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~*Part 1*~

"This is disgusting Xena!"

The warrior slowly lifted her head towards Gabaedt hearing her raving. "We'll be
there soon."

"I don't care." Gabrielle was ahead of her Soulmaaig she sloshed around to face her
partner. "My idea of a vacation doesn't mean traggkhrough ankle deep mud."

Xena bit back a huge grin. "Sorry." She let that gopme free now. "But we did have
a nice day yesterday."

"That was yesterday." The Queen grumbled and shiffég attention to her stallion
beside her. "This is nasty huh Torqueo?"

The stallion nickered and bobbed his head up amdhdo

The warrior came up beside her partner with Argdenright. "Well... at least when
we make it to mother's we'll get a nice bath."

"If we make it to Amphipolis." The small warriorlggtered the mud everywhere with
a hard stomp of her foot. "With this mud we're lalo get stuck in it."

Xena quietly laughed and kept walking along heatimggsucking sound following
her. The sucking directly coming from her bootdipglout of the mud and back in. "I
can't control the weather love."



The warrior-bard grinned. "Why not? You can do gtleng else."

The Warrior Princess laughed and stopped walkiagnaglf | could we'd be in
paradise now." She gave a wink.

Gabrielle came up to her partner and stood in then almost black mud. "Thanks."
Her right hand rested on her sai that was in hikmiogv. She'd moved them from her
boots to her belts to keep the mud from them. 8aedd up and kissed her Soulmate
and went back to trekking through the slosh muldapes to survive it. "Egypt...

gotta remember that. I'll be in Egypt soon." Sheegadragged out sigh. "Wishful
thinking."

The warrior faced her mare. "We need to lightenudgehuh?"
The war-horse nodded in complete agreement.

"Yeah | agree.... Now | just need a..." Xena's eyestaddo her partner's back then
lowered to the nasty mud. "Plllan." The evilesgahs took the watrrior's lips, she
slowly bent down after releasing Argo's rein. "Betjet out of the way girl... this will
be crazy."

Argo quickly obeyed and suctioned in the mud outviy from her owner when she
straightened back up.

Gabrielle kept taking huge steps through the ugigm
"Gabrielle!"

"Yeah?" The young warrior turned around quicklyt Blae regretted it even quicker
as mud came flying at her and stuck to her face.

Xena had a cat grin on her lips, as she stoodhétthands all muddy. She bent down
to pick up more mud and stand up with her handsggbehind her back.

The Amazon Queen's head moved up and down aslshsed her reins. "Torqueo,
get out of the way."

Torqueo quickly trotted through the mud to get @iuthe battle zone.

Gabrielle reached up to her face slowly wipingried off while walking up to her
Soulmate. "You know Xena... | trust you to watch nagck." Her head was still
bobbing up and down while she smeared the mudleeiace. "But no, instead
you're throwing mad at me from behind." She camletnip to Xena, her face smeared
with the mud.

Xena bit her lower lip from laughing and she mundideit, "Sorry slip of the hand...
you know." Her hands were still behind her back

Gabrielle put her hands on her hips. "Right." Séréega loud laugh. She slowly
leaned down to lift up a handful of mud. "You kneince we're Soulmates...."
Gabrielle raised herself back up. "You should jmi@." The small woman quickly
smeared all the mud into her partner's face anteleband slide down to Xena's neck.

The warrior's tongue ran across her molars abitsud fell off her face. "Right."



She suddenly brought both hands from behind hé¢ &ad rubbed mud into her best
friend's hair.

"Xena!"

Xena eyes widen and she laughed as she brokermihgufrom her Soulmate. She
wasn't going very fast either.

Gabrielle came running up from behind while shakhlmgmud from her hair. "You
are going to be covered in mud when you get youiordt

"That is if you can get me!"

The warrior-bard poured everything into her run ahd was catching up easily. That
was due to the fact she was smaller and lightshsacould move through the mud
faster unlike her Soulmate. Now she found hersgiitron Xena's heels and she took
a deep breath to send herself flying through theGabrielle caught a hold of her
partner's legs and sent them both crashing intontine

Xena laughed and rolled onto her back.

Gabrielle quickly jumped on top of her warrior gmdned her as best as possible.
"Don't start something you can't finish Xena."

"Oh | am not worried about that." The warrior's ®yeinkled and she suddenly rolled
them both so that she was on top of Gabrielle.

The warrior-bard broke out laughing at seeing lzetner's body cover in mud. She'd
begun laughing so hard her stomach hurt and skgbttvicurl up yet couldn't with
Xena's hold.

Xena kept a tight grasp on Gabrielle's wrists ae@yiat on her legs. She let a grin slip
into place and she lowered her head down closahriéle's.

Gabrielle only broke out laughing more, her eyetewag. "Oh gods, you look so
funny."

The Warrior Princess sighed and let go of the ot@man. Then she decided to end
the laughing with a strong kiss to Gabrielle's.lips

The Queen moaned in the kiss and then felt cold ety spread over her stomach.
"Xena," was mumbled out of her mouth.

Xena lifted her head back up with her twinkling £y&oin me... my Soulmate."”
Without further warning the warrior was smearingdall over Gabrielle's body and
leaping off the small form.

Gabrielle flipped onto her feet and glared at meirling Soulmate. "Oh you're so
toast warrior." She bent down and started throwmgl at Xena.

The warrior tried ducking out of the way but wasdihng no success in doing so.
Taking an alternate route, she did a back flimtallbehind her partner. Xena scooped
Gabrielle up and held her tightly. "We're havingrtach fun."

The warrior-bard laughed at her brown-faced wartidike mud... now."



"Good."

The Queen nuzzled her muddy face against Xena'slymetk. She really didn't care
at this point since they both were caked in mudwWN know why pigs wallow in
mud."

Xena snickered and released the smaller womaretmtid ground. "Well... now
where were we?"

"Heading to Amphipolis before this mud war."

"Right." Xena gazed down to the two horses thatgtexred at the pair with just
dumb-founded looks.

Both Soulmates suddenly broke out laughing at theises.

Torqueo looked to Argo.

Argo looked to Torqueo.

The stallion huffed and threw his head up.

Argo shrugged her shoulders and started trudgiroggh the mud to her owner.

Torqueo whined in a laugh and started trotting @ltango to his owner. When he
came up to Gabrielle he sniffed her and went irfioba whining laughter.

The Queen put her hands her hips and stared atdigon. "Laugh it up Torqueo...
see if you get any feed tonight."

Torqueo suddenly stopped laughing and straightarseegdosture out into seriousness.
Xena snickered and took her mare's reins. "Donitex@n think about it girl."
Argo batted her eyes and started walking besidewaer.

Gabrielle sighed while walking along beside Xenaellwore like trudging along
side Xena.

~F ok Kk

Cyrene heard a small boom from her stables outsashe went around the bar and
briskly walked outside into the cool day. She wdlkait onto the porch and gazed
over to her stables glancing in for the reasomefitoom. She didn't see anything and
began to climb down the steps and once on the drtwm people came trundling out
of the stable like they owned it. Cyrene starethaim totally baffled. Baffled because
it was certainly two women but covered in dried nyatquickly she figured out who
it was and her face brightened up. "Xena... Gabrighat in Hades happened to you
both?" Her hands went to her hips.

Xena smiled brightly.

Gabrielle however gave a very sheepish smile. "Lsingy Cyrene." Her head lifted to
her Soulmate. "But your daughter had a big hantd'in

"Me?" Xena lowered her attention to Gabrielle. "Yoere the one complaining about



the mud... | just decided to do something about it."

The bard laughed and shook her head. "Right... kgegaging that... you owe me."
The warrior gave a wink. "l think | can get you tdorgive me."

Gabrielle raised an eyebrow but quickly face Cyragain. "How you been Cyrene?"
"Quite well little one. You? You look well theseyda'

The Queen nodded with a sigh. "Definitely."

"Good." Cyrene smiled and glimpsed up to her daerghbear how are you?"

"I'm wonderful mother." Xena crossed her arms agjdier muddy chest. "Mind if
Gabrielle and | stay for a while?"

"Not at all." The innkeeper gave a small grin. Hiay you both... but..."
"Understandable." Gabrielle laughed and faced betr@ate. "Get our stuff?"
"I'll take care of it. Get a bath ready."

The Queen groaned. "More like ten of them." Shetwmenway.

Xena went her way back into the stable to colleeirtthings.

Cyrene led the small warrior into the inn. "How Bawu and Xena been?"
"We're doing well Cyrene."

The tavern owner rapidly stopped walking when slreecto the steps and she turned
to Gabrielle. "Gabrielle, please call me mom... amglother then Cyrene." She gave
a sad smile. "You're my daughter."

The warrior-bard dropped her eyes. "Thank you." élg&s came back up. "Wasn't
sure if | still was allowed too."

"Of course you are." Cyrene started climbing tlepstwith Gabrielle behind. "Just
because you caked my daughter in mud doesn't neeaoan't call me mom."

Gabrielle's mouth dropped. "Me cake Xena in mudlaédgh escaped her from her
lips. "She started the mud war."

"My daughter... never." The innkeeper gave a hugeghile walking down the hall.
"Don't worry sweety, I'll help you get even withriie

"l was counting on that." The Queen snickered ascsime to Xena's old room. She
went in first.

Xena's mother walked over to the washroom and btgdaal with filling the tub.
"How long are you and Xena planing to stay?"

"We're not sure yet." Gabrielle began to help Cgréme're planing to leave for
Egypt for vacation but we wanted to visit with yingt."



The tavern owner smiled to the bard. "Thank you."

The young warrior's lips masked into a warm snidaytime mom... | know we
haven't visit in a long time."

"No... it's been lonely here."

"Toris hasn't come by?"

Both Cyrene and Gabirielle turned their heads toXsea in the room.

"No dear." The mother shook her head. "He haseh Iy in three months I'd say."
The warrior dropped the saddlebags on the bedswid from him?"

"Afraid not." The innkeeper poured the last buaietot water in. "I'm a bit worried."

"Knowing Toris | am sure he's fine." Gabrielle seadiCyrene first then gazed over to
her Soulmate for conformation but received non.efihagain... he is Xena's brother
and could get into-"

"Gabrielle." The warrior had growled out her frisxdame in warning.

Cyrene quietly laughed and glanced over to her lg@u'g best friend. "I'm sure you're
right sweety."

"I'm sure he'll come around for Solstice mother..alveays does."
The innkeeper glanced over to her daughter. "l Isapéear.”

Xena took a few steps into the washroom. "MotHdrgeidoesn't show soon or we
don't hear from him soon Gabrielle and | will finoh."

The older woman smiled up to her daughter. "Thamk'yShe then let a grin take her
lips. "Well, I'll let you both bathe because | wdwe able to take you both seriously
any longer." She quickly powered walked over todber.

Gabrielle lifted her eyes up to her partner. "ls slging to say something?"
Xena shrugged her shoulders.

Cyrene broke out laughing and left the room iragll while quietly closing the door.
Her laughter could be heard all the way down tHe ha

The Queen grinned to her Soulmate. "We must loakftany."
"Well... you do anyway."

"Oh oh..." Gabrielle paced up to her warrior. "Wédlke a good look in the mirror
yourself beautiful.”

The Warrior Princess slowly raised a high eyebrdwnly look as beautiful as you."

"Right." The warrior-bard ambled over to the tuBo'.. how are we going to do
this?" Her hands were on her hips. "I mean ouhel®tare covered in mud too."



"Well..." The tall woman came up behind her youngnearand put her hands to
Gabrielle's hips as well. "We need to clean outhes too." She lifted the small
woman up.

"Xena!" Gabrielle tried to struggle out of Soulniateands but was instead dunked
into the tub with clothes and all. She popped hgzbkut of the water with the mud
running down her face and chest into the water.

The warrior smirked at her Soulmate.

"Thanks... now you owe me twice."

"If I join you | won't?"

Gabrielle thought about that for a moment. "Nope."

"Good." The warrior quickly climbed into the tubttviall of her clothes, boots, and
weapons.

The warrior-bard's mouth hung open. "l can't béigv.. the Warrior Princess isn't
worried about rusting her weapons out."

"A good warrior only buys non-rusting weapons Gelbi" The warrior grinned to
her partner.

"Very true." The warrior-bard reached to her sisethe water to flip out her sais. She
gazed at them to see the mud gone now then shedpilaem on the floor. Standing
up Gabrielle felt the dirt mud roll down her bodydanto the water to make it brown.
She lifted her right boot to untie it.

Xena did the same, standing, and untying her bdatsng them both she dunked
them into the murky water and rubbed them withHaards to clean them.

The Amazon Queen followed her Soulmate's exampiel toerself of the mud in the
small spots of her boots. After that she tossemhtteethe floor and slipped down into
the murky water again.

The warrior remained standing and took her chalotirwhile cleaning the mud off.
After gently placing the new chakram to the flobe £leaned her sword with its
sheath. It shortly was resting on top of the chakneear the boots. Xena then began to
unbuckle her brass armor.

Gabrielle rapidly stood up in the water letting beads of dark water roll over her
body. "Here."

Xena smiled and turned her back to her Soulmateef@dy she felt small hands work
her brass armor off.

"Tomorrow are we going to send a message to Clesspjat
"Yes." The tall woman slipped out of her armor @hated it into the water.

Gabrielle helped cleaned the brass breastplatélsbél beautiful to go down the
Nile."



The older female smiled to herself. "It will be H&Sbrought the brass armor out of the
warm water and put it on the floor. Next her bracand gauntlets were coming off to
be cleaned and placed with her armor. She onlylefawith her wet brown leathers
that she couldn't be sure where was the mud. "Egypystifying."

The warrior-bard quietly laughed while sitting bagto the tub to let the mud soak
off her leathers. "l can imagine. And romantic &hée

Xena's eyes began to twinkle. "We'll be lucky tckeda through a night without...
possessing each other physically.”

Gabrielle corked an eyebrow as she moved througkutinto press against Xena.
"Why don't you just say it?"

The older woman laughed low and smirked. "We waake it through a night in
Egypt without having sex."

"Mmm much better." The younger warrior leaned icapture her Soulmate's lips.
She slowly pulled back with an evil grin. "But whatikes you think we can't get
through the nights here in Greece without sex?"

A grin tugged at Xena's lips. "True... especialleaftesterday in the forest."
"l told you Xen, it was a bad urge."

"So was mine." The watrrior's lips were in a fulingas her hands rose out of the water
to Gabrielle's shoulders. "Let's get these leatb#rsHer voice was serious.

Gabrielle nodded in agreement and moved her hangiasp the bottom of her
leather top under the water. She saw Xena remavie&her straps and Gabrielle
lifted her leather top off and tossed it to theichaar the entrance to the washroom.
Next she stood in the water to slowly pull off lned-orange skirt and throw it over to
her top. "Your turn."

The Warrior Princess nodded and stood up with gs&lb of the brown water falling
off her body.

Gabrielle stepped closer and pressed her warm &gainst Xena's and pushed the
leather straps off Xena's shoulders.

Xena efficiently slipped out of her leathers tollibem over onto the same chair. She
faced her Soulmate again and leaned down to ca@aioeelle's lips.

The Amazon Queen moaned in the kiss and put helshanXena's hips. She could,
however, still feel the fine grit of the mud in hearrior's skin. She thought that was
something rather different.

The tall woman lifted her head back up and smiladmy. "How about you pull out
some clean clothes for us while | take care ottibe’

"Sure." The young watrrior kissed Xena's cheek amphd out of the tub. She
gathered first the weapons and armor to carry thean the window and spread them
out on the floor there in the late afternoon sliglt. Going back into the washroom
she saw her Soulmate emptying the tub. She tookrd@Xena's leathers into the



bedroom to let them rest on the chairs to dry, hdlyeby tomorrow. Gabrielle
ambled over to the saddlebags and pulled out af sddler leathers for Xena and she
pulled out her red silk pajamas she'd recently hboug

Gabrielle began to stroll into the washroom buppt and turned her head to the
dresser. There on the top of the dresser were ol®. tHer eyes shut at the sight of
the two little dolls while a sad smile creased . Slowly her eyes opened again
and she studied the two dolls on the top of thesine

The dolls had never moved from so many years badkgl Xena and Gabrielle's days
last here. The doll with long black hair still helde other blond haired doll's hand.

The small woman slowly walked up to the two doltstbe top of the dresser with her
sad smile. She released her left hand and kissetippthof her fingers. Her fingertips
came up to the black haired doll's chest to piemetior a moment. "l love you
Xena... for eternity,” she quietly whispered. Galbeiélirned away and padded into
the washroom with the clothes.

Xena glanced up at seeing the clothes as she didbpdast bucket of warm water in.
"It's ready."

The young warrior nodded and placed the clean etottown on the wood chair. Next
she found Xena's arms circling around her and #eiov looking down with a
worried look for Gabrielle still must have had tkad smile.

"You okay?" The watrrior reached up and brushed soin@@abrielle's wet hair back.

"Yeah." The Amazon Queen lifted her eyes up. "3ast... the dolls on the dresser.
Brought back old memories." Her sad smile staya@gog her lips.

That sad smiled mirrored onto Xena's lips. "l kio8he kissed the top of her
Soulmate's forehead. "They won't ever budge fraah plosition.” Xena's face
brightened with a loving smile.

"I know." Gabrielle had a warm smile sweep acrasslips. "Come on." She walked
over to the bathtub with her partner.

The two women climbed in to finally clean the Iags of mud from their bodies and
hair.

~F ok h

Gabrielle stretched her legs out under the tabilifted her attention back up to her
Soulmate and Cyrene's conversation.

They'd just finished with a warm dinner in the coght. Luckily the tavern owner
decided to have the tavern closed for the niglsh®ocould spend time with her
daughters. So here was Xena sitting at the talteriold leathers with Gabrielle
beside her whom was warm in her red pajamas, vdfieHoved. Cyrene was on the
other side of the table talking for the most partd they listened to the faint sounds
of the crackling fire in the background and nibbtedthe small remains of the dinner.

"l can't believe that sweety... you're the Queenlidha Amazons now?"

Gabrielle gave a nod. "l am now."



"That's wonderful." Cyrene leaned forward afterihgsheard from her daughter about
Gabrielle's new reign. "How'd you manage this?"

The warrior-bard smiled and sat up in her seat m¥vell, | ordered challenges
between all the queens. So we went through alkthkallenges and by the end |
managed to be on the top."

The innkeeper quietly laughed. "I hope you didattfgurt either sweety."
Gabrielle's eyes flickered up to Xena.

The warrior knew and spoke coolly. "Gabrielle wasiied by two of the queens but
manage to pull through fine."

The mother glanced between the two women but &fattention on Gabrielle.
"What happened sweety?"

The Amazon Queen sighed and gave a brief explandtiovas hit hard to many
times in my lower abdomen but thankfully my stomaelaled over quickly."

Xena still internally cringed at the memory of I8aulmate's injury that could have
been a lot worse off.

"That's scary Gabrielle. Glad you're alright now."
The young warrior gave a nod. "Me too. Was a gaadesfor Xena and I."

"I'm sure." Cyrene glanced up to her daughter. 'iBuknow my child, she took good
care of you."

The warrior had a stoic expression over her face.

Gabrielle quietly laughed. "Definitely.” She tookleep breath and now dropped her
head against Xena's left arm.

The warrior glanced down to her partner and lifteat arm to encircle Gabrielle's
shoulders. "Tired?"

"Mmm a little." The warrior-bard peered up. "Afteekking through the mud today."
The Warrior Princess gave a small smug look. "T¥ved my intent."
Gabrielle laughed. "I'd believe it."

Cyrene now stood up and collected the platesirikthmay go to bed myself." She
stood with the plates in arms. "We can all talk ¢orow. Sleep well." She studied the
two women still trying to figure out their relatisinip. To whether her daughter and
Gabrielle had repaired their friendship let alooeel relationship. She could only hope
so because soon she'd be probing for answers.

"We will mother. Thanks for dinner."
"You're welcome dear."

"Night mom." Gabrielle smiled and curled more upiagt her Soulmate. "Sleep well



yourself."

"I will little one. Goodnight." Cyrene strolled ove the kitchen door to go in and rid
herself of the dishes.

"Ready for bed?" Xena had her gaze down on Gagériell

"Mmm." The warrior-bard thought for a moment. "irtk | may try to write some
tonight.”

The warrior's lips spread into a smile. "Yeah?"
"l think so." Gabrielle glanced up. "At least tryit's been awhile."

"I know." Xena lifted her eyes up at seeing hermeottome out of the kitchen and
head to the stairs. She flashed a smile to herenaiid lowered her attention to
Gabrielle again. "Give it time, it'll come back."

"I hope so." The Amazon Queen sighed and movethéea to kiss her Soulmate's
shoulder. "What you going to do?"

"I think I'll work on my leathers, they need albtattention." Xena kissed the top of
her partner's head.

"You don't mind if I work on my scrolls down hereX?" Gabrielle took a deep
breath. "I have a feeling | am going to need afqiacing room."

Gabrielle sighed and balled up the parchment tbesed it to the floor below her.

The balled up parchment hit the other ones onltiwe &nd rolled off them to hit the
warm stone floor.

The bard shifted a little as she tried to come ith & new opening line for her story.
Her quill went down to touch the new sheet of pareht but stopped. With a sigh
Gabrielle's eyes turned to the fire next to hee &t on the ledge of the fireplace that
kept her warm. Her attention though went back toAréing. "You can do this
Gabrielle." She took a frustrated breath. "Justtpeitquill to the parchment and let it
flow from your mind like it use to."

The quill came back down to start creating wordshenpaper.

The young warrior stopped writing and glanced batchker opening line. "Now the
Warrior Princess had become less aggressive, mel coiming to a mellow... state...
these days..." Gabrielle shook her head. "What amiting?" A growl escaped her
lips and she wadded up the parchment to let ihcoasthe ground with the others.
"Xena hasn't mellowed out... warriors don't mellow.bHler right hand went through
her short hair. "Why am | bothering to write?" 3ok her head and stared across
the tavern. "lI've lost it."

"You ssso haven't babes."

The room twinkled with pink dust and there appeakptrodite in her normal skimpy
pink clothes.



Gabrielle furrowed her eyebrows at the goddesew.|"Aphrodite?"

"The one and only girl, duh." She strolled up te bard. "So how's it shaking sweet
cheeks?"

"Not so good." The short warrior shook her headhdi\you doing here anyway?"

The goddess of love gave one of her beaming smilescheck up on my chosen and
favorite bard."

The small woman huffed. "Bard... hardly."

"Haven a bad... writer's block babes?" Aphrodite gkahover the other woman's
shoulders down at the parchment. She read thesdingl and crinkled her nose. "Oh
yeah you are babes."

"I know!" The warrior fell onto her back along theglge of the fireplace, her hands
covering her face with the quill. The parchmentdedl off the small lap to the floor
on top of the pile of balled up paper. "l can'ttevivorth centaur poop."

"Girl, which you need is a little loven from DityT'he goddess snapped her fingers.

Gabrielle now was in a long sofa with Aphroditeisg in a big couch next to her
with glasses on. "What you call this?" They weik istthe tavern however.

"A little break for the bard." The goddess sat biacthe seat and lifted her left arm to
the sofa's arm. She rested it there with her chingginto the palm of her hand. "Ssso,
tell me why you can not find an assuagement inng#"

Gabrielle gave a short laugh at the goddess's WAssuagement? Dity you keep
surprising me."

The goddess of love gave a faint grin. "Well a gah't just look good with her body.
She's gotta know her stuff with the way she talhé sighed. "Besides I think it's
way cool to keep everybody thinking | am on a lewdl when | am way better with
words then they think." She faintly shook her he&dit back to the bard."

"Right." The small warrior thought for a moment armhsidered. "I'm a warrior Dity,
that's all there is to it. | lost the bard."

"Well babes with my introspective I'd say you havdefunct your bard thing." The
goddess shrugged her shoulders a little. "Justaajaod look inside babes, it's still
there... waiting."

"Dity, | don't have it in me anymore."

"Oh sure you do Gab." The goddess sat up in h¢raselcross her legs. "We both
know that writing still elates you. You just gogat back into the groove of things.
Dig?"

The bard chuckled at her friend's words she wagusMaybe." She gave a brief
sigh.

"In the name of me." The goddess sighed and stenghd up. "Take a little beladour
from your way cool goddess." She gave a warm srillest remember what it was



like writing and well... you know go back to thoseygas just the bard."
Gabrielle glanced up with a sad expression. "Yallye¢hink so huh?"
"Oh yes miss thing." Aphrodite snapped her fingers.

Gabrielle's quill reappeared in her hand and amiese of parchment in her lap. She
instinctively lifted her knees up so she could &oh the parchment.

"Here's the plan Stan.” Aphrodite had an excited.IdI'll read that horrific line that
you wrote earlier because that was coming fromw&ior side and not the bard."
She took a deep breath. "So broach into your hdedsbes."

Gabrielle took a deep breath. "If you say so Dity."

"Good." The goddess closed her eyes. "Now the \WaRiincess had become less
aggressive, her mind coming to a mellow state tdags." Her eyes opened again.
"Think Gabrielle, how would have you written thatter back a few years ago?"

The small woman sighed and stared at the parchi8hetlifted the quill to chew on
the tip. "Aggressive... dumb word right along withllae." She shut her eyes and
searched inside of herself.

Aphrodite relaxed back into her comfy sofa chanl anached on her friend.
"Something more passionate to that Gabrielle. hetdd bard loose babes."

Gabrielle opened her eyes and put the quill'satifhé parchment and that old grin
spread across her lips. The quill began to glidesscthe parchment with a new
opening line for Gabrielle's story in mind. "Thére.

The goddess stood up and came to her friend'dsiokeer down at the parchment.
She smiled as she read it aloud. "The Warrior Beat¢oday has become less primal
and let her passionate emotions rise from belogveate yet a whole new form of a
warrior." She took a deep breath. "Fabulous babass beautiful.”

The bard quietly laughed and rolled up the scttilmay be but it wore me out.” She
grinned up to the immortal woman.

Aphrodite shrugged her shoulders and sat back d®wt.see, told you. You still
have that bard stuff in you girl."

The young warrior quietly laughed and lay back damnrthe sofa. "So there has to be
another reason why the goddess of love came dowsitdher chosen.”

The goddess took a deep breath and reached umbweehe glasses, she twirled
them in her fingertips. "Just popped in to checlyoun... and the relationship.”

"Uh huh." Gabrielle's lips creased with a grin. &Tthuth comes out.”

Aphrodite quietly laughed. "Babes, | did come h&lth the bard blocking... just
thought it would be a way perfect time to checklomrelationship thing too." She
gave a smug grin. "You two are my Soulmates of Time

"Oh?" The small woman crossed her arms over hemath. "l thought Xena and |
were Artemis's Soulmates of Time."



"Well Art's too but I lay claims to creating youdaXena."
"Gee thanks." Gabrielle had an angry expression.

"Wait Gabrielle | didn't mean to make you iratetbgt uncool sassy comment.” The
goddess sighed at seeing her chosen's expres$ion'its just | helped set things
up." She shook her head. "If your souls kept gaihthe rate they were going you two
would have never met until thousands of years.later

"Really?" The warrior-bard was now intrigued. "Hewhat?"

The goddess of love went very serious with no kigdield in her tone. "Both your
spilt soul would have kept missing each other tghothe time frame until it finally
met up way far in the future to bind together." Sheok her head with blond locks
moving in reaction. "See, now that your soul isdeshthen both you and Xena will
spend the rest of eternity together.” She gaveravganile. "Your soul that you share
with Xena will be reborn over and over in the f@together.” Relaxing back in the
seat. "Trust me babes, you'd be in major depressidradn't intervened."”

"How could you Dity? | thought only the Fates codlnlsomething like that."

Aphrodite crossed her legs again. "Babes, remembem you're speaking too. | am
the goddess of love the most powerful emotion anep in the known world."”

Gabrielle chuckled. "I'm glad I am on your goodesid

"Of course babes." The goddess winked and gaveibgrim. "Ssso, tell me... what's
she like in bed?"

Gabrielle's eyes bugged out. "You're kidding!"
"I'd hope so myself."

Both Aphrodite and Gabrielle looked up to the st&irsee the dark warrior staring
down at them with an evil smug look.

"Hi Xen."

Xena's eyes warmed to her Soulmate as she walked tthe steps and came around.
"Ssso, did you help my Soulmate with her writeltck Aphrodite?" She coolly
turned her head to the goddess. "Sure doesn't Sitend"

Aphrodite quietly laughed. "We worked through thetev's block." She then gave an
innocent look. "But we decided to move onto... gafkt"

"Really?" The warrior walked over to her Soulmate aaw Gabrielle sat up. Xena sat
down and pulled Gabrielle's head back down intddger”l think I'll join... since |
am girl." She had a smug look.

"You're just no fun are you?" The goddess chuchladi crossed her hands in her lap
with the glasses.

"I'm no fun?" The Warrior Princess glanced dowihéo partner.

The smaller warrior shrugged her shoulders. "Itdardw where she gets that idea.”



Aphrodite shook her head while narrowing her e{ésu're just not the reticent
warrior you use to be." She'd said that with a.grin

Xena lifted up an eyebrow. "No, my chatty Soulmatanged that of me." Her eyes
lowered to Gabrielle. "Didn't think the goddesdaye knew such big words."

Gabrielle evilly snickered.

The goddess sighed. "Not only has the Warrior Badm®me talkative but she cracks
jokes."

The warrior's hooded eyes raised the immortal wortfaamny how that works huh?"
She gave a sigh and reached down with her left lmndllect Gabrielle's warm
hands. "So why the visit?"

"Well like I told your other half there... droppedtm check on you two."

Xena's head bobbed up and down a few times. "Wilie&e€' She took a long breath.
"And thanks for your help."

The goddess raised an eyebrow. "We ain't on the semwe length Xena."
The dark woman's lips formed into a grin. "lllusia.
Aphrodite quietly laughed. "That was way back warbabe."

"I know." Xena rubbed her thumb against her quail®ate's hands. "But | never
thanked you for that."

"How'd you know?"

"Somebody had to help Solan with creating lllusigyD Gabrielle smiled to her
goddess. "Thank you."

"You got me girls." Aphrodite smiled warmly. "Waswth it." But her smile went
warmer. "And Art told me about your ceremony in &raazon village."

"Really?" Gabrielle brightened up. "What'd she say?

"That you both finally finished binding your souRphrodite began to twirl the
glasses again in her fingers. "Congratulations. reteno other Soulmates like you.
You are the masterpiece for time without time."

"We had help." Xena gave an appreciative smile.

"Non the less Xena, you both would have totallydgaur soul together. Either this
time or way later but it's fabulous that you didaw." Aphrodite sighed sadly. "I just
made sure it was now before my time ran out."

"What you mean?" Gabrielle furrowed her eyebrows.
The goddess shook her head. "The Greek gods wél &avay in time."
"I highly doubt the goddess of love will." Xena haderious look.

"No I will not." Aphrodite gave a grin. "But therll come a time | will need to hide



in the shadows but I will still watch over your $6u
Gabrielle sighed. "Why do all gods speak in rid@les

The goddess of love laughed and grinned. "Becansanortals don't like to." She
then sadly smiled. "Well I think I'll jet."

"Thank you Dity for your help." Gabrielle smiled maly as she sat up and got to her
feet.

"No problemo babes."” A warm smile was on Aphrosliligs. "Take care of yourself
girls."

Xena gradually stood up beside her partner. "YouAphrodite."

"Thanks warrior bade."” The goddess peered up tal@sen. "And not more
separations huh? I'm way way to old for those sdjmars, they're uncool."

Gabrielle laughed. "We'll try not too."

"Glorious." The goddess of love winked. "Night Soales, | am outty five
thousand." She disappeared along with the faneyttue.

The bard peered up to her partner. "That was istiage" She still held her quill and
scroll.

"It was." Xena held back a yawn now. "Ready for,dexim."
"Yeah." Gabrielle wrapped an arm around her Sowdsataist. "Let's go."
The warrior draped an arm over her best friendisilslers.

Together the pair ascended the steps to their rébey were crawling into the bed
first then into each other's arms. Sleep came anrged them to their dream together.

~*Part 2*~

The warrior was first into the small house, heitmparcame in right after. Xena went
up to the long wood counter noticing nobody around.

Gabrielle came up along her soulmate's side amgteagainst the wood counter.
"Nobody home?"

A young man came ambling out of a doorway behirdctbunter and walked up to the
two women. "How can | help you both?"

The warrior-bard's face brightened. "Michael?"
The young man's eyes widen. "Gabrielle?"

"That's me." Gabrielle straightened up with a wamile. "Been awhile since | saw
you last."

Michael quietly laughed. "Yes since you sent thassage out to the Amazons that
was over..."



"Three years."

The man shook his head. "Yes quite a while. | vaaskful for Ephiny giving me a
ride back in the dead of winter."

The Amazon Queen nodded with her arms going aghérsthest. "That's my regent
for you." She then glanced up to Xena. "Michaelikd for you to meet my Soulmate,
Xena."

Michael smiled up to the taller woman and he heitdhas arm. "Nice to meet you
Xena."

The warrior took the man's arm in a tight shakeod&to meet you too Michael."

"Please just Mike is fine." He released the waisiarms and her eyes flickered to
Gabrielle and back to Xena. "However Gabrielle greto call me Michael."

The smaller warrior chuckled. "Mike is just to geng

"Right." Michael grinned and peered up to the WarRrincess again. "If | am right,
your mother is Cyrene?"

"Yes." The warrior was very much in stoic form.

Michael's face now brightened up. "Gods, | almosgét.” He laughed and continued
with, "You both were married that winter." He shdok head while resting his hands
on the wood counter. "I completely forgot.” He sdilup to Xena. "Now you received
your citizenship back right?"

Xena nodded. "Yes | did."

"That's wonderful." Michael took a deep breath gaded at both women. "So, what
can | do for you ladies? What message do you nesti®'s

Gabrielle's lips shaped into a grin. "Feel likevéling to Egypt?"

Michael's eyebrows shot up.

The warrior-bard was breathing in with depth. "Gdd=an wait."

The warrior smiled then grasped Gabrielle's halttl.de great.” She turned her smile
to Gabrielle. "You'll love Egypt."

The pair was walking back to the tavern at a slagep It was rather cool outside
being mid-fall so this lead to the Soulmates westheir cloaks.

"How long you think we'll stay?" Gabrielle glancep.

Xena shrugged. "However long you want to stay." §héed. "But we do have to be
back here on Solstice."

The smaller woman smiled warmly. "I don't care € have to swim back. We'll be
here for our anniversary."



"We'll be here." A confident smile tugged at Xerligds. "Then where too?"

The Amazon Queen sighed. "Back to my feathers."@&eeed up to Xena. "l need to
go over all those scrolls and get prepared to lkhi#dnew Nation."

The Warrior Princess nodded. "You are?"
Gabrielle quickly glanced up. "No, | was hoping partner would help out.”

Xena squeezed her smaller warrior's hand. "Definit€&he smiled down at Gabrielle.
"Wouldn't miss it for the world."

The short warrior laughed and shook her head.

The pair entered into the tavern to find Cyrene sy preparing a huge meal for her
patrons tonight.

"Hey mom, want some help?"

Cyrene glimpsed over to Gabrielle. "No sweety,flme." She smiled warmly. "Saada
will come by soon to help out.”

"Excepting a lot tonight mother?" Xena leaned agfatine cooking counter.

"Yes probably dear." The innkeeper went back tbragicarrots in the pot. "l hope
you both will be here."

"Of course mom." Gabrielle smiled. "What time ig flood feast starting?"
The older woman laughed. "Right at sunset sweety."

"Great, I'll be there with an appetite."

Xena mumbled, "Don't | know." Then she receivednalsjab to her stomach.
"I think Xena and | will leave you alone."

Cyrene sighed. "Sorry | am not talkative. Just byesying this stuff ready."

"We know mother." Xena smiled. "We'll catch yowelat She headed out of the
kitchen with her partner.

Gabrielle came out and sadly sighed.

"What's the sigh?"

The small woman shook her head. "l hate seeingyaum alone."
Xena nodded. "Me too."

"You think there's anything we... could do?"

The warrior evilly grinned. "Yeah, come on."

The Soulmates strolled out of the tavern againsmah found themselves in the
Constable of Amphipolis's office.



"You have to Ferus." Gabrielle's hands went toddxek. "Cyrene would love to see
you."

The constable sighed and sat back in his seat.riéiab| have a lot of paper work
that can't wait."

Xena crossed her arms against her chest. "Ferus."”
Ferus lifted his eyes to Xena.

"My mother could really use some company. You'vedihere as long as she has.
You both have lost spouses and it might be good talk." The warrior shrugged her
shoulders. "What you got to loose?"

The constable rested back in her seat with sigiwlgla smile etched across his lips.
"Alright ladies, I'll be there but not to long. &%e a lot of work to do these days."

The warrior-bard smiled warmly. "Thanks Ferus. litdnice to see Cyrene have some
company."

"l can understand that." The man shook his headittl& lonely around my shack."
He chuckled. "Okay, | better get back to my work."

"Bye Constable Ferus." Xena flashed a smile an#edabver to the door.
Gabrielle followed and called back. "Thank you FBetu

"You're welcome Gabirielle." Ferus glanced up toteeeSoulmates leave the office.
He sighed and chuckled. "Matchmakers."

"So what's the plan?" Gabrielle shrugged out ofdheak.

Xena took her partner's cloak and placed bother ¢teaks on the chairs. "Well,
when Ferus comes we'll take mother's job. You @athd cooking and I'll-"

"Xena, you're not going to waitress." The warriardchuckled. "You're liable to
scary all your mother's customers away."

The warrior put her hands to her hips. "I can dom#&. What you think | am? A
ruthless warlord?"

The smaller woman started to laugh and grinneduyt lover. "No it's just... you
don't strike me as a barmaid."”

"Welllll, I'm not going to have you do it."

"Why not?" The shorter warrior arched perked ugygbrow while her hands went to
her hips.

"First because | can't cook." Xena now grinned.dAecond, I'm not having those...
customers touching you."

"You've got a point there." The Amazon Queen's bairdpped. "And | know they
won't touch you."



"Exactly." The Warrior Princess stepped closerdp$oulmate and circled the other
woman's waist with her arms. "You're mine."

Gabrielle grinned. "All of me." Her grin went tcsanile.

"Mmm, | know." Xena leaned down to take her parsigps in a strong kiss. When
she lifted her head back up, she had a grin. "Haf@given me for that mud war?"

The smaller woman knew she'd never got angry tmbeigh but she also knew that
her Soulmate wanted her to say no. "Not one bit,stdl owe me... big."

"Good." The warrior's lip brushed over her bardacbone. "That's the right
answer."

"Uh huh, it's trouble." Gabrielle chuckled.

The taller woman had an evil smile with twinklinges. "Have we played the quiet
game yet?"

The warrior-bard arched an eyebrow. "Nnnno." Shiedaurious look.
Xena quietly laughed. "It's simple."
"Just be quiet huh?"

"Yup." The warrior leaned down to passionately kiss warrior.
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They hadn't gotten far in anyway in the later aiten. Well they'd gotten far, just not
in the way of going anywhere but into ecstasy. Arel were still playing the quiet
game.

Gabrielle's head dropped back while her eyes closed
Xena's hand shifted a little on her lover's stom&tte was down on her knees.

The smaller warrior had her left foot on the bedpped up. She still wore all her
clothes and even her sais.

The older woman herself was still fully dressedalehm and sword even. But right
now she was under Gabrielle rather... occupied.

The warrior-bard was trying her damn hardest tonmake any noise while her
Soulmate's tongue controlled her. She'd openedyssragain and glanced down at
her warrior underneath. She clamped her jaw tigltg shockwave of passion ripped
through her body.

Xena grinned knowing the effect she was havingempartner. Her tongue stopped
going between the folds and directly went insidéii&die. Her mouth went more
over her Soulmate's mound so she could thrusohgue in and out.

That's the point Gabrielle started her small clintaxe knew this was the small warm
up her partner was giving her before the granddinand what a warm up that was
becoming. Now, the small woman began to rock hes Hown against Xena's touch
hoping to increase the power of the climax. Shedik good warm up.



The warrior kept her tongue thrusting in and ouGabrielle. Slowly her hands
shifted to her partner's hips. She'd begun to hetpgover rock against her.

The Amazon Queen's right hand came down to Xeead.tHow she wanted to
whisper a few words but planned to stick to theietjgame. She'd have to speak with
her body, which she'd find the greatest enjoymeiatoing. Quickly both hands went
to the bed's post beam, her knuckles were whiteyalhalv.

Xena moved her tongue a little faster and madghpraround Gabrielle's waist to
help support her soon.

Gabrielle felt it, the small passion tore through hody and she dropped her head
down onto her arms. She closed her eyes tighthgaitted her teeth to hold back the
cry of passion.

The tall woman moved instantly, her tongue cameaadtshe stood up with her right
hand lifting Gabrielle's head. She saw the passioGabrielle's face that needed
escape. She sealed her lips with Gabrielle's pst Instantly her own name filled her
mouth in her Soulmate's voice. Xena slowly pulladkbwith a satisfied smile.

The small woman lifted her head and grinned. Hesstlwvas rising quickly but she
was ready for the rest. She leaned in to kiss tmeiev with need. Her left boot came
back down to the floor.

The older woman understood what her partner neé¢tlmdhands went from
Gabrielle's waist to her top. Her fingertips grapedr the tops of her Soulmate's
breast in the leather maroon top.

The Amazon Queen pulled back from the kiss witle@pdneed. Her hands released
the pole and she easily took her top off. Her leatbp went to the bed.

The Warrior Princess grinned and kneeled then tkane

Gabrielle's eyes closed when her Soulmate's inatgay lips took her right breast.
She could feel the moan almost escaped her lipshaiheld back. Her hand searched
out Xena's right hand. She lifted her lover's hnler free breast to start kneading it.

Xena helped her Soulmate knead one breast whilsistied on the other. She sensed
Gabrielle's other hand on the back of her headhgriger on. So she slipped out her
tongue to swirl it around the warrior-bard's nipglen her teeth closed over the
nipple and she heard her small warrior suck ineattr. She loved that effect. She

now decided to affect the other breast more.

The Amazon Queen's skirt she found sticking toboely from the sweat. She also
found her bangs wet as her center. Her center aghledhe need that it anticipated
soon to come.

The warrior dropped her hand from the left breast that her lips controlled it. Her
right hand found Gabrielle's other hand to squeezkpress the free right breast. A
breast may not be left alone. Xena now releasebrénest after working Gabrielle up
the climax. She slowly trailed her tongue and dpsvn her Soulmate's stomach. She
made sure to hold both the smaller woman's handaritrol.

Gabrielle soon felt a warm press against her stbmaeent desires roaring through



her body to heat her more. She sucked in a brelailbe wpening her eyes. She held
back the deep groan.

Xena's right hand shifted to hold Gabrielle's hapdhe top. She slowly brought
Gabrielle's hand under her skirt and to feel héwbeen her folds.

The small warrior whimpered so faintly. She shutdyes and held her breath to feel
her and Xena's index fingers enter inside. Gabriatantly laced her other hand with
Xena's and she held tightly. Her breathing picked u

The warrior slowly brought her finger and Gabrisli® and out. She brought their
other hands to her mouth and kissed her Soulnfaa®. She saw how white her
partner's knuckles were. She grinned knowing sher done this with Gabrielle.
She'd never asked Gabrielle to help climax herself.

The younger woman felt an extra thrill at climaximgyself with Xena. She'd sensed
her Soulmate slipping in their middle fingers watliaster pace. Gabrielle added on
her rocking of her hips.

Xena's inhaling and exhaling took a dramatic ridenawing Gabrielle was

climaxing. Her breathing and her own desires reamgt Her eyes closed as her body
started to fall into the Gabrielle's climax. That'se of many things she absolutely
loved about being Gabrielle's Soulmate.

Gabrielle's heart pounded, their four fingers monggadly, the water moved quickly
down her body, and Xena's breathing sped up theepso She arched her back out,
her eyes tightened, and her mouth clamped soyightl

Xena had given a hard thrust and held their finbegb up as she felt her Soulmate's
body convulsed and fell into perfection. Xena'syboonvulsed as well on the same
scale. Her eyes shut and she gritted her teetiaysgent.

Everything was dead silent as these two Soulmatieislfack the loudest cries. They
didn't move, no breath made, and not a heart pdsitehce and stillness for a few
seconds as they entered their world of passion.

The warrior came to and slipped their fingers duBabrielle.

The warrior-bard sucked her breath. Her jaw walstigfintly closed. Her eyes swirled
dark with passion.

Xena worked frantically and stood up to take Gdle‘eelips. Her hands grasped
Gabrielle's waist.

Their names passed between each other's lips kigbe
The older woman moved to sit on the bed for hengfth went right at that moment.
The small warrior followed and fell into Xena ortbe kiss broke.

The warrior pulled her lover into her lap and hieddt tightly. She felt Gabrielle buried
her head into her breasts. Xena kissed the toprgbdrtner's head and rested her head
against Gabrielle's.



Gabrielle lifted her head slowly and kissed Xegatly.
"You can talk now." The warrior smiled lovingly.

The Amazon Queen just nodded and dropped her hdadkena's lap while lifting
her legs onto the bed. Her calves dangled offithee &f the bed. Her eyes closed.

"Did | wear you out?"

Gabrielle chuckled and quietly responded, "Yeabhill.tsting to catch my breath."
Her breathing was slowly calming and she was orstuer. She brought her arms
around her warrior's waist and pressed her bregsisst Xena's stomach.

Xena leaned forward to press her lips againstdwarls temple. She then whispered,
"I love you."

The small warrior smiled. "l love you too Xena."
A smile creased Xena's lips and she sat up.
The Amazon Queen now rolled onto her back to expeséreasts.

Xena hand right hand was resting on Gabrielleimatih however it came up between
her small warrior's breasts. Her hand went to loedi8ate's right breast and lightly
brushed over the hard nipple.

Gabrielle grinned and opened her eyes. Her hané cgnto grasp Xena's hand.
"You're going to kill me." She coughed faintly telp her slightly ragged breathing.

"Right." The tall woman squeezed her partner's h&nolur beauty is killing me." But
she went a bit serious after hearing her partoedgh. "You okay?"

"Yeah." The warrior-bard was breathing heavy stilust the cool air... and I'm
getting old."

Xena shook her head with a grin. "You're makingfest real old."

"Nah." Her thumb rubbed against Xena's hand. "tithtg/ing to keep up with you."
She furrowed her eyebrows while pressing her haad more. "Where'd my top go?
| can't even remember."” Her back was arching up.

"Gabrielle." The warrior's voice was warning.

"Oh right." The Amazon Queen quietly laughed ammpged her back down realizing
it was only tantalizing Xena. "Sorry."

"No, | love a nice view of your breasts." Xena Bvgrinned but looked up for her
partner's top. She reached over with her left argtab the top. "Here sit up.”

Slowly the younger woman sat up and dropped hed hath Xena's to her lap.
Xena released her hand to only pull the top ovdirighe.

Gabrielle easily slipped back into her leatherdag fell back into Xena's lap.



The Warrior Princess's warm eyes lowered to heinsate. "Like that?"
"My own fingers? Yeah." The small woman slightly$hed. "Never done that."
"l know, wish | had." Xena sighed sadly.

"Better later then never." Gabrielle grinned anarskeed out Xena's hand to hold
again.

The tall woman's other hand went up to Gabriellead to brush back her still wet
bangs. "Glad you liked it."

"Mmm." Gabrielle evilly grinned. "I can't wait tcake you do it to yourself."
Xena chuckled. "Gotta get me first."

"Oh don't worry about that Xena." The warrior-barelyes picked up pieces of
darkness. "Worry about when it happens." She egiilyned.

"I'll be enjoying the waiting period." Xena grinnaght back at her best friend.

"Good." Gabrielle's grin wasn't as powerful once sighed. "How much longer is it
till sunset?"

"We've got about a candlemark."”

"Perfect." The small warrior turned to her sided ahifted closer to Xena. "I'm
feeling-"

"Vulnerable?"
"Very." The younger woman looked up with her traogtgreen eyes. "Xena?"

The warrior smiled and bent forward to kiss Gakeiglcheek. "Sssh, come on." She
pulled her Soulmate into her arms while laying bactl pushing up into the bed
more.

Gabrielle followed and crawled into her warrioti®ager arms. Her head lay resting
on the larger woman's chest. Her breath was fasiky. She quietly chuckled.
"Finally am a warrior and still get soft."

Xena chuckled and smiled closed her eyes. "Youwt¢he only one."

The small warrior-bard lifted her head and kissetha strongly. When she pulled
back Xena's blue eyes opened with warmth. "How'djeteso lucky?"

"I don't know." The warrior smiled and tightened hems a little more. "But I'm not
taking it for granted anymore."

"I know." Gabrielle smiled and lowered her heacddition to closing her eyes.
Xena contently sighed and closed her eyes.
"Xen, can we go on a small day trip tomorrow or tileet day?"

The older woman's lips shifted into a knowing smiifeo the grove where we first



met huh?"

"Yeah."

Xena's lips pressed together. "You're ready toagk bo Potidaea?"
"Yes, | haven't been there since it was burned."”

The warrior faintly nodded and relaxed. "Let's gert."

Gabrielle smiled warmly. "Thanks."

"Tomorrow?"

"Yeah." The young woman moved her in agreemente"@ay or two? | guess that
depends on if we want to rush it or not."

"We're definitely not rushing it."

Gabrielle quietly laughed and smiled. "l agree.”

"We'll tell mother tonight." Xena wrapped her legish Gabrielle's.
"Great." The Amazon Queen let her breath out vieylg with a smile.

