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Section 1

~*Part 1*~

The stallion's reins were pulled back and the hoasee to a quick stop with a huff.
The rider of the horse released one rein and tum#te saddle to gaze back. They
studied back in that direction through the smaéirdpg in their helmet's visor. The
rider saw nobody and heard nothing but the hobseathing. Slowly the rider
released the other rein and hopped off the hdnsehéavy armor on their body
clanking from the movement.

Gradually the rider reached up with both handsgy grenor clad hands grasping the
metal helmet over their head. The helmet was lifteaver the rider's head and the
rider tucked the metallic helmet under their right still staring off in the direction
they'd just rode from. The rider's right left hazame up to rest on the hilt of their
sword. The rider then walked to the front of thesecand smile. "Thank God you're
like your great grandfather Torqueo."

The horse nickered as he threw his head up and dwking the chanfron, armor
over his face, clank.

The rider smiled as a breeze picked up in theafalblowing the rider's short blond

hair back some. The rider leaned forward to plagerdle kiss to the horse's nose then
straightened back up. "Okay we have a five minagak boy. Those knights are still
on our tails."

The stallion nickered and bobbed his head.



The rider smiled and began to walk off the dirteo@®e back in a second Torqueo."
The rider strolled into the surrounding woods tmeao a lake. They leaned against a
tree still holding the helmet under one arm whdsting their left hand on the sword's
hilt. The rider stared into the lake's water andrhemories came to life taking her
back.

Gabrielle sighed and tore her eyes away from the ddter staring at it. She flipped
the sai in her right hand then inserted it into fingint boot. Things were so peaceful
for her now that she left the Amazon Nation albider.

A small crack of a twig filled the air, which ontyade Gabrielle grin to herself. A
warm set of arms soon wrapped around her chestAiffazon Queen leaned back
into her Soulmate's warm leather clad stomach.

"Beautiful area."

The small warrior nodded at her partner's wordss:'| Gabrielle lifted her right hand
to grasp Xena's hands that rested on her chéstite to be traveling again.”

The warrior nodded. "It is, that was a little to¢pin the Amazon Nation."

Gabrielle quietly laughed. "Even | have to admwas." She sighed happily. "I still
can't believe I'm Queen of all the Amazons." Shtao&her head. "Something else."

Xena grinned to herself as she stared over the 1dke but you'll be perfect for the
job."

The small warrior nodded. "Hope so. At least weehawacation before | have to take
charge."

"Mmm, | would have forced your Amazons."

The small warrior grinned. "I know." She let heesrift shut. "It's nice that it's just
you and | again traveling."

Xena let a smile take her lips. "It is." She leahedhead down closer to her partner's.
"Just us."

Gabrielle grinned devilishly and opened her eydgtther head up to her Soulmate'’s.
"Just us." She'd whispered in a low voice.

The warrior grinned and captured her partner'sifigssound kiss. After it broke she
began to talk again. "We should go into the camp."

Gabrielle nodded. "Yeah it's getting late. Thark glods we had dinner early." She
stood up and began to walk with Xena beside her.

Xena stared up to the trees and saw the wind rifldew brown leaves. Lowering
her head she gazed over at Gabrielle. "It's garigeta cold night."

The Amazon Queen arched an eyebrow. "Well thedl, jwst... have to find a way to
get around it huh?"

The older woman grinned. "Count on it."



The pair entered into their camp after having @lday of traveling. They'd left the
Amazon village for their vacation first in Amphig®then in Egypt. Their plans after
that were probably going to deal with the new Anrakiation and getting everything
in order.

But right now the Soulmates were falling into eadfer's touch and words. And
something like that can only led the pair to falleep. Their dreamscapes only being
one and the same for they are Soulmates. Yet thadthe Soulmates had tonight
was not of the normal, was not in their control.

Gabrielle rested in her Soulmate's arms as theyrstite ground. Her eyes were shut
and she knew Xena's were too. Slowly she openedylesrand gazed across the gray
space of her dream. Directly in front of her wdsige black swirling cloud of dust.
Her eyes instantly widen. "Xena?"

Xena gradually opened her eyes and her arms autathatightened around
Gabrielle. She saw what was in front of them amdatle her eyes narrowed.

"Xena, what is that? How'd it get into our dream?"
"I don't know Gabrielle.” Xena's blue eyes only wenslits now. "Let's take a look."

The pair of Soulmates stood up and gradually miaelie way over to the black
swirling mass. They studied it trying to figure jsrpose. Once they neared suddenly
lightening bolts filled the swirling black dust arigpun faster till it almost seemed to
be still. Then images began to appear before thén&aes.

Gabrielle reached to her right to grasp Xena'sasrshe watched the images. "What
is that?"

Xena studied the images recognizing the first fe@ntthe rest she really didn't. "I'm
not sure..."

Gabrielle was still examining the images she'dgaced a few herself then the rest
of the images she couldn't. Then it seem to makeest® her. "It'sss the future
Xena."

The first image was the death of Julius Caesaméxéwere different images of the
Roman Empire and its emperors. The next followimgerof the increase of the
Byzantine Empire and a group of slaves in Egyptdpéieed by one man. An image
of a man nailed to a cross and people mourning tbverAn image flashed of Rome's
great Colosseum being built along with the conqoé8tritannia.

Numerous more images flipped by. One's of war drpkace. Changes and
discoveries. Then the last image was of a whitehmusn like cloud that disappeared
and left behind an image of people dead on themgtosmoke rising, and buildings
toppled over into rubble. It was nothing but a barwaste field. Earth's end.

This image stayed and the Soulmates stared athtwitle eyes, utterly surprised.
"Xena, we destroy ourselves."

Xena stared at the image and shook her head. "Ud@kman finally did it to



themselves."

Gabrielle closed her eyes for a moment and reledsed's arms as she opened her
eyes again. "l can't believe it."

A masculine voice then cut in saying, "Neither taiQuickly to follow this was the
dark dust mass disappearing and a man appearfraninof the Soulmates.

Xena narrowed her eyes at the man. "Zeus." Sheexdser arms over her chest and
took a step in front of Gabrielle. "What brings yowur dream?"

Zeus took a step closer. "lI've came to ask for lgotir help.”
Xena arched an eyebrow.

Gabrielle though took a step forward to stand leeXiena. She stared hard at Zeus.
"Help with what? Xena and | are not just a seragency." She paused. "Especially
when somebody invades our dreams.”

Zeus nodded for a moment. "And | understand thég.took a deep breath. "But as
you both saw just now, man destroys himself arahltdet that happen.”

"And why would you care Zeus? The Gods have albagen down on mankind."”
Xena's voice had came out hard and cold, almosaténing.

"If you remember correctly Xena, | created mankifildey are my creation and |
intend to protect them. | have given them everghirey need to survive against
other Gods and nature. But | can't not protect tirem themselves."

"And we come into this how?"

Zeus looked away from Xena to Gabrielle and heldyi@nswered her. "You both
always speak of the greater good. The greater gook a what it is a who. The
Greater Good is you both of you and | am askingryow to take the next step and
become the Greatest Good."

Gabrielle furrowed her eyebrows at Zeus.

Xena had a raised eyebrow with her cool look. "&Rrectly what are your intents
Zeus and why?"

Zeus sighed and began to explain. "You both hawvaya fought for good doing much
as you could. But mankind needs protectors frorm#@dves. | want you two to both
become the protectors of mankind from themselves."

"How do you propose that Zeus?" Now it was Galwiglturn to cross her arms over
her chest after asking her question.

"Simple, make you both immortal.”

Xena's arms uncrossed and went to her hips. "t ttonk so." She turned to
Gabrielle. "We're out of here."”

Gabrielle nodded and shifted closer to her Soulmate



"Wait."

Xena sighed at Zeus's request. She gazed ovenat hi

Zeus took a step closer. "You both saw what wiigen to man."

Xena shook her head. "Not my problem Zeus."

Gabrielle wasn't saying anything she was staringndio the dark ground.

Zeus knew he wasn't getting to Xena, so he decwéy the other half. He reached
out to Gabrielle. "Gabrielle, | know you can't $etmething like that happen.”

Gabrielle closed her eyes as she felt the mant tisappear from her shoulder. She
opened her eyes again and lifted her head up ta.Xen

Xena stared down into her Soulmate's eyes andtsstvpliead. That plead that meant
Gabrielle couldn't turn her back on something. Sigbed, her Soulmate had to big of
heart at times but then it always made her smitabee it would always be caught in
Xena. But she wouldn't let it be known as she gazexd to Zeus. "Tell me exactly
why you can't do it yourself? You're a god."

Zeus looked away then glanced back. "There is plygoy that one day the Gods will
be forgotten and only recorded into myths and tddéknew for certain I'd be around
for all of eternity | would not have asked you hbtHe paused for a moment.
"Everything you both have fought for will be destio a heartbeat one day.
Everything will be left in nothing but ashes."

Xena closed her eyes as she turned her head atv@jo\Bered her head down to
Gabrielle's to let her forehead lean against Gh&ge"Immortality Gabrielle."

Gabrielle nodded her head her eyes shut tightk€peweighting the good things and
the bad things about such a thing. Then she carsidee reason for being immortal.
Could she and Xena really change mankind's destiny?

People have spoke of eternal life and of the grandidrings. But is it really all that
grand? Even more so for a pair of Soulmates that Faund each other in such a time
period as this?

Gabrielle took a deep breath. "I've said the ohilyg I've ever needed or wanted is
you Xena. And that has and never will change." él@s drifted open.

Xena's eyes opened and she lifted her head tadp@er at her Soulmate. "The same
for me love." She took a deep breath. "But do yamtwo be immortal in this life?"

Gabrielle smiled sadly. "With you, immortality? bwldn't have it any other way."
She grinned. "It would be loads of fun."

Xena grinned now. "It would be interesting." Whysashe agreeing to this now?
Xena knew why, the why was her other half standlieige. Standing here and
believing that her and Xena could change man’drdebetlieving it was worth the try.

Zeus cut in just then. "It is now or never for ymath."



Both Soulmates turned towards Zeus.

Xena nodded her head.

Zeus nodded back and gazed over at Gabrielle istigne
Gabrielle nodded her head as well.

Zeus smiled at both and lifted both his hands g, going to each Soulmate's heads.
His hands began to glow a bright white then a wihitst fell over the Soulmates.

The Soulmates closed their eyes and felt the dagarbto glow over them and a
certain strength and power filled them. The whltawggrew strong and then centered
in their chests then disappeared.

Zeus pulled his hands away.

Slowly the Soulmates kept their eyes closed apomeer of immortality filtered
through their bodies. And as they let this happeusZspoke.

"There are a few changes to your immortality Xemd @abrielle. You both will still
feel emotions, still have such things as hunget,vaant sleep. But such things as
being hungry or sleep are only wants not a neechtiéms will always be there even if
| tried to rid them, for your love is to strong fme to try and destroy." He smiled as
he gazed at the Soulmates still taking in the intatity. "But remember this, the days
will disappear quickly but you will want them to goreverse. Time only knows
forward but there will be a day when you both ekl the need for reverse and you
will have the chance to go to the beginning." Zewk a deep breath. "Good luck to
you both, | will always be watching over my creatloZeus then disappeared from
the Soulmate's dreamscape, his last words in wtsispRist keep walking down to
the end of the road."

The Soulmates gradually opened their eyes and ftherdselves staring into each
other's eyes with their arms around each othery Weege in the fire lit camp.

The Amazon Queen furrowed her eyebrows. "You tliitimkas just a dream?"

"Only one way to find out.” Xena kissed her parsmérehead and sat up after
releasing the smaller warrior.

Gabrielle also sat up in the bedroll.

Xena turned to her right to grasp her chakram byntiddle swirl handle. She lifted
the dark chakram and stared at it then gazed ati€lab

"Xena you're not going to..."

The warrior grinned. "Only way to find out." Shddheut her left-hand palm up.
Carefully she placed the chakram's blade over &ed lthen pressed hard while
running the blade down her skin.

Quickly the skin tore open then closed just aslduic

Xena lifted the chakram up to see her palm the sssnewas a second ago.



The younger woman's eyes were wide with surprisevds real Xena." She gazed up
from her Soulmate's palm to Xena. "We're immortal."

The sound of horse beats filled the air and thermgiickly came out of her trance of
memories. She raced away from the lake and cante lugr stallion's rear. She gazed
down the road to see three horses with riders ogiimer. "Goddamn it they're
good." She turned to her horse's rump and placeldimet on the saddle and
grabbed three arrows and a crossbow. She fraptiglaited an arrow into the
crossbow and raised it at the first knight on hioas& coming at her.

She found an opening in his armor. She pulledriggedr and the arrow sped through
the air and sunk deep through the chain mail inight's chest. He fell off the horse
in a second.

The other two knights on horseback however wereingfiast and the rider had no
time to string up another arrow. So instead sheetbshe crossbow with arrows to the
ground by her stallion and grabbed the helmetmgition. She then unsheathed her
sword and raced ahead to take on the other twopgalf enemies.

The two knights unsheathed their swords and lowtrech towards their opponent on
the ground. One knight was ahead of the other pad ahead aiming for their
opponent.

The rider raised her sword and grinned as she garedgh her visor. The knight in
dark armor came at her and she jumped a littlake but the knight with her sword.
She struck him in the chest and he went fallintheoground. She landed back on the
ground with the knight she'd killed in front of har the ground. She lowered her
head as the other knight on horseback breezedpast

She stood up and turned around to see the ladttkimégl stopped his horse and turned
it around to face her again. The knight on horsklcame at her again and she did her
same trick but instead hit him lighter to knock hoffh his horse. His horse stomped

off and she came to land on the ground besidesttii®reathing knight. She quickly
placed her sword's tip down to go between his cr@sor and helmet touching the
skin of his throat. She bent down to one knee aittl ver free hand she pulled off the
other knight's helmet. "You're not good as you gidthuh?"

The knight in dark armor glared up at her. "To hwath you bitch."

She grinned. "No I'm sorry, | believe it will belyand your leader that will be going
to Hell."

The dark knight narrowed his eyes up at the ferkailght. "Either way Mordred will
kill King Arthur." He then grinned evilly.

"I highly doubt it." She leaned down close to lasd while pressing her sword more
into his throat. "Now then, tell me how many othars following after me."

"Just us three."

"Don't play games with me." She sneered. "I knowrygecond in command. He
wouldn't send three knights after me knowing whaaml" Her next words came out
in a growl. "How many and who?"



The dark knight felt the sword press hard and hedrtt breathe. "Alright there are
five other knights including Commander Manson."

"Thanks." She then punched the knight hard in &#lce fvith her armored covered
hand. She then slowly stood up while sheathingstverd on her left side.

The sound of louder horses' hooves filled the raar he looked down the road to see
five knights in dark armor round the turn. "Oh He$he quickly ran to her horse,
Torqueo, and got up onto his back in a fluent mot®he kicked her stallion into a
gallop. "Let's go boy they're coming."

Torqueo picked up his pace and sped down theadid through the dark and hilly
woods.

Directly behind the female knight could be heardgheasers. She gazed ahead trying
to figure how long it would till she reached thelef the woods. "God Torqueo this
is crazy. | hope she's there waiting for us."

Torqueo bobbed his head up and down in agreemdrd galloped. The entire armor
over his body clanked from the fast movement amadivays slowed him down some.

The single female knight raced down the road irvtbeds on her stallion. Her five
pursuing dark clad knights right behind her. Thetniv five minutes the end of the
woods appeared, well at least the view of therrglhills could be seen down the
road. The female knight smiled under her helmebmM€ on Torqueo we're almost
there."” Turning back around in her saddle she ghaeH to see that the five knights
behind her were starting to fall behind her and ¢dmdy made her grin.

Torqueo though came to the end of the woods anstddithrough the woods into the
open fields of the rolling hills of Wales. He canted to race ahead down the dirt
road.

The female knight gazed ahead through her visee#oeleven knights down the road.
They were all mounted on armored horseback with #renor bright and metallic,

they were waiting. Torqueo and the rider went gtrafor them and soon as they came
in talking distance the rider pulled back on thaese"They're coming. There are five
riders and one is Commander Manson."

There was one knight in the front of the otheraad nodded at the female knight.
This knight then looked at the other ten. "Go gtegm, kill them all except for
Manson. Take him as prison as we planned."

The ten knights nodded and kicked their horseade ahead to meet up with the five
pursuing knights.

The female knight on Torqueo signaled her staliitake a few steps forward and
close to the other knight's horse. She then reaghé¢d remove her helmet with a
smile taking her lips. "Glad this worked."

The other knight nodded. "Figured it would." Thedt released the reins and
reached up to remove their helmet and soon asdiddgng dark black flowing hair
came down. "Good job Gabrielle." Blue eyes twinktiegply.

Gabrielle grinned as she shifted a little in Tomjaesaddle. "Just glad your plan



worked Xena."

Xena chuckled. "Our plan love." She then leanedatd® her partner to place her
right hand on Gabrielle's left cheek.

Gabrielle felt her Soulmate's hand against herlch&mng with the cool chain mail.
She leaned forward.

Xena did the same and their lips captured each'sthighe kiss was long and deep. At
first they heard the sound of battle in the baclgbthen it faded out, as they became
lost in the kiss.

Gabrielle pulled back slowly with a smile. "Tharfls getting here."
The warrior nodded. "Anytime." A small grin.

The small woman chuckled and kicked Torqueo forvtardirn him around and come
up along beside Xena's horse again but to facevdloels now. "You really think
Manson knows enough of Mordred's plans?"

Xena shrugged her shoulders, the armor shiftingngodown with her shoulders. "I
would think so. We'll find out. If | know Mordredehd be stupid enough to tell
Manson his plans."

"l just hope they're the real plans Mordred inteh@=brielle turned her head to
Xena. She then let a grin slip into place. "So wlid@ing the interrogating? You or
Merlin?"

The warrior chuckled. "Whoever King Arthur wants."

Gabrielle grinned and gazed back towards the wdslals.then saw some of the
metallic knights coming out. Two of them were waliiand in the middle of them
was a knight dressed in dark armor and tied. Gthigihts were following behind on
horseback. "l guess it depends on whether Kinguknitants the information from
Manson by magical means or physical ones."”

The taller knight nodded as she watched King Atthkmights returning with Manson
captured. "l think it depends more on if Arthur wsaManson alive or dead after the
interrogation.”

Gabrielle laughed and nodded. "True." She let hedk rest on her armor clad thighs
watching the other knights. "By the way, thanksté&aching me how to string up a
crossbow in record time."

Xena grinned to herself. "Helpful isn't it?"
The small warrior nodded. "Definitely."

Now the ten knights came up with the dark knighthia front with his helmet gone
and his arms tied behind his back.

Xena and Gabrielle both gazed down at the darkhknige is Manson the second in
command to Mordred.

Xena grinned evilly down at Manson. "How's your t&@gn Manson?"



Manson glared up at the knight on the horse. dtrseto just keep getting better
Xena."

"Good to hear." The warrior quietly laughed. "l loelieve you have... a meeting with
King Arthur."

Manson's eyes narrowed. "Hell if I'll tell you alhat Mordred's plans are."

The warrior laughed and leaned forward. "Manson.u were never the bright candle
were you? I'm glad now that you told me you do kridardred's plans.” She only
laughed again and sat back in her saddle. "Takeddiime dungeons in Camelot.”
Xena watched the ten knights walk past her hordecantinued to head down the
road towards Camelot. She watched them go fortardie then gazed back to her
Soulmate. "He might not know the plans."”

Gabrielle raised an eyebrow. "Because he said hdwo tell the plans.”

The warrior nodded and turned her horse aroundde fowards Camelot. "Yes, it
might be a setup.” She watched to see her partndgredsame with her horse.

"l guess we'll find out huh?"

Xena nodded and gazed down at her mare. "Yeah.td®hkea deep breath and
brought her hand down to her mare's neck. "Readyp toack Argo?"

The mare nickered and threw her head up and down.
Xena chuckled and lifted her head to Gabrielle €'Sh lot like Argo."

The smaller warrior grinned. "I know what you me&arqueo is a lot like is great
grandfather.” She sighed. "Ready to go back?"

The taller woman nodded. "Yup." Reaching down #ted her helmet and put it on
over her head. Glancing over at Gabrielle, sheGatrielle do the same with her
helmet. "Let's go."

Gabrielle nodded and kicked her stallion into & with Xena right beside her.

~Fk ko

Gabrielle carefully knocked on the large wood d&ire waited for a moment and
saw the door open with her Soulmate’s head pokirtg"éley."

Xena grinned. "Was wondering what took you." Shéesth out of the door’s opening
and let Gabrielle come in.

The small knight came in with her right hand regtom her sword at her right side.
She gazed over at her partner. "You haven't gaitérof your armor yet?"

The warrior chuckled. "No, | am slow after so mgegrs."

Gabrielle rolled her eyes. "Right." She walked asrthe large bedchamber and came
to sit at the foot of Xena’s bed. She sighed.

Xena ambled over to the bed near her Soulmate. Xthaore her armor along her



arms and legs. Her helmet and breast armor wasaong with her sword that rested
in the closet. She raised her left arm and begaenmve the armor. "Is Manson in his
cell?"

Gabrielle nodded. "Yeah, | just came from thereng<Arthur says we have a meeting
in twenty minutes about this."

The warrior sighed. "Great. Is Merlin suppose tdhsre?"

The younger woman gazed up with a grin. "Yes." @dbrsat in a white knit long
shirt. Then she had own black pants with bootsterdword on her right side
attached by a leather belt at her waist.

Xena sighed. "Great." She carried her armor overdimset to her left. She reached
into the open closet and placed her armor inside thok off her armor from her right
arm.

"Xena, it could be worse."
"How’s that?"
The small warrior grinned. "Merlin could be agaiast”

The knight grumbled as she threw the armor inndW." She reached in to pull out
the same white cotton knit shirt like Gabriellefsdaslipped it on. "You know how |
feel about magic.”

The small warrior chuckled quietly. "Don’t I." Sk&od up from the bed and padded
over to Xena. "Neither of us like magic." She carpebehind Xena.

The Warrior Princess turned around. "At least ygud talk to him."

Gabrielle smirked. "I try to see past the magité Svent serious. "If it wasn’t for him
Arthur wouldn’t be king. All of England needs a gihke Arthur."

Xena nodded. "True." She sighed. "But Arthur has hes edge since Lancelot.”

"Mmm, you mean Lancelot and Guinevere." Gabridleak her head. "We should
have never gone on those crusades. Those crusestesyeéd everything."

"We would have no matter what Gabrielle."

"Yeah | know." The small woman gazed up. "Arthways believed in God and the
Holy Grail."

The warrior nodded. "Bunch of crap if you ask me."

Gabrielle snickered. "You're bad."

"I know." The warrior lifted her hands to her Soali®'s sides.

Gabrielle smiled. "I'll tell you what's crap Xen#'s this separate room thing."

Xena sighed unhappily. "Yeah, | agree." She lealmadh to kiss her partner gently.
She pulled back. "But we both know what will happfeamybody finds out about us."



The small warrior laughed sarcastically. "I am sisgd we haven’t been arrested for
just being knights and dressing in men’s attire."”

The taller woman sighed. "They won't, Arthur needsand he knows it."

"True." Gabrielle gazed up with sad eyes. "I cavéit to sleep in each others arms
every night again.”

"Me too." Xena lowered her head and kissed herr8atd lightly on the forehead.
"Till then we’ll have to make do." She pulled harfmer into her arms.

Gabrielle wrapped her arms around her Soulmatéalather tightly. "l hate this
Christian religion."

The warrior snickered. "You're getting bad as me."
"Mmm, remember | am you."

"Always." Xena lowered her head down onto her maitnhead. "When's that
meeting?"

The smaller knight closed her eyes. "Sometime otlear."

"Gabrielle."

Gabrielle quietly laughed. "Soon."

"Gabrielle." Second warning.

The smaller woman sighed. "In ten minutes or so."

"Mmm okay." Xena lifted her head. "l need to get angnor off my legs."
Gabrielle tightened her hold. "Later.”

The warrior grinned and lowered her head agairoprof Gabrielle’s.

The Soulmates didn’t move or shift, both holdingheather. They rarely were able to
do that these days. The Greek gods had faded aayime as the prophecy for told
and now a new religion had sprung. ChristianitydAth Soulmates hated the
religion. They would normally tell each other itsviaecause of the discrimination
towards same sex relationships. Yet they both kbewss more then that, it was
mainly because they could see the growing streingtie religion. Especially since
the crusades. If a religion is powerful enoughtéstsvars then it was powerful
enough to control people and corrupt eventualleyTioth disliked such a thing.

