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Section One

~*Part 1*~

Xena sighed before leaning against her mare. Hearlef came up and rested on top
of the saddle; she drummed her fingers on the sa8tlle was extremely bored. She
and Gabrielle had been traveling all day with nackis and no games between each
other. It was dead dull and there was a need fermment. Slowly, she creased her
lips with a wild grin.

The warrior unsheathed her sword and straightepdtbm Argo. She shifted away
from the mare, bent her knees, and jumped. Shdlgildisappeared in the trees
above.

Gabrielle came trudging through the woods while bmg her short hair with her
fingers. She sighed and came up onto the road.&Xe8he gazed around after only
noticing Argo was around. "Where the Hades did weatior get to?"

The Warrior Princess bit her lower lip and narrovaed eyes.

The warrior-bard walked behind Argo, directly unét&na, and peered through the
woods. "Xena?" she yelled@here's more here than meets the e@esrielle folded
her armsShe's been bored all day that can only mean omg tBiowly, she bent
down and unsheathed her sais.

Xena let a cat grin shape her lighe knows. She shifted a little and the tree branch
squeaked in proteshh HadesShe didn't moved and swayed up and down on the
limb while waiting to see if Gabrielle noticed.

Licking her lips, the small warrior took a step bat<ena?" she yelled in pretend.
"Xena, this is getting ridicules." She flipped tilades up, and dropped her head back
and smirked. "Don't you think?"



The warrior's eyes widened.
Gabrielle laughed and threw her sais up at ther el@derior.

Xena gave her warcry and backed flipped out ofnthg. She landed on the ground
behind Gabrielle.

The warrior-bard dropped and rolled away. As saoale was on her feet, her sais
dropped back down and she caught them. She simtiztier battle stance. "Play
games with me huh?"

"Oooh come on," taunted Xena. "We need a little"fun

The warrior-bard shook her head with a laugh. "Guly would." She moved like
lightening and kicked Xena in the chest.

The warrior stumbled back, taking the blow, andtshided her sword. Reaching
down to her chakram, she held it up and grinned.

Gabrielle's expression fell into surprise. "Oh Shghe whispered.

The Warrior Princess laughed and threw it towaktspartner, making sure her
partner could easily get out of the way.

The short warrior duck then heard the chakram sténthe tree behind her. She
knew Xena let that happen but she was going toddkantage of things. So standing
back up, she walked backwards, and reached baeke8ted Xena's chakram out of
the tree. "Want this?" She slipped her right savben the chakram and it's handle.
She twirled the chakram around her sai and smirkéoime on, Xena. | know you
want your toy back."

The warrior laughed deeply before having advancedes opponent. "And I'll get it
back."

"Oooh, we'll see," teased the smaller woman. Shathlked one weapon quickly,
tossed the chakram into her left hand and keptia $&r right hand. "Get some of
that energy out of you."

With each step, Xena's eyes twinkled more.

Oh boy, she's got aaaa lot of enerthgught the warrior-bard. When her partner
neared, she slashed out with the chakram. "Confe on.

Xena had jumped back from the swipe but had tookemmenacing steps. She
prepared her sword, having anticipated Gabriglield swipe with the chakram. It
happened, Xena had simply moved her sword quickdyséipped her sword through
the chakram. She yanked it out of Gabrielle's hamdsslid the chakram down her
blade. "Thanks," she teased and put the chakrais home.

"That's it," Gabrielle growled. She sheathed herglared before screaming, and had
broke of running.

"Gabrielle," Xena yelled and held out her freeh&siae shook her head, knowing
what her friend was going to ram her. She shedtkedword just in time before



Gabirielle slammed into her.

Both women crashed to the ground on the edge abtd They slipped off the
elevated road and tumbled down the small slopkerfdll leaves.

When they came to a stop, Gabrielle was on top vwieped her head up, grabbed
her friend's arms and pinned them down. She shiffiedest of her weight against
Xena's legs to hold her down.

The warrior opened her eyes finally and stared liméathless spring eyes.

Gabirielle lowered her head with her teeth clenchiedn't mess with me," she snarled
with flashing forest green eyes.

Xena bit her lower lip, her face turned bright esdshe tried to hold the laughter back.

The younger woman noticed this and closed her fegaslaughing off the entire
escapade. Gradually, she laughed softly.

The Warrior Princess couldn't hold it back, shehetlaughter escape from her lips.
Just the mere image of Gabrielle getting angry Wwehmade her laugh hard.

Gabrielle joined her and fell down on top of hemganion. The side of her head
rested against Xena's and her hands still held ¥eat@'s arms.

Xena settled down with her laughter. "You know, 'yewute when you're angry,"” she
teased.

The warrior-bard sighed and stopped her laught®artior's aren't cute," she
muttered and closed her eyes.

"Mmm, you're an exception." The warrior wrapped &ens over her friend's torso.
She let the feeling of Gabrielle against her badgxicate her. She closed her eyes
and let this moment go on.

The smaller warrior wasn't about to move she handly able to touch her friend let
alone hug her. This was a moment she wouldn't bestafirst, she didn't shift but
Xena's essence was taking her without her knowirghie turned her head and grazed
her silk lips over Xena's warm neck.

The warrior instantly felt the jolts shoot throuigér body. She contained the moan,
which had tried bubbling up.

Gabrielle's breathing was heavy from excitemeng @lessed her lips more against
her friend's neck and sucked on Xena's neck.

Xena breathed sharply and tightened her arms arGaidielle.

The short warrior lifted her head and trailed s to the front of her friend's smooth
neck. She opened her mouth slightly and her tosipped out, tasting the spicy
tainted skin.

The warrior propped up her right leg while she atther neck out. Carefully, she
slipped her right hand between her body and Gaéisehuscular stomach.



Gabrielle moaned faintly and lifted her left side felt the heat tear through her
body when the hot hand touched her stomach. Shenkegyes closed, letting the
feelings posses her.

Xena had tried controlling her breathing but cotilds her right hand trailed up
Gabrielle's stomach. Her fingertips slipped untderdmaller woman's leather top.

The warrior-bard moaned again and reached downla8kd her fingers through
Xena's. But suddenly, her thoughts slammed herreslity.I'm about to have sex
with my best friendHer heart stopped once this thought grabbed herir&tantly
pulled back, and half fell, half rolled off Xenahé&tried to get up but stumbled
backwards and fell down on the ground. She dropeedead, breathing in a gasp,
she held up her hand. "Oh gods..." she rasped atetiresr other hand on her chest.
She closed her eyes.

Xena was past shock; she was in fear. She rollemtwer knees with the largest look
of confusion. Her voice failed her because hertreark at her friend's unexpected
reaction.

Gabrielle propped her legs up and had begun rejeagiain, gaining control. She
breathed deeply and released it gradually. "I'mysdtena,” she whispered finally.
Lifting her head, she added, "I shouldn't had dbia¢to you."

The Warrior Princess shook her head and brushelddmgys back with a shaky hand.
"My fault not yours." She relaxed again and plaledstoic expression back into
place.

"It was my fault." The warrior-bard grabbed theesaf her ankles and said, "l made
the first move."

"Yes, but | didn't have to react, Gabrielle."

The small woman dropped her legs, and fell bactherground. She covered her face
with her hands and groaned. Her body was still jmgnfrom the searing touches and
she wondered if they would ever stop. "I led you.ofm sorry," she repeated.

"I'm easy to lead on," joked the warrior in hope$dhten things.
Gabrielle chuckled deeply but it didn't truly help.

Xena got up from her knees, and came closer, sklé dkown beside her friend. "Are
you okay?" She touched her friend's arm just faintl

Gods!Gabrielle screamed mentally as the shots of pase&red through her body
even from that small touch. "Yeah, fine, thank$e $ulled her hands away from her
face. "How about you?"

"Fine," responded the warrior quietly. She smiladlg and removed her hand. "Think
you can keep traveling?"

"What kinda question is that?" teased the small amn$he rolled onto her stomach
then hopped up on her feet.

The pair just brushed off the scene from earllex it never happened, especially



Gabrielle. What was she thinking by doing that vinér best friend? Doing that with
another female? But she had tried shaking it afpde she really could not.

Xena grabbed her mare's reins and had startedngeKkVe'll go another half of
candlemark."

Gabrielle nodded in answer. She kept silent whaberig considered things as they
traveled.

The warrior sighed inwardlylhis isn't going to be good. How am | suppose to
explain to her why | didn't stop he&he chastised herself for not being cardful.
know she doesn't look at women like tlsdte sighed, having known she was going to
need a good explanation later when this came up.aga
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The warrior-bard finished setting camp up. She ggdover at her partner. "Hey, I'm
going to go watch the sunset by the lake."

"Alright.”
Gabrielle sighed then asked, "Do you want to contle me?"
"I'will in a second." Xena continued brushing hearsndown.

The small warrior sighed and headed for the lake. &me right when the red of the
sun reflected off the mirror lake. She smiled atsbenery and found a huge rock. She
sat down on it.

The Warrior Princess had finished with Argo an@m@ftards she joined her partner
down at the lake, as promised. Coming up from liklshe grasped her friend's
shoulders softly.

Gabrielle jumped out of reaction from being deepen thoughts.

"Sorry," whispered Xena, she squeezed her friesiaisllders before having released
them.

The small woman sighed and whispered, "Was some&ndise."

"I noticed." Xena grinned and peered up at thesuriimm, the sun makes the best
shades of red."

"Uh huh."

The warrior's eyes flicked down at Gabrielle thaskup. How tempting it was to
just slip her arms around Gabrielle and pull heéinat a bad idea, she added
mentally. "Gabrielle," she whispered. "I'm sornaagabout earlier.”

The younger woman sighed and responded, "It wgsattfault, Xena." She
shrugged, propped up her legs, and hugged helisgfouldn't have done that,
considering | don't... sway that way with women."

Xena closed her eyes momentarily. She relaxed aestigned, "What do you think
of me being that way?" Her voice was quiet.



"Its personal,” Gabrielle stated with a shrug. Bweered her chin onto her knees.
"I've known that about you, Xena, it's no surpti§he sighed. "That's what makes
me feel so bad... feel like | was about to use y&é paused. "Give you the wrong
impression." Her eyes stayed fixed on the sunBeit it makes you the better
person," she whispered.

"The fact | like women as well?" inquired the warrishe was intrigued by that.

"Yeah sure." The small woman sighed. "You can acaepbody without caring about
the body."

The warrior chuckled and leaned down, she whispétedall about the body for
me." She rose back up. "You know that too."

Inwardly, Gabrielle shivered from her friend's agalsvoice. "Yes, but when you hold
love you like to express your love physically.”

Oh boy, is she going to see my true colors? Ordiaef puts that last bit together.
"Very true," agreed the watrrior.

Xena only expresses her love physicdlgbrielle rethought what she'd saxgna
was expressing her love sexually to iHer heart stopped yet aga®h... nnnno.