Xena did the exact same thing with the same smile.
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"Gods, where is he?" Gabrielle fell back into hesitswith a huff.
"He'll come." Xena shot a confident smile to henrtper. "Just relax."
The warrior-bard chuckled and nodded. "Your morma ggeat cook."

"Mmm, nothing like mother's cooking," the warriggraed. She pushed her empty
plate a little more on the table.

Around in the tavern were plenty of customers. Saat Cyrene were busy cooking
food and filling orders.

The small woman relaxed back in her seat. "Whag tou think we should leave
tomorrow?"

The older female shrugged her shoulders. "Nottwifathe morning." She paused
while thinking. "I'd say we'd make it to Potidagaléite afternoon.... maybe mid-
afternoon if we go at a fast pace."

Gabrielle moved her head in understanding. "Youenale up and I'll go."
Xena chuckled. "Right, you make me sleep in anyrhore

The younger warrior arched and eyebrow while gjttip in the seat. "And you make
me wake up early anymore." She smirked.

"Good, then you can wake me up." The older wahad a smug look.



The Amazon Queen groaned and rolled her eyes. I'gé¢'each other up.”

"Exactly." Xena smiled warmly and crossed her amiser lap. She'd decided to look
a little less... threatening tonight by not carrylmey weapons. However she still wore
her leathers and brass armor and oh yes her daggestill wedged between her
breasts.

Gabrielle herself left her sais back up in the rateniding she wouldn't need them to
cook. Yet being Xena's Soulmate, she carried hatlswy design dagger. It was tied
around her right ankle. "How long you think itdke Michael to send that message?"

The warrior thought for a moment. "Seven days, giveake a day." She sighed
contently. "Depends on the weather really but e Isa'd take a fast ship."

"Good." Gabrielle nodded. "I wanna get down there."
"If we get invited."

"Xena." The warrior-bard chuckled. "We will, | catill remember the way
Cleopatra... treated you."

The Warrior Princess chuckled. "She liked me huh?"
"Just a little." Gabrielle's protectiveness waskiiring quietly in her eyes.

Xena evilly smiled and leaned forward. "Well, ifesh hits on me while we're there
you'll be the first to know."

"Oh, | know | will be." The small woman evilly gmed to her partner. "Either I'll see
it or I'll feel it."

The warrior grinned. "l know, that's the fun part.”

The Amazon Queen raised an eyebrow. "The part #radw what's happening to you
without even being there?"

"Yeah." Xena sat back in her seat with a tuggindesti feel well... looked after.”

Gabrielle chuckled. "Works both ways Xen." She sohiherself. "Have to keep tabs
on what's mine."

The older woman grinned and lifted her head atihgdhe door to the tavern open.
"Show time love."

The small warrior glanced up to see the constadmeecin. "Let's go." She stood up.
Xena followed after her partner. "Constable Ferus."

Ferus turned his head to the right. "Hello agadhds, any exact spot you'd like for me
to sit."

"Nope, anywhere is fine." Gabrielle smiled. "Xemal & will go get Cyrene."

"Thank you." The constable nodded and strolleduginathe fire lit tavern to find a
table for two.



The Soulmates went into the kitchen right up toeDg:

"What are you two up too?" Cyrene put her handearhips. "I can tell its trouble."”
Xena grinned and stepped closer to her mother. 'Néwme a visitor mother."

"Who may that be?" The innkeeper arched an eyebrow.

"Constable Ferus wishes for your presence mom.'ti€bbsmiled with
encouragement.

"I'd love to go out there sweety." The innkeepghed. "But | need to keep up with
the orders."

The small warrior grasped the tavern owner's arfaad her out the door. "Don't
worry, Xena and | have it all covered. We can haritdl She smiled. "Xena and | can
do anything."

Cyrene arched an eyebrow. "l hope so sweety lmallyrshould-"

"Don't worry about it mom. Go enjoy a visit withrigs." The warrior-bard pointed to
where the constable sat. "Go ahead."

The older woman sighed and shook her head. "Alsglgety, | can see I'm not going
to win."

"Yup. Enjoy mom."

"Thanks sweety." Cyrene wiped her hands on hemaana strolled through the
tavern.

Xena stepped out of the kitchen beside her Soulrhleeyes stayed pinned on her
mother.

Gabrielle sighed contently as she saw Cyrene cqie Eerus and talk. "They'd be a
perfect match."

"Definitely." Xena watched her mother sit down atalrt talking with the constable.
Her eyes lowered to Gabrielle. "Come on, we betterthis place.”

The Amazon Queen chuckled. "Right, good luck Xé&mabrielle grinned up to her
partner and disappeared into the kitchen to stenkiag.

"Now what's that suppose to mean?" Xena sighedhatickd out to the tavern.
"There can't be to much to this."

"I need more wine?"

Xena strolled up to the customer with stoic expoess
The man's eyes widen. "Xena?"

The warrior grinned. "How are you Potestas?"

The jeweler laughed and gave a warm smile. "Quék. Retire from the warrior



life?"

"Nope." The dark woman crossed her arms againsthest. "Just filling in for
mother for the night."

"Now that is something else." Potestas chuckledwhtou been?"
"Well." Xena smiled warmly. "Yourself?"

"Very good." The man smiled and crossed his legseatinkles. "How is Gabrielle?
She's here | hope."

The warrior nodded. "She's certainly here. Shetkarkitchen cooking."”

"Ah, now | know where this fine meal came from.t€&ias stood up with his mug.
"I'll go get myself a drink and visit with Gabriell' He chuckled. "I haven't seen that
one for quite awhile since... you both were hereegbrgarried."

Xena sighed. "Yup, that was the last time we were ffior a long time." She shifted
to the table to grab the man's empty plate and uteetils.

"Now | heard from your mother, you and Gabriellegvbere about a year ago or so
briefly. Then you both went to India?" The jewedgarted walking through the tavern
with the warrior.

"Yeah, Gabrielle and I... explored India for a fewntits." The warrior directed the
man towards the kitchen.

"How was it?" Potestas stopped walking as he cantfeet kitchen door. "I've heard
it's another world."

"It is." Xena walked into the kitchen with the déeshand held the door with her boot to
let the man in.

Potestas came in and spotted Gabrielle at the @oahopping up meat. "Gabrielle!"
The warrior-bard glanced up and smiled. "Potestaw, are you?"
The jeweler quickly came over and gave her a omedthug. "Very good."

Xena dropped the dishes on another counter where tiere stacks of dirty dishes.
She groaned and mumbled, "I hate dirty dishes."Vi&tlked to the kitchen door then
opened the door to see a load of people come ebri€lle, you better step it up.
About ten people just came in."

"Hades." The small woman glanced to her partneet '&ada in here will you,
thanks."

"Sure." Xena walked out of the kitchen to get osdeom the newcomers. She
glanced to the bar to see Saada. "Hey Saada, Galmeeds your help in the kitchen."

The barmaid nodded and got another drink for sopatren briskly walked into the
kitchen.

The warrior walked over to the area where the newas came in. She came to a



table of four of them. "Gentlemen, what can | ga1¥"

The four men were all laughing about somethinglankled up to see the dark
warrior.

One man coughed and asked. "You're the... barmaighitthWhat happened to
Saada?"

"She's here." The warrior's lips shaped into ahgein. "But, I'll be your... waitress
tonight.” She crossed her arms against her chlfes$o; what can | get you?"

Quickly the four men made their orders for theinkis.

Xena went away with a huge smirk on her lips. Nabp#s, waitressing stuff wasn't too
bad.

Gabirielle fell into her seat.

The warrior flopped down into her seat and groah®t. gods, that was worse then a
battle."

"Tell me about it." The warrior-bard groaned. "And still have to do the dishes."
She put her arms on the table and dropped herihgader arms with a groan. "
couldn't believe it Xena."

"I know." Xena stretched her legs out under théetdThey all came at once.”

Gabrielle lifted her head up with a tired look. "@mty-five people at once came
storming in here. Was it planned that way?"

The Warrior Princess laughed. "I think they knewwere working the tavern."

"They must of." The Amazon Queen huffed and drogpedchead down into her arms
again. "l do not know how your mother does it," slembled.

"Neither do I."

"Not only that." Gabrielle's head popped back But"Cyrene is our ages put together
and she only has one person helping her." Shedigih@ dropped her head down.

Saada came strolling up to the two tuckered out &roat the table in the empty
tavern. "Well ladies, how'd you enjoy the night?"

"It was great," the warrior-bard mumbled.

"l thought so too." The barmaid chuckled. "Relaxmith the extra help. Well
goodnight." She strolled away.

"Goodnight Saada and thank you." Xena listenecety the barmaid leave with a
smile.

"Okay, let's get these dishes done." Gabrielledstgpand sighed.

The warrior stood up with a seeming pain. "Comé 8he brought her left arm



around her Soulmate's shoulders.

The pair walked into the kitchen and stopped deateir tracks at seeing the four
stacks of dirty dishes.

The smaller warrior whined and wrapped both arrosirad her partner's waist. "Take
me away from here Xena."

The older woman chuckled quietly. "Are we bravelegie?"

"Yeah." Gabrielle straightened up and let go of XéiWe have some c-c-c-courage.”
She ran her right hand through her hair. "Letacktthem."

"What you got?" Xena crossed her arms againsthestc"The water or the drying?"
"Drying... | know you like to play with the water."
The Warrior Princess laughed then sauntered upetstacks of dishes.

The Amazon Queen came up with determination. "Whetegoing to bed till we
clean all these."

"Then we're not going to bed."

Part 2
Section 2
~*Part 3*~

Cyrene lifted her head up to notice the newcomdhnéntavern, a smile eased across
her lips. "Morning."

"Good Morning Cyrene." The man tipped his head tteslled up to the bar to sit on
a stool. "How are you Cyrene?"

"Quite well Ferus, yourself?" The innkeeper smilddle placing her hands on the
table with a warm smile.

The constable chuckled and rested his hands ilapisVery good. Last night was
rather lovely."

"It was." Cyrene chuckled.
"How are your helpers from last night recovering?”

The tavern owner sighed however quietly laughetl wigrin. "Still recovering. |
think my little ones won't be running the tavermiag'

The man laughed and replied, "Ashame."

"It is." Cyrene grinned but went a bit serious. 88king of which, I think | may go
check on them. My daughter said she wanted tof§etlitle early."

"Really?" Ferus arched an eyebrow. "Where they & &oo?"



"To Potidaea for a couple of days."

"Potidaea?" The constable furrowed his eyebrowise"3ame town that was
southwest of here that was burned down mysteri@tsly

"The same." Cyrene nodded. "Gabrielle is from Retad"

"Gods, | never knew this." Ferus shook his heathKé¢ it she's returning for
mourning?"

The innkeeper nodded but said, "Partially... Xena@adrielle both met rather close
there."

Ferus's head bobbed up and down. "l see."

"Well excuse me Ferus, I'll be right back. Just wtarcheck on my little ones."
Cyrene smiled and went to the stairs to climb wotlsilently. She came to the door
to the Soulmates' room, which she quietly openedpaered in. Her eyes widen a
little at the sight but a happy smile tugged atlipsr at the scene.

And there was Gabrielle with the side of her headher partner's right shoulder and
her left arm draped over Xena's breasts. Her badyvalf on top of Xena's body and
her left leg between Xena's legs.

Xena on the other hand had her head turned andgesgainst her partner's. Then her
right arm was pressed against the small woman'saarher hand rested on Gabrielle's
shoulder. Her left arm was under Gabrielle buthi@erd was partially tucked under the
warrior-bard's belt of her skirt.

Both Xena and the small warrior were dressed iir thethes, well except Xena didn't
were her armor only her leathers. And they botheveertainly conked out hard.

Cyrene studied the pair for another moment whiketgtld the dooiThank the gods
they're together agairghe closed her eyes and inwardly praygahrodite please
watch over thenSilently the innkeeper closed the door and walkackliown to the
bar.

"Were they up?"

The tavern owner shook her head and grinned. "Rekp. | think they may have
gone to bed rather late last night.”

"Ah, better if they get their sleep."”

Cyrene nodded in agreement. "Yes it would be." @hekled lightly. "I believe they
stayed up all night cleaning dishes."

Ferus chuckled and smiled warmly. "As big of a aldhat was last night it wouldn't
surprise me."

"I know." The innkeeper chuckled and leaned agdiestar.
"Did they just stop in to visit with you?"

"Yes." Cyrene nodded. "They plan on heading to Eggpn then come back here."



"Egypt really?" Ferus chuckled with a smile. "I hdzey travel all over."

"Oh they certainly do."” Cyrene grinned. "lI've heatories from Gabrielle of their
adventures."

"Really? Mind sharing?" The constable sat backtle li"This sounds interesting."

~k Lk ko
Gabrielle moaned lightly and tucked her head uddgra's more. "What time is it?"

"Late." Xena's eyes gradually opened while shesitmer head to the right towards
the window. "Hades, real late."

The warrior-bard lifted her head and looked outwiredow. "Oh no, there goes our
plans.”

"Nah... we just will have a late start." The warriorned her head back and closed
her eyes. "Not a big deal.”

"I don't even remember when we got to bed lastttiigh

Xena chuckled lightly but replied, "To late. Lgtist say the moon was gone before
we were."

"That's bad." Gabrielle groaned then brought hgdrtrarm over her head. "Didn't you
carry me up the stairs?"

"Yup." The older woman grinned.
The Amazon Queen chuckled. "That was the bestopdne whole night."
"Really?" Xena evilly grinned. "You mean the watear wasn't fun too?"

"Welll, that was too." Gabrielle's head popped'Mau know, you're in for it. First
the mud war then the water war. What's next on ggenda?"

The Warrior Princess evilly snickered. "You'll justve to wait and find out.”

The small woman groaned again and dropped her héagat." She sighed contently.
"We're really tangled up here."

"Mmm yeah." Xena's eyes closed. "That's why wetdedong."
"Oh, is that why?" The younger woman chuckled. 'Ugiat it was the late night."
"Nah, | was to tangled up to get up."”

"Ha ha watrrior." Gabrielle sighed and kissed hetrga’s shoulder. "l guess we
should move huh?"

"If we get untangled first."

"Hold on." The smaller warrior began to shift andsmn top of her Soulmate.
"Better?"

The warrior opened her eyes as a grin creasedpise'Oh yeah, perfect kissing



position."

"Mmm, | know." Gabrielle lowered her head to tale partner's lips in a warm Kkiss.
She slowly lifted her head back up after the KiB® we go or not?"

"We go." Xena lifted herself up with her lover stih her. Once she sat up she
wrapped her arms around her partner.

The small woman encircled her Soulmate then lowtdredide of her head against
the warrior's chest. "l love you."

The older woman kissed Gabrielle's temple and venesh "I love you too."

Gabrielle kissed her partner lightly, next she mmpput of her arms onto the floor.
"Let's go."

Xena laughed and shook her head. "The energy ks"bac

The small woman whirled around on her heels ané gagwzzled looked to Xena.
"Where are my boots?"

"Right over there." The warrior pointed to near fineplace.

Gabrielle turned her head that way and saw theim et sais. "Hades forgot." She
snapped her fingers and strolled over to her boots.

The warrior chuckled then shook her head. Shedallg of bed and scanned around
for her own boots. "Where are my boots?"

"Right over there." The small warrior pointed n&ae wall.

Xena turned her head that way and saw them witlaimeor. "Hades forgot." She
snapped her fingers and was about to move but etbippmid action. Her eyes went
over to Gabrielle.

Gabrielle was staring at her with a surprised look.

The pair both said in unison "Soulmates," thenatblaughing hard together.
The Amazon Queen breathed deeply and said, "Thateary."

"Uh huh." Xena walked over to collect her boots.

The small woman slipped her feet into her bootsvaalted over to the bed to tie
them on there. "And why do we know where each ttheryots are and not our own?"

"Just don't ask Gabrielle, we'll never understand."
The short warrior whirled around with her bootsaow tied. "Just is."

"Exactly." Xena stood up with her armor after tyimgy boots on. She put her armor
on then began to buckle it into place.

Gabrielle strolled up to her partner and helpedlauthe armor on. "How long do you
think it'll take to make it to Potidaea?"



"Depends, walk or ride?"

"Mmm... ride." The warrior-bard finished with the des.

So Xena faced her, asked "Gallop?" and folded s @ver her chest.

"l could go for that." Gabrielle grinned and chwexkl "Torqueo could use it."

"So could Argo." The warrior grinned. "So, we'litdgleere this afternoon I'd say if we
leave now."

The Amazon Queen arched an eyebrow and crossedrher "We're having
breakfast. | am not bobbing up and down-"

"I know." The tall woman chuckled. "I was planniog your stomach."
"Right." Gabrielle chuckled. "I'll take our stufban to the horses."
Xena nodded. "We'll meet downstairs."

The smaller woman moved to the saddlebags tdkitt both. "Sounds like a plan.”
She walked over to the door. "Xena?"

The warrior quietly laughed while moving to the démopen it up. "Sorry."
"No problem, thanks." Gabrielle went out the ddeart down the steps.
"Morning sweety."

"Morning mom." The warrior-bard smiled. "Good morgiFerus."

The constable smiled warmly. "Good to see you aGabrielle."

"The feeling is mutual but | need to go see thes&® The Amazon Queen walked
over to the doors with the saddlebags.

"Are you both leaving sweety?"

"Yeah mom." Gabrielle glanced back. "As soon agjetebreakfast we're heading
out."

Cyrene chuckled. "That's my cue." Her voice wasl@wow. "I'll get something
cooked up for you both."

The small warrior opened the door with her foothdiiks mom." She went outside to
the stables and saddled up the horses. When steelzmsk in she saw her Soulmate
sitting at the bar next to Ferus. "Hey." She smipdo her partner.

Xena glanced down with a warm smile. She pattedthe beside her. "Mother is
almost done with breakfast."

"Fabulous, I'm starved." Gabrielle sat on the stbeh glanced down to the constable.
"So, what brings you here this morning constable?"

Ferus smiled while gazing down at the small woni@yrene, came by for a visit."



"Another one?" The young warrior grinned. "l cd@tieve it," she said innocently.
The constable laughed. "Uh huh, both you ladiegjaite big instigators."
Xena shook her head with a hidden grin. "Gabriafid | never do such things."

The man corked an eyebrow. "I'll remember thatlierfuture the next time you both
ask for favors."

Gabrielle chuckled. "Welll, maybe Xena and | datttel instigating here and there."

"I know you both do." Ferus smiled warmly then olrhis head to the right to see
Cyrene come out with two plates of hot food.

After that breakfast the Soulmates were out otdélwern with their horses. Cyrene
was lecturing them on being safe. She also gave thed to take with them. Both
lovers groaning because they knew how much welgt Were going to put on by the
end of this.

Soon the Soulmates disappeared into the late ngsuin to head southwest at a
gallop. With the wind whipping by as fast as theldiothe pair made their destination
for Potidaea by mid-afternoon.

~F ok k

Gabrielle brought in a shaky breath as the co@awdorushed her hair back. She
slowly bent down to one knee while her right haadhe forward.

Carefully and slowly the three red roses were glamethe partially grass covered
land.

The small warrior gradually stood back up then gempher head back a little. Her
eyes closed from studying the blue sky. Three tegided down her cheeks. She felt
warm arms circle around her waist to draw her felga

"l got you." Xena held her Soulmate tightly.

Gabrielle's eyes opened again to lower to thefatiitly charred land. She stared at
the area that once was Potidaea. That once wd®hwtown, born, raised, and
loved. "l miss them, Xena."

"I know." The warrior kissed the side of her partaéemple. "I know." She breathed
in heavily. "It's not easy losing family."

The small woman nodded and dropped her head adenSoulmate’'s chest. "Much
less to a crazed god like Velasca." She felt akspanger rise up in her however she
dowsed it with her forgiveness.

"At least you didn't lose them sooner... if that ls¢lpvhispered Xena.

The Amazon Queen's throat tightened. "It does a&hosH didn't lose all of my
family.” She glanced up to Xena with a sad smile.

The warrior sadly smiled back. "I'll always be lmuy side."” She brushed some of
Gabrielle's hair back. "Go ahead, I'll be rightehér



The small woman nodded and turned her head awayclS8ked her eyes while resting
her head against Xena's chest again. Her thougitsdiier to her mother, father, Lila,
and then eventually to the people of Potidaea. Blosvtried so hard to apologize to
them for bringing Velasca on them. And how shedtee hard to express her deepest
love for her family despite her leaving them. Thissn't the way it was suppose to
happen.

Within a half of a candlemark Gabrielle whisperedttshe was ready. So the warrior
called the horses over. The pair took their hors#'ss and walked away from the area
that was Potidaea. They went into the surroundangst and searched out the grove.
The Soulmates walked side by side with their hobsdsnd.

Once they came to the grove Gabrielle stopped nielagr tracks and reached over to
take her Soulmate's hand.

Xena intertwined their hands and smiled while stoglyhe grove.
That same smiled etched its way on Gabrielle's lips

The Soulmates remained standing there togetheredindd the first day their paths
crossed. Realizing everything changed from thattpan. And realizing they could
have just missed each other by mere seconds ap@ed up worlds away from
each other. But it didn't happen like that, it hexpgd the way it should had happened.

Gabrielle squeezed her Soulmate's hand. "l cdrseélit all.”

The warrior chuckled lightly. "Me too."

The small woman shifted to Torqueo and put thesremher horse. "Stay here boy."
Torgueo moved his head in answer.

Xena laughed lightly with excitement and moved ¢o imare. She put the reins on
Argo and said, "Stay here girl."

Argo nodded with a whine.

Torqueo quietly shifted closer to Argo. He movesl ¢gaze away from his owner to
the mare. He whined quietly in seeming question et was important about this
lonely grove.

Argo turned her head to the stallion in seemingriswer.

Gabrielle looked down at the ground and gazed twvBer warrior. "It was right
here."

Xena laughed quietly then took three steps todfie"l was right here."

"Uh huh."” The small warrior nodded with a smilenthl remember you coming up to
save us."

"There's no 'us' Gabrielle." Xena grinned. "l wénping to save you. The other
woman just because they were there."

The Amazon Queen laughed while shaking her heaou't¥ bad."



"At least | don't lie." The watrrior grinned. "Butyou did have longer hair then." She
arched an eyebrow.

"Yeah well you had a different chakram then. Sorih masked Gabrielle's lips.
Xena chuckled with a grin. "So let's see if we rarher this all right.”
"Okay." Gabrielle jogged her memory. "You were otregre sitting right?"

"Yeah, after I'd buried my weapons near there." Wherior folded her arms against
her chest. "You tried to spare your village fromwvegry."

"Hold on, who was that man?" Gabrielle had a caedusok. "You know, the one
that was Draco's second in command?"

The older woman thought for a moment. "Hector wiasname, real idiot." She
snickered.

The warrior-bard chuckled but kept her gaze adtosgrove to her lover. "Okay, so |
tried to save my village, typical young me." Shimged. "And you came into the
scene right?"

"Yeah." Xena nodded and walked over to her parti@frcourse | was just in my shift
then."

"Yeah why was that?" The small woman arched anreyeht her best friend. "You
never told me but | figured you were giving up tiarior life."

The tall woman sighed as she stood off to the gideer Soulmate. "I gave up on my
life."

It dawned on Gabrielle. "You were... going to... comsutcide?"
Xena sighed. "Basically."

The small warrior's eyes widen. "You're telling that | could have lost you on that
day if... if..."

"If Draco hadn't decided to enslave Potidaea... yeah.

"Or if you hadn't decided to come near this areauld have lost you." Gabrielle
shook her head. "That's crazy." She shifted cltwsber partner. "Why... wha... you
could have... I might have... give up... how come... swgcidl didn't... You didn't
tell... by the gods... if-if... | could have lost you beé | had you Xena!"

Xena only had a huge grin on her lips.
Gabrielle tightly grasped her Soulmate's arms. ‘&és not funny."

"I know." The warrior leaned forward and kissed partner lightly. "l couldn't
because | saw you, | almost killed myself becausgéd myself, no | really didn't kill
myself, you didn't lose me, | won't ever give ukell said | couldn't because | saw
you, suicide is nasty, no you didn't know, | judtityou, it wasn't the gods, no if's, and
you have me Gabrielle."



Gabrielle blinked up at her Soulmate. She openednloaith to say something,
anything but nothing came. She just pulled her Satg in tightly to hold her.

Xena smiled warmly and dropped her head down oni€lls while wrapping her
arms around her partner. "Hey it's okay."

The younger woman nodded as she tightly held heriavas if the past was coming
back to take her Soulmate away. She breathed Wwatkirsess. "That is ssso scary
Xena."

"I know." The warrior sighed faintly. "But isn't exy adventure in our lives?"

"There's a difference there." The warrior-bardediser head up. "That's a 'our lives'
and not a 'your life' Xena. That was before | kriy@w, that's really scary."

"Ssh." Xena smile warmly as she leaned her forehgathst Gabrielle's. "It didn't
happen, it wasn't my destiny. You're my destiny'shahy I'm still alive here to tell
you about whatould have happened.”

Ever so slowly that same smile creased onto Gédgeips. "Yeah. Thank... our
destinies for that."

The older woman chuckled a little. "It's just yowdame love."
Gabrielle shifted her head to kiss her partner viarfsods, that's a close one."”
"Worse then all of our life threatening adventunag?"

The small woman chuckled. "Yeah it is." She gragualeased her warrior. "Okay,
so where were we?"

"l was in my shift."

"Right." The young warrior took a few steps bacdknd | was still here and caught
sight of you."

Xena shrugged her shoulders with a small grin. "Wd@tknow, | was to busy getting
knocked onto my face."”

"What?" Gabrielle straightened up with her hand§enhips. "You weren't knocked
down."

"Yes | was." The warrior shook her head. "Squarengrface, where were you?"

The warrior-bard evilly grinned. "Me? | was to bukinking how incredibly hot and
sexy my savior was. | seriously didn't see youkgeicked over." She still had that
evil grin. "Besides, | was in idolize mode so | wasuppose to see you get knocked
over."

Xena gave a quiet laugh. "How hot and sexy | was?"
"Yesss." Gabrielle chuckled. "Come on, how coultinttice?"

"Gabirielle, | was in my shift looking like crap. Wacould you even think | was hot or
sexy?"



The Amazon Queen shrugged her shoulders. "How ntuRf

The warrior opened her mouth to retort but notluame.

"Why'd you even get knocked over in the first pfaddat's not like you."
Xena's right hand came up behind her neck. "Uhlaumssee | saw you."

"Woo woo Xena." The small woman chuckled. "Thisoigjood." She put her hands
on her hips. "So you're askingewhy | would be thinking you were hot and sexy at
that time when you get knocked over becausesgmume Oh, oh you've got nothing
on me." Gabrielle chuckled. "You have no room tk ¥en." She snickered. "I had
every right to stand here dreaming about how hdtsaxy you were if you were
getting knocked down because you saw me."

The warrior laughed then sighed contently. "Yowweéa point." Her hand fell from
her neck.

"Sso, let's see. You were busy knocking HectorrzlduGabrielle chuckled. "I kinda
remember what he said... this village makes tough aom or something."

The tall woman shook her head. "l don't remembilyo just plain dumb. That's
when he tried to use the whip."

"Yeah, that's right.” The young warrior smiled. €hyou went into action taking
everybody down."

"Yup." Xena glanced to her left and pointed to atgm the ground. "Right around
there | had my weapons buried with my armor anthkrs."”

The Amazon Queen nodded. "Gods, seems like sodgaog

"It does." The older woman sighed a bit sadly. "#Mit®" She turned her head back to
Gabrielle.

"Certain things | think." Gabrielle turned her seis facial expression to Xena.
"Mmm like what?" Xena took a few steps closer to Seulmate.

The young woman breathed in for a long time. "I'tlhnow." Her hands went to her
hips. "Each year something was a little differemd #d miss something from the
previous year. Yet the new difference | really loy®u know?"

The Warrior Princess slowly began to move her headreement. "The protection?"

"Yeah." Gabrielle had a sad expression. "l realigsnfieeling so well look after.” She
grinned up to Xena. "Not that | am not now."

"Just you didn't know how to fight then, relied me huh?" Xena grinned a little.

The small warrior nodded. "Yeah, that was so irstiemg. | didn't know a thing about
a weapon then there was you that knew everythBige'chuckled. "Such a contrast."

"Makes you wonder how we got along." The older wor@aughed.



Gabrielle quietly laughed and sighed contentlys ecause I'm so easy to get along
with."

The tall woman huffed at that.

"l am." The Amazon Queen put her hands on her higll, easier to get along then
what you were at the time."

"Ha ha watrrior." Xena had a smug look.
Gabrielle corked an eyebrow. "That's my line."
The Warrior Princess evilly grinned. "Since yowre/arrior | can use it too."

The small woman's mouth dropped. "Fine, I'll jusit gou Warrior Princess for now
on."

"You do that Amazon Queen."
"That's it, you're in for it now."

Xena crossed her arms against her chest. "Oh yw&la? you gonna do? Poke me
with your sais?"

"Oh oh that's real rich Warrior Princess." Gabeatomped up to her partner. "You
wanna know what I'm gonna do?"

The tall woman leaned towards her partner withoveed eyes. "Yesss."
"This." Gabrielle quickly moved to hug her partmeth all her strength.

The warrior felt her ribs being squeezed in. Sheed to cough and drastically try to
breathe. She rasped out, "Okay Gabrielle... Gab..n't.cabreathe." The squeeze
went a little tighter. "I... love you." The hug suddiewent very gentle. Xena coughed
and sucked in a deep breath. "Wellll... that was.ifealreatening hug."

The younger warrior chuckled while still holdingripartner. She dropped her head
against the other woman's chest. "Servers you.'tight

"Last time | ask for a hug." The dark woman statteteel her partner's arms tighten
again. "Not that | don't lllove your hugs."

The warrior-bard snickered and loosened her hadaghagThought so."

Xena smiled warmly and quickly shifted her handift@sabrielle up into her arms.
"Gotcha."

"To say the least." Gabrielle lifted her head ugiss her warrior. "I miss this."
The tall woman nuzzled her partner's cheek. "Meyoay you?"

"Yeah." The warrior-bard rested her head againsSbhelmate's shoulder. "Despite
the fact I'm suppose to be a warrior now."

"Don't worry, | won't tell anybody | carry you." Xa grinned while starting to walk



back to the horses.

"Good, don't want to ruin my reputation.”

The older woman laughed as she continued to sloali.
"Xena?"

"Mmm?"

"Think we can do some reminiscing tonight?"

The Warrior Princess's lips tugged into a smilesfiditely.” She came up to the
horses then carefully slipped her partner out ofanes.

Gabrielle bounced up onto her feet and came ovEéotqueo. "Okay boy, let's get
you untacked."

Torqueo nodded in utter agreement with a whine.
The small woman grinned and began to untack hesehor
Xena did the same with Argo.

And within a candlemark the pair had their horsatsicked, a fire going in a camp in
the grove, dinner cooking, and reminiscing in hoglar.

Gabrielle bellowed out laughing as she fell to $ide. "Xena, you're never going to
let that go."

The warrior snicker. "Gabrielle, it's one of my éafe memories of you." She
stretched her legs out.

The small woman sat back up. "Oh gods, that nutbwess good though."

"Mmm, that was only because of the henbane irXiéria evilly grinned to her
Soulmate sitting beside her.

The partners were sitting directly beside eachradkef they were only friends. They
gazed over the grove where they first met. Theviias burning beside them with two
medium size steaks cooking that Cyrene gave themad early evening still.

"No, nutbread is good." Gabrielle chuckled. "Amd Bsso excited your mom gave us
some."

The warrior grinned in the fire lit camp. "l bettest it to make sure no henbane is in
it."

"Yeah you better." The young warrior sighed hapthien turned her head to Xena.
"Remember the time with Cycnus the warlord?"

"Oh yeah." Xena nodded. "When | got that arrow ynswle and stayed with Darius."

The small warrior turned her head to her lover.rildatried to get you to stay with
him huh? Settle down with him."



"Yes but | was still a little to wild for settlindown." The warrior grinned at
Gabrielle. "Besides, | had a wild partner to keppith."

"Right." Gabrielle laughed. "Did I tell you how lehCycnus son Sphaerus?"

The older woman arched an eyebrow. "All | know & et up with them in that
stream and you said that was the man you wantedne your branches with. Then |
told we needed to have a discussion about choosamny"

The warrior-bard laughed. "Yeah that's right. Wearnéhad that discussion. But | met
him... in the tavern.”

"The one | left you in?"

"Yup." Gabrielle nodded. "Some drunk guy was hgton me." She started to grin at
her Soulmate. "So | kept trying to get him to leawe alone."

"No can do huh?"

"Oh no, this drunk guy stuck to me like fly to shithe Amazon Queen sighed. "Then
| saw Sphaerus just resting back in a seat and the drunk guy that he was my
boyfriend and he'd just got done polishing his hiegjeal sword collection.”

Xena started to laugh at the mental image.

Gabrielle continued with her story. "Of course thigy didn't believe me whatsoever. |
said fine and walked over to Sphaerus, sat indpisdnd kissed him."

"What?" The older woman laughed. "Sphaerus just weh it?"
"Oh yeah." The young warrior chuckled. "He liked it
"l figured that, you're a great kisser."

Gabrielle blushed faintly. "He thought so too." Siighed. "After that the drunk guy
left me alone.”

The warrior chuckled. "This was happening whileasvoff with Darius?"

"Uh huh."” The small woman arched an eyebrow. "Amgthappen between you and
Darius?"

"Gabrielle." The older woman shook her head. "Ntet gazed turned away. "Darius
and | just pulled the arrow out of my side and t igoknow his kids."

"Yeah." The Amazon Queen sighed. "His kids werewge. Ashame they lost their
mother."

"It really was." Xena sighed. "l wonder how theg.ar

Gabrielle glanced to her Soulmate. "I'm sure tieqgpy. | know his daughter Sarita
started to talk after we left."

The warrior smiled. "Cutest little thing. So wehe tsons.” She sighed with a bit of
sadness. "Like | said to Darius, | never thougluualhaving any of those things until



then."

Emerald eyes averted to her lover. "Children, adyaand a husband?" She chuckled.
"Or a wife."

The tall woman grinned for a moment yet went sexiagain. "No, never thought
about them till then."

"Yeah." Gabrielle nodded sadly and lowered her ¢ydke grass. "I've always wanted
kids." She chuckled. "Would be so interesting t@abke to make life like that then
care for it."

Xena smiled warmly. "Have little Gabrielles runniagpund."
The Amazon Queen laughed. "Little Xenas?" Sheegiinned at her Soulmate.

The warrior sighed dramatically with wide eyes. b@elle, do you know how wild
those kids would be?"

The warrior-bard laughed and shook her head. "Tweayd be wild ones wouldn't
they?" She grinned at her partner. "Between younergy and mine, double the
stubbornness and temper along with the intelligénce

"Don't forget the imagination.”

Gabrielle groaned. "Oh gods, we'd have an intergstnild... or children.” She
sighed sadly. "If only."

The older woman also sadly sighed. "Hey you newemk" She glanced over to her
Soulmate.

"Xena." The young warrior grinned. "We're two fepslit ain't happening.” She
grinned.

Xena laughed then shrugged her shoulders whilangakway. "I'm just saying... you
never know between us." She glanced back. "We auntates."”

Gabrielle reached over to grasp her partner's Hahdve to wonder the same thing
myself." She took a deep breath. "Remember whatrmig told us?"

"Yeah, whatever we desire together will be ours."

The younger woman nodded a few times. "It has tkenmae wonder some times."
She smiled warmly. "The great part would be knowirggcreated the child and not
the gods. Considering it would be coming from awrls She ran her right hand
through her hair. "That's just wild you know? Thasgibility that we could basically
make one of us pregnant because our soul is baalsttongly is so amazing Xena."

"The idea is powerful Gabrielle."

Gabrielle nodded. "It is powerful, amazing, anduidal.” Her lips creased with a
warm smile. "Think we could find out some time?"

Xena chuckled and squeezed her partner's hand ntnat'

"Yeah | know." The small woman sighed. "Our lifestdl way to chaotic. We'll have



to settle down first too."
"Have you ever thought about that?" The warriosedian eyebrow.

"Oh yeah sure, had two ideas." Gabrielle releasegartner's hand. "l better check
those steaks." She walked over to the fire.

"What your two ideas?" Xena asked.

The warrior-bard bent in front of the fire to fitlte steaks ready. "Well my first one
was that we could find an area near the sea shaveuld be beautiful." She pulled
the steaks away from the fire and placed them anpates.

"What's the other?"

Gabrielle reached into the bowl next to the plated put two pinches of herbs on the
steaks. "The Amazons."

"Gabrielle, | am not living with the Amazons."

The Amazon Queen laughed. "Neither am I." Shedittee plates then carried them
over to her partner. "What I'm thinking is we colilée somewhere in the territory
away from them." She handed her Soulmate a pldtd'on, I'll get the knifes and
forks."

Xena took both plates actually and placed one ildpethen the other on the ground.
"That's not a bad idea."”

"Yeah, that's what | thought." The small woman wterthe saddlebags, opened one,
and pulled out a cloth that held their utensils €'thbe close to the Amazons incase
they needed us and then we'd be in a protectedBuesve won't be living directly
with the Amazons." She walked back over with twik$oand two knives. "I think it
may work well." She sat as she handed her bestfiafork and knife.

The warrior took them and replied, "Maybe we'll get best of both worlds."
Gabrielle lifted her plate into her lap. "What ymean?"

The older woman grinned. "Well think about it. Yaauthern tribes are along the
coast down there on the Aegean Sea."

The Queen suddenly realized her partner's ideau't® esight, we may be able to find
some open land there in a southern tribe. And biiegChosen we'll get first dibs on
any land." She pressed her fork into the steakendhle saw her lover start to cut up
her steak. "You know that may work." She chucklédiean | want to bring all the
lands together and make one huge Nation." She é&gbgfith a smile. "l really like
that idea Xen."

The warrior grinned while lifting her piece of medtcan tell... but that's a ways
ahead."

"True... besides we're suppose to be reminiscinguoipast. Not making plans for
our future.”

"Exactly." Xena winked and ate her the piece ohlste
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Xena shifted her hands under her head. She kegtyksrpinned on the stars above.
"Gabirielle, it was nasty."

"Oh come on Xena." The small woman chuckled. "Alaape of you can't be ugly.”

The warrior turned her head to her partner bestle"h yes it can be when my
duplicate has black eyes."

Gabrielle cringed. "Black as pearls?"
"Uh huh." Blue eyes flickered to the sky again. IyJg

The small woman chuckled. "You never told me yaugfat yourself when you tried
to get to my dreamscape.”

"I did." A grin tugged at the corner of Xena's ntaull still remember you in that
dress."

The younger warrior groaned. "I can remember it"too

"You didn't look bad in it."

"Xena, that's not my sort of thing."

Xena chuckled. "Well, they were planning to onlly ¥ou for Morpheus."

"Yeah you know... only." The young woman grinned. t @t all the time. You'd
think bad guys would do something different inste&ttying to kill me."

The tall woman laughed.

"Hey Xena, you never gave me back my dagger."

The Warrior Princess suddenly went silent. "l ahitepayment.”
"What?!" Gabrielle turned her head to her partiigraid for that thing."

"Yeah well, | had to deal with a chatty kid theKéna suddenly got a hit on her
stomach. "Oh, watch it. My food may come back up."

The short warrior quietly laughed. "Come on now, limgasts are big enough now for
that dagger.”

The warrior suddenly went in a roll of laughterhefr partner's words and her memory
of Gabrielle with the breast daggers.

Gabrielle sighed dramatically. "Like | said bef6rghe began to mumble, "you're
breasts are dangerous enough.”

"Oh yeah?" Xena calmed and rolled to her right towdner partner. "Are they
really?"

The Amazon Queen's eyes lowered to her Soulmatssts. "Mmm, a lot more these
days."



The warrior chuckled lightly and leaned towards Iest friend to kiss her gently. She
pulled back with her left hand on Gabrielle's cheek

"Xena?"
"Yeah?" The warrior's eyes were twinkling warmly.

The small woman took a deep breath. "Why did yoteha fight your double in the
dreamscape?"

The Warrior Princess let her breath out slowly @lmér fingertips came to brush over
her partner's smooth lips. "She was the 'key' thimgat into Morpheus's castle and
she was basically my dark side. My dark side tltanjured up in my mind, emotions,
and dreams."

Gabrielle nodded faintly, she reached up to takddwer's hand. "You want to hear
something weird?"

"What's that?" Xena gazed intently into Gabriel&g/ss.

The younger woman's eyes lowered. "I miss... youk date." She glanced back up.
"I know, | know... it's crazy."

The tall woman studied her partner's eyes befdiags'Why?"

"I'm not sure." Gabrielle sighed. "l know my fifetv years | kept preaching to you to
not give into the darkness. But since the past geao I've began to understand it
better because I've experience it." She sighdiked how protective it could be...
loved it." She shifted her eyes back up to her ®@atg. "I know that doesn't make
sense."

"No it does." Xena paused for a moment. "My dadesliid get out of hand.”

"Yeah itdid," the small woman emphasized. "But you have sugiteat control over
it now."

"I do." Xena nodded with a small smile. "I've leadrto over time and thanks to your
help. You were right then to tell me to not giveconsidering | couldn't control it
then."

"Now you can."
"Gabrielle." The warrior grin. "Just say it."

The Amazon Queen chuckled while she breathed de&pil... is it possible... to

let it loose more Xena?" She raised an eyebromean you have control of it, it's not
like it could get out of hand. And you've learnedéroute it to use in your own
means. We both seen it and it's amazing."

Xena grinned a little while her eyes searched henpr's eyes. "You're serious huh?"
"Yes." Gabrielle smiled warmly. "I miss it for someason."

"What you miss about it?"



"I don't know exactly." The small woman glanced daw their hands. Her thumb
began to rub against Xena's hand. "Maybe it's Isschanjoyed watching you work
like that." Her eyes lifted. "I think | found a $a@f... comfort knowing you had that
darkness. It was like | know nothing could stop ydhen you become dark and
powerful." She grinned a little. "I love seeing yoecome powerful like that, it's a
thrill."

Xena chuckled at her best friend. "So, after adl titme you're asking me to go back
to it?"

"Not exactly that." The warrior-bard paused for ament. "More like let it out at
when we can use it."

"And you're not scared it may take me over likeoild Gabrielle?"

"No." The young woman held conviction in her ey#&now it won't because even if
it controls you, | control you and in turn conttbé darkness."

The warrior held worry in her eyes and her voicslasspoke. "But | do not want that
darkness to control you too Gabrielle. It may ble &b since we're Soulmates."

"Xena, between you and | we're the balance of kgiat dark. We balance each
other." Gabrielle shook her head. "Besides, #kies you then | want to go with you
Xena."

"l know, you'd come right behind me because-"

"Because where you go | go." Gabrielle grinned souukeezed her partner's hands.
"You control it, I control it, and our love contsoit. It won't take you, me, or us. The
darkness would be helpful in protecting us both &&Hler eyes went very serious
with her expression. "And that darkness is apavilud you are and | want you to be
who you are. If that includes the darkness theagddet it be." She smiled warmly. "I
want you, all of you."

Xena rapidly leaned down to passionately kiss loedr8ate. When she pulled back
her cheek pressed against Gabrielle's. "Godsglyou Gabrielle." Her eyes shut.
"Thank you."

"Hey come here." The small warrior pulled her partimto her arms and held her. "I
love you."

"I love you too." The warrior grinned and rested head on Gabrielle's chest. She
twined their legs together while bring one arm dwer partner's stomach. She
chuckled a little. "Never thought you'd ask me."

The Amazon Queen grinned while she brought het agh over to her partner's
body. Her right hand lay resting on Xena's backhya/

"Because you did always want me not to give ineodarkness." The Warrior
Princess took a deep breath. "But, | did needéektm how to control it at that
stage." She closed her eyes slowly.

"You have learned." Gabrielle smiled warmly. "lehiss it." A small grin played on



her lips. "And | know how you'll love to releaseagain.”
"Mmm, definitely." Xena's lips shaped into an eyiin. "I miss it myself."

The smaller warrior chuckled, she lifted her hepcgnd kissed Xena's head. "l
already have pity for our enemies. They're in foraw."

The warrior's eyes twinkled when they opened. "Tregyroblem."

Gabrielle snickered and tightened her arms aroenavarrior. "Very true, servers
them right." She yawned a little.

"Go to sleep.”

"Only if you get your weapons off." Gabrielle readno the sword. "Got the sword."
She unclipped it and placed it to closer to hetryaar

Xena rolled to her left on to the ground on herkb&he grasped her chakram and
placed it with her sword. She sat up next and teerkarmor off and tossed it out of
the way. Reaching to her left she grabbed a furalhed back to her Soulmate. Her
body was half on Gabrielle's. With her left arm o@Gabrielle's breasts, her head on
Gabrielle's chest, and her legs twined with Galersel

Gabrielle brought her right arm around her warsiaraist while her right hand went
back to Xena's back. "Wasn't this my position faght?"

"Mmm, my turn now." Xena tugged the fur over bdikit bodies. "Comfortable?"
"Yeah." The small woman chuckled. "The lack of arrmakes a huge difference.”

"It really does." The warrior brought her right ldamp and grasped her small warrior's
closes arm. "Nice and tangled." She closed her. eyes

"Gods, we're getting up late tomorrow." Gabriehetsher eyes.

The older woman quietly laughed. "Go to sleep.”

"Cranky." The small woman huffed.

Xena grinned, lifted her head, and kissed her Satdrgently. "Sleep well huh?"

"You know | will." Gabrielle smiled and pressed Ipartner's head back down on her
chest. "See you in our dreamscape."

"I'll race you." Xena closed her eyes.
The warrior-bard closed her eyes and replied, "Moon."

Soon both Soulmates were asleep and arrived indneamscape at the same exact
time.

~*Part 4*~
Xena shifted in her saddle as she kept her eyeegian the old area of Potidaea.

Gabrielle ran her right hand through her hair. ®loé& a deep breath then pulled on



Torqueo's right rein to turn him away. "l love yawther, father, and Lila," was
whispered from her lips.

The warrior sighed sadly and turned Argo away dt WReady?"
"Just go." The warrior-bard gave hints of a grin.
The tall woman nodded. "We'll make it back to Angailis by the afternoon.”

The Amazon Queen moved her head in understandimggsidfted her eyes to her
Soulmate and she grinned. "Let's see who makhberi first." She kicked Torqueo
into a gallop. "See you Xena!"

The Warrior Princess sighed, shook her head, amaespArgo into a gallop. "I'm
coming after you Gabrielle."

The small woman glanced back. "You better catcbruymu getting to old?"
Xena narrowed her eyes. "Ha ha Amazon Queen."
"That's 'my Queen' Consort." Gabrielle laughed gexkd ahead again.

The older woman chuckled and spurred her mare tagjer.

The Soulmates pulled their horses to a walk as¢nésred the village together.
"At least you caught up."”

Xena huffed at her partner's words. "Gee thanks."

Argo huffed right in agreement.

Gabrielle chuckled while gazing back ahead. "I'atbe

"Yeah." The warrior sighed as she swayed in thelsad

Without warning the small warrior started to gigglecontrollably. "Oh gods, Xena."
She fell forward in her saddle and pointed to bér |

The older woman glanced that way and started tghlau

There off to the left of the Soulmates was a ferineatea and a family of pigs. Two
particular pigs were rolling around in the mud.

The pair was breathing deeply and began to streemgiyp in the saddles.
"Oh gods..." Gabrielle chuckled. "That was just furiny
"Uh huh." Xena grinned while she gazed ahead tdtsetavern.

The warrior-bard's lips spread into a smile whes stw an older woman walk out
onto the porch of the tavern with her hands onines.

"Gotta love mother."



"Patiently waiting for her daughter." The Amazone@u grinned.
Xena chuckled. "You mean both."

Gabrielle shrugged her shoulders. "Now that's ingesa."

The tall woman groaned and shook her head.

The young warrior chuckled at her watrrior.

The two lovers dismounted and walked into the s&bAs they untacked their horses
they talked to Cyrene. The small group headed éensfdhe tavern and sat around to
talk.

The innkeeper sat back in her seat while her expmesvas serious. "Mind if | ask
you both something?"

Gabrielle shook her head. "No mom, ask away."

The older woman smiled warmly but lost it to hel@esness again. "Are you both
together again?"

A warm smile creased Xena's lips.
The Amazon Queen smile a little more bashfully.sYee are mom."

Cyrene took a deep breath then contently let it'@utank the gods." She smiled at
the pair. "The other day | came up to check onhatlh and saw you sleeping in each
other's arms. Had to wonder."

Gabrielle was a little red but replied, "Sorry abthat mom."

"Sweety, you know | don't mind that at all." Thedgen owner chuckled. "Love is
love."

The small warrior smiled warmly and glanced upeo partner.

Xena peered down at her Soulmate and flashed a.ddel eyes lifted to her mother.
"Sorry for all the confusion mother... things haveheough.”

Cyrene nodded. "l can only imagine." She sighediydhdn crossed her legs. "I can
still recall the way you both were when you walkedhere after stopping Hope out
there in the barn."” She shook her head. "Knew duongeterrible wrong had happened
between you both."

The younger warrior's head bobbed while she gaz€grane. "Hope... had a lot to
do with the separation.”

Xena's right hand came up on the table and graSpédelle’s.

The warrior-bard glimpsed up to her lover to seeltiving smile on her lips. She
mirrored the smile then glanced back to the innkeéfXena and I just got back
together actually.”

Cyrene furrowed her eyebrows. "When was that eyxattl



"While Gabriele and | were with the Amazons doihg thallenges,” Xena said
coolly.

"That was rather recent." The innkeeper sighedw'ttomg was the separation?"
"Oh gods." The Amazon Queen gazed up to her parthen years?"