Xena placed a kiss to her partner’s head. "We bgtté

Gabrielle raised her head and opened her eyesh;dea't need to be late." She
released her friend and shifted over to the door.

The knight turned to her closet again and pullettheu sword with its belt. She
strapped it on her waist and glanced over to Gidrigrou like me in this leg
armor."



Gabrielle’s lips shaped into an evil grin. "Yedke that metallic armor on you. It's
you."

"What happened to the love for the brass armorifaxambled up to her partner.
"I miss it." The small warrior opened the doorniiss my leathers too."

Xena sighed and walked out of the room and closealoor behind. A small bang
echoed down the long stone hallway. "Same here."

"l know what you really miss using is that chakram.

The warrior evilly laughed. "Gods yes." She stamadking down the hall beside
Gabrielle.

"It's God Xena."
"Whatever." The tall woman grinned. "Either wajs game thing."

The smaller female quietly laughed and shook hadh8he came to the stairs and
started going down them with Xena. She listenettiécsound of Xena’s armor
clanking. As soon as they came to the main paftetastle they saw Sir Williams
come up by them.

"Afternoon Xena and Gabrielle."
The two women smiled.
"I heard your plan worked. | commend you."

Xena nodded as she walked down the long hall tosvidrel meeting room. "Thanks
Williams. | am glad it worked."

"It seemed to." The knight took a deep breath an#ldd at Gabrielle. "I heard you
were the bait."

Gabrielle gave a grin. "Yup. Worked like a charm."

Sir Williams nodded. "Quite." He gazed ahead. "Dokmow what this meeting is
about? | assume about Manson?"

"More then likely it is." Xena then shifted herhighand to her sword hilt to rest there.
"Do we know who'’s doing the interrogation yet?" idins glanced over at Xena.

The warrior shook her head. "No."

Williams nodded. "Does Manson know the plans?"

Gabrielle took that question. "We think so but waYot sure yet."

Sir Williams reached forward and opened up the dodine meeting room. He held it
open as he let to the two women walk in. Followimghe closed the door behind.

Xena and Gabrielle quietly walked down the threehieasteps into the round room.
There in the center of the room was a massive ranite marble table with twelve



seats around it.

Arthur sat in his seat already and there were settgr knights already sitting down.
Two other knights were missing.

King Arthur lifted his eyes to the two warriors thetered in with Sir Williams.
"Xena, Gabrielle | want to thank you." He slowlpat up.

Xena smiled warmly and bowed her head. "Thank ymg Krthur for trusting
Gabrielle and I's judgement.” She raised her hgaiha

Arthur smiled. "l always do." He was an older mhese days. His hair had turned
white and gray along with his beard and wore hegkblshirt and pants with basic
silver armor over his chest, legs, wrists, and svatrhis side.

Gabrielle smiled now. "Thank you Arthur."

The king smiled to Gabrielle and nodded.

Sir Williams moved his seat to sit down calmly. Hiéaken Lancelot’s position.
Gabrielle and Xena both shifted to sit down in ttiseiats beside each other.

Arthur sat again and leaned back in his seat. "gV&itl waiting for two others." He
sighed. "l visited Manson in the dungeon. He ddesgem quite happy." A grin took
his lips.

Xena grinned. "Not at all.” She rested back indeat.

Gabrielle glanced back to see the doors open andtiwer knights came in then came
Merlin.

Merlin walked over to stand beside Arthur.

The Warrior Princess tried so hard not to narrondyes at the magician but couldn’t
help but let them narrow faintly.

Arthur stood quickly. "Everybody is equal here lmstroom."
All the other knights followed his action and stood
The king drew his sword and held it in front of bizdy.

The eleven other knights drew their swords togedinelr placed them down on the
table before each other as Arthur did. The roomfillasl with a small cling of the
swords meeting the marble table. Together everyksatipnce more.

Arthur took a deep breath. "I called this meetiegduse of our new guest, namely
Manson."

Everybody in the room quietly laughed.

"First we must figure out if Manson knows Mordregians or not.” The king shifted
his attention directly to Xena. "Do you believe Man knows the plans?"

Xena sat back in her seat and considered the queStiam not quite sure."



The other knights with the exception of Gabrielldbagan to mumble to each other.

King Arthur took a deep breath. "Silence." The roeent quiet and he spoke to Xena
again. "You're not sure?"

The warrior shifted in her seat a little. "l cahé till I... talk to him."

Arthur leaned towards the table. "Xena this isthettime to be questioning your
intuition whether you think Manson knows the plansot."

The knight was about to give a sharp responsediuthiance was taken away.

"Arthur, | believe Xena is saying she can’t be dilte. she gets Manson to talk.”
Merlin stared at Xena for a second then lowereees to the king. "I can
understand that. Manson may be setting us up."

Arthur sat back in his seat considering that. 'fidssible.” He thoughtful stared at
Xena and her partner, almost trying to read themthvasn't happening.

"Arthur | believe the best thing now is for youselect somebody to question
Manson."

Arthur turned his head to the person that spoke(z8iahad. "You're right Galahad."
He took a deep breath while resting back in higdarhair. "And who should that
be?" The king watched to see half the knights’ égt®n Xena and the other on
Merlin. "Well... this will not be simple."

"It is your final decision my Lord."
The king's eyes fell on Sir Gawain. "No, it's owailsion in this room."
"True my Lord but it is your final decision consiagy you have yet to decide.”

Arthur nodded at Gawain’s further explanation. leened up at Merlin. "How would
you get Manson to speak?"

Merlin grinned faintly. "Arthur, you know how | wdédigo about it."

Arthur quietly laughed. "Very true." He glanced ot@ Xena who sat stoic. He also
knew how Xena would go about getting the informafi@m Manson. It was not a
guestion of how he wanted the information. It wagiastion of if he wanted Manson
dead or alive after the questioning. "Merlin?" et his eyes to the magician.
"Question Manson and report to me what you find"out

Merlin bowed his head. "As you wish."

Arthur gave his attention back to all his knigtisiter Merlin finds out the
information we are to convene here for a follownogeting. Is that suitable for all of
you?"

All eleven knights nodded.
"Wonderful." The king stood.
The eleven knights rapidly stood and grabbed gweards, all lifting them and



holding them towards Arthur.
King Arthur lifted his sword to hold it up for acend then sheath it.

The other knights sheathed their swords and shiifted their seats. Some of the
knights gathered around to start talking. Othetddgether talking.

Xena power walked out of the room with her begrfd following right behind. The
warrior marched down the long hall at a fast paitk anger in her stride.

Gabrielle took a deep breath and jogged to catchitipher fast moving Soulmate.
"Xena?"

The knight slowed down and took a deep breath.r{Sor

The smaller warrior placed her right hand on hetnea’'s arm. "It's okay. Let’s go to
the courtyard?"

"Yeah." The older woman walked again but at a nmslotver pace.

The smaller female had her head low thinking. Shteth be careful with her words.
One thing she learned over the centuries was tatsful with her words when it
came to her Soulmate’s pride being hurt. Lifting lhhead she saw they were coming
to the large courtyard with the massive gardeméncenter. "Arthur can be stupid at
times."

Xena quickly turned her head to gaze at her Soglmi#bu’re serious?"

Gabrielle gazed at Xena. "You know | am being sexi6She took a long breath. "But
| understand why he chose Merlin over you." Shpsd walking in the garden and
grasped Xena’'s arm again. "We both know why he ehbearlin."

The warrior nodded as she stared at a tree indtdeg. "He’s always been peaceful.”
Her eyes lowered to Gabrielle. "Have to admire.that

Gabrielle smiled warmly. "Yeah." She took a deegaltn. "He doesn’t want this war
as much as the rest of Camelot doesn't."

The older woman nodded and felt her friend relé@searm. "Merlin won't get
anything out of Manson though."

"How you figure?" Gabrielle studied her partnerhwat confused expression.

"Merlin’s hocus pocus won’t work on Manson." Xeravg a grin. "Manson is to
stupid for the magic to work on him."

The smaller warrior laughed low. "You’re bad."
The warrior shrugged her shoulders. "Just tellifgwv it is.”

The smaller woman laughed and shook her head. ' gth" She took a deep breath.
"How’s that pride?" She gave a small grin to Xenaher eyes held concern.

Xena took a very deep breath. "Never better." Stmngd down at her Soulmate.



"Uh huh."” The small knight crossed her arms agdiastchest.

The warrior suddenly went serious. "Thanks Gal@iélbhe now cross her arms over
her chest.

Gabrielle smiled lovingly. "Hey, you know | am alygaround.” She brought her
right hand to Xena’s closes arm. "l am only immbotta

Xena quietly laughed. "That makes two of us." Shdexl. "Let’s go back inside."

The younger woman nodded and released Xena. Skatgaick glimpse to her right
at the sundial. "Mmm about half an hour before diin

The warrior looked to the sundial. "Good." Her egbsted to Gabrielle. "You've
always loved those sundials."”

"Oh yeah." Gabrielle smirked up to her partner.éyrre great. Better then saying
candlemarks."

Xena chuckled. "Agreed." She started walking wigh partner beside her. "l was
baking in my armor today."

The smaller warrior raised her eyes towards Xelnaa$ fine today."
"That’s because you were in the shade of the fGrest

"Xena, | was being chased. You're telling me youensaking just sitting on Argo...
waiting?"

"Pretty much."

Gabrielle gave an odd look to her partner. She lmanfena hard and quickly walked
ahead.

The older woman narrowed her eyes at Gabrielleck bath a grin. She quickly came
up behind Gabrielle and grabbed Gabrielle’s shasald®pping her from walking.
Lowered her lips close to the smaller woman'’s riggat, she whispered to her. "I'll
take care of you tonight.”

"Oooo0h, is that a threat warrior?"
Xena growled low in her partner’s ear. "Yes." Shaged. "And it's knight."

The smaller woman chuckled. "Whatever Xena, yostilea warrior. You still think
like a warrior."

The warrior grinned. "And what's the differenceweén a knight and warrior?"

"Mmm, the egos." Gabrielle snickered and startelivwg away heading to the stairs
to the bedchambers.

Xena crossed her arms against her chest and waten&bulmate walking. She ran
her tongue across the back of her molars. "Oh yaefinitely egos." She followed
behind.



~Fk ko

Xena sat back in her large wood chair once shehed eating her dinner. Gazing
across the table she made eye contact with hergrart

Gabrielle winked and went back to eating.

The warrior grinned for two seconds then lost ibbe anybody caught it. Sitting
beside her was Sir Galahad and Sir Malory. Theatimras in the main dinning hall
on a long stretched wood table. And once Xenaaek bnished with her meal a
servant came up to collect the plate. "Thanks."

The young female servant bowed her head at Xemedisappeared.
Sir Galahad lifted his eyes to Xena. "I could nawederstand you Xena."
The warrior grinned at the man. "Good."

Galahad chuckled and finished his meal and redt iodgis chair. "It is ashame
Arthur selected Merlin over you."

Xena grasped her goblet. "Maybe... maybe not. Yo lt@admire Arthur for
selecting Merlin over me." She drank some of thk wine.

"Really?"

The warrior nodded as she swallowed the wine, ahefully placed the silver goblet
down on the red cloth covered table. "Yesss. Arttares to select the most peaceful
route. Most kings would have had the prisoneris tiaten out of him for the
information."

Galahad nodded a few times and gazed across tlee tebry true." He took a long
breath. "Interesting perspective you have Xena."

The Warrior Princess grinned. "It's not mine."

Sir Galahad quickly turned his attention back tm&é&'Not yours? Who's then?"
Xena grinned at the other knight and shifted hesayer to Gabrielle. "Hers."

The knight followed Xena's eyes and saw Gabriatling back eating. "Gabrielle’s?"
"Yes."

Galahad nodded a few times. "Very interesting."

Gabrielle lifted her eyes to see Galahad and hein@e staring at her. She furrowed
her eyebrows. "Am | all that interesting?"

Sir Galahad and Xena both quietly laughed.
The warrior mouthed a yes.

But it was Galahad that said it. "Yes you are Galari' He took a deep breath. "Xena
and | were discussing your perspective."



Gabrielle’s eyes shifted to her Soulmate first tteesalahad. "And what perspective
was that?"

The knight smiled warmly. "You're perspective on. elllet’'s say peaceful methods
over physical ones."

The small warrior raised an eyebrow as she coresidiiose words then it struck her.
"Ah that perspective."

Sir Galahad quietly laughed. "I've come to notioa yave interesting ideas
Gabrielle."

The young woman nodded and sat back in her seglhéad with her dinner. "So I've
been told."

A small female servant took Gabrielle’s plate.
"Thank you."
The servant nodded with a shy smile. "You're welednit was just a whisper.

The small warrior gave a smile back to the seraadtwatched her go for a second
but gazed back to Galahad and her Soulmate. Heegsipn was a little more serious
now. "I've become very proud of my morals and ideasr time."

The knight nodded his idea. "And you should. Thdl/wake a person strong."

Gabrielle laughed lightly. "I suppose so." She taakeep breath and stood. "But |
think | am going to retire for the night. It's bearlong day."

Sir Galahad nodded. "Of course after your... actitogay."

The small warrior grinned as she stood behind hair evith her hands on the top.
"Definitely." She shifted her eyes over to Xena.

The Warrior Princess gave a small grin and her pyged up a twinkle.

Gabrielle only let her eyes take on a warmnesa fmoment but they went normal as
she gazed back to Galahad. "Have a good evenir@ebahad.”

"You too Gabrielle."
The small knight shifted her emerald eyes to Xé@aodnight Xena."

The warrior lowered her head for a second and gledgack up. "Goodnight
Gabrielle."

Gabrielle nodded and strolled out of the diningmcand into the main hall.
Galahad watched her go but sighed. "Very intergstioman."”
Xena quietly laughed. "You have no idea."

The knight turned his attention to the watrrior. I8 long have you and Gabrielle
been partners?"



The female knight took a long breath as she thotighibng time." She smiled. "It's
been interesting working with her."

"l bet." Sir Galahad smiled. "I know Arthur has alyg been appreciative of you both
arriving in his court and | myself have."

Xena nodded with a smile. "We’'re glad we came. &liag was getting old."

"I would think so." Galahad crossed his arms overchest. "The rumor was you both
came from Greece."

The warrior nodded. "The roomer is true. We camer about five years ago."
The knight nodded. "And why was that? Tired of Ge

"No never." Xena chuckled. "We had to get awayniany... memories."
"Ah." Sir Galahad nodded. "That’s understandablearige of scenery."

The warrior laughed light heartily. "Definitely.'h® sighed a little. "Well | think |
might head to my room myself."

Sir Galahad nodded. "May | accompany you?"
"Of course." Xena stood up as the other knight did.
The two knights quietly exited out of the main digpihall and into the long main hall.

Sir Galahad placed his hands behind his back. '18odi you and Gabrielle decide
to become fighters?"

Xena stared at the stone floor for a second indteh lit hall. "A number of
reasons."” She lifted her eyes to gaze down the'hdild because my past. Gabrielle
on the other hand... well she’s a different story."

Galahad nodded a few times. "You both are amazyhgefrs."

Xena quietly laughed. "Yes well we've both had pyeof time to practice.”

"Quite." Sir Galahad took a deep breath.

"So what brought you here Galahad?" Xena glanced awvthe blond haired knight.

"Dreams." Galahad smiled. "Child’s dreams mainlyg' quietly laughed and
continued on. "l was very young and always wanteldeicome a knight. So from birth
| trained myself mentally and physically to be obeoks like | got lucky with

Arthur’s court.”

"Mmm, Arthur’s court got lucky with you | believes the right words." Xena smiled
warmly to the other knight.

Sir Galahad laughed. "Thank you." He glanced alheaée the stairs going up to the
rooms. He turned to them and began to climb thesidbeXena.

The watrrior listened to the sound of her boots @athhad’s tapping up the steps. "l



believe tomorrow we’ll find out if Manson knows tp&ans."
"Hopefully." Galahad sighed. "I don’t believe Merican get them out of Manson."
Xena glanced over to Galahad. "Oh?"

The knight grinned slightly. "Like you Xena, | dotvelieve to much in all of that
hocus pocus.” He let out his breath. "But I've lddae has the power. I'd like to see
it."

"So would I." The warrior began to stroll down thal of the bedchambers.

"Wouldn’t we all." Sir Galahad paused. "But we migstrn to trust Merlin. Arthur
does."

"Mmm, I'll let Arthur trust him. Merlin hasn’t eaed my trust.”
Galahad grinned up to the woman. "You're a charynan Xena."

The warrior smirked. "I've been called many thitgg not... quite that Galahad."
She stopped walking as she came to the door tamber.

"Well you may place that into your self descripgdnGalahad grinned. "Free of
copyright.”

The Warrior Princess quietly laughed. "l will."
The knight nodded. "Goodnight Xena."
"Goodnight Galahad. Sleep well tonight."

"Of course." The man continued his trek down thiétbahis room farther down.
"Have a lovely evening."

"Always." Xena flashed down a smile to Galahad apened the door. "See you
tomorrow." She stepped into her room and siledtged the door behind.

~Fk ko

Gabrielle was leaning against the wall starringpasitCamelot on her balcony, her
arms over her chest. She watched the flickerirnth@torches across the large city. It
always reminded her of a city of gold. She caltdtie city of gold. She wrote it as the
city of gold. Yes, Gabrielle was a warrior bardiag®ne thing she couldn’t pass up
was the chance to write the world’s history in &enolls along with her own accounts.
It was a chance in a lifetime. A chance in immatyal

And as she stood there she considered her acadutite things her and Xena had
been through. Sofar everything in those images tiendream with Xena and Zeus
had come true. The Gods had faded away, the Romgir&grew strong and fell
apart. Another religion came into existence becafi®me man named Jesus. Yes
those images from the dream were all coming traeGatbrielle couldn’t help but
wonder if her and Xena were really changing maestidy. Were they? Could they
ever? Only time will tell.

Soon the young woman’s thoughts took her to Grelee.missed Greece so much.



She missed the lands and light rolling hills. GegnEngland had them too but not
quite like Greece. She missed the mountains in¢gregbey were all to glorious. And
Gabrielle missed traveling alone with her SoulmBt®.a time she became sick of it
and that's when they both decided to go to Englamtiget away from Greece. Get
away from their past with Greece. As soon as tle#yesl down in Camelot they both
wanted to the pack their bags and go back to Greece

Yet the Soulmates knew they had to let go of Gre@cktheir past. That life was
over. Their friends were gone, their family, and kimazon Nation was gone. These
people only lived on inside of Gabrielle and Xenma'smories. If they ever whispered
such names as Cyrene, Ephiny, or Solari nobodydvandierstand. They could only
whispered these names between each other and tmby iwanted to become sad
together. So they rarely did whisper the namesvfaat emotions, desires, and
memories it brought upon.

Gabrielle turned her head to the right as sheafelarmness take her over, she smiled.
"Hey."

The warrior smiled back warmly. "Hey." She quidiBgan to walk over to Gabrielle.
"I still don’t understand how you got the balcony."

The small warrior laughed. "Hey you got the hidgassageway."

The warrior came up to her partner. "And what gdods that do me if it doesn’t lead
me to your room?"

The smaller woman laughed. "Good point."

"Mmm | know." Xena saw her partner lifted hersdffthe stone wall and step
forward. She just grinned and shifted to standrkidabrielle and lean against the
wall now.

Gabrielle let herself settle back into Xena’s badd felt strong arms come around
her waist. She carefully rested her head back aggxiena’s chest.

They were in the darkness. Yes in the darknesgstsafe. The darkness kept them
safe.

"What were you thinking about?" Xena nuzzled h#irdeeek against Gabrielle’s.
"Just bad thoughts." She sadly laughed.

The warrior understood and tightened her arms raend her Soulmate. When she
was in her room she felt a deep sadness fill hed ghe knew exactly why and that
led her to Gabrielle’s room. "Come here."

The smaller woman turned around and wrapped hes aghtly around the watrrior.
Xena kept her arms tightly around her Soulmate.

Gabrielle shut her eyes and rested her head agénsts chest. She couldn’t cry any
longer she was beyond that point. And one day skw/ilshe’d be beyond the point of
being sad. At least she hoped she would get bey@igoint.



The warrior took a deep breath. "I miss it all too.

"I know. Gods | know." The small woman took a shbkgath then felt Xena’s head
rest on her own. Taking another deep breath shadetelf come back to herself. She
lifted her head. "But then there’s you."

Xena quietly laughed while peering down into heulSwte’s eyes, she saw them
begin to twinkle. "Oh?"

"Oh yeah." Gabrielle brought her right hand bethied partner’s head. She carefully
kissed Xena.

But the older woman made the kiss go stronger aoaght her lips down to her
friend’s neck. "l owe you."

"Mmm so you do." The small knight stepped back ftbewarrior's arms. She saw
the faint upset in Xena’'s eyes and she grinnedu"d@ming?" Slowly she walked
back to go inside of her room.

The warrior grinned and watched her go inside bheg eyes averted to the glowing
city. She sighed and ambled off the balcony and Gebrielle’s room. She caught
sight of Gabrielle taking her sword off and placihoside the closet. "You know
that’s a bad habit."

Gabrielle glanced over to her Soulmate. "Why? feemody going to sneak into my
room and kill me?"

The knight placed her hands on her hips. "Funny."

The smaller warrior chuckled and noticed her Soténséll wore her leg armor. "I
believe it's later." She came up to Xena and kretedtvn. Carefully, small hands
worked the armor off Xena’s body.

Xena gazed down at her partner removing her arfivbnm forgot about that."

"l noticed." Gabrielle removed the armor and wasualbo move but felt soft
fingertips come under her chin. She raised her bead lock eyes with sapphire
ones.

The tall woman gradually gave her Soulmate the ipai/fsommand to rise up as she
kept her fingers under Gabrielle’s chin. Soon abriélle was standing Xena brought
her head down to seal her lips with Gabrielle’s.

Gabrielle held the armor in her right hand but gressed her left hand into the
warrior’s strong stomach.

Xena moaned lightly and took the armor from Galgiahd stepped away to shift to
the wood table in the room.

The small warrior narrowed her eyes with a grinot¥e bad."
"I know." Xena leaned against the table. "So wlnat going to do about it?"

The knight raised an eyebrow. "Do about it?" Heachbobbed up and down a few
times as she pondered. Then a smug look came eveNothing." She quickly



moved to the door grabbing the handle. But as ss@she had her fingers wrapping
around the handle and opening the door, the daormskd shut by Xena. Gabrielle
peered up to her Soulmate with an amused look.

"Play nicely Gabrielle."

The small warrior laughed and wrapped her armsrara{ena’s waist. Her hands
went to the sword’s belt buckle. "Alright." She hea up to kiss the other knight.
"Let’s play nice." Another kiss started but thissomas more powerful.

Xena grabbed her partner’s sides and lifted hethefffloor at the end of the kiss. She
swung herself and Gabrielle around towards thetthawas right behind them. She
lowered Gabrielle onto it and crawled onto the beer the smaller woman. Her left
knee came to press up between Gabrielle’s center.

"Oh God." The small warrior closed her eyes as awhmg lips took hers.
~*Part 2*~

Gabrielle bounced back and grinned, she twirlecshvard in her left hand. She then
threw the blade in the air to grab it with her tigand. "Hands behind the back."

Xena nodded and placed her left hand behind hds d&radt saw her Soulmate do the
same. Her lips shaped into the biggest grin ever.

The smaller knight attacked with her sword.

The dirt field filled with dust as these two kniglgractice together. They always
practice together and every day at around the siamee Once in the morning and
once in the afternoon for about an hour.

And now the smaller woman was having a hard tinmeentrating because she was
trying so hard not to laugh at her Soulmate.

Xena was having the same problem, trying to najheat her Soulmate either.

This was something they did every now and agaih Bee Soulmates one-day had
seen two knights fighting with their hands behinéit backs. And both the Soulmates
had fallen over laughing at the scene. They bothrtever seen anything like it before
in their time. Gabrielle repeatedly said it lookssdsnobby.

So since then the pair would fight like that to mdiln of the fighting style. And
every time the two warriors would get the biggasklout of it. It was just a fighting
style warriors of their time would never do.

As they fought in the early afternoon a figure géd out onto the field to watch them.

Xena glanced over and saw that it was Merlin. Sireomved her eyes but kept
fighting against Gabrielle.

The small warrior took a quick glimpse to see tregitian as well. "Stop?"
The warrior jumped backed and lowered her swordl@iérm.

Gabrielle stopped as well and sheathed her swielti&n lifted her eyes to Xena to



see the warrior sheath her sword.
Xena turned towards Merlin. "Hello Merlin."