Xena noted how quiet her partner was then she saw #inch come from Gabrielle.
She figured it outAfter having sighed, she walked past her friend &went down to
the beach. She bent down and picked up a few smitattistones. She held one up
between her index finger and thumb; she threw it.

The stone skipped across the water and left sipalles along the red water top.
The warrior sighed sadly and skipped another stone.

Gabrielle slipped off the rock and joined her comipa. "Xena?" She grasped the
warrior's arm. "I'm sorry."

"No, I am." The Warrior Princess stopped and gldrizack. "I let certain emotions
get me." She shrugged. "Just... have to destroy thehe narrowed her eyes and
threw another stone.

"Come on, you know | love you, Xena."
Xena smiled sadly and nodded. "I know just not...e $hucked another stone.
"The same way," finished Gabrielle. Her heart adioedhe other woman.

"Yup," agreed the warrior. She walked done the sladittle more and found a few
more rocks. She tossed the stone between her H#ngss want to leave, I'll
certainly understand.”

The warrior-bard shook her head and came over.éslad, I'm not leaving."
"Just giving you an..." Xena turned to skip a sto'@ut," she growled faintly.

"Thank you but no thank you." Gabrielle smiled @dif. She reached up and pulled
Xena's head down by the back of the neck. "I'mfreatked out.” She kissed her



friend's cheek then let go of her. "I'm glad youldaell me."
Xena nodded and skipped another rock farther. ‘thlstme Joxer," she joked.

The small warrior groaned. "Don't remind me abont.hShe shook her head. "He's
ridiculous."

"Tell me about it."

The younger warrior went back the main topic; feglike it still wasn't settled. "Just
a friendship," she stated her thoughts.

The warrior nodded. "A friendship as always," sbeead.
"l get enough out of a friendship with you." Gall@esmiled.

The warrior flashed a small smile and turned aesttWell... you'd get a lot more if
you were my... girlfriend,” Xena half joked but waalfhserious. She skipped this
rock hard.

Gabrielle watched it- it went across the red watet it was the farthest one yet. She
knew why too. "l know," warrior-bard whispered.

"You don't know what you're missing," teased Xerid & halfhearted smile.

The small warrior chuckled but went serious agdiknow." She moved closer and
wrapped her arms around Xena.

The Warrior Princess sighed and hugged her fri€fttank you, Gabrielle for
understanding,” she said sincerely.

"Thank you for understanding too." Gabrielle sqaeklzer friend tightly then looked
up. "I'm sorry."

"Don't apologize for who you are," replied the viarrShe leaned down and kissed
her friend's forehead. "Why don't you go back ®m¢bmp." She paused. "l need a
little time huh?"

The small warrior nodded and relinquished her h8ltk tried giving a loving smile
but it faltered somewhat. She turned and headddtbazamp.

Xena kept her eyes on her friend till she disapgmkar the forest. Turning back to the
remains of the sunset, she squatted down. Shel statiee red water of a lover's
romance. Her eyes dropped and she shook her héader'been refused," she uttered
and gazed up again. "l didn't think that would hagppened." She laughed bitterly
and covered her mouth with her hand. Her soul weadkéom the agony she felt at
being refused by the one she loved the most. Bpmleethat saved her and created
her. She had never expected this blow that serdrher back; leaving her struggling
for air to breathe. Gabrielle just stole her air.

The sunset came to an end, and disappeared oveotilzen taking its red rays of
love. The red light set on Xena.
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Gabrielle became extremely concerned when herdrigein't return to camp after the
sunset. Well concern wasn't the word, more likerigdr She went down to the lake
but didn't find Xena anywhere.

Having gone over to the spot they'd talked, shadapo traces of her partn€h
no...Fear exploded in Gabrielle. She knelt down andthad looking for tracks or
something but it was hard with no light. After hayisquinted and looked from the
corner of her eyes, she noticed there were ane#taf tracks and not her own. "Oh
shit."

The warrior-bard jumped up and raced back into cdnght when she entered, she
found a sword at her throat.

"I wouldn't move if | were you," said the large m&te grinned.

The small warrior glanced over and spotted tenratien with Xena chainedlcan't
believe they caught her. She must have been imtmt thought!Look, what do you
want?"

"We're taking both you and Xena to a friend of duffie man tilted his head. "Aren't
you excited?"

"Oh, I'm ecstatic," she replied dryly.
"Good." The man paused. "Your weapons please."ditkHis free hand out.

Gabrielle slowly bent down and unsheathed her S&ie.held them by the tops of the
handle.

Xena narrowed her eyes, tensed her muscles upyangrepared to fight as soon as
Gabrielle made her move.

"Hey Xena?" asked Gabrielle with a grin.

"Yeah?"

The men all drew swords by the way they were tglkma taunting voice.
"Relax," ordered their leader. "They ain't gonnaadgthing."

Gabrielle gave a smug look to the leader. "Thiskduld really givehemmy sais?"
The Warrior Princess grinned. "Yes."

"Good idea," agreed Gabrielle. She suddenly junigaedk, threw her right sai at the
man closes to Xena.

That man crashed to the ground, dead.

The leader ordered his men to guard Xena so theyoald in front of her. He came at
Gabrielle. "We have extra chains."

"Ooooh, but you gotta get me first to put them am'naunted Gabrielle. She stepped
back and went into battle stance.



The leader growled and twirled his sword.

Xena saw her partner stalling for time. Her armsaenshained in front of her body
with the lock dangling in front of her hands, whitlade everything easy. She
squeezed her shoulders inward and her breastenigght Instantly, her breast dagger
flew up without a sound. She just caught the daggker hands and began picking
the lock. Peering up, she watched Gabrielle.

The warrior-bard was fighting the leader while then watched. She let her opponent
think he was winning to keep him distracted.

The Warrior Princess upper lip twitched when thekloame undone. Her eyes darken
and she shaped a primal grin on her lips. It was fior paybacks. Quietly, she
removed the chains.

Gabrielle glimpsed to her partner and saw her aodly. "Let's go!" She laughed and
went into full force on her opponent.

Xena reached up to the man in front of her. SHeegehis head hard to the left and
snapped his neck. Before anybody else could rehetslammed her breast dagger
into another man's chest and kicked him to thergo8he jumped back and she
laughed evilly.

The remaining seven man unsheathed swords andcited Warrior Princess.

Xena knelt down, took the chains, and raised theen ber head while having spun
them around in a circle. "Come on boys."

Gabrielle's opponent growled at the change of tidéth no forewarning, he rammed
his sword forward and managed to slice Gabrieties.

The warrior-bard stumbled back and looked at hde.si

The wound oozed up crimson blood all the way doemnside, through her skirt, and
down her leg. She looked up with surprise and dtatehe man. Her body was
weakening from the extreme amount of blood it veasing. She fell to her knees
with the sai in her right hand still.

The leader laughed deeply. He stepped closer @&etrhis sword.

Gabrielle growled and rammed her sai up into tha'sniaeart. She jerked the sai and
watched him crash onto the ground. She looked avEena when she fell onto her
hands. "Xena," she whispered. The blood loss caastheightening and she was
weakening.

The Warrior Princess was still fighting her enemiglse glanced over and saw all the
blood coming out of Gabrielle's side. "Gabriellshie screamed.

That's when the warrior-bard fell to the ground amoht unconscious. Her blood
soaked into the grass.
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Gabrielle groaned and opened her eyes. She staraddunoticed she was inside. She



stared up at the ceiling having really recognize8he sat up and soon found a warm
hand had pushed her back down.

"Lay down and rest, Gabrielle."

The small woman peered up into amber eyes. "Ephiny?

The regent smiled at her Queen. "Welcome back...imended."

"Am |in the..."

"Village, yes." Ephiny lost her smile. "Xena broagbu to us."

"Oh gods, where's Xena?" Gabrielle spotted Eltis,lealer, joining them.
"She's not here," whispered the regent.

Gabrielle furrowed her eyebrows. "What? Where &25h

"We... we don't know, Gabrielle." The regent could e franticness come to life in
Gabirielle.

"l gotta see her... have to find her." The Amazon &uieegan sitting back up.

The regent pushed her Queen back down. "No, Gilfishe growled. "You need to
rest more."

"I need to see Xena." Gabrielle struggled agaiasfitiend's hold even though she
was too weak.

"Eilis, get me something to calm her down," shéegkl

The healer jumped over to her bag and pulled oabighine. She knew that
Gabrielle wasn't about to take an herb or drinktaag. This was pure desperate
measures and pulled out a needle tipped with ojpoppy.

"No, no." The small woman struggled more. "Pleasebphiny,” she screamed.

"You need your rest," yelled back Ephiny. She pthdewn her friend by the
shoulders. "Trust me."

Gabrielle growled. "Let go, Ephiny."

Eilis jumped over with the needle. She pricked@aeen on the side of the arm
carefully.

The small warrior hissed but kept fighting.

Ephiny held on till she saw Gabrielle fall backsteep. She sighed in relief and
released her friend's shoulders. "Sweet Artemisholld be glad she was weak
there."

"l thought she was going to throw you across ttward stated Eilis.

"If she was in better shape, she would have." €gemt shook her head. "l shouldn't
have told her.” She cursed herself.



"Gabrielle would have found out either way."

"I know and that was the worst time." Ephiny siglaed glimpsed at Eilis. "Thank
you, | think everything will be okay."

The healer nodded and took her medicines. "Calif yeu need me, Eph."
"Thank you again, Eilis.
"You're welcome." Eilis patted her friend's shoultleen left the Queen's hut.

Ephiny glanced back at Gabrielle. "Try to rest, fnmgnd." She bent down and kissed
Gabrielle's forehead. "You have a long journey dhiea

~*Part 2*~
"Xena?" she screamed and sat up in the bed irsla. flder heart pounded.

Ephiny raced into the hut and found her Queemsitth bed, breathing heavily,
sweating, and fearful. "Gabrielle?" She came ownstantly, sat on the bed, and pulled
her friend in.

Gabrielle curled up in her friend's arms and cgeflly. "Oh gods..." she whispered.

The regent rocked the smaller woman in her armst'a nightmare, Gabrielle." She
tilted her friend's head up. "Come on." She smidethgly.

The warrior-bard relaxed and shoved the nightmasmgyaShe pulled out of the
Amazon's arms. "Thank you," she uttered.

Ephiny brushed back her Queen's blond hair. "Okay?"

Gabrielle nodded and lifted herself up, she prebgedhack against the headboard.
"Yeah, I'll be fine."

"How's your side feel?"

The small woman sighed and actually inspectedider 4 ooks good, just a huge
scab." She chuckled. "Who did the stitches?"

"Xena," whispered the Amazon.
Gabrielle looked up slowly, waiting for more infoation.

The regent sighed and grasped her friend's hareds@leezed tightly. "Xena brought
you here, after some fight you two were in. She litd took care of your wound

then she... left." Her eyes dropped. "l tried to mh&estay, Gabrielle.” She lifted her
eyes. "l tried to get her to at least tell me whias going on." She shook her head. "I
haven't seen her that cold before." She pausedat'tiie Hades happened out there?"