The Warrior Princess's attention went to GabriéRelittle under two years." She
sighed. "One year, ten months, and twenty-thres.tlay

Gabrielle studied her Soulmate's eyes as she @kt and it made her squeeze
Xena's hand so tightly.

The warrior smiled confidently however she gazeerdo her mother. "To long."
The smaller warrior faced her mother-in-law.

Cyrene sighed. "It should have never happened.fishaed and asked, "What
happened?" She paused. "If | may ask."

"A lot happened." The warrior-bard shifted a litheher seat. "It started when we
went to Britannia mom. We went there to stop Caesule Xena fought Caesar | was
with a cult." She paused. "This cult believed ion@-god so we took this temple and
the cult decided to do a sacrifice." Her eyes velatdowy while she continued her
story. "l stepped in the middle of the sacrificel amly killed a young woman. After
that Xena came in to save me but the cult's maiddetransformed into this...
monster name the Deliverer." Gabrielle took a daeath. "While Xena fought him |
was taken by this one-god named Dahak and infewitéxda baby."

Cyrene quickly cut in. "You were raped sweety?"

"Basically yes mother."” Xena ran her right hanatigh her hair. "But | made it to
Gabrielle to late. After that we were getting re&olyeave Britannia but Gabrielle
became pregnant in about a week's span.” She paubeehthe. "So we fled into a
forest so Gabrielle could have the child away fitbevillagers who knew the evil.
We happened upon a castle and there Gabrielleneachtld.”

The innkeeper sat up in her seat. "What happenteetohild?"

Xena's eyes lowered but came back up. "l triedltdlkpe but Gabrielle took Hope
and tried to run from me."

Gabrielle shifted in her seat while holding her I8mte's hand tightly. "I sent Hope
down a river in a basket right before Xena caughtoume. | told Xena that | killed
Hope myself and after that we returned back to GrédHer freehand went through
her hair. "Xena next got caught up in an old premtésa woman in Chin. So she
carried it out and | became angry because | tho¥ghta was betraying herself and
Ares sent me to Chin. | tried to stop Xena fronryaag out her promise and in turn |
was actually betraying her."

The warrior's thumbed rubbed against her partharisl. "After Chin we came back
to Greece and | wanted to visit Solan."

"Solan?" Cyrene had a confused look but she gairedtlg at her daughter. "A son?"



Xena nodded. "I never told you mother. | had Salaout thirteen years ago and |
didn't tell anybody about him."

"Because you didn't want to risk his life dear?"

"No." The Warrior Princess shook her head. "It weagsky and after his birth | gave
Solan to a centaur named Kaleipus. Kaleipus rets#an as his own for me." She
heavily breathed. "So, Gabrielle and | decidedisd %olan."

"Now did Solan know you are his mother Xena?" Tdetn owner had a worried
look.

"No he didn't." Gabrielle shook her head. "He dkasw now." She had a sad smile
but continued. "While Xena and | visit him, Hopewled up and released Callisto.
Hope was already at the age of around five. Calkspt Xena and | busy while Hope
took the chance to kill both Kaleipus and Solamastopped Callisto and | stopped
Hope. Then Xena and | separated for awhile bef@&ere sent to a land of illusions
where we healed partially."

"Not fully." Xena glanced to her lover then backhgr mother. "After lllusia

Gabrielle and | stayed together as just partnetgtlé later into the year Hope
returned with the help of Callisto and Ares. Hopmesweborn and she looked exactly
like Gabrielle so there was a little confusion thdfventually we made it to Hope's
castle to try and stop her from releasing Dahaky N planned to use a dagger with
hind's blood to kill Hope but Gabrielle jumped mdathrew herself with Hope down a

pit."

Cyrene nodded a few times and gazed at the smaleior. "That's when you came
back right sweety?"

"Yeah mom." Gabrielle let her breath. "I made it olithe pit as did Hope and you
know the rest of the story."

"Yes." Cyrene nodded. "l can still remember whea céime here." Her eyes
narrowed. "l knew that wasn't you sweety."

"I'm just happy nothing happened to you mom." Galleishook her head. "Hope was
angry about everything. When | found out she wae hevas scared she might try to
kill you."

The innkeeper chuckled. "No sweety, | played dumdb @&ted as if she were you."
She gave a warm smile while reaching forward wehriight hand. Her hand fell on
top of the Soulmates' hands and squeezed. "I'mygladboth are together again." She
shook her head. "l feared for your soul." She grtha little. "Don't do it again please,
I've got enough gray hairs." She released the hands

The Soulmates chuckled together.

"I'm serious." Cyrene grinned while grabbing a lotlgray hair in the front. "You
see, this is from your separation.” She releasetidie at hearing the laughs.

"We'll try not to mother." Xena grinned with a ddagath. "I couldn't handle
another."



Gabrielle groaned. "Dido."

"Well, that's good." The innkeeper stood. "But ftbeget back to my cooking. You
both did enjoy your trip?"

"Oh yes." Gabrielle smiled. "Was nice to reminiat®ut our first day we met."
The tall warrior sighed dramatically. "Yes whenrsf met that annoying blond."

"Hey!" The young warrior mock glared at her partni&ou know you loved that
annoying blond."

"Maybe."
"Pfffft, you got knocked over." The Amazon Queenr&ed.

"Yeah well we won't say what you were thinking whe&ame into the scene to save
you from Draco's men."

"l do believe this is my cue."” Cyrene chuckled wiitna and Gabrielle. "Both be here
promptly for dinner." She walked towards the kitcltmor. "Because you're both
waitresses tonight."

Both Soulmates' heads instantly turned to the iep&ewith wide eyes.
The tavern owner chuckled.
"Mom, Xena and | won't make it." Gabrielle gaveaaup

Cyrene grinned. "l was fooling." She winked as &ltaed to the door. "But if you
want to let me know."

"Hey mom." The Amazon Queen evilly grinned. "CamZand | work the bar?"

The innkeeper turned around while holding the dt®ure if you really want to
sweety. It'll give me extra time to cook."

The small woman glanced to her Soulmate. "WhatsaguXena?"

The warrior grinned and lifted her eyes to her reathiwe'll be here mother."
The older woman smiled warmly. "Wonderful." She o the kitchen.
Gabrielle laughed with excitement. "This is goingoe fun."”

"How you figure?"

"Oh come on Xen." The young warrior glanced todlter warrior. "We can toss
those mugs every which way, throw the liquor arquami sail the mugs down the bar
to the customers.”

Xena laughed. "Great, we'll have more port on kberfthen in the customers'
stomachs."

Gabrielle chuckled. "Are you saying we're not camated enough to do that?" She
arched an eyebrow.



"Nnnow that you say that, we'd be perfect.”

The smaller female grinned and leaned over tola@ssover lightly. "Let's go
upstairs."

The tall woman stood up and peered down at hen@artWe're also perfect for-"
"Snuggling, | agree."”
Xena grinned a little. "You call it that and | wodb it."

Gabrielle's nose crinkled together. "You've gobmpthere. Warriors don't snuggle
together.”

"No." The older woman leaned forward and lifted Beulmate up into her arms.

"Wahoo." The short warrior wrapped her arms ardugdpartner. "Take me upstairs
Jeeves."

The warrior had a coolly look as she said, "Galarjelo you want to get a good look
at this floor?"

"Oh no." Gabrielle frantically worked to wrap hegk around her Soulmate and arms
around the warrior's shoulders. "Ha, try to droprmoe."”

Xena chuckled and kissed the top of her partner&hkad. "l wouldn't. Ssso, I'm your
slave now huh?"

The small woman meekly smiled. "Welll... how doesdestave sound?"

"Ooooh really good." The warrior's arms shiftedttéel to hold Gabrielle better. Then
an evil grin crossed her lips. "Ssso we still shmg®" She began to move her arms to
try and carry her partner again.

Gabrielle went with the flow and rested back in loser's arms. She dropped her
head against Xena's shoulder. "Nnno, thought wilcowuddle."

"Gabrielle." The warrior warned as she starteditolcthe steps. "Warriors don't-"
"Cuddle... yeah yeah." The warrior-bard chuckled. d8@what about... nuzzling?"
Xena huffed. "Try again." She came up to the hall.

"Oh oh I got it now!" Gabrielle laughed. "We'll nkestogether.”

"Gabrielle!"
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"Mmm, this is nice... sitting here nestling together.
"Gabrielle," the warrior growled. "I told you, bsdestle... warriors don't.”

"Okay okay." Gabrielle continued running her riglaind through her warrior's hair.
"How about we go from the lover's perspective.”

Xena glanced up to her partner. "If you go by ffespective there is no... nestling



it's all sex." She had her head laying in Gabrelp.

The small warrior laughed. "True..." She wrinkled hese. "Or fondling." She sat
back a little into the headboard of the bed. "Htww the... partner's perspective?"

The pair was sitting in the middle of the bed wihkir weapons gone. Gabrielle
resting into the headboard with Xena's head irddgerHer right hand was running
through Xena's hair while her left hand restedrenwarrior's leather clad stomach.

The warrior however had her right hand grazing ngh @own her Soulmate's leg. Her
other hand on top of Gabrielle's hand on her stbimdartner's perspective... mmm
only strictly business, no nestling."

"That's true. How about friends?"

"Only in times of pain to comfort." Xena chucklé@here's only one left."
"Strangers?" Gabrielle suggested.

The older woman squeezed her lover's leg. "Ha h@uoeen."

"Oh that's better." The Queen grinned. "Ssso, wtiar then strangers?" She had an
innocent look.

Xena chuckled. "Soulmates."
"Oh yeah." The small woman evilly grinned. "Complgtforgot.”

"Right." The Warrior Princess's hand started tdeglip and down her Soulmate's leg
again.

"Well... since we've done the nestling like Soulmatése young woman now
rapidly moved to press her body against Xena'€'s'liey the lovers aspect.”

Xena's eyes went a little dark while her arms vegatind her partner's waist.
"Gabrielle, we only have about twenty or so mindtefre we need to work the bar."

The small woman lay resting on top of Xena. "Leawesplenty of time to take care
of you." She sat up with her legs straddling Xehgis. Her right hand slipped
between her lover's leather skirt. "l always ta&ee®f my lover's needs."

"Gabrielle," growled the watrrior.

Gabrielle grinned and leaned down to her partnee. @hispered into Xena's ear, "Do
you really want me to stop?"

The warrior closed her eyes and ushered back, "Slee"arched her back a little. "I
always need your touch."

"I know." The warrior-bard kissed her Soulmate dgefy¥ou're mine." She sat back
up while pressing her hips against Xena's. Herefitigs came up her partner's legs
more and slipped between warm folds.

Xena kept her eyes closed and grasped Gabrielpess'iGabrielle.” Her voice held a
deep plea.



"Don't worry." Gabrielle rubbed her thumb down beén the folds as she watched
Xena's breathing rapidly pick up. "Gods, everythabgut you is amazing Xena." She
slipped two fingers in Xena's center.

"Oh gods." The warrior arched her back.

The young warrior's eyes were sparkling and shamégdraw her fingers in and out
of her lover. Her left hand went to Xena's stomaicti pressed down there. She loved
to talk to Xena at these points to make her clifisater. She knew her words and
voice held power over Xena. "Can you feel me insitlgou Xena?"

"Yess." Xena clenched her teeth and opened hettcayes.
Gabrielle smiled with love while saying, "I'll tak®u higher and higher."

The warrior's eyes slammed shut when she felt tweerfingers come inside of her.

The tempo picked up leaving her dying for air. bkl Gabrielle's waist tightly and

felt the fire flame up from her center, to her ¢hesher arms and legs, to her head,
and it took her over. Her body went over the edgeshe dropped her back on the

bed.

The small warrior grinned with satisfaction. Sheeéally pulled her fingers out then
rapidly leaned down to kiss her lover. Her named passed into her mouth.

Xena breathed heavily once her partner ended s Kihat was... nice."

Gabrielle chuckled and dropped her head into Xerek. She spread her legs out to
rest on Xena's. "Feel good huh?"

"l always do." The warrior grinned. "Since | meuybShe wrapped her arms around
the lower half of her best friend's waist. Her ¢lstdl rose up and down quickly.

"Feeling is definitely mutual." The warrior-barduttkled. "Guess we better head
down huh?"

"Mmm yeah." Xena's eyes opened with a twinkle &sligted her lips close to
Gabrielle's ear. She whispered in a deep voicet, I'Eake care of my lover's needs
too."

Gabrielle's eyes shut instantly when two fingete®esd inside of her. "Oh gods
Xena." She buried her head down into her partnec&. Her legs came back up to
clamp on Xena's sides. "Xena please."

The warrior wasn't moving her fingers instead shat khem idle. "Do you want me to
stop... want me to remove my fingers?"

"Gods no." The small warrior's arms tightened acbher lover.
"Want me to move my fingers in and out? Then adde?ib
The Amazon Queen nuzzled her warrior's neck. "Yes."

Xena grinned while she slid her two left fingersaimd out. Her right arm was still
around Gabirielle's back holding her down.



"Xena... gods I love you."

The warrior's grin shifted into a smile. She coméid moving her fingers at a
moderate pace. She pressed her lips against heepatemple. "I love you too."

Xena could feel her partner's body breaking owt answeat with her coarse breathing.
"| still remember seeing you in the grove. You wsoegorgeous then and you keep
looking more beautiful each day."

Gabrielle whimpered and clung tightly to her Sou&he hadn't felt this vulnerable
in so long but she loved it in Xena's arms andhouc

Xena smiled knowing what her Soulmate was feellMgu're the most precious thing
to me." She carefully slipped in a third finger Bapt the same pace. "lI'd do anything
to have you Gabrielle." Her left hand was glidilmand down her partner's hot back.
She then started to feel her Soulmate's tears omela&. She kissed Gabrielle's temple
again. "Do you like this?"

The small woman simply nodded for that was allathwld manage between the
powerful emotions bubbling up and physical feelings

"Me too." Xena now slipped a fourth finger in whikeling Gabrielle's center begin to
tighten. "I love having you feel vulnerable onlyrtee. But you feel protected too
huh?"

Again Gabrielle only could nod yet she did fairkigs Xena's neck. She still was
crying.

"l love you." The warrior held Gabrielle again whier left arm. "I'm going to take
you." She moved her fingers fast as she felt heirBate's head bury more into her
neck. She felt her partner after a number of tragtk in a deep breath and go very
still. Xena closed her eyes at feeling her lovegister tighten over her fingers.

The warrior-bard's chest rose high and stoppe@agmtv clamped down.

The older woman cautiously brought her fingersajuGabrielle. Her left hand came
under her friend's chin to lift her head and claien lips.

The Amazon Queen filled her lover's mouth with Wwarrior's name in a scream.
After the kiss she dropped her head back into >emeck while she tried to breathe.

Xena wrapped both her arms around Gabrielle whdiimg for her Soulmate to
come back. "lI've got you." She shifted her leftdhdack up to lift her partner's head.
"Okay?" She smiled warmly. She then saw the looksahbrielle's face and it sent her
into a frantic worry. "Gabrielle?"

"Xena, please don't ever leave me again." Gabmetlet into tears. Her voice was
shaky as her body and emotions. She spoke fragtitiadlon't want to separate from
you again. | wouldn't make it." She was shakinghesad. "Gods please don't leave me
again. | don't want to lose you. Gods please Xehate separations. I'm sorry for
everything. Please Xena, don't leave me agains@{éa

"Sssh, it's okay." Xena's eyes were wide with &t she tightly held her partner with
protection. In frenzy she pushed Gabrielle's headdnto her neck. "l won't leave
you." She started to cry and her voice startedhixas now. "l promise, never." She



felt her Soulmate clung to her tightly, shakingd @nying hard. "l won't Gabrielle, |
swear. I'm yours forever." She dug her head intbri@le’'s. "Forever."

The Soulmates remained grasping onto each otlstraer desperation of love as if
death was coming to take the other away. As if $bimg was coming to separate
them again. However in those minutes the Soulnditest only find a physical
release by a soul one.

~F kK

"Are you both okay?" Cyrene stepped up to the tewolifates after noticing their red
eyes.

"We're fine mom." Gabrielle smiled in reassurari¥ena and | just had a... good
cry.”

The innkeeper put her hands on her hips. "Aftertweatalked about?"

"No." Xena shook her head. "Something else mott&re'd noticed the customers
already coming into the tavern. "Hey, you don't dninGabrielle and | go into the
kitchen for a second before taking over the bar?"

"Sure dear." Cyrene smiled but her eyes held wdfityere's nobody in there, take
your time."

"Thanks." The warrior walked into the kitchen witer Soulmate. When they came
in, she bent down to be eye level with Gabriellee $fted her right hand to brush
back Gabrielle's faintly wet bangs. "You'll be oRay

"Yeah." The small warrior smiled and leaned into f@tner's hand. "You'll be
okay?"

Xena smiled with love. "Yeah." Gabrielle took hemnl.

"Just need to relax."

The tall woman chuckled. "And enjoy the night.”

"Thank you." The Amazon Queen breathed in deepkgel better."

"Me too." The older woman held her partner's hagltly. "Forever." She stood back
up with her smile. "Come on, let's go toss somé @aund."

The small woman snickered and walked out the datbr anew strength. "We have
the c-c-c-courage."

Xena followed behind with the same new strengtimfjlher too. "Hades yes."

The pair came outside and took over the bar. Cynear inside to start cooking up
orders and Saada went around the tavern takingsatel handing food out.

"Two mugs Gabrielle."

The small warrior grinned, reached to her leftnéa towards Xena, and tossed to the
two mugs to her Soulmate.

Xena caught them by the handles and whirl arounklesrheels to the two barrels of



port.

Gabrielle took a step, reached out and slammed dloetaps for the barrels. She saw
the mugs fill up and she rammed the taps back up.

The warrior spun around then stepped up to the'baok out." She put the two mugs
on the bar and slid them down.

The customers all rapidly lifted their mugs outlod way and put them back down
after the mugs went by.

"Wahoo." The two men reached out to grab their mUysanks Xena and
Gabrielle." They'd held their mugs up in jester drahk.

The small warrior grabbed another mug. "Vintageewin

"Got it." Xena leaned back to reach under the $he pulled out a skin of wine then
turned towards her partner.

Gabrielle tipped the mug as she saw her warrior gawine in.

The watrrior lifted the skin up and down but stopgeslflow once the mug was full.
"Be back." The warrior-bard strolled from behine thar to go to a patron at a table.
Xena corked the skin and placed it under the bainag

"Can | get some more port?"

The Warrior Princess grinned. "Toss it to me." 8&aaght the mug thrown to her. She
whirled around to fill the mug up, after that shid the mug down the bar back to the
person.

"Thanks." The customer smiled and drank his port.
"Hey Xena, can | get that wineskin?"

"Sure." The dark woman reached under the bar tthgetkin. She lifted it up. "Catch
Gabirielle." She threw it towards her Soulmate acthe tavern.

All the customers watched the skin fly over theaadis.

Gabrielle simply snatched it out of midair. "TharikShe uncorked the top and
poured it into the mug she held. Once the mug whslie placed it on the table in
front of the man whom ordered it.

"Hey can | get some of that wine?"
Xena glanced away from the woman that asked diahé'Hey Gabrielle, done?"

"Yup, coming at you." The Amazon Queen corked tdpedand threw it back. She
grinned at seeing her Soulmate catch it.

The Warrior Princess uncorked the skin as she patireto the mug the woman held
towards her. She was grinning from ear to ear.



Gabrielle started walking back towards the bar.
"Excuse me miss, can | get some more ale?"

Gabrielle stopped in mid-step and backed up. "8ung." She took the mug. "Hey
Xena, got a mug coming at you."

The warrior laughed with a smile. "Gotcha covesahd it."

The warrior-bard thew the mug across the taverncandkled.

"What you need Gabrielle?" Xena caught the mug.

"Ale." The small warrior glanced down to the malull... half?"

"Half a mug would be great," the man answered.

The small woman lifted her head and started walkiggin. "Half a mug Xena."

"Grab it at the end of the bar Gabrielle." The vearcalled off and she turned to the
bar. She slid the mug down the bar as all the rfigd.

Gabrielle came up to the end of the bar with a.@ime reached out and caught the
mug by the handle and spun on her heels. "Thantsgrd

"No problem." Xena chuckled.
The younger warrior strolled across the tavern ladke same man.
"Can | get some peanuts down here." The youngenmaaed at the end of the bar.

"Right, sorry about that one." Xena reached ungetar to pop up a bowl of peanuts.
"Watch out, coming through." She slid the bowl down

The people at the bar simultaneously lifted thamgmto drink and let the bowl fly by.

"Hey Xena, can | get a towel over here?" Gabrieltked up from the table that was
dirty and empty with a plate.

"Coming at you." The warrior balled up the towetldhrew it.

The small warrior whipped it out of midair and $tarcleaning the table. "Hey Xena,
can you handle a plate?"

"Sure, dirty?"

"Yup." Gabrielle straightened up with the platee$ughed. "Ready?"

The warrior looked up. "Throw it to me."

"Here it comes." The warrior-bard threw the plateoas the tavern like a disc.
The plate spun past the people and one woman ducked

The Amazon Queen cringed. "Sorry about that onama’



"S'alright." The woman smiled and went back toresti

The warrior caught the plate and walked into thehian. "Cover the bar for me
Gabrielle."

"Gotcha covered." The small warrior went power wadkoehind the bar. "Anybody
need anything?" She slung the towel over her sleould

"Yup, can you get me some water to wash these pedown with?"
Gabrielle chuckled. "You got it." She grabbed a mand flipped it in midair to catch.

The Warrior Princess came out of the kitchen wahAd behind her. She came over
to her Soulmate's side and slammed down the talhdowater barrel.

The small woman grinned as she let the mug fill'Gpanks."

Xena winked and flipped the tab up when the mugfwhs'No problem."
An older woman came up to the bar. "Can | pay m¢'t&&he smiled warmly.
Xena came up to her behind the bar. "Sure, whatidgget?"

"Two wines and two specials.”

The warrior nodded. "Six dinars."

Gabrielle wiped her hands on her the towel oversheulder.

The older woman fished out eight dinars. "Thankea&&eep the change.”
"Thanks, have a goodnight."

"You too." The older woman smiled then headed dtih@ tavern.

Xena turned to her partner. "Money coming at you."

The small warrior stepped back five steps to thewaich held the money for the
tavern, she held her hands out. "Lay it on me."

The tall woman laughed and tossed two coins ahe.ti

Gabrielle caught them while reaching back to deégbsm into the jar with a huge
grin.

"How about some port over here?" asked a youngerfroan across the tavern.
The Amazon Queen turned her head. "Coming up!"

And that was how the entire night went for the $matkes. The air in the tavern that
night light with the Soulmates laughing and chuaflover their style of bartending.

"Thank you both, you were a great help."

Xena grinned. "Didn't think bartending could befwo." She kicked back in her seat.



Gabrielle chuckled. "Yeah mom, we'll do it agairytame."

Cyrene chuckled. "Great sweety, | could alwaystbheehelp. Saada and | are
grateful." She smiled while sighing contently. dcha number of people thank me
tonight.”

The Amazon Queen corked an eyebrow. "Really?"
"Oh yes, they said how great you both were."

The small warrior glanced up to her partner. "hkwe've been in the wrong business
all these years."

The older woman chuckled. "Should have been doantehding instead of fighting
huh?"

A quiet laugh came from the warrior-bard and sheeddack to innkeeper. "It was
fun mom." She held back a yawn. "And it wore me'out

"l am sure, between the travelling and bartendamgght."” The mother smiled. "Why
don't you both get some sleep."

"Sounds like a plan.” Xena's chair came back domin the floor. "Sound good to
you?" She peered down at her partner.

Gabrielle glanced up. "Yup." She stood up slowyobdnight mom."

The tavern owner stood up herself and came oveagahe small warrior.
"Goodnight sweety and thank you."

"Anytime." The young woman smiled warmly then stegput of the way.
Cyrene moved to hug her daughter. "Thank you togaXe

"As Gabrielle said, anytime." Xena chuckled aneéaskd her mother. "We'll see you
tomorrow."

"Yes of course." The innkeeper stepped aside. 'ath sleep well."

"We will mom." Gabrielle sluggishly made her wayvtrds the steps. "Sleep well
yourself mom."

"l will sweety." Cyrene folded her arms against tleest watching the Soulmates
slowly head to the steps. She walked over to ttelé&n door and peered up the steps
to see Xena and Gabrielle slowly ascending them.

"Do | need to carry you up?" A tease tone.
A laugh came from Gabrielle. "Yeah."

The innkeeper chuckled quietly at seeing her daaudift the other woman then carry
her up the stairs. She lowered her head and wenthe kitchen.

The short warrior ran her hand through her hasteswalked into the washroom.
"That was a blast Xen."



The warrior chuckled. "Wasn't bad."

Gabrielle came back out of the washroom in a fesoisds after washing her face. "If
we retire from fighting we should do some bartegdin

Xena laughed and shook her head. "One thing athuwhe"

"Yeah." The small woman smiled but lost it. "Xeha sorry about early when |
broke down like that."

The Warrior Princess moved to sit on the end ob& "Come here."

The Amazon Queen slowly walked over with her head bow. She moved to sit in
Xena's lap then wrap her legs around her warnaaist and hands holding Xena's
sides.

Xena didn't say anything right away, she just bhadrger right hand up to brush back
her lover's hair. Her other arm was supporting @&¢brfrom behind. "I'm sorry too."
She breathed deeply. "I should have known you w#ltdhurting from that."

"Xena, | should have been over it."

"Who says?" The warrior shrugged her shouldersadn't either." She paused.
"Thank you, you're the one that had the... c-c-coeitagsay something."

Gabrielle chuckled yet went stern again. "l dontbw what happened.” She sighed. "l
don't know if it was your words, your slow touclopuy body, the conversation with
Cyrene, or just me... maybe everything" She shoolhkad. "It just all came at once
and took me. | kept thinking how | couldn't loosrly' Her eyes were stinging as she
brought her right hand up to pull her bangs backsire held them there. "If we
separated again | would die Xena."

"It's not going to happen." Xena smiled with comvan and she saw her Soulmate
drop her hand back down. "I promise you won't looseever." She smiled warmly.
"Soulmates right? Only Soulmates could do what wé d

The warrior-bard grinned. "Definitely."

The warrior sighed happily. "I love you." She ledme and kissed her partner
tenderly. "I'm not going anywhere but inside of you

"Dido." Gabrielle grinned and leaned her forehegarast Xena's. "You know what?"
"Mmm?"

"Separations suck."

Xena laughed and drew her partner in. "Gods théy do

The young warrior held her lover tightly. "You knavhat else?"

"Mmm?"

"I love you."



The older woman grinned and kissed Gabrielle'slsleou’l know." She then lifted
her boots up to the bed and pushed herself intbébdenore. Then she began to lie
down.

Gabrielle unwrapped her legs and tangled them M&tha's as she rested her head on
her warrior's chest. "Hey Xena?"

"Yeah?"
"You're getting real good at these sensitive chats.

A grin tugged at the warrior's lips. "Do | have Bensitive Chat Queen's stamp of
approval?"

Gabrielle chuckled. "l don't know because you'riigg better at them then | am.”
"Oh?" Xena's arms tightened a little more. "Wonahy?"
"It's the Soulmate thing." The small warrior gridn&Would explain a lot of things."

"True." The Warrior Princess sighed contently. & tke part of why you're such a
good fighter?"

The small woman lifted her head. "You make me sdikeda Warrior Princess here."
The older woman smiled with appreciation in hersey&abrielle, you are good."
The Queen stared into her lover's eyes. "You nleaad out compliments lightly."
"No I don't, so that says a lot right there Galeigl

Slowly a smile eased across Gabrielle's lips. "Kean| try to match up to you."

Xena quietly laughed. "You do a real good job." Sa& her partner's head come
back down.

"Yeah | know," a teasing voice.

The dark woman smiled warmly. "Let's get some slagdp?"
"Sounds good... let's get out of our clothes huh?"
"Yeah." Xena sat up with her partner.

The pair was soon undressed then crawling intd#aeand each other's arms. They
went on their journey to their dreamscape onlye® sach other there. They never
wanted to leave each other's presence in any world.

~*Part 5*~

Xena jumped back and twirled her sword. "Alriglet'd try something really different.
Up for the challenge?"

Gabrielle pointed her sai at her Soulmate. "Youeddize who you're talking to
right?" She grinned. "Bring it on."



The Warrior Princess laughed, tossed her swordarair, caught it by the blade, and
held the hilt to Gabrielle. "Switch weapons."

The Amazon Queen corked an eyebrow. "Seriously?"
"Are you up for the challenge?" The tall woman gwgrinned. "Can you handle it?"

Gabrielle placed her right sai with left hand. $hasped the hilt of her partner's
sword. "The real question here is, can you hart@dleShe took the sword and tossed
her sais at her lover.

The warrior caught the hilts of the sais and sfhemt "Haven't used sais in ages."
She flipped them out and in from under her wriStse took a step back, held the sais
out, and bent her knees. "Ready?"

The smaller warrior spun the sword trying to get testhe heavy weight. She stanced
herself accordingly and her special grin creasedip® "No, just go."

Xena quickly moved to go on attack.
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"Excuse, Cyrene?"

The innkeeper looked up after fixing the chair urttle table. "Yes young lady, how
can | help you?" Her eyebrows creased togetherit"sMaoment, | know you."

The woman chuckled. "It's... been a while since | l@ashere." She smiled warmly.

Cyrene put her hands on her hips. "You're that Amdg@end of Gabrielle's....
Ephiny correct?"

"That's me." The regent smiled and chuckled. "Myaet! a few friends of Gabrielle's
rode here."

The tavern owner moved away from the table. "Isgls®@mething wrong?"

"Oh no, not at all." Ephiny chuckled. "We just cabyefor a visit to see her and
Xena."

The older woman smiled very warmly. "I'm sure thdye happy to see you." She
stepped up to the Amazon. "Are you here for justdhy?"

"Probably."
It was late afternoon.

Cyrene shook her head. "Now wait one moment." Simagd. "You and your friends
can stay here for the night." She shook her hé@dteré's no need for you all to go
tromping around in the night back to your NatioA.8mile took her lips. "Besides,
Xena and Gabrielle would like for you all to stapger.”

The regent quietly laughed then smiled warmly. 'Alhgou but there is five of us
total.”

"Oh no problem Ephiny. | can handle five of youyré€ne chuckled. "And Xena and



Gabrielle are off in the woods sparring.”

The Amazon shook her head. "What is it with therh@ts the second time I've come
here and they're sparring. Are they always spa?ting

The innkeeper grinned. "No, first time actually."
Ephiny shook her head. "Thank you, we'll go findrth"

"You're welcome. You can stable up your horsesl#ifthve some rooms waiting.
How many?"

"Um three would be fine."
Cyrene nodded. "l can do that.”

"Thank you again Cyrene." Ephiny smiled and hedddte door. She walked down
the steps and saw the other Amazons all standogdr

"So, where are they?" Amarice shifted her weighteoother foot.

"They're in the woods some where sparring.”

Eponin chuckled. "Typical."

The second in command grinned. "Yeah really, thesecan't sit still."

The regent huffed and came up to Teresa to takbdiee's reins. "Thanks Teresa."

"No problem.” The third in command arched an eyebf@re we going to go see
them?"

Ephiny nodded. "Yup, lets go untack our horseshemnight first."

"For the night?" Amarice put her right hand on higx. "I thought we were staying for
a few candlemarks."

The regent grinned at Amarice. "Change of plansgess.” She towed her horse
towards the stables. "Come on you four."
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Gabrielle jumped back, twirled her sword, then dskea tease, "Come on Xena, |
know you're better then that."

The warrior laughed then without warning she quicktl a roundhouse kick.

The small warrior simply ducked, rolled away, ammgpped back up with the sword.
She went on attack trying to get an opening inSwrimate's defenses.

Xena threw a punch at Gabrielle.

The Amazon Queen quickly brought up her left hamdl @aught the fist. She smirked.
"Learned that one from you."

"Oh?" Xena disappeared to drop down and do a sweep.

Gabrielle fell onto her back plus got the wind kked out of her. She quickly raised



the sword to stop the sais coming at her. Liftieg feet she pushed Xena back by the
stomach. Next the small warrior flipped onto hetf&he slashed at Xena's upper
chest.

The Warrior Princess straightened up as the tth@tword breezed past her breasts.
"Thought you liked those?"

"Nah, love them." The warrior-bard grinned. "Xeattack me."
The tall woman nodded knowing her Soulmate wardddytsomething.

Gabrielle stepped back and lifted the sword. Hiéhland grabbed the end of the
blade. "Come on." She grinned.

The dark warrior came at her partner while flippthg sais' blades out. She lunged
them forward trying to get Gabrielle.

Each time the younger warrior caught the forkshefdais along the blade. To adjust
to the sais' attacks she would easily lowered teéebup or down to catch the sais
between the forks.

Xena decided to plunge forward with all her stréngith both sais.

The small woman caught both the sais' forks betwleemlade but she was stepping
backwards due to Xena using her strength agaimst he

Gabrielle gritted her teeth and she jumped to gikek.

The Warrior Princess went stumbling back from thenection to her stomach.
The small warrior took the second and swiped Xefieasfrom under her.

The older woman crashed to her back in a spravi thig sais still in her hands.

The Amazon Queen bent down to one knee and préssesvord against her
Soulmate's neck as she started to move. "Gotcha.”

"Hold on." An evil grin spread across the warridips. "Freeze... two things
Gabrielle."

Gabrielle nodded. "Okay what?"

"First." Xena lifted her hands with the sais. "Statill." She grinned. "If your enemy
is fast enough they could kill you before you cokiltdithem." She paused. "Don't get
so cocky without good reason first. If you'd knottklee sais out of my hands first
then be damn cocky."

The small warrior nodded. "Second thing?"

"Know your enemies abilities." Xena dropped thes gai the grounds and lifted her
finger tips to her partner's neck. "l could do ptes points on you."

"But more then likely my enemy won't know presspoats.”

"True." The warrior lowered her hands. "But you'tae sure. You could have fought



somebody like Lord Sinteres without knowing he krgessure points.”

Gabrielle shook her head. "Yeah but you knew hegnadsure points and hardly
anybody knows pressure points.”

Xena chuckled. "True and true.”

The small warrior grinned. "So basically | shouab been weary with the sais."”
"Yes definitely."

"Anything else?"

The Warrior Princess took a deep breath. "I'm bigael stronger then you right?"
She saw her lover nod. "Don't bend down near na#l Because | may take a chance
to try and snap your neck." She corked a grin.y'Standing and keep the sword's tip
against my throat " She sighed slightly. "Keep yoody away from your enemy's area
as much as you can. You endanger yourself if yaltge to me like this."

"Okay." The small warrior nodded but asked, "Whathiave my enemy scared like
the dickens?"

"Then go ahead and bend down but not unless ypoasiive you have them fearing
you. Got me?" Xena narrowed her eyes a littles 4tmind game Gabrielle. Who
controls the most power, strength, and fear. Yaudcbe Joxer, not know how to use
a sword, but scary people and win fights." Her egpion was serious. "Always think
like your enemy. What would you do to take dowrs ferson. Alright?"

"Yeah, thanks Xen." Gabrielle smiled and movedstiverd away to place it on the
ground. "Always learning something from you."

The warrior chuckled but went serious again. "Yaow what else is dangerous?"
"What?" The small warrior raised an amused eyebrow.

"What's dangerous are our lips." Xena brought laedhehind the small woman's
hand to kiss her deeply.

Gabrielle moaned in lover's mouth. She lifted heaichback up then narrowed her
eyes. "Five, by the clearing's edge behind us."

"That's what | got too." Xena grinned. "But thegwlt draw swords."

"Yeah, | didn't hear them draw swords or anythittigez.” A grin took the Amazon
Queen's lips. "l have a feeling they're feathegnfis.”

The tall woman chuckled. "I think you're right."

"Mmm, they can wait a few seconds." Gabrielle partiight hand on her warrior's
chest and leaned back down to kiss her.

Xena put her hand behind her Soulmate's head fzeddée kiss.

Their tongues grazed passed each other as thegemi@ch other's mouths. And after
those few second of kissing the pair stood up tegewith their weapons. They



turned around to see five Amazons all smirkindhatrt.

Gabrielle gazed up to her partner and grinned.

Xena chuckled as she handed her lover the sais back

The small warrior took them and held the swordtoutena.

The Warrior Princess took her sword to sheathehirid.

Together they walked up to the five Amazons atethge of the clearing.

The young warrior smiled warmly at her Amazons. ‘alare you five doing here?"
The Amazons chuckled together.

Ephiny took a step forward. "Came for a visit befgou two shipped off to Egypt."

Gabrielle still was smiling warmly. "Thank you." &kook a step towards her regent
to hug her tightly.

That's when the Soulmates did their rounds of hogise five Amazons.

~k Lk ko
"Masika?!"
The five Amazons laughed together at their Queaea'stion.

Ephiny took a deep breath and smiled reassurighet friend. "l promise, Masika
can handle it." She grinned. "As Masika said, sirelandle all those young whipper
snappers."

Gabrielle groaned and slumped in her seat in thlellmiof the tavern. "Masika, | can't
believe it." She ran her right hand through her.hi&he's really running my Nation
while you five are here?"

"Yeah." The regent nodded. "l tried to get Solarstay."

"Hades no." The second in command folded her agamst her chest. "l wanted to
see my friends before they leave."

Ephiny nodded. "That's why she isn't there. Theardted Amarice to stay to run the
Nation."

The princess looked to Ephiny then her Queen. '&&ro way." She shook her head.
"I'm a loyal friend especially after traveling wiglou and Xena."

Gabrielle chuckled.
"Then there's Teresa," Ephiny said.

The third in command chuckled. "Can't miss out egirsg my friends since the whole
Velasca episode.”

"That was Teresa's reason.” The regent grinnecerTiere was Ep | asked last."

The weapons master shook her head. "Known youdinte Gabrielle's princess



hood."

Ephiny shrugged her shoulders. "See, so that lefeuth Masika.” She grinned.
"Masika will run the Nation fine for a few days."

The Queen sighed again. "Ephiny... Masika?"

The regent reached out to pat her friend's handbfi@lle, she's the oldest Amazon
there, she knows how to run a nation, and she$tie with the Amazons. The
Nation will be in once piece when we get back. Réla

The small warrior chuckled. "Alright, you've gotagbpoints."

"Yup." Ephiny relaxed back in her seat. "Besides) two have your five favorite
feathery friends all right here at this table."

Xena chuckled. "Thanks for coming by."

Solari glanced up to the warrior. "You know, younrmis awesome." She grinned.
"Good food, nice rooms, a stable... and great drirf&ise chuckled. "You two have it
made here."

The warrior laughed at the Amazon's words. "Yupt'$why Gabrielle and | run
away to here."

"Yeah | can see why." Amarice grinned. "Why digi@ti two bring me here on our
travels?"

Gabrielle chuckled. "Because | wanted to keep yoshiape when you came back to
the Nation."

The princess huffed. "I have a high metabolism."
"Right." Gabrielle smirked at her princess.
Eponin cut in now. "So when are you both headdeigypt?"

"We're not sure yet Ep." The Queen shrugged harldars. "We're still waiting for a
message from Cleopatra.”

The group was in the tavern having just finishethdr. Cyrene deciding to close for
the night and spent her evening over at Ferus'senco that left this group of women
together in the tavern to yammer away.

Teresa had a confused look. "You're going to st#ly @ueen Cleopatra?"
The short warrior nodded. "Yeah, Xena knows her."
The Warrior Princess huffed. "Hardly."

Gabrielle glanced up to her partner. "Uh huh, rigrémember her 'thank you' she
gave you."

"Ssso?" Xena raised an eyebrow.

The small woman chuckled and glanced back to hemzams. "Xena and | sort of



know her."

"Hey, can | go too?" Amarice perked up.

"Amarice," growled Ephiny. "Remember whose in tiag?"

The princess chuckled. "Yeah but don't | get a buzaation?"

"Afraid not Amarice." The Queen grinned. "Gotta getir regent's approval first."

"Wait." The princess blinked. "Why do | have to &gth's approval and not yours? I'll
never be able to go on vacation then."

The regent glanced over to Amarice. "After that oment, you're definitely not getting
a vacation."

The princess's jaw dropped. "I'm hurt." She turhedhead as she whined,
"Gabrielle?"

The Queen grinned. "You better do some brown ngsiimgess."

"When you guys coming back?" The second in comnsandack in her seat. "Before
Solstice right?"

"Yeah." Xena nodded. "We'll come back here for z#sthen come to the Nation."

Teresa shook her head. "That's right, you're gtongad all scrolls in the Nation
huh?"

The warrior-bard groaned. "Yup."
"Good luck." Eponin grinned.
Gabrielle chuckled. "Thanks."

The conversation continued late into the night. Aogaand Teresa both telling a few
exploits during their training that left the grol@ughing hard. After that late night the
group went to bed with excited feelings about tisé.v

The following day would mean the sixth day sinoce 8oulmates went on vacation in
Amphipolis. It would also mean the fifth day thaetmessage had gone out to Egypt
by Michael, the messenger.

Part 3

Section 3

~*Part 6*~

Xena's middle finger continued to do small cirdesund her Soulmate's stomach.

The small warrior moaned and turned her head toighé on her partner's chest. "I'm
still tired."

"Me too." The older woman sighed while she debatbdther to get up.



"Yes we should get up.”
Xena chuckled. "You think your Amazons will be upriow?"

"Them? Yes." Gabrielle turned over to press hanatth against her warrior's. She
was lying on top of her warrior. She now nudgedhead down under Xena's chin.

"Neither of us feel like getting up.”

"True." The Amazon Queen chuckled. "Let's givenbther candlemark.” She just
held back a yawn.

"Mmm, sounds good to me." The warrior kept her atigigt around her partner. She
shut her eyes again and felt herself slip intodieamscape.

Gabrielle followed behind and met her in the drezaps.

~F ok Kk

Ephiny slowly opened the door a crack and pokedkad in. She spotted the
Soulmates asleep and she slowly closed the doar.aga

"Aren't awake huh?"
The regent shook her head at Solari. "Sound asWepmnusta kept them up to late.”
Solari chuckled.

Amarice put her hands on her hips. "You gotta loelikig me? They're getting old or
something. They never slept this late when we wrereling."”

"They're on vacation, I'd do the same." Ephiny ghad.

"Hey Amarice?" The second in command evilly grina¢the princess. "l dare you to
go in there and jump on the them."

Amarice's eyes widen. "No way!"
Solari snickered. "Chicken... look at all that yelléw
The regent groaned inwardly, she knew this wasteou

The princess narrowed her eyes at the second imemowh "Fine, I'll go in there and
jump on the bed but not them."

"Okay fine." The second in command crossed her awas her chest. "l bet you
couldn't do it."

"Watch me." Amarice grabbed the door's handle.
Ephiny's right hand instantly came up to the dodndld it shut. "Don't Amarice."

"Eph." The princess shook her head. "They worl'nké, don't worry." She saw the
regent drop her hand.

"Fine." Ephiny stepped back next to Solari.



Amarice opened the door silently and evilly grinngtle slowly tip toed towards the
bed.

The regent turned her head to the second in comniéftd/'d you egg her on like
that? They won't kill her but Xena might kill her."

Solari snickered. "Good learning experience for"her
Ephiny sighed deeply and glanced back to see Amaome near the bed.

The princess took a deep breath, took a few runstegs, and leaped into the bed
beside the Soulmates. "Xena, Gabrielle!" She leitdd hard, bounced a little, and
she whipped her head up with a huge grin. Howegeeles instantly widen while
she lost her grin. There pressing into her thrceg atip of a dagger and steel blue
eyes locked on her. She quickly realized Xena waspissed warrior. "Morning."
She had a huge sheepish smile.

The Warrior Princess narrowed her eyes more. $hbedtl her breast dagger's tip
against the Amazon's throat.

"Amarice!" Gabrielle whipped her head towards thagess. She noticed that first
Xena's arm around her was tight in protection. tBka noticed her warrior held
Amarice at dagger point and had every intent tlcinhjury if she moved closer to
them.

The princess lost her shy smile. "Xena?"
The warrior didn't remove her dagger as her eyadeslwvith darkness.

The Amazon Queen narrowed her eyes. "Amarice, ffétie bed now." She corked
an eyebrow. "Xena will do something if you don't."

"But-"

"Now," growled the Queen but she added more in ealone. "You just messed with
our personal space. Just get off the bed okay?"

Amarice nodded faintly and slowly lifted herself. \ghe saw Xena remove the dagger
and she got off the bed carefully.

Gabrielle sighed in relief while she saw her Souénsdip the breast dagger in its
home. She patted her lover's stomach and got efb¢ial.

Xena sat up next and narrowed her eyes at the twazAns in the hall. "Going to
jump onour bed too?" she growled.

The small warrior put her left hand on her wars@houlder to calm her.
Ephiny shook her head. "No, we promise. Sorry aBooérice."

The princess walked over to stand in the middiefroom as she felt herself
shaking a little.

The Amazon Queen glanced up from her partner t&h®zons. "Guys, can you
please leave. Close the door to huh?" Her voicelevasnd calm.



"Sure thing." Ephiny gave a sad smile. "Come on Aced' She came up to the door
to grab the handle

The princess nodded and left the room quietly.

The regent took a deep breath while saying, "S¥etya and Gabrielle for the bad
awakening. I'll take care of it."

Gabrielle briskly nodded. "lIt's alright, thanks Eph
Ephiny nodded her head back and closed the dantlsil

"Hey, you okay tiger?" The small warrior bent dowiriront of her partner on the
bed's side. Her right hand came up to rest on Hreav's knee.

Xena sighed and ran her right hand through her hégah, sorry."

"No." The young woman shook her head. "You hadtrigido that." She sighed. "I'm
sorry, that was my Amazon." She frowned. "Woultate expected something like
that out of Amarice."

"Really?" The warrior corked an eyebrow.

The warrior-bard grinned faintly. "Well... maybe #l&." She went a little serious.
"Protectiveness kicked in huh?"

"Just a little." Xena grinned however lost it. Vley reacted huh?"

The small woman shrugged her shoulders. "No, shendiss with our personal space.
I'd done the same if | were you." She chuckledvasn't to pleasant about it either."
She groaned and dropped her head into her Souintegpe™ That was a rude
awakening."

Xena sighed dramatically. "Was a good dream."

The Amazon Queen snickered. "Really good dreane"lftled her head and wrapped
her arms around her warrior's leather-clad waist. &opped her head on Xena's
chest. "Wanna go back to the dream?"

"Tempted too." The older woman lifted her Soulmate her lap. "When Amarice
did that, it was my dark side coming to life."

"Yeah | know." Gabrielle chuckled. "l felt it... feffood. She'll be scared of you for a
few."

Xena grinned a little "It did and she will be."

The small woman's legs hung off the side of the Bé@ closed her eyes. "Just for
that | think we should sleep for two candlemarks."

Xena quietly laughed. "l agree."
A knock came at the door.

The Warrior Princess lifted her head. "Who is it?"



"It's Eph, sorry but can | come in for a sec?"

"Sure Eph." Gabrielle started to get up.

The tall woman held her partner in place and whieghe'Please don't.”
The young warrior smiled and relaxed back in hetnega's arms. "l won't."

Ephiny slowly opened the door, came in, and thesea the door behind. "Look, I'm
really sorry. Solari dared Amarice to do it."

"It's okay Eph." Gabrielle shrugged. "She just wiatd the personal space zone
there."

The regent chuckled lightly. "I know | told her.h&sighed while brushing back her
curly hair. "Oh, also Michael is here."

The Amazon Queen's eyes widen. "Michael really?"

"Yeah Mike came in with an Egyptian too." Ephinyded her arms. "The Egyptian
didn't say whom he is."

"Go back down there Eph and tell them we'll be tridwn."

The Amazon nodded at Xena's words. "Alright. | htheeAmazons down there
staked out."

Gabrielle chuckled. "My body guards."

The regent evilly grinned. "You have no idea." Sfaked out with the door closed
behind.

"What you think she meant by that?" The small womglampsed up to her Soulmate.
"I don't wanna know." Xena sighed.

The younger woman chuckled and stood up. Her paitiewed. The pair quickly
dressed as well as collected their weapons. Afey were ready, they trekked down
the steps into the tavern.

Michael looked to his left to see the SoulmateenX Gabrielle." He stood up with a
smile.

The Egyptian stood up with a serious face. He vaaflyenoticeable as an Egyptian by
his dark skin, fine black hair, small size, clotheske-up, and stern expression.
Considering his Egyptian attire wasn't fit for gemson of fall in Greece he wore a
cloak as well to keep warm.

The two warriors came up to the table and sawthiebther Amazons all sat at the
table as well.

"Glad you made it back Michael." Gabrielle huggleel young man. "Thank you."

"Quite welcome." Micahael smiled warmly. "Fortungt€leopatra sent a ship back
up to bring me safe passage and take you both"back.



"Yes, Michael is quite right." The Egyptian hadeeed voice. He straightened his legs
together with his arms against his sides. He banwgtiead while speaking, "My
name is Torrid, Queen Cleopatra's second minisigryaur protectors for your
duration of the stay in Egypt. Anything you my need ask of me and | will use all
my powers to assist you both." He raised his ha#dhis still serious expression. He
relaxed his posture once more.

Gabrielle smiled warmly to Torrid. "It's nice to eteyou. | am Gabrielle."
Torrid held his hand out. "Yes, Queen Gabriell¢hef Amazons.”
The small warrior took the man's hand and gavesk Bhake. "The same."

The Egyptian released her hand but he was stith skée turned his attention to Xena
hold his hand out to her.