Merlin nodded. "Hello Xena." He walked up and aedrhis eyes to Gabrielle.
"Gabrielle."

The small knight nodded faintly. "Merlin."
The magician gave his attention to Xena again.Hérasked me here."”

The Warrior Princess placed her hands on her sl why? Arthur doesn’t have
his magician visiting people for the fun of it."

"True." Merlin crossed his arms against his ché$t. asked me to tell you and
Gabrielle that you both have his permission tornogate Manson."

Gabrielle’s own hands went to her hips. "And whthigt?"

Merlin’s green eyes shifted to Gabrielle. "Becauseuld not get anything from
Manson."

Xena had a faint amused looked on her face asrebsarl her arms over her chest.
"Really?"

The magician sighed and replied to the warrior.s;\Ysometimes magic works and
sometimes it doesn’t Xena." He grinned a little giyu"Now you may have your way
with him. Good luck." Merlin spun around on his Iseaith his cape black cape
flowing, he stalked off into the castle.

Gabrielle smirked up to her Soulmate. "Trouble."
"Me?" Xena batted her eyes down at Gabrielle. "Kéve

The smaller woman shook her head. "Right. Comegem.t She put her left hand to
Xena'’s back.

The pair walked into the castle together and iheorhain hall.
"Dungeons Xena?"

The knight nodded. "Let’s have some fun." Xenamgohand her pace of walk went
fast.

"Lets keep him alive though. | think Arthur wouiéd that."

"Yeah yeah." Xena chuckled. She came to the ergremthe dungeon and went down
the steps with Gabrielle beside her. The sidebefiall were lined with lit torches.

This dungeon was one of the cleanest Xena hadseeerand lacking torture tools.
That was one way to always figure out what kin&iafy was ruling. Check their
dungeons.

They came to the bottom floor that was lined wighscand guards here and there.

One of the guards stepped up to the Soulmates. I'Gelp you both?"



Xena smiled evilly. "Yes, where’s Manson’s cell?"

The guard grinned back. "This way." He stepped dlaea walked along in the
dungeon with the knights following behind.

The group came up to the cell and Manson was gittma wood bench and he lifted
his head to see the people. He narrowed his e¥hsy"sent the women now." He
snickered.

Xena held out her hand to the guard with a seffiaces, her eyes pinned on Manson.
"Key?"

The guard pulled of a ring with a single key andded it to Xena.
Gabrielle turned her head to the guard. "We caulleahis."

The guard nodded. "Just give me the key when yaldree." He ambled off back to
the entrance.

Xena inserted the key and turned it to hear thie é@ene undone. She swung the gate
open and walked in.

Gabrielle on the other hand stood in the open pogravith her hand on her sword’s
hilt.

The warrior grinned down at Manson, he was shacktebchained at the legs and
arms. "We can do this the hard way or the easy'way.

Manson gazed up with narrow eyes. "I'd prefer Hard.

"Me too." Xena’s fingers instantly came down togs@r points at Manson’s
shoulders.

Manson shut his eyes at the pain in his arms, hiloth move them.
"Stand up." Xena’s voice was in a growl.

Gabrielle sighed as she watched Manson stand wtyslbhey always choose the
hard way.She stepped back twice still holding her swordls h

Manson came out while gritting his teeth.
The small warrior glanced over him to Xena.
The warrior nodded and received one back from @Héri

The smaller knight stepped in front of Manson atadted walking down the
dungeon’s hall.

Manson walked behind Gabrielle and Xena behind him.

Gabrielle led them to the end of the hall and slo& & right into another hall that was
prison cells just more fortified. She came to & elt was open and she pulled the
metal handle opening the heavy door.



Manson was shoved in by Xena and he went stumhbditige ground on his knees.
Xena came in and handed her partner the key.

The smaller female took the key and tucked it avi&ne shifted to close the large
door in the stoned cell. She then leaned agaiesidlor as it locked and she still kept
her hand on the sword’s handle.

Inside of the walled cell there was only one bardew up high filtering in the sun’s
light and right on Xena.

The warrior reached down with her right hand tolibek of Manson’s neck. She
lifted him up and turned him around. "You know whatant to know Manson."

The man laughed. "As | said before Xena. Hellliftéll you." He grinned up at the
warrior.

The tall woman nodded. "We’'ll see." She suddeniyryeed her right knee into his
stomach and stepped back as Manson fell to the floo

Xena walked around him in a circle. "l wont try dmycus pocus on you Manson like
Merlin did."

"Oh goody." Manson got up to his feet. "Becauséllnaed a lot for me Xena."
The warrior stood behind Manson and she shot atgr@abrielle.
The smaller knight bit back her grin and just let Byes sparkle.

The Warrior Princess came around to the front ohdda. Her fingers quickly moved
to those same pressure point as she undid them.

Manson shut his eyes and sucked in a deep breath.

"l am being nice. So why don’t you try too Mansonitie warrior crossed her arms
against her chest. "Don’t ruin my good mood."

The man narrowed his eyes. "To Hell with you."

Xena's right hand shot up around his neck begintorggueeze hard. "Manson, tell
me what | want to know."

Manson shut his eyes. "You can't kill me Xena. Mdhout the information | know."
He felt the air start to leave his lungs.

The knight jerked her hand away.
Manson stumbled back and reached up to rub his neck

"You're right Manson." The tall woman grinned. "Butloesn’t mean | can’t beat it
out of you."

Manson narrowed his eyes and he quickly lifted tbagharms and the chain fell
behind Xena's head. He crossed his arms and trieddke Xena.

The warrior closed her eyes and pretended to bieradpdy placing her hands to the



chains.

Gabrielle grinned and lifted herself off the dastrolling up she lifted her right hand
and punched Manson hard in the face. "Don’'t." Stardh Xena remove the chains
from around her head. Gabrielle placed her handdamsons shoulders and rammed
her knee into his stomach.

The dark knight fell to the cell’s floor with hisras over his stomach.

The small knight grinned down at Manson. "l suggest tell us what we want to
know Manson." She kicked him hard in the stomachiragnd glanced up to Xena.

The warrior raised an eyebrow at her partner.
Gabrielle shrugged her shoulders and strolledoolééan against the door again.

Xena glimpsed back to see her calm Soulmate, sieréal her eyes to Manson again.
"We'll finish this now." She leaned down and diggsure points to Manson’s neck.
"Thirty seconds Manson. That'’s all you have."

Manson clamped his eyes shut and struggled totbréadright alright. I'll tell you
anything." He felt the blood trickling down his wgdip. "Just undo... this."

Xena'’s fingers quickly moved to undo the presswiatp

Manson sucked in a deep breath as he saw Xenadmowalin front of him. His eyes
narrowed at the warrior while he breathed. "What y@ant to know?"

The warrior grinned. "Everything."
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The small knight slammed the cell door closed tiuened the key to lock it. Her
emerald eyes stayed pin on Manson in the cell fooment. She almost laughed then
but held back as she pulled the key out. Turningdna she grinned.

The warrior knew what her friend was thinking amdichherself back from laughing
also.

The pair started walking down the hallway and céonthe two guards. Gabrielle
handed the one his key back and thanked him. Th&tulmates then climbed the
stairs again.

Once they were halfway up them Gabrielle broke dawnah started laughing hard.
"That was the funniest thing Xena!"

The warrior was laughing right along. She stoppatking up the steps and leaned
against the wall. "l couldn’t believe it."

The smaller woman leaned against the wall and sod&ep breath to calm. "Man he
took ‘everything’ literally Xena."

The warrior reached up to wipe away the tears fnemcheeks. "Really. He babbled
about everything in his childhood."

"Yes." Gabrielle chuckled. "Even about the timepleed in his bed when he was



five." Gabrielle doubled over and started to laaghin.

The older woman laughed hard a few times. She slicka deep breath. "Come on.
We better report to Arthur."

The small warrior nodded and straightened up. "8atwve tell Arthur? That Manson
peed in his bed at age five?"

"Nnno!" Xena snickered. "Bad enough the man iswaot We don’'t need to make
fun of him."

Gabrielle nodded as she climbed the last steprteeaato the main hall. "You're
getting soft in your old age Xena."

The older woman slowly gazed down at her partnéne@gwalked down the hall.
"Ohhh really?"

The smaller woman snickered. "Definitely."

"Mmm." Xena gazed ahead with a large grin. "Wellt that to the test.”
Gabrielle quickly looked up to her Soulmate. "Daaven."

"Oooh but you started this Gabrielle."

The small bard stopped and gazed up to her paftrierow what you're planning...
warrior."

The warrior’'s eyes twinkled. "Now you’ll just hate wait." She started walking
again.

Gabrielle raised her eyebrow at her Soulmate’s batkdes." She power walked to
catch up with Xena.

The two women made their way to Arthur’s office whbe sat behind a desk writing
something.

Xena came in first and stood in front of the king.

Gabrielle came in second and stood beside hergratier hands went behind her
back.

Arthur lifted his eyes and warmly smiled. "l beleeyou both had success."

The warrior grinned. "To say the least." She toaeap breath. "Manson told us
Mordred’s plans. But I still have some... concerns."

The king nodded. "And what concerns may that be?"

Xena crossed her arms against her chest. "Well.. shrabroke down so to say
before Gabrielle and I." A pause as she glanc&hgatielle then back to the king.
"Excuse my French, but Manson is a pussy foot. kHalser weak."

Arthur studied the two knights. "And this leads yowbelieve what?"

"That Manson really doesn’t know the plans my Lofdabrielle took a deep breath



and brought her hands forward. "Xena and I's théotiiat Manson is not even really
Mordred’s second in command. That Manson is a seflpe paused. "Even if
Manson is the second in command he doesn’t knowldres. It isn’t Mordred’s style
to tell his men his plans, he’s secretive."

Arthur nodded a few times and sat back in his $¢atifted his right hand to let his
elbow rest on the chair’s arm and his chin in @k "And how can you be so sure?
Mordred calls him his second in command."

Xena nodded. "True but we've never heard Mordraaskif call Manson his second
in command."

King Arthur nodded. "Well | see your perspective pet neither of you hold real
proof."

Gabrielle glimpsed up to her Soulmate then backéding. "Give us two days to get
you proof my Lord." She paused. "l think we can eamp with something."”

The king took a deep breath and considered theeseqil'll give you both a day to
come up with a plan to finding out of Manson is $ggond in command or not. If you
can not then we’ll have to go with what we know."

Xena smiled a little. "Thank you." She turned tosgthe door and started to make
her exit.

Gabrielle followed along.

Arthur kept his eyes pinned on the pair watchireptiieave. Once the door closed his
eyes went back to his papers on the desk.
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The bard sat on the foot of her bed with a sigrerfa we need a plan.”

The warrior paced back and forth in from of her IBaite. "I know | know." She
brought her right hand to her forehead.

Gabrielle dropped back onto her bed and tried toecap with a plan. She closed her
eyes listening to the rhythmic pacing of her Souémbler eyes flew open. "Let’s give
him back." She shot up from the bed.

Xena stopped pacing and gazed at her Soulmate.taVha

"Well not quite give him back. But ransom him backMordred." A grin took the
small woman’s lips. "Think about it Xena."

The tall woman studied her partner as she thougiitahe idea. A small grin spread
across her lips. "Perfect Gabrielle." She shooklead with a grin. "If Manson is
important to Mordred he’ll buy him back. And if fen’t-"

Gabrielle grinned. "Mordred will leave Manson h&eot with us." She chuckled
lightly.

Xena suddenly turned to the smaller woman. Her sisigtitly grasped Gabrielle’s
thighs. She bent forward to eye level with her $engdartner. "Soft huh?"



"Oh Hell." Gabrielle felt the warrior take her lipsa powerful demanding kiss. She
closed her eyes and moaned slightly. Then she fbhargklf on her back and warm
hands slipping up her shirt closer to her bredsts.warrior’s lips moved to come
down to her neck and the small warrior moaned as’sefingertips grazed across the
bottom of her breasts.

Xena raised her head to Gabrielle’s right ear. llsrgrazed across the small
woman’s soft ear. "I'll seall of you... tonight." She quickly stood, slipping her hands
out from under Gabrielle’s shirt. She moved witlkeexq to the door and left.

"Damn that warrior." The small knight took a deepdih and let it out shaky. Her
hands came up over her face as she felt her badyown. "Damn me for what |
said." She quietly laughed. Taking another lon@tiré&abrielle sat up and ran her
hand through her short hair. Standing up, she rmadevay out of the room. Her legs
carried her directly to King Arthur’s office again.
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"Come in." Arthur smiled as he saw Gabrielle emtetfWelcome Gabrielle." He held
his hand out to his chair to the left. "Sit dowrl goin us."

The small knight walked through the office and fdurer Soulmate sitting in the
chair to the right.

Xena didn’t look up to her partner and held baekltdrgest grin. She’d barely held
herself back in Gabrielle’s room. And Xena knew e knew this and would play
off it.

Gabrielle sat down quietly and sat back comfortal8e what is the topic of
discussion."

The warrior turned her head to gaze at her bestidri "Your idea."” Her eyes
twinkled.

The bard averted her attention to XeW#ich idea is that Xenaer ivy eyes took on
a sparkle towards Xena. "Ah yes, my wondrous id8ae looked to Arthur. "Did
Xena tell you?"

"No." Arthur sat back in his chair. "Xena was jgstting to that when you came in."
He smiled warmly. "But since you're here, why doyou explain your idea."

Gabrielle nodded. "Right." She crossed her legseatinkles. "I figure since Manson
is technically Mordred’s second in command he wdaddsaluable. What we could do
is ransom Manson back to Mordred. If Mordred agtedle ransom then we know
Manson is important if not..." Gabrielle shrugged sleoulders. "Then Manson is just
a decoy and we're wasting time."

Arthur nodded. "Do you agree to this Xena?"

The warrior nodded. "l do, it’'s a beautiful ide&He paused. "Nor do we have any
other options."

The king sighed as he weighed the idea. He tocep threath. "And if this plan



doesn’t work. What then?"

Xena closed her eyes for a second. "Then we carst Manson’s words." Her eyes
opened again. "And by then my guess is Mordredattidck."

"l can’t have any screw ups Xena and Gabriellethiér laced his hands together. "To
many have happened in the past years." He studiddte women. "If Mordred
succeeds in taking over my kingdom then therelv@lturmoil in all of England.
England has been through too much this past cerforynany wounds to heal."

"Xena and | both realize that Arthur." Gabriellekaa deep breath. "We’'re both
considering all of this. But when it comes rightgoto it with or without Manson.
Mordred will attack and we need to be prepared.”

The king shifted in his chair. "True. But none sfaan be prepared unless we know
what is going on."

"Not true." Xena sat up in her seat. "Gabriellaght. Whether we find out if Manson
knows the plans or not it will not matter." She gedi for a second. "We are better off
preparing the men and attack Mordred then rathgmgiike ducks."” She shook her
head. "I do not see the point in waiting for Motlte attack us."

Arthur leaned forward. "You know my system Xenai$ Eyes shifted to Gabrielle.
"The both of you." His attention was on both woni&le can not attack without
good cause."

"How much cause do you need Arthur?" Gabrielle m@s leaning forward with
burning eyes. "Everybody knows Mordred is threatgmeace for all of England. Is
that not cause enough? Or must he attack us ficski#l a certain number of people
for us to act? Why have more people die then ne@d b

The king’s head bobbed up and down a few timegnterstand both of your
concerns. But there are always different ways talgmut this."

Xena quickly stood and leaned over the king’s dé$kou’re looking for a peaceful
one Arthur. You will never find it with Mordred."H& spun around on her heals and
stalked out of the office.

Gabrielle sighed when she heard the door shut.
The king gazed at the small woman. "Is that theeslomyou Gabrielle?"

The small knight considered for a moment. "There wéime | would say no my
Lord." She shook her head. "But knowing Mordred @s, | do believe war is the
only way." She let her breath out in a sigh. "Somes the only way to find the
answer is at the tip of a sword and there maybavoaling it." She leaned forward. "
do not however look down on your methods Arthurever have. | admire them and
try to follow them myself." She paused. "But thare certain lines you must cross to
protect the ones you love and the morals you believ She stood herself. "But |
need to catch up with my partner. Excuse me." @#Hbrstarted walking towards the
door.

"Gabrielle?"



The young woman gazed back. "Yes my Lord?"
"Do you believe there is an end to all good thifigs?

Gabrielle’s eyes fell to the floor. "Yes." Her ey#ted. "But one good thing will
create another, and that one another, that oné@nand so on. One good thing may
die out but others will spur from the first and ¢buso many lives." She locked eyes
with Arthur. "And sometimes one good thing must édsomething more
magnificent to begin and reshape the world ang#ople. Everything has a purpose.
Why do you ask?"

The king sadly smiled to the bard. "I have a fegtimat it's Camelot’s end."

The young woman sadly smile. "No it would be Cartiglgreatest feet. To end and
only begin as a form of hope to mankind." She tdraeund and opened the door to
quietly leave.
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Gabrielle came up to Xena’s door and was abouhtxk, about to. She stopped and
placed her hand on the door handle and held & faoment. Her eyes narrowed
faintly and she quickly released the handle. Sivegpovalked to her room and came
in quickly but silently closed the door. Once iresghe walked out onto her balcony to
find her Soulmate there.

Xena turned her head towards her Soulmate. "Hoetdknow?"

The small knight shrugged her shoulders. "l jusiikiyou." She came up to her
friend’s side. "l am you."

The warrior smiled for a second but averted hes ¢ge&Camelot. Her arms were over
her chest.

Gabrielle quietly stepped up to stand beside hatngate. "You know, you can’t
blame Arthur. He has his own style Xena."

The warrior sighed. "l know." She shook her hed@ad'| have my own style."

"And it's killing you not to be able to do what yewant.”

The tall woman grinned. "Yes." The grin was goridot'being in command is rough."”
The younger woman laughed lightly. "You have naidena.”

Xena furrowed her eyebrows at Gabrielle. "Whata suppose to mean?"

"Come on Xena." Gabrielle looked up to her parthiEnat first year or so we first
started traveling. | couldn’t say or do anythingheut you approving of it first.”

"That’s not true."

"You know it is." The small warrior bard peered tome on. Remember the time
with the Titans? Or the time with Pandora’s box™@w about the time we first met
the Amazons? Or-"



"Okay okay..." Xena grinned. "You made your pointstidon’t pin on me the time
you left for the Academy."

Gabrielle quietly laughed. "No that was all my idea

The warrior grinned. "l can still remember how hapgras when you came running
up behind me, ready to travel." A small laugh.

"I noticed." The young woman grinned. "That Acadenasn’t for me." A small sigh.
"No." Xena gave a smirk. "You belonged with me."

"Oooh." Gabrielle placed her hands on her hipsthds a little ownership | detest?
Maybe even jealousy?"

The warrior snickered. "Over you, yes."

The young woman chuckled and dropped her hands liearhips. She looked at the
scene of Camelot again.

"Was | really that hard to get along with?"
"God! Xena, | can’t believe you're asking me that."
Xena started to laugh. "I can’t remember, it wds@ong time ago."

Gabrielle devilishly grinned up to her partner. t4 put it this way. Traveling with
you the first year was like traveling with a mul&Hhe walked off the balcony and into
the room.

The warrior blink. "A mule?" She ambled over to ttaorway to the balcony and saw
her partner by her closet. "You're relating menceas?" She stood in the doorway.

"Pretty much." Gabrielle turned her head to Xeivau were stubborn as an ass and
about as talkative as one."

Xena raised an eyebrow. "Now?"

The young woman grinned and strolled up to theratltanan. "Now?" Her hands
came to Xena’s side. "Now after whipping you intase. Well maybe you're like...
well like Tubius was."

The warrior’s jaw dropped. "Tubius."”
"Yeah, he was so cute and sweet once we understmtdother.” Gabrielle grinned.

Xena nodded a few times. "Right." She crossed tmas against her chest. "And you
know what you reminded me of the first year?"

"Oh god. What is that?"

"One of those annoying song birds early in the nmgrthat you wish would just shut
up because it sung to much and to loud."

The small knight’'s mouth hung open. "Well at leagttweeting sounded better then



your heehawing."

Both Soulmates regarded each other for a momersualatenly they both broke out
laughing together.

Xena took a step back and leaned against the walha slowly stopped laughing.

Gabrielle had her arms against her stomach. "Ohmgad stomach... hurts." She
took a deep breath and felt the laughter leaveRemching up she wiped away the
few tears from her eyes. "Okay that makes sere®,immortal and my stomach
hurts." She shook her head.

Xena grinned. "Makes perfect sense."” She chuckiddested her arms on her
stomach.

The young woman smiled and stepped up to her partne

The warrior pulled her Soulmate in and held hdnttig

Gabrielle wrapped her arms around her Soulmateestdd her head against Xena.
The older woman kissed her partner’'s head and diglhemule huh?"

"Welll..." Gabrielle grinned and lifted her head torgat her friend. "Maybe more
like a black panther." She carefully caressed Xenght cheek. "Sleek, soft,
dangerous, jet black coat, beautiful..." She saw Xe@yges shut and her lean into
Gabrielle’s touch. Gabrielle continued with herlagg in a light voice. "Powerful,
yet gentle like a kitten, cunning, graceful, witpratective instinct for what it owns,
and very deep piercing blue eyes."

Xena took Gabrielle’s hand and moved her lips sx@lgentle kisses to Gabrielle’s
soft hand. Slowly her sapphire eyes drifted opahlacked with Gabrielle’s eyes.

Gabrielle smiled warmly and laced her hand togethdr Xena’s hand.

The warrior smiled back warmly and lowered her higaihke Gabrielle’s lips in a
protective kiss.

Section 2

~*Part 3*~

The early eastern sun’s light beamed through tlyelglass window to filter over the

king of Camelot. Arthur raised his head as onei®tbldiers entered into his office.
"Welcome."

The soldier bowed his head to the king and raisbdak up. "Morning my Lord."
"Have you news of Mordred?"

"Yes my Lord." The soldier paused as he tried porehis information with ease.
"My Lord, Mordred’s army is taking on arms."

Arthur abruptly stood with his wood chair’'s legsegung across the marble floor.
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Gabrielle carefully nuzzled her Soulmate’s softknéter eyes stayed shut.

Xena smiled and began to run her fingertips updowin Gabrielle’s smooth back.
Her eyes were closed as well. "How'd you sleep?"

"Really well." The small knight reached up to pihké lightweight bed sheet over her
and Xena'’s shoulders.

It was rare they slept together in bed. But wheasémights came they were the most
pleasant thing ever and they only wished to sleegach other’'s arms forever.
Immortality never brought that for them.

Gabrielle closed in the distance and kissed heinsaa soundlessly.

Xena moaned in the kiss and lifted her right hanthé back of her partner’s head to
force the kiss on.

The smaller warrior grinned and ran her right hdadn the other woman’s perfectly
shaped stomach.

The warrior pulled back from the kiss, pushed theecs out of the way, and rolled on
top of her Soulmate straddling her at the hips.

The smaller woman placed her hands on Xena's hipshands started there and
slowly she let her hands glide up the warrior’'sypoder her stomach and right
between her breasts.

Xena shut her eyes. "Trouble."”
"Me, you started this."
"You kissed first."

Gabrielle quietly laughed while her hands came dXena’s sides. "Because you
wanted me too."

"Mmm very true." Xena grasped her friend’s hands sgoread them out as she leaned
down to take Gabrielle into a passionate kiss.

The Soulmates were about to fall into each othéabdaud pounding came at the
door.

Xena quickly stopped and sat up. "You're kidding2he
The bard was silent and turned her head to th¢ aigifve door.
Another pounding knock at the large wood door.

"Hades." Xena leaned down to kiss her partner dyihd she hopped off the bed. In
the nude she strolled over to the door and stodldetdar left of it near the hinges. She
nodded at Gabrielle.

The smaller knight rolled out of bed as anotherdkncame. "Hold on!" She moved



quickly to her closet and pulled on a long whitét@o shirt and came to the door and
gazed at Xena.

The warrior winked.
Gabrielle chuckled and reached forward to operddwe wide. "Hey."

Xena shifted a little to leaned against the cotehstof the bedchamber’s wall. She
stared at the back of the wood door. Shifting lyesdo the right she saw Gabrielle
gazing out of the doorway with her left hand onladle still and heard a response
from a man.

"Good morning Gabrielle." It was Sir Galahad. "Isn@dered by Arthur to let all the
Knights of the Round Table know we have an urgesg¢tmg."”

The small knight furrowed her eyebrows. "What'srgpon?"
"l am not quite sure. But Arthur called the meetiadpegin in a ten minutes."
Gabrielle nodded. "Thank you. I'll be there soon ean."

