get too
worked up... Eph and | are here to help out.”

"I know... thank you." Gabrielle smiled warmly. Skt sighed a bit and quietly
whispered, "The Conqueror should be here tomormwell."

"Where is she planning to position her troops?"

"Not far from Sinteres compound... but she is brigganset of troops here to protect
the Nation from any outside harm."

Solari raised an eyebrow at that. "Outside harms she the ha-"

"Solari," warned the temporarily queen. "Don't."

The Amazon's shoulders dropped, and she vicioushed back a few strands of
hair behind her ear. "I'm sorry... but you got to erstand..." she held up a hand
while saying, "that we've been at war with her esrace | can remember. If its not
one thing... its another." She paused as she knewided was starting to
understand. "It takes a bit to just... trust her."

"I know," whispered the Queen. "But you can trustwhen I tell you she won't harm



us."
Solari nodded slowly. "That's what | am trusting."

"Thank you," uttered the warrior-bard. She lifteztdelf from the post while saying,
"Let's go see Eph."

Solari agreed with a nod and followed along sidefiend.
"So what do you think, mother?"

Xena turned her head to Eve that stood besiderh#reobow of the ship. "About?"
she whispered with a gentle smile taking her lips.

"Anything." Eve shrugged a little.

"Mmmm..." The warrior reached out and held onto @iérrg and leaned forward
against it a bit. "l think we've got ourselves intg a mess."

The daughter chuckled but yet had to agree. "We diat."

The Warrior Princess flashed a grin at her daudbgéare gazing over the sea again.
"You know what | think?"

Xena felt a small laugh vibrate inside of hersalfhat's that?"

"I think it's nice to be out on an adventure witit mother."

The warrior felt a smile creep along her lips desghe entire situation ahead of them.
"I think | have to agree with that."

Eve felt a bit of warmness fill her but slowly &ded out and a heavy sigh escaped
her.

"Now what's on that mind of yours?" inquired thethes.

Eve shook her head a little and said, "Just beem@pa long... lllong debate with
myself."

"About?"

"About... what my destiny truly is," confessed theigger woman. She slightly
peered up at her mother before looking back tséze "Whether I'm suppose to be
God's chosen... peace keeper or-"

"A warrior," finished Xena. She felt her own heaigh come and leave her. She
knew exactly how her daughter felt. "lts not edgynow that.” She brought her right
arm around her daughter's shoulders and pullethlzbit closer. Gazing down at



Eve, she whispered, "The best thing you can dogo with what feels natural.”

"I'm not quite sure what that is right now." Evezgd into her mother's eyes hoping to
find her answer there even though she knew shedwaail

"I know and you won't for right now." Xena let aalirsmile appear in her expression.
"You give yourself time and soon you'll know." Sbevered her head and kissed her
daughter's forehead while whispering, "Promise."

Eve smiled at her mother's reassurance feelinga bieight leave her. She wrapped
her left arm around Xena's waist and dropped had lagainst the larger shoulder
beside her. "Mother... did Callisto, by any chan@ejehgreen eyes?"

The warrior suddenly furrowed her eyebrows at #r&lom question. "No... why,
sweetie?"

"Just wondering...." Eve licked her lips while stariat the sea before her. She then
said, "Didn't you ever wonder why | have green 8yamean... you don't have green
eyes and neither does Callisto. So how did | enditipgreen eyes?"

The Warrior Princess didn't say anything as thesgme sank into her mind. She
never really had thought about why her daughtergnadn eyes... she just simply
accepted it. "Green eyes," she whispered alouétgelf in thought and then her
suddenly her expression took on realization. "Galeri..."

"Yeah... that's what | thought too." Eve lifted head. "She's my mother as well."

Xena finally came to the realization too that Gelteiwas most likely Eve's mother as
much as her own. She then gazed down at her dawagidestudied her for several
silent seconds. She truly examined Eve's brighgrgeyes and knew in her heart that
those eyes were Gabrielle's. Bringing her free tmndnd, she lifted a lock of Eve's
golden brown hair and knew it was blond and blagjether. Eve's height, Xena
recognized, was higher than Gabrielle but shohi@n her. And then finally it clicked
to the warrior that Eve... well despite all that Bhgess done in her life for some reason
she still held some type of innocence to her, nthelsame way Gabrielle has all
through her life.

"So guess this means she isn't my aunt after alP'hfinally cut in Eve's voice.

Those words made one of the rarest smiles slovdpeslacross Xena's face. "Yes it
does," she whispered softly.

"Hmmmm." Eve began to grin a bit devilishly. "So..hat should | call her now...
mother, mom or mommy," she joked.

Xena couldn't help but laugh. "Mother is mine,darre it."

The younger woman laughed as well. "Well | donitkra 25 year old should go
around calling her mother mommy... so | think thatvies me with mom."

The warrior grinned and said in an evil tone, "Makee when we get back you call



her that first thing."
Eve snickered quietly. "You would, mother... andrfidke sure to do it around you."
"Good girl," teased the Warrior Princess.

Eve laughed while shaking her head as she wenttbaeking in the scenery around
her. "So what you think about having Callisto asnlval captain?"

"I don't know what in Hell the Conqueror is thingih half joked the warrior and in
part she was rather serious. She then added iff.a hu

"l have a feeling she'll turn on the Conqueror wtientime comes," muttered Eve.
She then turned her head sidelong and watchedstoalh the corner of her eye. "Very
soon at that," she whispered.

"Mmmm," agreed the warrior. "I have that feelingradl. And it'll be a bad fight as
well."

"Yes with as many ships as the Conqueror has... beohow many are loyal to
Callisto before the Conqueror?"

"I don't even want to think about it," replied Xei&he sighed then mumbled, "That's
the problem with switching sides... get new enemresraew allies.”

"Hmmm," agreed Eve quietly.

~*Part 14*~

The queen lifted her head and straightened her daicks the two Amazons from the
trees lowered to the ground bringing her and hesénto a halt. "I am here with my

Amazons at Queen Gabrielle's request.”

The two patrol Amazons glanced at each other addddods. One patrol Amazon
stepped forward and said, "Welcome, Queen Velasca."

The queen smiled a little more proudly and askkthy'we be escorted in?"

"Of course," answered the patrol Amazon. "Plealeviome.” She turned and headed
for the village gates.

The other patrol Amazon however took a few stek laad watched the queen and
her Amazons pass by.

The patrol Amazon led the party to the gates and s she neared, she saw the gates
opening for them.

Velasca examined the larger village as she entered

Gabrielle left her hut soon as she heard word@fjlreen coming, she was glad to
hear the other Amazons had arrived. She went direecthe village centre knowing



this would be where the other queen would be esddd. In the centre she saw Solari
already waiting. "You heard?" she said a bit loudly

"Yeah," called back the second in command.

Gabrielle came up beside her friend and faced d@tesgshe then spotted the patrol
Amazon escorting the queen and her Amazons toahigec As she got a better look
at the queen, she realized exactly who it was ahhbrse. "Oh my god..." she uttered
in fear.

"What's wrong?" quickly asked Solari.

"Velasca is the queen?" she hotly asked as shedbimkthe second in command.
"Yes," whispered Solari, "l don't know if you knaaf her in your world but here, she
is very well known." She narrowed her eyes a I3hé' is well regarded by all
Amazons... this village and in her own. She techiyaiould be the head queen, the
only reason Queen Gabrielle is cause she stumiledt by caste.” She shook her
head before adding, "Queen Gabrielle is lucky =dsasn't yet challenged her for
the caste. I'm not even sure why Velasca hasn't..."

"Mmmm," was Gabrielle's only response before sheeid a smile on her lips when
the queen approached. "Welcome, Queen Velasca."

The queen smiled at the warrior-bard and dismougtgckly. "Thank you, Queen
Gabrielle." She then suddenly gave a puzzled lddk... you've changed quite a bit
since I've last seen you."

"I'm afraid | am not the same Queen Gabrielle y@uthinking of."

Velasca's expression went from puzzled to complem@hfused.

Solari chuckled lightly at the look and decideciplain the situation. "Well, have
you heard the tales of a hero that came from anetbdd to change the Conqueror?”

"Yesss... she supposedly looks like Queen Gabrie.elasta glanced back to the
warrior-bard and then laughed. "Looks like? Well gertainly are a perfect copy."

The smaller warrior gave a small grin. "Well, | &abrielle just from another world."”
"And an Amazon | do hope...?" further inquired theeju.

"Yes," replied the Amazon Queen quickly. "l am @eeen of the Amazons in my
world and | am the Queen here until the rightfub@u returns."

"Yes, I've heard the predicament but | was unsurena received the letter from
Queen Gabirielle. | guess this would explain evengimow."

Gabrielle faintly nodded then said, "How about @adeet care of your horses and direct
you to your huts."



"Thank you," replied Velasca.

Solari and the Queen led the group of Amazons tirdhe village and took them
first to the stables to let the Amazons on horselsgable their horses. Afterwards
they went to the west side of the village wheredlveere several vacated huts set up
for two Amazons at a time. Gabrielle announcedh&Amazons to choose a partner
and select whatever hut they desired. The war@od-and Solari then escorted
Velasca to her hut, which was closer to the ceofttbe village.

"l hope this will be satisfactory enough," commengolari.

Velasca smiled lightly. "I'm sure it is, thank you.

Gabrielle crossed her arms against her chest dtheldskeer hard eyes on the other
gueen. "Later this afternoon, before dinner, vii@lhaving a brief meeting. So we can
catch you up-to-date on what's been happening tigcen

"That would be great."

"Get some rest till then,” recommended the Amazaeed.

Velasca slightly nodded at the idea and steppedhet hut with her saddlebag of
belongings.

Once the hut door closed, Gabrielle quickly turaad marched off.

Solari furrowed her eyebrows but then hurried afrfriend. "Gabrielle, is
everything okay?"

The small warrior sighed and quickly came to a stbgo not like Velasca here," she
slightly growled.

"Gabrielle, she is highly regarded by all Am-"
"Is that so?" hissed the bard, "I'd like to knovghiny thinks the same thing."

The second in command let her mouth stay hangieg gr several moments before
finally saying, "No she doesn't think much of Veas

"And why is that?"

"Because Velasca... well she has a different wayhing things sometimes."
"That's exactly it." Gabrielle placed her handshenhips. "She does not do it the
Amazon way, she does it her way." She took a dtegecto her friend. "Do you know
what she did in my world?"

"What?" squeaked out the Amazon.

"She doublecrossed me, stole some of my Amazopgedmato get lucky and get some
ambrosia. And after she ate it, she attacked myzams, and was bent on killing



me." She paused for a second then added, "I diikecinybody that endangers my
Amazons." She continued walking to the village.

Solari let her shoulders drop as she stood thetehivey her friend disappear ahead.

~Fk ko

"The Conqueror?" repeated the queen, a slightflitimour in her tone. "The
Conqueror?"

Gabrielle raised an eyebrow at Velasca. "Yes, tiegQeror. Is there a problem?"

Velasca shook her head and replied, "I just cati¢be she's going to work with us...
instead of against us."

"Neither can I," muttered Solari under her breathduickly looked up as if she didn't
say anything.

"She will... trust me," stated Gabrielle. She theméad her head back to the entire
group. "As I'm sure you know, | have the Amazonsigg prepared... some I've
already sent out to Sinteres's as outposts, intbasgvo thieves need any extra help."”
She then straightened up, lifting her hands offlding table, and continuing to stand
behind the chair at the head of the table. "I thivdt about covers it...?"

"Just what happens if say the Conqueror does tuussomehow, what are our plans
then?" questioned Velasca.

The small warrior sighed during the few secondshstteto think. "Then we pray we
can take her."

Velasca huffed in her seat and looked away fronother queenwe'll see just how
good the Conqueror is nowhe grumbled to herself.

~*Part 15*~

The three Egyptians stood tall at the end of thek@md the one in the middle held a
lit torch. The other two, however, hurried to htip ship dock against the pier head
of the marina. The other ships from Callisto'stfldeo were docked but in various
slips down the pier of the marina.

"Drop the gangplank!" ordered Callisto. One of then scrambled to lower the
gangplank down to the dock and as soon as helgidhtee Egyptians boarded the
ship.

Callisto met the men near the top of the gangplank.

"Welcome, Captain,” greeted the Egyptian with treh.

"Thank you," replied Callisto in her light voicds'the Queen home tonight?"

"She is and she is waiting inside for you and yoen."



Callisto smirked a bit. "Wonderful. Let me get mymen' and you can escort us
there."

"Yes of course," replied the man.

The Captain disappeared ahead, going down sevepa ®© the galley of the ship
where she bumped into her 'men."' "We're docked."

Xena nodded.

Callisto turned and headed back up the steps wetieXEve, Cyane, and Varia
following behind. She led them to Egyptians andodticed them. "This is Xena, her
daughter Eve and two Amazons... Cyane and Queen.Varia

"Very nice to meet you, ladies," replied the mathwhe torch and he bowed is head.
"I am Torrid... but better known as Ra." He sudddned while saying, "Please
follow me."

The group went down the ramp and onto the doclk, blo®ts echoing as they made
their way to the palace. At the door of the pakheze were two guards keeping post
as they entered inside then went to throne roorardthe Queen of Egypt sat at her
throne with a priest beside her and heavy builtdua

"Welcome to Egypt, ladies.” Queen Cleopatra stqpdnd came down the steps to
welcome her guests. "My, my you do look exactlyresConqueror,” she commented
to the Watrrior Princess.

Xena grinned. "So I've heard."”

Cleopatra smiled and looked to Callisto, her siaiietly falling. "Its good to see you
again, Captain."

"I wish | could say the same," whispered Callister, right eyebrow raised up.

The Queen ignored the comment and looked to ther tihee women she did not
know. "And these ladies?"

"This is Eve," began Xena, "then Cyane and QueeaiaVa

"Queen?" repeated Cleopatra.

"Queen of the Amazons," explained Varia, "in my Mtdhat is."

"Its wonderful to meet another queen then," jokézb@atra lightly.

"l assume you received the Conqueror's message?fupted the Captain.
Queen Cleopatra turned her attention to Callisto skone cold look masking her

features. "l did and | will be providing you withem and a guide to help you on your
mission."



"We won't need any men," stated Callisto hotly.€ @onqueror provided us with
plenty of men."

The Queen of Egypt chuckled amusingly. "Well I'maaf, Captain it wasn't a request
from the Conqueror... it was an order. And | do glakeep my Conqueror happy.”
She narrowed her eyes. "Not her sea Captain."

Callisto only smirked as she grind her teeth guietl

"I'm sure you all could use a break tonight."

"We could." Xena folded her arms and dropped hadhe one side. "But we'd like to
leave at first light."

"Yes of course." Cleopatra turned to Torrid, whaosk by the entranceway. "Torrid."
The man crossed the throne room and came to thern@usde.

"Please escort these ladies to their rooms. Anigiwiet my guard captain know that
at first light he will be leaving for Gurkhan's."

"Yes of course, my Queen." Torrid bowed his heatditamed to escort the women
into the main portion of the palace.

"Goodnight,” called Cleopatra. She stood therevaatthed them leave before sighing

to herself, her eyes directly on Callisto's ba&te'll be the death of us." With a
shake of her head, she decided it was best faolretire for the night.

"What'd you think of that, mother?"

Xena leaned her sword against the wall and plaeedlmkram on the nightstand
beside the table. "I'd say they don't get alonigg'jsked.

"Mmmm," agreed Eve. She came up behind her motiathalped her unbuckle her
brass armour. "Did you come up with a plan on hogedt Cyane and | into Gurkhan's
palace."

The older woman grinned and asked, "Have you eested to be a belly dancer?”
"What?" choked out Eve.

Xena turned around while pulling her armour off.3élly dancer?"

"Um... no not really." The daughter lifted an eyebréWhat are you planning?"

The warrior shrugged and went to place her armoumdon a sofa nearby. "Simple,
you're going to do what Gabrielle and | had to@edve Sara."”



"And that was become belly dancers?" chided Eve.

The Warrior Princess sat down on the sofa nexetamour and began untying her
boots. "We got into Gurkhan's lair by being soldlkasves... it was the only way to get
close enough to Gurkhan without being killed. Itsatvyou and Cyane are going to
have to do."

Eve nodded and asked, "Once we get Gabrielle, ddvate do?"

"That's where it gets a bit fuzzy."

"Well... what'd you and... mom do?"

Xena peered up at hearing her daughter call Gébriedm, it made her smile.
"Your... mom and I..." She stopped midway as she remdwe boots. "...we ended
up killing Gurkhan then escaping with Sara... luckpegh."

"Then we can do the same."

"True but..." Xena sat back in the sofa. "you havkdep in mind that they have
Gabrielle... Queen of the Amazons. Anybody and | meaybody would love to get
their hands on her. Sara... she was easier sincgahpist a slave with no other
importance to anybody."

"And it's not simple enough to get Gabrielle, Bluirkhan in his... sleep, then
escape?"”

"Its not that, Eve." Xena sighed and stated, "lI'dilnmk Cyane can handle killing
Gurkhan... not like that."

The daughter realized what her mother meant angbeher head a bit. She kept
thinking as her heart sunk a bit and she decidsd ttown in a chair across from her
mother. "l can kill him," she finally said.

"Eve," warned Xena.

"Mother, you know I can... I'm more than capable andiling it."

"I know that, Eve but you are on the path of Godot the warrior." The warrior sat
forward, her arms resting on her legs. "You cam'ticht."”

Eve raised an eyebrow. "l can... and I'm going tcehtay mother. There's no other
way... I'm not God's messenger... | never can be. lhwas to be a warrior,” she
whispered.

Xena licked her lips; she swallowed down a lumpen throat. "Look Eve, do not kill
him unless its your last resort, alright?"

Eve simply nodded.

The warrior nodded back then stood up. "Come omeesl some rest."”



The pair gathered themselves and climbed intoatgelbed, hoping soon enough to
sleep.

~k Lk ko
Autolycus stood still at the bottom of the stepsiistrict formation.

lolaus also did the same but sighed a bit, he'd banding like this for three
candlemarks now and nothing was happening likpaiter planned on.

"Any minute now," muttered the King of Thieves.
"I've heard that eleven times already,” grumblexisimaller thief.
"It should be pretty soon," called Palamon, "theyags come in around this time."

"Gods | hope so." lolaus sighed and leaned agthestvall, his right hand resting on
his sword.

Suddenly the door jerked open and two soldiers datodhe jail. They hurried down
the steps, each holding a tray of food for thegoss.

"We heard you boys got stuck on dungeon duty faresstupid bickering," joked on
of the soldiers.

"Yeah, yeah," replied Autolycus. "Shove it up yteathers."

The soldier that made the comment huffed whileotiher one snickered. Then they
marched down the isle way to the cell. One soldsrded the other one his tray and
took a ring of keys off his belt. He quickly unlazkthe cell and took one tray at a
time, placing them on the floor.

Autolycus flickered his eyes to his partner.

lolaus slightly nodded and gripped his sword &littarder.

The two soldiers begin heading back for the sttex locking the cell.

lolaus tensed up and right when the soldier orsikis came close enough, he drew
his sword and stabbed the man in the stomach.

The other soldier froze briefly but quickly grablded sword.

The King of Thieves had reacted faster with hisrshdrawn and easily rammed his
blade into the soldier's chest. He ripped out lagdédand stood there as the soldier fell
down and landed on top of the other one. "Well..t tarked so far.”

The smaller thief shook his head and knelt dowrdendheathing his sword. He
unhooked the ring of keys and hurried down to #le c



The King of Thieves followed behind helping hiefrd jerk open the cell door.
"Ready to go?" asked lolaus with a smile.

Eponin smiled back, she started to stand up. "Hadhs growled.

"What's wrong?"

The Amazon gazed up at Autolycus. "l don't have mmateength.”

"Neither do I," admitted Palamon.

"What you mean?" quickly asked lolaus, "Why digoti say anything before?"
Eponin sighed while slowly and carefully gettingmher feet but she fell back
against the wall, her breathing laboured. "I dentiw... I've been feeling this way

since I've gotten here."

"Me too." Palamon ran his fingers through his kéiile tightly gripping a bar of the
cell.

"Since you've been here?" lolaus repeated. "Hmmmuvanider," he thought aloud.
He knelt down beside the food the soldiers haddirband lifted some of the food up
on the tips of fingers. He carefully smelled it¢@ithen licked it. "Yup... there's
something in this stuff to keep you feeling weasurfe kinda of sedative."

"How come we didn't notice from the start?"

lolaus looked up at Palamon while standing bacKTipey probably used smaller
guantities then so that you wouldn't notice urailgot use to the stuff. It's a great
way to keep a prisoner sedate."

"That explains why they give us such nice food ffduliout Eponin.

"Its worth the nicer food if it keeps the prisongtset and easier to handle,” pointed
out Autolycus. "You think you two can walk at all?"

"Yeah we'll be fine." Eponin glanced at Palamonpmimodded his agreement.

"Let's get out of here then." The King of Thieveaahed around his back and pulled
out to sets of cuffs. "We'll keep these loose sogan get out of them."

The pair nodded and held their hands out, Autolyuson one pair and lolaus put
the other pair on Eponin. Afterwards, the groupdeebup the stairs, the two prisoners
in the front and the thieves behind with their stgodrawn.

"So what you plan to say if anybody asks what weaieg with the prisoners?"
inquired lolaus.

Autolycus shrugged as he opened the jail dooktHhithk of something at the spur of
the moment."



lolaus sighed at his partner's answer but deciolégbive it. He went outside with the
prisoners into the cool night, happy there was skime of darkness to cover them.

After Autolycus locked the jail back up he cameihdtihe prisoners again. The
group quietly walked through the centre of the foaking their way to the gates.
They noted all the guards at the top along theswathnding guard not towards them
but towards the forest that surround the compound.

"What we gonna do about the two guards at the atePmured lolaus.

"I don't know yet," muttered the King of Thieves.

And as they neared the gates, those two guardstdemswords and stepped
forward.

"lolaus, whatever happens don't let either of thopssrds touch that bell.”

The small thief nodded, knowing exactly what woliéppen if the bell was sounded.
"Who goes there?" called a guard. He squintedy@s a bit but he recognized the
two prisoners immediately when the group approaché&that are you doing with the
prisoners?" He grabbed his sword without drawing it

The other guard however unsheathed his sword, tdag the situation.

"Well you see," started Autolycus, "we're takingrito Lord Sinteres."

"Sinteres's office is that way, you idiots." Hemted in the direction with his free
hand.

Autolycus looked in that direction and nodded. fSe... my mistake." He smiled
back at the guard. There was one brief secondesfca then he shoved Palamon to
one side and fisted up his hand. He punched thelgumare in the face.

lolaus did the same, pushing the weapons mastereéside and bringing his sword at
the guard but his sword clashed against the guard's

Both Palamon and Eponin had fallen to the grountipbthe way, and too weak to
get up quickly.

Autolycus had started sword fighting against hipagent.

Palamon saw that the King of Thieves was having aftirouble fighting the guard
so he tried giving a hard kick up with his righofoHe smashed his boot right
between the guard's legs.

"Oh fuck," moaned the guard, his hands directingdietween his legs.

"That was cruel," stated Autolycus jokingly. "Bugaod idea." He grabbed the
guard's shoulders and rammed his knee betweenghis fags as well.



The guard squealed and fell on the ground holdingélf.

lolaus's enemy was still fighting and was tryingnear the bell alarm. lolaus quickly
stopped him when he brought his sword around atibst the guard in the side.

The soldier dropped his sword and fell on his knees
lolaus turned to help Eponin up while Autolycusgeel Palamon to his feet.
The bell rang.

"Shit!" yelled lolaus as he swung around with Wi®sd and drove the blade into the
guard's chest.

The guard released the bell's rope and finallytéethe ground.
"Come on, let's get out of here," ordered Autolycus
"Stop them!" yelled a few soldiers across the coumglo

lolaus looked behind Eponin, when she was standing,saw several groups of
soldiers racing after them.

"Get 'em! They have the prisoners!"

"The prisoners are escaping!"

"Time to go," announced Autolycus. He whirled ard@amd kicked the gates open.
Draco came rushing out of his room half dressashiform. He quickly realized what
was happening and yelled out, "Stop them! andlkdke soldiers!" He growled

before disappearing into his room again to throvitarest of his uniform.

By then, Autolycus and lolaus were out of the gaté dragging Palamon and the
Amazon behind them.

"Can we go a little faster?" screamed lolaus.

"We're trying," growled Eponin, "we're too weak."

The King of Thieves looked behind and saw soldwersing up from behind with
swords out and torches burning. "You two are gémigave to try a little more if you
want to stay alive." He then felt his ears ringimth the sounds of horse beats. "Oh
no," he whispered.

lolaus glanced back and confirmed his partner'siegrthere were ten men on
horseback coming after them and one of them wasdrt&Ve're not going to make it

now.'

As the runaways made it deeper into the foresy, khew they'd be dead in seconds,



as the horse beats became closer and closer.

The King of Thieves looked ahead and suddenly satalnflashing and small fires in
the air moving quickly towards them. "Oh Hades."

The rest of the group realized exactly what wagpbkamg as the enemy surrounded
them. They gave up, coming to a complete stopemiiddle of the dark forest.

lolaus turned his back to Autolycus, facing the poomd. "Been nice workin' with
yah, Auto."

"You too," muttered the King of Thieves.

The first person on horseback to come into view eaming from deep in the forest.
The rider reappeared out of the darkness on a gt¢ldese and gave out a war cry.
The rider came directly at the group of runawayh\sword drawn.

Autolycus took a deep breath and closed his eyating for the sword to rip through
his chest. And he waited. He opened one eye slightll carefully but then both his
eyes flew open when the rider came right up to thiem the horse leapt over him and
lolaus.

"Wait... | know that horse." The King of Thieves cklicspun around.

lolaus squinted and said, "I know that rider's hslieath, and armour.” He laughed to
himself.

"The Conqueror,"” whispered Palamon, and he sigheelief.

Suddenly ten women dropped from the trees above thigh masks on and swords
out.

"Attack them!" yelled one of the Amazons.
Nine of those Amazons disappeared into the nigtading to attack Draco's men.

Then there was a surge of fifty horseback soldtsas swept past the runaways
heading after Draco and his men.

The one Amazon remaining turned to the group. "Weljood to see you again, Ep."
She pulled her mask back and curly red hair felVido

"Amarice." The weapons master smiled and huggedriemd. "What you doing
here?"

"Gabrielle sent us here to make sure everything aieight."
"Thank Artemis she did."

Amarice smiled but looked away when she saw four orehorseback came up to the
group.



The leader of the group smiled down at them. "Naceee you again, sir."
Palamon returned the smile to his soldier. "Youy tmxer."
"Can we offer you four a lift back to camp?" inadrJoxer, the second in command.

"Would love one," confessed Eponin. She took Jexeahd and felt herself hefted up
into the saddle behind him.

"See you at the camp, Ep," called Amarice. Sheeshbkefore pulling her mask down;
she left for the battle ahead.

The others gathered themselves onto a horse ardridden back to the Conqueror's
camp.

~Fk ko

"So what did you have planned at that point, Autos?" The Conqueror folded her
arms over her chest and revealed an amused smile.

"I really don't know, Conqueror." He laughed to katf. "l just planned on you
appearing out of the darkness to save the day."

The ruler huffed. "I could tell." She dropped hana to her side again, walking to the
entrance of her tent, she said, "Get some regglittriutolycus. Tomorrow we'll
discuss the... bill."

"That'd be great, my liege."”

"Uh huh." Xena held up the flap for the smaller naarhe passed through.
"Goodnight."

"Goodnight, my liege."

The Conqueror waited a brief moment before decitngee how the Amazon and
her guard captain were doing now. She quietlydett went to Eponin's tent first.

Amarice glanced over when she saw the tall rukgp stside of the tent; she
immediately stood up.

Eponin sat up more in her bed, her full attentiarttee ruler.
"How you feel?" The Conqueror's voice broke thersik first.
"Still weak."

"l can imagine." The Conqueror took a step closehé foot of the bed. "Sinteres
likes to use a lot of sedatives with his prisonemasier to deal with them."