Xena took the man's hand. "Xena. Thanks for yolp ferrid."

The minister nodded while briskly shaking the wotedrand. "Egypt is in debt to the
Warrior Princess.” Torrid released the hand aneédat Gabrielle. "And Queen
Gabrielle for the help back a few years." He smikadtly. "Egypt would not have
such a great Queen if it were not for both youphel

Gabrielle sighed inwardly at the memory. "Thank yaurid."

"Thank you." The minister took a deep breath. "Nben, I've come by one of
Cleopatra's navy ships. We're docked currentlizgeapbrt of Stagira and the Captain
of the ship would like to leave soon as possiblewelver he is not in a great rush
considering this is Greece and he has a deep feadoethis country."

The Amazon Queen quietly laughed. "Well, | beligxecan leave today." She gazed
up to her Soulmate for conformation.

Xena nodded in agreement. "We can leave soon agopmid you ride or walk?"

"We walked." Torrid gave hints of a grin. "I lackilts in riding a horse... only
camels."

The Soulmates chuckled together.
"We prefer walking and we'll leave late this mogiInhGabrielle smiled warmly.
"All of us." Ephiny gave a smile to her Queen.

The Queen's eyes flickered over to the regent.II"distuss this later." She gazed
back to Torrid. "So, make yourself a home and ¢ieaa and | a candlemark or so.
We'll be ready to go."

"Sounds fine." The Egyptian nodded.
"Have you eaten?" Xena folded her arms againstinest.

"Not since we left the ship." Michael grinned. drdt know how to cook and we
wanted to arrive here right away."



The warrior grinned. "I'll have something for yooth." She turned her head to her
lover. "Let's go get ready."

Gabrielle moved her head in agreement yet glaneedto her regent. "Come with
me Eph."

Ephiny nodded then stood up. She followed behinbriéie.
"I'll be right up." Xena stood in front of the kiten door.

The young warrior nodded. "Meet you up there." 8imabed up the steps with her
regent following.

The Warrior Princess went into the kitchen to talker mother.

~Fk Kk

"Ephiny, no." Gabrielle put her hands on her hifamebody needs to get back to the
Nation to run it properly."

The regent sighed while folding her arms againsthest. "We're escorting our
Queen to Stagira.”

The Queen stalked up to her regent. "No Ephiny;sthizky."
"So is letting you go on that ship pretty much alén

"Alone!" Gabrielle stomped off and turned back ardu'Xena is a one man army. |
don't need all my officers coming to Stagira."

"Gabirielle, the Nation will be fine. Masika can ki&nthe Nation." The Amazon took
a step closer to her friend. "I have no problendsenEponin back to watch over
things."

"Ephiny," growled the Queen. "You're risking my Aroas safety."

"And I'd be risking my Queen's life by letting rggy on this ship without checking for
safety first."

The small warrior narrowed her eyes. "You're gdiagk to the Nation."
"We're escorting you."

"Are you disobeying your Queen's orders?" Gabrielleher chest rising up and down
high in anger.

Ephiny narrowed her eyes as the anger came tdroagly. "Are you disobeying
Artemis's orders?" She shook her head. "Her otdgosotect our Queen... our
Chosen?" She paused. "l am not letting you go anship that may contain enemies.
Gabrielle, there are people out there that wowé ko get a hold of you to ransom or
sell to slavery. Especially now that you're the €uef all the Amazons, you hold a
high price over your head." She stopped to bre&diltee Amazons will be nothing...
nothing without you and Xena." She shook her hegdana "l will not risk your safety
because that would be risking nine hundred fam#ynier's safety. So do not tell me
to back off, we'll follow you."



The short woman sighed while dropping her head.rldat hand came up to her
forehead. "Ephiny my Amazons-"

"Will be fine." Ephiny put her hands on her friendrms. "Please, | can't risk your
life. It happens to much as it is." She smiled gadtBesides, you're my sister... |
wanna see you off." She squeezed her Queen's ‘&®haase Gabrielle.”

The Queen sighed and dropped her hand. "Alrigbt,9and a message to the Nation."
"I will." Ephiny smiled. "Thank you."

"And | do want Ep to come." Gabrielle ran her riglanhd through her hair. "Ep is
always smart about seeing enemies."

"She is, good experience she has." Ephiny smildly.sd really can't risk your life."
"I know." Gabrielle lifted her head. "l just donhderstand why."

The regent shook her head. "You're important, danitunderstand that? You're
important to those Amazons, your Amazons Gabriglle'd be lost without you.
You're Amazons see you as hope and the way toautdphe smiled warmly. "And
you're very important to me."

"And me as well." Xena stood in front of the doathaher arms against her chest. She
walked up to the regent's side. "Ephiny is righeld

The small warrior gazed up to her Soulmate. Sheetliher head to Ephiny. "Just
make sure to get back to the Nation right away."

"We will... promise."” Ephiny smiled. "Thank you." Spalled her friend in for a tight
hug. She released Gabrielle. "I'm going to go lgetrt ready. Meet you in the tavern.”

"Alright.” The Queen nodded and watched her Amdeame. Her eyes lifted up to
Xena.

The warrior smiled with reassurance then movedidyiio draw her partner in
tightly. "She's just being protective of you."

Gabrielle chuckled. "Isn't everybody around me.& $laced her head against her
Soulmate's chest. "Why is that?"

"Everybody loves you." Xena grinned. "But you'renel’
The small woman smiled. "Mmm, and how lucky | aro.to
"No, | am."

"And we could debate this all day." Gabrielle ldtber head with a grin. "Those
Amazons are going to drain me."

The warrior groaned. "Me as well."
"Of course." The Amazon Queen patted her partobgst. "You're my Soulmate."

"The best thing of yours."



"Oh yeah." Gabrielle reached up to pull Xena's ha@adn. "I love you." She kissed
her partner tenderly.

Xena smiled at the end of the kiss. "I love you't&he lowered her head to brush her
cheek against Gabrielle's. "Ready for Egypt?"

"Gods, can't wait." The small warrior smiled whilezzling Xena back. "l just don't
like the water part."

The Warrior Princess quietly laughed while kissiag partner's cheek then lowering
her lips to Gabrielle's neck. "You'll be fine."

"You really think so huh?" The warrior-bard dropgest head into Xena's neck as she
enjoyed her Soulmate's touch.

"Of course." The dark woman's lips traveled overljest friend's neck and
collarbone. "You're my Soulmate so you'll get usé.t

Gabrielle groaned. "I hope so. You still rememlibat time | ate squid?" She shivered
in her lover's arms.

Xena chuckled while lifting her lips back up toueaover Gabrielle's shoulder. "Don't
use the pressure point this time. | promise ygetluse to it."

"Thanks." The young warrior's lips spread into alsthat pressed into the warrior's
neck. She sighed. "l wish we had time to..."

"Do trouble?" Xena suggested.

Gabrielle chuckled. "Yeah." She felt her warridips go down to the top of her
breasts and it made her suck in her breath. Hey'®oehction was to spread her lips
then her tongue came out. Her tongue traveled @ipltter woman's neck with her
lips to take Xena's lips in passion. She endediggethough a little to fast and kept
her lips close to Xena's. "Gods we can't, somebolliyurst into here."

The older woman's hands went to Gabrielle's hipse.s$epped back taking Gabrielle
with her. She pressed her back hard against the ‘o worries." She leaned in to
kiss Gabrielle. "We've got time."

"Yeah we do." The warrior-bard tried to come witbmareasons. "Besides, we'll be
stuck on that ship."

"Exactly." Xena hands went between Gabrielle's. BAld that'll be at least five
days."

"Then we'll be traveling with the Amazons, so naspthere." Gabrielle's hands went
to Xena's buckles. "And | really need your touch."

"That's the most important reason there." The WaRrincess grinned while
continuing to kiss her Soulmate. Her hands travaefetier lover's stomach to under
her leather top. "I need to feel you inside."

"Oh, that's even more important.” The small wargonned and pressed her body
against Xena's. She dropped her head back whensXdgisacame to her chest again



and traveled down. "Xena."

"Sssh.” The older woman evilly smiled. "Like | sgiclways fulfil my Soulmate's
physical needs." Her fingertips slipped under Galarimaroon top to began to lift it
off.

"So we ready to go?" Ephiny mounted her horse #tcgd down to her Queen.
Gabirielle lifted her head. "You did send Michaelhwthe message to Masika?"

"Yup." The regent nodded. "And | wrote in it to neagure somebody gave him a ride
back here."

"Perfect." Gabrielle shifted the pack on her bait&rgutting her wool and leather
cloak on.

Torrid stood beside her with his cloak tightly on.
Gabrielle, Xena, and Torrid were all walking togetlvhile the Amazons rode.

Xena came down the steps of the tavern puttindn@avy dark cloak on. Once she hit
the ground she was slinging her pack on her back.

Cyrene came down the steps with Ferus beside herc&ne directly up to the
Soulmates. "You both be careful."

The warrior-bard smiled at the innkeeper. "We vathmise."

"Good." Cyrene smiled warmly as she kept her amgasnst her chest to stay warm.
"And enjoy the vacation."

"We will mother." Xena smiled warmly. "We'll be babere soon as we get back."”
"I'll be expecting you." The tavern owner grinn&solstice | have plans.”

The Soulmates groaned together and asked at threetgam "Food plans?”

Cyrene put her hands on her hips. "Now | thought ljee the cooking."

Gabrielle laughed. "We do mom, just it... makes nti¢la larger then | should be."

"No it doesn't sweety, you're the skinniest thimgreé' Cyrene sighed. "Okay, you
should go." She took a step forward and hugged X&8rake care dear."”

"You too mother."

The innkeeper pulled back but not before placikga to her daughter's cheek. She
then drew Gabrielle in for a strong hug. "You besba to sweety. Look after my
daughter.”

"I will, promise."” The Amazon Queen released treeolwoman. "We'll miss you,
take care of yourself mom."

"Of course." Cyrene took a step back to stand leetsid constable again.



"Come on." Xena glanced at her partner.

Gabrielle was a bit hesitant at first because aletBe worried look on Cyrene's face.
But she turned around to walk beside her Soulmate.

The Amazons kicked their horses into a walk toofellalong side.
Both Soulmates glanced back and waved to Cyrerresniiles.
The innkeeper smiled back and waved, as did Ferus.

"Enjoy ladies!" Ferus called.

Xena grinned. "Take care of my mother Ferus!"

"l'will... promise Xena." The constable smiled warmly

Xena and Gabirielle turned their heads away andwaliking along side the Egyptian,
out of the Amphipolis.

"You're worried Cyrene." Ferus turned his heach®wihnkeeper.

"l am." The older woman sighed sadly. "Somethingasg to happen to them in
Egypt.”

The constable tried to smile reassuringly. "I'mesiiney'll be fine."

"Yes they will be..." The tavern owner turned her rex eyes to the man. "But at
what price?" She turned her eyes back to rest@®tulmates disappearing in the
distance. "l love my little ones."

Ferus reached over to grasp the woman's hand ifocbrfdust as long as they make
it out in one piece together.”

"You're right." Cyrene squeezed the constable'slharhat's what matters in the
end." She sighed sadly. "But it's their destiny.8a& sigh escaped her lips again as
she whispered, "Aphrodite please protect them mnjdrney."

~F kK

"No Queen Gabrielle, we have numerous gods andegsed like the Greeks." Torrid
straightened his cloak out. "Each lifetime we reee& new god or goddess... depends
on whom is our ruler. "

"Really?" The warrior-bard shifted the pack on back. "How does that work?"

The Egyptian smiled at the small woman's high ager'Well, our ruler at the time is
basically our god that's descended down upon ugéoThey are the pharaoh of
Egypt and once they pass into the next life we loddn as our god."”

Gabrielle nodded a few times. "So Cleopatra wilkhewn as a goddess once she
dies."

"Basically yes. She is our pharaoh that will protecfrom the evil of the world."”

The warrior glanced down to her partner. "Ask Teabout their equivalent to our



Elysian Fields. You'll like it."

The small warrior grinned and turned her head twid@gain. "What's your after life
called?"

Torrid's lips shaped into a small grin. "The Fietd$-00d."
The Amazon Queen's eyes widen. "You're kidding?thkit;s where | wanna go."

Xena chuckled while mumbling, "Wonder if they havéeld dedicated just to
nutbread." She lifted her head with a grin while &kpt walking.

The Egyptian quietly laughed but went serious agdican not await to see the Fields
of Food myself Queen Gabrielle."

"l can understand." Gabrielle's right hand caméougrasp the man's shoulder.
"Please call me Gabirielle. | don't go in for thatal stuff.” She dropped her hand.

"Very well." Torrid bowed his head and lifted itddaup. He smiled warmly to
Gabrielle. "Then you both may call me Ra." He wasrious again. "It is my
nickname given to me by my friends."

The small warrior nodded. "That's an interestinckname."

The Warrior Princess turned her head to the Egyptldow'd you manage to get the
nickname Ra? It is the name of the great sun god."

The Queen glanced up to her consort then back odT o

The man took a deep breath. "Torrid they say iggnde Egyptian. So a number of
my friend's nicknamed me after the sun god Ra @rid means hot." He grinned.
"Not quite sun however the sun is hot." His grirswgane. "Everybody refers to me as
Ra... few know me as Torrid."

Xena nodded at that explanation while turning resxchaway.

Around the warrior, Queen, and Egyptian were thea2oms on horseback. The group
walking along the southwestern road to Stagira.

"Ra is your sun god?" Gabrielle crossed her arragagher chest. "He's important?"

"Very." Torrid gazed ahead. "For if were not Ragsi Egypt would be left in the
darkness." He took a deep breath. "He's the semmstl powerful. There is Amun-Ra
whom is the most powerful. He is Ra and Amun gottpgether."

"Two gods in one?" The young woman quietly laugh@tiat's different. Sounds
menacing."

"It is powerful." Torrid gave a small grin.

Xena glanced to her left to see the shore to tlgeal Sea. She sighed while looking
forward again.

"I feel like walking out there." Gabrielle lifteceh eyes to her Soulmate.



The Warrior Princess nodded in agreement. "Me too."
"Hold on everybody." The Queen stopped walking.
Ephiny glanced over to her friend. "What's goin@'on

The young warrior grinned up to her regent. "Xend bare going to meet you guys
up in Stagira. We're going to go along the shore."

The regent opened her mouth to do a protest.
The Queen cut her off saying, "Deal Eph." She grthn

Ephiny closed her mouth. "Very well my Queen." §haned back some. "We'll
escort Torrid to Stagira safely."

"Thank you." Gabrielle smiled and turned her headdrrid. "You don't mind Ra?"

"Not at all." The Egyptian uncrossed his arms €'tlealt with women before." A grin
crept along his lips.

The Amazons all laughed together.
Solari gazed down to Torrid. "We'll keep you buByree way to Stagira.”

"l can only imagine." Torrid glimpsed up to the sed in command then back to
Gabrielle. "Enjoy the walk along the shore."”

"We will." The Queen smiled and turned to her Saatkn

Xena took her pack off. "Hold this for me."

"Sure." Gabrielle took the pack as she watched Xake her cloak off.
"Hey Amarice." The warrior came up near the Amaztiorse.

The princess quietly replied, "Yeah?"

"Can you take my cloak for me?" Xena came up tchttrse with the cloak in her
arms. "l trust you." She smiled warmly.

"S-sure." Amarice let go of one rein and held hamchdown.

The dark woman gave the princess her cloak andgp#ie Amazons leg. "Thanks."
She kept her warm smile.

Amarice placed the dark cloak over her saddlebag glanced back to Xena. "You're
welcome." She gave a shy smile.

Xena strolled over to her partner while getting pack back.
Gabrielle smiled to her Amazons. "See you guystagifa.”

The warrior turned her attention to the regent.H)Efll take Gabrielle and | an extra
half a candlemark or so."



The regent nodded. "We'll meet you both at the.port

"Perfect." Xena turned her head away and startékirvgginto the woods towards the
beach.

The small warrior followed before calling off, "Bye
The Amazons together said, "Bye."

The Soulmates walked through the small portion @bas and onto the beach.
Immediately they both were taken over by the wind sounds of the waves crashing
onto the shore.

"Gods, | love walking along the shores."
Xena chuckled. "Dido." A grin crossed her lips.
The small warrior chuckled. "Nice to get away frdmm."

"Uh huh." The warrior reached behind to bring ti $trap over her shoulder.
"Peaceful."

"Really is." Gabrielle smiled while walking alongls her partner. "Do we keep
walking along the shore to get to Stagira.”

"Yup." Xena grinned. "Once we get a ways aheadlysee the port coming out over
the water."

"You think we may see the Egyptian ship?"
"Possibly." The warrior smiled at her Soulmatedanoment yet looked ahead again.
"I'm amazed that she sent a ship to pick us up."”

The older woman shrugged her shoulders. "She'$gakst indent about our help from
the other year."

"Must." Gabrielle shook her head. "She's rolling the red carpet.”
"Oh don't say that Gabrielle." The dark warrionged. "She may just do that."

A laugh came from the Amazon Queen. "l hope nok'eles gazed over the beach as
she did she noticed a small bird running alonestiee ahead of them. "Xena, what
kind of bird is that?"

The warrior glanced at it studying it for a momesite replied, "A Solitary Sandpiper.
Surprise it's still here as late in the fall as.it

"It's really cute." Gabrielle chuckled. "It keepging to come up to the water edge
then runs off."

"Yeah, he's trying to get food." Xena studied thmalt bird with a long thin beak.
"What they do is try to grab at small fish along thater's edge."” She saw a wave
crash near the sandpiper and the sandpiper scawiag from the threatening water.
"Or he may be drinking it too." She turned her heaGabrielle. "They'll eat small



fish or kelp. Usually they're around here betwgamg, summer, and fall.”

The small warrior glanced up with a hidden grinoimany eggs can they lay at a
time?"

"Average... three." Xena shrugged. "Sometimes twoedones four." Her eyes rested
on the sandpiper running ahead of them. "Now,dlzatémale actually because it's so
large. Males are a little smaller.”

Gabrielle shook her head and gazed up in the skgea seagull fly by. "How about
seagulls... any difference between them?"

"Oh sure." Xena looked up to that same gull. "Bgcific gull is a Ring-Billed gull.”

The Amazon Queen studied the flying gull. "Becanisthe small black ring around
its beak?"

"Exactly." The warrior glanced around to see anotime. She pointed at the flying
gull. "That gull there is Bonaparte's gull... onelod most common with the Ring-
Billed." She sighed. "I hate them."

Gabrielle laughed while peeking up to her Soulmatdy?"

"They crap all over a ships deck." The older worslaook her head. "It's the most
annoying thing. That and they'll leave remainsigti bones everywhere."

The smaller woman quietly laughed. "What about ¢hdi?" She pointed at it sitting
on the beach.

"That's a Laughing gull.”
The warrior-bard started to laugh. "For real?"
"Yeah." Xena grinned. "I think that's why it's calLaughing gull."

Gabrielle was taking in a deep breath. She sawLtinaghing gull fly off. "I have to
say... seagulls are ugly."

"Definitely." The warrior crinkled her nose. "Loddo."
"Yeah, squawk squawk huh?"

The dark woman sighed. "Oh yeah, they're brassy &we walked along closer to the
water. "Come here."

The young warrior flowed along as she saw her padtop walking.
"See that?" Xena pointed down at the water's e8lige.bent down to her knees.

The Amazon Queen bent down as well. "You meandlhgigh? They sting like the
dickens."

"Oh yeah." The warrior grabbed a shell off the lhemad turned the jellyfish over.
"Hate these too."

"Been stung before?"



The older woman nodded. "Yeah, once." She pointéaedong tentacles of the
jellyfish. "That's actually the part that stings."

"Yeah." Gabrielle grinned while slowing reachingviard to it.

The Warrior Princess grabbed her Soulmates hasHeatirned her head to Gabrielle
with a smirk. "Don't think about it." She startedstand as well as lace her hand with
her partner's.

Gabrielle chuckled and stood up. "Just testing'yAwtsmall grin creased her lips.
"Uh huh."

The pair started to walk together again while haddnands.

"Have you ever seen a man-of-war?" The warrior dader lover.

"No." Gabrielle shook her head. "Like a jellyfish?"

"Sort of." Xena sighed in addition to explainingnstead of the jellyness they have
like... a bag with air in it that keeps it afloat.”

The young woman moved her head in understandirigey §ting too?"

"Oh yeah about ten times worse." The warrior lookeer the sea then back to her
partner. "I've heard stories of how men die fror it

"Really?" The warrior-bard furrowed her eyebrowRebtple can die from that?"

"Personally, | don't' think so."” The tall womanwsiged her shoulders. "I think what
happens is... say a person is swimming in the waitesy get tangled into three of
these man-of-war's tentacles they'll just repeptgel stung.”

"Then they're body probably can't handle it smibdéks them unconscious.”

"Exactly, then they just drown." Xena let her breaut slowly. "Then the body just
washes ashore with the man-of-war's and the pehsoks they died from that."

Gabrielle crinkled her nose together. "What a veagad."
The warrior quietly laughed. "Tell me about it."

The Queen shook her head. "Xena, how do you mandgew something about
everything?"

Xena grinned at her partner. "l don't know evenghi. like cooking."

The young woman laughed. "Oh come on Xena, thi#ghe only thing you don't
know. "

"Like I've said-"
"l have many skills," both the women said together.

Gabrielle laughed with a smile. "Seriously thoulgtion't understand how you learned
so much." She shrugged her shoulders. "I meajustipointed at what | thought



would be a weed you'd tell me it's name it's useason it grows in, it's climate it
likes, and how to kill it."

The Warrior Princess laughed while smiling. Shéastywith her same smile.
"Learned a lot from just traveling." She peered d@awher best friend. "Just like
you've learned a lot in these past five years."

"That's true.”" The Amazon Queen grinned a littRut'we're only three years
difference and | hardly know what you do."

"But you haven't been traveling for twelve yeake li have."

"That's true too." Gabrielle chuckled. "I just lotee fact you're a book of
knowledge."

"Not quite.” Xena grinned as well as squeezed twerls hand. "Just picked up a few
things in my time."

"Right." The small warrior smirked up to her partdé&dmit it, you know
everything."

The warrior growled. "Not everything."

"Uh huh." Gabrielle quietly laughed. "You know asn@ then five scholars put
together.”

"Nah, maybe four." Xena evilly grinned.

The Amazon Queen chuckled and stopped walking.

The warrior faced her partner with a corked eyebrow

The younger warrior gave a warm smile and pulleda&&head down.

Xena fell into the kiss her Soulmate gave her. Sbwly lifted her head. "That was
not just random kissing."

Gabrielle laughed while holding her lover's higsot totally... always to show you
that I love you."

"And?"
"And for being so damn amazing."

The tall woman grinned while replying, "Just fouybShe lowered her head to brush
her lips over Gabrielle's.

"Mmm, is that why?" The warrior-bard grinned. "What planned from the
beginning?"

Xena chuckled while wrapping her arms around hedr8ate. "Wellll figured there'd
be a good reason to all my knowledge someday."'sidy slipped her hands in
between Gabrielle's cloak to hold her there. "IMriowould come to this day along
the beach that my... bird knowledge would come indydn



Gabrielle snickered and lightly kissed her warri@ood planning."

"Thought so myself." Xena took her lover's lipsipassionate kiss. "We better keep
moving."

Gabrielle sighed. "Yup." She grinned. "Can't be.lat
"Nope." Xena slowly released her Soulmate howetheld her hand.

The pair began to slowly walk in silence. Theydstd to the crash of the waves and
the blow of the wind. Both of them smelled the sadrthe seas and her salt. And it
left both of them with a grin curling their lips.

"Hey Xena?"
"Mmm?" The warrior glanced over to her Soulmate.

Gabrielle peered up with wonderment. "How did yoeetrHercules? You met him in
the Parathion Province right? "

Xena glanced ahead while breathing deeply. "Yesnandl met up with him twice,
once just outside of the Parathion Province and kaer in the province."

"What happened?"

The Warrior Princess ran her left hand throughhzer. "A lot." She chuckled with
her partner. "The stage at which Hercules bumpidnre | was beginning to give-up
on my life." She sighed. "l was at the point whiekaew the reality of my past but |
still tried to deny it. So basically | became a lkay warlord just so | could fight and
try to run from reality.” She shrugged her showdeith a grin. "Didn't work to well."

The small warrior chuckled. "Was that when you op@tvith Draco?"

"Yeah." Xena nodded. "Draco and a lot of other wras... but Draco was one of the
few | worked well with." She lifted her gaze upthe long beach. "For some reason |
decided to take on the challenge of trying to lK#rcules. | had this entire plan made
up, which included lolaus because | knew he waggrite that... bright.”

Gabrielle snickered. "He's a good man though."
"Definitely."
"So what was your plan?" The warrior-bard had aehatent look.

Xena grinned for a moment but lost it as she siaddell her tale from so long ago.

"| pretended to be a traveler on the road. lolassappened upon me when my horse
went lame, so | said. lolaus helped me out andrestone to a village near he was
headed to, to see Hercules. That's when | met tipkarcules and | was trying to

gush all over lolaus so that he'd... develop a tfangne."”

The Amazon Queen shook her head. "If | know loiadgin't take long."

"Not at all." The warrior wiped away her grin. "dls and | stayed together after
Hercules left. | continued to gush over lolaus ewlhis ego. At that point | said |
wanted to stop the ruthless warlord Xena whom dgstt my village with my army."



"Neither Hercules or lolaus knew who you were?"

"No, hardly.” The warrior took a deep breath. 'kex lolaus to help me stop the
warlord and he agreed. While Iolaus and | travébeahy army | sent my second in
command to try and kill Hercules knowing he wouldh@ able to. I'd given my
second in command this necklace that I'd wornantfof Hercules."

"Oh, so when Hercules saw the necklace and he kiewyou were then. Of course
he musta came after you and lolaus to save lolaus.”

"Yes, by the time he was coming for lolaus | waswnfortress with my men. | took
one of my men and went to attack Hercules. Herdudas my man instantly so | ran
off to return to lolaus but before | did | tore mgpe and rubbed dirt all over so it
looked like I'd been in a struggle. | told lolausreules had done it and he'd gone
mad. That Hercules was coming to take his job tikkerhe couldn't handle it."

The young warrior nodded. "Obviously Herc and Isléaught huh?"

"Yeah but Herc wouldn't fight lolaus, eventuallyaos figured things out. Basically |
just told my men to kill them both. Didn't happerdd escaped to go get a new army
to fight Hercules later."”

"That's a good plan."

"Only fault was the tight friendship.” The warrisighed. "l was pretty sure that lolaus
was going to kill Hercules then realize what wasmgon."

"If Herc had fought lolaus back it may have happkhe
Xena nodded.
"What happen in Parthian Province?"

"Well in a nuthsell... | was raiding villages in tpeovince. Herc found out and came
to stop me. At the same time my second in commR2adyhus, took my army and
kicked me out. | fought Herc, lost, left and thearélwith a few friends tried to stop
Darphus. | later on helped out and stayed with tles; started traveling with him."

"Darphus put you through the gauntlet right?"

Xena moved her head in answer. "l just made itutinathe gauntlet.”
Gabrielle shook her head. "I know | wouldn't."

The tall woman grinned at her partner. "You would."

"How you figure?" The Amazon Queen raised an ey&bro
"Because you're my Soulmate."

The small warrior chuckled. "That's your answeeverything."

"Do | need to say more?"

Gabrielle smiled warmly. "No, that says a lot rigfinere."



"Exactly." The warrior smiled as she looked ahegaira
The warrior-bard evilly grinned. "Did you and Heles:+"
"Gabrielle," growled the watrrior.

"Oooh." The Queen quietly laughed. "That was ansmeugh." She evilly grinned
again at her Soulmate. "Was he good?"

The Warrior Princess had a stoic expression asushed her head to Gabrielle.
"What you think?" Her eyes were twinkling with nisef.

"Mmm, | think he probably was a one time use."
Xena laughed then shook her head. "What's thatosgpio mean?"

"Wellll..." Gabrielle shrugged her shoulders. "Hasngreat the first time but a second
time wouldn't be quite as good."

"You're probably right actually.” The older womamuckled with her Soulmate. "I
wouldn't know."

"So was he?"
The warrior raised an eyebrow at her best frieid¢hy you so interested anyway?"

Now it was the small woman's eyes sparkling witsahief. "Thought the next time
we saw him I'd invite him for a threesome."

Xena laughed for a few seconds yet went dead seribdon't think so."

"Oh come on." A grin came over the Amazon Quedgpss You must have done a
threesome once Xena. | know you."

"l forget." The tall woman ran her freehand throdngin hair.
"Two males, two females, or one of each?"

"It was one of each." The warrior grinned. "Diffeté She chuckled. "I tell you, the
guy wanted included another man said it would b&asat."

Gabrielle's eyes widen. "Ha, that's crazy."

"That's what | said." The older woman sighed. "Nbywou wanted a good guy...
mmm probably..." She started to chuckle. "My oldrideJonathan. Now he can show
a good time."

The small woman raised an eyebrow. "Nobody likecO?d
"Nnno." Xena shook her head. "He wouldn't wantdude me."
Gabrielle laughed. "That's right, the spell.”

"Uh huh." The warrior chuckled.

"Maybe we should just stick to Herc." Gabrielleyggwere sparkling again.



"Like | said, | don't think so." Xena turned healdeo her partner with a serious look.
The small warrior evilly laughed. "Why not? It wdube fun."

"First, we have enough fun as it is and seconkillénybody that touched you."
"Now that's true." Gabrielle chuckled. "I'd kill yody that touched you."

The Warrior Princess nodded. "Exactly."

"So why didn't you stay with Hercules?" The wanrii@rd glanced up with an arched
eyebrow.

"See what happened.” Xena was grinning at her @artts | told Herc | couldn't stay
with him. He just didn't do it for me. So he brakawvn crying like a baby, | patted his
back, and said | had to pick up this hot chic itid@®a."

Gabrielle stopped walking because she explodedanighter at her Soulmate's
words. She let go of her warrior's hand as shefoentird holding her stomach.

Xena put her hands on her hips while she grinnégalover. "Was that funny? The
poor man was broke up and you're laughing."

The Amazon Queen fell down only laughing more. ®hs bright red from all the
laughing with her body heating up.

The warrior chuckled and squatted down in fronh@f small warrior. Her arms rested
on her knees while she waited for Gabrielle tdeselbwn. A huge amused grin
crossed her lips.

Gabrielle shook her head while breathing heavihe ifted her legs up to drop her
arms on her knees. "Oh gods... that's the funni@sg th ever." She sucked in a deep
breath and opened her eyes that were stinging tinertears. "Hot chic in Potidaea?"
She quietly laughed a few times and leaned forw&dds Xena." Her right hand
came up to wipe the tears away.

Xena shrugged her shoulders. "Didn't think it wooddthat funny.” She reached
forward to spread her Soulmate's cloak open natisomething. "Must have been
really funny." Her eyes stayed pinned on the oth@man's chest.

The young woman glanced down to see her chestadeh out with redness. "Gods, |
broke out into a heat rash.”" She chuckled. "Wahdwtill feel hot."

"Come on." The warrior stood up and held her hanard

The Amazon Queen took her warrior's hand to beduanihto her feet. "Gods | need
to take this off now." She started to take her paftk

The tall woman walked behind to take the pack glewly remove Gabrielle's cloak.
She noticed Gabrielle's shoulders red as well ffersmall heat rash. "Poor Herc, I'm
glad he doesn't know."

The small woman chuckled as she put her pack an.dgdanks."

"No problem." Xena walked forward while holding t&oulmate's cloak in her left



arm. She held out her right hand.

The young warrior took the other warrior's hand stadted walking again. "So Herc
was pretty broke up huh?"

"Oh yeah." The Warrior Princess sighed. "Actualy really, | was the one broken
up."

"Yeah?" The Queen gazed up to her friend. "Firss@eto touch your heart."

"That's what | said at the time." Xena shruggedsheulders. "Wasn't even that, | just
idolized him up till I had sex with him. The idadizon wore of real quick."

"He must have not been good."
"Not really.” The tall woman grinned down to Gallge"S'alright."
A quiet laugh came from Gabrielle. "We're bad." Siyhed. "What was bad?"

Xena laughed. "No play." She corked an eyebrowst"dwig..." She was holding her
left hand up to describe how big, big was. Her ppsssed together. "Mmm."

"We'll say sexual organ."
The dark woman laughed. "Yeah, spare him."

The small warrior shook her head. "Poor Herculestewvalking along this beach and
just disrespecting him and his reputation.”

"What, his sexual reputation?" Xena corked an eyebtIf you'd been with him too
you'd understand.”

The Amazon Queen's eyes widen. "Xena, you're gettiorse then me." She
snickered then crinkled her nose. "Besides, | agugleep with big muscled guys."

"No, only big muscled women."

Gabrielle squeezed her Soulmate's hand. "Xenaeynat hulking and busting with
muscles like him." She shivered. "l can't stand.tHa's just to big built." She shook
her head. "See, he'd make me feel crushed whilengke me feel safe.” She grinned
up to her warrior. "Actually you make me feel petfé

"That's because you are." Leaning over, Xena kiesegartner lightly.
Gabrielle whispered back, "Not like you."
The tall woman smiled then looked away. "So feashed. What else?"

"Hmmm, just he isn't quite smart enough for me.e Warrior-bard kept thinking.
"And... he's a he."

"Ooooh." Xena grinned. "Into women are we love?"
"Only one." The Amazon Queen evilly grinned.

"Same here." The warrior grinned back.



"Okay okay... we need to fix this man's reputatiorhé small warrior took a deep
breath. "Hercules is a good man, good hero..."

"Gentleman." Xena nodded. "Nice looking."

"Yeah." The young woman nodded as well. "Greanftieo. Very careful with
people today."

"He tries to understand people." The warrior grcthiié&nd help them."
"Yeah, exactly." Gabrielle chuckled. "He's justand man."

Xena laughed while saying, "That does bad sex."sBloek her head. "With a big...
sexual organ."

"Xena." The short warrior laughed for a few secoridée gotta stop talking about
Hercules's bad sexual life, it's just really wrdng.

"True." The watrrior sighed. "I'll be nice."
"No play though?" Gabrielle glanced up in question.

"No!" Xena threw up her freehand as she sighed dtigally. "I have yet to
understand that."

"Gods..." Gabrielle shook her head. "I love play."
Both the Soulmates started laughing together.

The small woman sighed then stopped walking. "OKaystarting to feel the cold.”
She started taking her pack off. After she didtsineed her back to her partner.

The dark woman slipped her Soulmate's cloak orbaek. And saw her putting her
pack on slowly. She evilly grinned while takingsddback she bent down to collect a
handful of sand. "Gabrielle, you love play?"

The Queen pulled the last strap on while turnirggiad. "Yeah." She corked an
eyebrow.

"Good." Xena stood then threw the handful of saritka lover.
"Xena!"

The Warrior Princess evilly laughed but stoppednige saw Gabrielle's look. She
knew she was in trouble however she urged it oomi€on Gabrielle."

Gabrielle wiped the sand away from her face. "lbing to have you eating this sand.”

"I'd love to see you try." Xena kneeled down tdexd more sand in her hand and this
sand held more water.

The small warrior's eyes widen. "Xena... Xena." Siepged back but ducked as sand
went flying over her head. "Hades." She bent dawstart getting handfuls of sand.

The Soulmates stayed squatting in on the beactkuoigusand at each other and
laughing. Midway through the war they threw theacks off as well as Gabrielle took



her cloak off.

"Xena!" Gabrielle's voice boomed as a pile of samedit right down between her
chest.

Xena laughed loudly as she held her pile of sarfeeirhand. "l dare you Gabrielle."

The Amazon Queen still held her right hand withvre¢ sand. "l dare you Xena." She
narrowed her eyes with a grin. "You don't haveghts."

"Neither do you." The Warrior Princess shot bacthvai smug look.
It was a standstill.

"Who's gonna make the first move?" Xena grinnesinaall bits of sand fell from her
hand.

The small warrior narrowed her eyes, dropped thed §@m her hand, and sprung
forward.

The older woman's eyes widen and she franticatgwlthe sand to the ground. She
reached forward as her Soulmate came crashindnarto

The pair hit the sand and started rolling to thefirinto the cool water with laughter.
They stopped as a wave came crashing over them.

Gabrielle shook her head to get the water out.s@fked down at her partner. "Cold
water."

"Feels good considering how hot | am."

The Queen lowered her head down close to Xenakeafelt Xena's arms come
around her back. "l know you are."

Xena chuckled then moved her left hand behind @Héts head. She brought her
small warrior's head down to kiss her, with heigiomgoing into Gabrielle's mouth.

A wave came crashing on them.
Both Soulmates pulled back laughing and smiling.

"This is something you read in the trashy romastiolls.” The warrior-bard
chuckled with a smile.

The tall woman grinned. "But our romance isn'thgas

"Definitely not." Another wave came to bump int@th while Gabrielle kissed her
warrior again. She could taste the salt on herr8atd's lips and it made her moan.
When she pulled back she saw the huge wave cormithgm. "Hades!" She ducked
her head down into her warrior's neck.

Xena wrapped her arms tightly around Gabrielle.lHm."

The wave came down on the warriors and washedeaupdhch to leave the Soulmates
laughing.



Gabrielle shook her head. "We better get up." $helg stood up.

The tall woman nodded and got up after her pasrer off her. "Oh gods." She lifted
her right hand to brush back her wet bangs.

The small woman did the same thing and sighed. "WeWl be sandy and salty." She
quietly laughed. "But it was worth it."

"Definitely."
The pair walked up to pick up their bags and Gé#brsecloak.

"Hey you going to be warm enough?" The small womgared up to her lover. "The
wind is strong."

"I'll be fine." The tall woman grinned some. "Jatdy near me."
Gabrielle chuckled. "Deal."” She started walkinghier arm around Xena's waist.

The warrior kept her right arm draped over hemfdie shoulder.

~Fk Kk

"Where have you two been?" Ephiny stood with herdisaon her hips. "That must
have been a Hades of a beach walk. And why ardgtuwet?"

Gabrielle tried to keep a serious expressionigped on a clam shell and took Xena
with me into the water." She shrugged her should@&fsat's why we're wet."

The regent corked an eyebrow. "l don't believe fiblaa second.”

The Queen shrugged her shoulders again. "Finet,'d8he grinned and turned to
Torrid. "Nice rest of the way?"

"Yes." Torrid smiled. "Your Amazons were nice."

"Good." Gabrielle grinned and saw her four othera&oms coming.
Amarice walked up to Xena. "Here's your cloak." 8haded it over.
"Thanks." The warrior was more then glad and pahito keep warm.

"Here's the ship." The Egyptian turned to his rightle holding his arm out towards
the huge ship.

Gabrielle gawked.
Xena stepped up to her partner. "Small huh?"

The Amazon Queen shut her mouth and peered upyé@éin real small." She
grinned. "How big is it?"

Torrid stepped up beside the young watrrior. "Theitsover a hundred and seventy-
five feet." He smiled warmly to the women. "Capatidandling quite rough seas."
His eyes rested on the navy ship again. "And itemed by sixty-two men...
excluding the cooks."



"How many cooks?" The small woman gazed over tdeidpgptian.
"We have exactly six cooks on board."

The small warrior nodded a few times. "Sounds goade, | think | may make it to
Egypt.”

The minister laughed quietly and put his handsrxehis back. "We can board
anytime you'd like." He gazed at the Queen. "Angbifi'd like | can give you a tour of
the ship with your Amazons before we leave."

"That would be great Torrid." Ephiny smiled warmiwe'd like to check it
ourselves."

"Of course, right this way." The Egyptian minisked the way onto the ship.

The group of women followed behind. As they boarttedship there were two
Egyptian guards on the ship that bowed to themy TWae masks that were much
like a dog's head.

Solari leaned towards her regent. "How about timogsks?"

"Those masks are the faces of Anubis.” Torrid stolpgnd faced the women. "Anubis
is our god that omits people to the afterlife bygeament.”

The Amazons nodded together.
Eponin smiled. "Sorry about that, we were maskseaues in our Nation."

"I've heard." The minister smiled. "Masks of theddi He nodded and turned on the
heels of his sandals to start walking.

The Soulmates glanced at each other with the saought.Torrid has done his
homework.

The Egyptian led them to the middle of the shipef#lis the main deck." He pointed
to his left. "There the bow with our forward mizzexast.” He lifted his right hand to
rest on another but larger mast. "Our main mags"afn stretch out towards the back
of the ship. "Then our stern with our second mizzest." Torrid turned his head that
way. "And as you can see there is the ships helth@poop deck." He lowered his
arm. "Now ['ll show you below deck."

The group strolled along the main deck to go dovarge ladder and entered into a
large room. On the left and right side it was lingth bunks with tables, chairs, and
hammocks.

"This is the middle cabin for our sailors. There aractly a hundred bunk beds in
here." He guided them though the room. "The nestrr@s longer which contains five
hundred bunk beds." He walked into the cabin.

The seven women all turned their heads each walyistyithe inside of the huge ship.

"This is the main quarters for our soldiers. Natynae do not have any need for
them on this journey. The next area is the gallgly & large dining quarters.” Torrid
walked ahead stepping past the door to the nexteyga"The galley is fully equipped



for our cooks. And the table will seat one hundaetime." He walked past and
opened the door ahead. He swung open the dootemokesl into a small corridor.
"Now then..." He held his hand to the right. "Thaths Captain's quarters, the next
one is the second mate, then the third mate, thafiar that is a guest quarters which
is mine currently.” His left hand held out to tlastiroom as his attention went to the
Soulmates. "And this will be your quarters for theation of the journey. It is rather
small so you will have to make do till we arrivelgypt." Torrid walked over to the
door and pushed down on the handle and swung iit. ope

The group all shuffled in to gape at the size efrihom.

"I hope this will qualify Xena and Gabrielle." Thanister glanced around then to his
new friends.

Xena nodded. "It'll do." She grinned.

"Yeah." Gabrielle chuckled at seeing the huge tesllarge windows to the left. A
large dresser against the wall then off to thetnigdis another doorway to probably
the head. Overall the room was large and comfataith a light air. "Can we leave
our packs in here?"

"Of course."
The Soulmates took their bags off and placed thenhe bed.

"Now then, I'll show you the rest of the vesseldlfld walked out with the women.

~F ok k

"Ssso, what's your final decision regent?” The @Queessed her arms against her
chest.

Ephiny was standing on the dock with Gabrielle Xeda. Her eyes travel across the
length of the ship. Her eyes shifted to her Quéein believe | should go with you."
She grinned a little. "I have a horrible feelingiyiwvo will enjoy Egypt to much."”

"I don't think so." Xena narrowed her eyes with aciglare.
The regent chuckled. "Or | may not and let you letjoy being alone.”
The Queen patted her regent's shoulder. "Thanlkehteglad | have your approval.”

Ephiny sighed happily. "Safe travels huh?" She atnivarmly but her eyes held
sadness.

"We will Eph." Gabrielle stepped forward to pullrlvegent in tightly.

The other four Amazons had gone after getting tQeieen’s hugs. They were
collecting the horses and waiting for their regemnteturn home.

Ephiny tightly hugged her friend. "I'll miss you &elle."
Gabrielle quietly laughed while pulling away. "Imever in the village to begin with."

The Amazon shrugged. "But you're normally somewirefereece. Now you'll be on
another continent.” She smiled a little sadly. "N\g&me to Amphipolis to see you



when you get back."

The small warrior grinned. "You mean you're notngpio be here when the ship
comes in?"

"Now, that's tempting."
"Wouldn't surprise me." The Queen grinned in tease.
Ephiny chuckled and glanced up to the warrior. "W\t warrior. I'll miss you too."

Xena corked an eyebrow. "Gee thanks Eph. You knmuwtre not looking so young
yourself."

The Amazon gave a laugh and pulled the taller womdor a hug. "Take care Xena."
"You to Eph." The warrior gave a hard hug and ghuback with a smile.

"Ladies, the captain says it's time to depart ftbenport.” Torrid stood on the
gangplank with his cape flowing in the wind.

Gabrielle sighed sadly and peeked up to her partReady?"

"Yup." Xena flashed a smile to the regent. "Seegph." She turned to stroll up the
plank.

The Queen jumped forward to give one last strorg llake care Eph and watch
over my Amazons."

"Of course my Queen." Ephiny released her frierdv@atched her walk onto the ship
to join Xena.

The gangplank was pulled up onto the ship by tleeguards.

The regent turned her head to the right down tluk ¢iw see her Amazons coming
with the horses.

The four Amazons came up and stood beside Ephhmgy @ll gazed up to the
Soulmates and began to wave while shouting wordmoéibye.

Ephiny locked eyes to her Queen as a warm smiledessoss her lips.

The ships sails came down, the ropes taken abaaddhe hands on deck running
around getting the ship in order. The helmsmanglasce behind, to his left, and to
his right. He began to navigate the huge ship bitscslip.

The Soulmates waved with warm smiles to their figen
"Here we go Xena."
"Uh huh."” The warrior grinned with a small laugkgypt here we come."

"Mmm, sex here we come." Gabrielle kept waving eferugh she felt her snicker
coming up.

"Let's... plan on it."



The Queen lowered her arm and stepped up to tlegrand leaned against it.

The ship came out of the slip backing out, it dglidierough the calm water to the left
in front of the dock. The helmsman twirled the steggwheel to send the ship slowly
moving to the left towards the Mediterranean Sea.

Xena was behind her partner and lowered her hdittka"Send a kiss to them for
me."

Gabrielle snickered and straightened up. She gilimh&er Amazons on the end of
the dock. She kissed her palm and blew it at heaZons. "It's from Xena girls!"

The five Amazons all laughed. And it was Solari witew a kiss back. "Just for the
warrior babe!"

The Warrior Princess laughed with her smile.

Amarice now yelled off to the Soulmates at seelregship turn. "Bye you guys! Sorry
about this morning! I'll miss you!"

"Bye Amarice!" Gabrielle grinned. "Don't mess witads!"
Ephiny took a deep breath and yelled, "I love yousisters!"
The Queen smiled with love. "Love you too Eph!"

"l can't say | don't love you Eph!" Xena grinnedwma wink.
The regent chuckled with her warm smile.

The ship kept turning and just began to turn teensto the docks. Her sails picked up
the wind and began to enter out of the small cot@the sea.

Gabrielle sighed and leaned back against the"f8imiss them."

Xena chuckled. "Like you said, we hardly see them."

"Like Eph said, at least we're always in Greece."

Teresa, Amarice, and Eponin began to walk dowrddoi with their horses.
Solari turned her head to her regent. "You're veolti

Ephiny nodded as she turned her head to SolaraliYe

Now the second in command could see the concdrarifriend's amber eyes. "About
what?"

"I don't know." The regent turned her eyes badh&stern of the ship. "Something
tells me it won't be a vacation for them."

Solari sighed and with her freehand she placed Ephiny's shoulder. "They'll be
fine. Even if we're not there Artemis and Aphrodité be."

Ephiny's head bobbed up and down. "Let's hopeStwe"sighed and smiled to her
second in command. "Let's go home."



Solari handed her regent the reins to her horsruri&s good to me."

~F ok k

Xena took a deep breath to smell the salty seacl®bed her eyes and her memories
took her back. Her body began to sway with the.sBifg stood on the bow of the
boat.

Gabrielle chuckled. "You make it look so simple."”

Torrid grinned at her friend. "It's rather simplalgzielle. You just keep a straight
course."

The small warrior lifted an eyebrow. "Ra, this rdyoa ship about a hundred times
larger then me."

"And you control it with just this small wheel Que&abrielle.” Torrid smile warmly.
"Go ahead and try again."

The small woman took her friend's position and gedsthe steering wheel.

The helmsman stood beside the minister. "She'srQuoiethe Amazons?" he
whispered.

"Yes." Torrid glanced up to the bigger man. "Highdgarded."

The helmsman nodded. "Good." He glanced back tsrtredl woman steering the
ship.

Gabrielle kept her hands on the wheel while gaaimegad in the night. Her eyes then
settled on her Soulmate all the way on the bovhefship. She sighed sadly.
Something is going okhe glanced to her right at Torrid and the helnmsri@an |

try it later?"

"Yes of course." The helmsman smiled. "Besidessdfer if | steer in the night." He
came up and took the wheel.

"Thanks." Gabrielle smiled and walked over to Tabrri

The minister followed his friend to walk down thess off the poop deck. "Is there
anything else you need Gabrielle?"

The smaller woman glanced back to her friend.itikhve'll be fine."
The Egyptian had a small confused look.
The Amazon Queen quietly laughed. "Xena and I."

Torrid quietly laughed. "Yes of course. Do enjog tlest of your evening. | think |
may retire to my room."

"Sleep well Ra."

The man bowed his head. "You do the same." Heddischead with a small.
"Goodnight."



"Goodnight.” The small warrior watched the man watkoss the deck of the ship
with his cloak flowing. She sighed and began hespitito her Soulmate.

Xena's eyes drifted open when her body went waltike "steering the ship?"
"It's different.” Gabrielle came to stand beside etner. "You'll have to show me."

The warrior glanced down with a smile. "Love tolieSstudied her lover whose cloak
whipped in the wind strongly as her smile.

Gabrielle reached out to take her Soulmate's H&ddat you concerned about?"

"I don't know... yet." The tall woman's lips escapéth a sad sigh. "I can't figure it
out."

The small woman nodded. "I can feel that... you'nefesed about something."

Xena nodded. "It'll come to me." She confidentlylethto her partner. "Come here, |
wanna show you something."

Gabrielle stepped in front of her partner as stieMarm hands grasp her sides.
"Hang on." The warrior lifted her partner up in #ie high and brought her back.

"Ya! Xena!" The small warrior found herself settldown on her partner's shoulders.
She instantly wrapped her arms around her Soulsnagek. "Okay, this is
frightening."