"Great." Galahad was about to move but stopped., 'ttaive you seen Xena this
morning? | was just by her bedchamber but she wésere."

"Um." Gabrielle’s hand fiddled with the door handleat of reaction.

Xena reached up with her right hand to touch hetlr8ate’s hand with a calming
sensation.

The small warrior smiled. "l actually just woke G@alahad. My guess is she might
have gotten up and had breakfast or somethings$imegarly riser."

The knight nodded. "Very well then. Well if you deer please let her know."
Gabrielle smiled with a nod. "Of course. | am sidtsee her soon."

"Quite, you two are... partners.” Galahad smiled la@avinked to Gabrielle. "I'll see
you at the meeting."

The bard blinked for a moment and faintly shookhead. "Yes, goodbye."
"Bye now." Galahad continued walking down the le&lbedchambers.
The small woman shut the door and with her rigimdhand stared blankly at the door.

Xena squeezed her partner’s hand and shiftednd stafront of her best friend.
"Gabrielle?"

"He knows Xena." Gabrielle’s eyes averted to Xéhig’'s knows about us."”
The warrior furrowed his eyebrows. "How could heb@Gelle? We don’t show it."

Gabrielle raised an eyebrow. "Yes... you and | alwage are beaming wild fire of
love so easily." She had a frustrated look on &ee f"Xena he knows."

"He knows so what?" Xena took her other partneaisch "He’s not going to do



anything that’s obvious. Even if he does what canld to us? We’re the immortal
ones."

"I know." The young woman'’s eyes were sad. "l gis’'t want to be hunted or
persecuted for it."

"And we won't." The taller woman stepped up clogelet her warm body press
against Gabrielle’s body.

Gabrielle sighed and dropped her head againstdrgrgy’s chest and she felt Xena
bring their hands behind her own back.

Xena kissed the top of Gabrielle’s head. "He wdo'tanything. He’s a good man and
| heard his tone of voice. It wasn’t accusing."

The bard grinned. "No, he just smiled at me... anaked."

"He winked?" Xena peered down to her friend. "Haked at you?"

Gabrielle laughed. "Yes."

The warrior's eyes narrowed. "Mmm | might have s@reblems with him now."

The smaller warrior laughed again and released X&hatever warrior." She
pushed Xena at the stomach lightly. "You like hi&ltie strolled off to collect her
clothes.

"How can you be sure?" Xena crossed her arms ddan$reasts.

"Because | heard you two walking up to the bedchamthe other night." Gabrielle
spun around holding her pants. "He’s a nice guyyadknow it."

The older woman smirked. "Maybe unless he’s hitongny girl."

The small knight started laughing hard. "Uh huthé& Sat down on the bed to put her
pants on. "Are you getting dressed?"

Xena grinned. "Was considering it." She began teerand put her clothes on.

Within five minutes the pair were dressed in timeirmal attire and Xena was hooking
her sword around her waist.

Gabrielle stepped up to her Soulmate. "Ready?"

"Almost." Xena hook the belt around her waist amuktthe tail of the belt in her
hands.

The small woman reached forward to take the taihefbelt from her partner’'s hands.
"Here." She began to tuck the tail through the teeliave it hanging down. "There."

"l could have done it." The warrior grinned.

"I know." Gabrielle showed her own grin as she pédarp to her friend. "But | wanted
to."

"Mmm thank you." Xena leaned down to kiss her partightly. "Let’s go."



The small knight sighed. "Right on." She openeddber and headed out. She
powered walked down the hall with Xena behind Rexaching the stairs she moved
down the long steep steps quickly. "This will besal bad meeting."”

"Why?" The knight was moving down the steps atpdrpace as well and on an
angle.

Gabrielle stopped walking and had one foot on ¢ee and the other on the step
below. She gazed up to her partner with a grincéBee | haven’t had breakfast.”

Xena stood on three steps above her as she gaaed ‘ar will break out on this
morning in the meeting room." A huge smirk.

"Hades yes." Gabrielle growled with a wink and adraround to continue her decent
down the stairs.

The tall woman laughed and kept going down thesstdt’s Hell."
The smaller warrior laughed. "Whatever, same tHing.

Xena grinned. "Agreed." She saw Gabrielle stoppeding as she reached the main
hall. She came to the last step and stood on ievtacing her hands on her smaller
partner’s shoulders.

Gabrielle’s right hand came up to squeeze one obbsehands quickly. Her hand fell
back to her side as she saw a knight coming.

"Morning ladies."

The warrior smiled. "Good morning Sir Gawain."

Gabrielle took on the same smile. "Morning Gawain."

Xena’'s hands fell to her side. "l presume you hedalt the meeting.”

"l have." Gawain was a serious knight. "Headeddlmaw. Care to join me?"

The small warrior’'s smile went warm. "We would laee" She moved to stand
beside Gawain. She started walking beside the kaigth Xena at her left side.

As they walked down the hall there were people thgckh and out of the main hall
heading every which way in the castle.

They passed one hallway’s entrance and Sir Galedsae@ from that direction to come
to Xena's side. "Ah there you are Xena."

The warrior smiled. "Good morning Galahad."

"Good morning." He joined the group on heading dewvthe meeting room. "I
assume Gabrielle told you?"

"Yes of course." Xena smiled. "And by the way." ldges narrowed with a twinkle
and her voice came out in a whisper for only the noshear. "I heard you winked at
my... partner.”



Galahad quickly looked up with a shocked expressiondid.”

The warrior kept her eyes narrowed. "Watch wherewalk." A grin shaped on her
lips

The knight smiled. "Of course Xena." He grinnechfigi "May | escort you to the
meeting room in apology?" He held his right arm up.

"Definitely." The warrior took the man’s arm witlehown. "Shall we walk a little
faster?"

Galahad nodded. "Yes of course." He picked up &t pvith the taller woman and
they came to walk a little ways ahead of Gabriatid Sir Gawain.

Gawain stared at the pair ahead. "They must bengaome words."

Gabrielle chuckled. "Nah, making up." She grinnetha surprised look on Gawain’s
face.

"I did not know Xena and Galahad disliked one aanth

"Oh they don’t." The small warrior smiled to theidgnt. "They're just coming to an...
understanding with each otheAhd | wouldn’t mind knowing how Xena is
establishing thissabrielle kept her eyes pinned on her Soulmatadtadking to
Galahad, she could slightly read her partner’s lips

Sir Gawain nodded. "That is rather good, | believe.
"It is." Gabrielle smiled warmly.

"Well then. "Gawain turned his head to Gabrielld &eld up his left arm. "May |
escortyouto the meeting room?"

"Would love that." Gabrielle took the other knightirm.

"l can not leave a lady feeling left out." Gawaarzgd ahead to see the meeting
room’s marble doors far ahead. "It is not proper."

The bard smiled to herself, a proper man then.

Xena and Galahad came to the door first and Xeoleebaway from the other knight
to open the door. She held it open as Galahad wéinst. Next went through Sir
Gawain and Gabrielle came up to her partner.

"Nice talk?"

The warrior grinned. "Yes."

Gabrielle gave her own grin as she peered up av#éneor. "Understanding?"
"Definitely."

The smaller knight quietly laughed and walked ithi® meeting room with her friend
following behind.

Xena and Gabirielle silently walked down the stepgd to their seats and quietly sit.



There was one knight who had yet to arrive, Siridris.
The room was silent with everybody in their ownugbts.

Arthur peered at the door and did not see it opiém Sir Williams coming in. He
sighed at this and quickly rose up. "We will begithout Sir Williams."

As soon as the king said that, Sir Williams camestig into the meeting room with
heavy breathing. "l apologize for being so lateg'¢dame down the steps after closing
the doors. "l only heard about the meeting a fewneats ago." Shifting he went to
stand in front of his seat.

Arthur nodded and smiled a little to the knightahh glad you could make it." He
gazed around at all his knights.

The other ten knights rose up with their handsheir tswords’ hilts.

Arthur unsheathed his sword. "As always, everyldedyqual here." He carefully
placed his sword down on the table.

The room filled with the clings of the swords ragtion the marble table. Everybody
at once sat down in their white wood chairs.

Arthur took a deep breath. "We have a problem.'senned his knights. "Mordred’s
army has taken up arms and are beginning to cowerds us." He shifted in his seat
a little. "Our spies report that the army is hegdouth towards us at a slow pace and
will probably take two days to reach Camelot.”

"Then it looks as if Manson may have been a distador us."
A number of knights nodded in agreement with Sitdvia

The king nodded. "I wonder myself. Either way Mamserves little purpose.” He
paused. "Right now we all must decided on a plahaw to stop Mordred." Yet
another pause. "It needs to be something thatsamué us from war. England can not
handle yet another civil war."

Galahad sat up in his seat. "With all do respecteuk but | do believe there is no
peaceful way to stopping Mordred. Not Mordred. Wéare know what he is like, he
will never settle for peace. He only will settle ftaving Camelot in his hands and the
old ways brought back. Mab sides with him."

All the male knights around the table nodded ireagrent.

Arthur sat up in his seat. "And the Lady of the édias always sided with us. How
does this matter in the end?" He paused as soims ahgry disappeared. "God sides
with us and Mordred will not succeed."

"Then let’s show it." Sir Gawain looked around tlyazed back to Arthur. "We have
no other choice Arthur, we must fight Mordred."

Gabrielle peaked up to her Soulmate to see hangtdirectly at Arthur. Gabrielle
then knew Xena was not going to say one thingisrtieeting. So she debated with
herself whether remain silent as well. Could sher2¥as she ever? Somethings,



somethings just never change over the centuries.

"We can not sit around here like this Arthur." Ged shook his head. "l will not let
the people of Camelot be unprotected from theaillordred.”

"l agree with Sir Galahad." Everybody’s eyes fell@abrielle as she continued on. "If
| remember correctly from when | took the oath éacdime part of the Round Table, |
recall promising to protect Camelot with my lif&he paused as her next words were
in conviction. "The Knights of the Round Table wereated to protect Camelot and
goodness... the light. If we are to protect theseghiwe must attack Mordred which
threatens the very thing we stand for." And thakactly where the line was drawn.

"Yes Gabrielle is right." Galahad stood up. "To waprotect the light."
Five other knights stood as well. "To war to protée light."

Slowly three other knights stood and claimed tpeiclamation. "To arms to protect
the light."

The only people still sitting were Xena, Gabrieded Arthur.

Gabrielle pushed her seat back and gradually rpseith strength behind her. Her
eyes were flashing. "To war to protect and seredight as | always promised.”

All the knights’ eyes rested on Xena whom still Siatring at Arthur.

The warrior’'s large hands came up to grasp the etitiee marble table. Confidence
in her, she stood with hooded eyes locking witthArt The room was so still and
Xena's hard voice broke through it all with a craSfo war to destroy the darkness in
the name of the light." She kept her eyes pinneArtimur.

The king of Camelot took a deep breath and closedyes. "There is no way around
it." He ever so sadly stood with remorse in hissey¢e reached down to his sword,
Excalibur the sword was called. He lifted it antd & anger rip through him over
Mordred. Raising the sword in front of his bodydpeke aloud in a boom. "To war to
wipe out the darkness in protection of the light."
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"Then this meeting is over."
All the knights stood up from their seats and shedtheir swords at the same time.

Arthur saw the knights starting to leave. "Xena @abrielle, | wish to speak to you
both."

Xena and Gabrielle turned around as they stooti@steps.
"As you wish my Lord." Gabrielle then stepped dawramble over to the table.

The warrior sighed and moved to her seat agairsandith Gabrielle beside her
again.

Arthur gazed up to see the marble doors silently behind and it was just these
three people now.



Arthur’'s eyes moved to the pair now. "I noticed yamih were rather silent in the
plans for the attack. Why?"

The warrior grinned. "We were not asked to handoomtopinion.”

The king grinned and propped his left arm on thartharm. "That has never stopped
either of you before."”

Gabrielle quickly jumped in. "l believe the truthtbe matter is Arthur is we feel a
little angry."

"Oh." The king nodded and smiled warmly. "Mind eadping to me what it is?" He
shifted in his seat. "l do not like it if my knighbegin to not agree with me. It causes
distrust and lack of loyalty. We're all family hefre

The bard smiled. "Very true." She then gazed uyaona with a small plea to speak.
The taller woman looked down at her partner andeshwarmly.

Gabrielle knew that everything was fine now so stnded back.

The warrior gazed over to Arthur. "I have littlsiges when | am not listened to."

The king quietly laughed. "I've come to notice thi&rthur sighed sadly. "And |
apologize for not listening to you Xena and GakeidBut you both know | do not
care for war after all these years." He pausedrfmdis right words. "l do believe it is
a waste but yet I've come to realize that somegimmay be the only way to solve
things." His eyes shifted to Gabrielle. "And yopesch today helped me realize
this... remember this."

The small female nodded. "l am glad." She sighktl@ unhappily. "l am sorry it's
come to this Arthur."

"Little can be done." Arthur relaxed back in hiatséBut | would like for us to speak
about the plan of attack against Mordred." He grtchnow. "I do believe Xena you
would have a rather intriguing idea of attack agaMordred."

Xena devilishly grinned. "Of course my Lord."
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The knight slowly walked over to her open windowhagr room. She rested her arms
on the windowsill while moving her legs back torlesgainst the sill. Her eyes stayed
pinned to the large open fields of Whales.

Gabrielle quietly walked up behind her Soulmate gligped her arms around the
warrior's waist. "What you thinking about?"

Xena took a long breath. "The battle.”

The smaller woman’s warm hands slipped up Xenats hrest on warm skin.
"Already? That's a few days ahead.”

The older woman grinned. "True but we will beingrdpthat surprise attack."



"That's true too." Gabrielle silently laughed ag $&lt Xena straight up in her arms.
So she pulled the warrior in closer and restechbad against Xena’s upper back.
"We'll stop Mordred."

"I know." Xena’s large hands covered Gabrielle’shat waist.
"Xena?"

"Mmm?"

"Do you suspect a leak in the system?"

The older woman thought for a moment while she eadbBabrielle’s hands. "l am
beginning to wonder."

"l am too." Gabrielle took a deep breath. "It jasems like Mordred always knows
what’s happening."”

"Well we’ll have to keep our eyes on everybody."

"And ears open." The bard chuckled. "We need tohcap with Galahad and
Williams about the plans for the surprise attack."

"Definitely." The warrior took a long breath. SHewly closed her eyes and let
herself become lost in Gabrielle’s arms. Xena atlayed her Soulmate’s protection.

The smaller warrior shut her eyes as well whiléimgsher right cheek against Xena’s
back. She began to think about Arthur and Mordred.

This seem to be the same for Xena, she too thirkogit Arthur and Mordred. And
as she thought an idea occurred. "Gabrielle?"

"Yeah?"
"Arthur... he’s going to die."
The younger woman'’s eyes instantly opened. "W-what?

"He’s going to die." Xena turned around in her parts arms to face Gabrielle.
"Think about it Gabrielle. Mordred is evil and Auathis good."

Gabrielle turned her head to look at Xena on areai@he considered it. "You mean
like... cancel each other out?"

"Yes." The warrior sighed and shook her head.dlirgls weird but | can’t help
wonder if they're suppose to kill each other.”

Gabrielle began to shake her head. "Xena no we Errthur die. We can't.
Camelot... England needs him."

The taller woman sighed and brought her handsit&belmate’s shoulders. "l agree
too Gabrielle. But... the reality of it is they'reuose to destroy each other. Arthur
and Camelot have served their duty to the light.gdod."

"Do you believe there is an end to all good thifgs?



Gabrielle’s eyes fell to the floor. "Yes." Her e¥ited. "But one good thing will

create another, and that one another, that one lagroand so on. One good thing
may die out but others will spur from the first @andch so many lives." She locked
eyes with Arthur. "And sometimes one good thing enc for something more
magnificent to begin and reshape the world andpheple. Everything has a purpose.
Why do you ask?"

The king sadly smiled to the bard. "I have a fegtimat it's Camelot’'s end."

The young woman sadly smile. "No it would be Catisajpeatest feet. To end and
only begin as a form of hope to mankin@&brielle shut her eyes at the memory. She
rested her eyes against her Soulmate’s chest ayjgetuner tightly.

Xena pulled her Soulmate in and kept her safe ttereality of things.

Slowly the young woman opened her sadden eyes.digamhave to make sure they
kill each other.”

"They will Gabrielle." The warrior held her partreafely. "We can not be there."
"Why?" Gabrielle gazed up to her partner. "We..."

The warrior peered down. "We can not be there @Hérl She paused. "We can not
be remembered."

The warrior bard took a deep breath. "And we wallitwe are at the battle of light
and dark." She shook her head. "Gods | hate thts'pa

"The both of us." Xena sighed and looked away therk to Gabrielle. "If we fight in
that battle we’ll be remembered in history, we té#et that happen.”

"I know." Gabrielle nodded with a long breath. "$hvill not be easy Xena."

"No, I don't like walking away either." She paus&dut we’ll do the surprise attack
at least.”

"Good." The smaller knight rested her head on X®ohest again. "Xena?"
"Mmm?"
"I love you."

Xena smiled so warmly and pressed her lips ag@abtielle’s forehead for a
moment. She rested her head down on Gabriellelev& you Gabrielle."

Now that warm smile appeared on Gabrielle’s lifgeyond forever." She shut her
eyes. "So what we doing now?"

"Holding each other is all.”

The smaller woman chuckled. "Xena, we do have abeuraf soldiers to get in order
for the surprise attack as well as brief Willianmsl &alahad about the plans for the
surprise attack."”

The warrior grinned while closing her eyes. "Lat&he smiled with love. "Just you



and | right now."

"Us right now." Gabrielle sighed contently and ¢mhin her Soulmate’s love for an
extent of time.

Xena disappeared into Gabrielle’s love.

The Soulmates met together in love.
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Xena gradually sat beside her Soulmate at the wawaad table. She stared across to
the other two knights, Galahad and Williams. "Weéha... secret attack happening
in about two days."

Galahad did a double take. "What? Since when?"lalecgd between Xena and
Gabrielle. "This wasn't talked about in the meetiogm."

Gabrielle grinned. "That’s why it's a secret attdck
Sir Galahad quietly laughed. "How correct. My agods."
Williams sat back in his seat with a calm exprassi&o... what's the plans?"

The warrior’'s eyes shifted over to Williams, he vaaset mind knight. "Gabrielle,
myself, and you two along with a hundred knightB wice ahead to surprise attack
Mordred’s army."

"That's crazy." Galahad shook his head. "What thik possible achieve? Xena those
hundred knights will not stand a chance againstdvéal’'s army."

"Galahad, the plan is to scare Mordred not gethoem killed." Gabrielle took a deep
breath and continued. "We’ll only do a hit and aitack. Just to scare Mordred and
lower the force’s number. Nothing more."

Xena nodded in agreement. "While we are doingAhtsur and the rest of the
knights will be trekking north to meet Mordred’srar halfway." She paused and
smiled evilly. "After our attack we will race baskuth to meet up with the main
force." Her eyes fell to the table. "But there nb@ysome minor details." Her eyes
lifted to the two male knights. "Arthur wants thattte far from Camelot to protect
her. So if the main army is moving slowly our forsgyoing to have to try and slow
Mordred down."

Sir Williams spoke up now. "That'’s risky. We coldsge a lot of men like that.”

The Warrior Princess evilly grinned. "We will if va® things the stupid way. Leave
all of that to me."

Galahad grinned devilishly. "So | take it you'remgpto be mainly in command?"
Xena quietly laughed. "All four of us technically."

Gabrielle gave an amused look to Galahad and Siravids. "So yes, Xena is in
charge."



Sir Galahad, Williams, and Gabrielle all laughed.

The warrior on the other hand sat back with hergtaak. "l am glad you all realize
this." A narrowing of the eyes and grin. "l don’amt to have to put either three of you
in your places."

Gabrielle’s head fell back with a laugh. "Xena.'eSifted her head and quietly
laughed. "The difference between a warrior andightri She’d whispered it up to
the warrior.

Xena's eyes twinkled down to the smaller woman.ddefinitely.” She winked after
the low reply. She turned her head back to therawine yet baffled knights.

Not Galahad nor Sir Williams understood the corzos between the two female
knights.

Gabrielle grinned but wiped it away when she gldneack to the men. "Okay, Arthur
ordered a hundred soldiers to be ready. We're jphgrio leave tomorrow late
morning and get far north as we can." A pause f@abrielle.

Galahad sat back with a questioning face. "Mayngpect the troops today?"
Xena nodded. "Gabrielle and | are planing to do, y@u may join us."”

"Love to." Galahad smiled and ran his right harmalgh his dirty-blond curly hair.
He then turned his attention to Williams. "Cargdion us?"

"Um." Williams turned his head to Galahad. "I ameaf | can not. | have other...
affairs to attend to. However | will trust your ¢&'s judgement in the force." His eyes
shifted towards Xena and Gabrielle. "The threeof gave better judgement on men
then what | do."

Everybody in the group nodded.

Williams smiled and shifted his eyes to Xena. "D®kmow yet what the exact plans
of attack are against Mordred?"

The warrior didn’t reply at once, she felt a wahgo off inside of herself so her eyes
picked up a touch of coldness. "No." She lacedhiaeds together in her lap. "l have
yet to consider them but I'll be working somethmg tonight.” She smiled with
fakeness. "Do you have any suggestions?"

Sir Williams shook his head. "Not at all. | am paofighting tactics.”

Xena nodded. "Very well then." She quickly stood 'lip there anything else?"
"Nope." Galahad stood. "But | would like to cheblke tmen out."

Gabrielle stood as well. "Lets do that now."

Sir Williams stood. "Enjoy. | need to head off." Bimiled. "Thank you Xena and
Gabrielle for the briefing."

"Of course." Xena smiled and watched Williams nad guickly walk away. Her eyes
stayed pinned on the knight for seconds but tor@yaw rest on Galahad. "The troops



you ask?"
Galahad grinned. "Yes."
The warrior stepped around her seat and waiteddoppartner to join her side.

Gabrielle came up to her Soulmate’s side and pemredat Galahad. Her eyebrows
furrowed as she noticed something about Galahatiath@ot before.

Galahad, yes well he had the rich curly-blond Haat was long and reached almost to
his shoulders. He was a bit small for a man helveagever taller then Gabrielle. But
what she couldn’t help notice was Galahad’s beaudihber eyes. How those amber
eyes so reminded her of Ephiny. She finally stopgiadng knowing she’d be caught
soon for her staring.

Xena smiled to the male knight. "I know the menéhbeen selected.”
"Great." Galahad crossed his arms against his.chidstn we may check them out."”

"Of course." The warrior began walking as Galahiald Allthough she walked behind
Galahad and had Gabrielle beside her.

The bard took a deep breath and walked close t&&@imate and whispered, "Does
Galahad remind you of somebody Xena?"

The warrior stared at the back of Galahad and densd the question. Did that
knight's body and attitude remind her of somebo8i@vly she straightened her back
out. "Ephiny."

"That’s what | thought too." Gabrielle glanced aveayl to Galahad. "He seems so
much like her. It's almost creepy.”

Xena chuckled lowly. "Maybe you should ask."
"Smartass warrior."

The taller woman quietly laughed. "Welll lets seleavwe can find out.” She grinned
and loudly called up to Galahad. "Galahad?"

The knight slowed his pace of walk to come to Xersile. "Yes?"
"Gabrielle and | were wondering, do you come froreége?"

Sir Galahad quietly laughed. "Not at all | am pHreglish.” He took a deep breath.
"However my Grandmother came from Greece."

"Really?" Gabrielle smiled to the knight. "Do yondw where from in Greece?"

The man closed his eyes for a second thinking. Tbelieve in the eastern portion.”
His eyes opened again. "Why do you ask?"

The bard sighed faintly. "You remind me of an aiérid from Greece."
"Ah." Galahad nodded faintly. "My apologies if libg about sad memories."

Xena shook her head and smiled. "None are sadfri@nod was a great one."”



The knight nodded his head. "That is good." He taaleep breath. "There was a
legend in my family though that one of my greatgimothers was an Amazon." He
quietly laughed. "But then again the Amazons wedegand as well." He smiled to
both Xena and Gabrielle. "l sort of always wishiegas true. Would be neat to have
an honor of an Amazon in my blood line."

Gabrielle took a deep breath. "Don’t always thiegdnds are false Galahad. You'd be
surprised.”

Galahad raised an eyebrow at the bard. "Shouldudyaed?”
"Very." Xena devilishly grinned.