"I've come to notice it," the weapons master jokglotly.



"By tomorrow you should be a lot better," promisked ruler.
Eponin nodded and then asked, "Have you heard iagytftom Gabrielle?"

"No but tomorrow I'm expected at the Amazon villalgeeard reports that the other
gueen has arrived at the village."

Eponin nodded a couple of times. "Anything on Qué&abrielle?"

"Nothing yet," confessed the ruler. "I hope to estereport in a few days of their
progress. They should have arrived in Egypt by how.

The weapons master pressed her lips togethertdraash twisting a little.

"Get some rest tonight. There's a guard tonigkibat tent in case you need
anything." The Conqueror turned to leave

Eponin hesitated for a second but spoke out. "Thagku, Conqueror.”

The ruler glanced back and gave a nod; a faintesondased her lips slowly before she
disappeared out of the tent. She stood near thereet of the tent.

Amarice let out the breath she'd been holding thieestime. "That woman always
scares the feathers off me."”

"Amarice... get over her," joked the weapon's master.

The Conqueror grinned to herself at hearing the Zana comments. With a chuckle,
she walked off. She directly went to Palamon's temwheck on him.

"Conqueror," greeted the guard captain, he tri¢tingeout of the bed.
"Stay there, Palamon.” The Conqueror came ovdrddédside. "How you feeling?"
"Better... some of that poison has worked out of me."

"Good to hear." Xena placed her left hand up orbieerailing. "I'm going to need
you when this fight comes against Sinteres."

"What are the plans so far, my liege?"

"The Amazons will be here soon, | plan to surroGnateres's compound and cut off
any supply routes."

"Starve them some huh?"

"Exactly," replied the ruler, "then once we knowe@un Gabrielle is alive and safe,
we'll attack Sinteres. Finished this stupid game."

Palamon sat up a little in the bed. "What is gangvith Queen Gabrielle?"



"Fortunately, Xena and Gabrielle are here to help."”
The guard captain grinned. "Ah and they're offiggtQueen Gabrielle...?"

"Not quite, Xena, her daughter and two Amazonstheftother day to get Queen
Gabrielle."

"And Gabirielle is with the Amazons?"
The Conqueror nodded.

Palamon lowered his eyes while he thought about/thiag that was happening.
"Sounds like everything is falling out well."

"So far," stated the ruler. "Let's not get cockstjyet.”
"Mmmm," agreed Palamon.

Xena moved away from the bed, retreating to thestemtrance. "Get some rest,
Palamon."

"You too, my liege."

The ruler took one step out but stopped and tubae#t. "By the way, I've decided to
make you my general now, Palamon."

The guard captain blinked.

The Conqueror laughed quietly as she left the tent.

"Thank you, my liege," he squeaked out.

Xena took a deep breath until she couldn't fill tleest anymore with air. She quietly
went through the dark camp back to her tent. Skieetba few of her men relaxing
around a campfire and decided to... encourage thBmc&me up quietly behind
them. "l suggest you, ladies do something a Iitttee productive than keeping your
asses warm by the fire," she growled as she eméefede her men.

The four soldiers scrambled onto their feet attelyd stopped laughing from a joke
from earlier.

"Sorry, my liege," called one soldier.

They quickly hurried off to take a post around ¢thenp.

The Conqueror looked towards where they ran ofhid'Ane of you dowse this fire!"
she yelled hotly. She unclenched her teeth andreged her journey to her tent. Once

inside, she unattached her sword and chakramnglaicem beside her bed. Lying
down, she stared up at the tent, her mind wondedagit what laid ahead of her.



Her entire world was changing and she had littlgti@ over much of it. She'd always
had control over her own destiny, her path bubatstame time she had to wonder if
she really had a choice in the matter of her fate.

As of right now, she was too concerned about theaaad. She knew it'd be easy to
win this battle against Sinteres, she had littleries of defeat. The only defeat she
did have fear over was Queen Gabrielle's deathw@alsa't there in Egypt so she had
no control of what happens to the Queen. She ctdtiamd not knowing what was
going on within Gurkhan's palace. The only thingttkept her from going insane was
knowing Xena, her counterpart, was there to superthie entire mission.

Yet, she still felt this dread in her that made $t@ver each time she thought of
Queen Gabirielle being lost in the middle of alttos. And the fact that she felt this
dread towards Queen Gabrielle's death made hdulféar her very destiny. She'd

never been conquered in her life and promised Henseer to be conquered by
anybody... or anything.

Section 4

~Fk ko

The Conqueror lifted her right hand after she séobfirgo. She listened to the rattling
of her men's amour and weapons come to a deadsesjlshe lowered her hand back
down to her saddle.

The two Amazons at the gates of the Amazon Natopnaached the ruler.
"Conqueror, what can we help you with?"

"Queen Gabrielle asked for me." The ruler shiftéittla in her saddle. "I believe she
would want her weapons master back." She signble# to a bit to an Amazon
riding on a horse.

The two Amazons smiled when they saw Eponin saehted on a warhorse.

"Go on," ordered one of the guards.

One Amazon went through the slightly opened gatelsrashed off in their search to
find the Queen.

Palamon moved a little uneasily in his saddle.
"How you feel?" asked the Conqueror quietly.
The general sighed before replying, "Still a littteak... and saddle sore."

Xena softly laughed to herself and with an amused,lturned her head back to the



gates right when Gabrielle stepped through them.
"Welcome back, Conqueror."

The ruler smiled down at her friend. "Nice to sea ngain. | brought back a gift."
She turned her head towards Eponin.

llEp?ll

The weapons master smiled then carefully dismouinted her horse and came up to
Gabrielle to hug her.

"Glad you made it back safely," whispered the vearbard.
"Me too," joked the weapons master.

Ephiny and Solari were next to snake through thesyaf the village. They too saw
Eponin and went to greet her happily.

The warrior-bard neared the Conqueror; her heaplpiing back some to gaze up at
the dark ruler. "Thank you."

"You're welcome." The ruler kept her back stifftle saddle, her posture rather calm.
"The men I've brought with me are for the Amazoshe half turned her head, giving
a signaled with her right hand.

A young man approached on horseback to the Congsiside.

"This is my new guard captain, Joxer."

The guard captain smiled at the Amazon Queen.

"Nice to meet you, Queen Gabrielle," greeted Joxer.

Gabirielle stared at the man, blinked, and shoolhbad; an amused look took over
her features. "By the God, I'd never would havegimed," she whispered to herself.

"What's wrong?" inquired the ruler.

"Nothing, Conqueror... its just in my world, our Joxecould never imagine as
quite... well the soldier."

Xena raised an eyebrow at this before saying, 'tJoas been one of my finest since |
started my campaign to conquer the known-world."

Gabrielle simply nodded her understanding. "Thamk, YConqueror. | know the
Nation could use the extra protection.” She thek eocouple of steps back towards
the gates. "Please come into the Nation."

"Thank you." Xena dismounted her mare before fabegguard captain. "Joxer, see
to it that the men setup a perimeter around th@Nathen meet us in the village."”



"Yes of course, my liege." Joxer turned his horseiad and ordered the men to
follow him.

Gabrielle, however, escorted Palamon and the Caagueto the village. Ephiny,
Solari, and the weapons master tagged along b&ahdelle.

"Have my ten Amazons been cordial with you?" askadbrielle.

"Yes," simply answered the ruler but then she adtigtky were rather helpful in
stopping Draco and a few of his men earlier."

"I take it then it was a bit difficult for Autolycsuand lolaus to make it out of the fort?"
"Yes some but... they managed." The Conqueror grinned
The Amazon Queen chuckled. She then came to amalitalled, "Teresa?"

Teresa came out of the stables and spotted hemQées, Gabrielle?" She quickly
marched over to the group.

"Can you please take our guests' horses?"
The young Amazon nodded and took the reins fromaX@rd then Palamon.

Solari nudged Eponin carefully. "Here, give me ybarse's reigns. | can take care of
him."

"Thanks, Solar."

"No problem.” The second in command smiled befoliewing Teresa into the
stables.

The warrior-bard placed her hands behind her belekpeered up at her tall, dark
friend. "l want you to meet the other queen ofAlneazons."

"I'd appreciate that." The Conqueror held out teerdcto the younger woman to lead
the way.

Gabrielle briefly smiled then showed the group &agca’'s hut. Once she was at the
door, she knocked three times.

Velasca quickly answered the door, her featuresddiately going hard at seeing the
Conqueror. "Conqueror," she stated rather harshly.

The ruler's eyes faintly narrowed.

"Conqueror, this is Queen Velasca. She has beermngia smaller village north of
here."

The Conqueror nodded, still studying the other qu¥elasca made her skin crawl.



The small warrior then directed to the general.dAms is Palamon."
Velasca forced on a smile towards Palamon.

Gabrielle noted the silence and felt her own skawt at the tension. "Velasca, join
us. We're going to my hut to discuss what's ahead."

The queen acknowledged her answer, closing thetddwer hut and following the
group to the Queen's hut.

Once inside, the group sat or stood in varioussspithin the Queen's hut.

"Has there been any word from Xena yet, Conqueriotiired the warrior-bard as
she set on the corner of the desk.

"Nothing," answered the Conqueror, "but there sthdnel something soon here."

Gabrielle simply nodded and folded her arms ag&iesthest. "Has anybody
discussed the plans with you, Eponin?"

The weapons master shook her head in response.

"Okay, the way things are working right now is Xeg&ae, and two other Amazons
have gone to Egypt. They are going to get Queemi&@kbout and then Gurkhan will
be disposed of." She paused before continuinggesch. "After we hear word that
the Queen is safe, we will attack Sinteres."

"We?" The weapons master raised an eyebrow.

"We...." Gabrielle pointed to the ruler. "The Amazaml the Conqueror."”

"But-"

"We have a treaty to uphold, Eponin,” cut off Splgine gave her friend a challenging
look.

The weapons master's expression switched, ancéphed, "l didn't know."

The warrior-bard slightly smiled to herself at #exond in command's interjection.
"Hopefully the fight against Sinteres and Dracd wi well."

"What do you need of me?" questioned the weapossema

"Do you think you're up to this, Ep?" Gabrielldéd herself off the corner of the
table. "I need you but | do not want you strained."”

The weapons master shook her head. "I'm an Amabkats answer enough."

Gabrielle accepted the response. "l need you tb@iganizing the Amazons with
Solari's help." Her eyes flickered to Solari biyefien back to the weapons master.



"You two are to organize them and then setup vartoaps in the forest. And with
Palamon's help... if that is okay by the Conquer&t® switched her attention to the
dark ruler.

The Conqueror slowly nodded. "Palamon will be haggpgssist. Correct?"

"Yes of course, my liege."

"Alright." Gabrielle sighed while thinking for a meent.

"What if Sinteres and Draco do not leave the comp@U cut in Velasca. "What
then?"

The ruler chewed on her lower lip before posingaswer, "We'll have to attack
them then."

"Oh great, like we have the man power for thatgied Velasca.

The Conqueror sharply turned her head to the qu¥ewn. may not but | certainly
do... Queen Velasca."

Gabrielle quickly straightened off the desk andktastep forward. "The Conqueror is
right, we will have to attack. We cannot leave thbere."

"Even | have seen that fortress, it is built badk ia small cliff side," started the
gueen. "There is no way in Tartarus we can bretkthat compound.”

"There is a way," broke in Eponin. "I think I'veesea way while Palamon and | were
there."

"What was that?" questioned the regent.
"I think | recall seeing some kind of...." She coutdimd the right word for it.

"It was a type of mining shatft,” finished Palamutirthink they use to mine in that
cliff side before it became a fortress."

Eponin nodded her agreement. "Yes, it was welld@aover so neither of us could
see in there very well."

The Conqueror had her eyebrows furrowed togethshasonsidered this new
information. "Palamon, request Joxer to come iHer

"Yes, my liege." The general quickly left the hatsearch of Joxer.

"What are you thinking?" inquired the Queen.

The Conqueror came to when she heard Gabrielle&s.viBack at the castle | have
geographic maps of all the lands I've conquerethde sure to keep detailed records

from every valley to mining shaft to creek. Justase | ever ended up fighting in
those lands again | at least knew the terrain twethke to my advantage.”



"You think you might have this mining shaft in yaecords?" queried Solari.
"Most likely." The Conqueror grinned.
"Did the shaft look large, Ep?"

The weapons master glanced to the warrior-bardatiYewas pretty large, three
people wide easy."

"Does anybody know what the terrain is like goimgtlie cliff?"
"It's fairly jagged," replied Velasca. "I think vean scale it if need be."

"Hmmmm." Gabrielle lowered her head a bit while idering this new information.
"We'll have to work on that."

Palamon and Joxer then entered into the hut.

"My liege?" Joxer bowed his head before straigimgtiack up.
"Joxer, | need you to send a fast rider back teAs"

"For what, my liege?"

The Conqueror completely faced the smaller man.y@orecall my maps of the
different areas?"

"Yes of course."

"Whoever you send will need to pick up the maplandrea that Sinteres's compound
is located." She paused for a moment. "It'll bthemmwestern Greece section.”

"It'll be done, my liege. I'll send somebody now."
"Good."
Joxer left as quickly as he came, in search ofdsitest rider.

"Okay Velasca, Solari, and Eponin why don't yoeéhstart organizing the Amazons.
Please have your Amazons group up with GabrieNeiazons, Velasca."

The queen nodded. "Of course." She started foddloe with the second in command
and Eponin following behind her.

After they left, Gabrielle peered up at the ConqueélSo, what you think about that
mine shaft?"

An evil grin broke out across the ruler's face.

"Oh boy," muttered the regent, which only made iala laugh quietly.



Eve sighed as she gazed down at her new attican" believe this. | didn't even wear
stuff this revealing when | was the Roman general.”

Xena chuckled at her daughter's words. "I knowg 8ien glanced over to the other
side of the tent to Cyane. "Are you ready now?"

"I think so," replied the Amazon.

Varia suddenly rushed into the changing tent. "Comethey've started the auctions
for the slaves. And Gurkhan is here himself."

"Even better," muttered Xena. "You'll have to takee of them, Varia. | can't be
seen."

"Alright," replied the queen. "Let's go."
Quickly Cyane and Eve followed Varia out of thetten

"Torrid is waiting off to the side of steps on thlatform,” whispered the queen as she
mingled her way through the crowd. "He'll be augithg you two off."

"Alright," replied Eve. "Is there anything we shdwo to... attract Gurkhan's
attention?"

"Yeah... look sexy," half teased the queen. She agmte the side of the stage and
found Torrid. "Here they are, Ra."

The Egyptian nodded and went up two steps of th#qom to come near a man. "I've
got my slaves ready anytime the auctioneer is réady

"Okay," replied the man simply. He then noted thetianeer finished his current
auction so he quickly approached him. He whispsmdething to him.

The auctioneer happily smiled at his crowd and he&chands out towards Eve and
Cyane. "And the best part of this slave auctioouistwo Amazonian belly dancers!"

"Oh great,” grumbled Eve.
Cyane laughed quietly as she was pushed up the Isyeporrid.

Xena's daughter followed behind and forced a styagn her lips when she came onto
the stage before the slavers.

The auctioneer instantly started getting bids lertivo women. He quickly started
yelling out for 100 ducats for them both then 1@kofved by 150 and the price kept
climbing.

"So how much you think they'll get?" quietly askeallisto as she appeared beside the



Warrior Princess.

Xena raised an eyebrow at the naval captain. "Abi&i' She folded her arms across
her chest as she stood in front of the tent.

"l can imagine," agreed the captain. "Especiallyrygaughter.” She grinned as her
eyes lit up at the warrior.

The warrior bit slightly on the inside of her moutBo have you met Queen Cleopatra
before?" she inquired in an amused tone.

Callisto raised an eyebrow at the other woman. 'jManes."

"Really?" Xena grinned at the captain. "You two ‘tleeem to get along too well."
"Noooo... I'm afraid we don't have good relations."

"Hmmm." The warrior tried to think about why theyaynnot and a thought came to
mind once she put herself in the Conqueror's slhi&® makes for a pretty good
Queen of Egypt huh?"

Callisto said nothing.

"l can see why the Conqueror left her to governdEgyKXena nodded a few times.
"The people here are extremely loyal to her... areb@étra is loyal to the
Conqueror."

"She always has been," agreed the naval captain.

"She is probably a little more loyal than some én realm.” Xena directed a smug
look at Callisto.

Callisto raised an eyebrow at the Warrior Princé3sly because Cleopatra is
desperate to keep her little kingdom. I'd fuck @mnqueror too if | was weak as she."”
She shrugged before gazing back at the stage.hH&e got two of the Conqueror's
fingers... and I've got her navy," reminded the capda she disappeared in the
crowd.

Xena ran her tongue along the front of her teetbhasstared at Callisto briefly. "In
my world and in the next, some things never chamgeher." She then caught sight
of Varia weaving her way through the people. "Hephé greeted.

"You think this'll work out?" questioned the queen.

"It has too," replied the warrior quietly.

"Well far as | can tell Gurkhan is not interestedhe.has yet to bid."

"Give him a chance." Xena glanced at the slavee'sust waiting."

"For?"



The warrior licked her lips. "To give the highe&l.b
"l hope you're right," muttered the Amazon.

The auction for the two belly dancers came to aeaun 600 ducats. The auctioneer
continued calling out 600 ducats once, twice, daah the last third.

"1000 ducats!" yelled Gurkhan.

The auctioneer spun around in his spot to poitheaslaver. "1000 ducats!" He then
focused on the crowd again. "1000 ducats can aryybedt that? Going once... going
twice... going three." And then pointed back at Garklguickly. "Sold for 1000
ducats." He then gestured for Eve and Cyane teld#s stage.

Xena grinned.

"Bingo," whispered Varia.

Eve gazed around as she was brought into the $&egen room.

Cyane raised an eyebrow as she noted the five wtbr@en in the water. "See her
yet?" she whispered quietly.

"No," muttered the princess. She then slipped batorobe as she neared the edge of
the steam pool. She carefully climbed into the wate

The Amazon quickly followed Eve's example, goingifterwards. Nearing Xena's
daughter, she asked, "She will look like Gabrietbeactly?"

"Pretty much according to mother." Eve smiled &sllaw wife passed by her. After
she left, she uttered, "Just like Gabrielle ex@@fi longer hair and younger
features.”

Cyane nodded faintly and moved away a little frome EShe leaned against the side
of the pool, letting the hot water sooth her.

Eve decided to do the same, taking advantage ofitieesituation. After a few
moments, she closed her eyes and began relaxing.

The Amazon also relaxed, her eyes drifting shut.

Eve then felt the water slightly jounce in a rhytbrmanner, she knew somebody else
just entered the pool. Slowly she opened her aygsrstantly locked onto a small,
blond haired woman. A grin curled the corner of ligs. "Cy," she muttered.

The Amazon quickly opened her eyes and spottedi@lgbacross the pool. "Bingo."
She glanced at her friend then back to the Amaaoee@. "Let's go talk-"



"Not yet," cut off the princess.

Gabrielle noted the two new wives in the pool with rest. She also could tell they
carefully watched her but she continued to ignbest. Shifting through the pool, she
came to a group of women off to one side of thgdaiool.

"Gabrielle," greeted one woman, she smiled as well.

"Hi, Adonia."

The Amazon Queen returned the warm smile. "Howyatedoing, Eboni?"

"Not too bad," replied Eboni.

"Does anybody know who is dancing tonight?" inqdiEshe.

"Not really sure," started Eboni, "It could be @mfd¢hose new wives."

Gabrielle took a quick glimpse at the two womethatother end of the pool. "Does
anybody know who they are?" She turned her attertaxk to her friends.

"Not yet," answered Adonia. "They just arrived."
"Hmmmm." The Amazon Queen furrowed her eyebrowk b# right back.”
"Where you going?" quickly asked Eshe.

"To find out who they are." The Queen shruggedwaded through the water
towards the two Amazons.

"Eve, she's coming over here."

The princess chuckled. "l can tell," she teasehutliyg

Cyane huffed at her friend's words. "This shouldure"

"Excuse me, | know you two must be new here," ath@abrielle.

Eve straightened up instantly and smiled at thdichte of her Gabrielle. "Yes we
are. | am Eve and this is Cyane."

"I'm Gabrielle."

"Nice to meet you." Cyane smiled shyly at the Amragueen.

The bard shook her head a little then asked, "C¥&weyou're from Greece then?"
"Um... yes | am," replied the Amazon.

"l know, the name, Cyane, from where | am fromasywvell known."



Eve chuckled quietly at that.

The Amazon Queen caught the small laugh and jisgdan eyebrow at her. "I know
| have never met you before, but you seem faniilgine stared into warm green eyes.

A very large grin developed on Eve's face. "l thyoki've met my mother at one
point."

Gabrielle became confused. "You're mother?"
The princess folded her arms against her chest.ribd@e is Xena... the hero."
The Amazon Queen's lower jaw went loose.

Suddenly there was a loud footfall as a well drésgeman entered into the steam
room.

Eve noted her angry stance and her eyebrows kndtgther. "Who is she?" she
guestioned loudly.

The woman quickly heard Eve's question and walkexl to her. "Who am 1?" she
growled lowly, "You dare to question the number ariie?"

"I have no idea who you were. I'm sorry," apologiEere.

"Well, that's a good little dog." The number ondéengtraightened up and addressed
all of the women, "New girls, listen up. | am Guakis number one wife, and you are
all dirt. 1 will one day carry his heir. Eventugliyjy son will rule over Gurkhan's
kingdom. Anyone who comes between me and my Lolidedl my wrath. Believe
me, that is when you will truly wish you were dead...

Eve grunted at the woman's threat.

The number one wife's eyes flash at the princesdponse, she kicked Eve directly
in the face. "Bad dog." She then smirked at Evg’grssed expression before walking
out of the steam room.

"Goddamn," hissed Xena's daughter as she wiped tnedylood from under her
nose.

"You okay?" Gabrielle moved closer in to help.

Eve took a deep breath to control her temper. "Yeafine, thanks." She finally felt
her temper come under better control. "She's atoung, I'll give her that."

"She is," agreed the Amazon Queen. "Be careful whatsay." She then took a step
back to give Eve more space. "Xena and Gabriedldnare?" she uttered.

"Yes," answered Cyane. "Along with a number of Aorazfrom Gabrielle's Nation."

"By the gods," whispered the Queen. "What has be@pening? Are Eponin,



Palamon and Ephiny safe?"

"Ephiny is far as we know," whispered Eve. "We'ae sure about Eponin or
Palamon, the Conqueror was working on it when \ite' le

Eve then saw several of the guards entering thardd/e'll talk more about it later...
when it's safer.” She reassured the bard by squgéer shoulders.

"Let's go, whores," ordered a guard.
Callisto halted her army and yelled, "Make campehier
"Think this is far enough?" muttered the queen.

Xena nodded after being near Mogador before irtitregs. "We should be safe
enough from here."

Callisto shifted her horse closer to the other wamnen. "This is actually where the
Conqueror set up camp the year she conquered Matjado

"Nice to know," taunted the Amazon queen.

The naval captain raised an eyebrow. "It'll beeattmusing, personally." She then
pulled her horse's left rein and started ordeiagttoops to set up camp.

Xena slightly turned in her saddle towards the vaest saw the sun would be setting
in about a candlemark. "How about we pitch our2e®@he turned back to Varia.
"We'll then stake out Mogador as best as we caoréefinner. Alright?"

Varia nodded her agreement.

"Come on." The warrior dismounted from her horse e two women went about
pitching their tent. After about twenty minutesythiead the tent well set up.

Varia came up beside the Warrior Princess. "Le&t'see what's happening down
there."

Xena studied the compound through the variouseseattpalm trees. "l just hope
they're okay in there."

"I'm sure they are,"” promised the queen.
Xena only sighed in response then said, "Let'srgtmot."
"Should we tell Callisto?"

The warrior grinned and replied, "Screw her. Lg8s' She started off for the
compound with Varia at her side.



"What are we looking for exactly?"

Xena considered the Amazon's question. "Basich#yeasiest way in and out for all
five of us."

"What are we going to do about Gurkhan?" Varia pduer a second. "Are we killing
him or we leaving that up to Callisto?"

"I'm not sure yet." The Warrior Princess sighedlevbbnsidering her options. "First
we need to find a way to slip in." She chewed anldwer lip briefly. "And | may
need you to pose as one of Gurkhan's wives, Varia."

"Why?" The queen wasn't following the warrior'smpla

"To make sure Eve and Cyane have Queen Gabrialléoacommunicate with them."

Varia considered the Warrior Princess's idea. Vehafeeling we'll have to save the
other wives as well," she mentioned.

"We're going to try our best." Xena then shruggedlee carefully stepped through a
few large boulders in the hard sand. "But | ha¥eeling Queen Gabrielle can handle
them if she hasn't already."” She then saw the camgpooming into view and was
thankful that the sun had finally set in the w&¥ithin a minute, she decided where to
go first. "Alright, Varia." She came to a suddeopst'See where that ledge is on the
wall side?"

"Yeah sure."

"You think you could scale that up to the ledgentijet onto the patrol walk on the
wall top?"

The Amazon considered it then nodded. "As longles/e a rope to climb up, sure.”

"Alright.” Xena then waited for a moment and firyadlaw a guard walking down the
wall. "Hmmm." She folded her arms.

"What we going to do about the guards?”

"Hold on," replied the Warrior Princess. She watttiee guard turn around at the end
of the wall and continue back down the wall. Shented the seconds until he
returned back to the ledge then turn around. "Atrtat means you got thirty seconds
to climb the wall.”

"What if he comes back by then?"

The Warrior Princess grinned at her friend. "Dardtry, you will make it up."

"Now the problem is how to get into the compound.”

"Well...." Xena lowered her hands from across hesthed started walked
backwards, her eyes focused on the end of the Walere you go." She pointed up.



Varia followed the warrior's direction and saw @dat the end of the guard wall.
"Perfect.”

"Let's hope though it'll take you directly into tbastle and not the compound
grounds," mentioned the Warrior Princess. "Alrighgt'll have to do for now." She
then faced the Amazon. "Let's get you back to #regand see if we can find you
some... suitable clothes for the mission."

Varia chuckled at her friend's words. She startatkinvg back to the camp with the
warrior. "'l go in tomorrow night?"

"Yes... we'll give them a day to organize themselves.
The queen nodded. "We need to get Queen Gabrigileféhere soon though."
"l definitely agree, Varia."

~Fk ko

Gabrielle slipped out of her room and saw nobodyéhallway. She brushed back a
few strands behind her ears then walked down thedthe fifth room away from her
own. Quietly she knocked on the door; in respohseadbor opened carefully. "Hey,"
she greeted.

Cyane smiled at the Amazon Queen. "Come in quitBie shoved the door more
open as the bard rushed past.

Eve peered up after hearing the door shut and aoraer enter. "Hi, Queen
Gabrielle." She stood up from her sofa with a srofeher face.

"Hi," greeted back the bard. "And please, it's faabrielle.”

The princess chuckled quietly, nodding her undaditay. "Sit down with us, please.”
Gabirielle took a sofa chair across from the lovia.so

Cyane sat beside Eve on the sofa, her legs cresgecklaxed back into the sofa.
"How was the Conqueror?" hastily asked the Amazoedd.

"She was better when we left."

Gabrielle released a sigh of relief. "Good... | hesird went through the gauntlet and
survived it."

"She did," confirmed Eve. "She was in a lot bestespe when we left from Athens
port."

"I'm glad," whispered Gabrielle, she then lifted bges from the stone floor. "What is
going on?"



Eve took a deep breath. "Well, mother... Xena andjogen, Varia, are here with the
Conqueror's naval captain and some men. We'réaalhmg to get you out of here
and Callisto, the navel captain, has been ordereestroy Mogador. Afterwards we'll
return back home."

"What's happening back in Greece?"

"The overall plan was for the Conqueror and the 2ona to attack Sinteres and
Draco."

The bard furrowed her eyebrows. "Where is Gabribks?"

"She is with your Amazons," answered Cyane, "acisi@Queen while you're playing
hooky."