The Queen combed her short hair with her fingekdot," she whispered. She
dropped her head against the headboard and stueliddend. "Xena is in love with
me," she stated.

Ephiny smiled brightly at that. "Really?" She dredghe smile at picking up on what



may have happened. "You're... not?"
"I don't know," muttered the small woman. "Ephihgon't look at women like that."
"And you're our Queen?" Ephiny teased with a grin.

The Amazon Queen huffed. "Explains how I'm not& tAmazon." She shook her
head and went serious. "Xena offered me a lovéioakhip." She stopped there.

Ephiny gawked. "And you refused?" She got a nag:aponse. "Gabrielle, are you
insane?" she whispered harshly. "Do you underdtamdmany Amazons here would
die to be with her?"

"Then they have a chance," replied the warrior-ierily.

The regent sat back and crossed her arms. Sheredimer friend's eyes, trying to
read her. "You realize you refusing her is going.tdestroy her."

"What?" Gabrielle shook her head. "We're stillrfids."

"Sure," agreed the Amazon. "But just think if yoare Xena." She shrugged. "Madly
in love with the person that saved you from darkrieShe leaned towards Gabrielle.
"Then you're refused by her." She corked an eyebfgau tell me how you'd feel."

Gabrielle gave no response.

"Exactly," stated the regent. She squeezed herdséhand and released it. "Well, you
have your morals to stand by." She shrugged. "Yanitdjo in for same sex
relationship, its understandable.” She droppeddpie now, she decided Gabrielle
had enough things to consider. "How about somettauregat huh?"

"Yeah," muttered the small woman. "How about gdmghe food hut with me?"
"I'd be honor to accompany my Queen." The regemtdstp and held a hand out.

The warrior-bard was helped out of bed and sheddwer boots and sais. She put her
boots on then slipped her weapons in their home.|&hthe hut with her friend.

"Wo000, look who is out of bed!" teased Solari as phssed by. She stopped and
grinned at her friend. "Look at that sweet thingt, of bed and strutting her queenly
stuff around.” She whistled.

Gabrielle laughed and shook her head. "Alrighe heard enough, Solari." She
smiled and gave her second in command a huge hug.

The second in command smiled at the end of the'f@&mpd to see you back on your
feet after the scare." She sighed. "Three dayvgde€en out."

The Queen flashed a look at her regent for fonygtinat detail.
Ephiny shrugged.
"Thank you, Solari." Gabrielle chuckled. "Good ®lack."

Solari winked, squeezed her Queen's shoulder bbeéoneg said, "Gotta get back to



patrol.” She flashed a smile and waved. She stralfe
"Three days?" growled Gabrielle.

"Hey, what do you expect? Two minute recovery thaeses?" Ephiny huffed and
continued the journey for the food hut.

They went inside together and found some food. Ba¢yogether and ate silently at
first.

Gabrielle glanced at her friend. "I'm going to guifXena."
Ephiny nodded. "l know." She sighed. "Wait till tormow, at least.”
The Queen was about to protest.

"Please." Ephiny sighed and added, "Just relaxytadd tomorrow go after her. You
can take some horses and Amazons."

"I don't need any Amazons to come," stated the @QuUégo solo if | don't have
Xena."

"Not this time," growled the regent. She calmed d@amd uttered, "After what just
happened and the gods only know what state of Xerah is in." She narrowed her
eyes. "Three Amazons will go with you for proteati&ither they return without you
knowing you're safe with Xena. Or you return herdthem. Is that clear?"

Gabrielle blinked at the way the regent put het ttimwn.That crown has gotten too
big on her head. No, her love for me has gottenguatove."Alright,” whispered the
small woman.

"Thank you." The regent's voice was sincere.
The pair ate silently for the rest of the meal.

Gabrielle, after breakfast, returned to her hutewkhe came in, she noted, for the
first time, her old scroll bag. She went over tantl opened it. All her scrolls were
inside then she noticed one with a red ribbon aiedind it. She became confused and
pulled it out. Her hand, having held the scrollymvad as if her body knew who held
the scroll last.

She sat down and unrolled the scroll with her bsftgking. She instantly knew whose
handwriting it was, not hers. Her eyes focusedhenétter, before her, and she read
carefully.

Gabirielle,

| apologize that | am not there with you right ndwave only one reason as to why |
am not there with you. The one reason | never imegiwould be. As you know, | am
truly in love with you and have offered my hearti@oul to you. You've decided to
decline the... offer.

Gabrielle stopped reading and paused. She breaihedly, trying to gain control over
her emotions. She swallowed before returning toa%eletter.



I've respected your wishes not to do anything..mate with you. | understand that
you must stand beside your beliefs. That is yoersiten. Now, | am asking you to
respect my wishes. My wishes are for you to nok see out. | cannot stay beside
you, knowing what | know... knowing what we know abeach other. It is too much
of a slap in a face to look at you each day, kngwiou don't feel the same way. As |
said, respect my wishes to not come after meb&'tbo dangerous anyway.

Stay with your Amazons. Remember, I'll always Igoeea. You saved me from the
darkness inside. | owe you my life. Please nevegelioour friendship.

Love,
Xena

Gabrielle let the tears go down her cheeks. Shaglmlled up the scroll while her
head bobbed. "Have | ever listened to you, Xenh&'¢hispered and squeezed the
scroll with all her strength.

"Get in here, you two." Ephiny went serious anddgatn on the corner of her desk.
Eponin and the second in command closed the dabslauffled over.

"What's up, Eph?" asked Solari.

"l need you two to do some... instigating."

"Ooooh, I like the sounds of this." Solari grinredlly and winked at Eponin.

The weapons master chuckled and glanced back et¢gkat. "What you need?"

Ephiny folded her arms. "Tomorrow Gabrielle is gpto leave with three Amazons
to find Xena." She paused. "l want you two to gahe breathed deeply then went to
the key element of her idea. "Now, what | need lyoth to do, starting tonight till
when you find Xena, is stay on top of Gabrielle."

The two Amazon exchanged curious glances.

Ephiny chuckled. "What | mean is, stay close toi&dle physically.” She grinned.
"Let her get to know what its like being near wonien

Solari laughed and asked, "Does she have a feipatges fetish?"

The regent huffed. "Yes, actually.”

"Now, how'd we get her for our Queen?" joked Eponin

The three Amazons laughed together briefly but vieack to the topic on hand.

"Look, I'm serious," stated the regent. "l want yamih to touch her a lot." She sighed.
"Brush her shoulders, ruffle her hair, lean on tmuch her stomach, and thighs but
lightly." She paused. "Nothing intimate or seemiadpe intimate like kisses or
lingering touches." She shrugged. "If she asks ydwre being so touchy feely say its
an Amazon thing."



"Ain't that the truth." Solari snickered.

Ephiny chuckled and said, "Just get her gone. kWwanhead turning towards
women... she's never taken a look at women before."

"Oooh this is some good instigating.” The seconcbimmand laughed deeply. "This
is going to be fun."

"Trying to get Gabrielle to join the dark side?ased Eponin. "If Solari and | convert
her, do we get a free sword?"

The regent laughed hard and shook her head. V8l ypu both two days off from
patrol."

"I'm up for this." Solari looked at the weapons teas

"I'm game." Eponin grinned. "Two days off soundsd@and all we have to do is
touch a sexy woman." She laughed.

"But | am serious about this," stated Ephiny stertilthink she likes women, and
doesn't want to see that about herself." She btengd up off the desk. "If you see
that she doesn't respond at all, leave it be, Weeknow the truth. But if Gabrielle
starts responding and enjoying it then we knowdsiesn't just like men." She paused
before asking, "Is this clear you two?"

Eponin and Solari nodded.
"We know," stated Solari. "It's a pretty seriougth"

"Exactly," agreed Ephiny. "A few jokes are good tmat three know damn well know
how this works."

"Hmmm, not a torch you can light and unlight," muatbEponin.

Ephiny nodded. "Well if my assumptions are righp@elle should show response to
you both."

Solari was shaking her head. "That's what | dardeustand. Why would she never
consider being with another woman, considering sl travels with." She raised an
eyebrow. "You'd think she would have thought abbat least."

"Maybe she has," suggested the weapons masteedt mhink about it, Solari.” She
shrugged. "She was raised in a village where tleeginmention those things... scorn
same sex relationship. If she was raised hereaytime different since its perfectly
normal." She shrugged. "Either she doesn't reikkywomen or she's just in denial
because of social standards."

"l agree," said Ephiny. She folded her arms. "Lgtisthis to the test." She raised an
eyebrow. "Remember this isn't... converting her...ntslike a religion."

Solari chuckled but nodded. "We know, we'll see e can do."

"Perfect.” Ephiny grinned. "So touch her, wink at Hlatter her, flash smiles, twinkle
your eyes, and strut those feathers. Understood®?gHh fell. "But be careful.”



Eponin and Solari nodded and chuckled quietly.

Gabrielle sat down and began eating dinner.

Ephiny came over and sat down across from herdridfow are you doing?"
The Queen shrugged. "Alright."

"Ready to leave tomorrow?"

The small woman nodded. "I'm past ready." She pegpe"Who's coming with me?"
"Eponin, Solari, and Eilis."

"Eilis?"

The regent nodded. "Incase anybody gets hurt."

The warrior-bard didn't respond to that, she jushtback to eating.

Eponin nodded at Solari.

Solari wiped away the evil grin and strolled owette table with the weapons master.
She sat on one side of Gabrielle while Eponin sahe other side.

Gabrielle watched her two Amazons sit down on eiside. She noted how close they
were and how their shoulders just brushed hersy Yida two."

"How are you?" Solari beamed a huge smile.
The Queen raised an eyebrow so slowly. "What'sitlge ass smile about?"

"You know how Solari is." Eponin nudge her Queeshé likes smiling at pretty
women."

Solari rolled her eyes.

Gabrielle chuckled and shook her head. "Don'tWith your Queen," she stated to
Solari.

"Oooo0h, is that a threat?" Solari nudge her Quean tiTaken hmmm?"
"No." The warrior-bard smirked. "I'm just not... pukenazon."
The two Amazons laughed together and grinned.

Ephiny was looking away, turning bright red. Sheostup. "I gotta go." She left,
ditched her dirty dishes, got out of the tent, delldover laughing.

"What was that about?" asked Gabrielle. She sheok&ad.

Solari shrugged. "You know Eph, always gotta doettving.” She smiled warmly.
"You hear we're coming with you tomorrow?"

The Queen sighed dramatically. "Wahoo, let meytall." She shot a smug look at her



Amazons.

"Oh it won't be that bad." Solari wrapped her righth around behind her friend's
shoulders. She tugged her in close. "You'll llllat/&

"We promise,"” stated the weapons master. She sfoedth her empty plate and
reached over. She ruffled Gabrielle's hair beftmatteng off to get more food.

Solari released her friend and dropped her handhd8We pretended to accidentally
touch Gabrielle's thigh before placing her handanown lap. "So, do you know
where we're going tomorrow?"