Both Galahad and Gabrielle quietly laughed whilaitug to the left out into a field
area outside. There they would go through stalridseater into a large open area in
the castle to see the troops milling about. And'shahere Galahad, Xena, and
Gabrielle looked over the men and counted themgatath the weapons and calvary.
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Galahad was walking beside Gabrielle and Xena waglb Gabrielle. "I do have to
admit." He smiled up to the two women. "I feel likee met you both."

Both Xena and Gabrielle gazed at each other witbdnm grins.
Gabrielle glanced back to Galahad. "Maybe in amdreah?" She grinned.

Galahad quietly laughed. "Could be, they say thaplens." He took a deep breath as
they came through the stables after looking overfdince. "Well the men seem well
prepared.”

"Definitely." Xena crossed her arms over her ch#stm satisfied.”
"Then that means it's a good force Sir Galahad."

The knight laughed at Gabrielle and smiled. "I é&&di you're right if the Warrior
Princess is satisfied." He quickly furrowed hislaysvs.

Xena and Gabirielle did double takes at the man.

Galahad stopped walking and shook his head. "WaPrimcess? Where did that
come from?" He brought his right hand forward to tarough his curly hair. "Sorry
about that." He gazed up to Xena. "l am not surere/that came from." He chuckled.
"Although it seems a bit fitting for you."

The warrior smiled warmly. "I've been called mahynggs and that is one of them."
The man gave a confused look. "Really? Wonder why?"

Gabrielle shrugged her shoulders and started walkith everybody. "I think I've
come to notice it's Xena's attitude with life angtting.” A smirk covered her lips.
"Xena fights like an old warrior and acts like anpess at times."

"Hey!" Xena narrowed her eyes at her partner.



Galahad started chuckling. "It seems you two bethaépng quite well." He noticed
the huge grin Gabrielle was giving her partner.riMeell."

Xena broke her eye contact and turned her eyealah@d. "l thought we came to an
understanding."

"Yes of course." The man nodded but peered ov&atarielle. "I do not have one
with her however."

The warrior grinned to her the other knight. "Lgdis it this way Sir Galahad, you
have an understanding with me then you have orte@atrielle.” Xena crossed a
line.

Galahad nodded and placed his hands behind hisdgaik. He steered his way into
the main hall again with the two women. "l will rember that for now on." He
sighed with a warm smile. "May | speak freely taymoth?"

Gabrielle felt a spot of nervousness fill her, Slaé smiled back to Galahad. "Yes."

The knight took a deep breath and he spoke inet gaice for only them to hear. "Of
course as you both know, | know who you are... tdhedher." He smiled at the two
women. "l was brought up as a rather strict Cathariid taught about that sort of
thing." He paused as the smile disappeared. "Imawvaéerstood why it was forbidden
or thought those sort of people would be damn.Skteigged his shoulders. "Love is
love no matter what form it comes in." A deep bneaith thinking. "Besides, | can
see you both belong together. You two glow withel6\He smiled warmly to both the
women. "l say don't let these times discourageeeiti you."

The warrior bard smiled warmly to the man. "Thaok Ysalahad." She took a deep
breath. "As you can guess, Xena and I... have neléanybody."

Galahad laughed quietly. "No need to tell it's bisiif you're study long enough." He
grinned. "l don’t think anybody in Camelot howewveants to study otherwise they
would see it then would have to confront it. Theyer want to confront their two
best knights."

Xena’s lips took on a grin. "That’'s what we figureder grin changed into a warm
smile. "Thank you Galahad for understanding."

The knight nodded his head and saw the stairsrigadithe bedchambers come.
Turning to right the group climbed them slowly. tDjou both leave Greece...
because of problems there with your love?"

Gabrielle shook her head. "Not at all." She sigeldappily. "Just old memories kept
haunting us."

Galahad nodded sadly. "Ashame." He gazed up tthegerchlight to the chamber
hall flowing down the stairwell. "I do believe dianwill be rather soon."”

Xena nodded. "I am rather hungry."
The smaller female growled with a grin. "I haveséten since yesterday."

"Mmm." The warrior decided on a jest for a respori¥eu’d think you'd be in a bad



mood then."

"Funny." Gabrielle came to the hall of the bedcharab"l've learn to cope."
Xena grinned.

Galahad gazed over to the smallest knight. "Yourdig food huh?"

"Very." The bard gave a grin. "l use to get in Ipaglods if | didn't eat.”

The man grimaced. "I'd hate to see that."

The Warrior Princess let herself laugh at that.

Gabrielle sighed and elbowed her Soulmate lightly.

Xena smiled lovingly to her partner and looked mipimne to see the door to her room.
She stopped there and gave her attention to Gakded. "Thanks again Galahad."

The knight smiled warmly. "Of course. | am glad ymath trust me." He took a deep
breath.

"You've earned it Galahad." Gabrielle smiled arebpied forward to pull the man in
for a hug.

Sir Galahad was taken aback by this but simply bddzack hard.

The bard pulled back with her warm smile. Thatmiefly had felt like an Ephiny
hug, she’d miss that. "We’'ll see you at dinner Gath"

The knight smiled with a nod. "Of course." He tudraound and continued his stroll
down the hall to his room.

Xena studied the man for a moment and huffed. $keeed the door and went inside,
she closed it once Gabrielle came in. "That wasr@sting."

"Very." The younger woman leaned against the wamat.d'God, | keep thinking he’s
Ephiny."

"I am beginning to think so myself." Xena walkedeow her closet and pulled out
clean attire.

"You really thing so Xena?"

The warrior sat down on the foot of the bed andegnter boots while bending
forward. "It's possible. We both went through tkatma experience in India."

"Yeah." Gabrielle crossed her arms over her chasdthar right leg over her left at the
ankles. "l bet it is Ephiny’s karma. Wild enougleahuh?"

Xena grinned up to her partner with her eyes upv6uld make sense.”

"True." The small female sighed. "Or maybe | ant jugng to convince myself." She
shook her head.

"Nope." Xena stood up and pulled her shirt off aatlher clean one on. "That is



Ephiny’s soul inside of Galahad." The sword wasfioét then the pants.
Gabrielle nodded a few times. "I'll just go with'iShe grinned.

The warrior chuckled and put the clean pants onbegan to put her boots on again.
"We need to be a little careful with him though."

"Yeah." Gabrielle gazed over to her best friende"¥én tell him we’re immortal.
That'll just freak him out."

Xena quietly laughed. "Or the fact he might holsl ¢pieat grandmother’s soul in
him." She stood up with her sword and sheath agdréo put it on again. After she
did she came up to her friend.

"Won't go over well." Gabrielle’s hands came to Y&nwaist, she peered up at her
Soulmate.

The Warrior Princess smiled down at her warrioroviHyou feel?"

"Besides desiring food, great." The small womanenat her partner. "How about
you?"

"About the same." The tall woman'’s lips formed iatgrin now. "Although | could
go for..." She leaned down and kissed her Soulmagplge'You."

"Mmm, agreed." Gabrielle grabbed her Soulmate bybiglt and pulled her in closer.
"Come here." A low growl.

Xena grinned and leaned down to kiss her passign&tee lifted her head again and
placed her right hand on the door above Gabriefiead while her other hand went to
Gabrielle’s waist. Leaning back down she took Galleriaway with her.

Galahad reached forward to open his door and wheahdthere was Gabrielle.
The small knight leaned against the doorway witluge grin. "Coming to dinner?"
The man laughed and smiled. "In a moment. | neggtany sword. Come in."

Gabrielle smiled and came inside the room. Sheddd& her right to see a balcony.
"Ah you have a balcony too."

Galahad chuckled. "And a passageway."

The bard quickly looked over to the man. "Now howtdl manage that?" Her hands
came to her hips.

The knight smiled at his friend and tied his bettuend his waist. "Just lucky." He
walked over to Gabrielle and gazed over at thedmglc'l think it's ‘cause I've been
with Arthur for so long."

The young woman nodded. "How long have you beeh #ithur?"

Galahad sighed and thought. "Forever it seemstbblea long breath. "l was a squire
first to one of the older Knights of the Round TabHe smiled a little. "He was like



a father after a time and one night he died irsl@sp." Galahad had lost his smile.
"He’'d ask me before he died to take his place enkhight Hood of Camelot and |
promised | would. | was around seventeen then.akaal crossed his arms against his
chest. "After his death his will was read namingtmais position and | took it."

Gabrielle sadly smiled. "l am sorry."

Galahad shook his head. "Don't be, he was a greghkand he’s honored." He took
a deep breath with a warm smile. "Sso how long lyaveand Xena been together?"

The bard shifted to her weight to her other foatlight nervousness. "Awhile."

Galahad furrowed his eyebrows. "You don’t... havéatk about if you... don’t want
to." A shrug of the shoulders. "Understandable.pldased with a bit of a smile.
"Thought maybe you would like to since you probdidyen’t spoke to anybody in
ages | bet."

The woman smiled and looked away. "You're right lteen a long time since |
spoke about Xena and I."

"Well..." Galahad shrugged his shoulders. "I am atkdf you feel like ever talking
about it. | am interested... for some reason or adthie grinned a little and reached
up to brush back some of his curly hair behinddais "I still think I've met you

both."

"Maybe." Gabrielle sighed a little unhappily. "Bué better go before Xena busts in
here."

"And that she would do." Sir Galahad walked todber and opened it, once he did
he found a dark warrior standing there. He shegpsshiled up to Xena. "We were
just... talking about you."

"Really?" Xena placed her hands on her hips anddjback at Gabrielle. She arched
an eyebrow at her Soulmate.

The small warrior grinned. "Yup." She stepped gaakhad and put her hand on the
warrior’s right arm. "Dinner?"

Xena lowered her hands from her hips but her tgimd took Gabrielle’s hand.
"Yeah." She squeezed the smaller hand and reléaledelle’s hand. "Let’s go."

"Right beside you." The smaller knight started wadkbeside her partner.

Galahad walked beside Xena's other side after tle'sked his door. "Well | hope this
is a good dinner since I'll be our last here favtale."

Gabrielle lost her smile and she looked down tostbee floor. "Yeah definitely." She
had a bad feeling this would be the last time Catteld all it's Knights of the
Round Table ever again. One thing was for sureri@&bmay let Arthur die but she
would not let Galahad die. No, she’d formed a demmpd with Ephiny so long ago and
here was Ephiny again as a knight in a man’s b8tg. would not let Ephiny leave
this body quickly without living a happy life. Eptyi was too much of a priceless
friend of hers, a sister.



Xena sensed what her partner’s thoughts were aogglher right hand up on
Gabrielle’s shoulder and squeezed tightly.

The younger woman peered up with a warm smile.

The warrior smiled back and winked in understandihgy hand fell back down and
she turned her attention to Galahad. "Are you réadshe battle soon?"

Sir Galahad smiled up to Xena. "Always ready fdrac" He grinned. "Nothing like
a good war for entertainment.”

Xena quietly laughed as they begun going down thiess "l agree but only if we
win."

"Naturally." Galahad nodded and placed his righchan his sword’s hilt.

The three friends all made their way to the dinrhadi. And there they ate heartily
knowing tomorrow night's meal on the road will iaste quite as good. Wars and
food never mixed together.

~Fk ko

Xena silently closed the door behind to Gabrieltesm. She watched her partner
move to sit on her own bed. Looking a little ahdhd,warrior saw the full moon’s
light streaming into the room. Moving about the VitarPrincess easily lit a number
of candles in the room to see. When she glancedtov@abrielle, she saw the
younger woman sitting on the bed thinking. Slowlg tvarrior came over and sat on
the side of the bed near her partner. "We neealkd't

The smaller warrior took a deep breath and lifteddyes to Xena. "Yeah." She
reached out to take Xena'’s closes hand. "How argoirgy to work this?"

The older woman gazed down at the laced handstendradually looked up to
Gabrielle. "We'll have to leave after the surprégeack."

"What about the army Xena?" Gabrielle shook hedhdawe disappear from there it
won't look good."

"True." The warrior thought for an instant and ddesed a plan. "The thing to do
would be to leave right when the main force attddksdred’s army."

The bard nodded. "What about Galahad? | don’t watgave him in that battle to get
hurt or even killed."

Xena nodded a few moments but her face was sddn™t think we can do anything
Gabrielle."

"Xena." The small woman shook her head. "I wort'aleything happen to him." Her
eyes narrowed faintly. "That is Ephiny’s soul iml

"I know." Xena tore her eyes away. "But we canstop Galahad from fighting when
he wants to." Her eyes came back to Gabrielle. Batd know how Ephiny is, she
would not back out of anything she committed hétsel. Galahad is the same way,
he won’t back away from the battle."



The warrior bard released Xena’s hand a hoppethefbed walking over to the other
side of the room. She whirled around. "No Xena.iEplkeserves a happy life as a
knight."

The tall woman sighed. "l agree Gabrielle." Shedtand slowly made her way over
to Gabrielle. "But Ephiny’s soul has a destiny Gelle."

Gabrielle shook her head and wrapped her armshmrestomach. "So we're here to
help her with that destiny."

"No we are not Gabrielle and you know that." Thenea grasped her partner’s
shoulder. "We’'re not suppose to be here Gabrie#enever were. We're not suppose
to be immortal and not suppose to be toying wittsg@eal lives, only history.
Whatever is suppose to happen to Ephiny’s karmatisuppose to because of what
we do."

The younger woman looked up with burning eyes. tiigyvith history, history is
everybody of time and we are toying with every srgersonal lives. Why can’t we
help Galahad survive in this battle?"

"Because Galahad will die none the less. Eithéhigbattle or later on."
"How you figure Xena?"

The warrior kept her eyes pinned as she spokelguiBecause it is Galahad’s
destiny, it is the path Ephiny’s karma follows."eéStaused and squeezed Gabrielle’s
shoulders. "If we toy with a karma’s path then w# possible destroy it Gabrielle. Is
that what you really want to do to Ephiny’s soudtjso she may be happy in one
lifetime?"

The bard shut her eyes as she remembered the eé&yugiht against Alti. That was
so long ago yet it was so fresh in her mind. How Iglarned so much about her soul
and Xena’'s own soul. They were destined to be bagetnd Alti had threatened that.
If Alti had won their own karmas would have foreween destroyed. Slowly
Gabrielle’s head bobbed up and down. "Alright.” ldges open and were rich with
sadness. "We won't do anything to help Galahad."

Xena sighed sadly and pulled her Soulmate in fygisthe hated the idea much as
Gabrielle did. The warrior herself had come to fiud how much she cared for that
Amazon regent so long ago. Xena had realized thrtiug days Ephiny aged that she
held a sister relationship with the Amazon. Yetwserior never took the chance to
tell Ephiny how much she cared or loved her becahsdhought she had all the time
in the world. She did have all the time in the widsut Ephiny never did.

So that left Xena standing in front of Ephiny’s éusal pyre so long ago. Gabrielle
wrapped in her arms and tears streaking down resrksh The warrior finally telling
Ephiny how much she meant to her in her thoughiggd back, if only to go back and
tell.

Gabrielle opened her eyes and lifted her heads®ker Soulmate lightly. "She knows
Xena."

"I know." The warrior sighed sadly and gave a sades "I was rather stupid.”



The bard shook her head. "I never told her either."
"But she knew that you considered her a sister."

Gabrielle sighed unhappily. "I had to wonder duringse days." She smiled rather
sadly. "But she knows none the less."”

Xena nodded. "She does." She leaned down to kiss&Ha on the forehead. Bring
up her right hand she brush back her partner’'s staar. "How you feel?"

The small woman grinned a little. "A bit mentalised.”

The Warrior Princess chuckled. "Agreed."” She lookeer to her right at the chairs.
"Let’s go sit outside."

Gabrielle took a glimpse back to the chairs. "Seugabd to me." She walked over to
the chairs to grab one.

Xena was about to follow her partner’s idea bubhadk came. She turned her head
towards the door then back to Gabrielle.

The smaller warrior lowered the chair’s legs to stene floor. "Who is it?"
"Galahad."

The warrior walked over to the door and openeddt there stood Galahad with a
smile. "Come in. Gabrielle and | were going to jsistoutside."

"Ahh." Galahad walked in with his smile. "May | j&"

"Definitely." Gabrielle smiled across the room.

Galahad flashed a smile and walked up to Gabrseile, he lifted a chair.
Xena shut the door and come up to grab a chair.

The three friends strolled out onto the balcony satcaround each other. They all had
a view of Camelot at night and a view of each ather

"Xena?"

"Mmm?"

The warrior bard grinned. "Galahad has a balconypassageway."
Xena quickly turned her head to the man. "Really?"

Sir Galahad laughed quietly. "Yes."

The warrior narrowed her eyes. "l am jealous."”

Gabrielle started to chuckle and rested her arrheiap. "We could trade rooms
Xena."

The tall woman glanced over to her partner. "Noé grinned. "I'll just come over
here more often."



Galahad blushed at hearing the comment. He cougin@drossed his legs at the
ankle. "Right on ladies."

Both Xena and Gabrielle fell apart laughing togethe

The knight ran his right hand through his curlyrh&ure is a lovely night huh?"
Both Soulmates calmed down to chuckles and toog esaths.

Gabrielle glanced over to the man. "Very lovelyraung."

Sir Galahad grinned and took a deep breath. "Walhce you two are so inclined to
talk about each other and rooms. How did you batetrif you don’t mind my
asking?"

The bard gazed over at her partner and saw Xehéajafly nod. Gabrielle shifted her
eyes to the knight again. "In a grove outside niipge."

Galahad furrowed his eyebrows. "That’s a bit of aodd spot to meet somebody."

Xena grinned. "Very odd." She rested back in hat.s&abrielle’s village at the time
were trying to be enslaved, at least the women."

"Really?" Galahad nodded. "I didn’t think that softthing still happened these days."

Gabrielle quickly jumped in. "Well not really. Its rare thing to happen but it does
every now and again in Greece."

Galahad considered that. "Well you two would kneettdr then | would. | am hardly
worldly." He gazed over at Xena. "So | assume yevewthe one saving Gabrielle."

"All the time."

"Hey!" Gabrielle straightened up in her seat. "Rerher who was the one that saved
you from getting pelted by rocks warrior?"

The warrior devilshly grinned. "I can’t quite relcal was so long ago Gabrielle.”

"Pfft. Right Xena." Gabrielle sat back in her se#&h a smug look. "Or the time |
brought you back with Autolycus. Or the time yoadded out from that dart Callisto
shot at you. Or when | hit you with the stick whgmu almost took over that village.
Or-"

The warrior cut her off. "Or the time | saved yoorh the slavers. The time we fell
down the well or perhaps the time you almost gii¢dkiin your dreamscape. Or rather
the time you became a blood sucker. And | remertizrtime you, Joxer, and
Autolycus all tried to stop Jett and the plan wasrdrking. Then there was always-"

"Okay okay okay..." Gabrielle huffed and sat backén seat with a small glare.
"You've made your point."

Galahad was sitting back in his seat with an amis@d He’d never seen anything
like it. "I'd say you both have been through qutkot.”

Xena sat back in her seat with a smug look. "Oliyea



The smaller warrior gazed over at Galahad. "To nmthmgs." She grinned a little.
"We could tell you stories Galahad you’d never dedi."

The knight laughed and he smiled. "I'd be quiteiasted.” He sighed. "But | imagine
| don’t have quite that much time."

The taller woman smiled over to the man. "Tell uitie about your past Galahad."

The man sadly smiled over to Xena. "l am afraiddtgenot much to tell." He
shrugged his shoulders.

"You mean being a squire at a young age didn’tgorirmdventures?" Gabrielle
grinned over to Galahad.

Sir Galahad quietly laughed. "It did bring advepsit He took a deep breath. "Well...
like | told you both I've lived in England all mifé." He paused and stared down to
his hands. "My parents were both killed in the saleivil wars in England.” His eyes
lifted back up to the two women. "l left home arehted up north towards Whales
where | heard about Arthur." He shrugged his shersld'Arthur was young then
himself and | was filled with rage." A long breath Galahad recalled his past. "I
came to Whales in hopes to escape my past of cgawseever can do such a thing.
And | also heard about Arthur and his battles agjaime old ways with Mab. | wanted
to join but | couldn’t because | was rather yousg.l ended up becoming a squire to
Sir Henry when | was around... fourteen or so." Gatastared down at his feet.
"That was right around the time Camelot first begad peace was beginning again."
He lifted his head with a sad smile. "It's amazmigat can happen over time."

"It is." Gabrielle’s head bobbed up and down ineggnent. "Any siblings?"
Galahad shook his head. "None. Only child."

The bard nodded. "I know all of that feeling."

The knight quickly gave a confused look. "You'reany child?"

Gabrielle dropped her eye contact. "No... my famibsvkilled a long time ago."
"I'm sorry. What happened?"

The small knight gazed over to Galahad. "My towagtd on fire some how and
everybody was killed. | had a sister and then myheroand father.”

Galahad moved his head in understanding. "It'sstasy."” He sadly smiled. "But
always find people to help you feel that lost lagain."

Gabrielle nodded. "Luckily | have."

The man smiled and looked over the warrior. "Youehany sad tales to tell?" A sad
grin.

Xena quietly laughed. "l am afraid | can join thiy party." She chuckled with
everybody else.

The man crossed his arms in his lap. "What happgour past?"



"A lot." The Warrior Princess crossed her legs.t'Bbegan when | was rather young.
Somebody attack my village and at the time | watided to stop the attack. Ssso |
took up arms with my village and stopped the attaSke shrugged her shoulders.
"For the following twelve years or so | fell intda of darkness."

"Really?" Galahad shook his head. "You don't strke to be the one to... well be
dark."

"Mmm." Xena grinned faintly. "And you never strikee to be the one to have lost
family."

The knight chuckled quietly. "Very true." He smile@drmly. "But it's obvious you
got off that path."

"l did." Xena smiled warmly and her eyes shiftedSabrielle.

Galahad then knew the exact depth of things betwhesse women. "Very
interesting." He gazed over at Gabrielle who hadelyes locked with Xena. Her eyes
were sparkling deeply. The knight grinned a littM/ell | do hope | find my other half
like you both have." He sighed and stood up. "Abést be leaving to leave you both
alone."

The bard suddenly flushed at the words. "Hell." #fted her head to Galahad. "You
don’t have to leave."

The man smiled. "Actually, | really should. Tomosrave leave early and we’ll all
need the rest." He took a deep breath. "And | beligs best to let you both have the
night together."

The bard reached out to take the knight's handatikk Galahad."

"You're welcome." Sir Galahad squeezed his frierdiad for a second and released
the small hand. Gazing over to Xena he smiled. 'daaght Xena."

The warrior smiled very warmly. "Goodnight Galah&teep well tonight."

"I will." He lifted his chair. Ambling over to thbalcony’s doorway he peered back.
"And | am sure | do not have to tell you both teda goodnight.” He turned around
with his own grin. "Goodnight to you ladies."

Gabrielle chuckled. "Goodnight Galahad.

"Goodbye Galahad." Xena listen to hear the chaileséown inside Gabrielle’s room.
Next she heard the front door open and close.

The younger woman stood up from her chair and agprte her Soulmate. "He's a
smart knight."

Gabrielle sat in Xena’s lap. "Ephiny was a smarta&on."

Xena grinned. "Very true." She brought her rightdhédehind her partner’s head and
pulled her head down. "And you're a beautiful woman

The bard’s lips swept into a grin as her eyes aesttade deeper. "Mmm but you're a



lot sexier then me." She finished the small distailoctake Xena's lips.

The warrior moaned in the kiss and felt her frisngiands slip up her shirt. When they
pulled back from the kiss, Xena brushed her lipsfadly against Gabrielle’s neck.
"Don’t be so sure about that." A response to earlie

Gabrielle shut her eyes and let her head fall batdna."” A whisper of plea.

The warrior grinned and wrapped her arms tightbuad her partner. She stood while
lifting her Soulmate.

The darkness around hid them.
Xena carried her partner into the bedchamber attiédé&er onto the bed.

The small warrior quickly reached up to grab Xegdér sword’s belt and pulled her
down. Gabrielle took her Soulmate’s lips into agknous kiss.

The tall woman held herself over Gabrielle with aems and crawled over the small
woman'’s body. "You before me Gabrielle." Her lipsfted to the bard’s neck and
chest.

Gabrielle grinned and moved her hands to go upvtreior’s shirt and directly to her
warm breasts. "Don’t be to sure about that.”

Xena closed her eyes and lost the battle.

Just the Soulmates of Time. It would always justi@eSoulmates of Time in history.
This pair of immortals believed to hold the powgaiast time and it's destiny it
would bring against mankind. Do they really holdlspower? Have they ever? As
we say, time would tell. Time would tell, time wdubnly tell.

And the next coming days time would tell what woh&ppen to Arthur and his
dream. The Soulmates would see the destiny of &ghtand a new begin. That was
the way it must be.