The bard laughed at the Amazon. "That's good to thea." She finally sat back into
her chair. "Were there any plans yet to get Palaam@hEponin out?"

"Yes, the Conqueror was hiring the King of Thiet@sescue them from the
compound.”

Gabrielle nodded at Eve's answer. "l do have toestjone thing."

Eve raised an eyebrow.

"The other wives need to make it out of here sadslyell."

Cyane glanced at the princess in worry. "Eve, kinhsure-"

"Cy, we can't leave them here." Eve shook her Iséghtly. "If we do, they'll most
likely get killed. I think Callisto has it in heeld to follow the Conqueror's orders

thoroughly."

The Amazon sighed out her worry. "l know, just mear'll have to find someway to
keep them safe before Callisto strikes."

Eve licked her lips. "We'll work on it." She retexhher attention to Gabrielle. "In the
meantime, I'd recommend talking to the wives aflthtgethem to prepare
themselves."

"What of the number one wife?" questioned Cyane.

The Amazon Queen huffed. "I'm not sure honestlymdgh as | even dislike her, |
think its best we look after her. | just don't thitis wise to fill her in on what's
happening."

"Mmmm," agreed the princess.

The bard then stood up. "I better return to my rdmwfore the guard comes around to
do checks."



"Good idea." Cyane stood up, heading to the door.
"Thank you for coming over, Gabrielle." Eve smilgdrmly and stood up.

The bard took a step forward and unexpectedly hig@ma's daughter. "And thank
you for coming for me."

Eve felt herself warm up from the sincere thank,she hugged her back tightly. "All
my pleasure. Please go."

Gabrielle nodded then went to the door. "Thank tgay Cyane."
Cyane smiled shyly. "You're welcome, Queen Galariéll
The bard chuckled then gave her a warm hug as WlGabrielle.”

The Amazon responded with a chuckle. "Of coursétérAeleasing her, she opened
the door silently.

Gabrielle slipped out of the door and disappeamundthe hallway without a noise.
~*Part 16*~
"Solari, how is everything going?"

The second in command turned around at hearingi€hlats voice. "We're moving
along pretty well."

The warrior-bard came up beside the Amazon in tideli@ of the sparring field.
"Good. Where is Ep?"

"She is taking care of the Amazons that need nemae weapons in the armoury."

Gabrielle nodded her approval. She continued waggthe various groups of
Amazons sparring on the field. "When do you thingytll be ready?"

Solari folded her arms against her chest whileceimsidered the question. "I bet in
two days." She studied the troops of Amazons. "&fternoon Ep is going to work
with Palamon on the traps in the surrounding fdogssinteres's compound.”

"Sounds good," agreed the warrior-bard. "And h&wags with Joxer and his men
been fine?"

"No problems,"” admitted the second in command. yMeebeen very pleasant.”

The Amazon Queen grinned. "Wonderful." She thentwsore serious. "How do you
think Ep is doing?"

The Amazon sighed with her eyes lowering away ftbensparring Amazons. "She
hanging in there, honestly.” She peered up atrierd. "The time in the compound



was tough on her, I think." She narrowed her eyleiteviooking towards the armoury.
"I talked to her a little about what happened....&Shook her head in confusion.

"What is it?"

"I'm not sure but... | just have the distinct feelsmmething definitely happened to
her that she's failing to mention."

Gabrielle nipped at her lower lip. "You think theguld have... raped her?"

"Its possible... I'm starting to wonder about that.t&olari closed her eyes briefly
then opened them again, tints of anger reappearég@m. "She's been quiet ever
since she's gotten back. She won't really talk edoything that happened... just
glazing over it all.”

"Hades," growled Gabrielle. "I better talk to her."

Solari quickly grabbed her friend's arm. "Gabriellenow you're worried, just like
me, but you have to understand Eponin."

"Trust me, |1 do... to this day, she's still one of Aimazons at home." The warrior-
bard pressed her lips together. "l understand hee put | also know she depends on
her family even if she won't admit it."

The second in command sighed, she released then@aem. "I know, I'm just
worried."

"Me too... let me talk to her, okay?"
Solari nodded. "What happens if she has been?"
"Then I think I'll pull her off." Gabrielle shooken head. "She doesn't need this."

"But | think it's exactly what she wants... too kdegy mind off what happened.”
Solari's features shifted back into worry.

"Yeah | know... | think I'll ask the Conqueror if Epio can go to her castle. Stay
there until the war is over for her own safety."

Solari looked away from her friend and back toAlmeazons. "You should send two
others with her."

"I was thinking that myself... Amarice and Teresae¥'e still a bit young for this
war."

"Especially Amarice," added the second in command.

"Mmmm," agreed the warrior-bard. "Alright, after Epishes up with at the armoury
send her to my hut."

"I'll do that." Solari smiled but more sadly thamything. "Thanks, Gabrielle.”



"For?"

"Looking after us all." The second in command geidin'l don't think this village is
quite use to having somebody as kind and genty@as

The Amazon Queen smiled at her friend's words. y@live always had somebody
like me; she's just a little tougher than me."

The Amazon laughed. "True."

Gabrielle reached up to briefly squeeze the otlman's arm. "I'll see you later,
Solar." She headed for the gates to check on Joxer.

Gabrielle lifted her head when the weapons masitered her hut. "Afternoon, Ep."

"Hi, Gabrielle." Eponin closed the door quietly behherself. "Solari said you
wanted me for something."

"Yeah." The warrior-bard stood up from the deski€éd to talk to you." She grabbed
a chair from the corner of the room and brougtd her desk. "Sit down."

The Amazon took the offered chair and tried relgxin

Gabrielle sat back down and folded her arms agamsthest. "l and a few others
have been worried about you, Ep."

The weapons master furrowed her eyebrows togethesponse. "What about?"

The Amazon Queen sighed, her lips pressed agaioktather. "l want to know what
happened to you while you were in Sintere's comgdun

"Nothing really, Gabrielle." The Amazon shruggedisily. "They drugged Palamon
and I... pretty much kept us in the cells.”

"Pretty much?" pressed on the warrior-bard.
Eponin just shrugged.

Gabrielle sighed deeply and reached out, her hght resting on her friend's knee.
"Eponin, did they do anything to you?"

The weapons master looked away, her eyes lowertn thoor. After a moment, she
closed her eyes. "Yeah," she whispered. She lob&ek to her friend. "A couple of
the guards... well... I'm sure you can guess." Shedtir a moment then returned
her attention to Gabrielle. "If | hadn't been dredghe entire time, | could have easily
protected myself."

The Queen squeezed the weapon's master leg dé&iglyl. can't even imagine...."



"You don't want to," uttered the Amazon. "l try notremember, honestly." She gave
the other woman a bitter smile.

"Ep..." Gabrielle prepared herself with a deep bredtm going to pull you out of
this one."”

"What? Over... over that?" lowly said the weaponsteras

"Eponin, | will not let you perform your duties eftyou've been raped,” slightly
growled the Queen. She showed her temper only becghe knew it was the only
way to make Eponin listen. "I've got Ephiny and&®iolo handle it all.”

The weapons master quickly stood up and walked aglaexyback to the Queen.

The warrior-bard sighed strongly. She stood up sl@and came up behind the
Amazon. "Ep, you need time, please."

Eponin didn't respond, her head dropping down andight hand went up to pull her
hair back.

"Eponin, please... you need to leave here for avdnkdheal.”
The weapons master turned around, her face stre@ketears.

Gabrielle felt her heart drop, and she instantlepuher friend in for a long hug.
"Everything will be fine, | promise."

"I know," whispered Eponin. She remained silentlevhe continued to hug
Gabirielle.

After about a minute or so, Gabrielle pulled baagkfested her hands on the
Amazon's waist. "I'm going to ask the Conquergotli can stay in her castle until the
war is over. I'm sure she won't mind it and thay wau can watch over Athens, |
doubt there will be any problems." She paused mdanén "I'm going to have
Teresa and Amarice go with you too."

The weapons master just nodded.

"You think you'll be okay?"

"Yes," uttered the weapon's master. She roughlgaviper tears away. "Thank you."

The warrior-bard sadly smiled. "I'm always heré&étp, Ep." She hugged her friend
again. "You're family to me."

"To me too." Eponin hugged Gabrielle tightly as sbald.

The Queen released her friend after a moment. ‘@& pour stuff now. I'll tell
Amarice and Teresa."



The weapons master nodded and went to the docankyou again."

Gabrielle slightly smiled. "Go on."

The Amazon left the hut just as quietly as she tiesne.

The warrior-bard shook her head at the thoughtimte&'s men touching the weapons
master. She could only imagine what that wouldadBgonin. In many ways, she was
similar to Xena and both of them held a lot of prabout themselves.

Gabrielle walked back to her desk and quickly piewn a letter to the Conqueror.
Afterwards, she exited the hut and went in seaf@otari. And as she hunted for
Solari, she considered how it would break eithewriip or Xena to lose a fight simply
because they were too weak by mere medicines. Gdtycounted on their physical
strength has protection; she knew how it wouldsgadnin up very much like it would
Xena.

"Solari?" The warrior-bard waved her hand, with thessage, at the second in
command.

"Hey," greeted the Amazon. "What's going on?"

Gabrielle joined the Amazon next to the trainirgdi "Can you get an Amazon rider
to deliver this to the Conqueror?"

"Yes of course." Solari took the message.

"Ep is going to Athens."

Solari knew exactly what that meant. "Will she lkay?"

"I'm hoping so," whispered the Queen. "I think slkeeds time away to recover."
"l agree."

Gabrielle sighed. "Get that message taken carerohé. I'm going to go find
Amarice and Teresa."

"They are going too?"

"Yeah I think its for the best." The Amazon Quetarted stepping away but stopped.
"If you see Eph, tell her what's going on too."

"Alright.
"Thanks, Solari."
"No problem," called back the second in command.

Gabrielle hung her head down as she walked tovigpdsy's hut to see if she could
catch the regent.



"Okay, let's get this started,” ordered the Queen.

Palamon nodded his agreement after studying thiewsutting forest near Sinteres's
compound.

"I think we should stick to the traditional groutrdps,"” started Ephiny.

Gabrielle crossed her arms and considered. "Yak tthiere's enough foliage to cover
the ground for that?"

Ephiny glanced around the area briefly. "Yeahhkiso, not as many as normal, but
we can get quite a few in." She grinned at her Qu&hey work very well."

"Yes, so I've heard," teased back the warrior-b@hek then went serious again.
"How about the trees?" inquired Palamon. "Archers?"
"I think so," agreed the regent. "We have some direhers in the Nation."

Gabrielle ran her fingers through her hair whiléhia middle of her thoughts. "How
many archers does the Conqueror have, Palamon?"

"I think she only brought a hundred men this time."

"That will do." Gabrielle peered back up at Palanmi@sk the Conqueror for me if we
may post her archers in the trees this time wigwaAmazons to support them."

"l will do that.”
The Queen then asked Ephiny, "Do we have much sipeajy rope?"
"Yes. What for?"

"What we can do is tie one end of the rope toa ffaen have two Amazons on the
other end to snap it."

"Alright, sounds good," agreed the Amazon. "I démitk Sinteres has any calvary
does he?"

"No he doesn't fortunately, all his men are on foaplied Palamon.

"Now remember," started Gabrielle, "These men wm&'toming at us until we break
into the fortress."

Ephiny furrowed her eyebrows. "We did decide tlahg through the mining shaft
will work?"

"Yes," answered the Queen. "l believe the Congusrsuppose to receive the plans



today. So our job is to stop the men when theytescatt of the fortress." She licked
her lips then added, "I believe the Conqueror ptarsnoke them out of there."”

"Well | think if we keep most of our people in threes, then Draco's men will not
expect it."

"Leave a few forces on the ground as not to magmthuspect,” tagged on Palamon.

"l agree," stated the Queen. "l do want those ascinethe trees. They'll be able to
pick off people rather quickly, | have not doubt.”

"A few warriors in the trees as well?" urged thgenet. "Incase there are some men on
horseback."

"We better," agreed the Queen.

Palamon lifted and pressed his arms against hi&t.chéhink the Conqueror wants to
be sure we surround the enemy." He turned his teauh to the Gabrielle. "She does
not want anybody escaping at all.”

Gabrielle sighed but nodded none the less. "l tthiak'll be easy to do." She paused
then broke the silence with a question. "Is thedqC@mor in the camp?”

"Yes she is," replied the general.

"I think I'll need to talk to her more about thaps." She turned her attention then to
Ephiny. "Go back to the village and tell Solari wigeagoing on. Have her here
tomorrow morning with Amazons to begin the trapkag»"

"Not a problem," replied Ephiny. "When will you back in the village?"

The warrior-bard gazed past her friend and savséitieng sun. "l would say in about
four candlemarks, no later."

"Okay." Ephiny gave a brief smile. "See you theé®he then lifted her eyes up to
Palamon. "Thanks for the help, Palamon."

"My pleasure."

The Amazon then turned and headed to the grouprstl. She went directly to her
horse that was tied to a tree. After mounting loesé, she broke out into a gallop for
the Nation.

Gabrielle turned back to the general after thenelgdt. "Do you think we'll have a
problem stopping Sinteres and Draco?"

"No, I don't think it'll be a hard task." He theonsidered the fight ahead. "The only
concern | have is trying to smoke them out of thpound.”

"Me too." Gabrielle sighed as she started walkinber horse.



The general followed beside his friend. "But knogvthe Conqueror, she will handle
that easily."

"l know," whispered the warrior-bard.
Palamon neared his own horse but didn't mount aglaty. "Are you fearful?"

Gabrielle sighed while untying her horse's reimfrime tree branch. "l always am
when it involves war... when it involves people 1éoV

The general lowered his eyes as he considereddrelsw'l use to too." He looked
back at Gabrielle. "Until | lost my family to warpw... | have nothing to be fearful
of."

The warrior-bard mounted her horse but gazed dawimeaman. "That is when you
know you've been fighting for too long."

Palamon thought over the statement and he felepiethis old self returned. "
suppose you're right." He turned and climbed ingchlorse's saddle. After positioning
himself comfortably in the saddle, he turned hisse@around and led the way to the
Conqueror's camp.

Within half of a candlemark, the pair had arrivadhe camp. They first went to settle
their horses in the makeshift stable area. Aftetiwathey went directly to the
Conqueror's tent.

"Come inside," ordered the ruler in a deep voiceeWshe looked up, she saw
Palamon enter first then the warrior-bard. She galkielden smile to her friend. "You
two are just in time."

"Why is that, Conqueror?" questioned the warriardba

"l just received the map of this area."”

Palamon's expression lit up at this news. "Is them@ning shaft there?"

"Yes, there is," confirmed the ruler. She crossedtént and went to the large table in
the middle of the room. She pointed to a spot emtlap.

Gabrielle and the general joined her at either arttestudied the map.

"It luckily runs upwards for a number of feet tHemels off here." The Conqueror
points to the exact spot. "And this is the spotglibe top of the ridge is."

"So this means we can dig down to meet the shaft?"
The Conqueror nodded at her general's question.
"It will take several men and a good day," reminteslwarrior-bard.

"Which we have," stated the ruler. "l have pleritynen and we'll have just enough



time to dig down to the shaft." She straightenedram looking over the table. "As a
matter of fact, | plan to take some men over tohiglstart this."

"It would probably be for the best," agreed GaleielPalamon, Ephiny, and | were
discussing the plans for the fight within the fares

"What did you three decide on?" inquired the WarHancess.

"Well, we're going to setup two types of traps. @10 traps and rope trips." Gabrielle
turned her body to face her friend more. "Thenhwtur permission, we'd like to use
your archers and place them in the trees alongsuithe of the Amazon archers."

The Conqueror's head was bobbing up and down dsssimeed.

"They will take care of picking off the enemy. Wé&éep a few warriors in the trees as
well incase any of Draco's men are on horseback."”

"Now, | would like Sinteres and Draco cut off fraacape.” The ruler folded her arms
over her chest. "I want a wall of men five peopiiek from one side of the compound
all the way to the other sound of the compoundl Vgathat clear?”

"Yes of course, Conqueror, | understand.” Gabrieltk a deep breath. "You want the
formation in a 'u’ shape?"

"Yes, my men and | will push them into the centiréhe 'u’ and then close them off
from the compound.” Xena chewed on her lower lipmantarily. "Then we will form
a circle around them then start to squeeze thdrghter until they're all dead."”
Gabrielle simply nodded her agreement; her stomacied in worry though.

"l think that's everything for now," decided théem She faced her general then. "I
need you to stay here to watch over the men. I'imggo begin this operation to the
mining shaft. Go round up about twenty men, now."

"Yes, my liege." The general quickly left the temsearch of the men.

"My liege, did you get my message about Eponin?"

The Conqueror turned back to her friend. "l didbelle." She sighed as her ruler
persona disappeared from herself. "Eponin is wedzbto stay in the castle along
with Amarice and Teresa." She gave a faint woregression. "Why are you sending
her there? | know she's the weapons master."

The warrior-bard sighed, her attention turning awayp was...."

"They touched her?" whispered the ruler hotly.

"They did," confirmed the Amazon Queen. She retditmer focus to her friend. "And

| don't think it's a good idea for her to fightglane. | want her to get away from the
war."



"l understand, Gabrielle."

"Thank you, Conqueror." Gabrielle then shruggeaitetdding, "Besides, they will
be there to inform the others when they return fEggpt."

"True," agreed the Warrior Princess. She thenliigbtiched her friend's arm that
rested against her chest. "How are you doing?"

"I'm stressed," confessed the smaller woman. "Hogutyou?"
"Not too bed," answered the Conqueror. "You willdb@y with this?"

"Yeah... done this plenty of times." Gabrielle siglzeul lowered her arms, which
caused the ruler to let go of her. "l need to d$tedding back."

"Alright." Xena pressed her lips together for as®&tthen said, "I'll have some men
go with you just to make sure you get back safely."

"Thank you and thank you for letting Eponin stayha castle.”

"You're welcome, Gabrielle." The Conqueror turnad ardered, "Come with me."
The warrior-bard followed her friend out of thetiehogether, they found seven
warriors to escort her back to the Nation. Witl@n tninutes, she was mounted back

on her horse with her escort around her. "Thank Gmnqueror. See you soon."

The Conqueror grinned and watched her ride ouafic Soon as she was gone,
Palamon came up beside her.

"Your men are ready, my liege."

"Perfect,” purred the dark ruler.

"Be careful, Varia," whispered the warrior.

The Amazon queen nodded her head as she pulledibesloser against her body.
She gazed up at the wall she had to scale tonmghtreentally prepared herself. Her
right hand tightened around the climbing rope, Wwtshe brought with her that had a

hook at one end.

Xena watched the guard come to the end of the wail, and then continue back
down the wall. "Go," she whispered.

The Amazon sprinted for the wall and as she ram]@bsened the rope in her hand.
Once she released enough rope, she began swmg diticle with hook. As she
neared the wall, she counted ten more steps treehwgted the hook upwards.

The hook rocketed through the air with the ropadhttd behind. It landed neatly on
the wall's floor and Varia jerked it until it caudhetween two pillars. She then leapt



towards the wall, helping herself get three feethgwall already. Hastily she began
scaling up the wall.

The Warrior Princess watched and looked to het tiglsee the guard was already
walking back. "Hades," she growled under her bredltie ran closer towards the
walls while reaching between her left gauntlet. ©rather close to the wall, she
extracted a tiny dart and removed a small wood fudya her side. She narrowed her
eyes and readied the dart in the hollow tube. Bnopghe tube up to her lips, she took
a deep breath, aimed, then blew.

The guard suddenly stopped in his tracks and sh@okead at the stinging sensation
in the side of his neck. He dropped his spear alhddainst a pillar, sliding down it
and falling asleep.

Varia heard the guard fall so she looked down ataXe
The Warrior Princess grinned devilishly.

The Amazon chuckled faintly but continued her wpythe wall. Within twenty
seconds, her feet hit the floor of the wall and ghked her rope up. After she had it
quickly coiled up, she lashed it to her side beliadrobe. She caught sight of the
guard sleeping peacefully. Turning to her left, &hend the door and pulled it open
quietly.

Xena watched as Varia disappeared behind the &berjust grinned again then
disappeared into the night in hiding.

Varia came to the end of the steps into a longdarr"Great,” she muttered, "Where
to now?" She started down the corridor in hope&ldival Eve or Cyane soon. After
making her way down the corridor, she came to i 'fiér travels. She had to go
either right or left. Then she heard some voicks;®cked her head to one side to
figure out which way it was coming from.

The Amazon heard two female voices quietly whisgeeabout something or another.
She closed her eyes and listened more carefulgyhShrd them enter a room together
and the door closing. Her eyes flew open; she tutaghe right and hurried down the
hallway.

The only thing she could make out between the twmen's conversation was
Gabrielle's name. She soon found the door thattbevomen went into. She raised
her fisted hand to the door but didn't knock, slasnit sure. Taking a deep breath, she
knocked twice. After a few moments, a young womaswaered the door.

"Yes?" The wife furrowed an eyebrow. "Who are you?"

Varia pulled her hood back. "I'm looking for somdipd she whispered. She then saw
the other woman behind the one that answered thie Her eyes lit up at the sight of
Varia.

"Wait, you're an Amazon," excitedly whispered ttieeo woman.



"Come in here quick." The wife at the door pullbd gueen inside and closed the
door hastily.

"What are you doing here?" asked one wife.

Varia sighed and replied, "I'm here to find thréleeo wives... Gabrielle, Eve, and
Cyane."

"You mean the two new girls?"

Varia nodded her head.

"Are you here to help save us?" asked the saméeexeife.
"Yes, if | can find any three of these Amazons."

The two wives exchanged looks and the excited apkamed, "Gabrielle isn't in her
room."

"Where is she then?"

The excited wife suddenly went serious. "She's..'sslh@ng a private dance to
Gurkhan."

"Oh centaur shit," whispered the queen hotly. "WAtadut Eve and Cyane?"

"They should be in their room," replied one wifBy'the way, I'm Eboni and this is
Eshe."” She paused then added, "We're both friendsGabrielle."

The queen nodded her head. "You think you canimelfind Eve and Cyane's
room?"

"Of course," replied Eshe, "We know where theimmas."

"You go ahead and take her, Eshe. I'll stay heootwer things."
"Thanks, Eboni." Eshe slipped out of the door wititia behind her.
The Amazon slipped her hood back on and followdurukthe wife.

Eshe went to the eighth door and carefully knoaked. Once Cyane had it opened,
she whispered, "l brought a friends of yours." #lamed her head to the right.

The Amazon quickly noticed a smiling Varia.

"Queen Varia?" Cyane smiled and opened the dooe nfdre wife and queen both
entered the room.

Eve had heard the pair come inside and came dbeaflashroom with a robe on
herself. "Queen Varia."



"Hi, Eve," greeted the queen. "How are things?" §haced between Xena's daughter
and Cyane.

"They're okay," replied Cyane.

"So far we've told each of the wives what's happghiere in a day or two," added the
princess.

"What did they say?" inquired the queen.

"They're all happy about it and will cooperate.'efpaused in thought but also said,
"The only wife that does not know is the head Wife.

"We're concerned she'll tell Gurkhan," explaineday

The queen nodded her understanding. "How is Quedmi&le?"

"She's fine, nothing wrong... so far," reported EV¢ave you spoken with her?"
Cyane shook her head. "We assume she's in her'room.

"She isn't," stated the queen.

Eve and Cyane exchanged confused looks.

"Gabrielle is doing a... private dance for Gurkhdrelped Eshe.

"Can | ask what a private dance can entail?" ukes

Eshe lowered her eyes but looked back at Evetdiitssout has a veil dance... just
between Gurkhan and Gabrielle. Depending on Gurkharght turn into more...."
She trailed off knowing everybody can figure o thst. "Sometimes it is a chance
for a wife to gain ground. Maybe even become heideliivshe is better than the
current one."

Eve felt her teeth grinding together at this neferimation.

"We can't let her..." Cyane whispered but didn'tdinher sentence. She looked
between the princess and Varia. "Should we stdp it?

Eve came out of her thoughts. "I have an idea."
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Queen Gabrielle kneeled down and brought her akmsteer body, the long veil
between her two hands. She let the veil drift dhverhead as she bowed to Gurkhan.
Then slowly she heard Gurkhan begin to clap inays®.

He stood up from his chair and crossed the rooheto"Very nice, dear." He stood
above her and then ordered, "Stand up."



Gabrielle rose back up while hastily tying the \a@bund her waist. She knew the
usual drill to being a slave and what came nexrabmething like this. Her hard
days as a slave reformed inside of herself asr&gtedeparating her two lives. She
hated this old past of her life and she hoped tdsGbat the Conqueror could get her
out of this one.

"You remind me of a wife | once had," commentedKban. He reached out, running
his finger tips around the features of her faceufyg, full of spirit, strong, and a little
naive." He grinned at the memories of his oldeewiAs a matter of fact, she looked
quite similar to you... and came from Greece."

Gabrielle grinned at that, she closed her eyeseiis'{8he looked like me huh?"

"Quite a bit," whispered Gurkhan. He ran his firiger down her neck. "Except she
had brown hair and a bit more curly. At first shasva bit heavy but lost a lot of the...
baby fat." He brought his fingertips back up heosth neck and across her lips.
"Green eyes like yours."

Gabrielle felt her heart stop at the mention ofdascription. "Where from in
Greece?" she uttered. This time, she slipped Imgue between her lips slightly to
touch his fingertips.

"Some small town that started with a 'P'... it wasksd by the Conqueror many years
ago."

The Queen's breath became faster; her heartbehtipp&he tried remaining calm on
the outside as she whispered, "What was her name?"

"She went by the name of... Sarah," replied Gurkkhs fingertips now ran across
the top of her chest.

Gabrielle's eyes flew open at the name.

Gurkhan quickly noted the surprise in them, anevhs opening his mouth to ask a
guestion.

The Queen knew what he was about to ask. She gurakved in and kissed him
furiously, using all of her anger inside of herself

The slaver returned the furious kiss while pushiisgwife backward towards his huge
bed. He pulled back from the kiss then pushed &estiy into the bed.

Gabrielle revealed a devilish grin. She lifted legs up and opened her legs to him.

Gurkhan felt a sly grin cross his features, he twdwnto the bed and between her
legs.

The Queen pushed away her emotions before grabisrigead and beginning another
passionate kiss. Suddenly Gurkhan stopped aftex thas a loud bang at his door. He
jumped out of his bed after hearing a few yellsmlg the door.



Gabrielle launched out of the bed after the slakerHer heart pounding and her
body shaking.

The slaver threw open the door to see what wasdmapg. Quickly he found a dead
guard at his feet and down the hall was his otbardjfighting a hooded figure. "Stop
him!" he yelled, "Guards!" he cried out.

The hooded figure held up his sword and stoppedlaed's blade. He then kicked
hard at the guard's throat, knocking the guardofféid his back.

The hooded figure twirled their sword in midairnhgrought it down into the guard's
chest, instantly killing them. He then looked upedtly to Gurkhan, his head then
slightly moved to the right at seeing Queen Galeriai the doorway. He then quickly
came towards the slaver with his sword.

Gurkhan started yelling again, "Guards!"

The dark figure came right up to Gurkhan and heictloe tip of his sword towards
the slaver's throat.

Gabrielle's eyes widened as she realized whaidhesfwas planning to do. She
instantly stepped out in front Gurkhan, pressingtheat against the tip of the sword.
She could barely make out the figure's face. Sble &odeep breath, her chest raising
high up in waiting.

Gurkhan didn't move but noted the sound of his rmening down the corridor.

The hooded figure also noted the running footftey refocused on Gabrielle.

The Queen held her breath and she slightly sawnalgwelop on the figure's face,
white teeth grinning back at her.

The figure walked five quick steps backwards, veadraround with their cape flying
around them, and he ran off.

Gabrielle released her breath but studied the ngningure. She furrowed her
eyebrows when she thought about the sword thedibald. She turned her head to
the right when the guards arrived.

"Go after him," ordered Gurkhan. "He went down ¢héfind him!" he roared. After
they were gone, he said, "Very brave, my dear."