"l think Amphipolis first."

The weapons master came back but this time sadstne table where Ephiny had.
"Where to first?"

"Amphipolis," replied Solari.

Eponin nodded and stretched her legs out. Hetdlagshed against Gabrielle's. "You
think she'll be there?"

"I don't know," stated Gabrielle. "Hoping so, ompimay she at least passed through.”
She shrugged. "Best place to start."

Eponin nodded in agreement. She lifted on leg amernow had both Gabrielle's legs
between hers. She let her legs both brush Gabsielle

The Queen arched an eyebrow at the eating AmaZoyntd take my foot space?"

Solari snickered and leaned towards her Queenbf&hught her warm lips close to
Gabrielle's ear. "She likes to flirt," she whisgksensual. Just faintly, Solari let her
lips brush Gabrielle's ear before she pulled back.

"l heard that," growled the weapons master.

Gabrielle had turned red between the comment afadiSdaint touch. She gazed at
her weapons master. "Ep doesn't flirt." She grinned

"Yeah, what the Queen said." Eponin stuck her tergu at Solari.

"Don't stick that tongue out unless you plan tapéewith it," joked the second in
command.

"Ooooh gods." Gabrielle lifted her arms on theeadohd dropped her head down.
"This is going to be along adventure to find Xena."

"Buck up."” Solari reached down and patted her Qaestamach. "At least Masika
isn't coming with us." She grazed her hand acra@wi@lle's stomach before pulling
away.

"Rrrright."” Gabrielle rubbed her stomach, tryingémove the heat Solari developed
there. "I'd rather go with a grumpy, old Amazorhtigbout now than you two."

Eponin laughed. "Nah, we're more fun."



"Yup," agreed the second in command. She placeddtgrhand on Gabrielle's back
and began rubbing it. "We'll keep you chipper.” §haned across at Eponin.

The weapons master grinned evilly and chuckledat imuch Solari was instigating.
"Mmm." Gabrielle moaned softly. "That feels good."

"Yeah?" Solari perked up with an evil grin. "Youdwn, Ep gives these great back
massages."

The weapons master took the cue. She stood upaane around. She grasped her
Queen's shoulders and whispered with a deep, ®ilicg. "Sit up.”

The second in command removed her hand and waGakdelle sit up.
The warrior-bard felt strong hands grasp her stesldnd begin massaging them.

By now, the food hunt had been cleared, nobodyrat@nd everybody headed back
to patrol duty or to their own huts. So here ind¢bkater of the room was just these
three rooms. It let Gabrielle feel comfortable sarmat.

Eponin continued massaging the small woman's sisboglders. Even this woman
intoxicated her.

Solari watched Gabrielle close her eyes slowlyrahak into the feeling. She
broadened her grin. "Lean back into Ep," whispé¢hedsecond in command
sensually.

The weapon master flashed a glare. But none thedbe felt Gabrielle's strong,
warm back press into her stomach. She held dowmban and continued massaging
the Queen's shoulders.

Solari tried calming dowrNothing intimate... nothing intimatshe reprimanded
herself.

Eponin lowered her hands and massaged Gabrigtiper iback, working the area
over the shoulder blades and in between.

The small warrior was just lost in the feelinggatning through her body. She could
feel Solari's eyes on her and she realized shalh#te attention right now. She
grinned.They like what they seghe realized with a satisfied feeling.

The weapons master brought her hands down faitlosv.she worked Gabrielle's
mid back.

Solari just stared at the Queen. She was beyonptéehto just lean over and... kiss
her passionately. But she knew the rules and khewptice if she did. She knew that
Xena already took Gabrielle even if the warriorebdidn't agree. Death was not on
her list of to do.

Eponin came to Gabrielle's lower back and massagedthe lower torso muscles.
She tried controlling her breathing from taking gesfect woman. She clamped her
jaw down and finished the massage but trailingfingertips up Gabrielle's back. She
leaned forward and whispered into Gabrielle's '&avu're done."



"Thanks," uttered the Queen. She opened her glessed "Not bad."

The second in command chuckle "Not bad." She huftegd is the best massager
around this village."

Eponin laughed deeply. "Yup." She grinned. "Readyd¢ad back to your hut?"

"Yeah, we're getting an early start tomorrow." Gelle shifted out of the seat and
stood up.

Solari got her Queen's plate and sauntered off mattown and Eponin's.
The weapons master and Gabrielle waited over bgdboe.
Solari came over and left with the group.

The Amazons accompany their Queen to her hut, @iklke a goodnight with a hug
and kisses to the cheek.

Gabrielle went inside, closed the door, and leagainst it. "Ooooh gods." She
sighed and slid down the door.

Solari and Eponin strolled along together.
"That was close," whispered Solari.

"Uh huh." The weapons master sighed. "Too closke' $hivered up and down.
"Gods, she's intoxicating."

Solari laughed it off. "This is going to be hardlean we thought."
Eponin laughed deeply. "We'll be fine." She grinn&dist more careful.”
"Yeah, | know | don't want my head lobbed off byn&e’

The weapons master was silent for a second thdn"¥au know, if this works out
right it means Xena and Gabrielle will get togeth&he put her hands behind her
back while walking.

Solari smiled softly at that. "I hope so," she wleied. She grinned. "That's what Eph
is planning.”

"Let's just hope we catch Xena in time and awakabr{glle before hand."

The second in command nodded. "l don't think we.cawaken Gabrielle but at least
whisper words in her ears."

Eponin chuckled. "True, Xena would be the only tret can awaken her with a
kiss." She sighed. "That's where the love is."

"Yup, the love between them can break her derséhted Solari with a grin. "That's
what she needs."

Eponin grinned back.

~*Part 3*~



"Are you ready?" asked Ephiny

"l think so." Gabrielle came out of her bathroond atretched. "Ep, Solari, and Eilis
ready?"

"Yes and getting some horses together."”
"Good, time to find my soul mate.”" The Queen walkedr to the table.

Ephiny's eyes widened. She grabbed her Queen'aradwhirled her around. "Excuse
me?" She narrowed her eyes. "Did you say... soul Plate

The warrior-bard blinked. "Yes."

The regent shook her head. "How can you say?" &ireetl towards her friend.
"You're just her friend... remember?"

Gabrielle stiffened up. "She is my soul mate toenX and | have known about that
for a year."

Ephiny grasped her friend's shoulders. "Listenairgelf, will ya?" She shook her
head. "You're calling Xena your soul mate, someflgternal, and you can't even have
an intimate relationship with her?" She laughedyoW can't believe that." She
paused. "You have no problem calling her your soate but if it comes to a lover
ooooh no. Don't want to hear it." She released Bkdgs shoulders. "You should

think that one out." She went to the door.

"Ephiny, it is possible to have a soul mate andb®ophysical with them."

"No it is not." The regent studied her Queen. déiye her soul mate then you'd have
an endless amount of love. And that love you warldrour hardest to show to her in
any way, shape, or form." She opened the door. 'dé&mnt be her soul mate if you
don't want to be her lover." She left the hut aloded the door quietly behind.

Gabrielle sighed, grabbed her stuff, and left thie 8he headed for the stables and
found her Amazons waiting with horses. "Ready?"

The three Amazons nodded.
Solari handed her Queen the reins for her horseu'néady?"

"Yeah," whispered Gabrielle. "Got a leather-cladnaa to find." She grinned half
heatrtily.

The second in command squeezed her friend's shdadfiee mounting her horse.

Ephiny strolled up behind Gabrielle. "Why don't ythvee go ahead, | need to talk to
Gabrielle alone."”

The Amazon nodded, already mounted, and they sdrthkir horses to head out.

"Look, I'm sorry about earlier Gabrielle." The ragsighed when her friend faced her.
"Its just hard to understand... for me."

"What?" Gabrielle tilted her head. "Why somebody Ime, so close to Xena, won't



jump her?"
"No," whispered the regent. "l can't understand yyre scared.”

"I'm not," stated the Queen. "l just do not lookvaimen like | do men." She
shrugged. "Simple as that."

"What's the difference, Gabrielle, other than tbhdy?" The Amazon sighed when she
got no response. "lI'd never guessed you to bedlaSke shrugged. "Almost makes
me feel unclean," she uttered.

"Ephiny." The warrior-bard grabbed her friend andjgped her. "I have nothing
against it, you know that." She pulled back andédsher regent's forehead. "You
know | love you like a sister. You're importantte... even if you eye women." She
grinned.

The regent grinned back. "Good." She sighed. "Ymovk if | were you... I'd at least
give it a chance with Xena."

Gabrielle opened her mouth but Ephiny cut her off.

"I know... | know those morals." The Amazon sigheeéplg. "Just try something
new, it would do anything wrong. You'd figure oubra about yourself." She paused.
"Well its up to you."

"Thank you." The small woman smiled.

"Just one thing?"

Gabrielle corked an eyebrow.

"Have you ever kissed a man?"

The Queen laughed at the question. "Of course."”
The regent put her hands on her hips. "A woman?"

The small woman gulped. "Nope." She suddenly tenpadhen Ephiny grasped her
sides and leaned in and kissed her deeply. Sheavsisocked, she didn't respond.
Then she was going to refuse but couldn't helpgdtutrn the kiss. She moaned faintly
and encircled the regent's waist. Reality grableedahd pulled her back with a good
struggle. Gabrielle pulled away and stepped back.

Ephiny was left breathless and trying to calm hahbl think | just broke her safety
zone rules.

Gabrielle shook her head and gained control. "Wetlhat was new."
The Amazon grinned and chuckled. "Sorry, slip @f lips."

"Right." The warrior-bard grabbed her horse's ra@ind mounted. "You were just
saying, 'goodbye’ right?"

The regent chuckled and nodded. "Exactly." She cawvee and patted he friend's
ankle. "Be safe huh?"



"I'll try." Gabrielle turned her horse around. "Tika for your help, Eph." She grinned.
"And the kiss."

Ephiny laughed and grinned momentarily. "Just aha huh? She needs you...
more than you realize, | think."

The Queen nodded and kicked her horse into a géllop disappeared out of the
village and in hopes to catch up with her Amazons.

The regent watched her go. "Well, that sheds saghedn her denial." She grinned.
"I'll just pray Xena never finds out." She chuckbat went back to her duties.

~*Part 4*~

Gabrielle entered the inn first followed by hereitAmazons. "Cyrene?" She glanced
around in the empty tavern. She went to the kitatmr and opened it. "Cyrene?"
She poked her head in.

Cyrene looked up from her cooking with a smile @napped the smile upon seeing
who it was. "Gabrielle?"

"Hi, do you have some time?"

"Of course, sweetie." The innkeeper forgot aboutdoeking and came out. She saw
the three Amazons.

"Um, these are some of my Amazons." The Queendgld hand to her second in
command. "This is Solari, then Eponin, and Eilis."

"Please to meet you three."
The Amazons smiled back and nodded.
"Can we talk, Cyrene?" questioned the small wartMfe've been looking for Xena."