Section 3

~*Part 4*~

The sun beat high over the small army of knightyTdll either bobbed up and
down on their horses or on foot. Their armor ah&led in unison as they headed
north to meet their fate. At the head of this ameye four particular knights. In the
lead of the four was an internally dark knight wlitisk blue eyes. Her partner beside
her was her Soulmate that didn’t know distance. et off to the two female
knight's sides were two male knights, Sir Galahad &ir Williams. Xena and
Gabrielle were prepared to lead this army to ittidg.

This was the second day since they left Camelotlagylexpected to be running into
Mordred’s army today. Well not quite run into Moedfs army more surprise him and
his army.

Xena turned her head left and right scanning thestaaround in the rolling hills of



Whales.
Gabrielle narrowed her eyes as she saw flashinglro@ming towards her. "Xena?"

The warrior gazed ahead to see that flashing naathlk metallic knight appeared on
the road coming fast on horseback. Xena’s lipsaspneto a grin. "Good timing."

The bard nodded. "To say the least." She pulle# bac stallion’s reins and looked
back to the army. "Halt!" She watched to see theeearmy of one hundred knights
came to a sudden stop at their commander’s oradari€le turned around back in
her saddle as she saw the onward riding knight agmte them. "Greetings!"

The knight slowed his horse so that he came righbuXena and Gabrielle. He
bowed his head a little. "Commanders."

Williams shifted his horse closer to the new coméorse.
Xena gave her stern attention to the new comer ati&/the report?"

The new comer was a scout from the surprise attdtdrdred’s army is about a half
an hours ride ahead." His horse shifted but heimoed on. "They're well armed and
walking in four columns of about seventy-five kniglldeep. It's a good size army."

Gabrielle thought for a moment. "Three hundred?"

The scout nodded. "Correct.” He sighed.

"How fast are they moving?"

The spy turned his attention to Xena again. "A despeed, moderate."
Galahad shifted the reins in his hands. "Was Mardnere?"

"Yes, Mordred was at the head of the army leadimg€e' spy then glanced back to
Xena. "Anything else?"

Xena shook her head. "No. Now is the time to cdreyplan out. Join the rest of the
force."

The spy nodded his head. "Of course.”

The Warrior Princess smiled. "Thank you."

"Anytime." The scout smiled back and kicked hisgaoto join in with the forces.
Gabrielle glanced up to her Soulmate. "What's tlaa®’

Xena's lips shaped into a deep grin. "Alright, ghen is plain and simple." She gazed
around between her partner, Galahad, and Sir WilidGabrielle, you are taking
twenty-five men and you will come down this maidoon attack against Mordred’s
army." She then gazed over at Williams. "Willianasiywill be taking the rest of the
army and going to the hills on the left side in theest. Do you understand?"

Williams nodded his head. "Of course."

The warrior nodded. "Good. Now then Galahad andl lb& on the right side hills



watching Gabrielle battle Mordred. | will give tegnal Williams when you are to
attack and come bursting over the hill to attackdded. Is that clear?"

Williams briskly nodded. "What will the signal be?"

Xena grinned. "A bird call. Listen carefully." Starfg her attention to Gabrielle she
spoke. "Gabrielle, after you charge Mordred’s armgke it a good brawl then
pretend to retreat."

Gabrielle nodded. "Alright. Then join back up owydliams attacks correct?"

The warrior moved her head in agreement. "Yes."t8bk a deep breath. "We’ll fight
Mordred till either they’re shook up or we get doterfifty men. This is not a
slaughter for our men." She gazed over at Galdhaeed you to remain on the right
hillside to watch and sound the real retreat. Ganhandle that?"

Galahad didn't like the duty but he would not gaiagt Xena'’s judgement. "I can do
that."

The warrior nodded and looked down the dirt ro&et™s split up now." She kicked
Argo off to the right and up the hillside dartingdugh the trees.

Galahad kicked his horse and followed Xena quicidythe hillside and to the top.

Gabrielle gazed back to the army. "Twenty-five filow me!" She signaled
Torqueo to go forward down the road and twenty-frven formed up behind
Gabrielle.

Williams glanced back to the remaining seventy-fiven. "Follow me!" He steered
his horse up the left hillside in the shaded fordst horse went over the hillside and
to the other side. Glimpsing back Williams saw ria@aining army following behind
him, over the hillside and out of sight.

The bard kept her horse going at a fast walk atbaglirt road. She listened to her
heart faintly pound in excitement. Lifting her hagulto the right she saw Xena riding
Argo along the hill’s ridge.

Xena gazed down to her partner and flashed a smile.

Gabrielle smiled back but began to hear the lomdaf pounding coming towards
her. Turning her head to the road she saw darkiflgsarmor coming at her, she
narrowed her eyes. Looking up to the right ridge séw Xena nodded and disappear
over the hillside as if she was never there. Thengaovoman turned her attention
back to the approaching army. Reaching behindifbed her helmet, put it on with
ease, and finally she reached to her side to extteagleaming sword. She held it
high in the air. "Attack!" Kicking Torqueo hard shent flying down the road with
her sword low and aimed at Mordred’s army. Her hgaghded with anticipation
along with the thunder of her twenty-five men behamarging.

Xena hopped off Argo. "Stay here girl."
Galahad came up to Xena'’s side. "Crawl?"

"Yes." The Warrior Princess walked a little waysthe hillside and when she came



close to the ridge she lowered herself to her laaily crawled up to the ridge’s tip.
Gazing down she saw metallic knights racing towétdsk knights.

Galahad crawled up with his elbows next to Xenaréthey go." A whisper.

Xena nodded and narrowed her eyes as she saw tleng&e crash into Mordred’s
army. Gradually the warrior turned her head toriglet to start estimating the number
of Mordred’s knights down there.

Gabrielle kicked one man at her right. She theap#id off Torqueo to land on her
feet. One thing all the sparring with Xena had damas increase her strength which
only gave her better mobility with her armor. Anallnshe began to fight a dark
knight with easy. But something was wrong, she @de¢! it. Where’s Mordred?he
bard began to frantically look around for the maihie fight but couldn’t find him.
Her eyes widen as her heart raced. "Shit!" Sheébsthber enemy in the stomach and
spun around to seek out Mordred and a fear washedher.Mordred’s not here.

This isn’t the main forceGrasping her helmet she tore it off. "Shittis isn’t the
main force. Xena this isn’t the main force!

Xena's eyes quickly widen. "That isn’t the mainder' She jumped to her feet.
"Shit!"

Galahad was up on his feet. "Where’s the main fdrea?"

The warrior shook her head as she tried to cleaik. "They knew the plan..." Her
eyes narrowed and her anger took wild control. @hetly growled out, "Williams.
The bastard." Lifting her right hand she whistled¢e Argo come galloping up.
"Galahad get down there and get to Gabrielle. Helpand start a retreat now." She
mounted Argo in a flash.

Galahad unsheathed his sword. "Where you going Xena

"To get Williams." She spurred Argo and went raailagvn the hillside past the fight
and up the other hillside. When she came overitlye y below she saw her seventy-
five men swamped by a mass of dark knights. Xes@all force was completely
surrounded. Unsheathing her sword she went crastowg the hillside with her
battle cry and to find Williams. Retreating was tmy solution now.

Gabrielle spun around to see Galahad. "What ganGalahad?"

The man fought two dark knights. "Somehow the Meddiound out our plan and
attacked Williams." He killed one of his enemiesl éought his second one. "We
need to retreat Gabrielle! It's going to be a skdag"

The small warrior fisted up her right hand a pumcbee man hard in his face. She
spun her sword as another dark knight took he6Sbe.took a deep breath. "Alright,
let's get out of here."

Galahad heard the order and stabbed his enemyng akieep breath he yelled out.
"Retreat! Retreat!" He saw another knight comingita and he took him on.

The bard whistled loudly to see her stallion comshing through and she easily
mounted him. "Retreat!" She went barging throughfight killing as many knights
as she could. "Retreat!"



~Fk ko

"There you are, you bastard!" Xena reached dowh kst right hand to grab
Williams by the neck. "I'll kill you." She sheathé@r sword with her left hand.

Williams'’s eyes widen. "How'd you...!" He tried toibg his sword at Xena.

The warrior simply caught the blade in her leftdhamd ripped it from the man’s
hands. She threw it into the mass of fighting ktsghDon't bother." Bring her left
hand down she punch him unconscious. Then Sir &l was easily swung over
Argo’s rump. Xena then scanned the fight and krfeavet was no way in hell her
army would win. "Retreat!" Racing Argo through ftirght of metallic knights against
black ones she continued to scream, "Retreat!"h&sded this, Xena tried to take out
as much dark knights as she could.

"This was a surprise attack on a surprise attddkrtdred crossed his arms against his
chest as he laughed. "So stupid." He shook his Wwa#d he continued to watch the
battle of Arthur’'s knights against his own.

"My Lord, what about Williams?"

Mordred turned his head to the right at his reabad in command. "He’s served his
purpose.” An evil grin took his lips. "Williams @ his own."

The second in command laughed. "He won't live lonmidp Xena."

"I know." Mordred devilishly grinned while he turthdais black eyes back to the battle
at the bottom of the hill. "Success is so sweet."

~Fk ko

Arthur lifted his head up as a knight entered &rg.tHe smiled at his knight faintly.
"Good news | hope Sir Gawain?"

Gawain’s eyes fell. "I am afraid not my Lord."
Arthur shut his eyes as he sat back in his wood.ciWghat happened?"

Gawain’s armor reflected the candle’s light inside¢he tent. "It seems Mordred knew
our plans. The surprise was a failure." He paut&idty men lost and eleven badly
injured. | am sorry my Lord."

The king rubbed his right hand against his foreh8i#id okay Gawain." His eyes
sadly opened. "What of our Commanders?"

The knight straightened up a little. "Fortunatelgna, Galahad, and Gabrielle are
perfectly fine."

Arthur instantly lifted his eyes to the other manhat of Sir Williams?"

"I am afraid Sir Williams will not be living long ynLord." He took a long breath as
he tried to put it in the best way. "It seems theas a leak in the system. Sir Williams
was a traitor and is currently in Xena’'s hands."

The king’s head bobbed up and down a few timesotGbpray his death is a quick



one."

"My Lord?" Gawain had concerned eyes. "l do notdwel Williams should be left to
Xena'’s judgement. That is not our way. He shouldrieel for his treason in Camelot
under the law."

Arthur sat back as he considered. "He will so ag las he lives under Xena'’s
control." He shook his head. "Otherwise he isditif my concern at this moment."”
His eyes went to Gawain once more. "Once we meetitipthe smaller army and
Williams is still alive then we will take him to liged in Camelot. Leave it at that."

Sir Gawain nodded sadly. "As you wish Arthur." ldek a deep breath. "What of our
plans?"

"They remain the same." The king sadly smiled. 'Wdémeet up with Galahad,
Xena, and Gabrielle tomorrow by midday then théfeing morning we will
commence the attack on Mordred." He turned his lagayy. "Finally finish this
maddening chaos."

The knight nodded his head. "As you wish my kirtdge'took a deep breath. "Try to
have pleasant evening."

Arthur nodded. "l will try. Thank you Gawain."

"You're welcome Arthur.” The man turned around &ftithe king’s tent to head to
his own.

Arthur gradually stood from his wood chair and &dfto his tent flap. He stepped out
and stood in the moon'’s reflecting light. He staupdo the stars in the fire lit camp.
"Let us survive this trial."

~Fk ko

Gabrielle kicked Sir Williams hard in the back i knees. She watched him fall to
his knees in a grimace. Lifting her eyes to th@disrs she nodded to them. "Shackle
him up."

The three soldiers quickly moved with rattling etsaand began to chain up Sir
Williams around his wrists and ankles.

The small warrior saw Williams shackled and catbetl her next order. "Strip him of
his armor. He has dishonored the light." She watt¢he scene and to her left Galahad
came up.

"He’s going to die." Galahad fisted up his righhta

The bard took a deep breath. "No Galahad." Sheksheohead. "That’s for the
people of Camelot to decide.” Gradually with hoodges in the fire lit camp,
Gabrielle turned her head to the right. There slieXena reappear out of the
shadows. Gabrielle knew then that Williams had alkprice to pay now. For she
knew nobody made a fool of her Soulmate.

The Warrior Princess walked up with a strong gaveards Sir Williams. Her arm and
chest armor was gone and only her leg and thiglviawas still on. Her sword



dangled from her right side. She came directlyauthé kneeling Williams. "You're
lucky Williams."

The man slowly lifted his brown eyes to Xena. "Why?

Xena squatted down with a mean looking grin. "Bseayou’re a citizen of
Camelot." Her eyes narrowed. "If you were in my argou would be dead already."

Williams gave a shit grin. "Ashame."”

The warrior laughed lowly. "How true... but..." She gawer smirk with twinkling
navy eyes. "You're mine till we meet up with Arth@et ready to go on display.” She
slowly rose up to her full height with her eyesr@d down on the traitor. Without
warning she kicked Williams in the stomach and wdlkway.

Galahad took a deep breath. "I owe him somethiagEacuse me."
The warrior bard watched her friend come up to MAlis.

"Williams, you're a lying sack of shit." Galahadwgahis own kick to William’s
stomach hard. "That’s for Camelot.” He whirled ardwo stalk off to his tent.

Gabrielle took a deep breath now. She studied dlraWis with cold eyes. How she
owed something to Williams as well. With strengthher gate she came up in front of
Williams. Doing as Xena did, Gabrielle squatted ddw be eye level with the heavy
breathing Williams. "Look at me Williams." Her veiavas light.

The knight lifted his head up as he still triecstop the pain in his stomach. "Are you
going to kick me as well?"

Gabrielle gave an evil smile. "No." She reachedvath her right hand to carefully
touch the man’s chin. "Explain why? I'd like to kmavhy you chose Mordred over
Arthur."

Williams laughed in sarcasm. "It's because Camsléake Gabrielle." He shook his
head. "l despise Camelot and Arthur’'s dreams. Haser could be, it's all crock.”

"Mmm." Gabrielle gradually lowered her hand agdWou see though Williams, the
only reason such dreams are... crock are becauséepid@pyou make them out to be
crock." She still had that evil smile on her lipisstill have yet to understand why."

"Then you never will Gabrielle because you're lyim a fantasy if you think
something like Arthur’'s dream should be for the MdrHe shook his head. "Not
everybody will ever agree."

The bard nodded a few times. "Very true." A deegabir. "First Lancelot then you
Williams." A pause. "It must be something about g&at in the Round Table." Her
smile was gone now as her eyes took on a spaiklg.do you know what you did do
today other then betray Arthur?"

"Nnno. Enlighten me Gabrielle.” Williams gave ackair.

Gabrielle laughed back at the man with her evillsmgain. "You fucked with my
Soulmate." She pulled back her right hand and naadmored fist. With speed her



fist slammed hard into Williams’s face.
Williams’s head snapped at the hard blow as bléea in the air. "Bitch!"

The bard quietly laughed and stood up again tdlsebloody nose Williams glare up.
"Well | said | wouldn't kick you." She strolled aywand saw the three knights still
standing. "Lock him up for the night and stand guar

The three knights quickly nodded and briskly stepfoeward to take the bleeding Sir
Williams away.

~Fk ko

Xena lifted her head when she saw her Soulmate idtcher tent. She rapidly stood
up from her bed with warm eyes.

Gabrielle smiled to her partner as she stood irfulearmor. "I'm sorry Xena."
The warrior shook her head. "Not your fault. Neitbkus had any idea."

"Yeah." The warrior bard sadly nodded and crossdihms against her tightly fit
breastplate. "What about Williams?"

"He’ll be having a lllong walk tomorrow." The talloman sighed unhappily. "I
should have known." A shake of the head and Xdtellher eyes to Gabrielle. "l
think | am getting to old for this job."

The bard raised an eyebrow. "I highly doubt th&h& uncrossed her arms to hold her
hands up. "It caught you off guard Xena."

"It shouldn’t have." Xena growled in frustrationdaran her right hand through her
hair.

The young woman stepped up to her partner. "Xemarg not perfect.” Gabrielle
slowly took her metal gloves off her hands to thtbem on the bed behind Xena.

"It does not matter Gabrielle. We all could haverbgilled today." The warrior
pointed her left hand towards the tent flap. "THepend on my judgement Gabrielle.
If | screw up then these men are screwed."

Gabrielle quickly reached up with both hands to®eulmate’s shoulders. "Xena...
it’s not your fault." She squeezed her knight'swdbers. "It is much as mine as it
would be anybody else’s. Besides... it's over withi gan’t do anything about it now.
Be thankful it wasn’t worse."

The Warrior Princess took a long breath while kegpier eyes closed.
"Bad luck Xena for once, Arthur hasn’t lost the War

Xena let her breath out in contentment and her egesed to show warmness in
them again.

Gabrielle smiled to her partner. "l love you."

The older woman brought her right hand behind leedi8ate’s head and leaned in to



take her lips.

The smaller warrior disappeared into the kiss asvgiapped her arms around Xena'’s
waist.

Xena brought her lips down to Gabrielle’s neck.rt$dwasn’t there for you."

Gabrielle’s head fell into her warrior's neck ag shoaned from the warm lips.
"Nnno, you're... always with me." She shut her ey&ena, if you don't stop...
there’s no going back."

The tall woman lifted her head up to kiss her S@térgently on the lips to calm
Gabrielle down.

Gabrielle took a deep breath to let her passidresawn.

Xena pressed her lips to the top of Gabrielle’slead in love. She knew they needed
to talk. "Sit down."

The small knight nodded as she reluctantly movadbber Soulmate’s arms and sat
on the bed with a sigh.

The older woman grabbed a wood chair spun it ar@anthe back faced Gabrielle.
She sat down in it with a flop and propped her asmen the top of the chair.
Leaning forward, Xena rested her chin on her arms.

"So what'’s the plan now for the army?"

The warrior took a deep breath. "Get them to Artiinat’s all we can do." She let
out a sigh. "Mordred hurt us bad."

Gabrielle nodded with sadness. "Yeah, | am surkukdnows what's happen.”
"Yes, as soon as we retreated | sent a messengethia.”

The small warrior moved her head in understandi@god." Lifting her eyes to Xena
she asked her next question in a whisper. "Whattalss?"

Xena straightened up and went very serious. "Weaing when the battle begins."
"When will the battle begin?"
"In two days | believe at sunrise."

Gabrielle reached over to grab her gloves and ple® into her lap. "Are we going
to watch the battle at least?"

Xena was about to respond but she saw Sir Galdabpdrswith burning eyes and
angry look.

"What's going on?" Sir Galahad quickly reachedi®dword’s hilt getting ready to
draw it.

The warrior was about to react but she wasn’t stsag Gabrielle.

For the bard was in front of Galahad with her hatithg to his right hand which held



the sword. "Don’t Galahad."
Xena was standing tense and her eyes pinned oh#&shla

Sir Galahad stared into Gabrielle’s rich emeraleiseyl heard what you two said.
You're not fighting in the battle. | can’'t belieyeu two are traitors to Camelot as
well."

"We're not Galahad." Gabrielle squeezed the maartgligently. "Please believe me
Galahad." She took a deep breath. "Xena and knyitb explain as best as possible
but it's not what you think. Please trust me." 8bpt her eyes locked with Galahad’s
flashing amber eyes.

Sir Galahad breathed deeply and studied his freeages and saw a plea for trust in
them. He also saw a love in them that was deeplgdm. Very slowly his right hand
slipped free of the sword’s hilt and he felt Galerisqueeze his hand again.

"Thank you." The small warrior smiled to the knight

Galahad nodded sternly and dropped his hand tsides "Start explaining." His eyes
went to Xena. "The both of you."

"Alright we will." Gabrielle backed away and satvdoon Xena's bed. "Sit down
Galahad.”

The knight shook his head. "l prefer to stand fis bne." His arms went against his
chest.

Xena sighed and sat back down in her chair.

The younger woman took a deep breath and gazeal hgr friend. "Galahad, it's
complicated about why Xena and | can’t fight in Hstle."”

The knight shrugged his shoulders. "I have all figh
Gabrielle sighed and dropped her head in frustmatio

The Warrior Princess quickly took over. "Look GadhGabrielle and myself would
love to tell you why but we can not. As Gabrields it's complicated.”

"And why is it so complicated?" Galahad looked be#w the two women.

"It just is Galahad." The smaller woman’s head vleigh up with burning eyes. "Don’t
you think | want to fight in this battle Galahad®Vve Camelot and Arthur as much as
you do. So does Xena. We would not be here if wWlendi." She shook her head.
"You just have to trust us on this. We can nottfighthe battle because it will mess a
lot of things up."

Galahad shook his head with narrow eyes. "You bathcheap for friends then." He

lifted his right hand to point at Gabrielle. "Yoa’asking me to trust you? How can |
trust you when you won’t even trust me to tell nteatls going on?" He narrowed his
eyes. "l am not here to play games with peopleye"

"Fine." Gabrielle jumped to her feet and unsheattexdsword. She spun it. "This is
why." Her sword came towards her stomach.



Xena quickly stood up with her hands on the chdu€ad.

"No Gabrielle!" Galahad jumped forward but was kai@ as his hands wrapped
around Gabrielle’s hands.

The sword went cutting through Gabrielle’s stomant out her back, she never
flinched.

Galahad’s eyes widen. "Gabrielle?" He franticalljied the sword back out. "No...
no."

Gabrielle helped Galahad and pushed the swordfdw@rastomach and right between
the chain mail. Once the blade came out she held &nd straightened her back out.

The knight's eyes were pinned directly on Gabrigll#ade. "Oh my god." He was
now quite beyond baffled as he stared at the béssdtword. "But... but." His eyes
fell to Gabrielle’s stomach and with a shake haadduched where the sword had
entered. He felt no blood. "How... how..." He glanceatiat Xena then back to
Gabrielle.

The warrior faintly grinned to her Soulmate. "Yoet ¢ explain this on your own
Gabrielle."

The bard gave a smirk. "No problem."

The tall woman inwardly chuckled and sat back dewith an amused look.
The small knight's eyes went back to Galahad. "&amna sit down now?"
Galahad blinked and peeped out, "Yeah."

Xena quietly laughed and reached to her left tb grahair and she swung it towards
Galahad.

The man took a stepped away and took the chagehié down and fell into the chair.
"Who are you both?"

Gabrielle took a deep breath and sheathed her ssasity. She then sat back down.
"That’s the really interesting part.”

"l am starting to think so." Galahad slightly grethas he began to get over his shock.
"l was ready to have you fall dead in my arms. khgod you didn’t.”

The small knight smiled a little at that but weatisus. "You see Galahad, Xena and |
are not quite... well from this time period." Shepgied as she furrowed her
eyebrows. "Well we are but we're not... Awe Hades."

Galahad arched an eyebrow. "Well you're definitehgek if you're saying Hades but
| know Greece is into Catholic religion and not €&enythology."

"It's not mythology Galahad.” Xena’s lips creasetbia large grin. "It was real and
was forgotten."

Sir Galahad crossed his arms in his lap and s&tibduas chair. "And how would
either of you know this?" He looked between Galwiahd Xena. "And why did that



sword not kill her?"

Gabrielle sighed knowing it was over due for thehr "Galahad, Xena and | are
immortal."

Silence.

Sir Galahad’s head then began to very slowly boangpdown as he came to an
understanding. "Right on." He laughed out of shaxa#t ran his right hand through his
curly hair. "Well that would explain a lot of thiag His hand fell to his lap.

Gabrielle closed her eyes and whispered out, "Sdbfye opened her eyes. "We
wanted to tell you Galahad but there are riskglimg people."”

The man nodded a few times. "It's okay. | wouldelt anybody either if | could live
forever." He furrowed his eyebrows. "So why nottiggainst Mordred? You'd be
such a great asset."

"Because we can not... fiddle with history to mucHaBad." Xena sighed unhappily.
"We're immortal and we can not let people catctbgimistory."”

The knight gave a small grin. "But... history is newva key."

"True." Gabrielle shook her head. "But we can a&etthe risk. Xena and | could be
hunted for being immortal.”

Sir Galahad sighed unhappily. "That's true. Peopeld either become scared of
such a thing or so amazed they'd like to poke antgyou till they understood.”
Now Galahad began to understand something himi3élat's why you both left
Greece. Because everybody you knew was passingwibgyyou still were alive.”

Xena turned her head to Galahad. "That is mainly wé left."

The knight shook his head at that idea. "l am sdmayn sure it's hard.” He gave a
smile of apology to Gabrielle and Xena. "Thank yautrusting me... even though |
sort of forced it on."