The bard faced her slaver and replied, "l figutesas for the best."

"And how was that? He was planning to assassinaté lde folded his arms against
his chest, an amusing smile on his lips.

"Well | doubt he would have set me free anywayglaked the Queen, "either take
me as his own, sell me, or even kill me." She shpedg"I'm happy here."

The slaver laughed quietly at her explanation. ‘'Mf&n... since its been quite a



night. I think you can return to your room."

The slave bowed her head. "Thank you." She staeah the hallway.

"But we are not finished, Gabrielle," called thav&r.

"Not by a long shot,"” retorted the bard quiethharself but she flashed a devilish grin
to him. Once back to her room, she sighed a hlgg amd leaned against her door.

She dropped her head against the door then slddlg@wvn it as she felt even more
weight compress onto her shoulders.

Varia stormed through the door onto the top ofwhd. She quickly did a birdcall.
Xena heard the call and reappeared out of the wgoidkly. She raced up to the wall.
"Xena," she called, "I'm gonna fly."

"Go," called back the warrior. She spread out bgs land prepared herself.

The Amazon stepped back a little, she heard thedgu@mming down the corridor.
She reached over and closed the door quietly. I&hredtarted running and then

jumped. She held out her arms and closed her ¢ggsher then aimed for Xena.

The Warrior Princess gritted her teeth then heltierphands. She neatly caught her
friend and swung her around onto her feet.

"We need to split," rasped the queen.

"Come on." The warrior took off sprinting towardetthin woods ahead.

Varia quickly followed behind as she too disappéanethe dark evening.

The ten guards busted through the door onto thetegal They looked all over and
could not find Gurkhan's assassin however theyteawvall guard asleep on the

floor. One of the guards went over to the sleegingrd to awake him and find out
what happened.

Varia leaned against the tree and gasped foreitéad hung down.
"What happened?" asked a worried warrior.

The queen shook her head while she was catchinigreath. She finally lifted her
head but dropped it back against the palm treary&dout that.”

"What the Hades happened in there?" urged Xenaat'Whs not suppose to happen.”

"I know... | know," uttered the queen. She closeddyas then started explaining. "I



found Eve and Cyane, they said the wives know wigaing to happen. Queen
Gabrielle is okay."

"Then why the guards?"

"Queen Gabrielle was doing a... private dance folk@am. I'm sure you can guess
what happens after the dance."

Xena huffed and folded her arms.

"So your daughter suggested | break up the litiheape dance.” Varia lit up her face
with a grin.

The Warrior Princess chuckled at what the Amazach sa

"So | raced down to Gurkhan's room and fought Wighguards. It seemed to stop
them in the middle of things."

"That's good to hear."”

"Yeah, | think | stopped them just in time," stated queen. "But...." She shook her
head.

"But what?" questioned the watrrior.
"It was strange." Varia's eyebrows furrowed togethidried acting like | was an
assassin and when | went to act like | was goirglt&urkhan...." She stopped then

focused her eyes on her friend. "Queen Gabriediepsd in between."

Xena's own confused expression came about. "Thereason | can think of to why
she'd do that was to get in good with Gurkhan."

"Yes but... why? | mean, she knows she's not stayiramything."

"I know," whispered the warrior. She looked awaynfrthe ground to Varia again.
"You feel okay now?"

"Yeah, I'm fine. It was a good chase."” The Amazad & sly grin.

Xena laughed quietly at that. "Let's get back tmgawWe'll decide on the plans to get
the wives out.”

Varia nodded her agreement. She lifted herselfhaftree and walked towards camp
with the warrior.

~*Part 17*~
Eponin sighed as she sat in the horse's saddle.

"Gods!" roared Amarice. "I can't believe I'm stuglAthens... the Conqueror's! castle
no less," she bellowed.



Teresa glanced at the weapons master.

Eponin shrugged and rolled her eyes.

Teresa chuckled quietly at that.

"I mean, doesn't Gabrielle see how importantthét | stay in the Nation?"
"lts Queen Galbirielle... to you," corrected the weapmaster.

"She tells Amazons to call her Gabrielle," coundettee young Amazon.

Eponin arched an eyebrow. "And did she tell yoydor face you could call her
Gabrielle?"

"Um... not yet," muttered Amarice.

"Then its Queen Gabrielle for you," ordered thesoldmazon.

Amarice huffed and looked away from the weaponstenas

"Eponin, why did she have you come to Athens?"

The weapons master was about to give her honestatsit quickly stopped.
"Well... she and the Conqueror asked me to watch Atleens until the Conqueror
returns."”

"Oh... okay," replied Teresa.

"And why do we have to have these escorts?" Amalireet to the ten guards behind
them.

"Because | don't think Gabrielle wants us kidnappdcew out Teresa.

The young Amazon grumbled about that. "What we gjeando in Athens anyway?"
"Relax, | hope," muttered the weapons master.

"Me too," agreed Teresa. "Wine, dine, and pass.time

The weapons master laughed at Teresa's rhymeséttind that.”

"Argh that's sssso boring," groaned Amarice. "l Veaking forward to that war. |
really can't stand that Gabrielle.”

Eponin brought her horse closer to Amarice's hargegrabbed her reins forcefully.
She jerked the hors to a halt and locked her agggyg on the young Amazon.
"Amarice," she whispered hotly, "you do not eververespeak badly about
Gabrielle." Her eyes burned into Amarice's own.€'8hs saved us all from the
Conqueror's darkness." She paused then growledgtNiesult her again.”



Amarice felt herself starting to shake as she dhdawn to a foot tall child. "I'm
sorry," she whispered fearfully.

The weapons master loosened her jaw and just treweins at Amarice. She tapped
her horse's side and continued down the road.

Teresa quickly caught up to the weapons mastendokcon her.

Amarice watched them for a second then orderetidrese to walk again. She
lowered her head and tried holding back her upset.

"Hey you okay?" whispered Teresa.

Eponin sighed at the question and nodded. "Yealshouldn't have yelled at her like
that."

"Its okay," uttered the other Amazon. "Amarice woas of line."
"So was |," admitted the weapons master quietly.

Teresa sighed but then said, "I think she needé&shibrielle has done a lot for us,
Xena too."

"Yes they have," agreed the weapons master. "lr@dimém both."

"l do too," seconded the younger Amazon. "You \wélokay, Eponin?"

"Yes, thank you, Teresa."

The Amazon smiled at the weapons master.

"Hey please call me Ep too?"

Teresa smiled at that and nodded. "Thank you."

Eponin chuckled but found herself smiling for tirstftime since she was kidnapped.
"When do you think we'll be in Athens?"

"I think by late tonight," replied the older Amazd@abrielle and the Conqueror
suggested we not stop halfway."

"Fearful that something could happen?"
"Yes," responded Eponin, "and | have to agree. 8oae get into Athens the better.”

Teresa nodded her agreement.
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Queen Gabirielle sighed as she gazed up towardsgheliff side. "Conqueror?" she
called up. She then saw the dark ruler come taliffs edge and smile down at her.

"Stay there, I'll come down," ordered the ruler.

Gabirielle nodded but dismounted from her horse.tB&e waved her hand for Solari
and the four other Amazons to dismount.

The Conqueror reappeared the around the corndiffdiattom and came up to the
Queen. "Good to see you made it."

"How is the progress?" inquired the warrior-bard.

"We are getting fairly close to the shaft,” answietlee ruler. She gazed up to the
midday sun but then looked back at her friendmagine we'll hit it by tomorrow."

"Have you heard anything from the escorts that p&nin to Athens."

"l have not... they haven't returned yet." Xena ceddser arms over her chest. "They
will most likely return later this afternoon. Hovave the traps been working out?"

"Pretty well," replied the warrior-bard. "We're alvahirty percent complete.”
The Conqueror nodded her head. "I did receiveniggit from Callisto."
The Amazon Queen perked up at this news. "Whahappened?"

"Callisto reported that they safely arrived in Eggpd are marching to Mogador. |
would say they're already there, probably for aalayvo now."

"Did she say anything about their plans to resbheeQueen?"

"Nothing yet." The Conqueror sighed and statedg"fext message | get will
probably be to inform us of either their succestabure."

"Its only success, my liege," simply declared thesén.

The dark ruler grinned at her friend's words. "S®sscthen." She then went serious
again. "How has my guard captain done?"

Gabrielle nodded to Solari.

The second in command took a step forward and 4dalhas been perfect. We
greatly appreciate that you have made them availablis, Conqueror."

"It was my pleasure,"” replied the Conqueror. Shteaf®it of her anger for the
Amazon depleted. "Now then, is there anything ésesen Gabrielle?"

"No, | just wanted to see what the status was@tthaft and if you've heard any new
news."



"That is all," stated Xena.

"Thank you, Conqueror." The warrior-bard smilecellyi then remounted her horse.
Her Amazons did the same as her.

"Tomorrow stop by the camp, Queen Gabrielle. Wé fimélize the attack plans
again, bring Ephiny with you."

"Yes of course, my liege." Gabrielle bowed her hglaghtly.

The Conqueror grinned and slightly bowed her ovamtspun around and disappeared
around the corner.

The Amazon Queen wiped away her grin as she turaetlorse around. "Let's get
back to the woods and see how the traps are, ladies

"How do you think the others are doing at rescipuggen Gabrielle?" inquired an
Amazon.

The warrior-bard sighed at the Amazon's questibani' very confident that soon they
will save her. My partner, her daughter, and my Amoazons can handle that
situation easily."

The four Amazons smiled at their temporary Quessponse.

"Come on, Amazons we have work to do." Gabrielteedrher horse into a gallop.
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Varia sat down on her bed inside of the tent thatshared with Xena. "Okay, so
we're going to have to help them escape throughdhgound once we sneak our
way in...?"

"Yes, | think you and | need to get inside posedasers."

"Aren't you worried about them seeing you as thadteror?"

The warrior grinned at the question. "That's whelsvare for. | can manage
something." She then folded her arms. "Also, Ikhta wise we have Callisto come in
with us."”

"Oh gods, why?" whispered the queen. "She'll oahgw things up.”

The Warrior Princess shook her head and leanedstgae post in the middle of the
tent. "We need her help in there, Varia. Plusvegime a chance to keep on eye on
her. | think we can get Torrid to order the troams position then we let Callisto
handle them once we get out with the wives."

Varia understood now what Xena wanted. A way tqkgecks on Callisto to make
sure she did not 'accidentally' kill one of thedoents plus just have more help.



"Now the only problem will be figuring out a way.'ln

"Wait, | have just the solution.” Varia grinned sledly. "Eshe told me, right before |
left, that her and few other wives will be leavieglay to go to town."

Xena's expression lit up at this new informatidperfect,” she purred. "How many
wives?"

"Well she will be there along with Eboni and withuf others."

"That will work perfectly." Xena lifted her arms @igst her chest. "I hope two are
brunettes and one is blond."

Varia chuckled but went serious again. "l thinkythdée going into town later this
afternoon for a candlemark or so."

"Alright, we better get this plan into motion." Xa@shifted to the exit of the tent.
"You stay here, I'm going to find Ra and Callisto."

The Amazon nodded and watched her friend disappédanf the tent. Within a few
minutes, she returned with the naval captain ardd.o

"What's going on?" questioned Callisto. "I know yauw have plans."

"We do and we're going to need your help, Callistonfessed the Warrior Princess.
"Oh this does sound interesting." A sly grin crebge naval captain's lips. "Do tell."
Xena's stomach turned but she explained the pl@hs afternoon, several of
Gurkhan's wives are going into the town. Varia,,yand | are to switch places with
three of them. Get back into Gurkhan's palace mtdQueen Gabrielle, Eve, Cyane,
and the other wives. Once we do, we'll make ouamsdopefully and in the middle
of it, take out Gurkhan."

"Then what?" probed Callisto.

"Once we're safely away from the compound and thi¢harmy. You can take care of
your orders."

Callisto raised an eyebrow as she studied both dadahe Amazon. "And exactly
how are we going to make it all the way back heitbaut getting slaughtered?"

"Simple, we have Ra position the army closer tocthrapound but just out of sight."

Slowly the naval captain started nodding then salyde huge grin broke out across
her features again. "l like it. When do we go tan@"

Varia felt her own grin form.

"Now," replied the warrior.



Section 5

TN

Xena and Varia scanned the town in search of threswi
"They should be easy to spot,” mentioned Callistietty.
"You would think," stated the queen.

The Warrior Princess shook her head then said's'getto the market. That's where
I'd be if | were them."

The others agreed and followed behind the waradh¢ town's market.

After about ten minutes of searching through tingdanarket, they finally spotted
three familiar women by a stall.

"That's Eboni and Eshe,"” whispered Varia. "Comé 8he quickly went to the wives,
Callisto and Xena tailing behind her. "Eboni, ESlsbe greeted to them.

Eboni and Eshe and the third wife all turned toAhneazon.

"Varia!" squealed Eshe. "How are you? You made it?"

"I'm doing good and yes... we made it."

The wives then quickly noticed the two other women.

"Oh gods wow," whispered Eshe.

"What's happening?" interrupted Eboni.

"We are going back with you into the compound,'vegr®d the Warrior Princess.

Eboni glanced at the warrior and grinned at thevans'That means were getting out
of there?"

"You sure are," replied the Amazon queen happily.
"Oh thank the gods," uttered Adonia, who stood helishe and Eboni.

Xena quickly then said, "Look, us three need tadwplaces with three others that
are with you."

Eboni reached out and grabbed the Warrior Prireassi. "Not a problem, come with
us." She quickly hurried off. "We haven't much tibefore we have to leave town."



The group quickly followed Eboni through the market
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The two guards at the gates of the compound ordbeedart to a halt. They
approached the drivers of the cart, which weredi@urkhan's guards and then there
were five others surrounding the cart. "Deliverihg wives back?"

"Yes," replied a guard.

The gate guard did a quick head count of the wawresfound all of them there.
"Looks like you're good, go ahead.”

The guard nodded then snapped the reins for theesdo continue into the fortress.

Varia sighed in relief after hearing that. She tfedtithe cart come to a halt once it
was in front of a stable.

"Here you go, ladies. Time to unload," ordered ardu

Another guard came around the back and loweretlapef the cart.

The wives carefully slipped out of the cart butytheade sure to keep Varia, Xena,
and Callisto huddled into the back so they wouke t@ss notice of them. They then

quickly made their way inside of the nearest buatddiowards all the wives rooms.

"We have to hurry," whispered Eboni, she led treugr "The dinner will be starting
soon so we have to catch the other wives befosegbg

"I'm sure glad you suggested to the wives to wedrrabes today," whispered Varia.
Eboni grinned. "I had a feeling you would show ughvhelp at the market."

The queen just mirrored the grin back.

Eboni continue leading everybody down the halh®wives' rooms. "The only wife
we might have a problem with is the head wife. Hb@&m is further away from the

rest of us. She's closer to Gurkhan's room."

"That's fine," stated Xena. "I have to take careahething anyway down there, so |
will get her."

"I'll tell you where her room is, Xena."

The warrior shifted through the group and powerkedlalong side Eboni. "Where is
it?"

"You follow down this hall the rest of the way." &then came to a stop and then
announced. "Ladies, get the other wives whilel talXena." She then focused on the
warrior again. "Continue down this hallway." Sherped behind Xena. "Then make a



right at the end, if you go to the very end of thall you'll come to the head wife's
room. Gurkhan's room is to the right of hers. Yan'tmiss them."

"Alright, thank you."

"You're welcome," replied Eboni. "Don't take tomdp It will not be long before
Gurkhan notices his wives missing from dinner. Heyraven still be in his own room
preparing for dinner."

"I'm counting on it," whispered the warrior evillghe then whirled around and raced
down the corridor. She tore off her veil from ardurer face and threw her cape
behind herself.

Varia knocked first on Gabrielle's door but didmdit as she opened it. "Queen
Gabrielle she called into the room?"

The Queen rushed to the door at hearing the negeviivho... what..."

"I'm Queen Varia, I'm here with Xena, Cyane, ane Evget you and the wives out.
Its time to go."

The Queen stared at the Amazon for a second batsth@ok her head. "Oh gods,
okay." She rushed back into her room and grablssdadl dagger off the nightstand
by her bed. She slipped it down between her skihhen dress, letting the handle
stick up. "Where are the other wives?"

"We're getting them now." The queen stepped oth@ivay to let Gabrielle out.
The Amazon Queen looked and saw all of the wivélsegang into the hallway. She
then also saw one other woman she didn't recogtigedecided to ask questions
later. "Wait, where's Xena?"

"She's gone to get the head wife and | think...@ilrkhan if she can,"” answered
Eboni from across the large group.

"Kill Gurkhan?"
"Yes," answered Eboni.

"Hades," growled the bard. She turned to Eve arah€y'Get these wives out of
here. | have to go get Xena."

"She can handle herself, Gabrielle," stated Even*Dworry."

"No, you don't understand, | have to stop her." hael started weaving her way
through the group.

Eve grabbed the Queen's arm. "Don't, she'll be"fine

"You don't understand, Eve," growled the Amazon&pui@ warning. "Please, just get
these wives out of here, now. The guards will be la@y minute."



"Alright, be careful.”
"l will. You too." Gabrielle did an about face ament sprinting down the hall.
Eve sighed and turned to Varia. "We better getobtiere now."

"Alright.” Varia reached between her cape and pudlet a sword. "Catch!" she threw
the sword to Eve.

The princess caught it.

Callisto grinned and held out a sword to Cyane.U'Yiaght need this, Amazon."
"Thanks." Cyane gave it a quick whirl happy to feet sword in her hands again.
"Lead the way, Eve," called the queen.

"Right through the gates?" asked the princess vehiéepushed her way through the
wives.

Varia nodded. "We're going to make a dash for ttegy"

"Alright, let's go then." Eve twirled the sworddilshe always did before any fights.
And she prayed to God that she would not have ¢atue all on this day.

Queen Gabrielle came to the end of the hall angldrado the open door of Gurkhan's
room. "Hades," she growled. Once inside of the rogime saw Gurkhan fighting Xena
in sword combat. "No, Xena wait!"

The Warrior Princess surpassingly looked to thegQuend was caught off guard
briefly. Her right arm got caught on the slavefede. She hissed and jumped back
but gave a feral grin to her enemy. She whirledserd then continued fighting him.
"What the Hades?" yelled a woman's voice.

Gabirielle had heard the head wife come out of bem:

The head wife saw her husband's attacker and ogesredouth about to call for the
guards.

"No," growled the bard. She reached for her daggdrsprung for the wide. She
instantly brought the dagger tip to the wife's gtréDon't you dare yell for them," she
snarled.

The head wife closed her mouth and lowered her teyesrds the dagger. "Who are
you?" Her eyes lifted back up to the smaller woniham the Queen of the Amazons
from Greece."

The head wife's eyes widened.



"And we're being rescued by the Conqueror. So aiskle."
The head wife whispered, "I'm on your side."

"Good choice." Gabrielle lowered her dagger judtnre to see Xena knock Gurkhan
unconscious. She quickly ran for the warrior whiee saw Xena bringing her sword

up.
"Xena, wait!" yelled the bard. She leapt for heerid.

The Warrior Princess dropped her sword at the usetep leap for herself. She
instead caught herself from tripping and held upfhiend. "Gabrielle, what is
wrong?" she whispered hotly.

"You can't, Xena," rasped the bard. "He knows ahdat"
"Your sister?"

"Yes, | thought she was dead but I've never besen $think she was one of his wives
at one time." Gabrielle glanced at him then badkeatfriend. "He's the only one that
knows for sure and who she sold her to."

"Great," grumbled the warrior. "Alright." She quigkeformulated her plan. "Let's tie
him up and hide him so that we can get him forrlage." She quickly gazed about
the room for some type of rope. She went straiglhié¢ drapes by the window and
ripped the drapes' ropes off. She then hastilg tigg Gurkhan.

"l have a large closet in my room," offered thechedfe, she pushed the door to her
room open more.

Xena nodded and dragged the slaver through thecome and into the head wife's
room. She then shoved him into the rather largset)alosed the door then used
another lashing from the head wife's drapes tthaecloset closed. "We need to get
out of here," she said while stepping out of themanto the hall.

"Where are the others headed?" inquired Queen &lhri

"The gates." Xena narrowed her eyes. "We needny,hhey'll need our help.”
Gabrielle immediately started down the hall. "Lgts" she called.

Xena faintly grinned and hurried after her frie@the heard the first wife following.
She then noticed the sound of footfall, boots at.t8he knew right away they
belonged to guards but they were walking. She dyitished ahead of Gabrielle spun
her sword, and saw the two guards round the bend.

The guards saw the women and instantly pulledhait swords. "Halt!" called one
man.

Xena sighed and rushed them with her sword out.



The two guards readied themselves but she suddtgped in front of them.

The Warrior Princess kicked at the closest onesamd him smashing in the wall
behind himself. She then grinned at the other gaaddspun her sword.

The guard held up his sword some but didn't move.
"Come on," coaxed the warrior.

The guard stepped back, dropped his sword theaffan
"Well... that was easy."

Gabrielle laughed and said, "Come on."

The warrior agreed and ran along side her friemdhil her, she could hear the first
wife's shoes clanging along.

Just outside the wives, Varia, Eve, Callisto, agdr@ stepped into the courtyard of
the compound. Immediately five guards sprung ictma, yelling and screaming for
the other men to join.

"Get behind us," ordered Eve.
The wives huddled into the middle as the four veasriall surrounded them to protect

them. They all watched as the women fought thedsudut then several other guards
appeared out of the buildings to help, the oddewarking bad.

"Right out here." Gabrielle slammed into the ddorging it to burst open. She saw
the wives encircled but the guards were overpowehem.

Xena growled and ran faster, she grabbed at hératmeand threw it.

The chakram spun towards a guard, slicing him énlelgs then it circled around,
hitting another guard in the chest and finally cegniback around but not without
hitting yet a third guard. It then neatly came todgaxXena.

The warrior caught her weapon, spun her sword anteaight at a guard.

"Nice of you to join us, mother," called Eve. Steddhup her sword to stop the guard's
blade, she then kicked him in the side.

"Not a problem," teased back the Warrior Princ8é& stood still when she saw her
enemy was down, unconscious. She looked aroundamall the guards were out
cold. "Let's get the Hades out of here."

Eve nodded and waved everybody forward. She wethietéarge wood doors, which



were sealed shut.

Xena hurried up and caught up to her daughter.gbimg to get a door open.”

Eve simply nodded. She looked on as her mothentsgliahead and started pulling a
door open on her own. By the time they came up 2¢@etty much had the door
opened and the group rushed out.

The warrior swung around outside and looked ineodbimpound, she saw several
soldiers getting up and others coming out of thé&dmg. She cursed and began
closing the door again just to slow them down. Oheeas sealed, she spun around
and saw Torrid at the top of the hill, the groumast to him, and the Conqueror's
army behind him. She simply grinned and hurried off

After Callisto became in command again, she orddérecrmy to attack Gurkhan's
compound. Xena and the Amazons however took cateeokives, checking on them
and then finding them a safe place to rest. As e sitting there, Xena was
overlooking the fighting in the compound.

"What's going on down there?" inquired Gabriellee Stood up from the rock and
came over to her friend.

Xena folded her arms then replied, "Looks like {S&dl has it under control.”

"Yeah?" The Amazon Queen stood there, visuallyan8pg the on goings in the
compound. "Looks like they're rounding up the saiglithat are still alive.”

"Mmmm," agreed Xena. She then noticed her daugttesmpanied them.
"Thank god that didn't take her long," complainee princess.

The Warrior Princess shifted her weight onto hghtrside. "I don't like this," she
whispered.

"What you mean?" inquired Gabrielle.

"They're lining up Gurkhan's men... like they're gpto be executed,” explained Eve.
"I think they are," stated Xena.

Gabrielle shook her head and said, "We can't letdbehat... they're prisoners."
Xena felt her shoulders drop slightly as she tutmedattention to Gabrielle. "There's
not much we can do, Gabrielle. The Conqueror gavespecific orders to destroy
everything."

"What? Why?"

"Because they had you," simply answered the war8be turned her head away and
now saw two of Callisto's men escorting a man detsiDamn it," she growled.



"lts Gurkhan," whispered the bard. "Oh gods, if kitle him... I'll never be able to
find my sister.” She suddenly took of racing fog tompound.

"Damn it," repeated Xena. She also took off.
Eve looked back at the Amazons and wives. "Stag.her
"What's going on?" inquired Varia.

"It's not good... just stay here," ordered Eve. Sillewed after her mother and the
Amazon Queen.

"Callisto," yelled Gabrielle. She approached theahaaptain and grabbed her arm.
"What are you planning to do with Gurkhan?"

Callisto turned her head to the Amazon Queen,thigtigh her cold eyes rested on the
woman's hand.

Gabrielle sensed the annoyance and she releasiestdZahrm.

The naval captain finally looked at Gabrielle. ldpto kill him with the rest of his
men then burn Magador to the ground."

"You can't kill Gurkhan, Callisto."”

Callisto grinned and said, "l have orders to dgstioything and anybody here." She
turned her attention away but without noticing Ewel Xena had came up to
Gabrielle's side.

"No," growled Gabrielle suddenly. "I'm ordering yoat to kill him, Callisto."

The naval captain quickly turned back to Gabrieau order me?" she hissed. She
fully turned to the Amazon Queen and lowered hadr@own. "You do not order me.
You are the Queen of Amazons... not of me." She sugdaealked away and
unsheathed her sword, she was heading right fdcauar

"No!" yelled the angry bard. She chased after €alland grabbed her by the arm and
swung her around. "l need him to find my sistehg gelled.

Callisto became full of anger at that point anduigitt her blade up to Gabrielle's
throat. "Your head would look nice beside Gurkharske whispered as a grin crept
along her expression.

"Don't you dare," growled Xena, she already hadskard out.

Eve had her hand on her hilt, prepared to drawitit o

"Oh dear Xena...." Callisto lifted her golden, wilges to the warrior. "You're much
softer than the Conqueror. | kinda like it."

The Warrior Princess narrowed her eyes. "And dothiok the Conqueror will like



you killing her?"

"Oh | don't know," teased the naval captain, "slhghtnot, and that could be a lot of
fun." She had a toothy grin as her attention loddrack to the bard. "But... maybe
I'll save it for another day." She lowered her sivdOn a rainy day, how's that
sound?"

"You fuc-"

"Ah ah aaah, don't say things that'll come to hgont Queen Gabrielle," warned
Callisto. She started to walk away, towards Gurklbam already heard Gabrielle
moving after her. "Stop her," she ordered to séwdraer men.

The soldiers quickly rushed forward and blocked rigdle away from Callisto.

"You'll enjoy watching this, Queen Gabrielle." Tin@val captain spun her sword and
slowly closed in on the bounded slaver.

"No!" yelled the bard.

A soldier quickly moved to grab a hold of Gabriglleamobilizing her. The other
soldiers then unsheathed their swords and stepgpéa Xiena and Eve.

Xena gritted her teeth as she calculated everythinnggnew there was nothing she
could do.

Gabrielle struggled against the solider but shelenly stopped when she saw
Callisto thrust her sword forward.

Gurkhan let out a quiet cry, as he became motisrdaeshe blade. He then fell over
when Callisto extracted her sword.

Callisto spun around with a happy grin and heldhgbloody sword. "Who's next?"
Gabrielle looked away and lowered her head. "Olsgod
~*Part 18*~

Eponin turned around when she heard her friend ¢otaghe room. "How you
doing, Teresa?"

"I'm okay." Teresa closed the door and leaned bgelknst it. "Trying to get use to
this big place."

"You do after awhile,"” promised the weapons master.
"Yeah? You have huh?"
The Amazon grinned back at Teresa. "Not really."

Teresa laughed crossed one leg over the otheredstslll of her weight press against



the door. "Its not a bad place. The Conqueror tydes.'s
"She thinks... big," joked the weapons master.
"Hey, you have to give her some credit.”

The weapons master sat down on her bed and lodKestesa. "How you figure
that?"

"Well... think about it from a warrior's stand poithe's conquered a better part of
the known-world."

Eponin slowly nodded. "She has from a warrior'sdtaoint."