"Look to the sea."

The Amazon Queen gave her focus to the sea. Hemayeowed in question as she
noticed the small white glow in the horizon of #ea. "What is that?"

"It's the Pharaohs Lighthouse."

"In Egypt?" Gabrielle's mouth dropped. She'd faigoabout the part of being high
up.

"Yup." A grin creased the warrior's lips. "It's notEgypt, it's actually on a small
island just off the shores of Alexander." Her hanglstened a little on her Soulmate's
calves.

"That's amazing." The young warrior shook her h&adey must burn a huge fire to
do that."

"They do." Xena took a deep as the boat crashtimgavater. "There are mirrors in the
lighthouse to reflect the light out over the selaef they don't have to see the light in

Egypt."

"Yeah | bet." Gabrielle quietly laughed. "You'd eebe able to sleep with that much
light."

The Warrior Princes quietly laughed. "Speakingleép."

The small woman sighed. "Yeah, I'm tired too."



"I know." The warrior brought in a deep breath.

Gabrielle took a deep breath and slowly loweredchar down onto her Soulmate's
head. "Haven't been up here in a few."

The older woman grinned. "Yeah, you still rememdp@ng through that village?"
"That was chaotic." Gabrielle groaned. "Just beeaifshe Dionysus festival."
Xena sighed contently. "Use to the height yet?"

The Amazon Queen thought for a moment. "Considdrarg not throwing up...
yeah. If I can handle being high up and on a shijm.doing good."

The warrior grinned while patting her smaller wars calf. Then she started to hear
her partner giggling a little. "What?"

"l was just thinking about the time..." Gabrielle skder head. "When we went to
find Argo and | had fungus."

The older woman was now groaning. "Me and my lice."
The small warrior snickered. "l tell you, thatletbunny was mean."

"All I know was you said you'd get us dinner and yome back with bite marks and
no rabbit."

The young woman laughed while keeping her eyeslbdn the dark water that
reflected the stars. "You don't understand Xent Was one mean rabbit, the thing
had fangs."

"How could a rabbit have fangs?"

"l keep asking myself the same thing." Gabrieltghed. "This one did and it beat me
up."

Xena laughed a little and grinned. "My chakram."

"Oh gods." The small woman closed her eyes. "l §dimsing your chakram to..." Her
eyes opened again.

"To scratch your fungus was bad."

"Yeah." Gabrielle laughed as she remembered theeestene with her partner. "I
couldn't believe you were going to use your presgaints on me."

"Hey, you were messing with my chakram."

"True." The warrior-bard grinned. "That was sssanfy" Gabrielle laughed as she
could remember what she said to her friend atithe.t

"The whole adventure was rather funny."

"Yeah it was." Gabrielle sighed. "l wonder how Jois®? We haven't seen him in a
while."



"I'm sure he's fine and he'll find us.”
The young warrior groaned. "I've gotta talk to labout his...
"Interest in you?" suggested the warrior.

"Yeah." The small woman gave a quiet laugh. "Thatsgoing to be easy." She
paused for a moment. "We've never told him abounule"

"Never had the chance." Xena lifted her eyes tcsthss. "I can always talk to him." A
small grin creased her lips.

"I still want Joxer alive now." The small woman eececd a snicker. She grinned in
reaction and lifted her attention to the stars. &ivwe the three bright stars of the
warrior in the sky. "Oh gods," she whispered.

"More memories huh?" The warrior smiled up at thestellation that she'd shown
her Soulmate so many years ago.

"I've always loved the constellation,” usheredwlaerior-bard. "Reminds me of you."
"Reminds me of the night in the Amazon village.'n4esighed a little sadly.
"Dido." Gabrielle closed her eyes a little. "Xen?"

"Come on." The warrior smiled to herself. "Learward a little." She sensed
Gabrielle's warm stomach pressing into the badkeohead. So she reached up to her
lover's sides and lifted her up and over.

The Amazon Queen's feet made contact with the dettie ship. She leaned back
into her warrior. "This rocking is putting me t@sp."

"Mmm me too." Xena's right hand came to press agier friend's stomach. "Ready
to get some sleep?”

"Yeah." The small woman furrowed her eyebrows. kerds came down to grasp
Xena's hand. "Hades, your hand is cold." She tbeKarger hand into both of hers
and rubbed. "Let's get inside."

The taller woman quietly laughed. "Motherhen."

"Because you love it." Gabrielle turned aroundrtork but she went serious. "Come
on." She squeezed her Soulmate's hand and releéased

The pair slowly made their way across the deckéodoor to go into the cabins. In a
few seconds they found themselves inside of thaege cabin.

Xena was only in her leathers. She was glancingh@ubpen window to watch the
water that was only a few feet below.

Gabrielle was out of her boots and was coming umprioeher lover. She wrapped her
arms around Xena's waist so she could pull theigvar. "Miss that life?"

"Sometimes." The warrior sighed. "l miss the watgesah."



"Why'd you stop being a pirate?" The small womamedieed her head to Xena's back.
"I know what happened with Caesar."

"After Caesar | became lost in the darkness." BHevtoman shook her head. "Wasn't
about protecting Amphipolis anymore."

"It was about searching some form of revenge hiie'young warrior sighed sadly
while starting to sway their bodies together.

"Yes... revenge on the world." Her large hands caavendto rest over Gabrielle's.
"I'm pretty lucky."

"What you mean?" She felt her warrior turning se kted her head up.
Xena smiled at her Soulmate. "I mean I'm luckydweehyou after my past.”

Gabrielle smiled warmly. "Xena, after what you wémbugh in your past you
deserve so much."

The warrior's right hand came up to trace overddear's lips. "I'll never find anybody
else that will forgive me like you."

"That's because nobody else is your Soulmate."sitadler woman had a content
smile.

The Warrior Princess lowered her head with heresmifery true." She tenderly took
her Soulmate's lips. When she pulled back the smeler faltered. Her strong arms
came around Gabrielle and pulled her in.

The Amazon Queen sighed happily while closing lyese

"Go to sleep.”

A small laugh came from Gabrielle. "On you?"

"I'll take care of you." Xena was starting to swath the rocking of the boat.
"You're gonna fall asleep at the same time." Gébrightened her arms.
"Think so?" The warrior grinned while lowering Hexad on to Gabrielle's.

"I know so." A small grin crept along the small war's lips. "How about this, you
carry me to bed, let me lay on you, and then Istaap on you?" Now she found
herself being lifted into strong arms. "l guesd'tha yes."

The older woman grinned while slowly carrying hartper to the bed. "l love you
Gabrielle." Before she went into the bed she fouedlips being taken into a warm
kiss.

Gabrielle slowly pulled back with her eyes gradgalpening. "I love you too."

Xena grinned at that and the sleepiness she sherilover's eyes. She climbed into
the bed and lay down with her Soulmate on top of he

The shorter warrior settled onto her friend's battyle closing her eyes. "Night Xen."



"See you in the dream, love." The dark woman kiskedop of her lover's head. Her
head came back down to the pillow. Her eyes slahdged.

The Soulmate's breathing eased together. The wintihcied to drift through the
open window and cool the room. Yet the Soulmategmnlt it in the heat of their
bodies and love. And soon they would awake to aralhy on the waters of the
Mediterranean Sea. Destination- Egypt.

Part 4
Section 4
~*Part 7*~

Gabrielle slowly stood up in the hot water with theads of water rolling down her
body.

Xena came strolling in and saw the scene, sheepliflGods, | love perfection.”

The small warrior corked an eyebrow. "How aboutvadl sexy?" A small grin spread
over her lips as she got out of the tub.

The older woman quietly laughed and tossed thelttowger partner.

The Amazon Queen snapped it out of midair and apémeclean towel to dry herself
off. "I'm still amazed they have a tub in here."

"Lucky for us."” The warrior began to dry herself a$ well.
"Yeah really... after the sand war." The small worttarked up with a false glare.
Xena just grinned while brushing her wet bangs b&cku love the wars."

"Considering neither of us ever win... yeah." Galtegiblegan to run her hands
through her hair to straighten it all out. "Godwate this part about short hair."

The taller woman was leaning against the doorwah@head. Her towel she'd slung
over her shoulder. "It's cute.”

"Right." The young woman growled low and just shbek head. The hair and water
went everywhere.

"That's... one way to do it." The warrior chuckledlaaw her Soulmate brush her
hair back again to see it a little darker. "Youiesr looks good wet."

"Yeah?" Gabrielle put her towel over her shouldawvrand strolled up to her partner.
"Looks good or-"

"Sexy?" Xena chuckled. "Both." She shifted off teorway and leaned down to kiss
her lover.

A small moan came from the shorter warrior. "Bt @ur clothes together.”" She went
into the bedroom.



"Oh yeah, our salty clothes."
"They're not salty!" Gabrielle laughed. "Don't tele that.”

The dark woman snickered and walked over to the"td®y catch.” She threw her
towel to her partner.

Gabrielle caught it. "Thanks." A small grin formed her lips.
Xena winked and walked over to the tub. "Well, yaum do this tub if you want."
"Hades, I'll never figure out how to work that thih

The older woman shook her head with a smile whikestrolled over to the tub to let
the water out.

Gabrielle had on her top and skirt. "Hey Xena, wltemy boots go?" Her voice was a
little shy. She glanced into the head to see heng@afiddling with the tub.

"Where you left them last night." Xena's voice haltbase.

"Really?" The small warrior stared at the bed ® the towels. She evilly grinned and
picked one up. "Where might that be Xena?"

"You think | keep tabs on your stuff?"

"Yes." Gabrielle was sauntering into the head whntowel. "I know you know
where they are." She began to twirl the towel. "Ahgghly recommend you tell me."

The Warrior Princess got the tub to drain the watgr Then her head whipped to the
left to see what her Soulmate was about to do. ‘ttzwen think about it."

The small warrior evilly laughed while she held thevel stretch out in front. "Tell
me where my boots are or you'll be feeling it."

"Gabrielle," growled the warrior. "Don't you daréiw that towel." Her eyes
narrowed. "Don't start this."

"What you gonna do huh?" Gabrielle snapped thelttweard to hear it crack in the
air right near Xena. "l want my boots and you &t somewhere to drive me nuts.”
She stalked into small room towards her lover. 8&g stooped a little with the towel
ready to be whipped.

"I don't know where your boots are." The warrioldhieer hands up and stepped back.
Her eyes were twinkling. "Why would | know whereuydoots are?"

"Because you know where everything of mine is." (&dlle took another menacing
step. "Last chance, where are they?"

Xena shrugged with her hands still up. "Do you kHiknow where your boots are?"
"Do | look like your Soulmate?"

"Yup." The warrior jumped back as the towel's ensleglpped at her stomach. "You're
dangerous with that thing." She stepped back.



"Come on Xena, you're almost out of room here." 3imall warrior took another.
"Where are they?"

Xena grinned while still holding her hands up.Higw them out the window, they're
headed back to Greece."

"Right, yours are going to be going with mine reabn then." The young woman took
another step still holding the towel up with spergleyes. "If you don't tell me where
mine are I'm not going to tell you where yours'are.

"What you mean?" Xena narrowed her eyes. "l bétidrmy boots."

"Oooh, you want them?" Gabrielle whipped the towth the end just nicking at
Xena's left arm. "We'll trade."”

"No can do." The warrior took another step backersback pressed into the wood
wall. "I've got plans right now." Her eyes narrowed

"Like what?" The Amazon Queen snickered. "Gettingryass whipped?" She took
two more steps.

"No, getting yours." The dark woman blurred to mgueckly away from her
Soulmate.

"Hades." The warrior-bard tried whipping the toweXena as she skimmed past her.
She whirled around to spot her lover in the bedreath a towel now and putting her
leathers on. "Hades you're fast.”

Xena grinned. "When | need to be of course." Shedgavher towel. "Come on
Gabrielle. Two can play this." She pulled her leatstrap on her shoulder and started
stalking towards her prey.

The small woman's eyes widen. "Oh boy."

"You got that right." Xena stretch the towel outeStame right up to her Soulmate
and snapped the towel at her.

The Queen had ducked and rolled up to spring upthedub. She brought up her
towel to twirl it.

"Oooh." Xena laughed and shifted around the tulatde her friend.
Gabrielle shifted away with her towel up and aim&tay back."

"Or what? You can't get away." The Warrior Princead her towel up as well ready
to whip. "Come on, it's only a small sting."

"Xena, all | want are my boots."
"And you'll get them when | say."

The small warrior narrowed her eyes. "Then you wget yours till then either." She
stuck her tongue out.

Xena whipped her towel across the distance ofubhend it snapped right in front of



Gabrielle.

Gabrielle jumped back with a snicker. "Miss, yottigg old?"

"Never." The warrior jumped onto the tub's edgenaitgrin.

The small warrior took the opportunity to whip tiogvel at her Soulmate's legs.
The older woman just jumped again and landed betengbartner.

"Oh gods!" The young woman just jumped away fromlbeer's grasp. "Aaaahhh!"
She went running into the bedroom with her towel.

Xena laughed evilly and came in slowly. She twitted towel again as she saw her
warrior standing in front of the foot of the betlet me just get you once." She came
stalking up with twinkling blue eyes.

"No way!" Gabrielle snapped her towel at her lov&tay away."

The tall woman jumped back with a grin. "But youltene and | want what's mine."
"Yeah well right now you're not being nice."

"Me?" The older woman's eyes were wide. "Who sthitiés?"

"You did!" The Queen had her towel twirled agaivioli put my boots somewhere."
"You just forgot.” Xena smirked. "You must be gegfiold."

"Pffft, you don't know where yours are either." ®gy look came from the younger
warrior. "Suck it up Xena."

"I may just when | get you." The warrior took a feteps closer.

Gabrielle smirked at her lover. "If you can get fingt." She whipped her towel to
keep her partner back.

Xena just took the whip as the towel cracked atdwmhers. "Try aiming for skin...
like for example your stomach." The warrior lauglaed began to whip the towel at
Gabirielle's stomach.

"Ah!" The small woman jumped in time to only receithe sting on her legs. She was
on the bed now and stepping back while whirlingtthveel. "Okay you stung me on
my legs. | want my boots now."

The Warrior Princess bounced onto the bed. Shedubbb the bed a few times with
her evil grin. "Getting desperate are we?" She pdpthe towel again.

The young warrior yelped as the tip of towel stlieg stomach. "Xena," she growled.
She dropped her towel in her right hand. "Jusit tagain." Her eyes narrowed.

"I think I may." The older woman whipped the tovagiain.

The Queen quickly moved her hand to watch the toUizn't mess with me Warrior
Princess." She jerked the towel hard to bring Xehatly smashing into hers.



The pair went stumbling back on the bed to hitviiad.

Xena's arms were above Gabrielle's head. Amuseddyess gazed down. "Was that
really your plan Gabrielle?"

"Your hot body pressed against me? No but | likeGabrielle peeked up with a shy
smile.

The warrior grinned. "You still have to pay a prtogget your boots."
"What's that?"
"This." Xena leaned down and kissed her Soulmate.

The warrior-bard moaned as Xena's tongue slipp@dhier mouth. She let her own
tongue go inside her warrior's mouth. Her rightchaame up to the side of Xena's
head.

The taller woman's right hand came down to pressolrer into her more. Slowly she
lifted her head.

"That's my payment?" Gabrielle smirked and add¥duts is a lot higher."
"Now that you mention it, | think the price just meup."

"Mmm." The young woman pressed the palm of her Bagainst her lover's breasts.
"Let me see if | have enough here."

"I know you do." Xena wrapped her right arm arotned Soulmate's back while
claiming Gabrielle's lips again. Then she pushetk ba fall into the bed.

Gabrielle laughed and grinned down at her warf@nds, | love you Xena."

The tall woman smiled while pushing Gabrielle'sshg@wn to her own. "Oh, |
couldn't live without you Gabrielle."

The small woman lowered her head to bring herdgasce inches from Xena's.
"Good." She took her Soulmate's lips while pressiagbody into Xena's.

"There you go." Xena grinned. "Not that complicalteidh?"
Gabrielle chuckled. "Not when you're helping." St@od holding the steering wheel.

The warrior was standing behind her partner withiaads on the wheel as well.
"Just steer straight.” She glanced to the lefe®Borrid coming up the steps slowly.

The Egyptian smiled warmly and said, "Morning ladie

"How are you Ra?" The warrior-bard glanced to ttamwith a smile then back to the
sea.

"Quite well." The minister took a deep breath whitessing his hands over his chest.
"I must admit ladies, you both are quite the loedyhbors."



Gabirielle went red.

The Warrior Princess turned her head to the mam aveitoic expression. "When you
have a partner like Gabrielle, nothing is ever tkilalone quiet.”

"So I've heard."
The small woman groaned and dropped her headhatstéering wheel.

The tall woman leaned her head towards Gabrieltu can quite steer the ship
well with your head there."

"Right." Gabrielle chuckled and lifted her heade$jazed over to Torrid. "Was it my
voice you heard or Xena's more?"

"Well..." The minister gave a small grin. "I know yopartner is normally quiet until
she enters that cabin alone with you. This | havy tiscovered." He sighed
dramatically. "We may have to give you a room ateéhd of the palace for your
partner Gabrielle.”

The Amazon Queen snickered.

Xena went red as the breeze tried to cool her ddWext topic."

The small warrior glanced up to her lover and dasvwredness and she only giggled.
"Watch where you're steering,” growled the warrior.

"Yes ma'am.” The young woman went back to steelidgl you get something to eat
Ra?"

Torrid nodded with a small smile. "l did, thank yfmu asking. | hope you ladies did."
"Oh yes we did."

Gabrielle huffed.

The Egyptian gazed around. "Where's the helmsnjast tealized?"

"He went below to get breakfast.” Xena gave alsthnile. "We relieved him for a
little while."

"Ah, that's quite nice." Torrid chuckled. "He dog¢get to many chances to break."
He went a bit serious. "l do hope you know where'rgoheading to."

Xena nodded. "All in my head."

"Ah, so | take it you've been to Egypt before."

"Once."

"And once is good enough to know the way?"

Gabrielle turned her head to the man. "For Xensg,"y&he smiled reassuringly.

"Well then, | will trust your judgement Gabrielle-e smiled back.



"Thank you." Gabrielle smiled briefly then glandeatk to the seas.
The warrior leaned towards her partner. "You héng?t'

"Yeah, go ahead." The warrior-bard flashed heremoilner Soulmate knowing the
warrior wanted to do something.

"Be back." Xena started heading to the steps td bato the main deck.
Torrid took a step closer to his friend. "Whersh& going?"

The small woman glanced at the Egyptian. "To geteswater."

The small man gave a confused look. "How do younktio

"I know Xena."

Torrid quietly laughed while looking ahead agaitwniazing.” He smiled at the seas.
"It will be wonderful to return home."

"Back to the deserts huh?" The Amazon Queen'sv@sgeasing.
"Yes, the great sands of Egypt and the glory oiNhe."
"Will we go down the Nile to get to Alexandria?"

The minister shook his head. "Unfortunately note' $ighed. "Alexandria is a long
the coast. And there's a small cover of Alexandria.

Gabrielle nodded with a sad smile. "l hope | getde the Nile."

"Oh, I am quite sure you will." Torrid gave a smsthile. "Queen Cleopatra loves to
dine on the Nile on her golden barge. So | am rathee she will take both you and
Xena."

"That would be grand.”

"Then | will put in a special request to Queen @loa to take you both on the Nile.”
He smiled warmly. "l am sure she would be excitethke you."

The young warrior quietly laughed. "Thank you Ra."

"You're rather welcome."

"What are we thanking about?" Xena came up besmlediwith a mug in her hand.
Gabrielle glanced to her partner. "Ask Cleopatrtak® us on the Nile."

"Ah." The warrior nodded with a small grin. "Witlehgolden barge."” She turned her
head to the minister. "l hear she likes to wine dim& on this barge."

"Oh quite." Torrid chuckled. "She is rather fonctleé Nile and her beauty... which |
can not blame her."

Xena grinned. "l can understand.” She walked avéxetr partner and handed the mug
over.



Gabrielle carefully took it with one hand. She dranme of the cool water then
handed it back to her lover. "Thanks."

The older woman smiled with a wink. She held theyrand turned her head to
Torrid. "Now | was wondering, exactly how massivdl wur room in the palace be?"
She had an amused grin on her lips.

Torrid quietly laughed. "The guest rooms are &lgimaller then Queen Cleopatra's
room."

"Ah, and exactly how small is... small?"

The Egyptian thought for a moment. "Well... in comgpan... it would be about as
big as that tavern."

The short warrior's mouth dropped.
Xena grinned. "That small huh? Horrible."

The minister chuckled while smiling warmly. "Itrigther horrible. There is only a hot
tub, large queen size bed, twenty pillows, a ledipset, two fireplaces, two
washrooms, and a personal servant." He sigheeé. rientioned to the Queen she
should improve the quarters... they're rather insigfit." A tiny grin crept along his
lips.

"Oh yeah definitely!" Gabrielle threw up a handotHble.” She chuckled. "In my
Amazon hut we have five hot tubs, three queen libdse washrooms, forty pillows,
ten servants, and a ballroom branching off." Sgkesi overly dramatic. "l don't know
what Cleo is thinking."

Both Torrid and Xena laughed together.

Xena lifted her mug to drink the rest of the wastre lowered it with a grin.
"Gabrielle, you'll have to fix up the hut too. Ibsen looking a little to rough.”

"Yeah | know." Gabrielle's sighed dramatically agdirhat Hades of a marble floor
keeps cracking a little. The gold needs cleanirty e silver and my diamonds |
have scattered across the floor need polishing."

The Warrior Princess snickered. "l told you to kéegt place in order.”

"Yeah well, | girl can only keep control of her gemind gold so much.” The small
woman smirked a little.

Torrid raised an eyebrow. "I do hope Egypt nevés geat... wealthy. We'd never be
at peace with the world." A small chuckle came froisilips.

Xena turned her head to the Egyptian. "Well, noboaly an Egyptian navy."

The minister nodded a few times. "True." He sighéittle. "And what troubles that
can bring."

"Oh?" The tall woman corked an eyebrow.

"Matters that should not be discussed.” Torrid bW head. "l apologize for



bringing the topic arise." His head lifted again.

The older woman narrowed her eyes after noticing faw of a topic it was to
discuss the Egyptian fleet. She had to wonder whggatra did send a navy ship to
pick up her and her Soulmate. It was strangelyyaddt made sense to her when she
thought of Rome.

The small warrior glanced to her partner to seesljes glossed over with thoughts.
She quickly began to speak to keep Torrid fromanog. "Ra, what's Alexandria
like?"

"Very grand Gabrielle.” The minister sighed wittppaness. "It is a thing of beauty
that | can never describe... only the eyes can feleal the genuine beauty."

"Then | can't wait." The Amazon Queen grinned. "Shends magical." She noticed
her Soulmate coming out of her phase.

"She is." The man grinned. "So much magic thatcsimemake a person act not of
their self." He frowned a little. "That can be #wary beauty of Alexandria... all of
Egypt. She can be deadly as she can be beautiful.”

"Reminds me of Cleopatra herself."

"Ah yes." Torrid lifted his attention to the wanmrito add, "Cleopatra is Egypt. Egypt
is mysterious, dangerous, and beautiful therefdeeatra is the same. She is a
power to reckon."

Xena sighed sadly. "And | am sure one day shebegilleckoned.”

"That is the day Egypt will gravel to her feet hefa new power." He shook his head.
"Egypt will not survive without Cleopatra's wisddom.

The warrior-bard stayed silent while taking in tim&rmation. She didn't like any of
it. Torrid's words began her fear and questionihiis trip to Egypt.

The dark woman glanced to her smaller Soulmatedder expression of strength.
That's when she knew her Soulmate would be veryywed&gypt.

Everybody heard a small stomp on the deck, sodlaced back to see the
helmsman returned. He smiled while strolling up.

"Full belly I believe?" Torrid crossed his arms g his chest.

"Very full." The helmsman chuckled and turned hiseto Gabrielle. "Would you
care for me to take back over?"

"Would you like to take over again?" The small wargrinned.

The helmsman sighed with a friendly grin. "Consiagt love to do my job, yes."
"It's all yours." Gabrielle smiled while steppingay from the wheel.

The helmsman took the wheel again.

The small woman gazed up to her Soulmate in questio



Xena nodded to her left towards the main deck.\&eesignaling to leave with her to
talk.

A faint nod from the warrior-bard and she gazed ¢ke minister. "l think Xena and |
may go below deck."

"Yes of course." Torrid smiled. "I must speak wtitle captain.”

The group strolled off the poop deck, went belowh corridor of rooms. Torrid
went his way while the Soulmates went to their room

"What's up?" Gabrielle glanced to her lover.
"l saw that look." Xena sat on the foot of the bed.
The small warrior sighed while coming up to hertpar. "Sorry."

"Nothing to apologize about.”" The warrior grasped &oulmate's hands. "I'm just
worried. You'll be stressed in Egypt."

"Not stressed... just cautious." Gabrielle smiledtkelwhile squeezing her warrior's
hands. "Aren't | always being cautious these days?"

"Yes but this is different.”

"I know... I know." The warrior-bard knelt. "I'd like think we were safe... but after
Torrid's words | don't feel that way." She shook iread. "I can't afford to let all my
guard down Xena." She squeezed the large handswitous. I've let my guard
down one to many times on us. It's not fair to gows." She leaned down to kiss her
Soulmate's hands.

Xena studied her lover's eyes while a gently spal®e across her lips. "Alright, just
don't get overly stress."

"Count on it." Gabrielle smiled while squeezing hearrior's hands. "Don't you
either."

The older woman quietly chuckled. "Don't worry."
~*Part 8*~

That day had gone and passed as calming as itmthe @entle sea. However today
was not another gentle day on the sea, it wasghrday at sea. The sky above
contained a storm and the bed in the cabin corddime Soulmates of Time. Both
women being tossed every which way on the bed. Bhamall flood of water came
crashing into the room by way of the one open windo

"Hades, Gabrielle stay here." Xena only wore hathers.

The Amazon Queen was on top of her Soulmate andyvedrbing a hold for dear life.
"Don't."

"And get water logged?" Xena grinned. "l don't khgo."

The ship gave a strong toss and the pair rolleédedeft into the center of the bed.



Xena was now on top of her partner. "Stay hereé'i8Hed out of the bed to hit the

floor as another toss came to the ship. She wantreing into the wall with a groan.
"I hate this." She lifted herself off the wall amith her arms up to balance herself,

she went to the window.

The Egyptian navy ship rolled left hard then wlapHed to the right again.

This sent the watrrior flying to the foot of the bead she would have gone out of the
window but that's a would.

Gabrielle held her lover's hands tightly. "Don'tgy@gmming without me."

The Warrior Princess grinned while feeling the gioigk back to even out. She
quickly let go of her warrior's hand and turnedusui@. Jumping, her hands came over
the window to close it with the other one and slokéd the windows. As soon as she
did a large wave crashed against the window arausted down. Xena sighed in
relief and was thankful the window was made ofkigtass.

The warship went pitching to the left.
The warrior was prepared and leaned forward ashhpecame rolling back.

"Xena, get back over here." Gabrielle was stiltlos foot of the bed with concerned
eyes.

Lying in bed was about all one could do duringst®mhen you didn't operate the
ship.

The tall woman carefully made her way back to teeé Wwith her muscles tense to deal
with another roll of the ship. She came near theedvel soon found herself thrown
into the bed by another pitch of the ship.

The Soulmate were laughing hard now for Xena haddd on Gabrielle and became
tangled up.

"What a morning." The warrior-bard sighed deeplylevshe felt her friend untangle
them

The older woman moved to lie on the bed normalty iarthe center.

The smaller female came crawling on her partnediy o hold on tightly. "How long
will this go on for?"

"For a few candlemarks or all day."

The young warrior groaned loudly while dropping head between her lover's
breasts. "Don't tell me that," she mumbled.

The dark woman quietly laughed as the ship pitagadn. "Don't worry, it'll stop."
"Gods, | hope so." Gabrielle had her eyes clos¢dna, | hope | don't-"
"You're not going to throw up."

The Queen whimpered. "l feel like | am going tostasy cookies."



"Don't even think about it." Xena chuckled. "Jusefg a hold of me huh?" She'd had
her arms tightly around her partner. A small grept along her lips. "If we keep
talking you won't notice it then your body will gete to it."

"Alright." The small woman lifted her head as tlbem filled with a small bang from
a wave hitting the window. Then she cringed asdleaechoed into the boat. "Know
any good jokes Xena?"

"Mmm, can tell you a cheesy one."

"Start telling it." Gabrielle propped her arms uphler Soulmate's chest to rest her
chin there.

"Alright." A funny smile was on the warrior's lip$ mushroom walks into a bar-"
"Wait wait, it's not going to be that cheesy?"

The Warrior Princess sighed with her grin. "l tgtal, it's cheesy." She cleared her
throat. "Anyway, a mushroom walks into a bar anches up to the bartender." She
paused at seeing her Soulmate's raised eyebrowh&Saushroom asks the bartender
if he can get a drink. The bartender said he dbssn/e mushrooms and the
mushroom asked, "Why not? I'm a fun-guy.”

Gabrielle laughed while shaking her head. "Thagsstupidest thing I've ever heard."
She laughed quietly with a grin. "How about a reffl

Xena arched an eyebrow. "You know | hate those."

"Oh come on." The small woman evilly grinned wisigaying a little to the right
from the roll of the ship. "You're good at them...can't you handle them hmmm?"
Her eyes sparkled. "Let's see who's better huh?"

"Alright." The older woman's eyes twinkled. "You fist with the riddle.”

"Fine." Gabrielle paused for a moment. "Okay, wdratnal walks on four feet in the
morning, two at noon, and three in the evening?"

The older woman sighed dramatically while rollirey leyes. "Everybody knows that,
man." She grinned at her partner. "Here's a pectie for you love, how many
months have twenty-eight days?"

"Shoot, all of them Xen." Gabrielle shook her h&ddhis is hard."
"I told you, practice." The dark woman quietly léegl. "Go ahead, riddle away."

"What is black when you buy it, red as you usant] gray when you throw it out?"
Gabrielle smirked while keeping her chin on herarm

Xena thought for a few moments while feeling thesthlrock to the rolls of the ship.
"Coal."

"Hades."

The tall woman grinned while she thought of a eddDkay, here's a perfect one for
you. What is easy to get into but hard to get ¢@t o



The Amazon Queen furrowed her eyebrows. "Easytangend hard to get out.”
The older woman had an amused smile with twinképes.

Gabrielle's eyes widen. "You... you're just so fuXmena. It's trouble."

A small laugh came from the warrior. "Yup."

"Okay... try to get this one smarty.”" The Queen pdudeea moment while getting a
thinking expression. "What... has two arms, two wjrtg® tails, three heads, three
bodies, and eight legs?"

"What?!" Xena shook her head as her left hand shtut the bed to stop them from
rolling to the left. "That's ridiculous."

The young woman shrugged her shoulders. "Figureccgaldn't handle riddles."

Xena narrowed her eyes. "Let me think." She wragm¥darm back around her lover's
waist. "Eight legs?"

"Uh huh."

"Ooooh, a man on a horse holding a chicken." Xé&oals her head. "That
imagination is still working well."

Gabrielle laughed. "You're not bad at this."

"Thanks." The warrior gave a smug look. "What cdrbeseen but only heard, and
will not speak unless it is spoken to?"

"Will not speak unless..." The small woman's eyestwafiocused. "That's a good
one... but not hard." She grinned while her eyesdedwon Xena. "Echo?"

The tall woman nodded. "Exactly."

"Mmm, here's a good one for you." Gabrielle evijijnned. "The more you crack it,
the more people like you. What is it?"

"Oh that's real rich Gabrielle." Xena sighed withran. "A smile." She took a deep
breath. "What question can you never answer "y&8" t

The small woman was silent in answering. She tittedhead a little trying to think of
the answer. "Is it, are you asleep?"

"Yup."

"Sweet." Gabrielle laughed while coming up withddle. "What has six legs but
walks with only four?"

"Oh gods, a horse with a rider." The warrior gridn&Vhat grows larger when you
take more away?"

"Xena, a hole. What else?" The small woman sigt@lay, neither of us are getting
anywhere."



The older woman sighed in relief. "Thank the gaatsoince.”
The ship tossed hard and the Soulmates went rabitige edge.

Xena eyes peered down at the floorboards as stéhbedelf and Gabrielle from
rolling off while the boat still tilted. "Hold on."

"Yeah," peeped the warrior-bard. She could feelsia® off the bed.

The ship went crashing back to normal and it tdekwomen rolling back to the
middle like nothing happened.

"Okay, let's talk about something funny." Gabriétlek a shaky breath while a small
grin took her lips. "How about we come up with somegv put-downs for when we
fight bad guys?"

Xena laughed then the thunder crashed. "Sounds ¢jgodss my line, | have many
skills, is getting old huh?"

"Nah... it's you, it's classic.” The Queen grinneeitisaid, "Here's one, you're so
narrowed minded, you can look throw a keyhole witth eyes."

The warrior laughed but snickered. "Sounds like Niguld have given that line to
you."

The young warrior groaned. "Gods she probably shbale." Then she suddenly
started to laugh hard. "Oh gods | just came up wigfood one | can use on Cleopatra
if she touches you."

The older woman corked an eyebrow. "Oh, pleasesshar
"Why don't you get yourself a kitten? You couldtaeerly use a new puss."

Xena's eyes widen and she started to laugh haeds&ted down and growled,
"Gabrielle."

"Ha!" The small warrior evilly snickered. "It woukkrve her right for messing with
my Soulmate."”

The warrior grinned. "Maybe I'll have to use it."
The Amazon Queen corked an eyebrow. "l doubt it."

"Never know." Xena chuckled quietly. "How aboutennline for a regular thug on
the road?"

"How about... let's play house. You be the door dhdldm you down."

The warrior chuckled. "Mmmaybe." She grinned. "lilcbsay nice things about you
but I'd rather tell the truth.”

"Oooh that's not bad." The warrior-bard's head ledllp and down. "lI've hears so
much about you. What's your side of the story?"

The older woman snickered. "That's real nice.



The ship tossed to the left with a roll of thund&nd this time it was Gabrielle
holding onto her lover from falling off. "Hold on."

Xena smirked and replied, "Yeah." She then dughkad under her partner's head
when the boat went rolling back into position.

Gabrielle found herself back on top of Xena. "Xend'm gonna really toss my
cookies here." She dropped her head when the wifieelreg came.

"Come here." The warrior reached to twine her hamitls Gabrielle's. "Just don't
think about it."

"How can't I?" The Queen dropped her head downendidsing her eyes.

The tall woman sighed. "Let's get you on your batckion't help to rest on your
stomach.”

"I don't wanna move." She squeezed Xena's hanildytig

"Please Gabrielle, it'll help us stop rolling todle Warrior Princess smiled when
Gabrielle glanced up. "Right beside me."

The small woman nodded faintly, let go of the langads, and rolled to her right off
Xena. She crashed into the bed beside her lovehankead on Xena's arm. "Oh
gods." Her eyes shut.

"Feel a little better?"

"Yeah." Gabrielle opened her eyes. Her right aras®ed over her stomach as her
Soulmate's large arm encircled her. "I can't waitidnd."”

"Mmm, yeah." The dark woman sighed a little. Shentholled onto her right side to
peer down at Gabrielle. Her expression was serious.

"What is it?" Gabrielle grasped her warrior's gioléold her. "I don't like it when you
get this serious over vacation."

Xena grinned briefly however went stern. "l wantiyo understand something before
we hit Egypt.” She sighed. "It's been nagging at'me

"I know." The small woman kept her eyes locked wigna knowing it would come.

The older woman lowered her head to place a gkistteto Gabrielle's lips and raised
her head back up.

The ship gave a tiny pitch and the window shooknfeowave crashing into it.

"As Torrid said Gabrielle, Egypt can be very mystas... it can be dangerous." The
warrior sighed while her eyes filled with worry.h& magic of Egypt can possible
take control of people. It may just take controkgher one of us and make us do
things we normally don't." Her left hand wrappeduward her partner's body found
Gabrielle's hand. "It won't affect both of us g possible it may happen to one of
us." She shook her head. "Understand, whethgioir me if at all, the other must
pull back the person into their arms."” Xena's ey@sowed a little. "If say | started
acting distant and ignoring you, you need to renmmedwho owns me. Do you



understand?"
"Yes." Gabrielle nodded. "But why do you think ibuld only affect one of us?"

"Because we've always been a balance Gabrielle av®the light, | am the darkness.
You are the love and | am the coldness... in thé®oyit's possible that | may not
think clearly at all and you think so clearly yooderstand the world or visa versa.”

The small woman nodded. "You think it may reallppan?"

"I don't know, it may... it may not." The Warrior Roess shook her head. "Either
way, we are stronger then the power of Egypt... oue is." She smiled warmly and
held Gabrielle's hand tightly. "Remember, your minody, heart, emotions, half
soul... everything of you is mine and it's yours. Btl@ng of me is yours and it's
mine. And the world that is created between usirs.b She lost the smile. "We just
may have to keep control on the other."

"Ssso, you're saying if one of us strays it's ugh&other to remind who owns who?"

"Yes." The warrior nodded. She closed her eyesenthié boat tossed a little. Her eyes
opened again. "This is our world Gabrielle, we wtoose it to a little thing like
Egypt's magic."

Gabrielle smiled warmly. "No we won't." She letardeep breath. "What is yours is
mine and what is mine is yours... it's ours."

A loving smile was on the warrior's lips. "Forever.

~*Part 9*~

"Well ladies, | hope yesterday did not spoil yoargpective for the blue seas?"
It was the following day.

Gabrielle groaned. "No, | was just turning blue."”

Torrid quietly laughed at his friend. "I completalympathize." He glanced over to
rail off the bow of the ship. "You can see the gfaaraoh's Lighthouse from here."

"We saw." Xena smiled while standing on the poogkdeith her Soulmate in front
of her. "Are we expecting to dock tonight?"

"Possible.” The minister sighed. "That reminds hresed to speak to the captain
about that. Please excuse me then | may let yoed&eow the plans.”

"Great, thanks Ra."

The Egyptian smiled at Gabrielle and made his whthe poop deck to go below and
find the captain.

"I still can't believe how huge the lighthouse G4brielle shook her head. She was
completely mystified by the size of the lighthouSke began to wonder if it touched
the skies.

"Mmm, a bit big." The warrior was grinning as shaged her hands on her lover's



shoulders.
The warrior-bard chuckled. "Do you think we'll ngahake port tonight?"

"It's possible."” The tall woman shook her headtkli"l can't believe we're already
here."

"You think that storm had anything to do with it?"
Xena nodded. "I think they were south bound wirtaist us here faster.”
"Must have." The small woman sighed contently.

"Look that way." The warrior lifted her left hand the left off the starboard side. "See
that strip of land there?"

"Yeah."

"Over there are the three entrances to the Nileriaxgrinned as she gazed at that
direction.

"Really?" Gabrielle had a confused expression. é€lentrances?"

"Yes." Xena took a deep breath. "The Nile is a rarer. It flows north instead of
south. So it dumps out into the Mediterranean Nea: rivers carry silt, rocks,
pebbles, sediment, etc. and so what happens is thbaiver flows into the a greater
body of water it releases all the articles it eairi

The small woman lost her puzzled look. "It's aalélt

"Exactly." The older woman shrugged. "This certawer has three main entrances to
pass through the delta and into the Nile."

"That's interesting." The Queen breathed in deéplyactly where are the three
entrances?"

"There's an eastern entrance, western, and thderodd is relatively more close to
the western entrance." The warrior paused. "If veeawo enter the Nile coming from
this direction, it would be best to enter the easemtrance through the delta." Her
gaze went back to the Pharaoh's Lighthouse. "hepe we make it to Alexandria
tonight.”

"It would be nice." The small woman smiled as dlaeesl at the grand lighthouse. Her
eyes then flickered over to the bow of the boatdtice two Egyptian sailors lifting a
line with markings and dropping it into the watgglling out something, and then
redropping the line. "What are they doing?"

Xena glanced over to the two sailors. "They're d@oundings."
"What's?" Gabrielle glanced up to her lover. "Dé&jth

"Yes." The Warrior Princess nodded a few timesmdgine being off the coast of the
Nile can be a bit dangerous. The depth shiftingstamtly.” She lifted her right hand
to point at the men. "See on that rope how thexeraarks at every certain length?"

"Yeah." The young warrior kept studying the men hedrd them call, "Mark twenty-



five." She shook her head. "So, they drop theilbe the water to find the depth?"

"Yup, they'll throw the rope ahead of themselvethwai weight at the end. By the time
the ship reaches to the thrown line the rope shbeldt the bottom of the water."

"Now, why does he say 'mark'?"

Xena took a deep breath. "Mark is basically telling helmsman that he's talking
about the sounding. You may have somebody on tipeysling numbers out and
getting the helmsman confused between which arsdhieding numbers." She turned
her head to the helmsman. "Now he..." She saw her Ighance over to the
helmsman. "Is suppose to listen carefully and steeugh the right depths. Usually
the ship is going slower but it sounds like we hgwed depth.

"Mark twain!" called the Egyptian sailor.
"Twain?" Gabrielle chuckled.

"Twain means twenty." The tall woman shrugged hewutders. "Don't ask me why...
never been able to figure it out."

"They should just call it twenty."

"Well... why not just call a dozen twelve?"

The small warrior snickered. "You've got a poinkd.decade and ten huh?"
"Yup, same difference."”

"That's neat." Gabrielle nodded a few times. "Tiseadot to sailing huh?"

Xena nodded a few times. "Amazingly enough theee ot many people think so.
They think you just drop the sails and go. Nevategthat simple.”

"l can see." The Amazon Queen smiled with respetke it... a lot."

The warrior quietly laughed. "Is my side coming ouyou?"

"I think so." Gabrielle dropped her head back vaittmile.

The older woman smiled back and watched her palithber head again.

Torrid came up the steps to the poop deck. "Wdlkeks, the captain believes we'll be
docking late this evening." He smiled warmly. "@eady to enter another world this
evening."

Both the Soulmate glanced to each other with exwtd but small worry was tinted
into their eyes.
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"Now then, follow me this way." Torrid strolled dfie gangplank onto the small
dock. "This is the small personal dock of Queero#tra and only used on special
occasions. So feel special." He grinned a little.

The Soulmates chuckled together while shiftingrtpacks on their backs.



"Let's go." The minister lead the way across theetone walkway to come to
numerous steps up to a huge pillared entrance. "th@a's the main entrance to
Cleopatra's palace."”

It was certainly late evening for their was torétematorch going up the steps to light
the way. And every other step there was an Egypfieand with a spear, sword, and
an Anubis mask.

"Queen Cleopatra is awaiting for us inside withryservants to take your things."
"To our room at the remote end of the palace?" @bdJs voice was a tease.
The minister chuckled a little. "Yes, rather rembte

Xena narrowed her eyes at her lover with a grimu™ be so lucky to be silent
tonight.”

An evil grin creased the small warrior's lips. tint know silence... except in the
silent game."

The warrior snickered but didn't respond while sg¢he entrance to the palace come.

The group walked through the huge marbled entraheggven left Xena feeling
small, to come into a large room that was linechwatrches. There was another
doorway with two guards.

"We are to wait here for Queen Cleopatra's greétihgrrid turned to stand behind
the two women.

The two guards stepped out of the way of the déour young women came out of
the entrance in single file and flanked off to eaitte. Next came two guards with no
spears but armor instead and they flanked to adeh s

Next came out a dark skinned woman with gold swideound her breasts, arms, and
legs. From her hips to her upper thighs was coyex thin red silk skirt then in her
black hair were beads of gold. Her eyes were baghiter with black eyeliner circling
around to swirl to her temples. She slowly strolligdto the Soulmates with a radiant
smile. "l am so happy and honored that you bothdcmake it to Egypt." She came
directly up to the Soulmates. She glanced betwedmwomen. "I hope the trip was
pleasant enough, | heard of the strong storm."

"Nothing to worry about."” Xena shrugged with a drgah. "We stomached it."

Cleopatra gave a small grin. "Good to hear." Shag#d back to Torrid. "And | do
hope my second minister was helpful enough."”

Torrid bowed his head with his arms against hissid

"Yes he was." Gabrielle glimpsed back to the marighien to the Queen again. "He
was wonderful."

"Well then Queen Gabrielle." Cleopatra smiled watrtiHe will remain as your aid
through the rest of your stay. And speaking of Wwhldope your stay will be long."

"We're not quite sure yet." The warrior folded heans against her chest. "Depends on



how things go. Playing by ear."

"l can understand." The Queen of Egypt put her baadher hips. "I still thank you
both for your help in Greece on stopping my asadsShe bowed her head. "It may
have been a year ago however Egypt never forgefsikieds.” Her head came back
up to gaze at the Warrior Princess. "And thankfpouaking me up on the offer to
come see the magical lands." Her eyes flickered tmv&abrielle. "I had high hopes
you'd both come."

The Amazon Queen held back her instinct to narremelyes.

"But | will let you both go to your room. I'm suyeu're both quite tired from the
journey." The Egyptian Queen stepped up to Xemsh fiter hands rested on the
warrior's arms. "This is how we say, welcome backgypt Xena." She leaned into to
kiss the taller woman.

Xena felt small flickers of coldness dot her bodthen the woman pulled back she
gave a small smile.

Cleopatra then stepped up to Gabrielle. "And thisaw we say welcome to Egypt
Gabrielle." She leaned down to take the small wesriips in a warm kiss.

The Warrior Princess slowly arched an eyebrow wivé¢ching. Only fair.

The Queen of Egypt pulled back with a smile angdste back. "Sleep well tonight. If
you need anything please ask your servants or$tee'folded her arms over her
chest. "They will assist in anyway."

The warriors nodded together and said words ofilyan and goodnight.

Cleopatra only gave them back and left the roorh @it the people that entered with
her.

Torrid stepped up beside the women. "I'll take y@your room." He smiled warmly
and began to walk slowly through the entrance toecto a huge corridor that ran left,
right, and straight ahead. He turned to his leftrédk down the corridor slowly.

The Soulmate's followed in silence. They just geaharound taking in the size of the
palace and all the doors leading every which wéwylwere led to two double wood
doors to the left.

Torrid reached forward to grasp one of the goldsiand pulled the door open. "This
is your room ladies, | do hope it's adequate endudg stepped back holding the
door with his head bowed.

The women made their way into the room. Again Galeronly found herself
gawking and Xena was stoic.

The room, naturally, was by no mere means smailit &iretched out and across for a
great length. Off to the right was a huge sizeltigdenough to hold four people
comfortable. The ceiling of the room stretchedfouta certain distance but stopped
as the floor kept going to make a balcony that loe&ed Alexandria. To the left and
right were doorways to two other rooms. Then orritjiet side of the bed was a huge
dresser made of fine wood. To the women's leftaviasmg red couch and two large



comfortable chairs with a glass table in fronthe# touch.
"It'll suffice for now." The warrior was nodding.

"Gabrielle?" The minister turned his head to theriwabard for her response as he
grinned.

The Amazon Queen's head started bobbing up and ddbwa she closed her mouth.
She lost her surprised look and turned her healllydooT orrid. "It's a bit small in
comparison to my hut in the Amazon Nation." Shelgrthands on her hips. "But |
think it's... livable." She grinned at the man. "h&rribly small.”

"l know, it's rather quaint | do say."

"Yes rather." Gabrielle chuckled while smiling teetEgyptian. "Thank you Ra.
You've been great help.”

Torrid bowed his head. "Thank you." His head cameklup. "I try but my serves are
not ended till you both leave Egypt." He smiled vt "Now then, I'll let you both
settle in for the night. Sleep pleasantly.”

"We will." Xena smiled to the man. "Sweet dreams'Ra

Torrid chuckled. "Certainly. Goodnight ladies." Hened to head out of the door and
closed it behind quietly.

The Queen glanced up to her warrior. "I've gotrigbet, you've got the left."
"Right... I mean left." Xena chuckled while power Wiag to the left doorway.

Gabrielle jogged over to the right doorway on thieeo side of the room. Her jog
instantly stopped as she entered into the extrawagam. "By the gods!" She shook
her head. "Xena check this out!"

The warrior shook her head at staring at the huaghvoom that included two huge
marble tubs. She spun around on her heels and poalleed over to her partner's
side. She glanced around in the huge room. "Not.batall."

"Ha." The small woman shook her head. "Feel likmgdor a swim?"

The Warrior Princess snickered as she looked uglanah the length of the gigantic
hot tub that only needed to be filled with hot watecensed, and bubbled. "So what
you think?"

"I think we're in the lap of luxury."

"Uh huh." Xena put her hands on her hips. "I thirkneed to get one of these when
we settle down."

The young warrior laughed. "Right, I'll make suvdéll Eph to build us one. No we'll
get two... one outdoors and one indoors." She nodtladh the Queen... not that it
means anything."

The older woman quietly laughed and turned her he&shbrielle. "Ready to try out
that huge bed?"



"Oh yeah." Gabrielle grinned but sighed. "To titeglay though."
The warrior wrinkled her nose. "Me too."
"I tell you though." The warrior-bard shook her tedt's hot here."

"You should get your cloak off." Xena turned toddier Soulmate's pack and
remembered her own so she took it off. She walles bo the bed to settle the packs
there.

The small woman came strolling up to drop her cloakhe bed and she closed her
eyes. "| feel like | am still on the boat."

"Still rocking huh?"
"Yeah." Tired green eyes opened. "How about you?"
"The same." Xena grinned. "Aren't | always the sasgou?"

A small grin took the Queen's lips. "But of coutsghe chuckled then glanced to the
bed to see all the pillows. "Now what are we supgosdo about those?" Her hands
went to her hips.