Cyrene rubbed her hands on her apron and said's:SHeeen through here. Its best
we talk alone, sweetie."

"We'll... go take care of the horses," suggestedrEé6ao ahead."” She smiled softly
at her Queen.

"Thanks," whispered Gabrielle.
The Amazons left the tavern.

After they were gone, Cyrene pulled Gabrielle infiainto a powerful hug. "How are
you, sweetie?" She rocked her body with Gabrielle's

This point broke Gabrielle, she fell into strondgpsan the woman's arms.

"Ssssh, sweetie." The older woman held tightly @aédorielle. "Everything will be
fine."

The warrior-bard straightened up and wiped her.e\gsry, this... this been a
stressful week." She laughed bitterly.



"Let's sit down." Cyrene walked over to a table potled one out for Gabrielle.

The short warrior sat down, facing the innkeep¥eria has been here?" She sniffed
and wiped her eyes again to get the fuzziness out.

"Briefly to say hi." The older woman took Gabri&dl&and. "What happened,
sweetie?" She squeezed the small hand. "Xena wotdtirme but | have my ideas."

"It was just crazy." Gabrielle shook her head.avén't had time to think about it all.”
She took a deep breath. "How was she?"

"Dark, very dark."
"Oh gods..." Gabrielle stared at the floor.

"Sweetie, talk to me." Cyrene got the young womattention again. "l couldn't reach
Xena but if | can reach you then you can reach Xena

Gabrielle nodded slowly. "Alright."”
"You didn't even give her a chance?" whispered @yre
The small woman shook her head and really diddelll now. "No," she uttered.

Xena's mother squeezed Gabrielle's hand. "Sweéetiglerstand morals or
preferences.” She paused. "But | also know youe' Shiled softly. "You're the kind
of person that looks beyond the body. Sweetie,groe people chances at anything.”
She sighed. "Have you changed that much over theyéou're failing to tell
something here."

Gabrielle slumped in her seat.
"What is it, Gabrielle?"
The warrior-bard closed her eyes. "Cyrene, you kaouiety."

"Oh hog wash." The innkeeper shook her head. "Relh’ine this is what its about?"
She released the younger woman's hand after péttit®pciety is nothing when it
comes to love."

The short warrior sat up. "Cyrene, | have... | hdwese morals placed in me. Not to
be with another woman." She paused. "l can't gedfrthem."

"Yes you can if you want too." The tavern ownerlsatk in her chair. "Besides that,
society already thinks you and Xena are lovers."

Gabrielle gawked. "You're... kidding me?"

Cyrene chuckled. "Sweetie, you must have heardumers?" She grinned. "l
certainly do." She lost the grin. "Two women tranwglalone together, neither with a
man, and both willing to risk their lives for eaather... over friendship? It doesn't
sound right. Over love sounds right."



The small warrior huffed.

"Please, give it a chance." Cyrene shrugged. "&ema a chance, give yourself a
chance and forget about society for once. Whatadohave to lose now?" She made
her expression more pleading. "Try it for me, sweedt you don't take Xena then the
darkness will take her." She paused as the feae cw@r her. "l can't lose my
daughter to the darkness again."

Gabrielle slowly nodded. "l know," she whisperede$®eered up. "And you're telling
me, you wouldn't get disgusted by something like2h

"About you and Xena being together?" Cyrene shaolkhlead. "Never, not when
there's so much love between you two." She sigigtdp here, Gabrielle, forget
about social standards. Think only about how y@li fier my daughter.” She took the
warrior's small hands. "Do you wish to be with h&g?show her all the love you have
for her?" She leaned towards the warrior. "Do yeel tomplete around her and only
her?"

Gabrielle smiled sadly and nodded. "Yes, | meamawehe first second our eyes
met. It was amazing." She chuckled. "And she'sasordbeautiful, it just blows my
mind." She grinned. "Have ever seen her smile witgust lights up her eyes?"

Cyrene chuckled. "Of course."”

"l get those every time she looks at me." The wadbard fell into her emotions. "We
could be surrounded by tons of people and shetbebenly person I'd see or hear."
She shivered right there in the seat over the thisug

Cyrene smiled at the sight. She released the $raalls. "Well sweetie, | think its
high time you rethought your preference." She sirsleftly. "Decided whose
preference it really is... yours or society's?"

Gabrielle nodded slowly. "Yeah." She smiled. "llWiShe paused. "I don't know how
Il do it."

"Ask Xena," suggested Cyrene. "She'll help youymdknow that."

The Amazon Queen nodded. "Just got to find here' §bod up.

"You will, just follow your heart." The mother srad. "I'm glad you came."
"Thanks for the talk." Gabrielle chuckled. "You dhsme light on the subject.”

"That's what mothers are for." Cyrene smiled angedghe younger woman a strong
hug and whispered, "Find her and yourself."

"l will," whispered back the warrior.
The small warrior cracked up laughing and sheldatlk in her seat.
Eponin and Solari laughed hard too.

Solari leaned back in her seat and rest her hafeto@Queen's thigh. She settled



down and patted her friend's thigh. "But it wa®ttu
Gabrielle nodded and wiped the tears away fronefes.
The weapons master gazed around in the tavern.again

They had left Amphipolis and traveled in the dir@ctCyrene said Xena left in. Now
they were in a small village, it was dark, and tdegided to stop for the night. They
all had a room together and Eilis was back in @@, resting. This bunch went into
the tavern to drink and eat.

Solari stood up. "I'm going to get some more drih&he strolled off.
"l wonder if she knows what to get?" muttered tleapons master.

As if on cue, Solari returned with a silly grin.&put her hands on the table, leaned
forward, and locked her dark brown eyes on Galeriéllforgot, what do you want...
to drink?"

Gabrielle had tried chuckling but couldn't from #maount of cleavage she saw in
front of her face. "Well..."

The door of the tavern opened and somebody stapped

"Hmmmm?" Solari lowered her chest more; she revkalere cleavage.
Could you be more noticeable, Solawndered the weapons master.
"Solari!" boomed a deep, angry voice.

The three women at the table stopped breathing.

Solari closed her eyes and felt her pulse racehanthody shook. Slowly, she turned
her head to the left towards the door.

Xena stood there with flashing, navy, blue eyes.bper lip twitched and her eyes
narrowed.

"Oh no," whispered Eponin.
The second in command rose up and waited for hengat to come.

The warrior came through the tables with her aggewing as she neared. She came
right up to the second in command, grabbed hehéwyéck, lifted her up, and
slammed her against the wall.

Eponin and Gabrielle jumped up.
"Xena, no."
All the people in the tavern went silent at thengcbefore them.

"Xena," yelled the warrior-bard. She grabbed theriwes arm trying in hopes to
control her. "Let go of Solari."

Solari dangled her feet and had tried gasping tilvdbe hold on her neck. She



wrapped her hands around Xena's hand and closexyésr

Gabrielle looked deep into haze blue eyes and gdiakeon the scent of al®h no,
she's been drinkingXena, please let her go," she whispered.

"I've seen her on top of you for the past few daysve been traveling,” Xena
growled lowly. "I'm sick of it."

"You think this'll solve anything?" The Amazon Questjueezed her partner's arm.
"Please, Xena." She tried to think frantically otlgs. "You're going to kill my
Amazon because she was flirting over somethingsthat yours?"

The Warrior Princess's grip on Solari loosened some

"Xena, let her go," she said soothingly. "I knowye confused and you're not sober
so you can't think straight." She paused. "Just tne, please... let her go."

Solari fell to the floor in a heap.

"Thank you," whispered the short warrior.

Xena turned to Gabrielle. "I told you not to follgvehe growled.
"Have | ever listened to what you say?" she joledily.

The warrior wasn't about to laugh. "You've disrespe my wishes." She lowered her
head closer. "Take your Amazons and go back tiNdt®n." She narrowed her eyes.
"You're looking for something that's gone."

"I don't believe that," stated Gabrielle. "I ddmlieve the person | love has just
disappeared in that mass of darkness."

Eponin quietly moved over to Solari and helpedvakite having listened to the
conversation of the warriors.

The warrior shook her head and just ignored Gdbri8he had begun walking off.
"No you don't." Gabrielle jumped and grabbed henfi's hand. "We need to talk.”
"We're done talking."

"No we're not." The warrior-bard squeezed the ldrged. "Xena... if you truly love
me you'll give me another chance." She shook had las a few tears came down her
cheeks. "Gods please, just give me another chaslce,begged in pain.

Xena dropped her head back and closed her eyeqrSéihed deeply then squeezed
Gabrielle's hand. She looked back down at herigAr" she whispered.

Gabrielle smiled sadly and then whispered, "Wheeeyau staying?"
"Across town."

The Queen turned around to her Amazons. "I'm gmrsjay with Xena tonight." She
saw the objects coming. "Queen's orders." She ggdintGo stay with Eilis and I'll
catch you two tomorrow." She nodded at Solari. "Haive neck?"



"I'll be fine."

The weapons master gave a reassuring smile. "GoeBapshe's yours." She winked.
The short warrior nodded and turned back to hanpar"You ready?"

"Yeah," whispered the warrior. She signaled Galeritel go.

The small woman walked through the tavern with Xeehind her. She went outside
and folded her arms against the cold chill in tine a

Xena walked beside her but she was in a bit of dare all the ale in her system.
"How are you doing?" she whispered.

"Been better." Gabrielle rubbed her arms and maleskr to her friend, hoping to
feel some of the heat radiating from Xena.

The warrior noticed this and sighed. She liftedringnt arm around Gabrielle's
shoulders and pulled her in. "How's the wound?"

"Almost healed."

"Good." Xena couldn't feel the cold, since the amaif ale she had drunk tonight
and the other nights. "You've been tracking meaftew days."

"Three days," whispered Gabrielle. "You were thbeeentire time?"
"l was watching, yes." The Warrior Princess grinbeéfly. "Watching over you."

Gabrielle chuckled and smiled. "Never fail to pottee." She dropped her head at
the statement.

Xena gazed up and spotted her inn. "I'm going smn®ur help getting up the
stairs," she admitted quietly.

"That bad?"
"Yes, things are spinning and fuzzy."

"Oh great." Gabrielle saw the steps coming aheaggtinto the inn. "Wrap your arm
around my waist."

The older woman did just that and felt Gabrielsel®m come around her own waist.

Carefully, they took their time up the steps. Theno the inn they went to another set
of stairs.

"Next time you plan to get drunk, stay at an inrlexrel ground."”

Xena actually chuckled at the joke. "I'll try totghat on top of my list next time." She
had kept climbing up the stairs slowly. "Mmmm, Indzr how long it would have
taken me on my own."

"You wouldn't have made it." Gabrielle grinned. '¥@ passed out on the steps.”

The warrior huffed.



"Okay, which room?" Gabrielle glanced down the .hall

The Warrior Princess closed her eyes, she tholight... sure." She opened her eyes
and watched things spin. "I think... third."