"I mean... it is impressive, you have to admit." Bargrinned. "How many people
you know can do what she's done?"

"Only one," replied Eponin.
"Who's that?" questioned Teresa.

Eponin stood up while saying, "The Conqueror." $atgked around the bed a peered
out of the window, she was overlooking the markeaa

"So... when's dinner around here?"

Eponin shrugged as she noted the long shadow #tie eeas setting over the market
place. "l think whenever we want it."

"How about what's for dinner?"

"l think that's also whatever we want," replied Wiapons master.

Teresa laughed and added, "I could really getaseis place."

"Wait until you see the bath."” The weapons masteretd around with a sly grin.
The Amazon straightened up off the door. "l camlitwet's go now."

Eponin laughed and came over. "Alright... go outsidd make a right."

Teresa didn't waste any time and swung open the doo

Eponin followed behind and shut the door. "Oh anah't mention this to Amarice."
"Ep, you know she'll kill us both if she finds aué knew and didn't tell her."

"I know, isn't it great?" teased the weapons master

Teresa chuckled and smiled at her friend. "Defipnite



"When do you think we'll attack?" quietly asked tin@rrior-bard.

The Conqueror considered her friend's questiommasat down in a chair next to a
table. She stared up at the hut's ceiling as shegtit about the plans. "Maybe later
this week."

"You think we're close to the mining shaft?"

The Conqueror slowly nodded, her eyes followedAtrazon as she sat down on the
foot of her bed. "How are your Amazons looking?"

"I think pretty well set. Do you think it's stilbd early to head over to Sinteres's?"

"Yes. Give it another day or two... depending.” Stes\@bout to add more but
faltered as she realized something. "Hades," sh&lgd.

"What's wrong?"
"We need to wait until the scout ship arrives witbrd about Queen Gabrielle."
"Conqueror, | don't think that'll matter. | meahess there and Sinteres is here."

The Conqueror shook her head and stated, "It valiten. As soon as word gets out |
attacked one of my head slavers, Gurkhan will légddbrielle over my head."”

"Wait, wait." The warrior-bard held up her handsmamtarily then lowered them

back down. "How the Hades can anybody sure thatll.theeAmazon Queen is of

any importance to you."

"Word is already out, Gabrielle," reminded the Qoexgr. "Plenty of people have
seen her and | together, talking. They all know Eimalve no doubt Sinteres helped get
the information around."

The Amazon Queen sighed, as she knew her friendiglats "So we wait then."

"That's all we can do until then."

Gabrielle sadly nodded but looked up from the flmothe ruler. "By now, I'd say
Xena has Queen Gabirielle out of Gurkhan's hands."

The Conqueror sighed as she actually sat backhetchair. "I hope so, Gabrielle."
She let her eyes lower down, she just stared dtdbe "l will run Gurkhan through
myself if he's done anything to her."

"l didn't think you worried about her," quietly ntened Gabrielle. She felt blue eyes
lift up to her with question in them. "Are you wyinig now, Conqueror?"

Xena huffed then muttered, "I have a treaty to ol H



"Oh." Gabrielle stood up and crossed over to X&tee bent down to her and grinned
at her. "Didn't know the treaty entailed saving @ieeen and destroying her enemies."

"Gabirielle, don't-"

"l wasn't," cut off Gabrielle, "l was just... poingrsome facts out, my liege." She
patted the woman's knee then stood up. She sathaiathat accompanied the desk.
"Worrying isn't always a bad thing, you know."

The Conqueror didn't say anything, she remaineasil

"Conqueror?"

The Warrior Princess returned her attention toftend.

"Do me a favour huh?"

"What is that?"

Gabrielle put her words together in her head righh spoke them. "If she smiles at
you and you feel your knees weak for just a mortteem don't let her leave your life."

The ruler only lowered her eyes again and didy'asgthing back to her.

Gabrielle knew though her words were sinking inhvier friend. She stood up and
offered, "Dinner here tonight?"

"That would be nice," replied the Conqueror. Sle®dtup and accompanied the
warrior-bard to the dining hut.

~*Part 19*~

"Wait, wait," stated the Amazon Queen. "You'reitglilme she has to send a scout
ship ahead to let the Conqueror know I'm safe?"

"Yes," replied Xena. "Why?"

Gabrielle stood up from her chair in Cleopatrassgtoom. "To Hades with that, I'll
go on the scout ship."

The warrior grinned and said, "That's fine butsietne of us go with you."

"There's not much room on a scout ship," remindadr@lle.

"l know, so Eve and | can go with you." Xena stopdfrom her own chair and came
over to her friend. "l think its best the Amazoteyswith the wives, to watch over

them."

"l agree." Gabrielle paused when she grabbed theltndle. "l guess we need to
talk to Callisto huh?"



"Yeah, afraid so."

The Amazon Queen bit her lower lip but turned ®dioor. "Here goes." She flung
open the door. "Go get Eve and I'll talk to Catlist

"Gabrielle, are you sure?" asked the concernedavarr

"I'm positive. | can handle her." Gabrielle shrugigeen added, "I have to some
time."

"Just holler if you need help. Alright?"

The Amazon Queen nodded then watched the warsapgear down at the other end
of the long hallway. She then faced the other embisdowly walked down to

Callisto's room. After a deep, long breath shellfiianocked on the door. She heard
the naval captain order for her to come insidedoen. She opened the door and
stepped into her room. "Callisto, | need to talkhwjiou."

Callisto reappeared out of the wash room, wearsgher leathers. "Oh Queen
Gabrielle, how can | help you?" She grinned andheuthands on her hips.

"I heard you have to send a scout ship to giveCiiequeror word of what's
happening."

"Yes, | do. Why?"

Gabrielle pressed her now folded arms againstlnestc”l'd like to return to Greece
on the scout ship with Eve and Xena."

The naval captain thought about it for a few misutguddenly a large grin appeared
in her expression. "That's fine but the ship leamesbout half a candlemark from
now. So | suggest you hurry, Queen Gabrielle."”

Gabrielle nodded and started to leave but callEdatik you."

"Oh you're quite welcome," taunted Callisto. She & Amazon leave and she
laughed to herself.

The bard rushed down the hallway in search of X@mhEve. "Xena?" she yelled.
She heard the room two doors up open immediately.

"What's wrong?" asked Xena, she stepped out afoibwa.
"The ship leaves in half a candlemark."

"Alright, wait there. Eve and | are coming. | juigtve to finish up my conversation
with Varia."

Gabrielle nodded and remained standing there Xatia and her daughter came out.
The three women then quickly went to the docksaarth the ship just in time.



~*Part 20*~

The Conqueror slipped into the tent and receivsahide from the warrior-bard.
"Hey," she greeted. "How are things?"

"Not bad," replied the Amazon Queen. Gabrielledsatn in her chair next to the foot
of her bed. "All the Amazons have been positiomethe area.”

"Have they been shown their various tasks duriegbtitle?"
The warrior-bard slowly nodded and said, "Solad &phiny are handling that now."

"And you're not helping?" The Conqueror had a slggin as she folded her arms
over her chest.

"No... to be honest, | needed a break." The smalliarasighed and lowered her
head. "I'm worried about the others."

"I am myself," confessed the Conqueror very quietly

The Amazon Queen lifted her head again and saWwdhest look in the ruler's face.
"I'm sure they're okay," she promised.

The Conqueror only nodded but did not voice henigpi.
"How is the mining shaft going over there?"

"lts coming along." Xena's eyes flickered to theoflthen back at her friend. "I expect
to hit the shaft by tonight."

"That soon?"
The Conqueror grinned evilly. "Yes that soon. ha& men working on it non stop."

"That figures." Gabrielle just gave a grin back blaé then went serious. "Do you
think we'll be able to stop them?"

"We'll crush them," simply replied the ruler. "Imlbplan on letting them walk away."
The small warrior sighed at her friend's words. Blweg her head low. Then a
guestion came to her and she looked back up. "Buetlyis angry because you want to
be? Or you this angry because of what they didabriglle?"

The ruler's jaw tightened and loosened severalstittizraco betrayed me and went
behind my back. Sinteres supports him."

"That's really why?"
The Conqueror's arm fell from her chest and watkest to the opposite side of the

tent. She spun around to face her friend. "Whatalowant, Gabrielle huh?" She
shook her head and angrily asked, "You want maltarf love with her huh? Is this



what's it about?"

Gabrielle slowly rose up and stated, "You're alygadove, my liege. You just don't
want to face it." She paused and suddenly got aogry'Screw your dark side, you
will not find any balance without her. And you'metscared to admit that to
yourself." She shook her head and went to thefligmt"You'll be ten times stronger
with her than without her." She disappeared ouheftent.

The Conqueror stood there angry than before andesiiglrushed out of the tent after
the Amazon Queen. She quickly found her and grabkedy the arm. She spun her
around and brought her face into Gabrielle's. "Dbquestion my power in this
world. | am stronger without her."

The warrior-bard narrowed her eyes and hotly whiehe'Then why are you so intent
on killing her persecutors and bringing her home®Prhe know when you figure that
out, Plato." She jerked her arm free and walked off

The Conqueror stared at her back and then redlieethen and a few Amazons were
staring at her. She growled and disappeared asmelthe late afternoon.

~*Part 21*~

The Amazon Queen jumped onto the dock and waiteldeotwo friends to follow.
"Hurry,"” she ordered. It been a three day trip fiégypt, well more of two and half
days and it was about midday now.

Xena and Eve were on the dock now and trying toyrafter the bard.

"Gabrielle, wait up," called the Warrior Princess.

The bard sighed and stopped at the end of the doc&ed to know what's
happening."

"We know, but sprinting down a dock is not goindhep much," interjected Eve.
"Queen Gabrielle?" suddenly yelled a voice.

"Eponin?" The Queen had spun around to see heromeapaster at the end of the
dock. "Ep!" She smiled happily and rushed to hienf.

The Amazon laughed as she was taken into a big'ggods, welcome home, my
Queen." She squeezed the Queen as hard as she could

Gabrielle pulled back from the hug and smiled atAraazon. "How are you?"
"l was about to ask you that."
The bard giggled and said, "I'm fine."

"I'm glad.”



"l was so worried about you and Palamon and Ephiny.

Eponin smiled warmly and reached up to brush backQueen's hair from her face.
"We're fine. Ephiny made it to the Conqueror fillee Conqueror was able to get
Palamon and | out of the compound.”

The bard smiled so happily at the news but thergsha confused look. "Why are
you here?"

The weapons master sighed and replied, "It's astony, I'll tell you later. I'm here
with Amarice and Teresa too."

The bard looked past her Amazon and now saw the/bnmog Amazons coming out
of the castle towards the pier.

Eponin finally took a step back and greeted Xersalawe. "Glad you two are back.
Where are the others?"

"We came on the scout ship,” explained Xena, "Tthers will be here soon enough.”

"My Queen!" squealed Teresa. She pushed past thpome master and grabbed the
Queen in a hug.

Gabrielle laughed and hugged her back tightly. thea went to Amarice and saw the
Amazon smile shyly at her. "Come here, Reece."

The Amazon chuckled at the nickname and hugge®been. "Its good to have you
back, my Queen."

The bard pulled back and smiled at her three An&zon

"Have you heard word from the Conqueror?" inquiXeta.

Eponin peered up at the warrior. "Well Gabriellatsgord that everything was
prepared. As soon as they heard word that QueeneBalwas okay, they planned to
attack."

"What was the plan?" urged Xena.

Eve was listening to the weapons master explaithagttack plan but she now saw a
soldier approaching them. She furrowed her eyebkelen she saw a scroll in his

hands. "l think we're about to find out the moserg news."

Eponin fell short on her words when she followe@'B\eyes. She saw the messenger
approach her. "Soldier," she greeted.

"Regent." The messenger bowed his head and hahdestioll over. "This is from
the Conqueror and Queen Gabrielle.”

Eponin took the scroll and quickly unrolled it.



Gabrielle shifted to stand beside her friend ard the scroll as well. After she
finished it, she looked up with fearful eyes. "Theybeen taken by surprise."

"What?" growled Xena.

"Sinteres and Draco attacked them," explained Epdiihey must have known."
"How were things before you left?" hastily asked@elle to the messenger.
"They were not well, Queen Gabrielle.” The soldighed then further explained,
"The Conqueror and Queen Gabrielle were taken iserps you said. When | left,
they were just starting to get organized and e

"Are many dead?"

"Mostly the Conqueror's men," replied the soldigiery few Amazons."

"The Conqueror and Queen Gabrielle are okay?"

"Yes of course, Queen Gabrielle," answered theeolto is the regent.”

Gabrielle briskly nodded then asked, "Did the odd& bad?"

"They were improving some when | left but at firstt at all. Neither the Conqueror
or Queen Gabrielle expected them to attack.”

The Queen sighed and looked to Xena and Eve. "Werlget to them."

"We will go too," offered Eponin.

"No, no wait." The Queen held up her hand. "I ngaud three to stay." She turned to
her weapons master and grasped her shouldersistGaill return soon with the
others. If you're not here to hold down the Conqguerole then she'll assume it. And
right now, | do not like that woman."

"That is wise," agreed the soldier.

The bard's eyes flicked over to the messengertibek to Eponin. She was even
more sure now that it'd come from the soldier's tmou

"Of course, my Queen," agreed the weapons master.

Gabrielle softly smiled and released her shouldéus there enough men for us to
take to the battle?"

"There should be," cut in Teresa. "I've been kegpimad counts.”
"How many?" inquired Queen Gabrielle.

"Five hundred plus," replied Teresa.



The bard sighed and peered over at Xena and Ewsv thany?"
Eve looked at her mother. "A hundred and fifty,e sitated.”
"Two hundred," countered Xena.

"We should leave over three hundred here,” pradeSte. "Just to make sure Callisto
does not get any ideas."

The Warrior Princess thought about it then saidhUAdred and seventy-five."

Eve grinned at her mother's amount, she turnechtwi€@le. "A hundred and seventy-
five."

Eponin looked to the soldier, "Take care of it."
"Yes of course." The soldier hurried off.

Gabrielle then returned her attention to her weapoaster. "When Varia, Cyane, and
the others come here have them stay with younktitis the wises choice right now."

"I will, my Queen."

Xena came up beside the bard and grasped her gdigltly. "We should get ready
to move."

"Travel tonight?" offered Eve.

"Yes, we'll be closer.” Xena squeezed the baraislder and let go.

"Let's go then," ordered Gabrielle. She hurriedvath her friends all following suit.
~*Part 22*~

Gabrielle stayed mounted on the horse and to esiderof her was Xena and Eve.
Behind Gabrielle though was trailing a hundred sexkenty five men all prepared to
die for the Conqueror. She too was prepared téodithe Conqueror. She could only
hope her Amazons were fighting with every lastibistrength to stop Sinteres and
Draco.

"I think we're close," quietly spoke Eve.

"We are," agreed Xena, she was now ridged in hadleaHer eyes were darting each
way and her head dropped to one side.

"What is it?" whispered the Queen.
"l can hear the fighting," quietly replied the WarrPrincess. "Eve?"

The daughter had her eyes closed and she was toyfogus on it as well. It was
often she used her skills but she had them delspitelong it had been. "Yeah, | hear



them too."

"How much longer until we're there then?"

"About ten minutes tops," replied Xena.

"Should | prepared the men?" quietly asked the.bard

Eve faintly nodded.

Gabrielle held up her hand and came to a halth8bhed all of the Conqueror's
soldiers stop and there was finally silence instefaarmour clanking. She turned her
horse around to face the troops. "We are closeddattle. Prepare yourselves." For a
response, she heard the loud din of swords scrapihgf sheaths. "Remember, do
not fail your liege as | never would either."

The soldiers raised their swords and cheered dsuhédtled.

"Let's stop they bastards," she hotly whisperedtanmted her mare around. She
tapped the horse's side and hurried into a trot.

Eve and Xena tapped their horses' sides and fatldedind.

The soldiers all yelled in unison and jogged behuiti their swords at the ready.

The three women came through a large grouping oids@nd all they could hear
now was a mix of fighting, yelling, and screamingtjahead. Once they were through
the huge grouping of trees, they found a huge rhainoazons, soldiers, and warriors
fighting in front of the gates of Sinteres's comipadu

Gabrielle growled and spun her horse around. Shequbat the battle and yelled to
the soldiers, "Attack!"

The soldiers all yelled and raged past the thremevothen flooded into the
battlefield.

The Conqueror suddenly heard the sounds of a Was@diers crashing into the
battle. She frantically tried to figure out whelngstwave came from since she didn't
command it. She growled and lunged at her attdo&eause of her frustration.

"I have to find Gabrielle, the Conqueror, or Ephirgnnounced Gabrielle.

"I'll go with you," promised Eve.

"Xena?"

The warrior unsheathed her sword. "Go ahead. limggo help out.”

"Be careful, mother," warned Eve.

The warrior saw her daughter's look and noddedu'téo. I'll see you after the



battle.”

Eve nodded and watched her mother disappear iatbdtile with her mare. Her eyes
then flickered up to the trees. "There are Amazonbke trees," she whispered.

The Queen lifted her eyes and saw all the Amazons.

Eve dismounted her horse suddenly said, "Come thimk we'll be able to find them
faster from the trees."”

The bard quickly agreed and dismounted her horseesisShe approached a tree and
with Eve's help, jumped up into the tree. She duildoked around from the treetops
and saw her Amazons shooting their arrows at vargmemies. She then scanned
around for Ephiny or the Conqueror or Gabrielle.

"Wait, there's Ephiny,"” spoke up Eve. She pointiédooher right. "And there's
Gabrielle."

The Amazon Queen saw Gabrielle was too far awajevidphiny was much closer.
"Let's get to Ephiny first."

Eve nodded her head. She took her friend's handsiet, "Ready?"

The bard faintly nodded then followed Eve through trees. She wasn't very good at
jumping from branch to branch but it was an art\wwhe starting to learn now.

"Can you land okay?"

"Yes," replied the bard. For a demonstration, sineged off the branch and landed
neatly beside her regent.

Eve chuckled and also leapt to the ground.

"Gabrielle!" yelled the regent, her face suddengnivhappy. She then had fearful
eyes and swung her staff around. "Duck!"

The Amazon Queen dropped down as the staff wemtlerehead and smashed into
one of Draco's men.

Eve quickly moved and punched the man several tandsvatched him collapsed.
Gabrielle laughed and stood back up. "Miss me?'tshsed.

"Sweet Artemis, yes." Ephiny laughed and was abmbug her friend but didn't
because of the battle going on. She saw an enemygaip from behind her Queen.
"Take this." She threw the staff at the bard.

The Queen neatly caught it and spun it while tugraround. "Hey, this is my staff."

Ephiny laughed while extracting her sword from back. "Yup, | thought you might
show up and want it." She grinned at her oppon#ribdhe right. She glanced over at



Eve who was sword playing with another bad guy.

Gabrielle grinned at her enemy. She hadn't usedth#rin awhile but she knew her
body hadn't forgotten how to use her staff. Shelsoly attacked her enemy but not
without talking to her regent. "How are things?"

"They're getting better," called back the regebid"you bring in the calvary?"
Gabrielle laughed and yelled, "Yeah, we broughtesomen with us."”

"Us?" yelled Ephiny.

"Xena, Eve and |," answered the bard. She struckimemy across the face then
brought her staff back around to give him sevel@lb to his stomach and legs.

"What is the plan?"

"What the plan was to surprise attack SinteresDmago but they actually ended up
taking our idea."

Gabrielle chuckled to herself as she gave onenkast blow to the guy's stomach,
sending him onto his back. "What's the plan now?"

"To try and fix our plans," called Ephiny. She sadly stabbed forward and was able
to penetrate her enemy's defenses and run her siroregh him. "The Conqueror
should be showing up soon."

"What you mean, showing up soon?" yelled the b&hd was already engaged in
another fight but with two soldiers this time.

"She'll be opening the gates to the compound s@nswered the regent. "Hopefully
with Draco and Sinteres running out screaming."

"l got to get to the Conqueror," called the bard.

"It won't matter, Gabrielle. She has her plans otian."

"I know that," yelled the bard as she growled attiv® attackers. She struck one
across the side of his head knocking him out tierveent for her other enemy. "I just
need to know she's okay."

Ephiny sighed as she jumped to her right and hemgrfrom front and behind ran
each other through with their own swords. "Alriget;s see if we can break for it."
She then noted Eve had been silent so she yelted, You still with us?"

The princess laughed and replied, "Of course. Wetbmake a run for it now if we're
going to get near those gates."

"Alright." Ephiny went to the tree quickly and jurgb up into the branches.

Gabrielle sighed and threw her staff up to hermege



Ephiny caught it and saw her Queen jump up but sirest her balance. She caught
her by the shoulder and said, "Steady." She thdraliauge grin and said, "Nice
clothes by the way."

Gabrielle groaned as she realized she was stikirslave clothes.

Eve chuckled and saw two enemies coming at hergBheed and said, "Come on,
boys." She waited to the last minute then jumpedBatow, she heard them smash
into one another.

"There are the gates." Ephiny pointed straight dh&aabrielle is over there too."
"Great, maybe we can help her out."

Ephiny nodded at her Queen's words.

"What is the plan anyway?" inquired Eve.

The regent sighed. "Once the Conqueror flushesheutest of the men from the
compound, we're to encircle them then squeeze."

Eve fainlty nodded and said, "And now?"

"Still the same." Ephiny then looked over at thenea-bard fighting alone. "Let's
go." She leaped from branch to branch with Eve@adrielle following behind her.

The Queen then realized as she was making heronthg tyates, her Amazons were
realizing she was with them. The Amazons were sulgidehistle at her or cheer to
her and then fight even harder against their enrgmaieenewed strength in them.
"They're happy you're home," whispered Ephiny, @ehgrin on her face.

Gabrielle chuckled as she stood beside her regsnupder the warrior-bard. She was
still waiting for Eve to catch up to them. She tlehd her hand out when she saw
Eve join them.

Ephiny handed over the staff. "Let's be careful."

The bard nodded and jumped down to the ground.

The warrior-bard had just knocked out her enemysgnoh around when she heard the
person behind her. She held up her sais in defeesy to attack. She then lowered
her sais at seeing Queen Gabrielle before her.ri@?"

The bard smiled happily.

The watrrior-bard laughed happily and jumped atfhend.

The bard found herself caught up in a huge hugsaedcouldn't help but return it. She

closed her eyes and squeezed tightly. Around hercsuld hear Ephiny and Eve
landing on an enemies to stop him from attackimgrth



The warrior-bard pulled back finally and asked, tife okay?"
"Perfectly," reassured the bard. "You?"

"Never better now." Gabrielle hadn't lost her siiilehe Conqueror will be here
soon."

"That's what Eph said too." The bard then notetigbeeral of Draco's men were
closing in on them. "Well, we better not keep theaiting."

The warrior-bard grinned back and spun her saigevhirning around.

"By the way," called the bard, "Xena is here."

"l kind of thought so since Eve is here."

Eve laughed between her fighting and yelled, "Mo#t®uld show up soon.”

"l think she already has." The warrior-bard hadgtdwsight from the corner of her eye
her soulmate pressing through the battle andostihrgo.

Just as Xena approached the group, the gates obthpound flung open with Draco
and Sinteres both on horseback and about fifty mehing behind them to get out of
the compound.

Suddenly a woman's deep voice boomed through title bgelling, "Kill them all!"

"Guess who?" muttered the bard. She looked ovityeawarrior-bard and called, "l
need to get to the Conqueror."

Gabrielle looked between the bard and her oppoisdra.then realized her soulmate
had joined into the group. "Xena," she yelled.

The warrior smiled at her partner but knew she ededmething. "What's wrong?"
she asked.

"Can you get Gabrielle to the Conqueror?"

For a response, the Warrior Princess urged her tadhe bard's side and she held her
hand down.

The Amazon Queen took out her opponent then spustat. She turned around and
took the offered help, she easily mounted Argo.

Xena took a deep breath, spun her sword and tukrgmaround. She urged Argo
into a gallop and headed for the gates, slashingvlag through. It took about two
minutes to press through the battle and get t€Ctrequeror.

Once they were there, Gabrielle didn't wait a sdamd slipped out of the saddle.
"Conqueror!" she yelled.



The ruler had just finished off her enemy and spuound at hearing her name. Her
eyes widened when she saw Gabrielle just aheadroShe saw the bard was rushing
to her and not paying attention to anything. She @ae of Draco's men charging the
Amazon Queen and she growled at this. She grabdrechakram and brought it up
then threw it.

The bard didn't even notice the chakram but did tleaenemy yell when the
chakram rammed into his chest. She came right tipetouler and smiled at her.

"Be more careful,” growled the Conqueror. She nmato the enemy on his back
with a chakram sticking from his chest.

"Good to see you too," teased the Amazon Queen.

The ruler just glared at the small woman but bestre could do any more lecturing,
she was pulled into a hug. The Conqueror stooe therprised yet she wrapped her
free arm around the bard. She felt as if so mudieofainger drained out. She then
lifted her eyes in time to see a warrior comingham. The only thing she could do
was pull Gabrielle in tighter and spun around tohgr back to him. She buried her
head into Gabrielle more when she felt the bladsisht her back but that was it.

Xena had stepped in after flipping off her sad8lee'd stopped the soldier's sword
with her own blade. She suddenly kicked at him aushed him further from the
Conqueror and the bard.

"Are you okay?" hastily asked the Amazon Queenpaied expression on her face.
"I'm fine," reassured the ruler. "How about you?"

"I'm okay," replied the bard. "I'm so sor-"

"lts okay," cut off the ruler. "I just want thisggfat over with."

Gabrielle furrowed her eyebrows at that total cleainghe Conqueror's attitude.

The Conqueror sighed and whispered, "l want toguad"

The Amazon Queen nodded faintly and turned aroumehvehe'd seen that look in the
ruler's face. She raised her staff up, and stofipe@lade that was coming at her from
behind.

The ruler growled and took on the other enemy\eett at her back. At certain points,
she'd take a quick look at the Amazon Queen to makeshe was okay. She was
starting to realize just how good Gabrielle waswhier staff. She also started

surveying the battle and noted they were now wigiaind crushing Draco's men. It
would not be long before this battle was finallyeotor them.

~Fk ko

The Conqueror stared at the two men locked ingtevpgon. They were both on



opposite ends of the wagon, their eyes closedirgimg) to forget today's lost. The
fire light from around the camp was reflecting tféir face, she could see all of the
blood and scars on their faces.

After shaking her head a few times, she turnedradt@nd walked back into camp. In
the background, she could hear the two jail gutailking again. She stopped about
midway into the camp and scanned all of the Amazamasher soldiers. Everybody
was busy cleaning up or taking care of his or heunds. Her healers along with two
Amazon healers were shifting through everybodyckimg on them.

The Conqueror turned her attention away from thedhlaoked across the camp to
one tent. She saw the firelight inside of the tecitering and a shadow moving back
and forth inside of the tent. Slowly she took ilorag breath then made her way to the
tent. Once she neared it, she paused but wentiosiidl

The bard looked up in surprise when the ruler exter

The Conqueror instantly realized the Amazon Queas ehanging out of her clothes.
"Excuse me," she apologized and turned her baGatwielle. She felt rather
embarrassed now for barging in without thinking.

"Its okay," countered the bard. "I could actuakewour help."

The Conqueror kept her back to the younger womamadsked, "With?"

Gabrielle returned to taking her small top off teaé'd received while at Gurkhan's. "I
have a wound on my back."

Immediately the Warrior Princess turned around anrwe She then realized Gabrielle
was topless. "Hades," she growled and turned backd.

Gabrielle laughed and said, "Hey we're both women."

"Yes, | know this, Queen Gabrielle but...." She was fFor words. "Its just not
polite,” she finished.

"Alright... let me sit down on the cot with my baakyou. On the bed is a medical kit
if you can help to clean it for me. | can't selettalone reach it."

"Tell me when you're ready."

The bard quietly shifted to the bed and sat dowtheredge, her back directly to the
ruler. "lts okay."