The bard quietly laughed at her friend. "It's aiig She took a deep breath. "Now
that it's in the open between us Galahad | asswuegow to keep it to yourself."

"Of course." Galahad smiled very warmly. "It is moiny nature to tell secrets." He
chuckled. "Secrets are fun between certain peopBlét.'he lost his smile. "So where
do you both plan to go?"

"We don’'t know yet." Xena stretched her legs out.

The man crossed his legs at the ankle. "You battt stay in England, that's for
sure."

"No." Gabrielle shook her head. "We’'ll probably lgack to Europe.”
Galahad lifted his eyes to the small knight. "Te&re?"

"Not for a long time Galahad." Xena had her eye&éd with Galahad’s. "Who
knows where we’ll go."



Sir Galahad let his breath out. "Well... they sayi®jp@a beautiful country."

"Maybe we’ll find out.” Gabrielle gave a small gt let it slip as she thought about
leaving. For the first time she really didn’t waatleave England and that only was
because of Galahad.

The knight nodded a few times and he sighed sadlgll wherever you both go... |
know it won't be easy on my part.”

"Nor ours." Xena flashed a sad smile to her friéfithis is never the fun part."

"l can imagine." The man switched his crossed ldgtill feel like I've known you
both for a real long time." He quietly laughed.

Gabrielle and Xena both joined in the laugh. IfyoBklahad knew, if only.

Gabrielle gradually stood up. "Well... either way &#dd. I've loved these past days
with you. Good memories... despite the small Morgrezblem."

Galahad’s lips shaped into a grin. "Agreed." Hedtap with his grin going into a
smile.

The bard pulled her friend in for a strong hug ahd buried her head into Galahad’s
shoulder.

The knight held the small woman tightly for he 1éte this was not just a friend but a
person he held a sisterly bond with forever.

Gabrielle carefully pulled back with her warm smaled her eyes stung but she held
back easily. "I better head back to my tent."

Galahad nodded. "I need to as well." He turnedhéontarrior. "Xena?"
With a smile, Xena stood up and held her right haud "Galahad."

The knight laughed and took the other knight's hlanskly. He shook hard. "Always
enjoyed your fighting skills."

"Thanks." The tall woman grinned but gave a haiteduo bring Galahad in. She
wrapped her free arm around the man and huggedtnangly.

Galahad chuckled and hugged back as he felt hidaked between bodies. Slowly
he pulled back. "Don’t change Xena."

"Nah." Xena released the man and crossed her ayanssa her chest.
Sir Galahad turned to Gabrielle. "I'll walk youyour tent."

"Thanks." The small warrior tucked her gloves unagararm and turned her attention
to Xena. "I'll be back."

The warrior devilishly grinned. "l know."
"Right on ladies." Galahad quickly turned to heatlaf the tent flap.

Gabrielle laughed while Xena snickered. The wamimked to her Soulmate and



Gabrielle smiled back as she ducked out of the tent
The smaller knight buried her head more under Xeaohlin and closed her eyes.

The warrior smiled as she let her fingertips gliggeand down her Soulmate’s smooth
back. She had her bare body tightly pressed agaiistielle’s own nude body.
They'd been amazingly quiet. "You were rather driaerearlier.”

The younger woman snickered. "With the sword?"

"Uh huh." Xena shut her eyes with ease. "You ctwalde just cut your hand."
"You know me Xen. | had to get the point across."

"More like the point through." Xena followed thaitlwa low laugh.

"Hardy har har warrior." Gabrielle squeezed herl®ate’s waist tightly and loosened
her hold again. "I need to go back to my own tent."

"Mmm." The tall woman'’s long fingers still went @md down the bard’s back. "In
minute."

Gabrielle grinned against her partner’s skin. "Stsugood." Taking a long breath she
let it out slowly. "We're suppose to meet up withthur tomorrow?"

"Yesss... around the afternoon or so." Xena broughthnd all the way up
Gabrielle’s back to her short hair and began tosage Gabrielle’s head.

The small warrior moaned faintly in reaction to thassage. "Where... where you
think we should go?"

"I don’t know yet." Xena nuzzled her Soulmate. "Ahpughts?"

"What about that new country uh... France."

The warrior considered the idea and the countrigatTvas Gaul."

"Yeah." Gabrielle lifted her head. "If we go thew know what that means?"
Xena rolled her eyes. "Another language to learn.”

The small knight snickered and lowered her headdimnpeer into blue eyes.
"French... | heard it's suppose to be romantic."

The tall woman slowly arched an eyebrow. "Romanticow is that?"

Gabrielle shrugged her shoulders. "Beats me." Sietlglaughed. "Far as | am
concerned Greek is just fine." Then her eyebrow®fwed. "Why you complaining
anyway Xena?" A small grin now. "You're the onettliges languages and learns
them faster."

Xena gave her own grin. "True. Buttt in my vast \kfexige of languages | have little
space for yet another language.”



The bard laughed and let her lips go into a sitiMeu’ll live."
"Understatement love."
"I know." Gabrielle leaned in to take her Soulmatigs. "Just immortal.”

The warrior didn’t waste time and let her handg dbwn to Gabrielle’s stomach and
pressed hard against the muscular stomach.

Gabrielle pulled back from the kiss and shut hesegnd let the sensation of Xena’'s
hands slide up her stomach to her breasts takevieer"Oh gods."

Xena grinned. "God."

The smaller woman'’s eyes flew open with a spatkéhatever.” She quickly rolled
to find herself on top of Xena. Her hips straddi@@ctly over Xena’s hips. "When'’s
sunrise?"

The older woman’s lips went into a cat grin. "Fhaurs." Her large hands came up to
grasp Gabrielle’s upper thighs and let her thumibsagainst the smaller woman’s
lower abdomen.

"Good." Gabrielle bent forward feeling Xena’'s hastide along her stomach. Her
body turned into a blaze of fire. "Plenty of timélér lips quickly took Xena'’s into a
wild fire kiss.

The warrior moaned deeply and slid her hands tai€léds ass and began to push
the bard.

~*Part 5*~

Gabrielle lifted her helmet and attached it to $emtdle. She then patted Torqueo on
the rump.

Torqueo turned his head and whined to his owneisdé¢ened to smile.
The bard smiled right back. "How are you boy?"
The stallion’s head bobbed up and down with a micke

"Good." The bard strolled up to her horse’s framd aarefully grasped his head.
Leaning forward she placed a soft kiss to the casft€orqueo’s face. Raising her
head up again, she patted Torqueo. "Love you el that she heard a small
tinning on her shoulders, metal hitting metal.

"What about me?"

Gabrielle closed her eyes at hearing her Soulmatiéte. "Oh, that’s just another area
in itself." She opened her eyes, turned aroundsaedelt her partner's hand leave
her shoulders.

Xena smiled warmly. "Sleep well last night?"

The smaller warrior quietly laughed. "After | lefY2s... one hour was great."



"Agreed." The tall woman lifted her gaze to scamt¢hmp seeing everybody almost
ready to go. "Let’s step out of the camp for a monidHer eyes came down to
Gabrielle again.

The smaller woman nodded and started walking bdsd@artner out of the camp.
"What's up?"

The warrior gazed forward as she felt warm insidees armor.

Gabrielle peered up to her Soulmate knowing shetvgsing to get a response. And
that’'s how she knew her warrior was in need ofgigssically. It only made her grin
while she gazed forward again. The physical wadlhapoken between them only
shown.

Xena took a long breath once she felt safe oute@tamp. Turning her head to
Gabrielle she stopped walking. "Williams is to walker right hand came up to her
hilt to rest there. "I'll be in charge of him."

The small warrior nodded and crossed her arms sigla@m armored chest. "Anything
else?"

"Yes." The tall woman quickly closed in to take @albe into a fury kiss.

The younger woman disappeared into the kiss astepped back once and leaned
against a tree.

Xena broke the kiss and leaned her head againg@ierer’'s forehead. "Oh God."
Gabrielle smiled warmly. "After affects of last hi@"

The warrior quietly laughed. "Yesss." She broughtlips down again to steal
Gabrielle into passion. And when she pulled bacihlead leaned against her
Soulmate’s neck.

The small knight brought her hands to her friemasst. "Ssssh." She gently kissed
her warrior’s forehead. "You're driving me crazptd

Xena chuckled deeply and pressed her lips agaandtiend’s neck lightly. Lifting
her head again she kissed Gabrielle lovingly img1t This kiss wasn’t just loving but
also long and sensual.

The Soulmates became lost into their kiss that ¢théy't hear the quiet movement
from behind at first.

But then both warriors knew that somebody was cgrtomwards them. Quickly they
pulled away from each other.

The Warrior Princess quickly turned around in @fiumotion with her sword coming
out.

Gabrielle stepped up to her partner’s side withswesrd coming out.
"Wahoooo!"

Xena now had a huge grin.



Gabrielle though broke down laughing while lowerhmgy sword. "Oh god... sorry
Galahad."

Galahad lowered his hands. "Sorry myself."
The warrior sheathed her sword. "It's alright.”

The warrior bard shook her head and stopped lagghiar sword’s tip dug into the
ground and she leaned against it. "So, why didogae looking for us?"

Galahad raised an eyebrow. "You're kidding righf®s mouth had a grin. "The army
is ready to go."

Gabrielle gazed up to her partner. "Oops."

Xena chuckled and placed her hand on the bard&eslshoulder. "Got a little carried
away."

The man’s eyes widen. "Don’t tell me." He sighedwa shake of his head.
“"Ludicrous."

The tall woman raised an eyebrow, she turned hest bee Gabrielle. "Ludicrous.”

Gabrielle nodded and sheathed her sword. "Ludichoitn®" She turned to Xena with
her left arm going around her Soulmate’s shoulder

"Yessss." Xena was grasping Gabrielle at her waist.
"l doubt that." Gabrielle grinned and waited fornéeto take the rest.
The warrior leaned down to kiss her partner gemtlyhe lips.

Galahad closed his eyes as a warm blush took bN&eyes open again to see the
Soulmate slowly pull back with their eyes lockelight on ladies.” He turned his
back on them and started walking with a grin. "Timeo... Soulmates."

The Soulmates laughed together at their friendistien. They finally decided to
head back to the army after releasing each othet.olhce Xena entered into the
camp her smile fell and her eyes went cold. She ateaight to Williams with her
evil grin.
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"Gabrielle?" The warrior sat high in her saddlesls walked at the head of the army.
She’d called in a yell for her Soulmate.

The small warrior kicked Torqueo to come cantefiogn the back of the army to the
front. She came up to Xena’s right side. On thedefe walked Sir Williams with his
hands tied tightly. "Yes?"

The Warrior Princess never looked away from thelréRide ahead and meet up with
Arthur. Find out where he wants to camp then coauk

Gabrielle nodded. "Right away." She was about to 3jprqueo but stopped from her
partner's movement and words.



"And Gabirielle..." Xena turned her head to her Sotdméth a serious look. "Be
careful." She gave a warm smile.

The bard wink. "Definitely." After her words she atbed, ‘I love you.’

The tall woman’s smile went from warm to lovingkhow." Now she mouth, ‘I love
you too.’

The small knight took a deep breath with her snie back." She kicked Torqueo
and went racing down the road.

Xena kept her eyes pinned on her Soulmate dowrotieein the woods. She took a
very deep breath.

Galahad came up to Xena’s side now. "She headadhar?"

"Yess." The Warrior Princess turned her head tkihght. "How you feel?"
"After this morning... not to bad."

Xena quietly laughed but went very serious. "Youlact angry about it?"

"No no." Galahad quietly laughed with a smile. "Mo#gll. It's all the same." He
chuckled.

"Good." The tall woman smiled and looked forwardiag

The man gazed across to Sir Williams. "How you ddoack there Williams?" His
voice was cold.

Sir Williams slowly lifted his hooded eyes to Gadahhe glared.

Xena glimpsed back to the traitor with a cat sni¢e’s fine." She reached to her
saddle horn and jerked hard the rope to Williams.

The traitor almost went stumbling to his face lust kept his footfall.

The warrior deeply laughed and turned her attertbd@alahad again. "I am being to
nice to him."

"Really?" Galahad wasn't sarcastic but his voitediwith wonderment.

"Yes." Xena took a long breath and swayed in hedlga "l use to kill people for
less."

The man dropped his eyes and lifted them backeavibman. "Were you always a
fighter for the light?"

"No." The tall knight took a long breath as she eember her far past. "A long time
ago | was a warlord."

"Warlord?" Galahad furrowed his eyebrows. "You mbkaa commander of an
army?"

"Something like that." Xena sighed. "Except theydhing warlords do is create war



and bloodshed, never peace."

The knight's head moved up and down. "How... how do gnded up becoming a
warlord?"

The warrior's sad eyes moved to Galahad. "Becausmted to protect my village.
But... eventually I left home and fell into darknédser head bobbed up and down as
she talked now out of thought. "But that's farhe fpast."

Galahad sighed and shifted in his saddle. "True.'yave a very sad smile. "But |
know the past can still come back to haunt.”

"It can." Xena now gave a grin. "Yet after a femgies it can get a little hard."

The knight quietly laughed. "I can imagine." He padi while he thought of another
guestion. "How did you get out of the darkness?"

"Wasn't easy." The Warrior Princess’s eyes werthéroad ahead. "l didn’t ask to
leave it but it sort of just happened.” She padggding the right words. "An old
friend of mine made me look through a differentspexctive but there was no way |
could have made the perspective mine or even leeliev

"Then... Gabrielle must have had something to do with

The tall woman nodded. "She had a lot of somettordp with it. | met her directly
after leaving my army and we slowly became friel8ts always...." Xena paused
trying to find the perfect words. "Gabrielle... shesha rare ability to take everything
bad or evil and make it good." She smiled warmltadahad. "She’s filled with a lot
of love and never ending hope."

The man smiled. "l can feel that." He sad smildittla. "But she’s changed since the
first days huh?"

"Yes." Xena looked away. "She has over time." Sineed her head to Galahad again
with a smile. "Although Gabrielle always managesdiain her core deep inside
safely. Its never been tapped to be infected biress."

The knight had his own smile. "She seems very amgdzi
"She is." Xena gave a warm smile and gazed ahesid.ag
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Sir Williams felt his feet come out from under hamd he went to his knees. Lifting
his brown eyes, he gazed up at an older man.

“I'm glad you didn’t kill him."

Xena gave her cat grin. "He’s lucky." She crossedanms against her armor-clad
chest as she stood behind Williams.

Arthur nodded and lowered his eyes to Williams agalVilliams, | would have never
imagined."

The traitor shot a grin. "You've been getting siged a lot lately Arthur. | hope that



scares you." Suddenly he felt a deep pain to thk bahis neck that shot down his
back. He sucked in a breath.

The warrior bent forward close the man’s right éand we both know your death
will be soon. | hope that scares you."

Williams closed his eyes.
Xena slowly rose back up and gazed at the king. Livhg?"
Arthur nodded to his knight.

The Warrior Princess quickly shot her hands dowariock the pressure points.
Reaching down with both hands she hauled Williarteslsis feet. "Guards."

The three guards that had been watching over \Wiflilast night came up quickly.
"Take him away."

One knight nodded and grabbed Williams giving hipuah towards the center of the
camp. The traitor and his guards disappeared.

Arthur took a long breath. "He’ll be tried in Caroe?

Xena moved her head in understanding. "I know."t8bk a long breath. "How are
the men doing?"

The king nodded his head to his tent. "Come inSige.turned towards his tent in
went inside.

The warrior followed in behind. "l take it not gabd

The king took a long breath and sighed it out. "they’re shaken up | am afraid
Xena."

"Because of the failure of the surprise attacksuase?"

"Yes." Arthur took a step back and sat in his wobdir. "They believe tomorrow will
be a failure and hundreds will be slaughtered.”

The tall woman’s head moved up and down. "It wdr8he sadly smiled to Arthur.
"Just worry about keeping them in order. Once tieeyi the heat of the battle they'll
give everything they have."

"I hope so Xena." Arthur’s arms went against hissth"But, | am glad you,
Gabrielle, and Galahad made it here safely."

"Yes." The warrior nodded. "We are as well."

"Good." Arthur stood up. "Right now, | believe sta good idea to check on the men."
"Yes of course." Xena smiled. "I believe | will éimy partner.”

"l saw her earlier with her horse."

The tall female nodded. "Figures."



The king quietly laughed. "I take it she has a battl the horse."
"Oh yes." Xena grinned and moved to the tent fi&pe ducked outside.
Arthur came up beside the woman.

The warrior took a deep breath and gazed seridashe king of Camelot. "I'm sorry
Arthur."

The king looked up quickly. "Xena, you had no ideaut Williams." He shook his
head. "I should be the one apologizing for embgadihlliams with open arms and
not testing him first."

Xena's lips formed into a sad smile. "Few can emmbraith open arms Arthur. That's
one reason why Gabrielle and | came to Camelot."

Arthur had his own sad smile. "Thank you." He shbakhead faintly. "Well I'll
leave you off to search out your friend."

"Thank you." The warrior smiled and walked off iretdusk sunlight. Soon she found
herself on the opposite of the camp where theydsongere held. She quickly found
her Soulmate finishing with a grooming with Torqu&ena grinned and came up
beside Gabrielle. "Not even Argo gets this muclelbom me."

Gabrielle quietly laughed and turned her head toax&No? Poor Argo.”
The older woman smirked. "She’ll live."

"Right." The small warrior grinned and gazed baxzKorqueo. "I'll only have so long
to spoil him."

Xena sighed unhappily and reached forward to pestallion. "True."

A small silence hung in the air for a small time.

But Gabrielle was the one to break that silencevlkvas Arthur?"

"Worried." The warrior’s attention went to Gabreethow. "The men are scared.”

The small knight shook her head. "Damn." She ramight hand through her hair.
"Think there’s anything we can do?"

"No." Xena gazed back to Torqueo. "That’s... the waneeds to be Gabrielle."

"I know." The bard looked away and petted her hersee. She began to notice how
hot she was getting in her armor now. "Tomorrow Wwba easy."

"It won't." The older woman'’s voice was in a whisp®nly a whisper because if it
were any louder it would shatter her love for Arthnd Camelot. Shatter her love she
held for Galahad. Not just her love but also hail®ate’s. So this could only be
ushered in low whispers.

So there was a whispered response from Gabriélledon’t know if I'll be able to...
watch tomorrow Xena." The warrior bard gazed ughwtilt in her eyes. "It'll be to
hard."



"I know." Xena shut her eyes and took a deep br&jplening her eyes again she
retorted back with an usher. "We can’t get involeed that’s all there is to it."

"Yeah." Gabrielle gave a small unassured nod. Sibwt eyes rest back on Xena.
"Let’s go?"

Xena nodded and turned away from the horse.

The bard leaned forward and gave her horse a kitlseoforehead and shifted to walk
beside Xena.

The Soulmates went directly into the camp agairyTkept going until they were in
the bard’s tent and way from the world.

Once inside, the bard began to take her armor off.

Xena for a moment let a grin slip across her Mggh an amused sigh she shifted to
stand behind Gabrielle. She began to help remavartmor.

"Thanks." Gabrielle grasped the armor on her anmasbeegan to remove it.
"Anytime." The warrior continued unhooking the niktaarmor.
"So Williams is going to be tried in Camelot... right

The chest armor fell off and Xena caught it. "Ye&he removed the armor from
Gabrielle’s body and threw it to the bed. Her langads then went to the other
woman'’s right arm to unhook the armor there. "Stdad interesting to see what
happens to him."

"Yeah." Gabrielle threw her armor from her rightnato her bed. It slightly hit the
chest armor and clanked. "I hope he gets stuclcalldor life."

"I'd rather see him die." Xena pulled off the arnamd tossed it to the bed as well.
The small warrior turned around to face her Soutm&that’s being to nice then."
The taller woman arched an eyebrow. "How?"

"Easy way out." The younger woman gave a small §Bring stuck in a cell for life
can get rather boring."

Xena quietly laughed. "How true." She leaned dowvkiss her partner lightly.
"Mmm." Gabrielle's hands went to her friend’s armdmvaist. "Get this armor off."

The warrior laughed in the kiss and pulled backwitvarm smile. She reached down
to begin to take her armor apart.

The smaller knight soon joined in, helping remdwe armor quickly.

After most of the armor was gone, Gabrielle soamtbherself in her Soulmate’s
arms.

Xena nuzzled her partner’s head and sighed. "Winatlyink?"



"I think | am really angry." The bard let out alsigf frustration.

"Same here." The warrior tightened her arms ardwerdSoulmate’s warm body. "But
we can’t do anything."

"You really think people would remember?" Gabridifeed her head to lock eyes
with Xena.

For a time Xena considered it. Whether people tadayld remember who they were
and what they did. Would they ever? If they did \dalhey ever figure out she and
Gabrielle were immortal? But do the answers todtwpgestions even really matter?
The answers hardly matter what did matter wasdbethere was questions.
Questions meant risks and Xena was not prepanesktber immortal life let alone
Gabrielle’s. Xena did not want Gabrielle and hdrsespend eternity being hunted or
persecuted for their immortality. Because she kitevould happen, man’s awes and
misunderstandings. Nor shall they tamper with mde'stiny so that the bad things
are averted so much as is the good things. "Thiky3abrielle."

The bard lowered her head down against the otheal&s shoulder and shut her eyes
slowly. "If I'd know this would be so hard | woulthve never agreed with Zeus."

The warrior’s right hand came up to carefully rarough Gabrielle’s short hair.
"There’s good things and bad things to this."

The smaller woman chuckled. "True." She rolledhesd to let her lips press against
Xena's shoulder. After that she rested the sideeothead against the shoulder again.
"I like watching how things change through time."

Xena grinned and responded. "Things don’t changeple change which makes
things change."

Gabrielle lifted her head and shook her head.duight | was the bard?"

The warrior laughed and leaned forward to placess én Gabrielle’s head. "You are,
| just give a little... Xena-ism once in a few."

The younger woman broke out laughing and leanethsigaer knight. "Xena-ism?
Gods, | gotta remember that one."

"Well..." Xena slipped her hands up Gabrielle’s lighirt. "It's never good as your
Gabrielle-ism."

"Right." Gabrielle lifted her head again with a gjaok. "Is that something like
bard-ism and warrior-ism."

"If I recall right Gabrielle, you are a warrior t8o

The small warrior's expression became filled wigfish pride and a smirk to add. "I
know, | have many skills."

"So I've noticed."” The Warrior Princess leanedanake her Soulmate’s lips strongly.
Her hands under Gabrielle’s shirt began to movénaga

Gabrielle dropped her head back and closed her 8i@sly her hands moved to



Xena’'s and held hers. Lifted her head while opehieigeyes she gave an evil grin.
"Let me show you one now Xena." Her eyes sparkéeshe leaned towards Xena and
kissed her passionately.

Xena gave the same force into her returning kidsvé this skill." She continued to
fall into Gabrielle.

And Gabirielle easily took Xena.
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The small warrior reached down to the ground assahen it. She could feel the heat
from the campfire in front of her. Her small fingdifted a little pebble. Her eyes
came up to see Galahad sitting on the other sitleedire. Turning her head to the
right, she studied her Soulmate.

Xena sat on the ground cross-legged with a cotdekt She was listening to
something Galahad was saying with nods here amd.the

Gabrielle moved the small rock between her fingexd grinned at the armor still on
Xena's legs. Switching the pebble to her right ham# looked up to Galahad.

Sir Galahad continued talking to Xena with a huge.g

The warrior bard grinned herself at seeing thatifangrin on Galahad’s lips. She
also noticed the deep gleam to Galahad’s eyesh&liwanted for Galahad was
happiness and all she could do was hope for haggiéith a sigh Gabrielle turned
her head to Xena again. Biting her lower lip, thedxtossed the small pebble at the
warrior to hit her armor.

Galahad stopped talking at hearing the small pfrrgedal. His eyes shifted over to
Gabrielle with a raised eyebrow.

Xena ran her tongue across her back molars anddurer head to Gabrielle. She
found her small Soulmate looking everywhere buteat With a grin, Xena picked up
the same pebble and tossed it at Gabrielle.

As soon as the small rock hit the bard’s armor,lsb&e out laughing. Gabrielle
laughed for a few more seconds and turned her toeddna with a grin. "Sorry, it
sort of... flew from my fingers on its own."

"Right." The warrior’s eyes twinkled. "Same thingpgpened to me. Damn pebbles."

Sir Galahad laughed at the two women and smilednyat'Was | that boring
Gabrielle?"

"Nope." The bard smiled to her friend. "You never &alahad." She took a long
breath and lowered her eyes to the ground. "Will stay with Arthur Galahad?"