This is bad Gabrielle sighed at the thought and went dowrhtie She opened the
third door and spotted Argo's saddlebag. "Good"ddHving led Xena to the bed, she
made the warrior sit down. "I'll get your armor.bff

"It's okay I-" She was silenced by Gabrielle's hamadr her mouth.

"Just be silent, relax, and let me take care of @at me?"

Xena nodded slowly and felt the hand leave.

Gabrielle came around the bed, sat down, and hguhttaking the armor off.

The warrior closed her eyes so she didn't haveataiwthings spin and focus then
unfocus.

"You think you can hold down the ale tonight?"
"Yes," whispered the warrior.

Gabrielle stood up and carried the armor and weapuwar to the table. She came
back over, knelt down and took her friend's bodits o

"Are we going to talk?" asked the warrior.
The small woman chuckled. "Yes but tomorrow whea'rgall here."
Xena grinned briefly then lost it. "Why'd you comiger me?"

Gabrielle picked up the boots while having stode, keaned forward and kissed
Xena's forehead. "Because | love you," she whigpere

The warrior opened her eyes and watched her partrighe boots under the table.

The warrior-bard came back over and pushed Xeha'stc'Lay down, get some
sleep.”

The older woman moved down the bed and felt Gdénmlll the covers over her.

The small woman came around the bed and sat dawying her boots. She then
crawled into bed and half laid on Xena.

The Warrior Princess felt the warm body on hers,&uldn't ignore it even in her
dazed state. "Why are you sleeping on me?" shalagketly yet she wrapped her
arms around Gabrielle.

"Because you need it," Gabrielle answered thengquhhsfore adding, "And because |
need it." She lifted her head and met blue eyesm@rrow, okay?"

Xena sighed, knowing her partner was right. "Gslézp."

The warrior-bard chuckled and closed her eyes.



The older woman slipped her eyes shut and drifteglee was content with her
friend in her arms.

~*Part 5*~

Xena came out of her dreams and a pounding heatkgrier. "Oh gods," she
mumbled. She couldn't remember a thing, well atféngs. She recalled almost had
killed Solari, Gabrielle carrying her up a numbésteps, and... going to bed with
Gabrielle in her arms. Slowly, she opened her apelspeered down. She smiled at
the sight of Gabrielle sleeping contently on her.

"Go back to sleep," grumbled Gabrielle.
"Oh?" whispered the warrior.

"Yes, or I'll yell and | know you won't like it." e small warrior adjusted her body
more onto Xena. "This is really comfortable anyway.

"Don't yell, whatever you do," whispered the warri®he touched her pounding
forehead.

The warrior-bard rubbed her partner's stomach. "yauag to be okay?"
"Yeah." The warrior brought her hand onto Gabrigllack. "Try and get more sleep.”
"You better too."

Xena chuckled faintly and closed her eyes. She dafted back to sleep, as did
Gabrielle. They slept for another good two candiksaefore they awoke to the late
morning.

The warrior was the first to wake up. She decidechdve a little, and sat up against
the headboard a bit. She drew Gabrielle in cautjou$e feeling of having the small
warrior in her arms was perfect, as she knew itld/be. What she had yet to know
was if it would be preeminent or if Gabrielle wasrdy this to humor her.

Xena studied her partner and ran her fingers thrdlg blond hair. She sighed sadly
while a sad smile slipped across her lips. Aftéing her head, she studied the wound
on Gabirielle's side. It was certainly almost healeek, still scared, and still red but it
looked a lot better than when she left Gabrielleaéhing out, she grazed the scab and
felt how rough it was.

Gabrielle stirred now and tightened her arms aroXewi. Lifting her head off the
warrior's chest, she smiled at Xena. "How you feel?

"A little better." The older woman grinned.
"Feel like talking?" The warrior-bard corked an lenoav.
The Warrior Princess removed her arms and saidaliYlet's get this over with."

The short warrior rolled off her partner and oubefl. She grabbed her boots and put
them on. She walked over to the table and sat dowhair. She bent forward, tying
her boots.



Xena sat up more against the headboard, not watatiggt up just yet. "Explain to
me why you came?"

"A couple of reasons.” Gabrielle finished tying beots so she sat up and became
serious. "Since I've been at the Amazon village, tad Solari and Eponin on top of
me."

The warrior corked an eyebrow.

The Queen rested back in her chair. "And | donamiee that." She grinned and
added, "They've been rather... touchy." She chudklgdtopped. "Xena, what | am
saying is they've... broaden my horizons."

"Positively or negatively?"

Gabrielle grinned briefly. "That’s the interestipgrt.” She paused. "They've certainly
shed some light in the darkness I've created."s&Hted in her chair. "l can't deny
what I like from you."

"And that is?"

"Your love." Gabrielle smiled warmly. "Your smilegyur eyes, your mind, your
touch, and your soul." Her eyes glossed over. "You.

"Then you understand how | feel about you," stateda, "but of course we still have
those morals."

"Exactly," whispered the small woman. "l wasn'idaling my morals." She shook

her head. "l was following society's morals... tramhs." She huffed. "That's the
hypocritical thing | did. | left Potidaea so longaaso | could escape that but here | am
still following them." She met Xena's sky eyes.ytu hadn't touched me earlier and
showed me the other side, | wouldn't have openedyayg." She stopped in thought.

"l wish I'd know sooner..." she whispered.

"How much do you want now?" asked Xena with a despe.

Gabrielle got up from the chair and came over. §&tteon the edge of the bed and
collected Xena's hands into her own. "All of yo8he paused. "Bit by bit till |
become you and you are me." She squeezed Xenas.h&ut only if you want the
same." She flashed a grin. "And if you can be patgth me."

"I'm the queen of patience."”

The Amazon Queen rolled her eyes. "You have patiéke | have no temper." She
grinned and laced her hands with Xena's befordragmnilYes or no?"

Xena lifted herself up and bent forward to plad¢esa on Gabrielle's cheek. "Yes,"
she uttered. She sat back with a smile.

Gabrielle felt the tingle on her cheek. That wasglgn she couldn't refuse, she didn't
want to refuse. She released one of Xena's hambiglaced it on the warrior's leather-
clad stomach. Yes, her heart raced and her mirghtdeack the fears those words of
society. Her love for the warrior roared up andglouagainst those traditions. It was
time for Gabrielle to feel safe in this specialdov



Xena saw the inward battle taking place. She waitesl she would be patient. She
held tightly to Gabrielle's hand. Then she decimelelp Gabrielle and whispered, "I
love you, Gabrielle."

The small warrior's lips eased into a brilliant En@ind she came out on top. She
leaned towards Xena and felt a warm hand snakendrimuher back.

The warrior kept a reassuring smile. A smile tlzad $his was right and that she
would see.

Gabrielle leaned in more with her left hand slidngre onto Xena's side. Her lips
were so close, she could feel the heat from XepaldCalmost taste the warrior's lips
and it sent a shock through her.

Xena's smile never faltered as she brought her bprathd brushed back Gabrielle's
blond hair. Her hand returned to Gabrielle's back.

Gabrielle smiled warmly and finished the distandtwer eyes closing.

The warrior's eyes closed on connecting with dilg. Her right hand entangled in
Gabrielle's hair in the back.

The Amazon Queen had all the control of the kig® Eept it light with heat lips
against consuming lips.

Xena opened her mouth in submission for her partner

Gabrielle carefully slipped her tongue through tasled more of Xena. Her tongue
was met by Xena's in the passion. Her body screawtadshivers of desire.

Xena moaned softly while letting the younger woreaplore her mouth. Gradually,
she pressed onward and carefully glided her tongoghe other woman's mouth.

The warrior-bard greeted it in her own strong mdime sensed her chest tightening
from no air but she wanted more.

Xena sensed it and gave more for the last sec&@m#sknew herself now, there was
no going back. She gave small moan and began guivay.

Gabrielle did the same and smiled.
The Warrior Princess smiled back and didn't neeshyoanything.

The short warrior squeezed Xena's hand she skill Moving, she laid down on
Xena.

The older woman wrapped her arms around Gabrielle.
"This will take awhile," uttered Gabrielle.

"I know." Xena kissed her partner's forehead. "Yiame your fears to work through.”
She smiled. "I'll help, be part of the solutionte®d of the issue.”

"No, you were part of the solution earlier." Gabeeighed. "If you hadn't left, |
wouldn't have thought hard about it." She chuckl@de'd still be tromping around



the world with me in denial about women."
"Oooh, so now you like women better?" teased theiara

"Well on the bases of what | can compare. You khow to kiss and know where to
touch while the men I've known haven't." The Amagareen grinned but lost it. "It's
just a matter of experience for me to decide."

"I'm the guinea pig too." Xena grinned. "l can'titwa
"You have such confidence." The small woman litbed head with a smirk. "Why?"

Xena tilted her head and emotions floated in heseyBecause | can see | already
have you." She smiled with care. "Wait till you seall, you'll be amazed," taunted
the warrior in sensual voice. She leaned forwadif@essed her lips against her
friend's forehead.

Gabrielle chuckled and rested her head back dowreopartner's chest. "Thank you
for understanding."

"For you, of course."” The warrior grinned. "Anybaoelge | would have-"

"Blocked them out ten thousand leagues away." @idiaughed deeply but went
serious at a thought entering her mind. She sauupf Xena's arms. "Why would
you do that for me?"

"Because | love you, Gabrielle." The warrior hag@aried look. "Please understand
that above all." She shook her head. "Do you?"

"I do but still... you've loved other people and..."

"I know," whispered the watrrior. "I've never shotinem another chance." She sighed.
"l can't explain it, it's just the way | feel abowiu." She paused. "Just like the way
you felt when | died two years ago." She took Gala’s hands. "Or that moment |
came back to life. The way you feel when | turn andle at you. When we're in a
crowd, | close in on you while you stand there imgit You notice nobody but me and
that feeling you have." She noticed Gabrielle dioser eyes in memory, those
feelings washing over her. Xena sat up and leameebfd. Her lips brushed
Gabrielle's. "You know how | feel, when this happérshe sealed her lips with the
warrior-bard's.

Gabrielle chuckled after the kiss. "Oh yeah, yovehme pegged.”

"Good." The Warrior Princess smiled then releassdiend. "Let's go find your
Amazons before they think | did something to you."

The small warrior chuckled deeply. "Yeah." Shegobut of the bed and grabbed her
partner's armor.

Xena came over and felt her partner slip the awndner. She began buckling one
side while Gabrielle did the other side. "Thanks."

Gabrielle smiled when she came around and helt@utriend's weapons.

The Warrior Princess put them in their places anghed back her black bangs. "I



still have a headache."

"Hold on." The warrior-bard went to the saddlebagd dug through the medical kit.
"Are we going to leave today?"

"Yeah if you're ready.” Xena sat down and grabbsdhioots. She slipped them on
and laced them up. "l take it you want to head liacke Nation."

"I better, Ephiny was worried about everything."tb@elle grinned while coming over
with two white pills. "Especially about trying to.convert me."