Xena slowly turned around and approached her. 8bided to sit down behind the
young woman. She reached over to grab the medicaltkich was next to the
Queen's Amazon attire. "You found your clothes?"

"Yes, Ephiny was kind enough to bring them."

The Conqueror licked her lips as she picked thrabgfkit, looking for a cloth. "I



saw she brought you your staff as well."

"Yes," confirmed the bard. She then realized theuwld need some water to better
clean the wound. "Over there on the chair is sole@ncwater."

"Thank you." The Conqueror got up and went oveagitl up the bowl! of water that
was near the other end of the cot.

Gabrielle knew she was about to turn around andhee®pless again. She quickly
lifted her arms and crossed them over her breastbgfore the ruler turned around.

The Conqueror paused for a second but then quicklyed back to her spot behind
the young woman. "Thanks," she whispered.

"For?" quietly asked the bard.

The ruler chuckled while placing the bowl in hgu.l&For the water." Her voice was
in a teasing tone.

The bard faintly grunted because she knew whyulex was really thanking her. She
then sensed a large hand grasping her shoulde¢hand wet cloth pressing into her
back.

Xena carefully dabbed the bard's back cleanindhapound. "How'd you get this?"
she asked quietly.

"I'm not sure really.” Gabrielle shrugged then atjdéjust realized it not long after
we got back into camp.”

"Mmmm." The Conqueror continued patting the woulgho. She then lowered both
of her hands into the bowl with the cloth and thaylaly cleaned it. "Hurt at all?"

"Not really... I'm sure it will when you put that salon."”

"Most likely," agreed the Conqueror. She claspadhlaad on the bard's shoulder
again and carefully cleaned the wound a second tiHew did things go at
Gurkhan's?"

"There wasn't really any problems."

The Conqueror raised an eyebrow at the word '&g.there were some problems?"
The Queen was about to blurt out what happeneddestiwer and Callisto but
stopped herself just as quickly. She knew it wake'tright time to discuss it but she
knew she would have to sooner or later. "Well...dhl major problem was | almost
ended up bedding Gurkhan." She shook her head.I"Bas lucky."

"Oh?" Xena put the cloth down in the bowl and patk the bowl. She placed it on
the floor. "What happened?"

"Varia showed up and stopped us before it happéned.



The Conqueror let out a breath. She started mithingugh the kit again, looking for
salve. "l take it you came on the scout ship?"

"Yes," answered the bard. "l was... concerned."

"About? The battle?" suggested the ruler. She apdmecontainer of balm and
spread some of her two right fingers.

"Well, that too," agreed the bard. She hissed #&aayhitened her back out when the
salve touched her wound. "Hades that stuff stings."

The ruler grinned some but continued to apply théweent. "The battle huh?"

"l was worried about you," confessed the bard. 8aml| was about my Amazons, the
battle, and Gabrielle... but you too."

The Warrior Princess slowly raised an eyebrow asbhbmission.
"l can see that eyebrow up," joked Gabrielle.

Xena huffed. "Everything else was okay?" she pedjsNo problems with Cleopatra
or Callisto?"

"No... no," half lied the bard. "All of Gurkhan's vas are coming back too."

"And what do you suggest we do with them?" The @engr put on a little more
salve then stopped. She closed up the lid andesligpaway.

"l was planning to offer them to join my Nation.. tifat's alright by you, my liege."
"I think its perfect," agreed the ruler.
Gabrielle was surprised by the agreement so shedt# turn around.

The ruler was about to stop her but soft green egraght her. She tried to keep her
attention fully above Gabrielle's neck.

"Seriously?"

Xena swallowed and slowly nodded. "I agree with.yidhink you need more
Amazons," she whispered.

"Thank you."

The Conqueror could only simply nod again as shehed over without moving her
head a fraction. Xena's right hand scurried forr&#b's top.

Gabrielle chuckled when she found the top in hedsa"Thanks."

"No problem." The dark ruler sprung up from the laed walked off towards the tent



flap.

The Queen already had her top on and buckled ibdbk. "Thank you for taking care
of the wound."

The Conqueror stopped in front of the flap andédraround, relieved to see
Gabrielle's top on now. "You're welcome. Get soes tonight."

"I will, you too, my liege."
The ruler moved her head in acknowledgement tHentki left.
The Amazon Queen groaned and fell back into her'Gmoooddsss," she moaned.

The Conqueror hadn't walked off that far when skerth Gabrielle's noises. She felt a
small grin tug at her lips as she strolled throtighcamp to her own hut.

The warrior-bard was still holding onto her soulenat

Xena finally lifted her head after this long huglamhispered, "You want to lay
down?"

Gabrielle sighed and squeezed her partner tightea. moment."
The warrior kissed her partner's temple. "l misgaal"

"I missed you too, Xena." The small warrior finaltyced herself to released her
partner. "Know what though?"

"Mmmm?"
"l am a little hungry."

The Warrior Princess corked an eyebrow at thatw'ldbout you sit down and I'll
hunt some food down for us."

"Are you sure? | can co-"

"lts okay," cut off the warrior. "Just take it edayh? I'll be back shortly.” She left the
tent in hopes to find her and Gabrielle some kihhod. As she was milling through
the camp, looking for some signs of a mess terd.tBén caught the Conqueror in the
corner of her eye, she hastily made her way toulss.

"Hi, Xena," greeted the ruler.

"Conqueror." Xena held out her arm.

The Conqueror smiled and briskly shook arms withwfarrior. "Nice job today."



"You didn't do bad yourself,” commented the wartrthe finally released the strong
arm.

"How is Gabrielle?" inquired the ruler.
"She is fine... exhausted but fine."

The Conqueror shifted her weight to her right fd®hings were rather stressful for
her."

"I know," whispered the watrrior.
"She will be fine," reassured the ruler, "espegialhce you're back."
Xena nodded at the Conqueror's word. "How is thee@@"

"l was just there," confessed the ruler, "she traly a small wound on her back.
Otherwise she is fine."

"Glad to hear it." Xena was about to move awaydbopped when she thought to ask
the ruler about the mess tent. "Where can | findestood? Gabrielle is pretty
hungry."

"Mmmm." The Conqueror was about to tell her butead decided to show her. "This
way." She made a beeline for the food tent. "Ikhilre Queen will want something as
well."

"Mmmm," agreed Xena, "lions to feed."

The ruler chuckled deeply in agreement.

Together the pair found the food tent and wentm$o begin the food selection. The
Conqueror made sure to get one of everything Sheavas completely unsure what
the Queen would want anyway. After both women Inadt trays of food, they
separated and each went to a Gabrielle's tent.

"Can | come in?" called a deep voice.

Gabrielle sat up from her bed and realized it vm@sGonqueror. "Yeah of course."”
She giggled some at the fact the ruler was nownggski come into the tent.

"l brought you something... thought you might be hytig
The bard smiled at the tray of food. "Gee... you ninaste gotten one of everything."
"Pretty much... | wasn't sure what you liked."

Gabrielle laughed as the covered tray lowered theded between them both. "All
of it."

"l did good then."



"Well except for the olives," confessed the Queen.

"Not a problem." The ruler grabbed the small bofwloves and started popping them
into her mouth.

Gabrielle laughed and shook her head. She pickedpigce of bread and decided to
start there. "Have you seen anybody?"

"You mean as in Xena or Gabrielle?"
"Yeah."

"l just spoke with Xena." The ruler sat back sonielevchewing on the last olive.
"She said Gabrielle is fine."

"That's good to hear."” The bard picked up the small of soup. "l was thinking of
going over to see them but thought | shouldn'tyTgrebably want to be alone... plus
I'm just too exhausted,” confessed the bard.

Xena slightly grinned and said, "So is Gabrielle."”
The Queen nodded then lifted up a spoon to staddwg. "How you feel?"
"Tired myself," honestly answered the ruler.

"Kind of thought so." Gabrielle took a few spoosfulf the soup then quietly said,
"Thank you for sparing Draco and Sinteres."

"l wouldn't have done it otherwise."

"I know." Gabrielle still recalled the ruler almagtitting both men when she'd finally
cornered them. Fortunately she'd been there dintieand was able to stop the ruler.
"I think we can come up with better ways to ruiritHives."

The Conqueror laughed some because she knew wfiddas already.

Through the rest of the evening, the pair quietligegd about their past weeks while
they were apart. Sometimes though there were lamgents of silence, neither sure
what to say like there was something else they weppose to be discussing. Yet
Gabrielle always hastily came up with some kindopiic for them to get around the
main question that was between them both.

The following day, the Amazons and the army braoke g deciding it were time to go
home. First the Amazon Nation was escorted badheio village just to the
northwest. Yet it was Ephiny, Solari, and Queenrigilb that decided to join the rest
to travel to Athens. Also they made sure to sepdta three groups of Amazons
between Velasca's, Queen Gabrielle, and Varia'szénmsa Gabrielle took command
of Varia's Amazons and had them travel to Athenh tiem.

Together, the huge traveling group slowly madertivaly to Athens. They also



estimated that by the time they arrived that Calgould have returned by then, at
least they hoped.

Eponin was standing on the balcony that came oert the main portion of the city.
She was about to return go back inside but faltedeeh she saw several glints of
metal just outside of the city. "By Artemis, leatibe them," she whispered. She
stepped closer and grasped the rail. She squeazedilso tightly as she waited in
anticipation. As glints began to emerge into peogite knew it was the Conqueror
with her army and she also was now able to pickseueral Amazons. A happy smile
broke out across her expression as she raced tsidk ito find her friends.

It wasn't long before everybody was reunited byfttlewing morning. Callisto and
her fleet arrived the next morning at first lighthva very tired group of women. All
of the Amazons celebrated with several hugs amgheuQueen Gabrielle offered to
the Gurkhan's former wives if they'd like to joiariNation and none of them refused.
By the late afternoon, Xena and Gabrielle decidleghs best for her and Queen
Varia's Amazons to return back home. The ConquardrQueen Gabrielle knew it'd
be a long adventure for all of them and Queen @Hdérihanked Gabrielle, Xena,
Eve, and Queen Varia numerous times for their Belbsupport. She also then
promised her, Ephiny, Solari, Eponin, Amarice, Bareand the wives would escort
them to the cave just outside of Stagira so theyoceeturn to their world.

Gradually the traveling group organized and méhatgates, rather worn out from all
of the events plus the traveling. Everybody walsaraéager to return back to their
homes.

Xena had mounted her mare and saw her partneublagdgtten on her stallion. Just
off to her right was Queen Gabrielle forcing hdrsgimount a horse.

Gabrielle quietly chuckled at the Queen's perststd¢a ride a horse. "She has more
spirit then me when | was her age."

Xena gave a grin to her soulmate. "She tries hdrder

"I wouldn't say that," called Gabrielle, "It's tfeect | don't feel like walking the
distance."

Both Xena and the warrior-bard laughed together.

Ephiny came up along the other side of her Queen.

"Are we ready?" inquired the Queen.

"Yes," replied the regent.

"Good, I'm ready to get home."

"Gabrielle, you do not have to come with us," pstesd the warrior-bard.

The Amazon Queen shook her head at her friend'dsvtirwant to make sure you



and the Amazons get back safely to your world."
The warrior-bard nodded then said, "Thank you."

Gabrielle smiled at the older woman but then lockeHphiny. "Okay, let's get
moving."

The regent nodded and was about to order everytwidyut stopped when Gabrielle's
hand grasped her leg. "What is it?"

The bard signaled with her head at the Conqueror.

Ephiny looked over at the ruler standing at thegaf the city, just watching them
carefully. "It's your call,” whispered the regent.

Gabrielle bit her lower lip. "I'll be back," shegonised. She slipped out of the saddle.
"Just going to thank her and say bye."

"Okay, we'll be here." Ephiny watched her Queenwsdhrough all of the Amazons
and came up to the ruler.

The Conqueror lifted herself off the gate and sthdeme at the Queen. "Well, I'm
sure I'll see you soon."

"You will." Gabrielle went a little closer but keptcertain distance away from her. "
just wanted to thank you for all of the help."

"l had a treaty to uphold," reminded the ruler.

Gabrielle lowered her head at the mention of thatyr. She slowly lifted her head.
"Well... whether it was the treaty or well sometheige, | appreciate it either way."
She paused and quietly added, "I know you didweha do all that you did."

"And | appreciate your continuing support, Queemi@de... despite our pasts.”

The small woman sighed at the mention of what leggpbaned between them from the
start. "The past is the past... my legs have healgdike my anger. Sometimes |
don't even remember it."

"I know... and that's what makes you such an amazmgan," whispered the ruler.
She took a deep breath and took one step closeu #n return whenever you see
fit." Slowly a crooked grin appeared in her expr@ss"| still expect an invite to your
Nation... and especially to your hot springs bath."

The bard blushed as she realized there wasn't gt springs bath just yet. "Well...
when we have them ready, I'll be sure to invite.you

Xena nodded as her grin faded away. "Safe tra@elsgn Gabrielle."

Gabrielle tapped her staff on the ground and S& Il talk soon." She turned
around and took a step away.



The Conqueror noticed she wasn't going any futtérnstead turned back around.
"To Hades with the formality." Gabrielle quickly med in closer.

Xena wasn't sure what to expect as she put upuzeddput suddenly found herself in
a hug. She stood there frozen for the second tirddraed to debate what to do. She
gave a heavy sigh and wrapped her arms aroundhtakées woman. "This is really
bad for my image, you know that right, Queen Gale?é

"Then don't hug me,"” countered the bard.

Although a part of the ruler was prepared to jhat she faltered and instead squeezed
the Queen tighter. "Please be careful, | do ndtlile=repeating this."

Gabrielle laughed softly and finally let go of t@enqueror. "Of course, my liege."
She smiled warmly up at the woman.

"Go on," urged Xena, "Your Amazons wait for you."

The Queen solemnly nodded and stepped back arfssgti'Bye, my liege."

The ruler bowed her head some while saying, "Goed@ueen Gabrielle.” She lifted
her head to watch Gabrielle quickly spin around poser walk off to the group of
Amazons.

The Conqueror sighed deeply and went back to h&tipo against the gates.

Gabrielle mounted her horse again and signaleghkony. While her regent took care
of the Amazons, she went about lashing her stafindo

The regent ordered the group to push down the ®lael then started her horse into a
walk but kept her attention on her best friend.€thing okay?" she whispered.

"Yes," replied the bard.
"Nothing went wrong?" urged the regent.
"No," promised the rather quiet Queen.

Xena and her warrior-bard had noticed the shi@ueen Gabrielle's attitude. Neither
of them spoke up because they knew Ephiny wouldleanwell.

"Then why are you... so down?" whispered the worresgent.

Gabrielle shook her head as she stared at the djpassing underneath her horse. "l
feel like this is so one-sided," she confessed.

"What is?"

The bard looked at her regent, she just staredfthalty answered, "My emotions."



Ephiny wasn't quite sure what to say but she baffed in her saddle and looked back
at the Conqueror. The ruler was still staring atthand Ephiny knew her gaze was
mainly on Gabrielle. She shifted back normal into $addle. "Did you even try?"

"Its not worth it, Ephiny." Gabrielle shook her de&She doesn't want me."

"I think that's for her to decide." Ephiny almoatighed in disbelief at her own words,
she couldn't believe she was sitting here tryingrge her best friend to be with the
Conqueror. It was such an outrageous and crazysilsae knew it had to be the right
thing. "Well... | guess since you decided for hewy ylon't have to worry." She
shrugged and stared ahead but not without addBegier to have tried and failed
than never tried at all."

The bard sighed as she slumped in her saddle.
Xena peered across to her soulmate, Gabrielle sheokead in protest.
Xena grumbled and tried to remain quiet.

The Amazon Queen suddenly growled, "Hades." Shtereal her mare and jumped
off.

"Gabrielle?" called Ephiny in worry. She got noaes but she ordered everybody to
stop.

Gabrielle came racing up to the Conqueror, comiyletat of breath.

The ruler stood up from the side of the gates a@hkedd "What's wr...." She stopped
when the young woman held up a hand.

The bard took two gigantic breaths then straighdarngeto her full height. She had to
move a little to try and relax herself some mori@eshe said what she had to say.
She now stood between the gates so that her bacHiveztly against the opposite
gate from Xena. "Look, | have to say this... if | daget it off my chest, I'll just never
be able to sleep.”

The Conqueror slowly lifted an eyebrow in questitso on."

Gabrielle stared down at her feet while taking savéeep breaths. She then looked
up to the ruler. "I kept worrying about you whilewere separated, | kept hoping you
were okay and that you wouldn't give up." She pddlen continued with her speech.
"When | finally saw you on the battlefield, | nevfelt so... so just peaceful and
happy. | mean we were in a middle of battle ané$ Wwappy.” She laughed at herself.
"And then that night in the tent together, | daohibk | could have gotten enough of
her attention if | tried."” She stopped as she tieeskee if it was affecting the ruler, she
wasn't getting any real response. "Conqueror, $etig/ou, | honestly did." She
stopped and took a few steps closer and whispéked, gods, | hope my life doesn't
end when | tell you this but... I think I'm falling iove with you."

The Conqueror lowered her eyebrow at the submisSiba pressed her lips together



then folded her arms over her chest.

Gabrielle waited for something to happen or forteesay something. She tried so
hard to read Xena's eyes but they were too emessrdnd hollow. She suddenly felt
her heart sink down and her life drain out from Ihedy. She closed her eyes and took
two steps back. "Oh gods," she moaned. Her badkdiggate and she slid down it
until she was sitting in the dirt. "l just madeo®lf of myself," she growled at herself.
Ephiny was about to move when she saw her Quedmeoground.

"Don't," urged the warrior-bard.

"What? Why?" countered the regent.

"Just... have some faith." Gabrielle looked backtivo pair in the gateway.

The Conqueror stared down at the Queen that wasg &obreak down crying. She
ran her tongue along the front of her teeth ascehsidered everything. She took a
deep breath and realized her knees were a bit sBakyunfolded her arms and
gradually bent down until her right knee presséd the ground. She let her hands
rest on either of her legs. "Looks like you've ke#dllen for me," she whispered but
her tone held a taunt.

Gabrielle lifted her head and dropped it againstgate. "I'm sorry," she apologized.
The Conqueror blinked at the out right apology.

"l won't make it present anymore. I'm sorry, Corrqué Gabrielle lowered her head
again.

Xena shook her head some and asked, "I guesstidw@ a say huh? That's it huh?"
The Queen looked up again after those questiormd@eror, | didn't mea-"

The ruler suddenly leaned forward, which cut hertsbn her words. Her dark blue
eyes locked onto the woman and she whispered, "Soegyou just need to be quiet,

Queen Gabirielle.”

The bard swallowed as her stomach dropped even todag. She felt like everything
was about to end for her.

The Conqueror grinned suddenly and leaned in tteofehe way.

Gabrielle found her lips against the ruler's aneldbsed her eyes. She started to
reach out with her right hand to grab onto therrule

Xena had her left hand out to also grab the youoignan but her hand met halfway
with Gabrielle's. She laced their hands togethen tleturned her focus to the kiss.
She slowly pushed her tongue into the bard's mouth.

Gabrielle moaned softly and squeezed the larget tighter when her body tingled



with heat.

The Conqueror let the kiss go on, their tonguesingagainst each other and
bringing the bard's own into her mouth. She theswnkthey had to separate instead of
continuing this in public. She slowly pulled bacideher eyes gradually opened.
Gabrielle smiled warmly at the ruler.

Xena for the first time gave a very happy smilendifs my response to your love."
She unlaced their hands and started to stand Up sdying, "And | never said you
had to leave Athens."

The bard dropped her head back against the gatiaagided nervously at herself. "By
the gods...."

"No, it wasn't the gods," insisted the Warrior leass.

Ephiny slid out of her saddle deciding it was titoénterject. She went to the pair but
didn't look at the ruler as she knelt beside hez&pu"Gabrielle?"

The bard opened her sparkling spring eyes and tbakber regent. "Yes?"

The regent almost laughed at the response but a@%kedthere a change of plans, my
Queen?"

Gabrielle looked away from Ephiny and looked uXana, the Conqueror. She had a

warm smile that the Conqueror mirrored back andHerfirst time, she saw the
softest set of warm blue eyes. "Yes... there's gdytai change of plans.”

The End

Section 5

RN

Xena and Varia scanned the town in search of threswi
"They should be easy to spot,” mentioned Callistietty.
"You would think," stated the queen.

The Warrior Princess shook her head then saids'getto the market. That's where
I'd be if | were them."

The others agreed and followed behind the waradh¢ town's market.

After about ten minutes of searching through tingdanarket, they finally spotted
three familiar women by a stall.



"That's Eboni and Eshe,"” whispered Varia. "Comé& 8he quickly went to the wives,
Callisto and Xena tailing behind her. "Eboni, ESlsbe greeted to them.

Eboni and Eshe and the third wife all turned toAhneazon.

"Varia!" squealed Eshe. "How are you? You made it?"

"I'm doing good and yes... we made it."

The wives then quickly noticed the two other women.

"Oh gods wow," whispered Eshe.

"What's happening?" interrupted Eboni.

"We are going back with you into the compound,'vegr®d the Warrior Princess.

Eboni glanced at the warrior and grinned at thevans'That means were getting out
of there?"

"You sure are," replied the Amazon queen happily.
"Oh thank the gods," uttered Adonia, who stood helishe and Eboni.

Xena quickly then said, "Look, us three need tadwplaces with three others that
are with you."

Eboni reached out and grabbed the Warrior Prireassi. "Not a problem, come with
us." She quickly hurried off. "We haven't much tibefore we have to leave town."

The group quickly followed Eboni through the market

~Fk ko

The two guards at the gates of the compound ordbeedart to a halt. They
approached the drivers of the cart, which weredai@urkhan's guards and then there
were five others surrounding the cart. "Deliverihg wives back?"

"Yes," replied a guard.

The gate guard did a quick head count of the wawresfound all of them there.
"Looks like you're good, go ahead.”

The guard nodded then snapped the reins for theesdo continue into the fortress.

Varia sighed in relief after hearing that. She tfedtthe cart come to a halt once it
was in front of a stable.

"Here you go, ladies. Time to unload," ordered ardu



Another guard came around the back and loweretlapef the cart.

The wives carefully slipped out of the cart butytheade sure to keep Varia, Xena,
and Callisto huddled into the back so they wouke t@ss notice of them. They then
quickly made their way inside of the nearest butdiowards all the wives rooms.

"We have to hurry," whispered Eboni, she led treugr "The dinner will be starting
soon so we have to catch the other wives befosegbg

"I'm sure glad you suggested to the wives to wedrrabes today," whispered Varia.
Eboni grinned. "I had a feeling you would show ughvhelp at the market."

The queen just mirrored the grin back.

Eboni continue leading everybody down the halh®wives' rooms. "The only wife
we might have a problem with is the head wife. Hb@&m is further away from the

rest of us. She's closer to Gurkhan's room."

"That's fine," stated Xena. "I have to take careahething anyway down there, so |
will get her."

"I'll tell you where her room is, Xena."

The warrior shifted through the group and powerkedlalong side Eboni. "Where is
it?"

"You follow down this hall the rest of the way." &then came to a stop and then
announced. "Ladies, get the other wives whilel talXena." She then focused on the
warrior again. "Continue down this hallway." Sherped behind Xena. "Then make a
right at the end, if you go to the very end of thall you'll come to the head wife's
room. Gurkhan's room is to the right of hers. Yan'tmiss them."

"Alright, thank you."

"You're welcome," replied Eboni. "Don't take tomdp It will not be long before
Gurkhan notices his wives missing from dinner. Heyraven still be in his own room
preparing for dinner."

"I'm counting on it," whispered the warrior evillghe then whirled around and raced
down the corridor. She tore off her veil from ardurer face and threw her cape
behind herself.

Varia knocked first on Gabrielle's door but didmdit as she opened it. "Queen
Gabrielle she called into the room?"

The Queen rushed to the door at hearing the neseviivho... what..."

"I'm Queen Varia, I'm here with Xena, Cyane, ane Evget you and the wives out.
Its time to go."



The Queen stared at the Amazon for a second batsth@ok her head. "Oh gods,
okay." She rushed back into her room and grablssdadl dagger off the nightstand
by her bed. She slipped it down between her skihhen dress, letting the handle
stick up. "Where are the other wives?"

"We're getting them now." The queen stepped othi@ivay to let Gabrielle out.
The Amazon Queen looked and saw all of the wivélsegang into the hallway. She
then also saw one other woman she didn't recogtigedecided to ask questions
later. "Wait, where's Xena?"

"She's gone to get the head wife and | think...@ilrkhan if she can,"” answered
Eboni from across the large group.

"Kill Gurkhan?"
"Yes," answered Eboni.

"Hades," growled the bard. She turned to Eve arah€y'Get these wives out of
here. | have to go get Xena."

"She can handle herself, Gabrielle," stated Even*Dworry."

"No, you don't understand, | have to stop her." hael started weaving her way
through the group.

Eve grabbed the Queen's arm. "Don't, she'll be"fine

"You don't understand, Eve," growled the Amazon&pui@ warning. "Please, just get
these wives out of here, now. The guards will be la@y minute."

"Alright, be careful.”
"l will. You too." Gabrielle did an about face ament sprinting down the hall.
Eve sighed and turned to Varia. "We better getobtiere now."

"Alright.” Varia reached between her cape and pudlet a sword. "Catch!" she threw
the sword to Eve.

The princess caught it.

Callisto grinned and held out a sword to Cyane.U'Yiaght need this, Amazon."
"Thanks." Cyane gave it a quick whirl happy to feet sword in her hands again.
"Lead the way, Eve," called the queen.

"Right through the gates?" asked the princess vehidepushed her way through the
wives.



Varia nodded. "We're going to make a dash for ttegy"

"Alright, let's go then." Eve twirled the sworddilshe always did before any fights.
And she prayed to God that she would not havedatu all on this day.

Queen Gabrielle came to the end of the hall angldrado the open door of Gurkhan's
room. "Hades," she growled. Once inside of the ragime saw Gurkhan fighting Xena
in sword combat. "No, Xena wait!"

The Warrior Princess surpassingly looked to thegQuend was caught off guard
briefly. Her right arm got caught on the slavefede. She hissed and jumped back
but gave a feral grin to her enemy. She whirledsard then continued fighting him.
"What the Hades?" yelled a woman's voice.

Gabrielle had heard the head wife come out of bemr.

The head wife saw her husband's attacker and ogemredouth about to call for the
guards.

"No," growled the bard. She reached for her daggdrsprung for the wide. She
instantly brought the dagger tip to the wife's gtiréDon't you dare yell for them," she
sharled.

The head wife closed her mouth and lowered her teyesrds the dagger. "Who are
you?" Her eyes lifted back up to the smaller woniham the Queen of the Amazons
from Greece."

The head wife's eyes widened.

"And we're being rescued by the Conqueror. So aiskle."

The head wife whispered, "I'm on your side."

"Good choice." Gabrielle lowered her dagger judtnre to see Xena knock Gurkhan
unconscious. She quickly ran for the warrior whiee saw Xena bringing her sword

up.
"Xena, wait!" yelled the bard. She leapt for heerid.

The Warrior Princess dropped her sword at the usetep leap for herself. She
instead caught herself from tripping and held upfhiend. "Gabrielle, what is
wrong?" she whispered hotly.

"You can't, Xena," rasped the bard. "He knows ahdat"

"Your sister?"

"Yes, | thought she was dead but I've never besn sthink she was one of his wives

at one time." Gabrielle glanced at him then badkeatfriend. "He's the only one that
knows for sure and who she sold her to."



"Great," grumbled the warrior. "Alright." She quigkeformulated her plan. "Let's tie
him up and hide him so that we can get him forrlage." She quickly gazed about
the room for some type of rope. She went straighié¢ drapes by the window and
ripped the drapes' ropes off. She then hastilg tigg Gurkhan.

"l have a large closet in my room," offered thechedfe, she pushed the door to her
room open more.

Xena nodded and dragged the slaver through thecome and into the head wife's
room. She then shoved him into the rather largset)alosed the door then used
another lashing from the head wife's drapes tthaecloset closed. "We need to get
out of here," she said while stepping out of themanto the hall.