"Oh boy, no pillows when we settle down."

"Two are good, three fine but twenty is ridiculduBhe warrior-bard sighed
dramatically. "Gods, we have to take them off tbhidgpen put them back on
tomorrow. What's the point?"

Xena laughed with a grin. "I'll show you... later.hA&vil grin crossed her lips.

Gabrielle corked an eyebrow at her lover. "Youluat ' She sighed tiredly. "l don't
know about you, but I'm stripping tonight. It'shot to be sleeping in clothes." Her
hands came down to snag the packs and cloakst&tedsvalking over to the
dresser.

The warrior was shaking her head with a grin. "Gu#&s stripping too," she said with
an amused voice.

The young warrior whirled around after placing seff on top of the dresser. "Yeah
you are." She winked at her partner.

The tall woman was still grinning with an amusedko

The pair was then quickly undressing. Their clotleétson top of each other's on top
of the dressor.

Gabrielle was lying near the edge of the bed orsiter. She had her back to the
washroom and eyes closed.

The warrior was in the washroom and slowly coming 8he stood there with a
smile and gazing at her Soulmate's smooth bodysikghed happily then came up
silently behind. She slid half her body onto Galeie while she rested on her side.
Her left arm went around the small warrior's stolmaed her top leg crossed over
Gabrielle's. Her right hand came up to disappe&alhrielle's short hair. Leaning in,



her lips pressed against the other woman's nealedT"
"Yeah." The warrior-bard's breathing was very guiletouldn't believe Cleopatra.”

"Mmm, you mean the kisses huh?" Xena's right haoked to massage Gabrielle's
head. "Yeah... was a disrespecting on our part.”

"Uh huh." The small woman sighed. "She knows alisut. anybody does by
glancing at us."

"Except for Joxer."

"Except for Joxer." Gabrielle chuckled while fegliher lover's hand slip down to her
lower stomach.

"You were the one wanting a threesome."
"I don't think so Xen."

The warrior laughed quietly. "Oh... | see now." Haurnb rubbed against her
Soulmate's warm stomach. "Don't want that threesoone"

"l do... but with a man." The Queen snickered. "Iniday anything about a
woman... let alone Cleopatra.”

The older woman was grinning as she drew Gabiieltdoser. "I don't think you have
to worry. She knows we're together and respects'tha

"l don't see the respect.”

Xena sighed for a moment. "Not yet you don't. Giee a chance love." She nuzzled
her lover's neck. "She was just welcoming us."

"Some welcome," mumbled the small woman.

The dark female chuckled. "I'll agree to that."rAadl sigh escaped her. "Give her a
chance though huh?"

"Yeah," Gabrielle whispered. "I guess I'm stilitdé raw about the last time...
especially considering you weren't mine then."

The warrior kissed her Soulmate's shoulder. "Iwagb yours, no matter." She placed
her head back into her small warrior's neck. "édtee same way Gabrielle.” She
chuckled a little. "A little bitter she kissed ytanight."

"Dido." Gabrielle rolled around to face her lovéret's fix that." She leaned into to
kiss her Soulmate deeply and with ownership.

Xena fell into the kiss and poured her ownership the kiss. Slowly she pulled back
with a smile. "That's better."

The Queen chuckled with a tired smile. "Doesn'ttarah the end because | know
what's mine. She can't touch you."

The warrior grinned and replied warmly, "Dido." Skaned in again.



Gabrielle was chuckling as her partner was aboklitstoher. She stopped with a smile
and sealed her lips with Xena's. When she pulle#t bae dug her head under Xena's.

"Let's get some sleep.”

"Sounds good." Gabrielle gave a small laugh. "Thugkshould maybe... try the
center of the bed."

"Uh huh." Xena released her warrior.
The young woman lifted herself up to crawl into thigldle of the bed and flop down.

The taller female came over next and slowly laiddoShe pulled her lover in
tightly. "Sleep well." She kissed the top of Galieis head.

"Night Xen." The small warrior kissed her warrientlerly and kept her body pressed
against Xena's. "l love you," she whispered.

"l love you too Gabrielle." Xena tucked her Soule'smtead under her chin and closed
her eyes with Gabrielle's.

The Soulmates soon disappeared from this worlahter ¢heir world of dreamscape.
~*Part 10*~

"l do hope you ladies are ready for an exciting2dakorrid bowed his head. "lI've
made arrangements.”

"Really?" Gabrielle smiled while crossing her amgginst her chest. "What's the
plans?"

"Wellll..." The minister lifted his head. "I, myselplan to give you a tour of
Alexandria." He smiled warmly. "Following thereaftge are to stop into the
Alexandria's great library. Then following thatitll be near lunch. We are to return
here and the Queen said she would reside withhis.riorning she has important
affairs to attend but sends her wishes and apa@edar not going herself."

Xena smiled warmly while putting her right handrger lover's shoulder. "We're
ready."”

"Wonderful." Torrid smiled. "Right this way." Hertued on his heels to head to the
same doorway that was to the forum of the palacerevthey met Cleopatra last night.

As soon as the group came through the doors twalgdallowed behind and walked
down the steps with them.

Gabrielle glanced up to the minister. "Why shaddws?

The Egyptian slowed down to now walk beside hisrfds. "Queen Cleopatra
authorized that we should be escorted by two guardsrecautions."

The small warrior patted her Soulmate's stomaclevgaying, "I think we have all
the protection we need right here."

Torrid quietly laughed. "Very true however the gue@euld be rather furious if | did



not allow the guards with us."
The Soulmates nodded together at that answer.

The group went into the main streets of Alexandieere they were bombarded by
vendors and their customers. They kept walkingttegyefollowing Torrid.

The warrior kept eye on her partner whom contiryuaths getting her sights caught
up in the items the vendors were selling. Xenad@tiblame her Soulmate one bit
considering how unusually anything was in Egype &aned towards her partner
whom was staring at a jewelry stand. "Interestingf $iuh?"

Gabrielle nodded while looking back to her lovétrréally is, I'd love to take a better
look later."

Xena turned her head to Torrid beside her. "Rar this afternoon Gabrielle and |
would like to glance around in the market.”

"Of course."” The minister nodded with a smile. dwid never pass up a good bargain
from an Egyptian vendor. They have quite fine teihgre."

"I know they do." The Warrior Princess's lips shiftinto a smile.

Torrid gazed over to the warrior-bard. "Gabriellejould recommend you buy some
papyrus scrolls. They are very rare and wonderful.”

"I've heard." The small warrior folded her armsmolver chest while glimpsing to the
minister. "Grow along the Nile correct?"

"Yes, papyrus reeds grow naturally along the goaaks of the Nile. The papyrus
makers take great care in making their scrollsgapers. Hard to find anywhere else
in the world."

The Amazon Queen gave a small grin. "Any bard waligdto write their stories on
papyrus from Egypt."

The minister was quietly laughing. "I've heard."
The darker warrior looked at Torrid again. "Do weahmel rides?"

Gabrielle's head quickly whipped up at hearing ¢ims.

"So you found the library intriguing?"

The Amazon Queen nodded with a smile. "It was antgp@ueen Cleopatra. I've
never seen something so huge."

The Queen of Egypt chuckle while shifting a litheher large chair. "Yes, | am rather
proud of Alexandria's extensive library. Scholaof around the world come here
just to use our library. We hold the most recordistiory, knowledge, and stories
known."

Gabrielle nodded after drinking some of her wiranfrthe golden goblet. "I can
imagine. I've never seen anything quite that angaziost isle after isle with



everything carefully categorized, numbered, andreanzed."

"Yes, we keep the library orderly. There are atyumlenty-five librarians hired to
watch over the library."

Xena placed her hands on the arms of the chaiotited you had guards there as
well. Problems with people stealing the scrolls bodks?"

Three servants came in to clear the table of thg pliates.

"Unfortunately yes we have a small problem witht th@leopatra sighed sadly. "The
problems have lessen quite a bit since we've pldeeduards inside and outside of
the building. No one is allowed to take the scroli®ooks out of the library. The
people whom use them are heavily monitored to nsake they don't ruin the items.
Since then we hardly ever have problems."

"That's good." Gabrielle nodded. "It would be asbahyou ever lost all of that
knowledge."

The Egyptian Queen's face was written with a litlr. "I pray that Egypt never loses
her wondrous library." She glanced away as theghbdisappeared from mind. She
smiled at the two women. "I heard from Ra..." Hersefjrekered to the minister
whom sat to her right at the round table. "That poth wish to take a... ride down
the Nile."

Torrid bowed his head while speaking. "If that && a problem my Queen."
Cleopatra turned her head to her second minidtiert &t all.”
The man lifted his head with a smile. "Thank you."

"Ra, you know how [ feel about cruises down thendrilile." Cleopatra's expression
lit up with a grin.

A small chuckle came from the minister. "Of counsg Queen, but | wanted to make
sure you had time to take our guests on a cruise."

"l always do." The Queen of Egypt turned back ® $oulmates. "The affairs can be
put off for one night." The grin had came back. tMmoth will love the Nile." Her
eyes gleamed. "It's very magical and it's the cesftEgypt's magic.”

Gabrielle glanced up to her warrior then back teophtra. "I can't wait to see."

"Wonderful." Cleopatra turned her attention to menister again. "We'll depart near
dusk from the port.”

Torrid nodded. "What of the preparations?"

"I'll take care of those Ra. You just bring our giige' The Queen gazed back to the
warriors. "The cruise will be rather long. We'ltenthe Nile and head through the
delta. Normally we cruise down to Memphis but wgdla little beyond Memphis this
time then come back up. By the time we make it hacklexandria it will be fairly
late, | hope neither of you mind."

"Not at all." Xena grinned. "l think we can hantteat."



Cleopatra slowly stood with her dark skin reflegtthe sunlight. "Very good." A
radiant smile crossed her lips. "Then | will see yoth at the port." Her smile
transformed into a grin. "Prepare yourselves foryaterious night." She spun around
and strolled out of the lunch room with three ggaadd two servants.

Gabrielle kept her cork eyebrow up after the ofPeeen's departure. She slowly
turned her head to Torrid. "Ssso... what about thatet ride?"

~k ok ko
"Hold on, how do I get him to stand again?"

Xena laughed while slowly positioning herself om sigting camel. "Just lightly tap
him on his sides. He'll stand up.” She did it hiéiseexample and lightly tapped the
heel of her boots on the camel's sides and ingthatlcamel stood up high.

"Okay." Gabrielle chuckled while lightly tappingrh@amel's sides in the ribs.
The camel started to stand.

"Wahoo!" The Amazon Queen soon found herself higland gripping the reins
tightly. "He's a little taller then Torqueo."

Torrid pulled on the right rein of his camel andneaup beside Gabrielle. "Camels are
physically differently from horses however theyidden the same way."

"Really?" The small warrior glanced down at her eathen back to the Egyptian.
"That's easy."

"That was the idea." Torrid gave a teasing grirgyfiians did not want to
complicated any foreigner's lives by confusing theith riding camels."”

"Ha, ha." The warrior-bard mocked glared at theigtan. "I didn't think ministers
could be funny."

"It seem this one can be." Xena pulled back onre¢ires as she came closer to the pair.

Torrid raised an eyebrow with a grin. "My apologzeet it is quite true about horses,
camels, and foreigners." He glanced to his riglset® the two guards mounted on
camels to follow. "Let's go then ladies." He tappexicamel's sides to send her into a
walk heading down the road out of Alexandria.

The Soulmates followed behind then the guardsviatbbehind them.

"So explain to me why camels have humps?" Gabn#leed her hand on her camel's
hump slightly studying it. "Must be for storing for water."

"It's for water mainly.” Torrid smiled to his fridn"Camels can go days out in the
deserts without water."

"That's interesting." The small woman nodded femes while collecting the bright
colorful cloth reins in her hands again. "That vebmake sense."

"It's just a natural adaptation.” Xena glanceddo $oulmate. "Horses wouldn't make
it for long in the deserts."



The young woman nodded a few times while bobbingngbdown on her camel. "So
exactly where are we heading to Ra?"

The minister slowed his camel down to come alodg the woman. "To a small area
outside of Alexandria. There is a small pyramid thas built hundreds of years ago."

"For what pharaoh?" Xena glanced to the Egyptian.
"It's actually a pyramid built for a family membeirRamses the second.”
The warrior furrowed her eyebrows. "The same Rartisfought the Hittites?"

"Yes." Torrid smile warmly to the Warrior PrinceSKing Ramses the second was an
excellent general and kept the Hittites away farteees. He also was a marvelous
builder and this is one of his pyramids to hisesisit's rather small that he did in the
beginning of his reign." He kept smiling while gagiahead on the road. "He also
built the temple, Abu Simbel which is in southemyft."

Gabrielle shook her head. "There's a lot of historthese lands."

"There is." Torrid smile warmly. "The lands of thkaraohs goes back thousands and
thousands of years while Greece had yet to be cmwé

"Who was your first king?" The young warrior gladde the minister.

"Our very first king was the glorious Narmer." Tidrsighed contently with a smile.
"He brought Egypt out of her civil wars and unitgzper and lower Egypt."

The group continued talking about Egypt's histohylevtravelling south of
Alexandria. They soon made it to the sight of #medll' pyramid. The group stopping
with their camels to stare at the pyramid.

"By... the... gods." Gabrielle shook her head plugdlither right hand to shut her
mouth. "I've never... gods."

Xena lifted her right hand while running it throulgér hair. "Good engineering." A
small grin creased her lips while her head bobbed.

The small warrior slowly turned her head to her|8ate. "Do you see this thing?"

"Kinda of." The warrior grinned to the partnerthiink | need to lean back to get a full
view."

The young woman laughed. "Really.” She turned leadtback to the old sand tan
pyramid that seemed to reach the skies. "It's adenh

Torrid smile with such satisfaction. "Now ladielsyou believe this to be a marvel
you haven't seen anything till you've seen Khujvésat Giza pyramid.”

"I've heard of those collection of pyramids.” Xdé¢need her head to the Egyptian.
"That's where the Sphinx is right?"

The minister briskly nodded. "Yes Khufus's son, fhabuilt the legendary Sphinx
and the second pyramid at Giza."



"Egypt seems to have a lot of wonders." The waivend stared at the huge pyramid
that just stands along side the road as if it westea tree.

"Ah yes this she does." Torrid studied the pyramiith happy eyes that gleamed.
"Non-such in the world." He tapped the sides ofdaisiels to have it lower and sit
down. "Now for a better look."

The Soulmates did the same and climbed off theiveta The guards slowly shifted
their camels to stand beside the other three came&latch over them. The warriors
with Torrid slowly strolled up to the huge pyramid.

"So this is small compared to the ones in Giza?"

Torrid nodded a little. "Yes this pyramid is ratmeinuet in comparison to the Khufu's
pyramid."”

The young woman shook her head because she couddmiletely take this in. She
noticed how much larger the pyramid grew as sheededls there anyway to get
inside?"

"Yes of course." The minister walked to his lefband the pyramid. "Yet we may not
enter for it is the resting place." He came arotlvedcorner of the pyramid in the
brown dirt. There ahead he spotted a huge dodreipyramid's side. "This is the door
here."

The group came up and stood beside the door.

Gabrielle was the one taking a step closer to aedtie odd images chiseled into the
door. "What are those?"

Xena took a step up beside her Soulmate. Her lnight¢l came up to run across the
images. "Hieroglyphics." Her hands kept runninghglas she glanced down at her
partner. "They're the ancient writing style of #gyptians.” She lifted her eyes to the
doorway again. She started pointing at each higpbgt while saying, "Here... is the
tomb... of the great... Ramses the second... sister...'s&pped while furrowing
her eyebrows. "l believe the name is Hathor." Hgaression went back to
concentration. "That was one of Egypt's... needed o' She kneeled down to
read the rest, her hand still on the door. "Fegeramg this... tomb of the late
Hathor... for it is... guarded by powers... of Anubis beif." She slowly stood up
with her arms against her chest. "Interesting."

Together the Soulmates gazed back to Torrid ngtibow quiet he'd became.

The minister blinked, closed his mouth, wiped aWweyexpression of awe, and
glanced up to the warrior. "You can read hierogigph' he peeped out.

Xena quietly laughed with a grin. "One of my makiis."

"That is one of the most impressive things I'vense€orrid shook his head. "Very
few can still read ancient hieroglyphics."

The small warrior peeked up to her partner wondeeixactly how and when her
warrior picked up reading hieroglyphics. She glahisack to the minister. "Why don't



many know?"

The Egyptian sighed sadly. "People have forgotier tme. There are still a few
whom know but they are limited. Queen Cleopatrathiad to preserve the ancient
hieroglyphics by keeping a few scrolls on the laaggiin the library. Yet it can be
rather hard because hieroglyphics can be a liifflerdnt in each region of Egypt as if
it were a dialect.”

Gabrielle nodded a few times. "They look hard td'do

"They are very complicated.” Torrid started walklvark towards the camels with his
friends. "Queen Cleopatra would love to teach leeppe the old ways of
hieroglyphics but she's not sure if it would evergossible. | have a feeling they may
be lost in time." He shook his head.

The short warrior had a sad expression. "It's ashanose such things like that." She
lifted her head up in time to catch sight of haneaspit on the ground. "Lovely... I'm
glad Torqueo doesn't do that."

The warrior chuckled at her partner. "I'll havadach him." She received a playful hit
to her stomach. "Then again | might not."

"You better not." Gabrielle narrowed her eyes updgowarrior. “You're not going to
have a chakram if you do."

Xena grinned evilly.

The small warrior sighed with a grin. She cameaupdr camel and found a water
skin.

The warrior came up behind her lover and whispéteekl like walking around the
pyramid?"

"Sure." Gabrielle turned around with a smile anddteention went to Torrid. "We're
going to go get a better glance at this pyramid.”

"Of course." The minister bowed his head. "Takelaltime you want. I'll wait here."

"Thanks Ra." The Amazon Queen followed her Soulraatshe still carried the water
skin. She uncorked it and drank some then handech#r best friend. "Pretty
amazing."

"It's beautiful." Xena glanced at the pyramid anaintt some of the water. She corked
the skin and brought the strap over her right gleruio carry it. "You'd by mystified
by the Sphinx in Giza."

"Have you seen it?"

"From a distance." The warrior grinned at her S@aen"Wish I'd seen it up close and
personal.”

Gabrielle chuckled and noticed they were comingiadoa corner of the pyramid.
"Where'd you learn to read hieroglyphics?"

The older woman sighed while trying to remembehé™dbne time | was here in



Egypt."

"You're kidding?" The small woman glanced at herriwa "How long were you here
for?"

Xena shrugged her shoulders. "I'd say... two weels®ol was a pirate then and was
hiding from an enemy for awhile. Picked up on higyphics then while waiting for
my men to repair my ship."

The Queen shook her head. "Gods, you're amazing."

The tall woman's lips crept along into a grin.rit't She came around a second corner
with her partner and knew they were completelyafigight from their guards. "Come
here." She stopped walking.

Gabrielle turned to her lover and reached up tblpr head down. She claimed her
Soulmate's lips in a tender kiss.

Xena placed her hands on her warrior's sides. $lsiaé pulled back with a smile and
she let her arms encircle her partner.

"l hate Xena withdraws." The young woman grinnedlevresting her hands on
Xena's upper arms.

"They're right up there with Gabrielle withdrawXéna grinned while lowering her
head. Her forehead resting against Gabriellelsvd you."

"l love you too." Gabrielle finished the distanoekiss her warrior deeply. She soon
found her body pressing into Xena's hard. She glpwlled back with a groan.
"Gods." She dropped her head onto her warrior'stche

The warrior kissed the top of her friend's headlevtiropping her chin down. "Been a
nice day."

"Uh huh."” The small woman closed her eyes. "Tonvglitbe interesting.”
"It will be." Xena slowly closed her eyes. "We'th\e to be on guard with Cleopatra.”
"Oh yeah?" Gabrielle chuckled a little. "I gottaekeher hot lips off you."

"Ha." The tall woman was grinning. "You mean | hawdeep them off you." Her
arms tightened. "l don't share."

"Neither do I." The young woman lifted her headhaatgrin. "You're mine." She took
Xena's lips in a strong kiss. She then loweredipeito her lover's chest to press
there. "Gods, | love you."

"Sssh." Xena stepped back reluctantly with a sateshiCome on love. We better
keep moving."

The Queen's eyes sparkled in a flash. "Tell me abd®he held out her left hand.

The warrior carefully took the smaller hand andied their hands. She lifted her
partner's hand and kissed the top. "l love you {8#&r' She winked and lowered
their hands to keep walking.



Gabrielle squeezed back while turning her lovingegahead. "We're gonna sleep
really gggood tonight."

The dark woman snickered with a twinkle in her eyé yeah."

The warrior-bard laughed then smiled. "Oh godsg Simook her head while grinning.
"At least we have our late late night planned.” Sineigged her shoulders. "Just a
little sex."

"Who said anything about little?" Xena evilly grethat her partner. "There's nothing
little between us."

"Except for me." The young woman snickered.

"Mmm." The Warrior Princess slowly turned her headhy as a happy grin controlled
her lips. "Good things come in small packages."

Gabrielle's eyes drifted shut as she felt the migjoethrough her body. Her eyes
slowly opened again. "And my other half is perfecti Her head slowly turned to the
warrior.

Xena smiled with love and squeezed the small hgkidchost... | don't know how to
cook... yet."

They came around the third corner of the pyramid.

The blond warrior laughed with a smile. "The Wariisincess... the Cooking
Princess." She started to roll with laughter.

The tall woman sighed with a shake of her headu"Never know." She grinned at
her partner.

"That will be frightening." The young woman grinnather partner. "We'll ask
Cyrene to give you an apron and everything."

Another sigh came from the older female. "Justtie Icredit.” She gave a pout to her
partner.

"Okay okay... you pick good fruit." Gabrielle grinnbdt squeezed her lover's hand
tightly. She went serious. "If you really want hcach you."

"Would love it." Xena glanced ahead. "But when w#le down. It would be to
stressful to learn now."

The Queen chuckled with a smile and sighing. "Yieaé." She grinned up to Xena.
"Guess that leaves me still as the cook betweén us.

"Yup." The watrrior grinned, saw the corner of tlyegmid, stopped, and pulled her
Soulmate in again. She leaned down to kiss thegeruwwoman.

Gabrielle pulled back with a sigh. "Come on, wa&itvive till tonight."
"Let's hope so." The dark woman released her waniile starting to walk again.

The young woman started walking again with herrpgart



The pair came around the last bend and saw thelgavith the guards and Torrid.
They started making a beeline for the camels.

Xena adjusted the strap of the water skin on lgét shoulder.

Gabrielle suddenly stopped walking and grabbed Xearan. "Xena," her voice was
low and hinted with fear. Her eyes stayed pinnetherground ahead.

The warrior glanced ahead to see what her Soulwaddearing of and it made a
small grin slip on her lips. "It's just a spider."”

"A really huge one."
"It's a tarantula." Xena started walking towards it

The small woman tightened her grip to stop herddrem walking. "Don't mess with
that thing." She glanced up to Xena.

The Warrior Princess lost her grin. "Don't wortywbn't do anything. | swear."

The Queen slowly corked an eyebrow but forevertédiber Soulmate and released
her arm.

Xena slowly walked up to the tarantula that scdragvay for a second, stopped and
turned towards her. She knelt down to one kneehatdiher right hand out.

Gabrielle's eyes widen as she watched the hugersglmvly walk up into her
Soulmate's palm. She shivered instinctively.

The warrior cupped her palm while turning back ¢o partner. "The fangs are
poisonous.”

"Ah great." The young watrrior folded her arms oler chest. "It looks good from a
distance."

Xena grinned while lifting her left hand to let thgider crawl onto that hand. "They
won't bite unless you give them a reason to."

"l just won't touch it so | don't have to worryadk"
The dark woman stepped up in front of her parti@ome here."
The small woman shook her head. "No thanks."

The tall female saw her Soulmate shiver. She lifiedeyes from the tarantula with a
trusting smile. "Come on, it won't do anythingadtually tickles." She reached
forward with her right hand that didn't hold thedsp.

Gabrielle whined. "I hate spiders."” She graspedhemner's hand tightly.

The warrior slowly brought her left hand over witie tarantula and she let it slowly
crawl on top of her lover's hand. She felt the tifeeatening hold Gabrielle had on her
hand.

The small woman held her breath while watchingitiaek spider began to crawl



along her hand and search her hand. "Oh... godsyvBlspered. Her fingers were
white from holding Xena's hand tightly. She cowddlfthe small little hairs of the
tarantula's legs come up her hand and head towardsrist.

Xena watched intently and lifted her eyes to hienfi's face.

Torrid put his right hand to his hip. His headeitltto the right while he kept his
focused attention on the Soulmates up ahead. &stiag."

Gabrielle took a calming breath as she saw theespielgin to climb up towards her
arms. "It's going up my arm." Her eyes widen totbeespider picking up a little
speed to head up the small woman's arm. "Okay, stegyoff the arm."

The warrior quickly lifted her left hand to her paar's arm. The tarantula crept into
the large hand.

The Amazon Queen sighed and released her Soulrhatels "Always played with
them when you were young?"

"Yeah." The tall woman nodded while watching th&lspcrawl between her hands.
"They're interesting | think."

The small warrior nodded, she took a deep breathpéaced her right hand up. She
watched intently to see the spider go onto her hdm@n do this."

The older warrior grinned while seeing her besrd let the tarantula crawl between
the hands. "Not so bad huh?"

"Yeah." The warrior-bard took a deep breath. "lst jnot doing it on a daily basis."

Xena chuckled quietly. "Just think of all the mosges that could be biting you if it
weren't for spiders.”

Gabrielle nodded at that. "True." She chucklednasfmally let herself realize that the
hairs of the tarantula were tickling here. "Theg articklish feeling."

A grin came over Xena's mouth. "Yup." Her eye®tffrom the black spider to her
partner's eyes.

The small warrior glanced up and slowly let a smdene into play. She glanced back
down to the spider and held her left hand out with

The older woman lifted her right hand with a smdd¢ake the tarantula. Once it was
on her hand she took a few steps away, bent dawhlgathe spider leave her hand.
Slowly standing up again she joined her Soulmatessding back to the camels.

The midnight tarantula stood in place for a montkanh slowly began to crept away
in its own direction.

~Fk Kk

"We'll be fine." Gabrielle placed her right handorrid's shoulder. "What could
happen between Xena and 1?" She grinned.

The minister slowly raised an eyebrow. "Consideririgt | know, a lot."



The Amazon Queen dropped her shoulders then h¥od:vVe got a point.” She
peeked up to her partner with a serious looked kienieer eyes sparkled. "Think we
can really handle being on our own in Alexandria?"

Xena lips crept along into a grin. She slowly tufter head to Torrid as her grin
disappeared. "l think we can handle it."

"l do believe the Queen would be furious with meléft you both alone.”

"How about this..." The warrior reached up betwbkenbreasts to pull her dagger out.
"I hold you at dagger point..." She put the tip cf ttagger to her fingernails. "So

then you go to Cleopatra saying | threatened ybe.c&n get... furious with me." She
flipped the dagger so the tip pointed at Torrid ahd took a step closer. "Sound like a
plan?" Her eyes twinkled with wildness.

"Uhh..." The minister stepped back with his hands"tjfowever, | think | may be
able to deal with the Queen's wrath."

"You sure?" Xena ran her right thumb over the bldbddon't mind... I'll just give you
a little niche so it looks believable."

"That's quite alright Xena." The Egyptian chuck¥eith a sheepish smile. He
suddenly went serious with a straight back, he padjis right fingers. "Guards."

The two guards came stepping up beside the mirosteither side.

Torrid took a deep breath. "We will head back t® plalace to await our guests return
from the market."

The Warrior Princess pressed the blade againdigsenhile she grinned. "Toodles
boys."

The two guards huffed while turning on their heels.
Xena's eyes widen for a second with a chuckle.sBpped the dagger back in.
"Thanks Ra." Gabrielle grinned. "See you tonight."

"I'll come by to pick you ladies up." Torrid turnéal saunter off. "Enjoy your time in
the market." He glanced back with a board smile.

"Bye." The small warrior watched him disappearha trowd and she sighed. "Nice
going." She glanced up to her partner.

"Hey." Xena grinned. "That's what you get for agkime to get rid of our shadows."

The younger woman grinned amusingly. "Who saidviendiked it?" She turned to
start walking into the heart of the market.

"Your look did." The tall woman walked along sidertsoulmate.

"Whatever." A grin creased the warrior-bard's lipgrinned... | didn't give you a
disappointing look."

The warrior's head bobbed a few times. "True."



"See." A chuckled had come from her. "Besides, Uildo't have asked you to do it if |
knew what you were going to do."

"True too."

"Uh huh." Gabrielle gave a grin to Xena for a setbat lost it. "So where we going
first?"

Xena shrugged. "You're the one that likes to shop."

"Not like | use to." The small warrior stepped @oso her partner as a few people
tried to run into her. "Nice crowd."

"Mmm, stay close. | don't need somebody tryingtéalsyou."
"Is that a crack on my height?" Gabrielle mockeatefll to her lover.

The warrior evilly grinned. "Only if you want it toe." She chuckled while glancing
around. "You know | love... vertically challenged péa"

"Gee thanks." The small woman sighed with a sriilzel the love here Xen."

The tall woman smile warmly, lifted her right hatedGabrielle's back, steered her to
the left, and said, "Come on." She soon led thech bmthat same stand from earlier
that held jewelry.

"You're good." Gabrielle glanced at her warrionthe the stand. "How'd you..." She
shook her head with a laugh.

"l just know." Xena stood behind her Soulmate wiBkbrielle looked. She folded her
arms while keeping her eyes on the people aroumeelhsas her lover.

The Amazon Queen ran her right hand through hemntale gazing down at the first
table.

Slowly a short dark tanned man came up to the tm@n with a smile. "Anything |
can help you ladies with?"

"I think we're fine." Gabrielle glanced up with mie.

"Let me know if you need anything." The man putlmasds on his hips. "Everything
here is made only in Egypt." He smiled before &trglaway.

"Don't believe everything you hear," the warriordbaaumbled.

Xena chuckled while lowering her head down closgBabrielle's. "You may just
find them stamped with, 'made in Chin."™

The younger warrior laughed while shaking you'rachéYou're probably right." She
reached forward to lift up a silver necklace. "Hgowu like this?"

The dark female stepped around to face her patthgrnecklace?" She held her
hand out.

Gabrielle brought the tale end of the y-necklack¥e¢oa's palm.



The warrior studied the blue gems and lifted heseyith a grin. "Blue?"
"l love blue." The small woman grinned.

The older warrior took the necklace, stepped fodwelnile unhooking the necklace,
and she brought it around her partner's neck. 8tefudly hooked it again and took a
step back to see it on her partner's neck. "ltlieg." She lifted her eyes to Gabrielle.
"You'd have to wear it on nice occasions though."

"Yeah that's true." The Amazon Queen reached bebindhook it while staring it in
the palm of her hand.

The warrior folded her arms again. "You're thinkyay have enough necklaces as it
is huh?"

Gabrielle glanced up. "Yeah, 1 do as it is." Sheeftdly placed it back down on the
table. "I mean | have our necklace then this tightee." She sighed. "Can't do rings...
bracelets... anklets... or necklaces really." She esb&er arms over her chest. "So
that leaves me with armbracelets."”

"And earrings." That was at the point Xena hadexla set of earrings from the table.
She held them out to her Soulmate in her palm.

"Hey... those are nice."” The small warrior carefatipk them from her lover's hand.
The earrings were small and were deep red scarabgleamed when Gabrielle
turned them. "What kind of stone is this?" She péemp to her Soulmate.

"It's carnelian stone... it's a native stone of Egypt
"l thought turquoise was big here."

"It is." Xena nodded while adding, "Turquoise, gatdpper, carnelian, and feldspar
come from Egypt mainly and the amounts are vast."

Gabrielle grinned while shaking her head. She ledérer attention to the earrings
again. "They're not to heavy." She lifted them ogd down in the air to figure their
weight.

"Here." The warrior collected them and carefulipgéd them into her lover's pierced
ears. She stepped back while studying her partitbrthe earrings in. "Those look
real good."

"l have the red thing going on." Gabrielle chuckléthey do huh?"
"Yes." Xena smiled warmly.

"l like them too." The small woman smiled whilewlg slipping them out one at a
time. "I don't wanna think about the price."

"Good, don't." The tall woman scooped them up td loo to. "I will." She winked.
"Oh no you don't." Gabrielle narrowed her eyes. "0y have so much money."

The older woman grinned. "Let me worry about th&hé turned to the table and
walked down the second table.



The Amazon Queen followed in a huff while mumblitg§neak.” She came up to her
partner's side to see her glancing at an arraynof@acelets that were gold. "Oh no,
you're not-"

"Try these out." Xena lifted up a set of bracetbtt were gold and twisted with
something black.

"Xena-"
"Come on." The warrior grinned while holding oué tpair of bracelets.

The young woman sighed dramatically while giving partner a glare for this. She
took the bracelets and slowly slipped them ontt¢thiem lay over the thin black ones
she had on.

The tall woman stepped back with dark eyes. "Oddelthose on you."
"Xena," growled the small warrior.
"You don't?" The warrior glanced up with partiatigncerned eyes.

Gabrielle corked an eyebrow slowly. "You know wham Xena-ing about.” She
gave a sigh with a serious look.

The older woman gave a confident smile. "Can'pilspy Soulmate?"
"Only if | can." Gabrielle crossed her arms witheaious look.
"Hades," grumbled the warrior. "You're going to geen huh?"

"Uh huh."” The small warrior nodded with a serioogK. "Only fair."

Xena chuckled with a smile. "Okay, okay." But shemtvserious again. "You like
those?"

The Queen sighed. "Yeah."
"Good, I like them too." The warrior grinned. "Ahyng else?"
The small woman clamped her jaw down shut. "No."

A quiet laugh came from the warrior. "Okay, | do¢ thint." She reached forward to
take the bracelets off her lover's arms. She tutoesge the merchant coming down.
Soon she was extracting twenty-seven dinars foe#ingngs and pair of bracelets
with a silent partner the whole time. After sheaddofor them she was pulling the
small leather bag tightly closed. "Ready?" Her dgagred to Gabrielle.

The younger warrior nodded and stepped up to heing&te. She wrapped on arm
around her lover and whispered, "Thank you, | lpve."

"Anytime." Xena smiled while placing a quick kisster best friend's temple. "l love
you too."

"Hold on to that stuff." Gabrielle grinned up tortpartner. "I'm bound to lose them."



The tall gave a small laugh while hooking her agér side. "So where to now?"
"Your kind of store."” The small woman evilly grirche

"Oooh, I could like this." The warrior chuckled wéiwalking alone side her partner.
The pair soon found a weapons shop and were igtaaeing around together.

The Warrior Princess soon found herself kneelingrdm front of a display of
daggers.

Gabrielle came up beside her lover and squattechdd®aggers?"” She turned her
head to Xena. "You do have a dagger."

"One can never have enough daggers." Xena grinneer &oulmate then glanced
back to the display. "Besides, it's only a breasfoer."

"My breast dagger at that."

"And you have such good taste too." The warriordmd her eyes to the next row of
daggers.

Gabrielle laughed while smiling. "I still remembehen | bought that.”

"Yeah? What happened?" The older woman was nowrgjdo study the last row of
daggers.

The young warrior grinned while saying, "I rememtiex guy giving me this huge
sword to try and | could barely lift the thing." &bhuckled. "Then | asked for
something more... petite."

The dark woman laughed then carefully reached fahw@extract a dagger in a
sheath. She pulled the dagger out of the sheattuameld the handle every way to see
the blade. "How you like that?" She handed the daggher partner.

Gabrielle took the dagger by the blade after nogici was made of gold. She glanced
at the hilt seeing it was made of solid gold wititscmade in rings around the hilt. She
looked at the top of the hilt to see a turquoisastembedded in it. "l like how they
put these cuts in the handle." She pointed.

"Yeah, for better handling."

The small woman then just held the dagger in hien pi&ing it up and down. She
glanced at her partner with a concerned look. "Won't mind it that heavy?"

Xena shook her head. "The weight is fine. It'sexateedingly heavy."
"Now you think it's made of solid gold?"

The warrior shook her head. "Oh no, it's mixed waither stronger metals. The gold is
just for looks... and expense." She grinned at henpa

Gabrielle grinned back however gazed back dowheatdagger. "It's not to shabby."

The dark woman was chuckling while taking the dag¢@efinitely not shabby." She



sheathed it while reaching forward to put it back.

"So let's get it." The small woman grasped hemgai$ hand that still held the dagger.
"Only fair." Her eyes locked with Xena's.

The warrior opened her mouth to protest just trymgnagine the cost. "Gabrielle-"

"Don't start up the Gabrielle-ling." Her hand skplunder to pull the dagger from her
lover's hand. "You want it, you got it." She stagawith the dagger.

Xena was now grumbling as she stood.

"And no grumbling.” Gabrielle grinned at her loxard walked over to the where she
saw the owner of the shop.

The tall woman sighed with a content smile. Shivfadd along and came up beside
her partner.

"Can | help you ladies?"

"Yeah." The Amazon Queen smiled warmly. "Can Ithet?" She placed the dagger
in its sheath on the counter.

"Yes of course." He smiled down at the dagger. &8, everybody keeps glancing at
this dagger. Very popular one."”

"I can see why." The small warrior placed her hamilshe table. "Can you do
engraving on it?"

"Yes." The shop owner smiled up to the young womtigree of charge. What would
you like?" He reached under the counter to lifauguill and a piece of papyrus.

Gabrielle unsheathed the dagger and pointed tsidieerunning down the length.
"Along here can you write 'Xena' in fairly big lets but not overly noticeable.”

"Uh huh."” The man wrote the order down. "Anythirgee"

"And then." Gabrielle flipped the dagger over awthped directly underneath where
the hilt and blade meet. "Across here in smalétsttan you engrave, 'To my
Soulmate. Love forever Gabrielle.' But place 'ToSoulmate’ on one line with ‘Love
forever Gabrielle' below."

"Okay." The man nodded while jotting the instrun8adown. "Is that it?" He glanced
up with a stern expression.

"Yup." The warrior-bard smiled. "How long you thitikat'll take?"

The shop owner took the dagger and sheathed iewwlitking up the papyrus paper.
"A little less then a half of a candlemark."”

"Great, we'll be back then."
The man nodded with a warm smile. "It'll be ready."

"Thank you." Gabrielle smiled while turning to leawith her partner.



The women left the shop quietly and went into theekmat again.
Xena slowly turned her head to her lover. "Youad.h
The small warrior grinned up to her partner. '$tsyou don't lose it."

"Right." The tall woman chuckled while walking ceygo her Soulmate. "Now I'm
not going to want to use it."

"Oh sure you will." The warrior-bard grinned up. ligle engraving won't stop you."
She smiled warmly now.

Xena smile back warmly back.

Gabrielle tilted the dagger up and down while smgili"It looks good."

The warrior nodded while coming out of the washraadter drying her face. "It really
does."

The small warrior turned the gold dagger arouniddd at the smaller engraving on
the top of the blade. She contently sighed. "Headiod job."

"Yeah." The older woman came up behind her Soulteetaap her arms around
Gabrielle's waist. She lowered her head down nari€lle's. "Thank you."

"You're welcome Xen." The young warrior lifted Hexad to kiss her lover tenderly.
She pulled back with a smile. "The Warrior Princleas a new toy."

The Warrior Princess laughed with a grin. "Uh huh."

Gabrielle sheathed the dagger while leaning backtire other woman.
They were back in their room in Cleopatra's palace.

"So what's the plans now?" The warrior-bard peegedthto warm blue eyes.
"Mmm, thought we could relax."

"Sounds good to me." Gabrielle sighed with contes$n"I'm beat."

Xena evilly grinned. "But the day has only begun.”

"Right." The Amazon Queen sighed dramatically thiee. "That... cruise is going to
be our undoing."

The taller woman laughed as a grin spread alormgbdbly." She nuzzled her lover's
cheek. "I'm going to get out of my armor and bdots.

"Dido." The small warrior let a grin play over hexpression. "Wanna test out that
couch?"

"Definitely." Xena released her lover.

The Soulmates were soon out of their boots, weg@omsXena out of her armor. The
warrior stretched out on the couch with her Souénhaying on top of her stretched



out.
Gabrielle lowered her head back onto her friengést "This is really comfortable."
"Maybe we'll have to take this couch home with us."

The small woman laughed. "l wish." She suddenlgetbher eyes tightly realizing the
stiffness in her neck.

The warrior's hands went to Gabrielle's shouldetspushed her forward. "Lean
forward."

The Queen did that and soon found strong warm hanadsage her neck and upper
shoulders. "Thanks."

"What's that from?"

The young woman shook her head a little. "Maybenfteaning back to see all of the
pyramid."”

Xena quietly laughed. "Maybe."

Gabrielle chuckled. "Wouldn't surprise me." Shersfait her neck loosening up due
to her Soulmate's perfect touch. "That's got it."

"Good." The older woman's hands worked the shosilftgra moment then she
carefully pulled her warrior back into her body.

Leaning back, Gabrielle let her breath out slow@ods." Her hands rested on top of
Xena's on her stomach.

"No, just you and me."

"Just us." The small woman grinned while closingdyes. "I'm still trying to
understand this."

"Mmm?" Xena lowered leaned the side of her heathag&abrielle's. Her eyes
drifted shut.

"Understand how | was the one to get you."
"I keep asking myself the samething with you."

Gabrielle shook her head. "But Xena, people didmtw me like they know you." She
paused for a moment. "There are and were peoplengltd love to be yours."

"And there are people whom would die to be youxeta smiled to herself. "So?"
The small woman chuckled. "You're the Warrior Pesg"

"And you're the Amazon Queen."

The warrior-bard chuckled lightly. "You're not ggito give me any space."

"Because there is none." Xena tightened her arfigré's nothing special about me
here."



Gabrielle corked an eyebrow. "Now that's a lie.e Slowly moved so that now she
straddled her lover's hips and could face her. pReknow who you are."

"And they know who you are." The warrior smile vehdircling her Soulmate's waist.
"Nnnno they don't Xen." She rested her hands omwttier woman's shoulders.

"Oh really?" The older woman soon had an amusekelbd'Then tell me why Ra and
Cleopatra both know whom you are. They know yadifieeAmazon Queen."

"Yeah but they heard from somebody else."”

The warrior grinned. "Exactly, whom heard from stwody else and that person from
another and another then another... people know whaye Gabrielle."

"If they know that then they know who we are togethThe small woman raised an
eyebrow in questioning. "They know you're my cohSor

"Uh huh. I'd say they may be able to figure it biena reached forward to lift the
chakram and staff necklace her partner wore. fiktliney can.” Her hand came down
to Gabrielle's left hand to study the two ringengagement and wedlock. "Don't
you?" She lifted her eyes up as that grin creasedigs again.

Gabrielle smiled warmly while collecting her pantsénand. "Yeah, just a little." She
carefully released her lover's hand to place mgefitips over Xena's lips. She
carefully felt them and studied them. Then leanimghe with care took her
Soulmate's lips. When she pulled back her eyes stdrelosed with a tear rolling
down. Lifting her head back she sadly smile anedsKyou're mine?"

"I'm yours," whispered the warrior while she triedsmile with love.

Gabrielle's lips were held in a sad smile. Hertrigigertips came to Xena's forehead
where she brushed back the bangs to have thebafetl over her hand. Her eyes
stayed pinned on her own fingertips. She tracedhaed down to her lover's temple
and brushed back midnight hair. The small warmdrtigs then glided down the
smooth cheek then trailing along the jaw line. Bfaught her fingers over Xena's
warm lips again and then over Xena's other cheek.

Xena stayed motionless. Her eyes fixed on Gabnedlizhing her expression the
entire time. She noticed her Soulmate absorbirggasiif it were the first time she'd
seen this body.

The small warrior's hand glided down the other woishaeck then down her chest.
Her eyes still were fixed to the movement of harchaHer fingertips came over the
top of the breasts but came back up. Came backdithay traced over the warrior's
shoulder and down the right arm. Gabrielle studiedmuscles in her Soulmate's arm
with small tilts of her head. She sent her handrdtwmthe inside of the elbow
followed by the forearm.

The warrior watched the small fingers study heedom and come to her wrist. The
small fingertips went into her palm and just Galbele index finger followed the lines
in her palm. She watched for a moment yet lifteddyes to watch her partner's face.

The young woman carefully lifted her Soulmate'schap in the air. She watched as



she pressed her palm against Xena's. She exarmi@aize difference in hands. That's
when the sad smile went into love and she liftadeyes to Xena.

The warrior's smile came back over her expresSbm.let her fingers lace with
Gabrielle's as she began to pull her Soulmate in.

Gabirielle went with the command but kissed hersvehest over her heart. Then she
rested the side of her head against her best fsiehést.

Xena kissed the top of Gabrielle's head.

The Amazon Queen began to shift on the large bodlia she rested on the side of
her body. She curled her body up against Xena'slased her eyes as she tucked her
hands against her chest.

The older woman smile while keeping both her armsiad Gabrielle's body. Her
legs were over top of Gabrielle's.

The small hand slowly slipped down to grasp ontheflarge hands. Gabrielle
brought her hand back up with Xena's and twinett ttends together and tucked
them under her chin.

A smile slipped onto the warrior's lips while skeherself slip into her dreamscape.

Gabrielle was right beside Xena in entering thesadh.

Part 5
Section 5
~*Part 11*~

The sun had disappeared by Ra's command. Thewaghlkeft lit by a half moon,
bright stars, and the wavering light of the Phasablghthouse. The singular great
river of Egypt twinkled the world around as it ¢ad a large golden barge up its
lengths. The barge itself contained numerous peafdgypt including the Queen
herself. The barge also held the Soulmates of Time.

Gabrielle reached down to lift up a vine that heddy small grapes. "What are
these?" She peered up to her lover. "I know theég'senall for grapes.”

Xena grinned faintly. "They're called Champaignpgs Very sweet."
"Really?" The small warrior lowered her eyes to ltl&vl of grapes. "Interesting.”
The warrior reached across her partner to lift iiadful of cherries.

The air around the barge was lively and held sogthiusic along with people
chatting away.

Gabrielle had let go of the grapes and pluckedruprange from a basket at the wood
table.

Together the pair walked along the barge, takinggthin. They'd already drunk two



goblets of wine each on a fairly empty stomach.rSbey would receive dinner on
that same table, which would be laid out. The Saidé® now had taken a bench that
lined along part of the barge.

The small warrior slowly began to peel her orange.

The older woman however rested back in the bentthgeeach cherry slowly and one
at a time. Her eyes flickered across the peopiegrp take them all in.

The short warrior shook her head feeling a litthe af it from the wine.

Xena glanced down to her partner. "Feel the wirg#®' grinned while holding the
cherry near her lips.

Gabrielle slowly gazed up to her lover. "Yeah." dngcrept along her lips. "How
about you?"

"Oh yeah." The warrior's eyes twinkled now as sfoaipht the cherry partially into
her mouth to suck on it.

Slowly the Amazon Queen's eyes narrowed with lohtfsarkness coming on. "You're
going to cause trouble."

"Oh?" Xena's tongue darted out over the cherrytbipfully in her mouth. She
plucked it off the stem and began to slowly cheBut'that's the plan... right?"

"Yess." Gabrielle's hands were finishing with peglihe orange. "But is it our plan in
public?"

Slowly the taller woman let an evil smile come tbefinitely."

That evil smile found it's way onto the warrior-tyarlips as she glanced away to
finish peeling her orange. The skin found its watp ithe river as small hands began
to work on the remains of the orange.

It was time for the Soulmates to play.

Gabrielle slid the slice of orange into her moutwdy. After she finished it she
pulled another slice of orange apart and studiéckén, when was the last time you
had an orange?"

"It's been a few." Xena's right hand still heldetlaicherries and she propped her
elbows up on the rail of the barge.

"Mmm, feel like a slice?" Gabrielle wasn't glancing to her lover.
A grin crept along the warrior's lips. "Would logae."

Slowly the younger woman shifted her body to turthie warrior's direction more.
She lifted the orange slice in her left hand tolbeer's lips. She let the orange glide
into Xena's mouth slowly.

The dark warrior's eyes drifted shut as she lesdiefingertips brush her lips. She
began to eat the orange slice with ease. Her dadk drifted open again.



Gabrielle grinned while her hand came down to oester lover's thigh. "Xena?"
"Mmm?"
The small warrior's hand pressed against the wim '8Ve're in real trouble.”

"Uh huh." Xena winked while lifting her eyes to Seleopatra and Torrid talking. She
nodded her head at the pair.

Gradually the young woman turned her head to stivelyninister and queen talking.
She couldn't hear them talking at all, only sed tiss move. "I wonder what's that
about."

The Warrior Princess lifted a cherry near her mautile saying, "They're talking
about affairs... not us."

"You can hear them from here?"

The older woman chuckled while opening her moutinwhe cherry still near her
lips. "No, | can read their lips." The cherry wamb her mouth.

"Really?" The small warrior chuckled while liftifger attention to Xena again. "You
can read their lips from here?"

Xena simply nodded. She brought her hand to Géésedide and leaned down
towards her.

Gabrielle forgot the previous conversation andedoiser eyes when warm lips took
hers. She moaned quietly then leaned into her'®bedy. With surprise, she found a
round object being inserted into her mouth andksigsv it was a cherry.

Torrid nodded a few times and pivoted on his riglot to stand beside the queen
now. "I do hope things turn out for the better nogen."

"I do too Ra." Cleopatra sighed deeply while liffiner wine to drink. She lowered it
while saying. "Let's not talk anymore of the afédirHer eyes became fixed on the
two Soulmates pulling away from a kiss.