The warrior stopped tying her boots and peeredWwipat?"

The warrior-bard chuckled and squatted down. "ladoell she sicked Solari and Ep
on me to see if | was in denial or if | really ddmve an interesting in women."

Xena corked an eyebrow. "Convert?"
Gabrielle dropped her shoulders. "Funny ha ha."d@@immed. "Can't ya take a joke?"

The older woman smirked. "Of course.” She went liadking her boots. "So, you
think they... converted you?"

"Oh so funny." The Queen sighed. "You realizelidla joke in the Nation for a lllong
time."

"Uh huh." Xena sat up. "Ep and Solari will romp@and saying they converted you to
the dark side." She took the pills from Gabrielle.

"What is that?" Gabrielle sat down on the cornahefbed. "The dark side?" She
grinned.

The warrior chuckled. "Probably their idea of ackrback on society.” She shrugged.

"Probably." The small warrior chuckled but had heghinking. "You know, it is a
person's choice in the end.”

"About their preference?" questioned Xena. Sheditier head back and popped the
pills in and were swallowed.

"Yes... somewhat." The Amazon Queen paused. "Emdtarhphysical attraction it
isn't their choice." She shrugged. "But it is tleegon's choice in the end who they go
to bed with."

"They just may not like it," stated Xena with a $ihgain.
"Yeah really." The younger woman chuckled. "Whatwathus and public?"

The Warrior Princess sighed deeply. "We'll keep thivate right now, okay?" She
paused. "Neither of us need that pressure forsditralone you."

Gabrielle nodded in agreement. "Definitely." Shieiged a little. "l have to admit
though, you kiss a lot better than Ephiny."

Xena did a doubletake. "Ephiny?"



"Uh oh..." The small warrior cringed. "That was alrgg of the lips." She held up
her hands momentarily. "l think she did it to jaebw me what a kiss with a female
could be like."

The warrior arched an eyebrow. "And I'm suppodesieeve this?"

Gabrielle looked hard and noticed her partner's blyes were twinkling. "Yesss." She
mock glared. "You know she didn't mean anythingtBy

"Uh huh." Xena laughed it off and stood up. Sheeawver and stood tall. "Ready to
go?"

"You're not going to do anything to Eph huh?"

"Nahhh." The older woman grinned.

The warrior-bard gave a skeptic look. "I'd hope'h8he grinned back.
The warrior smiled softly. "Come on, let's go." Stedd out her hand.

Gabrielle took the large hand and felt herself @dwlp. She couldn't help but notice
the huge smile on her partner's lips. "You're yeaMcited about this."

Xena nodded. "l am." She grinned. "Aren't you?"

The small woman weighed that and had to agreeavdimile creasing her lips. "Yeah,
| am too." She paused. "I'm just glad it is withuyéeel safer.”

"Good." The warrior kissed her partner's forehdwemhtgrabbed her saddlebag.
Gabrielle opened the door and waited.

The taller woman went out and heard Gabrielle Wlbehind. She came down the
steps and went down them briskly. Her soul wasvesVand awakened by her new
findings.

The warrior-bard saw the bounce in her friend'skpiaimade her grin. Yet inside
herself, she couldn't deny her excitement and dingpteteness.

Xena headed for the stable and found Argo. SheHefsaddle in the stall and came
back out.

Gabrielle waited outside and had begun moving ofe® was out. They were silent
on the way over but the physical talked more. Mtfshe hadn't noticed, then
Gabrielle picked up on the fact she had walkedetlts Xena than normal. She
chuckled at this.

"What?" asked the warrior.

"You aren't noticing?"

"How close we're walking together?" The warriomged.
Gabrielle looked up then nodded. "Yeah, exactly."

The Warrior Princess rubbed her friend's back faroment and went up the steps for



the inn the Amazons were staying in.

"l hope this works out."

"It will," promised the watrrior.

~*Part 6*~

Gabrielle came into the hut and groaned. "Godsyghtthey'd never let us go."

"Really," grumbled the warrior. She shut the damrghly and put the saddlebags over
on the table. The placed her weapons on the table.

The small warrior entangled her fingers in her.Hd8ihey didn't stop with the
guestions. Gods!"

Xena grinned finally and turned around. "It's okiéagy'll be off our backs for a few."

"You really believing that?" The Queen dropped lemds but her hair was still
askew.

The Warrior Princess laughed quietly at the si§he neared and ran her fingers
through the blond hair, having straightening it. ¥es because if they don’t..." She
didn't need to finish the sentence.

Gabrielle smiled at the protection. She shivereti@feeling and closed her eyes.
"Are you okay?" asked the concerned warrior. Slasgd her partner's shoulders.
"Yeah." The Queen opened her mint green eyesstlike that."

The older woman raised an eyebrow in question. 'firb&ection?"

"Uh huh."

Xena grinned and said quietly, "Wait till the owsigip comes." She let go of her
friend and strolled off.

"Hey, | don't remember signing any agreement abaurtership.” Gabrielle grinned at
her joke.

"Not yet," responded the warrior. "Wait till late6Ehe walked over to the bed and
hopped on it. She stretched out her legs and adsseone ankle over the other. She
laid her head down on her hands and closed her eyes

"Need to take naps in your old age?"

The warrior grinned and opened her eyes. "Yup, ttaj@n?"

"Sure." Gabrielle climbed into the bed and had bpegawling over the larger body.
Xena grinned and grabbed Gabrielle's sides.

"Yaaaa!" The small warrior felt herself lifted upen tossed onto her back in the
middle of the bed. Her body was then pinned dowXéya. "Alright, you're a little
bigger than me, | don't think this is fair."



The Warrior Princess grinned while having heldgh®ll woman's wrists. "You just
need to figure out how to control me."

"Well that's not possible.” The younger woman geithn
"Mmmm, you could if you wanted too."
Gabrielle thought then slowly smiled. "Lie down ime."

The warrior grinned and carefully lowered her bodytop of the other woman's
smaller frame.

The small woman felt the cool brass touch her akith she shivered. She wrapped her
arms around Xena and soaked in the feeling of lgaXena's body entirely cover her.

Xena tucked her head into her partner's neck anspeted, "Comfortable?"
"Uh huh."” The Queen sighed contently. "l feel pretell safe.”

The warrior chuckled but what she knew Gabrielindirealize, was that she kept
some of her weight off the smaller woman. She waddut to put her full weight
with armor on Gabrielle.

"So, tell me a little about two women."
Xena laughed softly and inquired, "What you warknow?"

"I don't know." Gabrielle shrugged. "How is it diifent compared with a guy...
relationship wise?"

"Not much relationship wise." The watrrior fell gitebut added, "Maybe more
emotional.”

"Yeah that's true." The small warrior sighed sadlyn nervous about this," she
admitted quietly.

The warrior lifted her head. "Don't be." She reachp and brushed back blond bangs.
"Just enjoy it."

"Yeah but | know how you feel about me, I'm freakédhurt you."
Xena grinned. "Its hard to dent this warrior's artho
Gabrielle shot a skeptical look. "Come now, we datbw that's not true.”

The older woman laughed quietly. "Alright maybe y@un dent my armor out of
anybody." She lowered her head and without warrshg,rolled to her right and
brought Gabrielle with her.

The Queen found herself on top of Xena now. "Neswwi
"Don't mind?"

"Oh no." Gabrielle crossed her arms on Xena's dhestlowered her chin. "This
won't be easy."



Xena shifted her mind back to the topic earlier '™ it won't be hard as it could.”
She shaped a grin on her lips. "We do know eaaddr otrknown for..."

"Four plus years," finished Gabrielle with a chugckl

"Has it been that long?" whispered the warrior. iHi has." She huffed and focused
her attention back on her partner. "Four yoursys&now what each other is about.”

"Oh come on." The Queen gave a questioning exessyou can't tell me you're a
little different as a..."

"Girlfriend," teased the older woman.

"Girlfriend, significant other, whatever you wantdall it. But you can't tell me you
won't treat me differently?"

"I will," agreed the warrior. "Everything is juselyhtened. My love, protection,
ownership, my touch, everything."

Gabrielle grinned. "Even the jealousy?"
"Especially the jealousy," Xena joked back.
"Oh boy this spells trouble."

"Only for the people that..."

Gabrielle chuckled at the unfinished sentence.cBfsed her eyes and relaxed.
"Dinner is going to be soon."

Xena sighed. "Yes and | didn't get my nap."
"Old woman," taunted the warrior-bard.
"Takes one to know one," teased back the warrior.

"Whatever," grumbled the small woman. "I'm young &ull of life." She faintly
yawned. "And | say this as | yawn."

Xena laughed and then had begun running her fipgaup and down the small
woman's back.

"Mmmm that's nice." She laid her head down on laetner's chest. "Darn, there was
something | wanted to say and can't remember what."

The older woman corked a grin. "Old woman."

"Sssh, don't tell me that... I'm just having a semament.” Gabrielle licked her lips
and tried to remember. "Oh gods | can't rememl&hé’ had started giggling. "This is
sad."

Xena chuckled and closed her eyes. "You realizk me2d a plan for tonight?"
"Hmmm with the Amazons?"

"Uh huh."



"We'll stay here." Gabrielle had second thought®, 'my stomach won't let me."
"Nor will your Amazons."

"Xena, I'll just let you do whatever you want wititem."

Xena evilly grinned. "Really?"

"As long as they're still alive." Gabrielle liftdebr head. "Then again, you'd do
something evil."

The tall woman batted her eyes. "Never."

"Cha'right." The younger woman lowered her headmii] you know it was funny
what happened to us earlier.”

"What was that?"

"When you tried jumping me from the trees and waeehup on top of each other.”
Gabrielle snickered. "l really jumped off you."

"l was about to have a heart attack." The wareeealed. "l thought you were angry
or | just plain did something wrong."

"Nah you did the right thing, I just didn't knowait the time." Gabrielle breathed
deeply and relaxed again. "Kinda funny now."

"Wasn't at the time."

"It is now."

"Then it wasn't."

Gabrielle looked up and laughed. "Just admit itsjunow."
Xena grinned. "If you admit it wasn't funny at tirae."

"Oh gods." The warrior-bard groaned and droppechbad onto her partner's chest.
"Stubborn,” she taunted.

"Just like you."

Gabrielle huffed and moved her hands to push dawhen friend's stomach. She
found the stomach hard and solid. "I knew you hadral stomach, but gods."

Xena opened her eyes again and grinned. "You'rertbeo talk."

"I know | have muscles but not like you." The warfbard pressed down again.
The warrior groaned like she was in agony.

The small woman glared but grinned as well.

Xena tweaked her lips with a loving smile.

Gabrielle smiled back and her eyes softened. Simetedown and kissed her partner



gently.

The Warrior Princess sighed contently. "Ready foner?"

"l think ssso." The Queen rolled off her partned &owunced onto her feet.

Xena got up and went to the table. She clippedenrsWord and hooked her chakram.
"I'm amazed," whispered Gabrielle. "My sais didiité you."