"Where are the others headed?" inquired Queen &lahri

"The gates." Xena narrowed her eyes. "We needny,hhey'll need our help.”
Gabrielle immediately started down the hall. "Lgts" she called.

Xena faintly grinned and hurried after her frie@the heard the first wife following.
She then noticed the sound of footfall, boots at.t8he knew right away they
belonged to guards but they were walking. She dyitished ahead of Gabrielle spun
her sword, and saw the two guards round the bend.

The guards saw the women and instantly pulledhait swords. "Halt!" called one
man.

Xena sighed and rushed them with her sword out.
The two guards readied themselves but she suddtgped in front of them.

The Warrior Princess kicked at the closest onesamd him smashing in the wall
behind himself. She then grinned at the other gaaddspun her sword.

The guard held up his sword some but didn't move.
"Come on," coaxed the warrior.

The guard stepped back, dropped his sword theaffan
"Well... that was easy."

Gabrielle laughed and said, "Come on."

The warrior agreed and ran along side her friemdhil her, she could hear the first
wife's shoes clanging along.

Just outside the wives, Varia, Eve, Callisto, agdr@ stepped into the courtyard of



the compound. Immediately five guards sprung ictema, yelling and screaming for
the other men to join.

"Get behind us," ordered Eve.

The wives huddled into the middle as the four veasriall surrounded them to protect
them. They all watched as the women fought thedsudut then several other guards
appeared out of the buildings to help, the oddewarking bad.

"Right out here." Gabrielle slammed into the ddorging it to burst open. She saw
the wives encircled but the guards were overpowehem.

Xena growled and ran faster, she grabbed at héramsand threw it.

The chakram spun towards a guard, slicing him énlelgs then it circled around,
hitting another guard in the chest and finally cegniback around but not without
hitting yet a third guard. It then neatly came todgaxXena.

The warrior caught her weapon, spun her sword anteaight at a guard.

"Nice of you to join us, mother," called Eve. Steddhup her sword to stop the guard's
blade, she then kicked him in the side.

"Not a problem," teased back the Warrior Princ8é& stood still when she saw her
enemy was down, unconscious. She looked aroundamall the guards were out
cold. "Let's get the Hades out of here."

Eve nodded and waved everybody forward. She wethietéarge wood doors, which
were sealed shut.

Xena hurried up and caught up to her daughter.gémg to get a door open."

Eve simply nodded. She looked on as her mothentsgliahead and started pulling a
door open on her own. By the time they came up 2f@etty much had the door
opened and the group rushed out.

The warrior swung around outside and looked ineodbimpound, she saw several
soldiers getting up and others coming out of thé&dimg. She cursed and began
closing the door again just to slow them down. Oheeas sealed, she spun around
and saw Torrid at the top of the hill, the groumast to him, and the Conqueror's
army behind him. She simply grinned and hurried off

After Callisto became in command again, she orddérecrmy to attack Gurkhan's
compound. Xena and the Amazons however took cateeakives, checking on them
and then finding them a safe place to rest. As e sitting there, Xena was
overlooking the fighting in the compound.

"What's going on down there?" inquired Gabriellee Stood up from the rock and
came over to her friend.



Xena folded her arms then replied, "Looks like {S&dl has it under control.”

"Yeah?" The Amazon Queen stood there, visuallyan8pg the on goings in the
compound. "Looks like they're rounding up the saiglithat are still alive.”

"Mmmm," agreed Xena. She then noticed her daugttesmpanied them.
"Thank god that didn't take her long," complainee princess.

The Warrior Princess shifted her weight onto hghtrside. "I don't like this," she
whispered.

"What you mean?" inquired Gabrielle.

"They're lining up Gurkhan's men... like they're gpto be executed,” explained Eve.
"I think they are," stated Xena.

Gabrielle shook her head and said, "We can't letbehat... they're prisoners."
Xena felt her shoulders drop slightly as she tutmedattention to Gabrielle. "There's
not much we can do, Gabrielle. The Conqueror gavespecific orders to destroy
everything."

"What? Why?"

"Because they had you," simply answered the war8be turned her head away and
now saw two of Callisto's men escorting a man detslDamn it," she growled.

"lts Gurkhan," whispered the bard. "Oh gods, if kitle him... I'll never be able to
find my sister.” She suddenly took of racing fog tompound.

"Damn it," repeated Xena. She also took off.
Eve looked back at the Amazons and wives. "Stag.her
"What's going on?" inquired Varia.

"It's not good... just stay here," ordered Eve. Sillewed after her mother and the
Amazon Queen.

"Callisto," yelled Gabrielle. She approached theahaaptain and grabbed her arm.
"What are you planning to do with Gurkhan?"

Callisto turned her head to the Amazon Queen,thiatigh her cold eyes rested on the
woman's hand.

Gabrielle sensed the annoyance and she releasiestdZahrm.

The naval captain finally looked at Gabrielle. ldpto kill him with the rest of his



men then burn Magador to the ground."

"You can't kill Gurkhan, Callisto.”

Callisto grinned and said, "l have orders to dgstioything and anybody here." She
turned her attention away but without noticing Bvnel Xena had came up to
Gabrielle's side.

"No," growled Gabrielle suddenly. "I'm ordering yoat to kill him, Callisto."

The naval captain quickly turned back to Gabrieau order me?" she hissed. She
fully turned to the Amazon Queen and lowered hadr@down. "You do not order me.
You are the Queen of Amazons... not of me." She sugdaealked away and
unsheathed her sword, she was heading right fdcauar

"No!" yelled the angry bard. She chased after €alland grabbed her by the arm and
swung her around. "l need him to find my sistehg gelled.

Callisto became full of anger at that point anduigitt her blade up to Gabrielle's
throat. "Your head would look nice beside Gurkhamske whispered as a grin crept
along her expression.

"Don't you dare," growled Xena, she already hadskerd out.

Eve had her hand on her hilt, prepared to drawitit o

"Oh dear Xena...." Callisto lifted her golden, wilges to the warrior. "You're much
softer than the Conqueror. | kinda like it."

The Warrior Princess narrowed her eyes. "And dothiok the Conqueror will like
you killing her?"

"Oh I don't know," teased the naval captain, "slhghtnot, and that could be a lot of
fun." She had a toothy grin as her attention loadrack to the bard. "But... maybe
I'll save it for another day." She lowered her sivdOn a rainy day, how's that
sound?"

"You fuc-"

"Ah ah aaah, don't say things that'll come to hgont Queen Gabrielle," warned
Callisto. She started to walk away, towards Gurklbam already heard Gabrielle
moving after her. "Stop her," she ordered to séwdraer men.

The soldiers quickly rushed forward and blocked 1i&dlle away from Callisto.

"You'll enjoy watching this, Queen Gabrielle." Tin@val captain spun her sword and
slowly closed in on the bounded slaver.

"No!" yelled the bard.

A soldier quickly moved to grab a hold of Gabriglleamobilizing her. The other



soldiers then unsheathed their swords and stepgpéal Xiena and Eve.

Xena gritted her teeth as she calculated everythindinew there was nothing she
could do.

Gabrielle struggled against the solider but shelenly stopped when she saw
Callisto thrust her sword forward.

Gurkhan let out a quiet cry, as he became motisrdaeshe blade. He then fell over
when Callisto extracted her sword.

Callisto spun around with a happy grin and heldhgbloody sword. "Who's next?"
Gabrielle looked away and lowered her head. "Otsgod
~*Part 18*~

Eponin turned around when she heard her friend ¢otaghe room. "How you
doing, Teresa?"

"I'm okay." Teresa closed the door and leaned bgelknst it. "Trying to get use to
this big place."

"You do after awhile,"” promised the weapons master.
"Yeah? You have huh?"
The Amazon grinned back at Teresa. "Not really."

Teresa laughed crossed one leg over the otheredstslll of her weight press against
the door. "Its not a bad place. The Conqueror tydes.'s

"She thinks... big," joked the weapons master.
"Hey, you have to give her some credit.”

The weapons master sat down on her bed and lodKestesa. "How you figure
that?"

"Well... think about it from a warrior's stand poithe's conquered a better part of
the known-world."

Eponin slowly nodded. "She has from a warrior'sdtaoint."

"I mean... it is impressive, you have to admit." Bargrinned. "How many people
you know can do what she's done?"

"Only one," replied Eponin.

"Who's that?" questioned Teresa.



Eponin stood up while saying, "The Conqueror." $atéked around the bed a peered
out of the window, she was overlooking the markeaa

"So... when's dinner around here?"

Eponin shrugged as she noted the long shadow #tie eeas setting over the market
place. "l think whenever we want it."

"How about what's for dinner?"

"l think that's also whatever we want," replied Wiapons master.

Teresa laughed and added, "I could really getaseis place."

"Wait until you see the bath."” The weapons masteretd around with a sly grin.
The Amazon straightened up off the door. "l calitwet's go now."

Eponin laughed and came over. "Alright... go outsidd make a right."

Teresa didn't waste any time and swung open the doo

Eponin followed behind and shut the door. "Oh anah't mention this to Amarice."
"Ep, you know she'll kill us both if she finds aué knew and didn't tell her."

"I know, isn't it great?" teased the weapons master

Teresa chuckled and smiled at her friend. "Defipite

"When do you think we'll attack?" quietly asked tarrior-bard.

The Conqueror considered her friend's questiommasat down in a chair next to a
table. She stared up at the hut's ceiling as shegtit about the plans. "Maybe later
this week."

"You think we're close to the mining shaft?"

The Conqueror slowly nodded, her eyes followedAtmazon as she sat down on the
foot of her bed. "How are your Amazons looking?"

"I think pretty well set. Do you think it's stilbb early to head over to Sinteres's?"

"Yes. Give it another day or two... depending.” Stes\@bout to add more but
faltered as she realized something. "Hades," sh&lgd.

"What's wrong?"

"We need to wait until the scout ship arrives witbrd about Queen Gabrielle."



"Conqueror, | don't think that'll matter. | meaheds there and Sinteres is here."

The Conqueror shook her head and stated, "It valiten. As soon as word gets out |
attacked one of my head slavers, Gurkhan will léaéddbrielle over my head."”

"Wait, wait." The warrior-bard held up her handsmamtarily then lowered them

back down. "How the Hades can anybody sure thatll.theeAmazon Queen is of

any importance to you."

"Word is already out, Gabrielle," reminded the Qosxgr. "Plenty of people have
seen her and | together, talking. They all know Eimalve no doubt Sinteres helped get
the information around."

The Amazon Queen sighed, as she knew her friendiglats "So we wait then."

"That's all we can do until then."

Gabrielle sadly nodded but looked up from the flmothe ruler. "By now, I'd say
Xena has Queen Gabirielle out of Gurkhan's hands."

The Conqueror sighed as she actually sat backhetchair. "I hope so, Gabrielle."
She let her eyes lower down, she just stared dtdbe "l will run Gurkhan through
myself if he's done anything to her."

"l didn't think you worried about her," quietly ntened Gabrielle. She felt blue eyes
lift up to her with question in them. "Are you wyinig now, Conqueror?"

Xena huffed then muttered, "I have a treaty to ol H

"Oh." Gabrielle stood up and crossed over to X&tee bent down to her and grinned
at her. "Didn't know the treaty entailed saving @ieeen and destroying her enemies."

"Gabirielle, don't-"

"l wasn't," cut off Gabrielle, "l was just... poingrsome facts out, my liege." She
patted the woman's knee then stood up. She sathaiathat accompanied the desk.
"Worrying isn't always a bad thing, you know."

The Conqueror didn't say anything, she remaineaisil

"Conqueror?"

The Warrior Princess returned her attention toftend.

"Do me a favour huh?"

"What is that?"

Gabrielle put her words together in her head righh spoke them. "If she smiles at
you and you feel your knees weak for just a mortteem don't let her leave your life.”



The ruler only lowered her eyes again and didy'asgthing back to her.

Gabrielle knew though her words were sinking inhvier friend. She stood up and
offered, "Dinner here tonight?"

"That would be nice," replied the Conqueror. Sle®dtup and accompanied the
warrior-bard to the dining hut.

~*Part 19*~

"Wait, wait," stated the Amazon Queen. "You'reitglilme she has to send a scout
ship ahead to let the Conqueror know I'm safe?"

"Yes," replied Xena. "Why?"

Gabrielle stood up from her chair in Cleopatrassgtoom. "To Hades with that, I'll
go on the scout ship."

The warrior grinned and said, "That's fine butsietne of us go with you."

"There's not much room on a scout ship," remindabr{lle.

"l know, so Eve and | can go with you." Xena stopdfrom her own chair and came
over to her friend. "l think its best the Amazoteyswith the wives, to watch over

them."

"l agree." Gabrielle paused when she grabbed theltndle. "l guess we need to
talk to Callisto huh?"

"Yeah, afraid so."

The Amazon Queen bit her lower lip but turned ®dioor. "Here goes." She flung
open the door. "Go get Eve and I'll talk to Cadlist

"Gabrielle, are you sure?" asked the concernedavarr

"I'm positive. | can handle her." Gabrielle shruggeen added, "I have to some
time."

"Just holler if you need help. Alright?"

The Amazon Queen nodded then watched the warsapgear down at the other end
of the long hallway. She then faced the other embisdowly walked down to

Callisto's room. After a deep, long breath shellfiianocked on the door. She heard
the naval captain order for her to come insidedoen. She opened the door and
stepped into her room. "Callisto, | need to talkhwiou."

Callisto reappeared out of the wash room, wearsgher leathers. "Oh Queen
Gabrielle, how can | help you?" She grinned andheuthands on her hips.



"I heard you have to send a scout ship to giveCivequeror word of what's
happening."

"Yes, | do. Why?"

Gabrielle pressed her now folded arms againstlinestc”l'd like to return to Greece
on the scout ship with Eve and Xena."

The naval captain thought about it for a few misutguddenly a large grin appeared
in her expression. "That's fine but the ship leamebout half a candlemark from
now. So | suggest you hurry, Queen Gabrielle."”

Gabrielle nodded and started to leave but callEdatik you."

"Oh you're quite welcome," taunted Callisto. She & Amazon leave and she
laughed to herself.

The bard rushed down the hallway in search of X@mhEve. "Xena?" she yelled.
She heard the room two doors up open immediately.

"What's wrong?" asked Xena, she stepped out afoibwa.
"The ship leaves in half a candlemark."

"Alright, wait there. Eve and | are coming. | juigtve to finish up my conversation
with Varia."

Gabrielle nodded and remained standing there Xatia and her daughter came out.
The three women then quickly went to the docksaarth the ship just in time.

~*Part 20*~

The Conqueror slipped into the tent and receivsahide from the warrior-bard.
"Hey," she greeted. "How are things?"

"Not bad," replied the Amazon Queen. Gabrielledsatn in her chair next to the foot
of her bed. "All the Amazons have been positiomethe area.”

"Have they been shown their various tasks duriegbitle?"
The warrior-bard slowly nodded and said, "Solad &phiny are handling that now."

"And you're not helping?" The Conqueror had a slggin as she folded her arms
over her chest.

"No... to be honest, | needed a break." The smalliarasighed and lowered her
head. "I'm worried about the others."

"I am myself," confessed the Conqueror very quietly

The Amazon Queen lifted her head again and saWwdhest look in the ruler's face.



"I'm sure they're okay," she promised.
The Conqueror only nodded but did not voice henigpi.
"How is the mining shaft going over there?"

"lts coming along." Xena's eyes flickered to theoflthen back at her friend. "I expect
to hit the shaft by tonight."

"That soon?"
The Conqueror grinned evilly. "Yes that soon. hael men working on it non stop.”

"That figures." Gabrielle just gave a grin back blaé then went serious. "Do you
think we'll be able to stop them?"

"We'll crush them," simply replied the ruler. "Imlbplan on letting them walk away."

The small warrior sighed at her friend's words. Biweg her head low. Then a
guestion came to her and she looked back up. "Buetlyis angry because you want to
be? Or you this angry because of what they didabriglle?"

The ruler's jaw tightened and loosened severalstittizraco betrayed me and went
behind my back. Sinteres supports him."

"That's really why?"

The Conqueror's arm fell from her chest and watkezt to the opposite side of the
tent. She spun around to face her friend. "Whatalowant, Gabrielle huh?" She
shook her head and angrily asked, "You want maltarf love with her huh? Is this
what's it about?"

Gabrielle slowly rose up and stated, "You're alygadove, my liege. You just don't
want to face it." She paused and suddenly got aogry'Screw your dark side, you
will not find any balance without her. And you'metscared to admit that to
yourself." She shook her head and went to theflkgmt"You'll be ten times stronger
with her than without her." She disappeared ouheftent.

The Conqueror stood there angry than before andesiiglrushed out of the tent after
the Amazon Queen. She quickly found her and grabkedy the arm. She spun her
around and brought her face into Gabrielle's. "Dbquestion my power in this
world. | am stronger without her."

The warrior-bard narrowed her eyes and hotly whiehe'Then why are you so intent
on killing her persecutors and bringing her homePrhe know when you figure that
out, Plato." She jerked her arm free and walked off

The Conqueror stared at her back and then redlieethen and a few Amazons were
staring at her. She growled and disappeared asmelthe late afternoon.

~*Part 21*~



The Amazon Queen jumped onto the dock and waiteldeotwo friends to follow.
"Hurry,"” she ordered. It been a three day trip fiégypt, well more of two and half
days and it was about midday now.

Xena and Eve were on the dock now and trying toyrafter the bard.

"Gabrielle, wait up," called the Warrior Princess.

The bard sighed and stopped at the end of the doe&ed to know what's
happening."

"We know, but sprinting down a dock is not goindhep much," interjected Eve.
"Queen Gabrielle?" suddenly yelled a voice.

"Eponin?" The Queen had spun around to see heromeapaster at the end of the
dock. "Ep!" She smiled happily and rushed to hienf.

The Amazon laughed as she was taken into a big'ggods, welcome home, my
Queen." She squeezed the Queen as hard as she could

Gabrielle pulled back from the hug and smiled atArmazon. "How are you?"

"l was about to ask you that."

The bard giggled and said, "I'm fine."

"I'm glad.”

"l was so worried about you and Palamon and Ephiny.

Eponin smiled warmly and reached up to brush bacl(lueen's hair from her face.
"We're fine. Ephiny made it to the Conqueror fillbe Conqueror was able to get

Palamon and | out of the compound.”

The bard smiled so happily at the news but thergsha confused look. "Why are
you here?"

The weapons master sighed and replied, "It's astony, I'll tell you later. I'm here
with Amarice and Teresa too."

The bard looked past her Amazon and now saw the/bnog Amazons coming out
of the castle towards the pier.

Eponin finally took a step back and greeted Xersalave. "Glad you two are back.
Where are the others?"

"We came on the scout ship,” explained Xena, "Tthers will be here soon enough.”

"My Queen!" squealed Teresa. She pushed past thpome master and grabbed the



Queen in a hug.

Gabrielle laughed and hugged her back tightly. thea went to Amarice and saw the
Amazon smile shyly at her. "Come here, Reece."

The Amazon chuckled at the nickname and hugge®been. "Its good to have you
back, my Queen."

The bard pulled back and smiled at her three An®zon

"Have you heard word from the Conqueror?" inquiXeta.

Eponin peered up at the warrior. "Well Gabriellatsgord that everything was
prepared. As soon as they heard word that QueeneBalwas okay, they planned to
attack."

"What was the plan?" urged Xena.

Eve was listening to the weapons master explaithiagttack plan but she now saw a
soldier approaching them. She furrowed her eyebkelen she saw a scroll in his

hands. "l think we're about to find out the moserg news."

Eponin fell short on her words when she followe@'B\eyes. She saw the messenger
approach her. "Soldier," she greeted.

"Regent." The messenger bowed his head and hahdestioll over. "This is from
the Conqueror and Queen Gabrielle.”

Eponin took the scroll and quickly unrolled it.

Gabrielle shifted to stand beside her friend ard the scroll as well. After she
finished it, she looked up with fearful eyes. "Theybeen taken by surprise."

"What?" growled Xena.

"Sinteres and Draco attacked them," explained Epdiihey must have known."
"How were things before you left?" hastily asked@elle to the messenger.
"They were not well, Queen Gabrielle.” The soldighed then further explained,
"The Conqueror and Queen Gabrielle were taken iserps you said. When | left,
they were just starting to get organized and e

"Are many dead?"

"Mostly the Conqueror's men," replied the soldigiery few Amazons."

"The Conqueror and Queen Gabrielle are okay?"

"Yes of course, Queen Gabrielle," answered theeolto is the regent.”



Gabrielle briskly nodded then asked, "Did the odd& bad?"

"They were improving some when | left but at firstt at all. Neither the Conqueror
or Queen Gabrielle expected them to attack.”

The Queen sighed and looked to Xena and Eve. "Werlget to them."

"We will go too," offered Eponin.

"No, no wait." The Queen held up her hand. "I ngaud three to stay." She turned to
her weapons master and grasped her shouldersistGaill return soon with the
others. If you're not here to hold down the Conqguerole then she'll assume it. And
right now, | do not like that woman."

"That is wise," agreed the soldier.

The bard's eyes flicked over to the messengerlihek to Eponin. She was even
more sure now that it'd come from the soldier's thou

"Of course, my Queen," agreed the weapons master.

Gabrielle softly smiled and released her shouldéus there enough men for us to
take to the battle?"

"There should be," cut in Teresa. "I've been kegpimad counts.”
"How many?" inquired Queen Gabrielle.

"Five hundred plus," replied Teresa.

The bard sighed and peered over at Xena and Ewsv thany?"
Eve looked at her mother. "A hundred and fifty,e sitated.”
"Two hundred," countered Xena.

"We should leave over three hundred here,” pradeSte. "Just to make sure Callisto
does not get any ideas."

The Warrior Princess thought about it then saidhUAdred and seventy-five."

Eve grinned at her mother's amount, she turnechtwi€@le. "A hundred and seventy-
five."

Eponin looked to the soldier, "Take care of it."
"Yes of course." The soldier hurried off.

Gabrielle then returned her attention to her weapoaster. "When Varia, Cyane, and
the others come here have them stay with younktitis the wises choice right now."



"I will, my Queen."

Xena came up beside the bard and grasped her gdiglatly. "We should get ready
to move."

"Travel tonight?" offered Eve.

"Yes, we'll be closer.” Xena squeezed the baraislder and let go.

"Let's go then," ordered Gabrielle. She hurriedvath her friends all following suit.
~*Part 22*~

Gabrielle stayed mounted on the horse and to esiderof her was Xena and Eve.
Behind Gabrielle though was trailing a hundred sexkenty five men all prepared to
die for the Conqueror. She too was prepared téodithe Conqueror. She could only
hope her Amazons were fighting with every lastibistrength to stop Sinteres and
Draco.

"l think we're close," quietly spoke Eve.

"We are," agreed Xena, she was now ridged in hedleaHer eyes were darting each
way and her head dropped to one side.

"What is it?" whispered the Queen.

"l can hear the fighting," quietly replied the WarrPrincess. "Eve?"

The daughter had her eyes closed and she was toyfogus on it as well. It was
often she used her skills but she had them delspitelong it had been. "Yeah, | hear
them too."

"How much longer until we're there then?"

"About ten minutes tops," replied Xena.

"Should | prepared the men?" quietly asked the.bard

Eve faintly nodded.

Gabrielle held up her hand and came to a halth8bhed all of the Conqueror's
soldiers stop and there was finally silence instefaarmour clanking. She turned her
horse around to face the troops. "We are closeadattle. Prepare yourselves." For a
response, she heard the loud din of swords scrapingf sheaths. "Remember, do
not fail your liege as | never would either."

The soldiers raised their swords and cheered dsuhédtled.

"Let's stop they bastards," she hotly whisperedtamted her mare around. She
tapped the horse's side and hurried into a trot.



Eve and Xena tapped their horses' sides and fatldedind.

The soldiers all yelled in unison and jogged behuiti their swords at the ready.

The three women came through a large grouping oids@nd all they could hear
now was a mix of fighting, yelling, and screamingtjahead. Once they were through
the huge grouping of trees, they found a huge rhainsazons, soldiers, and warriors
fighting in front of the gates of Sinteres's comipadu

Gabrielle growled and spun her horse around. Shequbat the battle and yelled to
the soldiers, "Attack!"

The soldiers all yelled and raged past the thremevothen flooded into the
battlefield.

The Conqueror suddenly heard the sounds of a Was@diers crashing into the
battle. She frantically tried to figure out whelnistwave came from since she didn't
command it. She growled and lunged at her attdo&eause of her frustration.

"I have to find Gabrielle, the Conqueror, or Ephirgnnounced Gabrielle.

"I'll go with you," promised Eve.

"Xena?"

The warrior unsheathed her sword. "Go ahead. limggo help out.”

"Be careful, mother," warned Eve.

The warrior saw her daughter's look and noddedu'téo. I'll see you after the
battle."

Eve nodded and watched her mother disappear iatbdtile with her mare. Her eyes
then flickered up to the trees. "There are Amazonbke trees," she whispered.

The Queen lifted her eyes and saw all the Amazons.

Eve dismounted her horse suddenly said, "Come thimk we'll be able to find them
faster from the trees."”

The bard quickly agreed and dismounted her horseesisShe approached a tree and
with Eve's help, jumped up into the tree. She duildoked around from the treetops
and saw her Amazons shooting their arrows at vargmemies. She then scanned
around for Ephiny or the Conqueror or Gabrielle.

"Wait, there's Ephiny,"” spoke up Eve. She pointiédooher right. "And there's
Gabrielle."

The Amazon Queen saw Gabrielle was too far awajevidphiny was much closer.
"Let's get to Ephiny first."



Eve nodded her head. She took her friend's handsiet, "Ready?"

The bard faintly nodded then followed Eve through trees. She wasn't very good at
jumping from branch to branch but it was an art\wwhe starting to learn now.

"Can you land okay?"

"Yes," replied the bard. For a demonstration, sineged off the branch and landed
neatly beside her regent.

Eve chuckled and also leapt to the ground.

"Gabrielle!" yelled the regent, her face suddengnivhappy. She then had fearful
eyes and swung her staff around. "Duck!"

The Amazon Queen dropped down as the staff wemtlerehead and smashed into
one of Draco's men.

Eve quickly moved and punched the man several tandsvatched him collapsed.
Gabrielle laughed and stood back up. "Miss me?'tsagsed.

"Sweet Artemis, yes." Ephiny laughed and was abmbug her friend but didn't
because of the battle going on. She saw an enemiygaip from behind her Queen.
"Take this." She threw the staff at the bard.

The Queen neatly caught it and spun it while tugraround. "Hey, this is my staff."
Ephiny laughed while extracting her sword from back. "Yup, | thought you might
show up and want it." She grinned at her oppon#ribdhe right. She glanced over at
Eve who was sword playing with another bad guy.

Gabrielle grinned at her enemy. She hadn't usedth#rin awhile but she knew her
body hadn't forgotten how to use her staff. Shelsoly attacked her enemy but not
without talking to her regent. "How are things?"

"They're getting better," called back the regebid"you bring in the calvary?"
Gabrielle laughed and yelled, "Yeah, we broughtesomen with us."

"Us?" yelled Ephiny.

"Xena, Eve and |," answered the bard. She struckeimemy across the face then
brought her staff back around to give him sevel@lb to his stomach and legs.

"What is the plan?"

"What the plan was to surprise attack Sinteresfmago but they actually ended up
taking our idea."

Gabrielle chuckled to herself as she gave onenkast blow to the guy's stomach,
sending him onto his back. "What's the plan now?"



"To try and fix our plans," called Ephiny. She sadly stabbed forward and was able
to penetrate her enemy's defenses and run her siroregh him. "The Conqueror
should be showing up soon."

"What you mean, showing up soon?" yelled the b&hd was already engaged in
another fight but with two soldiers this time.

"She'll be opening the gates to the compound s@nswered the regent. "Hopefully
with Draco and Sinteres running out screaming."

"l got to get to the Conqueror," called the bard.

"It won't matter, Gabrielle. She has her plans otian."