"They seem to have a rather... close relationshiguogen.” The minister turned his
head to the Queen of Egypt with a hidden grin.

"Quite." Cleopatra chuckled while swirling her wimeher glass. "When | was in
Greece they were not together."

"Really?" Torrid sized up his queen then turnedatiention to the Soulmates that
were kissing again. "I can't imagine them apart.”

"Neither could I." The queen shook her head. "Beytcertainly were when | was in
Greece last year."

The Egyptian man shook his head. "I can't imaginedge between them... other
then you my queen." He was grinning at Cleopatearag

The queen chuckled while drinking a little wine. ¥fishe lowered the cup she said,
"Not even | could wedge between them Ra."



"But my queen, you're the most powerful-"

"Not when it comes to this pair." Cleopatra turtred head to the man in the firelight.
"I would not dare toy with them unless | was askimgmy death.” She grinned a
little. "Not even the power of Egypt can tear thapart.”

Torrid's expression was a little shock. "My queewltan-"

"I've seen the world Ra, you have not." Cleopainped while studying the
Soulmates. She lifted her right hand with the gtagsoint at the Soulmates. "That is
the strongest power in the known world. | findrightening that only those two
women hold that great power."

The minister folded his arms. "What power might tha?" He tilted his head in
examining the Soulmates.

"Love."

Gabrielle pulled away from her partner with a gfiim going to get some more wine.
Want some?"

"Yeah." Xena began to move. "I'll come."
"Thanks." The Amazon Queen stood. "You help keepctinversationalists away."

The warrior laughed while standing beside her IoVledon't understand that. You'd
think | didn't like talking or something."

The small warrior snickered while ambling acrossltarge with her friend. She made
her way to the table that held rows of wine fillgldsses. "What | want? Red or
white?"

"Mmm... red." Xena lifted up to golden goblets of mohe. She handed one to her
Soulmate and kept the other.

Gabrielle took the goblet and held it by the br8he leaned up to kiss her warrior.

The warrior kissed back just as warmly but evemyuyallled back with a grin. She
lifted her wineglass to drink.

The small warrior laughed. "You realize how drun&ne going to be?" She began to
drink some of her wine. She started walking with\warrior.

The tall woman chuckled while lowering the gobl&tery.”

"We're going to get silly." Gabrielle took a healrynk and swallowed it then glanced
around the barge at the people. "We're going tsijgtand you're going to get
chatty."

Xena laughed and lowered her eyes to Gabriellehdssuch a bad thing?"

"Oh no." The Queen smirked up to her lover. Shaagd ahead to see Cleopatra and
Torrid. "Ra... Queen Cleopatra.”

The minister bowed his head with a warm smile. "fi&dlle." His eyes lifted to Xena.



"Xena."
The warrior nodded then took a drink.

Gabrielle glanced over to the other queen. "Exagtign will we arrive back into
Alexandria?"

Cleopatra’s lips shifted into a grin. "A little aftthe moon sets."
The warrior-bard's eyes widen but she grinned. 'héat.”

"l thought so myself." The Egyptian queen bowedhesad and lifted it again with
darkness in them. "l assume you both are starirgfoy the cruise?"

"Yes." Gabrielle nodded. Her hand shifted on theeglass to hold it by the brim
again.

"Wonderful." Cleopatra chuckled while saying, "livonly get better.” She glanced
up to the bow of the barge. "I highly recommencdhgdp the front of the barge. It's a
beautiful view. And very... romantic."

The Soulmates chuckled together, they were doingandic.

"Oh we will." The Warrior Princess grinned yet weetious again. "l assume the
other guests aboard are... important to Egypt's govent.”

"Yes." The queen nodded her head. "Rather loyalanekerful allies in the Egyptian
world." She smiled warmly. "Some are my officerdyigors, and some are just
politicians of the sorts."

Xena's head moved up and down a few times. "Irtiage%

Cleopatra stepped off to her right and held outhzerd to the bow of the barge.
Gabrielle glanced up to her partner with a raisesbeow.

The warrior grinned and started walking.

The smaller warrior followed along side.

Torrid chuckled while watching the warriors go. i4tdefinitely love."

Cleopatra straightened up with a grin. "It is... eVverould bow."

The tall woman placed her wineglass down on tHe$ae reached over to take her
lover's and place it down as well. Her left hanoheaip to Gabrielle's back to give her
a command.

The Amazon Queen followed the command to stancbimt fof her Soulmate. She
leaned into Xena when she was drawn in.

The pair was silent for a little while. They sta@toss the smooth river's waters. The
only thing seen were small ripples brushing actbesvater by the breeze. The moon
and her stars reflected off the black water.

Gabrielle took a long breath. "Remember way backmwinasked you about us taking



our relationship public?"

"Yeah." Xena lowered her head closer to Gabriell&ad | said we'd figure it out
together.”

"Uh huh."” The small woman chuckled a little. "laysve did decide."

The warrior grinned. "Didn't we a while back?"

"Yesss." Gabrielle dropped her head back with desifiXena?"

"Mmm?"

A small hand came up to caress the taller womd@sic "You're are beautiful.”

The older warrior quietly laughed with an amusedesmYou told me that over four
years ago."

The Queen's eyes furrowed as she thought, herlbeseding to Xena's on her waist.
Then her expression brightened up with realizatl¥ou're not going to let me forget
the henbane are you?"

Xena laughed while reaching over to take a mugnltl you..." She grinned while
bring the glass close to her lips. "It's one offanyorite memories." She began to
drink.

Gabrielle grinned then when her partner was dotie the wine she took the goblet.
"What other memories are your favorite?" She begairink some of the wine
herself.

"Oh gods." Xena chuckled. "The time with the Titansr the time when we had to
stop Aphrodite's thugs. Then she put us under thpsks."

The small warrior laughed after she placed theejdidck on the rail. "Oh gods,
when | was high on myself."

A strong chuckle escaped the warrior. "Oh it wa® ¢a watch." She furrowed her
eyebrows for a second in thought. Then a grin teakips as she said in a sing song
voice, "Well listen to m'story 'bout Gabrielle, edittle gal that's looking pretty swell,
perfect hair, such-" She was cut off by the haner dver mouth.

"Don't even." Gabrielle laughed with sparkling ey@ke lowered her hand.

Xena started to laugh. "But it was such a greagjSon

"Yeah but as | remember you were worried the fislul be... armed,” she growled.
The watrrior evilly grinned. "They were."

"Hardy har har Warrior Princess." The small womanrged while turning in her
lover's arms to face her. "At least | wasn't obséssith fish."

"Hey, a good day of fishing can do wonders." A guais creeping along the tall
woman's lips.

"Uh huh and I'm not your Soulmate." Gabrielle gadrbut lost it a little. "What other



memories?"

The dark female took a deep breath while an amsisglé played on her lips. "Well,
on that same adventure... | loved it when | unshehatihye sword and you grabbed the
blade to look at yourself."

"Ooooh yeah, looken good." The small warrior lauyhard as she remembered
saying that so long ago.

Xena shook her head with a huge grin. "Gods, hogé&t you?" She lifted her right
hand to brush back Gabrielle's hair. "I don't ustserd how | got this lucky." She
lowered her head to lean against Gabrielle's. '"édaeautiful, talented, intelligent, a
perfect warrior and bard, a perfect friend, a penfartner, a perfect Queen, a perfect
lover, a perfect Soulmate, and I've got you. Hotha&?" Her right hand came down
to caress Gabrielle's neck to her upper chedbdk me so long to understand why
you accepted all of me. When | understood it waddke... | couldn't understand
why you loved me. Then | eventually understood beed reversed perspectives.”
Xena's hand went across the valley of her love€adis while she lifted her head up.

Gabrielle's eyes closed while she listened to dnearl

A loving smile formed on the warrior's lips. "Nowty want my dark side to come out
again." The smile went sad. "As crazy as it isill o it." She lowered her head close
to Gabrielle's as the breeze slipped around thelové you more every step we take
together.” Her head came lower, which let theicambine. Her hand came down to
slip down between Gabrielle's belt. "Why?" she dskea whisper with her lips
brushing over the warrior-bard's cheek.

"Because we are Soulmates," was the whisperednsspGabrielle's left hand came
up to the back of Xena's head. "It answers evargthetween us." She sealed her lips
over Xena's in a warm tender kiss. Her right anppsgld around the warrior's waist as
her side stayed pressing into Xena's body.

The taller woman kept her lover in tightly agaihst body while still kissing her
deeply. When they did pull away from the kiss slas wuzzling her Soulmate's neck.
" You're beautiful."

Gabrielle smiled to herself then started to gigglgtle.
The Warrior Princess kissed her partner's neck. iv?h

The small warrior grinned while closing her eyed dropping her head to the left
some. "You're getting chatty."

"I know," growled the warrior. She had better asdmsher lover's neck. "And you're
getting quiet.”

"I know," growled the smaller warrior. A small maahescaped her lips. "Alright, we
better calm down." She could feel her breathingipgg up.

Xena didn't calm down immediately and brought s traveling down to the top of
her lover's chest.

Instantly a shiver rippled up and down Gabrielbgdy. "Xena?" Her voice was in a



plea.

The older woman brought her head back up and kissegartner gently. When she
finished the kiss, she pulled back with her eyew/si opening. A grin tweaked her
lips.

Gabrielle's chest was rising fast. "Okay..." she whied while taking a deep breath.
Her eyes finally opened to study twinkling navy ®y&Vhat other memories did you
like?"

The tall woman laughed while pulling her Soulmalb&sk into her stomach. "Mmm a
lot." She reached over to pick up one of the gabl&the bunny."” The goblet's brim
went to her lips to drink from.

"Oh no." The small warrior shook her head. "Liksald, that rabbit was mean."

"Right," drawled out the warrior. "You show me thian rabbit one day." She
lowered the goblet.

"Fine, don't believe me." Gabrielle shrugged asra@eased her lips. "Wait till you
get a killer bunny on your hands." She was givewtlreeglass and easily took it.

"I'll just have you come kill it for me." Xena rubb her thumb against her lover's
stomach. "Since you have experience with them."

"Pffft." The small warrior placed the cup of winadk on the railing after drinking.
"It'd kick my butt again."

"Maybe both of us could Kill it."
Gabrielle giggled. "Maybe." She shrugged. "Maybg"no
Xena chuckled and glanced over the river.

The short woman herself was staring over the majssvter river. "l think when we
get back to Greece I'm going to get a new outfit."

"What?" The older woman shook her head. "You justthhis one." She grinned while
continuing. "You need more leathers?"

"I don't think so." The warrior-bard evilly grinnet was thinking velvet."
"Velvet... keep going."

The Amazon Queen grinned at the interest. "Redvetiet."”

"Uh huh... halter-top and skirt?" A grin was peakaigng the warrior's lips.

"Oh definitely." The young warrior's tongue rana@ss her teeth. "Short skirt too with
a black belt and jewels on it." She felt her watsiarms tighten around her body.

"We'll see." Xena lowered her head down a little.

Gabrielle evilly grinned because she knew she'tinged new outfit soon. She
reached over to grab a goblet to drink from with Seulmate.
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Xena stumbled a little down the torch lit corridor.

Gabrielle laughed a little and caught her Soulm&teu're losing it."
"Nope." The warrior kissed her lover. "I'm gettimgeal soon."

The corridor in the palace was empty.

"Mmm if you can make it to the room." The small warr started walking again. "If
you do, you'll get a lot of it."

"Mmm." The tall woman started walking again witlgran. "No problem."

The younger female continued her walk. In onlyitistantly that she glanced away
she found herself pushed against a wall. Her Iswearm and strong body was over
hers. Then without a word strong lips took hers.

The warrior grinned into the kiss and started anéwen the first kiss ended. Her
hands were pressing Gabrielle's body against toleveall.

It was late at night, almost five candlemarksddwn and they'd just returned from
the cruise.

The small warrior slipped out of the embrace eaShe started down the hall but
turned around to grin at her lover. "Coming?"

Xena said nothing as she started power walking tdsviaer lover. Her eyes were rich
and twinkling.

The younger woman saw the intensity of this andiktieere would be little sleep
tonight if any. She kept walking backwards but glag here and there to her right for
their room. "Xena | am all yours."

"I know," the warrior purred. She kept her paca aertain speed so she stayed a
certain distance from Gabrielle. She spotted thélopdoors to their room and
automatically picked up her pace.

The small warrior soon found herself rammed upragidhe door. Her head fell
against the door and she opened her eyes to peetouper lover's eyes. "Made it to
the love room."

Xena laughed a little and lowered her head dow@&dbrielle's. "Mmm, as | call it the
lovenasium."

The Queen started to laugh hard. "Oh gods," shepghed. She soon stopped as
Xena's body shifted against hers.

The warrior placed both her hands above Gabridikesl. Her hips pressed into her
lover's body as she peered down with passion writt® her expression.

The small warrior looked up with a loving smile agrdsped Xena's hips. She rocked
her hips into Xena's while having Xena kiss her.

~*Part 12*~



The Soulmate had finally made use of the twentyswmide pillows after their two
candlemarks of sleep.

Gabrielle had her back propped up on them. Shestitheude since last night.

The warrior herself was nude and laying in her teveody and arms. She sat between
Gabrielle's legs with her back pressed into thelsmam stomach. Her head lay
resting on the small warrior's chest with her eglesed.

The small woman had wrapped her legs a little attdwer lover's waist. Her head
resting into the pillows in the middle of the bétkr hands however were busy
relaxing the warrior.

Xena was done in by the small hands massagingrbasts gently. The small warm

hands gently massaging her breasts without eveatiéming to turn on her passion.

That was one thing that amazed her. How Gabriellddctouch her anywhere with a
specific touch to bring out certain feelings. Ar@hnher lover's touch was soothing

over her breasts and not lustful.

"Mmm bath?" questioned the small warrior.
"Soon," whispered the older woman.
"Don't fall asleep on me." Gabrielle began to grin.

"Trying not to." Xena felt the need to press hedypmto Gabrielle's. So she turned in
the embrace and snuggled her head into her ldwessts. "God's I'm tired," she
whined.

The younger woman laughed because she hardly evér ear her Soulmate whine.
"Dido." She wrapped her arms around Xena tighthe sissed her warrior's forehead.
"We should really move."

The Warrior Princess sighed dramatically. "Soomgdeadache leaves."

"Here." The warrior-bard lifted her hands to themeaa's temples. She began to
massage them gently. She kept at it while askidgw's that feel?"

"Mmm, better." The Warrior Princess kissed her t®/ehest. "Was worth it."

"The headache?" Gabrielle nodded in agreementiriibef.” She grinned while
ushering, "Thank you for last night."

The tall woman chuckled a little. "Thank you." Shghed softly. "Let's do it again
sometime."

The Queen moved her fingertips a little to massdg@mnetime soon.” She chuckled
with a smile and lowered her hands to her lovextkb"How's that?"

"A lot better." She took a deep breath and letittslowly. "Let's get that bath."
"In that swimming pool?"

A small laugh left the warrior. "Yeah." She satau of her partner's arms and rolled
out of bed.



Gabrielle followed and stood up with a small gradaer headache jumped in intensity
from the quick movement. Her right hand went tofoeehead with her eyes closing.

"Hey come here." Xena moved to her friend and puttands on Gabrielle's
forehead. She did the samething to Gabrielle's lemp

The young warrior moaned softly and leaned intowsarior. "Thanks, that was bad."
"I know." The tall woman continued massaging. "&&pot bath with bubbles?"

The Amazon Queen chuckled with a grin. "The WarRancess in bubbles?"

"Just don't tell anybody huh?"

"It's our secret." Gabrielle grinned while peeruminto warm blue eyes. She smiled
then closed her eyes again.

The smile formed onto the warrior's lips. She fieid the massage and leaned down
to kiss her warmly. "Come on."

Soon the pair had figured a way to fill the hugéhlveg tub with warm water.
Afterwards they went in to relax and sooth theidies from last night. It was late
morning in Egypt. After the bath they were outloé tub, dried, Gabrielle on the bed
writing, and Xena on the couch yet to dress.

Slowly the small warrior put her quill down. Shesnstill nude. She lay back and
raised the scroll up to start reading it. She stdgjpr a moment and glanced over to
her lover. Her right hand patted her stomach faintl

Xena chuckled a little and hopped off the coucle Shuntered over and crawled onto
the bed. She lay on her side with her right arppshg under Gabrielle, her head on
the warrior-bard's stomach and her left arm ovemtarm stomach. She closed her
eyes with a content sigh.

The small woman went back to reading her scrollevher right hand was running
through dark hair.

The Soulmates stayed in this position until the AamaQueen finished reading over
her scroll.

Gabrielle read the last bit of it and dropped ttmléto the bed. "Xen?"
"Mmm?"

"Who was Queen Caitriona's second in command?"

"It was Liz." Xena shifted a little. "Why?"

The small warrior-bard shrugged. "Just couldn'teerber her name."
The warrior nodded a little. "She was a little tbwsmnd not talkative."
"Strong silent type, I'm good with those." Gabeadvilly grinned.

"So I've noticed." The warrior chuckled while smdi



The Amazon Queen went a little serious. "l thinkt@ana was the only one |
trusted... other then Yakut."

The older woman sighed a little. "Let's hope weandave to test that trust.”

"Yeah really." The Queen shut her eyes. "l was iclemgg sometime this winter
letting you be Queen for a week or so."

Xena's eyes flew open. "What?"
"Make you Queen for a week."
"l got that.” The Warrior Princess had a seriowkldBut... why?"

"Because it'd be good for you and the rest of thBdd." Gabrielle's hands rested on
her lover's shoulder. "It'd be like running an army

The dark woman lifted her head to gaze into opeemeyes. "There's a huge
difference.”

"Then more the reason why you should do it." Thalkmarrior corked an eyebrow
in suggestion. She sighed and lost the look. "X&megjust saying there may be a day
when I'm not around and you need to be acting Qué&de shrugged. "A little
practice would be good ‘cause you have a diffesgstem of running things that the
Amazons need to learn.” She smiled a faintly. "Aad'd learn a little bit yourself."

The warrior sighed dramatically and lowered herdhaato her partner's stomach.
"And Ephiny?"

"Can deal." Gabrielle chuckled. "I set up rank,'slaéter us."
"Alright." The warrior kissed her lover's stomatHl try it this winter."

"Thank you." The short woman hugged her Soulmgtlti. "Feel like a walk along
the beach?"

The watrrior lifted her head with a smile. "Suret'sgo."
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Torrid came into the bathing room with his handsibe his back. He bowed his head
to the queen. "My queen."

Cleopatra nodded her head. "Speak."

The second minister lifted his head. "Queen Claap&ome is on the brink of an all
out civil war." He sighed at the affairs.

The Egyptian queen raised an eyebrow while studyiagvarm water. "And why
shouldthat interrupt my bath?"

The minister sighed a little. "As you said my quegu command the greatest navy
in the world- the strategic price if your name happto be Brutus or Antony.
Whichever one of them gets control of your navy wile the empire." He bowed his
head in apology.



The queen sighed while resting back against the"Wkll, sounds like they'll both be
courting me then doesn't it?"

Torrid lifted his head with worried eyes. "Or trgito eliminate you."
Cleopatra looked away.

The minister dropped his head again. "There argetlizat say with you out of the
way, the Egyptian navy will go the highest biddétis eye drifted shut.

"You worry to much Ra. | have always known how totpct Egypt... my people...
and myself. | will keep the Romans at bay." Shesrteer fingers and one of her
servant comes over with a scrolls and quill. Shggrizeto write while speaking to
Torrid. "See that see that my Chief Admiral recsitlgese orders Ra." She lifted her
eyes to the minister while rolling the scroll up. "

Torrid nodded while walking around the tub to hign. "As you command." He
bowed his head while taking the scroll. "Anythingeemy queen?"

"Take care of yourself Ra." The queen sadly smil¥du've been of great services."
She saw the confused look on Torrid's face. "Now go

The minister said nothing. But straightened up lamskly left the room.

Cleopatra glances up to one of her servants. "Hmmit just me, Shiana or do crises
only happen when I'm naked?"

Shiana chuckled a little. She looked up to see ssargger come into the room. She
strolled over there to take the scroll. "Cleopatran urgent message from Rome."
She looks up from the scroll then walks back torhistress.

The Egyptian Queen takes the scroll while unrollin@nce she unrolled it a long
black item fell from the scroll and into the watérhile caught in the middle of her
reading, she felt a strong sting came to her irctiest. "Shiana..." Her breathing
caught. "Another scroll and quill." She sucked a&n breath as her heart rate began to
slow.

The black snake disappears under the water.

The servant hastily kneeled down to her queen. Qdgen?" She handed the objects
over with a concern expression.

Cleoptra finishes writing as her breathing wentlska "Shiana ... take this to our
guests."” She handed over the scroll while closergelyes.

Shiana now knew what happened as she saw the hdaglsnake reappear in the
water. "l will my Queen,” she whispered. Her eyesg from the tears that wanted to
form. "Egypt is in safe hands my queen." She qyiskbod up and looked to the other
servants. "Take her to rest in her room."

The other servants nodded and moved to lift théashdreathing queen out of the
tub.

Cleopatra died the moment she was placed in her bed



~k ik ko
"Xena, Gabrielle!" The servant yelled while runnohgwn the beach.

The Soulmates stopped walking and turned arousdedhe small dark haired
woman running after them with a scroll.

Shiana came up to the pair. She started breatl@iagliz. She bent forward while
handing the scroll over.

Xena took it and unrolled it. She silently readith her Soulmate.

The small warrior finished and peeked up to heetoVAre we really going to do
this?"

The Warrior Princess went stoic while rolling tloeadl up. "Yes, we're really going to
do this."

The Amazon Queen felt her defenses come to life.y@u have a plan?"
Shiana looked up at hearing the question.

The warrior turned her head to her partner. Shengd. "First we become Egypt...
and then we take on Rome."

"Are we in order?"

Gabrielle nodded. "Everything is set." She kneeleg@n to close the golden cuff on
each of her Soulmate's ankles. She stood back ue Mting the golden chains.
"Xena, | don't-"

"I know Gabrielle." The warrior was nude just odtsf the palace entrance. "Tell me
if you don't want to do this. We'll drop it and Ved' She grasped her partner's
shoulders.

Four Egyptian guards and a rug surrounded the Sxabron the ground. Gabrielle
still wore her regular maroon leathers but Xenaatdon a wig of short black hair.

The small warrior locked eyes. "This is a dark aduee."

"Yes." The tall woman nodded briskly. "I will geaick and gods' only know what |
will do."

Not to mention Egypt's power over y@abrielle thought. "No, we need to do this."
She smiled confidently. "Bring back the darkne§&he leaned in to kiss her warrior
as she locked the band around her lover's neckp@hesl back. "Be careful Xena."

"Always love." The warrior smiled warmly but drogpi. "The key."

Gabrielle moved her head in understanding. Shdneeblbetween her breasts, slipped
the key into her mouth, and moved in to kiss hairag

Xena felt the warm key pass into her mouth.

The Amazon Queen pulled back and nodded to Xena.



The Warrior Princess winked and walked over tortlie She lay down and crossed
her arms against her chest. She locked eyes withi€la to show her love.

Two guards shifted and started to roll her up enrig.

Gabrielle looked up to the four guards. "Delivdrer to Mark Anthony and await for
her return outside of the perimeters. Understood?"

The four Egyptian guards nodded.

"Good, now go." The small warrior folded her arms avatched the four guards lift
the rug together and march out of the entrancedamch the road in the night towards
Mark Anthony's camp. She sighed and walked intqthee to find herself a disguise.

Mark Anthony looked up as one of his soldiers exder
"Sir, Queen Cleopatra bids you welcome and hasysena gift."

Anthony nodded a little showing small interest. 8@n Cleopatra has sent me a gift...
bring it in."

The soldier soluted. "Sir, yes, sir!" He glancedlbaut the tent flap. "Bring it in!" He
watched the two men carry the rug in. He glancatiédRoman commander. "It's a
carpet, sir."

The Roman commander nodded and watched his mea thlacug down gently.
"Dismissed." He watched the soldiers leave andigled over to the rug. He looked
at it questionable then took the scroll off it. téad it aloud. "Will Rome enter
Egypt?" He raised an eyebrow. In what way? He woedtlevhile lighting pushed the
carpet with his foot to unroll it.

Anthony watched a tall dark woman with short blaeli roll out of the carpet and
crouch before him. He saw dark blue eyes lift upito. He saw a powerful seductive
smile crease the woman's lips. The firelight intér reflected off her tan body and
the golden chains. Her voice name came out in p peg.

"I am Cleopatra. Queen of Egypt. Slave of Rome."
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"I must speak with Cleopatra at once!"
Shiana raised her hand. "Brutus, is she expecong'y

"No, she is not. But | fear for her safety.” Brutask a menacing step but he stopped
when another woman entered in.

"What does Cleopatra have to be afraid of, Brutus?"
Brutus did a double take. "Gabrielle?"

The small warrior smirked with her arms folding.eShkas in her Egyptian attire. "I'm
alive." She turned her head to Shiana. "'l hdmsl.t

Shiana bowed her head and left the room.



Brutus faintly shook his head. "You survived theatfixion?"

Slowly the Amazon Queen turned her head back teuBridYou should have been
there." She walked over to a bowl of fruit on aé¢alshe pulled out a few grapes.

"What are you doing here?" The Roman now crossedrinms.

The small woman ate the grapes slowly. "I'm pagngsit to an old friend." She
shrugged while eating the last grape.

Brutus narrowed his eyes. "Where's Xena?"
"She's with Cleopatra.” She began to speak loudeopes to be heard by her partner.
"Well, then I'll see them both."

Gabrielle shook her head while folding her armsradédt's not a good time Brutus."
She smiled with fakeness. "But I'll relay your... cems about her safety."

"I'd just as soon do that in person.” The commabégan to shift.
The small warrior narrowed her eyes and triedap stim. "Brutus, stop.”
The man kept walking towards the bedchambers gid in them.

Gabrielle sidestepped the man. "Stop," she growhdbody is allowed to see
Cleopatra.”

"Gabirielle, this is ridiculous. | have informatitimat could save Cleopatra's life!"
Brutus narrowed his eyes in anger. "l insist on -"

The small woman quickly cut him off. "You're in position to make demands!"

Brutus was about to yell back but stopped wheraletke tall dark Warrior Princess
appeared.

"Ave Brutus." Xena stood back in her leathers amagloa. "You know you're in the
Queen's bedchamber."

The Roman commander sighed deeply. "I have com&to Cleopatra there are
people plotting against her. Under no circumstasbesild she trust either Antony or
Octavius. They both want her dead."

The warrior raised an eyebrow. "Octavius... Ceasatpted son?"

The man nodded quickly. "He claims to be the rigihteir of Rome. He's just a
murdering opportunist.”

Takes one to know one, doesn't it Brutus? Xenak&aiat the thought. "Well then,
I'll be sure to tell her. | know she'll apprecigieir concern.” She started to turn away.

"I would like to see her myself," yelled Brutus.
Slowly the warrior turned back around. "She's BuSte put her hands on her hips.

Brutus looked between the two female warriors. ‘§lad you and Gabrielle are



well..." He turned quickly and left at a power walk.
Gabrielle watched him go and whispered, "Good tgnin
Xena nodded and peered down at her partner. "THankglling."

The younger woman nodded. "Figured you would heat' ®he grinned a little.
"Between that and my franticness that you felt,dume you'd know."

The tall woman chuckled a little.
"What's the next step?" The warrior-bard foldeddrens.

"We wait for Octavius to show." Then an evil grieased the warrior's lips. "And
keep Antony busy."
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Xena relaxed in the warm water. She felt her Sotdlmdands on her chest rubbing
there. She dropped her head back at the soothiiaty.to

The door to the bathing room opened and in steppddony with three Roman
guards.

Slowly the warrior-bard lifted her eyes and raibed hands out of the water to the
ledge. She was on her knees.

"Welcome, Antony."” Xena smiled and held her hanttouwsabrielle. "This is my
companion... Iris."

Anthony raised an eyebrow at Gabrielle and lookednd down her length. Slowly a
grin creased his lips. "If | were in your handss, It would be fortunate indeed."

The warrior felt anger come alive in her. She nae® her eyes. "Leave us."

The small warrior began to stand but soon foundSwerimate's hand grasping hers.
She understood the signal and sat back down.

"No, | have business to attend to. Besides, | lsaypgped full of pleasures this night ...
perhaps by morning we can put this issue of trabird us, and move on." He put his
hands to his hips while watching the servants netoitheir former duties.

The Warrior Princess bowed her head slightly. "Tbemtinue with your business."
Mark Anthony bowed his head and turned towardsitheg. "Goodnight Cleopatra.”
Xena watched with intent as the man left.

Gabrielle shook her head while glancing down tolbeer. "God, Xena. | thought he
was going to accept your invitation. How did yowt#nhe wouldn't?"

"l didn't."
The small warrior clamped her jaw down from sayimgre.

~*Part 13*~



The small cloaked form entered into Cleopatra'sbaohber by way of the balcony.

Xena was lying in the bed by herself and instandsird the movement. She leered out
of the bed and saw the figure.

"Are you Cleopatra?"
The Warrior Princess narrowed her eyes. "Are youassassin?"

The small man shook his head. "No!" He raised hisds to show no weapons. "l was
coming to see you."

"Really?" The warrior raised her hands with a gfile have a front door for that."

"But his was the only way... believe me." The mamgeal back but regretted it as an
oil pot on fire landed by him. Soon more were ftyin to the bedchamber and a fire
began.

Xena grabbed the man and ran out of the bedchamhiere to see Anthony coming
with guards.

"Cleopatra!”
The young cloaked man tried to sneak away.
The warrior quickly moved to grab him. "Where daybink you're going?"

"Away from him. He wants me dead. Those assassane after me." The small man
nodded his head towards the Roman commander.

"Oh, aren't you the center of attention. Isn't drenlikely they were after me?" Xena
spotted her Soulmate come around the corner withvdgyptian guards to help put
the fire out.

The young man frantically shook his head with tbechdown. "That's why we must
ally. They want us both dead."

"And who are you?" growled the dark woman.

Anthony took a step closer to intervene. "Octavitte turned his head to Xena.
"Queen Cleopatra, may | introduce to you the gnagplkhew and adopted son of Julius
Caesar ... and a traitor."

Octavius narrowed his eyes at the commander. "traitor? What would Julius
Caesar think of his closest friend denying me mierie?"

"Uncle Julius was too busy to realize how ill-eqped you are. It's not that | love
Caesar less, | love Rome more."

"Antony ..." The Warrior Princess slowly turned heald to the man with a grin.
Octavius saw the look and began to protest. "Cleapplease! He'll kill me."

Xena studied the young man's eyes. She turneddaelto Gabrielle. "Take him
away! I'll deal with him later.”



Gabrielle briskly nodded and looked to two guafdske him."
The two guards moved and arrested the man. Thdgdaun off.

"How do | know you weren't somehow involved in tHi§ he warrior peered at
Anthony with interest.

"I came here to put out the fire." Mark Anthonysel an eyebrow with gleaming eyes
"We have unfinished business, you and I." He wHideound to leave with his guards
now that the fire was gone.

Gabrielle watched him go. She turned her head tmblkr Soulmate to study her dark
profile. "Xena?"

"Yes?" The warrior didn't look at her lover.

Gabrielle walked up to her partner's side. "I'mrigssight of your plan, Xena. Are you
trying to flirt him to death?" She crossed her arms

The Warrior Princess turned her head to her friéind.getting him to trust me so |
can do what | want with him."

The small woman's head bobbed. "Be careful,” shepehed, "He's your type."
The older woman quickly looked back to her lovéfoti think?"

"Yes." The small warrior looked away as she fedt jgalousy coming back to life.
"What's this 'unfinished business'?"

"He's going to try to seduce me into letting hine @eopatra's navy."
The small woman slowly began to nod. "And then?"

"And then I'll have him on his knees." Xena gazedl at her lover with dark
expression. "Figuratively speaking, of course."

Gabrielle laughed halfheartedly with a smirk "Oticge.” She turned to start walking
away.

The warrior moved quickly to grasp her partner abthe waist. "l won't sleep with
him."

The small woman looked up with worried eyes. "lI'tanst that."

"Why?" Xena had a confused look. "Because you darst me to control my dark
side?"

"No, because | don't trust Egypt." Gabrielle pulted of her lover's arms and walked
off. "We have work to do."

The Warrior Princess watched her Soulmate disagreand the corner. She ran her
right hand through her bangs and walked off.
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Gabrielle narrowed her eyes as she watched henfageilean in to kiss Anthony



deeply. She clamped her jaw down tightly and fistedhands up.

Shiana glimpsed to Gabrielle then back to the waand Anthony. "She's good," she
whispered.

"To good," was the warrior-bard's quiet respon$e Batched the kiss become
deeper between her Soulmate and the Roman comm&taesaw Mark Anthony's
hand come to her warrior's shoulder and push rek. lezabrielle was instantly
moving. She'd been watching this seduction ganh@nig. She came right up to the
pair and cleared her through. "Erhem... Queen Cleapdon't forget your meeting
with your advisors."

The warrior slowly pulled back from the warm kisghnannoyance. "Ah, my
advisors. Yes, they're such busy bodies."

Anthony smiled while caressing the woman's chelekniie wasn't built in a day." He
stood up with a warm smile and left.

The Warrior Princess watched him go then shiftecelges to Gabrielle. "What do
you think you were doing? | was in complete control

The Amazon Queen narrowed her eyes at her Soulhiéde: far were you going to
let that go, Xena?" She leaned in a little. "Andrwne here?"

Xena's tongue ran across her molars. "Until he é&d@or my navel.”

"Your navy?" Better suggested the small warriore &hised an eyebrow in proof to
Xena's lost of control.

The tall woman looked away. "I know what I'm doihg.

"Xena, what happens if he's the one who killed G&ti@a?" She reached out to grasp
her partner's hand.

The warrior looked back to her lover while thinkirigie's the one T'll kill if I have to.
| have no real feelings for him, Gabrielle, beliewe."”

Gabrielle was about to reply except Shiana camanapbent forward between them
with a flower. "This is from Antony."

Xena took the orchid while studying it. "Really."

The servant slowly nodded. "He invites you to nteet tomorrow night under the
pyramid."”

Slowly a grin covered the warrior's lips. "Tell hitthbe there ... got him right where
| want him."

"l bet." Gabrielle stood up and walked off.

"Hades." The dark woman stood up to turn in Galergetlirection but she was gone.
"What's happening?" she whispered to nobody busetfer

Shiana furrowed her eyebrows. "Xena?"



The warrior looked to the servant. "Sorry, we hplans to carry out.”
"As you wish." Shiana smiled warmly. "What do yceed?"
"Bring Ra to me."

The servant bowed her head and left to seek owgabend minister.

Gabrielle slammed the door shut. She started pdanl and forth in the room.

It was the same room Xena and her had shared Wkgritst came. But now
Gabrielle only slept in it while her Soulmate slepCleopatra’'s bedchamber. She
hated it.

She stopped in the middle of her pacing. Her haadtwhrough her short hair as she
stared at the ceiling. "What's happening?" Her el@sed. "l want what's mine," she
growled as a few tears rolled down her cheeks.

"Then take what's yours babes."

Gabrielle opened her eyes at the familiar voice &idly smiled at Aphrodite.
"Dite?"

"Hey sweet cheeks." The goddess folded her arnmasideer chest. "How's it
hanging?"

"Not good."” The small warrior turned away and wdlkeer to the balcony to lean
against the railing. "Something has Xena."

The goddess came out onto the balcony with herdrié've heard."
The Amazon Queen looked up quickly. "You've beerchiag?"

"Yes." She slowly nodded. "Cyrene asked me to wat@r you both babes."” She
sadly smiled with a shrug. "Couldn't refuse thd¢iof

Gabrielle knew now what Cyrene's worried look hadrbabout. Cyrene knew. She
looked back over the scene of Alexandria. "Diteydo know what's going on?"

Aphrodite took a deep breath. "Gabrielle, she'adpeontrolled by the mysterious of
Egypt.” She had sad look with a serious voice. $tefing accent dropped. "She
wasn't lying about what she said on the way oves.he

The warrior-bard glanced up then away. "I knowg sthispered.

"Then you also know babes that you can easily geback.” Aphrodite shrugged.
"She's always yours... just grab her."

"That simple?"

Aphrodite grinned. "That simple babes, she wantstgo." Aphrodite disappeared
with her voice in an echo. "Soulmates, it answeesghing."

Gabrielle's eyes drifted shut as her mind begdoytavith ideas. And as she did a grin



slowly crept along her lips.

ke
"Ra?" The small warrior walked into the centerltd palace's main hall.
Torrid glanced up with a concerned look. "Gabriéllée bowed his head.
"Has Xena left?" Gabrielle was back in her regaldre.

"Yes." Torrid lifted his head. "She left soon as #unset came."

The Amazon Queen began to walk down the hall wathfhiend. "Then about five
minutes ago correct?"”

"Yes." The minister walked along side. "Xena redqe@gshat I... stay beside you."
"Really?" Gabrielle turned her head to ministemyAertain reason?"

"None that she said of."

The small woman slowly grinned. "Any certain reagon know of?"

"My reason is she would not like for you to notdyeund her and Anthony tonight."

"Ah." Gabrielle nodded as she came to the doornwdlyenentrance to the palace. "My
assumption is the same." She walked into the etgresom.

"Gabrielle, you are not going to the pyramid ara3oTorrid had a worried look.

"Mmm, | don't need to." The small woman grinned le/tshe walked out of the
entrance room and to the steps of the palace eutsid

The minister stopped in his tracks thinking abbiat.tHe shook his head and jogged
to catch up. "Gabrielle, wait."

Gabrielle stopped midway down the steps and glabeel up.

"You need a plan." He came down a few steps. iebelthere may be a way." A
warm smile took Torrid's lips. "l know what goes lmetween you and Xena."

"You're right." Gabrielle folded her arms. "Get meloak."
Torrid nodded and left to seek out a cloak.

The small warrior gazed over to the two guardshieyentranceway. "Find me some of
Brutus's soldiers."”

The Egyptians guard nodded and walked down thes &tegkly.
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"Why have you hailed for Brutus's soldiers?" TherRRa soldier took one step up the
staircase to the palace.

Torrid bowed his head. "We only wish to help." Hezgd up the stairs to see
Gabrielle coming down the steps with a dark cloaloot the hood off.

Gabrielle came up beside Torrid and gazed at sef/Brutus's soldiers. "l wish to



lead you to where Cleopatra and Mark Anthony aheyT¥e alone and it would be the
best time to take them." She grinned. "Is that vt hailing for?"

The leader soldier quietly laughed. "Quite." Heptd back. "Lead the way."

The young warrior nodded. "Right this way." Shelgaiher hood over her head. She
walked through the busy torch lit streets of Aleiaa towards the pyramid. She
weaved through the streets with the Roman soltheiend her. She then came out of
the streets and went directly to the pyramid. Sbpped and raised her arm to point at
the pyramid where there were two forms laying octheather.

The leader grinned and turned his head to the stiidrers. "Take them." He
unsheathed his sword as the six men went racingrtsanCleopatra and Mark
Anthony. He followed behind.

Gabrielle folded her arms against her chest andheatwith interest. She saw her
Soulmate stand up quickly with Anthony to fight gediers. Slowly a grin creased
her lips because she knew she'd just interrupterkgong.

Xena was forced out of her daze of passion astalted to fight the soldiers. She had
to wonder how these soldiers had perfect timin@jraating her and Anthony. And
knew where to find her and Anthony.

After a few moments of fighting she had them tagahwith Mark Anthony's help.
Her eyes searched around and fell on a dark figuitee distance, a small dark figure
that watch with interest. Slowly a grin creased |hps.

Mark Anthony glanced over to Xena. "One of Brutus'?

The warrior quickly turned her head to Anthony wadkover to a still living soldier.
"No, wait, Antony." She looked to the spot where tlark figure was or rather had
been, the figure gone. "He could be useful to 8¢ walked over to the hurt soldier
and grinned. "Tell Brutus he missed. Tell him Ant@md Cleopatra are alive, well,
and together."

The soldier nodded and got up to hurry away.

The Warrior Princess watched him go and then tuheedhead to Anthony.
"Tomorrow."

"Tomorrow then." The Roman leaned in to kiss theriawarmly.

Xena felt the shock wave of coldness rip throughbdoely. She gave a fake smile to
Mark Anthony when he left her side. Taking a helbrgath she headed for the palace.
After going through the streets in the mid evershg came to the steps of the palace,
she stopped dead. Her eyes became fixed on thédanlalfigure that sat on the stone
rail to the left of the steps. She grinned whilenbling the steps.

The figure never shifted, just stared at the warrio
Xena came to the last step after making a beetinthé dark figure.

Slowly the figure lowered their head to push bawkhood.



The Warrior Princess lips etched into a smile. 'Aihwgou Gabrielle."

Dark green eyes peered up after pushing the hodd Hldigured you wanted a...
distraction.”

"l did." The watrrior's eyes were twinkling. "It wé&s involved.”

"So | noticed." Gabrielle stood up from the stoaié and took off her cloak. She put it
in one arm. "Let me remind you who owns you." Siekther Soulmate's hand. "Even
your dark side." She turned to lead her lover tghothe entrance room, into the grand
hall, and to their room. When she entered she ddssecloak to the couch. Xena's
wig followed behind.

Next the warrior found her lips taken into a pasate kiss. She took a step forward
while pushing her sandals off. Small hands workeddothes off during the kiss.
After that kiss ended Xena started a second ankwhe did she pushed Gabrielle's
top off. She pulled back and lifted the top overlbger's head.

Gabrielle felt her Soulmate's warm body press ln#is. She ended the kiss rapidly as
her body heated up. She kneeled down and untielddws to toss them out of the
way.

Xena lifted her partner back up to kiss her agéhe was pushing her lover towards
the bed while slipping her hands under the belt.

The warrior-bard helped push the skirt off. Afteat she climbed into the bed. "Come
here." She held her hands out while lying on hekba

The taller woman crawled in and knew what her ganwanted. So she straddled her
lover right at the neck.

The young woman pulled at Xena's thigh for herctmus up a little more.

Xena grinned and simply did that. Her right hanchealown to spread open her folds.
Her eyes closed when two warm hands went to heritimghs. A soft moan escaped
her lips when a hot tongue slipped between hesfditie fire had been sparked deep
in her.

Gabrielle brought her mouth over the hot centesuick strongly. Her hands glided
between her lover's thighs to her stomach.

The watrrior felt intoxicated. She arched her hipsand into her Soulmate's mouth.
She felt the small hands trail up her stomach tdheasts. The small hands began to
knead her breasts. She moaned deeply. "Gabrishe,ushered.

The young woman grinned while still sucking on loeter's center. Xena's essence
filled her and she kept teasing her partner tohtsig

The taller woman moaned while dropping her head.ldder free hand came down to
grasp Gabrielle's shoulder. She began to grindhipsrinto her lover's touch.

The Amazon Queen dredged her tongue through tde tben eased her tongue
inside.



"Gods," the warrior growled. She gritted her testll looked down to see her
Soulmate immersed in her pleasing. She moanedydagpler breathing. Her body
was soaked in sweat now. Her hand was still grgsipan lover's shoulder tightly. She
sensed the small hands massaging her breastsstoa go to hold her hips.

The warrior felt the small yet powerful climax dpmd her into satisfaction. She
groaned deeply while suddenly falling forward. Hands came down to hold her up
from hitting Gabrielle.

The small warrior grinned as she wrapped her arosna her lover. "I'm not done
with you."

Xena slowly opened her eyes to gaze down into gag&n eyes. "l know," she
whispered faintly. She was still heavily breathiB@e lowered her body onto
Gabrielle's.

The short woman kissed her lover's temple and pllsBebody up more onto the
bed. Xena's hips were now over her stomach.

The tall woman slowly sat up with a grin. "Now,d diant what's mine as well."

"Oh." Gabrielle grabbed her partner's hands. "bindoing this alone." She evilly
grinned as her right hand with Xena's went undemthrrior's hips. "This body is
yours as much as mine." One of her fingers witha®entered inside.

"Gabrielle," growled the older woman. Her other diargrasp went strong. She began
to rock her hips into the pumping fingers.

The small woman was breathing heavily as she &lnlcklace tight around her
throat. "It's both of us doing this to your bodynég' she whispered. "Gods it's
perfect."

The Warrior Princess whimpered while dropping heaichback. She felt the passion
roar through her body and take her into a strozg dd&lease Gabrielle," she pleaded
quietly.

The Queen smiled with perfection while letting ledfrand Xena slip another finger in
each. "Faster?"

The older woman faintly nodded while holding Galbeie other hand in desperation
to stay in reality a little longer.

Gabrielle twined that hand together in reassura@ometimes for either of them this
could be overly powerful.

The four fingers began to slide in and out of tlegner's center at a rapid pace.
"We're taking you Xena."

Xena couldn't respond to that for she was to buisyglong her hips, sweating, moving
her fingers in and out, breathing heavily, grasgieglover's hand, and having heat
flashes through her body.

The small woman smiled at seeing the lack of respofihen she felt her lover's
fingers stop moving with her own. Nothing was hefarda brief instant.



Xena's eyes were closed with her head droppeddmciGabrielle,” erupted from
deep inside.

The small warrior slipped the fingers out as Xeba®dy went crashing into hers. She
took the strong crash easily as she held her Soeltiggtly.

The warrior dug her head into Gabrielle's neck witsed eyes. She tried to come
back to this world.

Gabrielle waited with a smile on her lips. She extkhe and Xena's body a little. She
tried to calm her own passion as well.

The dark woman kissed her lover's neck and shivaiétle.
"Hey, you okay?" The Amazon Queen rubbed her ftgehdt back.
"Yeah," whispered the warrior. She lifted her heaith a grin. "A little more intense."

"Mmm, because it was both of us." Gabrielle griniédve it when that happens.”
She chuckled a little.

Xena grinned slowly while leaning down to kiss leefer gently. After the kiss she
hopped out of the bed.

"Xena," growled the small warrior.
The older woman winked while strutting dramaticaliser to a sofa.

Gabrielle rolled out of the bed and came to starfdant of her Soulmate whom sat in
the sofa. Her hands were on her hips with a hugegksmher expression.

The dark woman chuckled and reached to grasp Glatwikips. She pulled the small
warrior onto her lap.

The Amazon Queen straddled her partner's legs.

Xena smiled and slowly lowered her eyes to scarpégner's strong body. "These
past two days have been... out of hand." She pegredth hooded eyes.

"Xena-"

The warrior had leaned forward to kiss Gabrielle silence. She sat back while
spreading her legs open wide, which only causeavdreior-bard's legs open wide.
"Just listen?" She looked up with a plea.

The small woman nodded knowing this would be a maoenent. Her held Xena's
sides in support.

"Thank you," whispered the older woman. Her handatvo her lover's lower
stomach. "Fast or slow?" she quietly asked asihgeifitips went between the folds.

"Slow." Gabrielle grinned a little.

Xena smiled while two fingers gently slipped intr tover. "I love you Gabrielle."
She looked up with a warm smile. "I'm sorry for fgaest days."



The small warrior opened her mouth to protest bygsed herself remembering her
agreement. She felt the two fingers begin to shdend out slowly. A moan left her
lips.

"I should have been more careful."

Gabrielle pushed her hands against her lover'sasthn®he just rasped, "Please don't
say... this." She closed her eyes. "It's over," shispered as the passion ripped
through her body.

A sad smile crossed the older woman's lips. Hehighd came under her lover's ass
to help her. "I need to. Please?"

The small warrior's hands shifted to press ondhlertwoman's strong thighs. Her
head dropped forward as her chest raised quickly.r®ticed her lover's skin go
white around her hands from pressing down so &laoivly she nodded to answer
from earlier.

"Thank you," ushered the warrior. Her fingers conéd to slowly go in and out of her
Soulmate's center. "Thank you for finding me." &@ned in to kiss Gabrielle gently.
"l was looking the wrong way." She pulled back frdme kiss to see she only stole
breath from her lover.

Gabrielle whimpered and dropped her body into breer’'s. She could feel the two
fingers slowly raising her higher and higher.

Xena felt droplets of sweat roll of her Soulmatd anto her own legs. She breathed
coarsely. "Gods, what would | do without you?"

The younger woman dug her face more into her lsvextk. She just faintly kissed
Xena's neck.

The warrior continued moving her two finger slowliypugh her Soulmate's sex. Her
left hand slowly began to move up and down Gal@'elback in a soothing motion.
"I'm so sorry," she whispered in her partner's ear.

The Amazon Queen lifted her head slowly and leanetd she could warmly kiss
Xena. When she pulled back she smiled briefly batsmile did so much because she
saw her lover's eyes now twinkling. Knowing herauoplishment, she leaned back
into Xena. Her hands went down to her warrior'ghito press down hard.

The older woman had a loving smile on her lips. &mrefully let a third finger glide
in with the other two.

Gabrielle sucked in a breath. "Xena," she whispered
"Faster?"

The warrior-bard shook her head. "Keep it... slowg sasped. She leaned back into
Xena's left arm.

The warrior leaned forward to suck on her lovedhtrbreast.

The young woman closed her eyes as she passioarstuotd in her body. "I'm...



gonna die," she ushered. She sensed her Soulteoatel'son her breast more gentle
then anything. Then those warm lips were coverggdther breast. Gabrielle lifted
her hands to run through her partner's dark hair.

After several moments, Xena finished teasing tleais and lifted her head back up.
She kissed Gabrielle lightly while entering a fouiihger.

"Xena." The small woman's voice was in a feared.ple

"l got you." The Warrior Princess's left arm werdund Gabrielle's waist to hold her.
"Just enjoy."