The warrior glanced back and chuckled becauseustiegalized too that Gabrielle
didn't removed her sais in the bed. "I'm lucky.&$finned.

"Sorry about that." The small warrior came over heditant, at first, but encircled the
warrior's waist. She studied the older woman wh#eing reached up to caress the
warrior's face. Her eyes continually searched &ednghispered, "You are really
beautiful."

Xena smiled very warmly. "Not quite like you," stesponded quietly. She lowered
her head and whispered, "You're an amazing womabhri@le. You do realize this?"
She tilted the small woman's head up carefully Wwehfingertips under the Queen's
chin.

"No," answered Gabrielle. "It must be in the eyemy... beholder."

Xena smiled warmly and lowered her head closdové you." She finished the
distance and lightly kissed her partner.

Gabrielle smiled and only faintly because she retdg/return the sentiment Xena
gives her. She knew the only reason she did notrrét was because she felt like it
would bind her to Xena. Was she prepared for thgttyet? That was her wondering
guestion inside.

The warrior could see this, and she wouldn't denzatidng from her partner. She
would give the patience Gabrielle asked for withangument. "Ready?"

"Yeah," whispered Gabrielle.
The Warrior Princess kissed her friend's forehezdrk leaving the hut.
The Queen followed behind and shut the door oméneout.

Together they walked along towards the food hufoigethey even made it there, they
bumped into Solari.

The second in command shot the biggest smug Iaakaky looky, it's the
girlfriends."

Gabrielle groaned and whispered to her best friddidle me."

Xena grinned then glanced at the Amazon. "Sola's 1 that neck?" She grinned
while having rubbed her own in tease.

Solari coughed and cleared her throat. "Its fishe grinned. "I'll take that as a hint."
Her eyes focused on Gabrielle. "You know, Ep aacklpretty proud we got to



convert you."

The Queen's shoulders dropped. "Ha, ha." She gldriedew this was going to be a
joke."

The second in command suddenly went serious. "Tullghwe're glad you decided to
be yourself... not listen to all the society ruckuste smiled. "I know I'm happy
about it, Eph was ecstatic... her feathers weredlyigh."

"Well, its not official,” stated the Queen.

The Amazon corked an eyebrow and grinned. "Yoelisg me, you're gonna pass
up somebody like Xena?" She peered up at the warrio

The Warrior Princess just smirked back.

Gabrielle grabbed her second in command's shoulthos but | just need to be
comfortable." She squeezed the woman's shouldegarela small push while having
released her.

The Amazon chuckled. "Right of course... something;nenderstandable.”
The Queen grinned. "Thanks." She looked up at Xd&eady?"

The warrior nodded.

"We'll catch you at dinner, Solari."

"Yeah." The Amazon watched the couple went thencglied, "We're having a party
tonight!"

"Oh Hades!" yelled Gabrielle after having cringed.
Eponin slid down the log and bumped her side agamsQueen. "How's it gone?"
Gabrielle grinned. "Alright, how about you?" Sheked back at the fire.

"Not too bad." The weapons master drank a littlbexfale and then asked, "How are
you and Xena doing?"

"Ep, Xena and | haven't seen you in what... threelleamarks. Nothing much has
changed.”

"Yeah right," muttered the weapons master befowenlgesnickered.
The Queen rolled her eyes. "Talk about gossip akatound here."

"Got that right," chided the Amazon. Suddenly, &estrong hands slam down on
her shoulders and squeeze roughly.

"Eponin, mind scooting down?" said Xena with a sweéce. "l wouldn't mind
sitting beside my partner.”

The weapons master thought her shoulders would"yeah sure,” she squeaked.



She stood up. "Take the whole log." She whirlediadoand grinned at the warriors.
She tipped her mug at them and said, "Have a l@aaning." She snickered then
strolled off.

"Gods | want to leave," muttered Gabrielle.
The warrior sat down and wrapped an around GaéseNaist. "Yeah?"

"Uh huh."” The small woman rested her head on Xeseslder. "These guys are
getting overlly nosey, Xena."

The older woman sighed in agreement. "Want somsopat space?" she whispered
seriously.

"Yes, actually." Gabrielle closed her eyes. "Kirfdincomfortable with them all
eyeing us twenty four seven."

The Warrior Princess crinkled her nose up. "Yeagree." She lowered her head
onto Gabrielle's. "We'll leave tomorrow huh?"

"Sounds good, thank you."
"You're welcome," whispered the warrior.

The small warrior stayed silent but then decideslwhnted to feel more of Xena. So
she shifted a little, having wrapped her arms adate warrior's body and dropped
her head down on Xena's chest.

Xena smiled and kept her right arm secure aroungdrner. "How you feel?"

"Bit tired." Gabrielle grinned a little while hawgnvatched the Amazons ahead
dancing around the fire, chanting. "l think | needit here and watch women dance."

The older woman laughed. "Broaden your horizonk@"teased.
"Exactly." The warrior-bard sighed after havingrang"Who looks good up there?"

The warrior peered up and chewed on her lowetTipat one." She pointed with free
hand.

Gabrielle watched that Amazon for a moment and slogvdanced, the way she used
her body. "She's good but... not as good as thatvemd&ehind her."”

Xena's blue eyes flickered over to that Amazon.hvigall, Xena had to agree, she
hadn't noticed that Amazon. "She's definitely bétte

"Mmm, she's pretty hot too," teased Gabrielle.
The warrior gave a skeptic look. "Now you're jusyiag that."

"Fine, I'll just go... kiss her. She wouldn't refube Queen." The Queen started
standing up.

The darker woman grabbed Gabrielle's wrist atalsedecond while having stood up.
"I don't think so." She grinned and pulled Gabeefl. "Remember the jealous part?"



She corked an eyebrow.
"Oooh, is it kicking in?" Gabrielle grinned.

"Very," said the warrior lowly. She stood tall, ke@ted down, her cobalt eyes
piercing, and brass armor flickering from the figdowly, she shaped a grin onto her
lips. "You don't want to make your girlfriend jeak"

The smaller warrior had cracked up laughing overjtike. "But you're so cute when
you're jealous."”

"I'm not cute," stated the warrior.
"You're cute,” returned the small woman. "Very cute

Xena huffed and rolled her eyes. She moved clasgeacircled her friend's waist.
"Only in the eyes of my... beholder.”

Gabrielle grinned and was about to move in forss kiut realized she was in public.
The warrior saw the hesitation. "Your call,” sheispered.

"Oh Hades," growled the Queen. "We're with the Aomasz" She reached up and
pulled Xena's head down lower.

Xena's lips were captured in a passionate kissdgdve the other warrior in closer,
having tried to keep her feeling safe.

Gabrielle pulled away gradually and whispered, ‘tMaasn't bad."
The Warrior Princess laughed deeply and smiledp&\o
The younger woman pulled Xena in and held her.

The tall woman had a soft smile while she held &dlbr She kissed the small
warrior's temple. "l love you," she whispered. Shased a smile from Gabrielle.
"You want to head back?" She nuzzled her partneck. "I know you're tired after
today."

"And considering us old folk had no sleep," teatbedshort warrior.
"Especially that."

Gabrielle chuckled and said, "I'm ready but | denw if I'll make it to the hut." She
kissed Xena's chest lightly because it felt rigbtarn tired."

Xena had begun shifting her arms.

The Amazon Queen found herself lifted up into hetieer's arms. "Wooo0, jeez." She
laughed faintly. "This is new." She wrapped an around Xena's neck.

"I've done it before."
The warrior-bard grinned. "Yeah, when | was injuted

"Same difference.” Xena shrugged and turned. Shédukfor their hut at a mild pace.



"I'm not that heavy."
"You weigh tons," Xena teased.
"Oh boy, there goes my confidence down to Tarttirus.

The older woman laughed and kissed her friend&hfesd. "l can feel the difference
in weight since the last time | carried you, yesuYhave a lot more muscles,
Gabrielle." She grinned. "Muscle weighs more theti' f

"Really?"
"Uh huh." Xena grinned. "Odd huh?"

The Queen chuckled. "Yeah, kinda is." She glimpsezt and saw their hut. "Oooh
think you can make it?"

"Sure, maybe I'll do some flips on the way oveh&Twarrior suddenly found her
partner clinging to her.

"I still hate heights."

The Warrior Princess laughed and neared the hutnritiiremember when you almost
fell into the lava pit?"

"Gods, how could | forget?" Gabrielle reached cued opened the door. "l wonder
how Velesca is doing down there." She chuckled.

"I'm sure she's plenty warm." Xena went in, andkéetthe door closed. She went over
to the bed and laid Gabrielle down. She knelt dtdvem untied her friend's boots.

"I can do that."

"It's alright." The warrior grinned. "So can |. Reland go to sleep.”" She watched
Gabrielle settle back down before having continuetying the boots. After having

the boots off, she stood up and tossed them &Sidenoted Gabrielle's eyes close and
relaxing.

Xena went over to the table, took her weaponsboibts, and then armor.

Gabrielle the entire time watched. She studiedahedark, blue eyed warrior shift
through the room with such power. Then she look#d aer heart and saw nothing
but pure love flowing off the warrior. Finally skearched Xena with her soul and
saw the warrior was missing half her soul. Galeikliew where the other half of
Xena's soul laid.

The warrior turned around after having taken heraaroff.

Gabrielle climbed out of bed. Her eyes were sofitrgreen and her expression
emotional.

Xena became worried immediately. "Gabrielle?"

The warrior-bard came right up and wrapped her amosnd Xena.



The Warrior Princess quickly pulled her partnetigihtly, worried. "What's wrong?"
she whispered.

The Amazon Queen dug her head into Xena's chedtashdegun crying.
The warrior then knew what was going on. "Sssshpkay."

Gabrielle lifted her head and smiled warmly.

Xena smiled back and carefully wiped her frienders away.

The small woman smiled more and pulled Xena's lkead for a soft kiss. At the
end of the kiss, she kept her hand behind Xenals aved whispered. "I love you so
much, Xena."

The binding had begun.

Xena took her turn to cry and kissed Gabrielle baitk pure love. After the kiss, she
lifted Gabrielle up.

The warrior-bard wrapped her legs around the waalimng with her arms.

The dark warrior backed up and sat on the bedp8ied Gabrielle in and settled her
into her lap.

They held tight to each other, no distance betwieem.
"l want you, Xena," whispered Gabrielle. "To Haeeth society."

"Thank you," uttered the warrior. She tilted Galteie head up and kissed her with
her soul's desire. She smiled once the kiss was ®ie by bit, Gabrielle... as
promised.”

Gabrielle smiled back. "Until you become me."
"And | become you."

"Then we'll be one," whispered the small warrior.
Xena had a pure smile. "Soul mates."

"Only in the eyes of my soul mate, exactly." Gallegikaughed quietly and had begun
another warm, long kiss.

For Xena and Gabrielle such a mere time as foneasronly the beginning to the
endless end of love. The soul mates were sentheteternal, completion cycle of
love.

The End