The knight moved his head up and down. "Yes." Hemgasmiled. "That’'s where |
belong."

Gabrielle sadly nodded in answer.

Xena studied her partner with worried eyes. Buwbishe shifted her attention to



Galahad. "Is that where you want to be Galahad?"

"Of definitely.” Sir Galahad warmly smiled to Xerthdon't think I'd be happier
anywhere else."

The small warrior lifted her attention to the m&aood." Her own lips went into a
smile. "That’s important.”

Galahad nodded and shifted a little as he sat®foth "What about you both?" He
narrowed his eyes. "You can'’t tell me constantlywimg is a good thing." He shook
his head. "I don’'t understand why you don’t stagemelot."

"Believe me, we would love to Galahad." Gabrieheak her head and lowered her
voice. "But people will notice the fact Xena andbl not age. And the fact will stand
true that we won't fight tomorrow and we can ndura to Camelot as cowards."

"But we know that’s not true." Galahad fisted up hght hand. "You just can’t pick
up and go."

"We have to Galahad." Xena gazed over to her Sdelima back to the knight. "We
may know it's not true but nobody else here doX¥enia placed her hands to her
knees. "l wish we could stay but it is to risky t."

The man sadly nodded and ran his right hand thrdisgburly locks. "If there was
only some way around it."

"There isn’'t." Gabrielle sighed unhappily. "l witthere was." The frustration came to
life inside of her again and it made her lower lmead and shut her eyes.

The warrior felt the frustration as well but heddlown. "That’s the way it is Galahad.
We have to do it even though we don't like it."

The knight lowered his amber eyes to the fire and sothing more.

Xena carefully reached over in the darkness ohtgkt to Gabrielle and grasped her
hand, squeezing.

Gabrielle lifted her eyes to Xena with sadness.
The warrior smiled reassuringly.
The bard only gave a sad smile and squeezed badeé#o life.

Xena released her friend’s hand and gazed backlah@d. "Have you ever thought
of a family Galahad?"

The man smiled at the question. "Oh yes." He loakedy in shyness. "l just have
trouble find that person | want to create a famiith."

Gabrielle’s lips took on a grin. "You will in timdé'll be worth the wait."

"I know." The knight took a long breath. "I wouloMe to have a son." He gave a
small grin. "Teach him honor and how to be a knight

The warrior quietly chuckled with her sympathetile. "You’'d be a perfect father."



"Thank you." Galahad lowered his eyes to the grot™dll... you both return to
England some time?" His eyes came back up.

Gabrielle turned her head to her Soulmate as X&hthd same. The pair studied each
other’s eyes in communication. It was decided. &briglle looked back to Galahad.
"Some day." Some day... a long day away.

"I hope so." The knight had a smile. "I would Ideesee you both again."

"Definitely." Gabrielle smiled but inside she wagtng. She knew the truth, always
has. "Well..." She gave her attention to her parttiehink we better head to our
tents." Her eyes shifted to Galahad.

The man nodded his head in agreement. "Yeah,atting late. It'll be a hard day
tomorrow."

How right Sir Galahad is with such words.

"It will be." Xena gradually stood with her righéihd resting on her sword’s hilt.
Gabrielle also stood up with her arms against hest

Galahad sat up and walked around the fire to leadis. "You both sleep well."

"Of course." The warrior faintly nodded.

The man took a deep breath. "Please make sureotbisbe me before you leave."”

A smile took Gabrielle. "We will, promise." She toa step forward to hug her friend.

When they pulled back, Galahad’s eyes were stingtBgodnight Gabrielle." His
eyes went to Xena. "Goodnight Xena."

"Goodnight Galahad." Xena warmly smiled.

Gabrielle wrapped her arms over her stomach. "SkegpGalahad."

"I will, thank you." Galahad gave one last smile dowered his head to go to his tent.
The small warrior turned to her best friend. "Titadnit the old hay."

Xena quietly laughed in response. "Come on."

The Soulmates left the campfire and walked thrahghdark camp towards the tents.
They came first to the warrior’s tent.

The tall woman stood by the tent flap and turnedhiead to Gabrielle. "Sleep well
huh?"

A quiet response. "Yeah." The younger woman séitl her arms over her stomach.

The Warrior Princess straightened up and turndettd&Soulmate. Bending forward
she placed a gentle kiss to Gabrielle’s forehe@dme on." She went inside and
heard Gabrielle follow in behind. She walked glahap to Gabrielle while her hands
went to her sword’s belt. "Sit down on the bed."



Gabrielle nodded and walked over to the bed, sthéatl her sword on and her leg
armor.

Xena placed her sword on the small desk and walkedto Gabrielle. Bending down
to one knee she reached forward to unhook the ssvbeit. Xena had her own leg
armor still on. After she took the sword off shaqad it on the ground by the bed.
Next with ease, she climbed onto the bed behindsbeatmate to lay. "Come here."

Gabrielle turned on the bed and laid down into3®mulmate’s arms. She felt strong
protective arms enclose her.

The warrior tangled her legs up with Gabrielle’sl @created a small clank from the
armor. It made Xena chuckle.

The warrior bard laughed lightly and dug her headen Xena'’s chin. "Thanks Xena."
"Sshhh." She pulled Gabrielle in closer. "Try totgsleep.”
"Xena-" Gabrielle was cut off from her protest.

"Don’t worry." Xena brushed back some of her partkair. "l want to sleep with
you tonight."

The younger woman smiled against her best frienedtk. "Same here."
"I know." The tall female kissed the top of her Boate’s head. "Go to sleep.”
"Yeah." Gabrielle closed her eyes and kissed heravas neck gently. "I love you."

"l love you Gabrielle." Xena shut her eyes witmaa#l smile and let sleep take her
and Gabrielle away.

~*Part 6*~
Xena petted Argo along the neck. "Not a nice mayryml."
Argo threw her head up and down in agreement. &imeped her right hoof.

"Yeah | agree." The warrior sighed and lifted tems over her mare’s head. "Well it
could be worse huh?"

The warhorse nickered.

The tall woman then heard the clip clop of a ha$soves coming up from behind.
She turned around to see her Soulmate and Tortjdeg."

Gabrielle smiled to her Soulmate. "Hey." She gdzack at Torqueo. "We're ready."
"Argo is almost ready." Xena glanced back to hes@o"Where’s Galahad?"

“I'm not sure. | saw him earlier but | don’t knowhere he is now."

"Mmm." The warrior's head bobbed up and down. "Ritaip getting ready."”

"Yeah, that’s what | thought."



Xena turned around to completely face her partivée’re going to have to go back
to Camelot before we can leave England.”

The small female sighed. "That’'s what | figured. Wé=d out stuff and money."

"Yes." The older woman'’s eyes darted away but badier friend. "We’ll have to
sneak into the city. It won’t be fun."

"But we need to do it." Gabrielle now had a grinarh not leaving my leathers or sais
in Camelot.”

The knight laughed with an amused smile. "And I'tlarant to leave my chakram in
Camelot."

"Oh don’t | know."
Xena turned back to her horse and proceeded to tloeimare.

Gabrielle decided to do the same and was up onu€orgs soon as Xena was on
Argo.

"Excited about going on a ship back to Europe?"
The bard rolled her eyes. "Thrilled."

The Warrior Princess laughed and tapped Argo’sssidevalk beside Torqueo. "At
least you won't get sick."

"No... I'll feel sick but never threw up. Wish | calfor once." Gabrielle sighed with
a shake of the head.

The taller female laughed a little and stoppedhassaw herself coming close to
Arthur and his knights.

"Here we go." Gabrielle straightened up and wenbss.
"Yup." The watrrior did the same.
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"My lord, they're just on the other side of the agell." The scout pointed to the hill
a few lengths ahead.

Arthur lifted his eyes to the hill. "How large iset army?"

The scout sighed sadly. "Large my Lord, around fivadred."

The king nodded and gazed back to his scout. "Tlaok'

The scout smiled. "Welcome." He then ran off tajmito the force.
"What you think my Lord?"

Arthur turned his head to Sir Galahad. "It's timeshub Mordred out."

Galahad nodded his head. "Agreed immensely."



The king shifted in his saddle and gazed arournisaien Knights of the Round Table.
"Alright, we’re going to charge over that hill. Gnee do we are to attack in rage."
Arthur glanced around at his knights. "Is that £¥a&dis knights nodded quickly and
he continued on. "The battle will not end until Moed is dead. Is that clear too?" Ten
movements from the knights in understanding. "Gbbi@. paused while shifting his
attention to the large hill again. "There’s no gpback." Reaching to his sword, he
extracted Excalibur.

The Knights of the Round Table unsheathed theirdsvand placed the tip in front of
Arthur.

The King of Camelot placed the tip of Excalibur down the collection of swords.
"To protect the light!"

"To protect the light!" The knights all yelled imison. Without no other words or
commands the ten knights all split up. Two knighé&nt to the left side of the army,
two on the right side of the army. Then two otheigkts went into the center of the
army. Galahad, Gabrielle, and Xena rode to the batke army.

Then there was Gawain that stayed beside his Keady my Lord?"

"For war? Never." The king raised his sword. "Aktiddde broke his horse out into a
gallop for the hills.

Gawain spurred his horse into a gallop right betheeking of Camelot.

The air filled with the din of yells, shouts, andsheathing of swords. A massive
charge began.
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"Halt!" The second in command saw the large arrogsd and he turned to his
commander. "My Lord?"

"Sssh."” Mordred had an evil grin and his eyes stiito the hill. "Hear that?"

The second in command shifted his sights to tHeH listened carefully to hear a
low of yells and movement of people. "Arthur?"

"Yesss." Mordred laughed evilly. "Get ready." Haaleed down to unsheathe his
sword while retrieving his dark helmet that wasidesign of a dragon’s head.
"They're coming from the hill."

The second in command nodded and unsheathed hid.stvoning towards the army
he called out his orders. "Face the hills men aeggre yourself. Arthur is coming
from there."

The only sound heard was the unsheathing of swandgings of metal as helmet
visors were shut. Then things went dead silenh asdream. The wind seemed to
blow but never made a noise from the ruffling ad tree leaves or grass.

Mordred kept his eyes pinned on the hills whilestemadied his horse. "Come on
Arthur." His face became gleeful as he saw atittgerof the hill a horse appear. The
rider waved his white sword and charged down tHentth a yell. Following behind



him was a mass of men that crashed down the Wwkitds Mordred’s army.

Another evil laugh escaped Mordred as he spurretidiise towards Arthur.
"Attack!" He kept his grin while galloping aheadt’s your time... father.”
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Gabrielle punched hard at her enemy and saw himld&auback in reaction. "Come
on!"

The dark knight growled and narrowed his eyes, lasthis helmet. He tried to
attack again but lost his battle. Soon he foundsbkifreskewered by the metallic
knight's sword.

Xena scanned the edge of the battlefield to findplaetner.Time to goShe ran
through the fight to her Soulmate’s side. "Gabei!l

The bard whirled around with her sword having regrs Xena through her helmet.
The warrior grinned at her partner’s reaction. "tRed

Gabrielle sighed. "Not really but..." She turned ages to the right and saw her
friend. "Galahad?"

The knight instantly killed his enemy and camengaip to his friends. "You have to
leave?"

"Yes." The small warrior’s eyes then widen and igleed forward with her sword to
stop a dark knight from attacking Galahad from hdhi

Xena turned her attention to the knight. "Galaltedcareful in this battle."

"I will Xena." The man race forward to take an ojpgnn Gabrielle’s enemy. He
killed the dark knight. Galahad ripped his helmiéaod turned to Gabrielle.

The small knight did the same with her helmet arsded it to the ground. "Don’t get
yourself killed Galahad."

"No worries." Galahad gave a small grin.

The Warrior Princess narrowed her eyes and lifezdstvord behind herself to stop a
blade coming at her. Whirling around she took ondmemy.

Galahad peaked over to Xena then back to the @atrielle, you have to come
back to England.”

"We'll try Galahad." Gabrielle sighed sadly. "Bui guarantees.”
"Please try." The knight sadly smiled. "I'll missw."

"I'll miss you too Galahad." Gabrielle went in farhug in the middle of a battle. She
held the man tightly and felt emotions wash oveilliig back, she placed a kiss to
the man’s forehead. "Always take care of yourself."

"l will." The knight gave his grin. "Don’t forget en"



"Never." Gabrielle smiled lovingly. She turned tods Xena and raced over there.
She took on Xena’'s enemy. "Talk to Galahad."

The warrior nodded, threw off her helmet, and caméo Galahad.
"This is a bit crazy."
Xena laughed at the man. "We are in a middle citteb"

"True." Sir Galahad gave a grin. "Thank you Xematfosting me. For some reason |
know you don’t trust people easily."

"Nope." The Warrior Princess had a smile now. "Yew good man Galahad." She
paused. "You'll find your soulmate and you’ll knavho they are, trust me."

"I do." Galahad stepped forward and hugged hisdiél'll miss your fighting Xena."

"I'll miss your descriptions Galahad." Xena hugdpeatk tightly and tried to not let
her emotions get to her. This is Ephiny, her frishd’'d considered her sister she
never had. Pulling back she had a sad smile. "Dywt'yyourself killed, it would be a
great loss."”

"Thanks." Galahad quietly laughed and saw off toléit a dark knight coming. "Get
out of here Xena."

Xena's eyes shifted to the dark knight coming andenstood. "Good luck Galahad."

The knight nodded with a wink, he turned to his remy to take him on. "Let’s
dance."

The dark knight yelled and brought his sword atGatahad.

The warrior watched for a moment but raced up tbr{&He’s opponent. She came up
by the dark knight in a blur of motion to ram heosd in the dark knight’s side.

The enemy coughed blood out and felt the swordijetks side. He fell off the blade
and then met the ground.

Gabrielle lifted her eyes to Xena. "Thanks."
"No problem."” The warrior took a deep breath. "Eejb."
The bard nodded and gazed over to Galahad. "Galdbat forget us."

"Never!" Galahad stopped his enemy’s sword. Heagdrback. "I'll see you both in
the future.”

Gabrielle smiled lovingly to the knight. "Count @h
The knight killed his opponent and turned to hierfds. "Go!"
Xena nodded and carefully grabbed her Soulmateis '@€ome on."

"Yeah." Gabrielle started power walking off thethedield with Xena. She turned her
head back to see Galahad fight another knight.



The warrior glimpsed back as well and studied Gaddior a moment. "It's destiny’s
job now."

The smaller warrior nodded sadly and turned hed lagaay. She broke off running
into the woods.

Xena followed behind as she sheathed her sword.

The Soulmates found their horses tucked away imélae woods. They mounted their
horses and kicked them into trots. The pair climied same hill and came to the
ridge. The Soulmates sat on the horses and wathbdghttle of light and darkness
below as the wind caressed them.

The tall woman scanned the battle to seek out Adihd quickly found the king. She
gazed over at Gabrielle and then back to the b&ftteere." She pointed to the king of
Camelot in the center of the battlefield fightingpidred.

The younger woman turned her attention to watchusrand Mordred fight each
other. She noticed the pair evenly matched. Itavaght that nobody could guess
which would come out alive.

"Mordred is evil and Arthur is good."
"You mean like... cancel each other out?"
"Yes... It sounds weird but | can’t help wonder éythe suppose to kill each other."

Gabrielle sighed at her past conversation withSwrimate. But she continued to only
hope Arthur would win. She shifted her eyes throtighbattle and found Galahad
fighting two dark knights. She stiffened up.

Xena herself was watching Galahad with bit woregds.

Suddenly the small warrior was grasping her saddiern as she saw a third dark
knight come up behind Galahad. "No."

"Gabrielle don't." Xena held her hand out to Gallwie'We can’t now."

The bard’s eyes were wide as she saw the dark kdigéing in. "No... no Xena."
She reached down to her sword’s hilt.

"It is Ephiny’s destiny Gabrielle!" The warrior Ieed over with a tear-streaked face.
"We can not." Her voice was in a whisper.

Gabrielle looked away from Xena to Galahad and thendark knight come right up
behind Galahad raising his sword. She knew hendriead no clue about the knight
behind him. "Please no." She took a shaky breatlewdars came down her cheeks
as she watched. The sword came down yet it neweddhrough Galahad for the
dark knight's eyes rolled up into his head. He d@ad. Gabrielle held her breath and
saw the dark knight fall to the ground and theo®dtSir Gawain staring at the dead
knight. "Thank the gods." The small bard let out breath. "Thank you Gawain."

Xena smiled at the scene and felt utter relief Gadavas safe. Now she shifted her
attention back to the king of Camelot again. Anat'twhen it all happened in a blur.



Arthur’s sword went into Mordred’s chest.

Mordred cried out and tore his helmet from his hé#id eyes fell to his chest to see
the blood seeping out and onto Arthur’s blade. Bizeg back up to his father.

Arthur stood there with the sword in Mordred’s dhésis eyes filled with horror.

Gabrielle sat stunned in her saddle, she couldtieéve it. She saw Arthur step back
and extract his sword from Mordred’s chest. Moradselti held his sword and felt his
strength fading, his legs shaky. Yet he took osedhance and stabbed forward to
catch Arthur in the stomach with his dark bladertited grinned at Arthur as blood
seeped out of his lips. He laughed and fell takhises and then onto his face in the
green grass. The bard became stunned at seeisg/tiné in her king’s stomach. "Oh
my god."

The warrior narrowed her eyes and tried to nottredt anger of what has happened.
It had to be. She slowly watched Arthur pull theossivfrom his stomach. He slowly
collapsed to his back with Excalibur rolling frons ight hand.

Gabrielle shut her eyes, she didn’t want to beli€wace she opened her eyes again all
she saw was a slowly dying Arthur. Remorse filled to no depth.

The older female then noticed a small mist appeé#ne battlefield and Merlin
appeared.

The smaller warrior saw this too. "How'd he...?"
"Magic." Xena grinned over to her partner.

For a moment the younger woman chuckled but wasakshe saw Merlin came up
to Arthur.

Merlin gazed down at his king for a moment. He saithething.
Arthur said something back and closed his eyes l#lhands going over his wound.

The magician bent down to his knee and picked ugabbur and slipped it in his belt
around his waist. He then carefully reached forwargick up the king of light into
his arms. Raising back up, he held Arthur close.

Gabrielle furrowed her eyebrows. "What's he doing?"

"Taking Arthur.” Xena shifted the reins in her skedand watched Merlin dropped his
head back with closed eyes. He seemed to prayw@hw#or turned her head in
confusion for it seemed nobody noticed that Artiwod Mordred were dead or that
Merlin was there.

The magician lowered his head again to open his alythe dying Arthur. He leaned
his head forward close to Arthur and whispered gbime.

The king whispered back and very gradually shuekes, his body went limp.
Merlin shut his eyes tightly and a mist appearediad him and he was gone.

Both the Soulmates watched to see that once MeilinArthur was gone that all the



knights in the battle went into deep confusion.yrakrealized Arthur was gone and
Mordred was dead. But the battle did rage on bettlee remains of sparkles of light
and dark.

Xena turned her attention to Gabrielle. "It's oVer.

"Camelot and Arthur are dead." The bard loweredhlead and pulled Torqueo’s left
rein to turn her back on the battlefield.

The warrior signaled Argo to turn around. "Let’'s g legend will leave hope."

"Yeah." The warrior bard sadly smiled and kickeddueo into a gallop down the
hill.

The older woman sighed and spurred Argo into aogddehind her Soulmate to catch
up.

The Soulmates went directly onto a dirt road aritbgead down the winding never
ending road.

~*Part 7*~

Gabrielle sat at the end of the dock with her leggpped on a ladder that goes into
the water. She stared down into the water in thedraShe was still in her armor
since she left the battlefield the other morningwNt was following day since the
battle and she was preparing to travel on a metdtap with Xena to France. All she
could think about was Galahad and wondering iffnend was alive.

Xena walked along the dock, her boots clankinghewtood boards. She glanced
across the harbor to a huge merchant ship dockdaeompposite pier. With a sigh her
eyes came back to her partner sitting on the ddlek.came up beside Gabrielle and
sat down beside her, she felt a little warm indrenor.

"Are we set?"

"Yes." The warrior smiled lightly to her friend tiitg beside her. "The captain of the
merchant ship said it'll take around a week to make France since we have to go
around the isles."

The bard nodded and lifted her eyes to her Soulrfiaken we go through the
English Channel?"

"Yes." Xena nodded a few times. "Then we'll be mrfk€e."

"Good." Gabrielle gazed back to the clear wategu#éss Argo and Torqueo are being
loaded on."

"Yeah and our stuff is on already.” The older wotedace had a small grin. "Only
thing that is missing is us."

The small female quietly laughed and smiled togaetner. "Well, let's go." She
stood up with her right hand resting on her swohdts "I'm ready to leave."

The warrior nodded and stood up slowly herself.¢@ast thing."



"Yeah?" Gabrielle raised an eyebrow.

Xena gave a loving smile and pulled her Soulmategintly for a long hug. She
whispered, "He'’s fine."

"I hope so." A whispered retort. Gabrielle heldhtitp her Soulmate with love.
Slowly the warrior released her partner. "Let’'s'go.

"Yeah." Gabrielle smiled and walked along besideldsst friend. "Time for a
change."

"Oh yeah." Xena quietly laughed. "Time to learneavlanguage."

"Ha!" The bard bumped her partner. "You have iyeaarrior. At least you know
Latin."

The older woman got a laugh out of that. "Well..."

"Yeah yeah. You know how helpful that Latin is."ls¢i@lle smirked up to her
Soulmate.

"Well... let me know if you want to learn."” Xena disftly grinned down to
Gabrielle.

"Never!" The bard laughed loudly. "I like challersgeShe started power walking
down the dock to head to the other one. Her arnataisking was match by Xena'’s
own.

The Soulmates soon found themselves boarding tihehianat ship set for France. The
merchant ship set for another tale in history.

~*Part 8*~

The large wood door gradually opened and in stepg@ed and bruised man. He
took a long breath and shifted his eyes aroundsimdom. He now hated this place
because it held no meaning. The meaning died whitnuAdied. Yet his eyes
scanned in hopes for new dreams, maybe someday.

Then he noticed it, on the foot of his bed. Slotldywalked to his bed and reached
down to lift up the scroll. He untied the stringdaimrolled the old scroll to read the
letter.

Galahad,

| pray that you will be reading this letter somedhgray that you made it back from
the battle and that you're alive. | apologize immey for not taking on a friendship
with you sooner, | will always wish | had. But IMorever remain thankfully that |
had days with you at all because those few dagsiofriendship were grand. Thank
you for giving me new memories to hold on dearljtemories to survive my days
with, to fight time with. These days | have mites/alk on this road, things to do, and
I'll never rest. Xena and | will never rest. Knogiwe had time with you only makes
the fighting a little softer.

Please never forget us, we will not of you. Pldawkthat special person in your life



and create that family you so want. | know you wdid so happy to have a family
and you'd be smiling forever. Chase that dream ymdll catch it. Always look after
yourself because | wish | could be there to watgdr gou. But as we both know | may
not and | apologize. | promise though, Xena andllsge you again... someday.
Xena and | will always hold you inside because y@ufamily to us. Keep searching
for your own light Galahad.

Love you,
Gabrielle

Sir Galahad lifted his eyes from the scroll andeidkhe scroll back up. He carefully
tied it as tears rolled down his cheeks. Closirsgeyes he lifted the scroll to his lips
and pressed his lips to the top of the scroll. élethe water droplets roll down and

down and down while his throat filled with a lumfet he felt a deep light fill him.
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Gabrielle shut her eyes and listened to the sofitttecship crashing into the water.
Opening her eyes again she stared up at the strs night sky. The scent of the sea
air filled her life. Slowly warm arms circled araiiher waist to pull her in close. The
bard dropped her head back against her Soulmdte&.c

Xena held her partner tightly while she swayed i bobbing of the ship. She
knew what her Soulmate was thinking about, shethiaking about the same person
as well.

The small warrior held her friend’'s hands. "He'lsal"

"He is." The older woman smiled and continued tmigtthe water that reflected the
night sky.

"He’s safe t00."
Xena smiled in the darkness and responded. "Epsisgfe."

That smile was caught on Gabrielle now. "She ib¢ Squeezed Xena'’s hand for a
moment and relaxed again. Her thoughts were sudexiaround Ephiny and
Galahad, around Galahad and Ephiny. Her closesdfsée’d ever have, a person she
would call her sister or brother. The remainingudiat she had wadove you Ephiny
She’d see Ephiny again... someday. Someday in thieoptse future.

But now, only now in this time the Soulmates hadgsis to complete. The Soulmates
continued their immortal lives as the greatest gooater destiny. To alter destiny?

The End