"I know that," yelled the bard as she growled attiv® attackers. She struck one
across the side of his head knocking him out tierveent for her other enemy. "l just
need to know she's okay."

Ephiny sighed as she jumped to her right and hemgrfrom front and behind ran
each other through with their own swords. "Alriget;s see if we can break for it."
She then noted Eve had been silent so she yelted, You still with us?"

The princess laughed and replied, "Of course. Wetbmake a run for it now if we're
going to get near those gates."

"Alright." Ephiny went to the tree quickly and jurgb up into the branches.
Gabrielle sighed and threw her staff up to hermege

Ephiny caught it and saw her Queen jump up but sirest her balance. She caught
her by the shoulder and said, "Steady." She thdraliauge grin and said, "Nice
clothes by the way."

Gabrielle groaned as she realized she was stikirslave clothes.

Eve chuckled and saw two enemies coming at hergBheed and said, "Come on,
boys." She waited to the last minute then jumpedBatow, she heard them smash
into one another.

"There are the gates." Ephiny pointed straight dh&aabrielle is over there too."
"Great, maybe we can help her out."

Ephiny nodded at her Queen's words.

"What is the plan anyway?" inquired Eve.

The regent sighed. "Once the Conqueror flushesheutest of the men from the
compound, we're to encircle them then squeeze."



Eve fainlty nodded and said, "And now?"

"Still the same." Ephiny then looked over at thenea-bard fighting alone. "Let's
go." She leaped from branch to branch with Eve@adrielle following behind her.

The Queen then realized as she was making heronthg tgates, her Amazons were
realizing she was with them. The Amazons were sulgidehistle at her or cheer to
her and then fight even harder against their enrgmaieenewed strength in them.
"They're happy you're home," whispered Ephiny, @ehgrin on her face.

Gabrielle chuckled as she stood beside her regsnupder the warrior-bard. She was
still waiting for Eve to catch up to them. She tlhd her hand out when she saw
Eve join them.

Ephiny handed over the staff. "Let's be careful."

The bard nodded and jumped down to the ground.

The warrior-bard had just knocked out her enemysgnoh around when she heard the
person behind her. She held up her sais in defeesy to attack. She then lowered
her sais at seeing Queen Gabrielle before her.ri@?"

The bard smiled happily.

The warrior-bard laughed happily and jumped atfhend.

The bard found herself caught up in a huge hugsaedcouldn't help but return it. She
closed her eyes and squeezed tightly. Around hercsuld hear Ephiny and Eve
landing on an enemies to stop him from attackimgrth

The warrior-bard pulled back finally and asked, tife okay?"

"Perfectly," reassured the bard. "You?"

"Never better now." Gabrielle hadn't lost her siiilehe Conqueror will be here
soon."

"That's what Eph said too." The bard then notetigbeeral of Draco's men were
closing in on them. "Well, we better not keep theaiting."

The warrior-bard grinned back and spun her saigavirning around.

"By the way," called the bard, "Xena is here."

"l kind of thought so since Eve is here."

Eve laughed between her fighting and yelled, "Mo#t®uld show up soon."”

"I think she already has." The warrior-bard hadgtdwsight from the corner of her eye
her soulmate pressing through the battle andostirgo.



Just as Xena approached the group, the gates obthpound flung open with Draco
and Sinteres both on horseback and about fifty mehing behind them to get out of
the compound.

Suddenly a woman's deep voice boomed through title bgelling, "Kill them all!"

"Guess who?" muttered the bard. She looked ovitveawarrior-bard and called, "I
need to get to the Conqueror."

Gabrielle looked between the bard and her oppoisdra.then realized her soulmate
had joined into the group. "Xena," she yelled.

The warrior smiled at her partner but knew she ededmething. "What's wrong?"
she asked.

"Can you get Gabrielle to the Conqueror?"

For a response, the Warrior Princess urged her tadhe bard's side and she held her
hand down.

The Amazon Queen took out her opponent then spustai. She turned around and
took the offered help, she easily mounted Argo.

Xena took a deep breath, spun her sword and tukrgmlaround. She urged Argo
into a gallop and headed for the gates, slashingvlag through. It took about two
minutes to press through the battle and get t€Ctrequeror.

Once they were there, Gabrielle didn't wait a sdamd slipped out of the saddle.
"Conqueror!" she yelled.

The ruler had just finished off her enemy and spuound at hearing her name. Her
eyes widened when she saw Gabrielle just aheadroBShe saw the bard was rushing
to her and not paying attention to anything. Sle @ae of Draco's men charging the
Amazon Queen and she growled at this. She grabdrechakram and brought it up
then threw it.

The bard didn't even notice the chakram but did tleaenemy yell when the
chakram rammed into his chest. She came right tipetouler and smiled at her.

"Be more careful,” growled the Conqueror. She nmato the enemy on his back
with a chakram sticking from his chest.

"Good to see you too," teased the Amazon Queen.

The ruler just glared at the small woman but bestre could do any more lecturing,
she was pulled into a hug. The Conqueror stooe therprised yet she wrapped her
free arm around the bard. She felt as if so mudieofinger drained out. She then
lifted her eyes in time to see a warrior comingham. The only thing she could do
was pull Gabrielle in tighter and spun around tohgr back to him. She buried her
head into Gabrielle more when she felt the bladsisht her back but that was it.



Xena had stepped in after flipping off her sad8lee'd stopped the soldier's sword
with her own blade. She suddenly kicked at him aushed him further from the
Conqueror and the bard.

"Are you okay?" hastily asked the Amazon Queenpaied expression on her face.
"I'm fine," reassured the ruler. "How about you?"

"I'm okay," replied the bard. "I'm so sor-"

"Its okay," cut off the ruler. "I just want thisggfat over with."

Gabrielle furrowed her eyebrows at that total cleainghe Conqueror's attitude.
The Conqueror sighed and whispered, "l want toguod”

The Amazon Queen nodded faintly and turned aroumehvghe'd seen that look in the
ruler's face. She raised her staff up, and stofipelade that was coming at her from
behind.

The ruler growled and took on the other enemy\eett at her back. At certain points,
she'd take a quick look at the Amazon Queen to makeshe was okay. She was
starting to realize just how good Gabrielle waswhier staff. She also started
surveying the battle and noted they were now wigiaind crushing Draco's men. It
would not be long before this battle was finallyeotor them.

~Fk ko

The Conqueror stared at the two men locked ingtevpgon. They were both on
opposite ends of the wagon, their eyes closedirgimg) to forget today's lost. The
fire light from around the camp was reflecting féir face, she could see all of the
blood and scars on their faces.

After shaking her head a few times, she turnedrat@nd walked back into camp. In
the background, she could hear the two jail gutailking again. She stopped about
midway into the camp and scanned all of the Amaamasher soldiers. Everybody
was busy cleaning up or taking care of his or heunds. Her healers along with two
Amazon healers were shifting through everybodyckimg on them.

The Conqueror turned her attention away from thedhlaoked across the camp to
one tent. She saw the firelight inside of the teckering and a shadow moving back
and forth inside of the tent. Slowly she took ilorag breath then made her way to the
tent. Once she neared it, she paused but wentiosiidl

The bard looked up in surprise when the ruler edlter
The Conqueror instantly realized the Amazon Queas ehanging out of her clothes.

"Excuse me," she apologized and turned her baGatwielle. She felt rather
embarrassed now for barging in without thinking.



"Its okay," countered the bard. "I could actuakewour help."
The Conqueror kept her back to the younger womamadked, "With?"

Gabrielle returned to taking her small top off teaé'd received while at Gurkhan's. "
have a wound on my back."

Immediately the Warrior Princess turned around anrwe She then realized Gabrielle
was topless. "Hades," she growled and turned backnd.

Gabrielle laughed and said, "Hey we're both women."

"Yes, | know this, Queen Gabrielle but...." She was fFor words. "Its just not
polite,” she finished.

"Alright... let me sit down on the cot with my baakyou. On the bed is a medical kit
if you can help to clean it for me. | can't selettalone reach it."

"Tell me when you're ready."

The bard quietly shifted to the bed and sat dowtheredge, her back directly to the
ruler. "lts okay."

Xena slowly turned around and approached her. 8bided to sit down behind the
young woman. She reached over to grab the medicaltkich was next to the
Queen's Amazon attire. "You found your clothes?"

"Yes, Ephiny was kind enough to bring them."

The Conqueror licked her lips as she picked thrabgfkit, looking for a cloth. "I
saw she brought you your staff as well."

"Yes," confirmed the bard. She then realized theuwld need some water to better
clean the wound. "Over there on the chair is sole@ncwater."

"Thank you." The Conqueror got up and went ovegitl up the bowl of water that
was near the other end of the cot.

Gabrielle knew she was about to turn around andhee®pless again. She quickly
lifted her arms and crossed them over her breastdgfore the ruler turned around.

The Conqueror paused for a second but then qumcklyed back to her spot behind
the young woman. "Thanks," she whispered.

"For?" quietly asked the bard.

The ruler chuckled while placing the bowl in hgu.l&For the water." Her voice was
in a teasing tone.

The bard faintly grunted because she knew whyulex was really thanking her. She
then sensed a large hand grasping her shoulde¢hand wet cloth pressing into her



back.

Xena carefully dabbed the bard's back cleanindhapound. "How'd you get this?"
she asked quietly.

"I'm not sure really.” Gabrielle shrugged then atjdéjust realized it not long after
we got back into camp.”

"Mmmm." The Conqueror continued patting the woulghe. She then lowered both
of her hands into the bowl with the cloth and thaylaly cleaned it. "Hurt at all?"

"Not really... I'm sure it will when you put that salon."”

"Most likely," agreed the Conqueror. She claspadhlaed on the bard's shoulder
again and carefully cleaned the wound a second tiHew did things go at
Gurkhan's?"

"There wasn't really any problems."

The Conqueror raised an eyebrow at the word '&g.there were some problems?"
The Queen was about to blurt out what happeneddestlwer and Callisto but
stopped herself just as quickly. She knew it wake'tright time to discuss it but she
knew she would have to sooner or later. "Well...dhl major problem was | almost
ended up bedding Gurkhan." She shook her head.I"Bas lucky."

"Oh?" Xena put the cloth down in the bowl and patk the bowl. She placed it on
the floor. "What happened?"

"Varia showed up and stopped us before it happéned.

The Conqueror let out a breath. She started mitlingugh the kit again, looking for
salve. "l take it you came on the scout ship?"

"Yes," answered the bard. "l was... concerned."

"About? The battle?" suggested the ruler. She apdrecontainer of balm and
spread some of her two right fingers.

"Well, that too," agreed the bard. She hissed #&aayhitened her back out when the
salve touched her wound. "Hades that stuff stings."

The ruler grinned some but continued to apply théweent. "The battle huh?"

"l was worried about you," confessed the bard. 8aml| was about my Amazons, the
battle, and Gabrielle... but you too."

The Warrior Princess slowly raised an eyebrow asbhbmission.

"l can see that eyebrow up," joked Gabrielle.



Xena huffed. "Everything else was okay?" she pedjsNo problems with Cleopatra
or Callisto?"

"No... no," half lied the bard. "All of Gurkhan's vas are coming back too."

"And what do you suggest we do with them?" The Cengr put on a little more
salve then stopped. She closed up the lid andesligaway.

"l was planning to offer them to join my Nation.. tifat's alright by you, my liege."
"I think its perfect," agreed the ruler.
Gabrielle was surprised by the agreement so shedt# turn around.

The ruler was about to stop her but soft green egraght her. She tried to keep her
attention fully above Gabrielle's neck.

"Seriously?"

Xena swallowed and slowly nodded. "I agree with.yidhink you need more
Amazons," she whispered.

"Thank you."

The Conqueror could only simply nod again as shehed over without moving her
head a fraction. Xena's right hand scurried forr@#b's top.

Gabrielle chuckled when she found the top in hedsa"Thanks."

"No problem." The dark ruler sprung up from the laed walked off towards the tent
flap.

The Queen already had her top on and buckled ibdbk. "Thank you for taking care
of the wound."

The Conqueror stopped in front of the flap andédraround, relieved to see
Gabrielle's top on now. "You're welcome. Get soes tonight."

"l will, you too, my liege."
The ruler moved her head in acknowledgement tHentbki left.
The Amazon Queen groaned and fell back into her'Gmoooddsss," she moaned.

The Conqueror hadn't walked off that far when skerth Gabrielle's noises. She felt a
small grin tug at her lips as she strolled throtighcamp to her own hut.

The warrior-bard was still holding onto her soulenat



Xena finally lifted her head after this long huglamhispered, "You want to lay
down?"

Gabrielle sighed and squeezed her partner tightea. moment."
The warrior kissed her partner's temple. "l misgaal"

"I missed you too, Xena." The small warrior finaltyced herself to released her
partner. "Know what though?"

"Mmmm?"
"l am a little hungry."

The Warrior Princess corked an eyebrow at thatw'ldbout you sit down and I'll
hunt some food down for us."

"Are you sure? | can co-"

"lts okay," cut off the warrior. "Just take it edayh? I'll be back shortly.” She left the
tent in hopes to find her and Gabrielle some kihhod. As she was milling through
the camp, looking for some signs of a mess terd.tBén caught the Conqueror in the
corner of her eye, she hastily made her way toulss.

"Hi, Xena," greeted the ruler.

"Conqueror." Xena held out her arm.

The Conqueror smiled and briskly shook arms withwfarrior. "Nice job today."

"You didn't do bad yourself," commented the wartrihe finally released the strong
arm.

"How is Gabrielle?" inquired the ruler.
"She is fine... exhausted but fine."

The Conqueror shifted her weight to her right fd®hings were rather stressful for
her."

"I know," whispered the watrrior.
"She will be fine," reassured the ruler, "espegialhce you're back."
Xena nodded at the Conqueror's word. "How is thee@@"

"l was just there," confessed the ruler, "she traly a small wound on her back.
Otherwise she is fine."

"Glad to hear it." Xena was about to move awaydbopped when she thought to ask
the ruler about the mess tent. "Where can | findestood? Gabrielle is pretty



hungry."

"Mmmm." The Conqueror was about to tell her butead decided to show her. "This
way." She made a beeline for the food tent. "Ikhilre Queen will want something as
well."

"Mmmm," agreed Xena, "lions to feed."

The ruler chuckled deeply in agreement.

Together the pair found the food tent and wentm$o begin the food selection. The
Conqueror made sure to get one of everything Sheavas completely unsure what
the Queen would want anyway. After both women Inadl trays of food, they
separated and each went to a Gabrielle's tent.

"Can | come in?" called a deep voice.

Gabrielle sat up from her bed and realized it vm@sGonqueror. "Yeah of course."”
She giggled some at the fact the ruler was nownggki come into the tent.

"l brought you something... thought you might be hytig
The bard smiled at the tray of food. "Gee... you niaste gotten one of everything."
"Pretty much... | wasn't sure what you liked."

Gabrielle laughed as the covered tray lowered theded between them both. "All
of it."

"l did good then."
"Well except for the olives,” confessed the Queen.

"Not a problem." The ruler grabbed the small bofwloves and started popping them
into her mouth.

Gabrielle laughed and shook her head. She pickedpigce of bread and decided to
start there. "Have you seen anybody?"

"You mean as in Xena or Gabrielle?"
"Yeah."

"l just spoke with Xena." The ruler sat back sonielevchewing on the last olive.
"She said Gabrielle is fine."

"That's good to hear."” The bard picked up the small of soup. "l was thinking of
going over to see them but thought | shouldn'tyTgrebably want to be alone... plus
I'm just too exhausted," confessed the bard.

Xena slightly grinned and said, "So is Gabrielle."”



The Queen nodded then lifted up a spoon to stagdwg. "How you feel?"
"Tired myself," honestly answered the ruler.

"Kind of thought so." Gabrielle took a few spoosfulf the soup then quietly said,
"Thank you for sparing Draco and Sinteres."

"l wouldn't have done it otherwise."

"I know." Gabrielle still recalled the ruler almagtitting both men when she'd finally
cornered them. Fortunately she'd been there dintieand was able to stop the ruler.
"l think we can come up with better ways to ruiritHives."

The Conqueror laughed some because she knew wfiddas already.

Through the rest of the evening, the pair quietligegd about their past weeks while
they were apart. Sometimes though there were langents of silence, neither sure
what to say like there was something else they wappose to be discussing. Yet
Gabrielle always hastily came up with some kindopfic for them to get around the
main question that was between them both.

The following day, the Amazons and the army brokee deciding it were time to go
home. First the Amazon Nation was escorted badheio village just to the
northwest. Yet it was Ephiny, Solari, and Queenrigilb that decided to join the rest
to travel to Athens. Also they made sure to sepdta three groups of Amazons
between Velasca's, Queen Gabrielle, and Varia'szAng Gabrielle took command
of Varia's Amazons and had them travel to Athenh tiem.

Together, the huge traveling group slowly madertivaly to Athens. They also
estimated that by the time they arrived that Calgould have returned by then, at
least they hoped.

Eponin was standing on the balcony that came oert the main portion of the city.
She was about to return go back inside but faltedeeh she saw several glints of
metal just outside of the city. "By Artemis, leatibe them," she whispered. She
stepped closer and grasped the rail. She squeszedil so tightly as she waited in
anticipation. As glints began to emerge into peogite knew it was the Conqueror
with her army and she also was now able to pickseueral Amazons. A happy smile
broke out across her expression as she raced tmsidk ito find her friends.

It wasn't long before everybody was reunited byfttlewing morning. Callisto and
her fleet arrived the next morning at first lighthva very tired group of women. All
of the Amazons celebrated with several hugs amgheuQueen Gabrielle offered to
the Gurkhan's former wives if they'd like to joiariNation and none of them refused.

By the late afternoon, Xena and Gabrielle decitleghs best for her and Queen
Varia's Amazons to return back home. The ConquardrQueen Gabrielle knew it'd
be a long adventure for all of them and Queen @Hérihanked Gabrielle, Xena,
Eve, and Queen Varia numerous times for their Betbsupport. She also then
promised her, Ephiny, Solari, Eponin, Amarice, Sateand the wives would escort



them to the cave just outside of Stagira so theyoceeturn to their world.

Gradually the traveling group organized and méhatgates, rather worn out from all
of the events plus the traveling. Everybody walsaraéager to return back to their
homes.

Xena had mounted her mare and saw her partneubladgtten on her stallion. Just
off to her right was Queen Gabrielle forcing herggimount a horse.

Gabrielle quietly chuckled at the Queen's perststda ride a horse. "She has more
spirit then me when | was her age."

Xena gave a grin to her soulmate. "She tries hdrder

"l wouldn't say that,” called Gabrielle, "It's tfeect | don't feel like walking the
distance."

Both Xena and the warrior-bard laughed together.

Ephiny came up along the other side of her Queen.

"Are we ready?" inquired the Queen.

"Yes," replied the regent.

"Good, I'm ready to get home."

"Gabrielle, you do not have to come with us," pstesi the warrior-bard.

The Amazon Queen shook her head at her friend'dsvtirwant to make sure you
and the Amazons get back safely to your world."

The warrior-bard nodded then said, "Thank you."

Gabrielle smiled at the older woman but then lookeHphiny. "Okay, let's get
moving."

The regent nodded and was about to order everytnidyut stopped when Gabrielle's
hand grasped her leg. "What is it?"

The bard signaled with her head at the Conqueror.

Ephiny looked over at the ruler standing at thegaf the city, just watching them
carefully. "It's your call,” whispered the regent.

Gabrielle bit her lower lip. "I'll be back," shegonised. She slipped out of the saddle.
"Just going to thank her and say bye."

"Okay, we'll be here." Ephiny watched her Queenwsdhrough all of the Amazons
and came up to the ruler.



The Conqueror lifted herself off the gate and sthdeme at the Queen. "Well, I'm
sure I'll see you soon."

"You will." Gabrielle went a little closer but keptcertain distance away from her. "
just wanted to thank you for all of the help."

"l had a treaty to uphold," reminded the ruler.

Gabrielle lowered her head at the mention of thatyr. She slowly lifted her head.
"Well... whether it was the treaty or well sometheige, | appreciate it either way."
She paused and quietly added, "I know you didweha do all that you did."

"And | appreciate your continuing support, Queemi@de... despite our pasts.”
The small woman sighed at the mention of what leggpbned between them from the
start. "The past is the past... my legs have healgdike my anger. Sometimes |
don't even remember it."

"I know... and that's what makes you such an amazmgan," whispered the ruler.
She took a deep breath and took one step closeu #n return whenever you see
fit." Slowly a crooked grin appeared in her expr@ss"| still expect an invite to your
Nation... and especially to your hot springs bath."

The bard blushed as she realized there wasn't gt springs bath just yet. "Well...
when we have them ready, I'll be sure to invite.you

Xena nodded as her grin faded away. "Safe tra@elsgn Gabrielle."

Gabrielle tapped her staff on the ground and S& Il talk soon." She turned
around and took a step away.

The Conqueror noticed she wasn't going any futtérinstead turned back around.
"To Hades with the formality." Gabrielle quickly med in closer.

Xena wasn't sure what to expect as she put upuzeddput suddenly found herself in
a hug. She stood there frozen for the second tirddraed to debate what to do. She
gave a heavy sigh and wrapped her arms aroundhtakes woman. "This is really
bad for my image, you know that right, Queen Gale?é

"Then don't hug me," countered the bard.

Although a part of the ruler was prepared to jhat she faltered and instead squeezed
the Queen tighter. "Please be careful, | do ndtlile=repeating this."

Gabrielle laughed softly and finally let go of t@enqueror. "Of course, my liege."
She smiled warmly up at the woman.

"Go on," urged Xena, "Your Amazons wait for you."

The Queen solemnly nodded and stepped back arfssgti'Bye, my liege."



The ruler bowed her head some while saying, "Goed@ueen Gabrielle.” She lifted
her head to watch Gabrielle quickly spin around poser walk off to the group of
Amazons.

The Conqueror sighed deeply and went back to h&tipo against the gates.

Gabrielle mounted her horse again and signalegkanz. While her regent took care
of the Amazons, she went about lashing her stafindo

The regent ordered the group to push down the ®lael then started her horse into a
walk but kept her attention on her best friend.€thing okay?" she whispered.

"Yes," replied the bard.
"Nothing went wrong?" urged the regent.
"No," promised the rather quiet Queen.

Xena and her warrior-bard had noticed the shi@ueen Gabrielle's attitude. Neither
of them spoke up because they knew Ephiny wouldleatwell.

"Then why are you... so down?" whispered the worresgent.

Gabrielle shook her head as she stared at the djpassing underneath her horse. "l
feel like this is so one-sided," she confessed.

"What is?"

The bard looked at her regent, she just staredfthalty answered, "My emotions."
Ephiny wasn't quite sure what to say but she baffed in her saddle and looked back
at the Conqueror. The ruler was still staring abtrand Ephiny knew her gaze was
mainly on Gabrielle. She shifted back normal into $addle. "Did you even try?"

"Its not worth it, Ephiny." Gabrielle shook her dedShe doesn't want me."

"I think that's for her to decide." Ephiny almoatighed in disbelief at her own words,
she couldn't believe she was sitting here tryingrge her best friend to be with the
Conqueror. It was such an outrageous and crazysimsae knew it had to be the right
thing. "Well... | guess since you decided for hewy ylon't have to worry." She
shrugged and stared ahead but not without addBegier to have tried and failed
than never tried at all."

The bard sighed as she slumped in her saddle.

Xena peered across to her soulmate, Gabrielle sheokead in protest.

Xena grumbled and tried to remain quiet.

The Amazon Queen suddenly growled, "Hades." Shtereal her mare and jumped



off.

"Gabrielle?" called Ephiny in worry. She got noaes but she ordered everybody to
stop.

Gabrielle came racing up to the Conqueror, comiyletgt of breath.

The ruler stood up from the side of the gates a@hked@d "What's wr...." She stopped
when the young woman held up a hand.

The bard took two gigantic breaths then straighdargeto her full height. She had to
move a little to try and relax herself some mori@eshe said what she had to say.
She now stood between the gates so that her bacHivemtly against the opposite
gate from Xena. "Look, | have to say this... if | daget it off my chest, I'll just never
be able to sleep.”

The Conqueror slowly lifted an eyebrow in questitso on."

Gabrielle stared down at her feet while taking savéeep breaths. She then looked
up to the ruler. "I kept worrying about you whilewere separated, | kept hoping you
were okay and that you wouldn't give up." She pddken continued with her speech.
"When | finally saw you on the battlefield, | nevfelt so... so just peaceful and
happy. | mean we were in a middle of battle ané$ Wwappy.” She laughed at herself.
"And then that night in the tent together, | daohibk | could have gotten enough of
her attention if | tried."” She stopped as she tieeskee if it was affecting the ruler, she
wasn't getting any real response. "Conqueror, $etig/ou, | honestly did." She
stopped and took a few steps closer and whispéked, gods, | hope my life doesn't
end when | tell you this but... I think I'm falling iove with you."

The Conqueror lowered her eyebrow at the submisSiba pressed her lips together
then folded her arms over her chest.

Gabrielle waited for something to happen or forteesay something. She tried so
hard to read Xena's eyes but they were too emessrdnd hollow. She suddenly felt
her heart sink down and her life drain out from Ihedy. She closed her eyes and took
two steps back. "Oh gods," she moaned. Her badkdiggate and she slid down it

until she was sitting in the dirt. "l just madeo®lf of myself," she growled at herself.

Ephiny was about to move when she saw her Quedmeoground.

"Don't," urged the warrior-bard.

"What? Why?" countered the regent.

"Just... have some faith." Gabrielle looked backtivo pair in the gateway.

The Conqueror stared down at the Queen that wasg &obreak down crying. She
ran her tongue along the front of her teeth ascehsidered everything. She took a
deep breath and realized her knees were a bit sBalkyunfolded her arms and

gradually bent down until her right knee presséd the ground. She let her hands
rest on either of her legs. "Looks like you've ke#dllen for me," she whispered but



her tone held a taunt.
Gabrielle lifted her head and dropped it againstgate. "I'm sorry," she apologized.
The Conqueror blinked at the out right apology.

"l won't make it present anymore. I'm sorry, Corrqué Gabrielle lowered her head
again.

Xena shook her head some and asked, "I guesstlhdw@ a say huh? That's it huh?"
The Queen looked up again after those questiormd@eror, | didn't mea-"

The ruler suddenly leaned forward, which cut hertsbn her words. Her dark blue
eyes locked onto the woman and she whispered, "Soegyou just need to be quiet,

Queen Gabirielle.”

The bard swallowed as her stomach dropped even todag. She felt like everything
was about to end for her.

The Conqueror grinned suddenly and leaned in thteofeéhe way.

Gabrielle found her lips against the ruler's aneldbsed her eyes. She started to
reach out with her right hand to grab onto therrule

Xena had her left hand out to also grab the youoignan but her hand met halfway
with Gabrielle's. She laced their hands togethen tleturned her focus to the kiss.
She slowly pushed her tongue into the bard's mouth.

Gabrielle moaned softly and squeezed the larget tighter when her body tingled
with heat.

The Conqueror let the kiss go on, their tonguesinghagainst each other and
bringing the bard's own into her mouth. She theswkthey had to separate instead of
continuing this in public. She slowly pulled bacideher eyes gradually opened.
Gabrielle smiled warmly at the ruler.

Xena for the first time gave a very happy smilendifs my response to your love."
She unlaced their hands and started to stand Up sdying, "And | never said you
had to leave Athens."

The bard dropped her head back against the gatiaagided nervously at herself. "By
the gods...."

"No, it wasn't the gods," insisted the Warrior leass.

Ephiny slid out of her saddle deciding it was titoénterject. She went to the pair but
didn't look at the ruler as she knelt beside hez&pu"Gabrielle?"

The bard opened her sparkling spring eyes and tbakber regent. "Yes?"



The regent almost laughed at the response but a@%kedthere a change of plans, my
Queen?"

Gabrielle looked away from Ephiny and looked uXana, the Conqueror. She had a

warm smile that the Conqueror mirrored back andHerfirst time, she saw the
softest set of warm blue eyes. "Yes... there's gdytai change of plans.”

The End