"l... am." Gabrielle wanted to chuckle but this wadiitely not the time for it. She
grasped her lover's shoulders tightly. She learedhdad forward.

Xena did the same and let her forehead press admnkver's forehead.

The warrior-bard watched her Soulmate's fingersgpunand out of her sex. She
growled a little and closed her eyes.

The older woman closed her eyes as well and spegistip. She tilted her head back
a little to kiss Gabrielle.

Gabrielle was just able to respond. She endedisisgf&st and gritted her teeth. She
could feel herself reaching the limits.

The warrior felt Gabrielle's hands grasp on heuders go incredibly strong.

The Amazon Queen threw her head back and archdablgrout. "Xenaaa,"
exploded from her mouth in a long scream.

The dark warrior then caught her partner fallint iner body. She waited for a
minute or two to let her lover revive. She felt narrior's chest rising rapidly with
her body beginning to cool. She lifted Gabriellecapefully and just made it to the
bed.

The young warrior realized she was in the middlthefbed. She noticed her
Soulmate's arms wrapping around her in protecliaking a deep breath, she made
the effort to wrap her arms and legs around Xena.

The warrior smiled and helped pull Gabrielle insd@against her body.
"I like that slow stuff," ushered Gabrielle.

Xena chuckled a little. She pressed her lips agamslover's forehead. "Good." Her
eyes drifted shut. "We'll try it again later."

"Mmm, | can't wait." The short warrior's eyes clds¥ love you so much Xen." Her
grasp on Xena's body went tighter.

"Ssssh." The Warrior Princess rocked their bodigsl@ "I know." She held tight to
her Soulmate. "l love you Gabrielle. Don't leave'me

"Trust me, | won't."



The tall woman smiled while still rocking their bed. "Go to sleep huh?"
"See you in our dreamscape."
"No, I'll see you there." Xena quietly laughed. Ve pokey."

"Whatever Warrior Princess." Gabrielle kissed loeel's neck. "I'll beat you this
time."

"Then go to sleep and show me."

Gabrielle snickered. "You're on." Her breathingreld dramatically as much as
Xena's did.

Part 6 (Conclusion)
Section 6
~*Part 14*~

She walked out onto the ledge and let her arms @wesr her bare stomach. Her green
eyes studied Alexandria in the eastern sunlighbri@e wore her Egyptian attire but
hadn't put her wig on yet.

Xena came up behind her partner and slipped hes around her lover's waist. Her
nude body pressed into Gabrielle.

The small warrior moaned softly and dropped hedheck. "What are the plans?”

The older woman rested her chin on her Soulmateslder. "To put Octavius in
power, leave Egypt in Roman hands, and go home."

Slowly the warrior-bard let a grin crease her lippdike that plan.”
"Me too," whispered the warrior. "By this time tomow we'll be heading home."

"I'm loving the plan.” Gabrielle chuckled as shielgdl her fingertips over her lover's
arm.

"It'll take us three to four days to make it baclGreece."

"That's fine with me," admitted the smaller wom@dti.have you there, that's all |
need."

The Warrior Princess kissed her Soulmate's nedkyv8 you," she whispered.

The younger woman turned in her friend's arms anlég Xena's head down for a
long warm kiss. At the end of the kiss, she pressedorehead against the warrior's.
"I love you," she uttered back. She closed her apeslet a grin twitch at her lips.
"And you better get into some clothes before..."

Xena's sly smile started to appear. "Before?" sheged on.

"Before | take you," rumbled the not so normallychaoice.



The darker warrior chuckled and kissed her paquérkly. She let go and strutted
across the room to collect her Egyptian outfittfer day.

Gabrielle clenched her hands. "Control Gabrielleontml." She watched the tall,
dark, perfectly tanned, and muscular warrior shiftugh the room. "Control... don't
ravage her... she's innocent... its not her fault Jexg."

Xena laughed after picking up her clothes. She canmmend to stand tall in front of
her Soulmate. "That's me." She winked. "Innocéater eyes darkened before she
turned around and went into the washroom.

"Control." The warrior-bard closed her eyes tigh8fe breathed deeply and opened
her eyes to stare at the entrance to the bathroimr-Hades with control.” She power
walked into the bathroom with darkening eyes.

~F ok Kk

Xena adjusted the wig on her head with the goldw/ifackering the light. She
walked out of the washroom and saw her Soulmag lgn their bed. A grin spread
across her lips as she sauntered over to her parside.

Gabrielle slowly opened her eyes to peer up ingstaf blue eyes. She smiled
contently. "Hey."

The warrior laughed quietly. "Satisfied now?" Shedown on the edge of the bed.
Her right hand came over the warrior-bard's stonzackhe leaned down to kiss
Gabrielle's stomach.

"For now," whispered the Amazon Queen. She combkeedimgers through her lover's
hair. She then pulled Xena's head to her own asgkliher Soulmate deeply.

The older woman lifted her head a smidge to letipsrjust touch Gabrielle's. "We
need to get back to business." Her voice was deep.

"Right," ushered the smaller woman. "What's thegPd

"l am going to take care of Antony and you takeeaarOctavius. We'll meet up and
let Brutus know we know his murder."

"Alright." Gabrielle smiled before pulling her love head back in for a long kiss.
After the kiss, she started a second.

The tall woman moaned when she felt small handspgnar sides and try to pull her
onto the bed more. She pulled back from the kiSabtielle," she growled.

The younger warrior chuckled and grinned. "Sorry."
Xena smiled warmly and sat up straight. "We cardheit.”

Gabrielle sighed dramatically and sat up. "Mayl@he ran her right hand through her
short hair and glanced around the room for her ®&ige spotted it but furrowed her
eyebrows as she looked for her sandals. "Whermgrgandals?"

"Where you left them earlier." Xena stood up andlenber way hastily to the door.

"Xena," yelled the smaller woman. "Do not leaveeh&ithout telling me where the



sandals are." She turned her head towards herepartn

The dark woman laughed and opened the door. "Taeuthe sofa." She winked and
left.

"Warriors," grumbled the small warrior. "What arsaying?" She laughed and went
over to the sofa to get her wig and sandals.

~k Lk ko
"And what about Octavius? | hear he is a good man."

Marc Anthony peered up from the map on the floble tmay be a good boy, but |
cannot let him live to be a good man."

The warrior sighed inwardly. Her right hand cameaapip Anthony's head up.
"Antony ... take my navy. No, | insist. This gestaiffeyours is very sweet, but | get
the point. | know that you love me. I've had repdiiat Brutus' fleet is approaching
the Nile. Draw him into battle there. At the apmiape time, | will reinforce you.
Brutus will be crushed."

Slowly, Anthony let a smile etch its way on hisslifRome is eternally grateful." He
stood up to leave the large room.

Xena watched the man disappear as she sighedte&8ad at the map again and
narrowed her eyes. As she studied the map, asrevme found its way in her
expression. She then felt her body go extremelynyarhich made her look up.

Gabirielle folded her arms and smiled to her Sowtraatoss the room.
The dark warrior stood up then came over to hegrloiHalf the plan is set."

The warrior-bard nodded. "Good." She shifted haghteo her right foot. "Now we
need Brutus."

"Yesss." The warrior raised an eyebrow. "And wHaDotavius?"

"He's idealistic. His heart's in the right placend.” The small woman dropped her
arms.

"Sounds perfect.” The tall woman bent down to kissfriend tenderly. When she
pulled back she whispered, "Let's take care of Bt

The Amazon Queen nodded in agreement and headed thwat room with Xena
beside her.

"Queen Cleopatra."
Xena felt a grin curl her lips. "Approach, Roman."

Gabrielle watched Brutus step up to the throne.a¥egrin reflect her lips as she
watched her Soulmate lean forward and say, "Boo!"

"Xena?" Brutus narrowed his eyes instantly.



"That's right, I've been playing the part of Cletnpa.. because you killed her.”
The small warrior raised an eyebrow as she stalesat $0 hear Brutus's response.

"You have to understand. | needed that navy and khat | could never compete
with Antony for the affections of a beautiful womanhought if she were gone, |
would have a chance to negotiate with her admirals.

Now the warrior-bard retorted to that snidely. "Tegour justification for murder?"

The Roman Commander lifted his eyes to the Amazoee@ standing stoically
beside Xena. "When | killed Caesar, | crossed thiei¢édn of blood." His eyes shifted
back to Xena. "Why have you called me here?"

"It seems we have a common enemy." The WarriorcBsgs leaned forward in her seat
to lock eyes with the small man. "Marc Antony."

"You see what a dangerous man he is."

The warrior inwardly chuckled. "Oh, yes, | do. Hieet is moving toward the mouth
of the Nile. You meet him there and I'll reinfordegether, we'll chop him into little
pieces."

"Why should I trust you?" Brutus shook his headisagreement.

"I'll go with you." Gabrielle folded her arms agsirner chest as she gave a smug
look.

"l can't ask for a better guarantee that that. Won't regret this."

Xena laughed faintly and sat back in her seat.dh'twegret this." She watched
Brutus study her then walk off.

Gabrielle turned her head to her Soulmate. "Thg#driaeen set. Perhaps you won't
have to..."

"Kill Antony," finished the warrior. Xena narrowdgkr eyes with her hands folding
her lap. "l can't wait to kill him," she whisperddrkly.

The small warrior couldn't hold back the tiny giiom tweaking her lips. She did
suggest Xena's dark side coming back... didn't she?

~F ok Kk

"Perhaps when we have dealt with Brutus, a jouamethe scented waters of the Nile
... on a golden barge with oars of silver which \kéep stroke to the tune of flutes
and make the waters which they beat to follow fassethough amorous of each
stroke."

The Warrior Princess closed her eyes to hold baclahger. Slowly her eyes opened
again.Only with my Soulmate, AntoriAntony, we're about to go into a major sea
battle."

Marc Anthony turned his head to Xena as his bodyysd with the ship's rocking.
"With Egypt's navy, we cannot lose."
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"Once we engage Antony, you'll give Xena the sighal
"Yes." Gabrielle smirked inside of hersdffonly he knew... prices to pay.
"Then we'll see who will become Rome."

The warrior-bard turned her head to the man. "Y@b®come an ambitious man,
Brutus."

The Roman Commander narrowed his eyes a littleeastnall woman. "People
change, Gabrielle. | remember when you spoke dnBeace ... and now you're a
warrior."

Xena's Soulmate clenched her hands. "And you'rarderer,” she whispered angrily.
"I killed Cleopatra for the good of Rome."

"How many people have to die for the good of RonasKed the Amazon Queen with
a harsh tone.

~F kK

Octavius looked across the Nile as his eyes witldrere!" He pointed to the signal.
"Time to order the Egyptian fleet against both Awytand Brutus." He ordered the
Egyptian men to, "Prepare for battle!"

~k Lk ko
"The Egyptians are attacking our fleet!" yelled ®isis soldier.
"What?!" Brutus turned to Gabrielle. "You knew?"

The small warrior backed up while kneeling.

~k Lk ko
"Cleopatra's navy is attacking both Roman fleaisfthe rear!"

"Both Roman fleets?!" Marc Anthony turned toward=n¥ and saw her stepping
back. "Xena!" He drew his sword instantly. "You wiy trust ... my love ... and then
you betray everything."

Xena's eyes darkened as she drew her sword. "AntbMou're asking for your
death,she continued mentally.

"l did..." The Roman stabbed forward with his swadrd.love you!"

~F kK

Gabrielle ducked and spun her sais forward. "ComBroitus, an eye for an eye." She
grinned and went on attack against her enemy.

Brutus growled and spun his sword to stop the wesrattack. He soon made quick
use of his strength and anger.

~F kK

"You should have saved yourself,” whispered theri@aPrincess as she rammed her
sword through Marc Anthony's heart.



Marc Anthony dropped his sword and leaned intonheior's sword. His eyes closed
at knowing he was defeated by the person he IdVémbt you," he ushered back.

"You never had me," answer Xena. She jerked thedsward and felt the warm blood
creeping into her hands. "You played with fire."eSjulled her sword out and
watched the man fall to his knees. Her navy bles dlyckered across to her
Soulmate. She spotted her lover on her back withiuBrover top of her. "I don't think
s0." She took running steps to go after her partner

Gabrielle narrowed her eyes at the man above Bauttis, don't." She had felt herself
go warm and saw her Soulmate out of the corneeoélie coming towards her.

"This is your price for betrayal, Gabrielle." ThermRan raised his sword up.

The warrior-bard gritted her teeth, spun her saianod sat up rapidly. Her sai went
plunging into Brutus's stomach simultaneously asaX¥esword. She jerked her sai
hard and said, "Your price for murder, Brutus."

Brutus closed his eyes, dropped his sword, andcaaisecting to the wood planks.

Gabrielle sighed in relief as she watched Brutosty slip free of her sai and her
Soulmate's sword. She rapidly turned to Xena bdstde"'Xena?"

"Got you." The warrior dropped her sword and pulied partner in.

The Amazon Queen held tight as the darkness fran aside of her began to fade
out. She was shaking.

~*Part 15*~

"Xena ... Rome owes you a debt of gratitude." Octagimiled to the Warrior
Princess.

"Rome owes me nothing. Octavius, you'll soon benhe leader. It is you who must
support and recognize this new alliance. It cosb@atra her life. Make sure it was
worth it."

Octavius nodded as he watched Xena and Gabrielledeavn the pier towards a
Greek merchant ship. Why couldn't he shake thdinfief 'it wasn't suppose to
happen like this?' But he couldn't explain that,da could only stand there and
watch the Soulmates of Time board the Greek ship.

The Soulmates quickly went on the ship and weraweDown there, they rid
themselves of their articles. They did want totbeelast seconds of Egypt that they
could on deck.

Before Gabrielle climbed the steps to go above deo& stopped. "Xena?" She
grasped her Soulmate's hand.

The warrior shook her head. She knew what her laxagrted to ask and responded to
that. "Cleopatra always put the well-being of hiegklom ahead of her own. Respect
this. She died in the hopes that the Egyptian meopght for the first time choose
their next great leader. She was Egypt."



"I know," whispered the small warrior. "But you kmd think it's wasteful... her
death."

"l agree." The warrior bent forward to kiss herdos cheek. "But | think it was
unavoidable.” She lifted her head a little.

Gabrielle sighed sadly and climbed the steps. @bw/ker Soulmate was right.

Xena licked her lips. She knew that was the ansandrthe worst one but it was fate.
She ascended the ladder behind her partner.

Once on the deck, they found Torrid standing tathwis hand behind his back,
waiting.

"Ra," whispered the warrior-bard. She crossed thtance and pulled the minister in
for a hug.

The warrior smiled faintly as she stood near thexmaast.
"Safe travels, Gabrielle." Torrid released hisrfde"l'll miss you."

"And I'll miss you, Ra." The Amazon Queen squedhedEgyptian's shoulder.
"Thank you for all your help."

"Quite welcome." He smiled then lifted his eyesena.

The Warrior Princess smiled warmly and strolledathe man. She pulled him in for
a hug. As she pulled away, she whispered, "Thaokigohelping Gabrielle.”

Torrid nodded and gave a wink. He took a step bawatards the gangplank. "Egypt is
in your debt once more." He bowed his head. "Askesfand Nile, and she will
deliver."

"We need nothing, Ra." Gabrielle folded her arndsist Egypt's prosperity."

"And this will come true due to both your handstieTminister lifted his heads. "I'll
see you in the future, ladies." He walked oveh®dangplank. "Take care.”

"You too." Gabrielle smiled warmly and waved.

Torrid nodded briskly before disappearing off tloat
~*Part 16*~

Gabrielle moaned and closed her eyes tightly.

Xena tightened her arms around her partner. "Hautlgare."

"I'm good," whispered the short warrior. She openedeyes to stare at the wood
planks. Her left arm hung out from the bed.

The Soulmates slept together in a bunk in a caltim ether sailors. It was
surprisingly a large cabin to begin with. But h#rey laid as they stuck it out in a
small storm. They'd been at sail for three days and/Greece was in their horizon.



"Hey, come here." The watrrior turned her partner.

The Amazon Queen snuggled into her lover's warnybiddr head tucked under
Xena's chin and she wrapped her legs around tlee widman's legs. "Thanks," she
whispered.

"No problem."” Xena's eyes closed gradually. "Tlerstis almost over."”

"How you figure?"

The taller woman chuckled to only shake GabriéBecause the rocking is lighter."
"Right," whispered the younger woman. "Just tesyiog."

"Glad | passed.” The warrior kissed her lover'slaad.

"Me too," teased the small woman. She lifted hexdne little and kissed her lover.
The warrior deepened the kiss and placed her higihtl behind Gabrielle's head.

A hatch slammed.

The Soulmates separated instantly with a gigglyri@té.

The small warrior rolled to her other side so @Ked like nothing.

The sailor walked along the wood planks with telegs against the rolling. He
peered up to the bunk with the two women. "How geumates?" He walked spread
his legs while swaying with the boat.

"Fine," smiled the warrior-bard. "How's it going ap deck?"

The sailor rolled his eyes. "Bloomin ridiculous tinere." His lips creased into a grin.
"Loven every second of it."

Gabrielle chuckled. "Good, we'll come up there whisn.. drier."

"I don't blame ye." He chuckled and started walkititxcuse... gotta use the loom."
"Not needed information," whispered the small woman

Xena chuckled and dug her head a little more ietddwver's neck.

"We're always getting caught like a couple of Kidgumbled the small warrior.
Again, the older woman chuckled. "Maybe ‘causeene'couple of love sick kids."
"I know that," jibed the Amazon Queen. "We alwagyd been."

"Keeps getting worse too," added the warrior.

Gabrielle laughed then patted her lover's thigho."Nkeeps getting better too... you
mean."

"Yeah... just testing you."



The small woman snickered and mocked her partriéxr; Welad | passed.”
"You're relentless."”

"l had to get it from somewhere." Gabrielle hedrel door to the head open and saw
the sailor walking by again.

"Wasn't from me," ushered the warrior.

"Cha'right." The small woman said loudly. She sohé&eepishly to the sailor when
he turned around.

"Beg me pardon, mates but..." The sailor stumblduigaight from the strong rock.
"But... why didn't ye two get separate bunks?"

The short warrior opened her mouth, getting readgs$pond but was cut off.
"We like sleeping together,"” deadpanned the warrior
Gabrielle shut her eyes and mouth. She groaneddtyva

The sailor smiled shyly. "Right... was jus' wonderenll.be on me way." He turned
and scrambled up the ladder to go above deck.

"Oooh gods!" Gabrielle turned to face her parthnd I'm relentless?"

The warrior shrugged. "Was just telling the manttoéh.”

"Uh huh."” The small warrior poked her lover's ch&gbu're nothing but trouble.”
"Mmm, with a capitol 'T' too."

The Amazon Queen snickered while brushing her figeover her warrior's lips.
"More like all capitol letters."

The boat rolled hard to the left.

"Oh Hades!" The small warrior-bard clung to herdoas she felt herself getting ready
to fall out of the high bunk bed.

Xena pressed her boots hard against the wall thHeiself in place. She pulled her
Soulmate in tightly. "Hang on."

"Agreed." Gabrielle closed her eyes as the bo#deddback to normal. She let her
breath out slowly. "What a way to ruin a moment."

"Uh huh." Xena lifted her head a little and reacferch blanket. She pulled it over
their bodies. "Getting a little cold."”

"Yeah," replied the small woman. She pressed hdy bgainst the older woman's
tightly. Her fingers curled around the blanket las gigged it over their bodies. "Hey,
snug as a bug in a rug."

"You're a poet and you didn't even know it."

"Oh that's so rich, warrior."



Xena chuckled and closed her eyes. "Wasn't tryrget"”

"Sure." Gabrielle sighed and snuggled in with h@seclosing now. "I can't believe...
what happenebtack ther¢' she stressed.

"l know," whispered the dark woman. "It's over."
"Thank the gods."
"Thank love, you mean."

The Queen nodded and nuzzled her lover's neck., 'ydeyhave to admit we did well.
We beat Egypt's power. How many people do you thetkto say that?"

"Only us."

"Exactly," added Gabrielle. She went silent for ament but ushered, "l was scared
of the darkness at the end."

"I know." Xena fell quiet as she started thinkifig.the darkness what you really want
from me?"

"l want you." The younger warrior lifted her headtwpowerful green eyes. "That
includes the darkness."

"Gabrielle-"
"Xena-"
"Gabrielle-"
"Hold on, Xena-"
"No, Gabrielle-"

The small warrior moved her hand over her lovedsitin to stop her. "Don't, damn
it." She narrowed her eyes. "l was scared." Sh@veohher hand. "But | didn't say |
didn't like it."

Xena stared into her lover's eyes as she let fegrdfs fingertips warm her lips. "Why
were you scared?" she whispered in concern. She Hreereason why but had to hear
her partner say it.

"Because | enjoyed it... because | felt it too angyed it."

"That's the risk we run, Gabrielle." The warrionsk her head as she became
worried. "That's the risk... you getting the darknessthrough our bond. | don't like
that... | do not want you to fall into something litteat."

"Wait." The short woman paused and relaxed. "Okaye. share emotions... share
everything." Gabrielle rested her hand on her Isv@roulder. "So... that means better
control."

"That also means things are more intense."

"Maybe so but..." The small woman held her hand Bpt ive have the same



emotions at the same time... its shared. Ssso, theelss is split between us. Then
that means the darkness is only half as strongpar!'y

"But it's got you too."
"l can deal."
"No deal." The warrior narrowed her eyes. "You thahdle it like | have over time."

"Xena...." Gabrielle narrowed her eyes now. "Yourae.. | can handle it fine." She
shook her head while raising an eyebrow. "And ityet between us? It has and never
will disappear. That's shared between us as wdlitanbalancing the darkness. It
works perfectly."

"No," growled the watrrior.

The small woman leaned in so that their noses tlictyes," she growled back.
"Don't be stubborn.”

"Mule," growled the older woman.
"Ass," growled back the short warrior.
Xena dropped her jaw. "I'm offended.”

"Ha!" Gabrielle poked her partner's chest. "So drsthe narrowed her eyes.
"Darkness."

"No," responded the hard voice.
"Yes."

"l don't think so."

"I think so."

"That's only you than."

"Pffft." Gabrielle rolled her eyes. "l know you &grwith me." She pressed her nose
harder against Xena's. "You couldn't hold that dasls back if you wanted to."

The warrior's eyes narrowed. "This isn't funny."

"Who's laughing?"

"You're trying to trick me into this."

Gabrielle shrugged. "I'm just pointing out the fagoti're scared.”
"That's the last thing | am." The tall woman's esfeited into darkness.

"Oh, there it is." The small woman breathed de€j@pme on Xena, you know you
wanted the darkness free."

"Gabrielle," whispered the stoic voice.

"Oooh, look at those baby blues twinkle." Gabrietieved to kiss her partner



tenderly.

Xena ended the kiss quickly and ducked her headrumet lover's. She breathed
heavily. Her eyes closed tightly in control.

The small woman pressed her lips against Xenahéad. "I'm sorry but...
protection, Xena."

"What could this darkness protect?" The warridetither head with eyes that wanted
to understand.

"Us." Gabrielle brushed her Soulmate's hair back s&d smile formed. "We can't
lose what we have between us." She kissed XenagkchWe can't lose the love."
She kissed Xena's forehead. "We can't lose the.b8h& kissed Xena's nose. "We
can't lose our soul." She kissed Xena's lips.

The warrior collected her lover's hands as the tstaieding did come clearer. She
smiled partially when the kiss finished. "As lorgvae have control over the
darkness, then it could be helpful.”

"And we do with everything, together." The Amazone@n had a reassuring smile.
"Everything is yours, mine, and ours." Her eyesaed. "If anybody... or anything
tampers with our love and soul then the darkneisame to snub it or them out."
She shook her head and held tightly to Xena's hditstime to make use of that
darkness and its time we protect us."

"What perfect way for my darkness to pay back Ihthan to protect our love." Xena
chuckled a little. "How ironic."

"Only in the stories." Gabrielle grinned and wink&then it's agreed?"

"Agreed... the darkness to protect our love." Theriwaraised an eyebrow. "But
there will always be a price-"

"That I'll be willing to pay for if it means we wabff together in the end."

Xena nodded with serious eyes. She couldn't sayigagymore only promise in her
kiss that followed.

~*Part 17*~

Gabrielle tilted her head back as she tugged loakatlose against her body. She
stared up the main mast. "What's that?" She painted

Blue eyes gazed up the mast. "It's a crow's n&sha glanced at her lover beside her.

"Interesting." The small warrior looked across tlcean and saw Greece in the
horizon. "l can just smell your mother's cookingnfr here."

The taller woman chuckled and folded her arms socshild keep her cloak close
against her body. She gazed over the bow towardseddr She saw how smooth
everything had became after the tiny storm. Howeabere was still a good breeze to
catch the sails, which sent them homeward.

The Amazon Queen gazed upward at the crow's ngistam the main mast. "l bet



there's a nice view from up there."

"Uh huh." The warrior corked an eyebrow at knowinay partner was formulating a
plan. "Nice view from on deck too."

"That too." Gabrielle smirked up towards her Soubné et's get a better view." She
strolled over to the ladder for the crow's nest.

"Gabrielle," warned the warrior. She came up belhiedpartner. "Heights and you
don't mix."

The young warrior grabbed the ladder and went ligiea "I know but you're coming.
So us and heights mix." She looked down at herieratiSee you up there." She
started climbing again.

The dark woman sighed but grinned. "Right behingd,¥yshe whispered. She started
climbing up the ladder.

The Amazon Queen popped through the small opemdgame into the crow's nest.
She peered down the open hatch. "Come on, pokey."

Xena looked up and rolled her eyes. "Be patiert wie elderly will ya."

The short warrior laughed and kneeled down. She: ined hand through the open
hatch.

The Warrior Princess came up a little more and teakiover's hand. She felt herself
actually being hauled into the crow's nest. Shetledrthrough the opening and landed
on the planks of the crow's nest. She shook het &ed raised an eyebrow at
Gabrielle. "Have you been working out?"

Gabrielle started to laugh hard and leaned backstghhe mast that went through the
center of the crow's nest.

"Did | say something funny?" whispered the warrior.

The warrior-bard smiled as she stopped laughing.@ished herself off the mast and
slammed the hatch down with her foot. "You sayiogsthing funny?" She came up
to her partner. "Always." Her body was pressing ikena's.

"Glad somebody thinks | have a sense of humor."axarcircled Gabrielle's waist
with her arms. She pulled her partner in.

"They just don't understand you like | do." Gabeajrinned while slipping her hands
through her lover's coat.

Xena lowered her head when a cat grin took her 1#ssd what you understanding
about me now?"

"That you're loving this incredible view."
"Mmm, true..."

Gabrielle trailed her fingertips to her lover'sgiis. "But... there's more."



"Yesss." The tall woman lowered her lips closeGabrielle's.

"l understand there's some kind of need going ©he' Amazon Queen placed her
hands between Xena's legs. She gave a certain amihma

"You're getting real close." The warrior kissed loser gently and spread her legs
out.

"Mmm, I'm getting hot," whispered the warrior-bakter right hand crept up the
muscular thigh past the leather skirt.

"Me too," ushered the Warrior Princess. Her bodgightened up without warning.
She dropped her head back, placed her hands tailing of the crow's nest, and
sprawled her arms out. Her knuckles went white phesleaned against the railing.

The Amazon Queen let her lips creep along intara grthink | found the
understanding." Her right hand was slowly pumpm@md out from Xena's cloak.

"Definitellyyy."” Xena closed her eyes tightly.
"Lean into me, Xen." Gabrielle wrapped her left aaraund her Soulmate's waist.

The warrior was more then happy to do just thae I8hgo of the railing and leaned
against her lover. Her head dropped down onto @Béss. She sucked in a breath and
gritted her teeth.

"This looks better." The small warrior's right hamds still moving and picking up
speed. "Now it looks like we're just trying to keeprm."

The dark woman wanted to laugh but she could omsm"| think we...
accomplished... that," she rasped. She felt a stitmougt given to her body and the
passion washed over her.

Gabrielle closed her eyes and nuzzled her Soulsnagek. "l love you, Xena."

The warrior whimpered faintly and held tighter &r Ipartner. She felt the speed
increase.

"It is a nice view from up here," she chuckled.

Xena grinned for a brief second. "I'll... look... later

"A little busy?" teased the small woman. She toadleep breath.
"I think... the bottth of us... are."

"True." The Queen pressed her lips against her'bwneck and lifted her head. "Hold
on tight."

The warrior knew that meaning. She clenched héin téghtened her arms around her
partner, and let the feelings take control. ShaéetSoulmate take control.

And within a few seconds, Gabrielle had completetid of her Soulmate. Gabrielle,
however, gave the control back in a kiss to heriSate.



It all left the warrior breathing heavily and haidionto the warrior-bard, in hopes not
fall to her knees. These were some of her mostitavieelings.

"Yup..." Gabrielle bobbed her head. "The warriorsragstling in the crow's nest."

Xena groaned dramatically.

"No, I'm serious."

The tall woman shrugged and lifted her eyes tdhthrezon. "Prove it." She shook her
head. "l see no proof that the known-world coulddend.” She grinned at another
one of Gabrielle's ideals.

"Common sense tells you the earth is not flat.. sit'gid."

Xena chuckled. "And people today would pronounag ipsane for saying the earth is
round."”

Gabrielle rolled her eyes. "Then people are stligioe grumbled.
The warrior smirked and lowered her chin on tope@f partner's head. "Maybe."
The Soulmates still stood in the crow's nest tageitineach other's arms.

"No... people are just... uneducated." Gabrielle bregih relaxation. "But the world
is round."

"Prove it," urged the warrior. She knew her partuas right but wanted to hear this
ramping and raving.

The warrior-bard made a smug look. "First, everybsals there is a huge waterfall at
the edge of the world. Where in Hades do we gehalwater to replenish the
oceans? That's a lot of water going over a watdHfat size."

"We get water from the gods."

The Amazon Queen chuckled. "Right... come on, Xerma Melieve in the gods as
much as | do." She drummed her fingertips on thhimga"Okay, the sun."”

"What about it?"

"How it sets." Gabrielle tilted her head as sheligiti the horizon and the sun's
reflection on the water. "If the known-world waatfthen the sun wouldn't move
across the sky like it does." She grinned. "Theawhes across the sky instead of
going straight across."

"S0?" shrugged the watrrior.

The small woman didn't reply instantly as she stddhe horizon. "That's it... the
horizon." She pointed at the small strip of lanat tivas Greece. "If the world wasn't
round we'd be able to see farther. But since thdédwe round there's a horizon and
we can only see for a certain amount.” She pegued ber partner. "And the stars,
they're around us not just above us. " Gabrielteeat an eyebrow. "You know I'm
right.”



Xena laughed quietly and kissed her lover's tenipleu are.” She looked up at the
horizon. "We just better not tell anybody."

The Queen chuckled and nodded. "True... we'd prolgdilfyhung for it."

"Probably," agreed the warrior with a grin. Shehsig) contently then tightened her
arms around her Soulmate's waist. "It'll be nicede Amphipolis again."”

"Yes it will be." Gabrielle dropped her head agalmer best friend's shoulder. "I
wonder how many Amazons will be at the port... watiar us."

"l don't wanna think about that."

The small woman chuckled and smiled. "Just our eghsl’
"Yours... not mine."

"What's mine is yours," teased the warrior-bard.

"Hades," replied the older woman with a chucklgust want you."

"You got me." Gabrielle took a deep breath. "Bstill want a new outfit when we get
home," she whispered.

"Gabrielle," growled the watrrior.

The small warrior slung the pack over her backwatked down the gangplank.
Xena followed behind with a grin.

As soon as their boots connected with the docly, tleard a yell.

"Queen Gabrielle!"

"Oh no," whispered the Amazon Queen. "Hide me, Xen.

The Warrior Princess chuckled and brought her ammoss her lover's shoulder.
"Come on, my Queen. Be brave." She walked dowmltio.

Gabrielle sighed and peered up to Xena. "A litte@ourage.”

The older woman winked down at her smaller wari&bre lifted her head up to see
two Amazons come sprinting down the dock towareésth'Here we go," she
whispered.

"Gabrielle and Xena!"
The Queen was slammed with a hard hug.
The Consort was rammed with a powerful hug.

Peeling off the two Amazons is exactly what the|Bates were doing in a few
seconds.

The small warrior sighed in relief. "Hi, Joan," glasped then chuckled.



The redhead Amazon smiled warmly and released heeq "It's guid to see you,
lass."

Teresa patted Xena's back hard and stepped bacl.|b6k tanner."

Xena rolled her eyes. "Thanks."

The Queen smiled to her two Amazons. "Figured saaiglvould be here."

"A lot of somebodys, lass.” Joan folded her armibete’'s a whole lot of us."”

"Oh no." Gabrielle glanced between her Amazons d#peration. "How many?"

The third in command started counting with her érgg "One... two... three, four
five... six of us."

The small warrior dropped her jaw. "I do not needwiole Nation here."
"Awe lass, we're not all here." Joan grinned antcheu hands on her hips.
"Where are the rest?" questioned the warrior.

Teresa glanced back down the dock. "They're cothBige gazed back to Gabrielle.
"Three of them are new."

"Gabrielle!"

The Queen was pulled out of the conversation atrigeéghe familiar voice. She
peered between the two Amazons to see her redamtsi8iled so warmly. "Ephiny!"
She chuckled. "Excuse me." She broke off runnimgatds her friend.

Xena smiled and crossed her arms. She watchedkém&te engulf the regent with a
large hug. She chuckled and walked down the dotk mer two friends.

"Xena?"
The Warrior Princess corked an eyebrow at the teg€phiny?"
"Stop being stubborn,” Ephiny joked.

Xena laughed at her friend. "Like | haven't heduat before." She stepped forward to
hug her friend tightly.

"It's ssso good to have you both home." The regelt¢d back with her smile. "How
was the trip?"

"It was... interesting." Gabrielle grinned and movedstand beside her Soulmate.
Ephiny put her hands on her hips. "Did what happdrappen?"
"Yes," whispered the Queen. "Later."

The regent nodded in agreement. She brightenetighave three new Amazons in
the central Nation."

"Really?"



"Yup, brought them along for the ride." Ephiny tednin time to see these three new
Amazons.

The three Amazons strolled up with warm smiles stodd beside their regent.

Ephiny held her hand out to the farthest away. tThaesia, from the northern

tribe." Her eyes went to the middle Amazon withtydlslond hair and looked older.
"And this is Renotta from the western tribe." Shiarged to the last Amazon closes to
her. "And beside me is Karena." She turned her baal to her Queen. "Karena is
from the southeastern tribe."

Gabrielle smiled warmly to each of the new Amazohiser Central tribe. "Nice to
meet you three."

The three new Amazons smiled right back.
"We heard about your challenge a month or so back."”

The Amazon Queen focused her attention on Kar&eers like awhile ago." She
chuckled.

Lesia grinned. "You're famous." She put her hamdber hips and tilted her head. "l
wish | could have seen the challenge against yduMairead."

"It was something to be had," whispered Renotta.
"l take it you were there?" Gabrielle raised anbeges at the older Amazon.

Renotta laughed slightly and nodded. "l was, swe#&tou did a beautiful job of
handling Mairead."

The warrior-bard crinkled her nose with a smilehdmks." She turned her head to
Ephiny. "Who's in charge in the village?"

"Reece."
Gabrielle's eyes widen. "And she's... trained endaghlin the show?"

The regent nodded and grinned. "It'll be good forakice, Gabrielle." She laughed
quietly. "Don't worry, Solari and Ep are there tateh over things."

"Good." The Queen nodded in approval. "And howtHidgs go with Masika
earlier?"

"The village was in one piece and the Amazons wheaking in their leathers."
The small warrior laughed.

"Figures,"” mumbled Xena.

Ephiny peered up to the dark woman. "You two stiit getting along?"

"Masika and I?" The warrior shook her head. "Neit&r a platonic agreement
between us."

The regent laughed then shook her head. "RightSime"sighed contently and smiled



to her Queen. "Ready to head to Amphipolis?"

"More then you can imagine." Gabrielle held herchant towards the end of the
dock.

Ephiny nodded, stepped aside, held her hands mdify@ved her head. "My Queen."

The Queen just rolled her eyes and strolled offiwwgr Soulmate. "Thank you, my
regent." She turned back and smirked to Ephinyd'please walk behind me like any
other regent.”

The regent laughed and straightened up. "That&gtehing I'll do." She power
walked along the dock with Gabrielle's Amazons ding up the rear. "I'm not like
any other regent."

"How true." Gabrielle smiled to her friend walkibgside her.

Joan came up beside Ephiny and glanced over ta€Habl'So lass, any guid capers
to share?"

The warrior-bard chuckled as her head bobbed. &Ageod one, Joan."
"l can't wait to hear this caper."
Ephiny turned her head to the third in command.,'W@ere'd you stable the horses?"

Teresa looked ahead from Ephiny and pointed tét afi¢he port. "Over there." She
shrugged and dropped her hand. "Didn't cost anythin

"Probably because they know we're Amazons," cuesia.
"Amazon explains a lot of things," said Renottalas elbowed Lesia in the side.
Lesia snickered evilly.

"I'm missing something guid here," whispered J8bknow I'm new but for
Teufates's sake."

Karena chuckled and patted Joan on the backfditArtemis's sake... you're an
Amazon and not a Celtic warrior anymore."

"Under my reign she's still a Celtic warrior." Gedle shot a smug look to Karena. "I
do like versatility in my Nation." She was stilligning but seriousness was in her
eyes.

Karena chuckled and bowed her head. "Yes of coonrg&)ueen.” She gazed back up
with a grin. "Then | can call all my friends... mates

The Queen laughed and gazed forward. She saw themmg to the end of the dock.
She peered up to her lover. "I'm glad we're baslke' uttered.

"Me too," whispered back the warrior. She bent doediss her Soulmate's cheek.
"Soon we'll be home."

The smaller woman nodded in agreement and shedswmitk her rare smile.



~Fk Kk

"So things are going well with Amarice?" Gabridjgread her legs a little and
propped her elbows on her knees. She turned hdrtbdzphiny.

"Yes." The regent sat back against the rock. "lary\happy with her results so far.”
She looked away from the fire. "She's learned ,a@3abrielle."”

The Queen smiled and glanced across the camp ohatlke"Good suggestion.”

Xena smiled to her partner. "l had help." She with&ad went back to stoking the
fire.

It was fairly late at night. The group had dinrererybody was asleep but Ephiny and
the Soulmates.

The warrior-bard smiled however went serious whHenleoked back to her Amazon.
"How are the other Amazons responding to her?"

"Very well too." Ephiny folded her hands in her l48he's shaping to be a very good
Princess." She chuckled a little. "She's matureal few days."

"She stopped jumping beds?" the warrior joked asngdiked across the camp.
The regent grinned to the Warrior Princess. "Iklshe learned her lesson."

"Good," responded the warrior evenly. She walkeer @nd sat on the ground in front
of her Soulmate.

Gabrielle moved her left hand then ran her fingggsthrough her lover's midnight
hair. "How about Teresa?"

"Solari has her well trained." Ephiny nodded hexdh& the new third in command
sleeping beside Renotta. "She's perfect for the jaer eyes averted back at
Gabrielle.

"Good to hear." Gabrielle sighed with a contendedes She lowered her eyes to
Xena and she thought for a moment. "Mmm." She thiivex head towards the regent.
"This winter."

Ephiny raised an eyebrow in question.
"This winter... Xena will be Queen for a week or tivo.
The fire crackled in the silence.

The regent opened her mouth to reply but she sdldng. She closed her mouth and
thought. She opened her mouth again but nothingc&me chuckled and shook her
head. "Just... why?"

"It'll be good for both the Amazons and Xena." Galker went serious and spoke
lowly. "Because I'm worried something may happem#in the future and Xena
might need to run the show." She saw Ephiny almptatest but she held up a hand.
"I know Ephiny... you're the regent." She lowered h@nd. "But Xena is my consort
and the chosen... she should be next in line toharNation."



The regent sighed deeply and flickered her eyestouwhe silent Warrior Princess.
"Xena?"

The warrior corked an eyebrow. "I couldn't fight legher, Eph.”

The Amazon laughed deeply. "What the Queen wantge.Queen gets." She grinned
at the Queen.

Gabrielle shot a smug look back. "Naturally." Shaakled and gazed at her partner.
"Tired?"

The older woman dropped her head back. "Yup."
"Get some sleep you two." Ephiny stood up. "I thirkll."
"We will." The small warrior smiled. "Sleep wellpB."

"I will, you too." The Amazon smiled before glangiaway. She went to the other
side of the camp and settled down beside Lesia.

"That... went well," confessed the younger woman.

The dark female chuckled and dropped her head stgaatbrielle's leg. "Seemed
too."

"You know..." Gabrielle shook her head. "I'm stilckong like last time."
Xena patted her companion's leg. "You'll feel betttenorrow."

"True." The short woman sat up straight so shedcstietch her back out. "I am
exhausted."”

"We're gonna need a vacation from our vacation."

The Queen chuckled and leaned forward once more.dM... work when we were
in Egypt."

The warrior nodded before reclining back. "We s$tdve a month before we go to the
Amazons." She lowered her head back into her lpve€asts.

"Yeah, thank the gods." She encircled her armsmata{ena’s chest. "Plenty of time
to fatten up and sleep."

"I don't think so." The warrior narrowed her ey&&e're going to be exercising."
Gabrielle pouted. "No fun."

"Let me put it this way..." The dark warrior startedgrin. "Do you want your
Warrior Princess to get her butt kicked by mergy#hafter our vacation?"

"On second thought..." The younger woman chuckledoti't feel like getting my
own kicked."

"Gee thanks," snapped the warrior.

The small woman dropped her forward into her Ievie€ad. She muffled her giggles.



The warrior let a smile twitch at the corner of hps. "We're exercising," she
declared.

"Alright..." Gabrielle lifted her head. "I don't thinl could be that lazy anyway."
Xena formed her expression into disgust. "Nastirfge
"Uh..." The warrior-bard bit back her yawn. "Huh."

"It's way past our bedtime." The warrior stood ap @eered into unfocused green
eyes. "The seas got to you, huh?"

The small woman nodded. "Yeah." She ran her findemigh her hair. "I'm pretty
exhausted." She lifted her eyes high up to XenaatBides keep me tense."

"I know." The Warrior Princess stepped forwardnled down, and scooped her
partner up into her arms.

Gabrielle nuzzled her lover's neck. "Be quiet, m'tdavant my Amazons knowing you
carry me."

The tall woman chuckled. "TI'll tiptoe."
"You can't..." The small woman dropped her head agdiar Soulmate's shoulder.

The Warrior Princess maneuvered silently throughcmp. "Why not?" she
whispered.

"It's not in the warrior's religion."
Xena stopped beside the fire. "And carrying youn ighe warrior's religion?"

"Sure." The Queen smirked. "Its fine if warriorsrgaeach other... we just can't tell
anybody."

The dark woman just grinned as she knelt down teeatbedroll. She placed
Gabrielle in it then reached down and removed dwgrls sais. Standing up, she
removed her own weapons and placed them all togabiere the head of the bedroll.
"Scoot over," teased the warrior as she lay down.

"Excuse me, Miss 'l wear my armor to bed,™ remdrtke warrior-bard.
"Hey you never know... an army might attack.”

The younger watrrior rolled her eyes and rolled im0 Soulmate's arms. "Always
prepared huh?"

"When around you... yes."
"Now now... we established the fact that we bothdprmthe trouble... together.”

Xena chuckled and smiled. "True." She kissed hempamion's forehead. "Get some
sleep... enough of the sarcastic jokes."

Gabrielle chuckled but sighed. She lifted her hébldve you," she uttered.



"l love you too." The warrior kissed her Soulmat@mly. When she pulled back she
studied the warm emerald eyes. She opened her nwafgeak but didn't say
anything at first, she still composed her wordsati@elle... thank you for..." She
didn't know how to phrase it right.

"I know... | know." Gabrielle caressed her lover'sek. "You'd do the exact same if
part of me strayed." She smiled warmly. "We madkatigh... right?"

"Yeah," whispered the warrior. She knew that waghak mattered. She studied her
Soulmate's eyes and saw all the answer for evagyshe'd ever have questions
about.

Slowly, Gabrielle let a smile crease her lips. Junsés like this sent her stomach
quivering with excitement. She lowered her eye& wismall nervous laugh.

"Every time." Xena grinned and leaned forward.

The Queen felt the lips brush her nose. She mogetdad and pressed her lips into
her lover's. At the end of the kiss, she wrappedhas and legs around Xena. Her
head tucked under Xena's chin.

Xena held tightly to her Soulmate with a smile. 8iSpl love perfection.”
"Dido," whispered Gabrielle. She closed her eydh another rare smile.
Xena mirrored the smile herself and shut her elyagly

The Soulmates of Time...

~*Part 18*~

Xena leaned against the post of the tent. "Whealtiag her so long?" she mumbled
under her breath.

Cyrene raised an eyebrow at her daughter. "Patiemoey, I'm sure she's putting
everything on perfectly.”

The warrior huffed and crossed one leg over theroth
"Dear, she isn't doing this for herself."

The dark warrior glanced back to her mother. "Ttedirme why she's getting a new
outfit?"

The mother chuckled as she brushed back her loair the slight breeze. "Try
looking in the mirror, dear."

The taller woman sighed because she knew her matheeright. She stared across
Amphipolis's market place.

They'd made it back to Amphipolis yesterday afternand glad for it. The Amazons
headed back to the Amazon Village as soon as #iethe Soulmates in Amphipolis.
Today, Gabrielle decided to go hunting for that roeaufit. So here was Xena, waiting
for her partner to reappear with her new outfitlshd in mind. She'd also realized,
while standing here, that Gabrielle had snuck weeEgyptian armband bracelets



along.

Gabrielle took the tight necklace off and placediatvn on top of her other clothes.
She looked down at the silver jeweled belt andstdpliit perfectly with the short red
skirt. "I think I'm good," she whispered to hers&he gazed out of the crack of the
tent flap and smiled to Cyrene.

The innkeeper knew the meaning. She grinned addugghter. "Come here, dear."
The watrrior lifted herself from the post and st@s$ide her mother facing the tent.
The Amazon Queen chuckled and walked through thteflegos with her head down.
As Gabrielle raised her head up, Xena raised abpreyeup.

Gabrielle took a step forward, clenched up her baadd stood in waiting judgement
of the new outfit.

Xena blinked.

Gabrielle grinned evilly.
Xena stared.

Gabrielle chuckled deeply.

"Cat has her tongue, sweetie." Cyrene laughedlg@et smiled to the young
woman. "You look beautiful, Gabrielle." She shifteer weight to her other foot.
"The red is you." She titled her head. "Velvet?"

The warrior-bard nodded. "Yup." She reached up wahright hand to adjust the
golden armband on her opposite arm. "Still gettiag to this."

The tavern owner shook her head with an awed siMbBry impressive."

The young warrior smiled. "Thanks, mom." She peegtb Xena with hidden
concern in her eyes. She was needing her Soulmaigis.

Xena never shifted her stoic expression. She uefbleer arms, walked up to her
partner, placed her hands on Gabrielle's shouldats|owered her lips close to
Gabrielle's ear. "Please, explain to me why yoypKkeeking so much more incredibly
sexy?"

Gabrielle's tongue ran across her molars as she oprwith a good response. "Trust
me," she whispered back, "l only do it for you."ri¥eice was deep and in a purr.

"Keep it that way." Xena licked her lips and herceowent deeper as well as more
into a whisper. "The moment we're alone..." She ditmsh the sentence and
straightened up. Her eyes twinkled to Gabrielle.

The small woman grinned and her eyes sparkled back.

The warrior stepped backwards to stand beside bérenagain. "Not bad." She
nodded.

Cyrene chuckled. Oh, she knew the truth. "So, Weesie gets a new outfit?" She



peered up to her daughter.

"I'm gamed." Xena crossed her arms with her eydeeld on Gabrielle. "Love?"
The small warrior nodded. "A little cold for it btim... liking this outfit."
"Good." The Warrior Princess strolled off to fifetmerchant.

Cyrene watched her daughter leave and chuckledrseli. She turned her head to
Gabrielle. "You've done her in."

"I know," whispered the warrior-bard. "I'm afraiélwehat will happen to me." She
chuckled and walked into the tent.

The innkeeper followed and helped her daughteaamdollect her things. "Now,
where'd you get the arm bracelets?"

Gabrielle peeked at her arm bracelets. "Xena botgim for me in Egypt.”

The older woman smiled as she studied the bragel#ie woman's left arm. "They're
lovely, sweetie." She glimpsed up to the warriordb&She's spoiling you, huh?"

"Oh yeah," she chuckled. The small woman straigkdarp with her old leathers,
skirt, and jewelry.

"But | have a feeling she doesn't get off that eather."

"Never," confessed the young woman with an evenetdshe strolled out of the tent
with a smile.

Cyrene smiled to herself and headed out.

Xena came up beside the other two women. "Paiti $dre reached forward to take
her partner's now older outfit. "Got these."

"I can handle them," refused Gabirielle.

The taller woman leaned towards her Soulmate. timeslove, you want me busy
carrying these," she uttered.

The short warrior laughed nervously and let gdhefleathers. "I'm in big trouble."
"With a capital 'T' too." Xena sauntered off witbrhover's leathers.

"I do believe I'll be... visiting Ferus this evenih@yrene nodded briskly as she
stared at her daughter's back. "For supper.” Sisbdld a smile at Gabrielle and
strolled off.

The small warrior's head bobbed. "l won't be walkior a week... minimum." She
made a grin tweak her lips. "And | can't wait!" Saeghed with excitement and
jogged after her Soulmate.

TheEnd



